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.| Abstract

Supreme Court Decisions and Societal Change on
Issues of Socially Vulnerable Groups

Ha, Minkyung”

The article examines socially vulnerable groups such as conscientious objectors
to military service and sexual minority by examining essential Supreme Court
decisions that changed our society. The term ‘Socially vulnerable groups’ itself
already implies the need that all members of the society should take care to treat
them with social solidarity. However, in reality, socially marginalized people can
be discriminated without a reasonable basis due to being an underrepresented minority,
and find their basic human rights is violated.

The Supreme Court decisions and the legal and societal change, as mentioned
in the article, suggest thought processes that will lead to the right direction of
solving social discrimination. Discussions on conscientious objection to military
service are now heading toward the introduction of a reasonable system of alternative
services and surgery is no longer needed for individuals to be recognized as
transsexuals to respect their fundamental rights.

In an era of increasing social diversity, the human rights of socially vulnerable
groups should be dealt by individual and we should consider the scope and methods
to support human rights. As the changes sparked by the Supreme Court decisions
are still ongoing, all the members of society should consider the issues of socially
vulnerable groups as their own. Only then will the problems that these marginalized

groups face be reasonably resolved.

[IKey words: socially vulnerable groups, Supreme Court decisions, conscientious

objection to military service, sexual minority, societal change
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