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.| Abstract

The Contact zone of queer field and legal regulation
in 1950's South Korea

X
Yoon Heo

This article is aimed to research the relationship of the queer field and the
law, especially the minor offenses Law and the military sevice law.

During the 1950s, Korean traditions and Western modernization were mingling
to deconstruct existing patriarchal norms and rebuild the gender landscape. The
process of 'trans', women transitioning from the private sphere to the public sphere,
coexisted with the parody of masculinity. Such abnormality not only deconstructed
gender dichotomy, but also enabled the transition from a single hegemonic masculinity
to multiple masculinities and the relocation of gender norms. The drag-king, acting
in female gukgeuk, emerged against the backdrop of women’s rising social status.
They were accepted by the general public though confined to a setting available
for the coexistence of anxiety and gender disturbance as entertainment.

However, as followed by building up the law, this coexistence had made some
troubles. The female impersonators were arrested on misdemeanor charges. Such
arrests were Sometimes made under the military service laws. The cold war ideology
made this reinforcement possible. The criminalization of queerness, combined with
increasing sexual conservatism, was a government project. By articulating the laws,
the government intended to create South Korea as a hyper masculine state, a state
of war. This intersection of queer and law could provide a rich exploration of
the gender in South Korea during the Cold War period.

This social changes made the media less queer-friendly. Lesbian couples, called

* Visiting Professor, Ewha Womans University.
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S sisters(step sisters), appeared frequently in the 1950’s literature. It represented
a very intimate relationship between two women. It was not considered queer
at all. After the mid-1950s, however, the queer representation became more violent.
They were depicted as criminals or killers. It shows the heteronormativity was

reinforced by the law and order.

[OKey words: queer, transgender, homosexual, the minor offenses Law, the military

sevice law
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