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Let's enjoy live modeling!
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m The History of Toy Trains and LiveSteam

Carefully assembling the parts, the process of building a LiveSteam model train is a journey back to forgotten excitement,
much like the infinite universe we felt as children in our small model kits. Each tiny part breathes with the dreams of those
who came before us, and is imbued with countless stories of railway model trains. It is an invaluable gift that a long history

has left us.

The History of Toy Trains

It is unclear when and how what we now call toy trains originated. The first moving toy trains were "wind-up" toy trains.

In the United States, it is said that the first was made in 1856 by George Brown & Co. in Forestville, Connecticut. Before
that, inspired by a clockmaker in Nuremberg, Bavaria, Germany, several manufacturers made "wind-up" toy trains. These
did not run on rails but on carpets, so they were called carpet toys.

In France, a model railway was made in 1859 for the son of Napoleon Ill. It was a 20cm gauge coal-fired live locomotive. It
was the most expensive toy played with at court.

The success of the Rocket at the Rainhill Trials in 1829 led to the creation of real railway locomotives. Before that, the
Stevenson brothers' Rocket and Trebesic's Catch Me Who Can were standard gauge, and Timothy Hackworth created a 10cm

gauge live model for commercial use in 1826.
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