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The Atomic Bombings of Japan and the Survivors Gaze:
A Focus on Korean and Chinese Victims of the Nagasaki Attack

SHINKAI Tomohiro
(Junshin Senior Girls’ High School)

Abstract. The act of passing history down to the next generation is undeniably important. All
the tragedies of the past, from oppressions and invasions to atomic bombings, are not mere
events remote in time; but rather, the source of voices that must be present and heard,
especially by those who did not experience them. Unfortunately, the tragedy of the two atomic
bombings of Japanese cities has been discussed mainly from the point of view of Japan as the
victim of unspeakable violence. This ignore the various, and different, voices of Chinese and
Korean people who were in Japan as forced laborers during World War II, and many of whom
were also victims. This paper aims to reconstruct the history of the atomic bombings, as a
dialogue and in a more holistic sense, by focusing on the voices of Korean and Chinese

survivors who have been largely ignored.
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