A STUDY ON THE DARIGANGA PHONOLOGY

BY

A. RONA-TAS

The relations among the East Mongolian languages are one of the most
unexplored questions of Mongolian studies. In the way of investigation there
stand pecular difficulties. Though we have at our disposal exhaustive material
of two of these languages, Khalkha and Ordos, through the various studies,
of Ramstedt,1Vladimirtsov,2 Todaeva,3Sanzeev,4 Poppe,8Rudnev,6 M ostaert7
and others,8 these two languages are the most distant members of the East

1G. J. Ramstedt, Das Schriftmongolische und die Urgamundart, Helsinkfors 1902 ;
Uber die Konjugation des Khalkha-Mongolischen, MSFOu X1X (1903).

2B. Ja. Vladimirtsov, CpaBHUTEeNbHAA rpaMMaTMKa MOHIO/ILCKOrO MUCbMEHHOIO
A3bIKa U Xanxackoro Hapeums, Leningrad 1929 ; CesepHas MoHronuna I1. MpeasapuTenbHble
OTYETbl IMHIBUCTUYECKOA M apXEOorMyecKon akcneauumii 0 paboTax, npousBefeHHbIX B 1925
rogy, Leningrad 1927. On further works concerning Khalkha and the East Mongolian
group, | refer the reader to the complete bibliography of Vladimirkov given in: ®wno-
NOTVS M UCTOPUSI MOHTO/bCKUX Hapofos, MamaTu akagemuka bopuca HAkosnesnya Brnagnmup-
uosa, Moscow 1958, pp. 8—11

3B. H. Todaeva, N'paMmaTWKa COBPEMEHHOrO MOHIO/ICKOTO A3blKa. PoHeTUKa W”
mopdponorusa, Moscow 1951.

4G. D. Sanzeev, CpaBHUTENbHAsA rpaMMaTMKa MOHrofbCKuiA si3bikoB, Moscow 1953.
A short grammatical sketch in : A. R. Rineine’s KpaTkunii MOHIonbCKO-pycCcKuiA CnoBaps,
Moscow 1947.

5N. N. Poppe, [MpakTuyecknii y4yebHUK MOHIOMbCKOTO f3blKa. Xasxackoe Hapeuws.
Leningrad 1931 ; CTpoii xa/ixa-MOHronbCKoro sisblka, Leningrad 1936 ; Khalkha-Mongolische
Grammatik, Wiesbaden 1951 ; Introduction to Mongolian Comparativ Studies, Hel-
sinki 1955 (= MSFOu 110) (cited as : Introduction).

6A. D. Rudnev, MaTepuanbl no rosopam BocTouHoli MoHronum, StPbg. 1911.

7A. Mostaert, Le dialecte des Mongols Urdus (Sud). Etude phonétique, Anthropos
XXIT—XXI1 (1926—1927), pp. 851—869, 160—186; XXV (1930), pp. 725—727 (cited
as Le dialecte I, resp. Il. and I11.), Dictionnaire Ordos | —77, Peking 1941—1942 (cited
as Dictionnaire) ; Textes Oraux Ordos, Peip’ing 1937 (cited as Textes Oraux).

8There are a few other works on East Mongolian languages, or on some details
of them, such as the works of Vitale deSercy, Cybikov, Bimbaev, Xamtsarano etc.
but they contain little material for the comparative study of the East Mongolian group.
For these works | refer to the bibliography given in Poppe’s Khalkha-Mongolische Gram-
matik, pp. 127—128, 134—135 and Geserica, Asia Major I 11, p. 6—13byt,he same author.

1 Acta Orientalia X/I.
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Mongolian group. Of the other dialects belonging to this group we have very
scanty data.9The comparative studies are rendered more difficult by the fact
that among the Khalkha dialects only that of Ulan Bator (former Urga)
has been thoroughly discussed, and we know very little about the other
Khalkha dialects.10In the comparative studies of the East Mongolian dialects
an important role is played by those Khalkha dialects which seem to occupy
an intermediate position between the central Khalkha and the south-east
sub-group to which Ordos belongs. We got to know of the existence of these
dialects from the statements of Vladimirtsov (Cpas. rpamm., pp. 9—18), and
Poppe (Introduction, pp. 20—21, 103), and it was Professor Ligeti who called
my attention to their importance in the relations among East Mongolian
dialects.

One aim of my study tour, made in 1958 in the Mongolian People’s
Republic, was to collect material on the position of the South Khalkha dia-
lects.11 During my tour | have visited the Dariganga territory.

| left the Mongolian capital on the 15th of August. At first | went to
Sajn Sand, the center of Dorno Gobi aymak, from there | travelled through
Bajin Mdnggu, Bajsingtu. Onggon, | passed by the Sedzin-nur, reached Bajin-
gol and then the center of the Dariganga sumun. The first part of my time |
spent there and in the neighbourhood, then, on the 22th of August | went —
through Tsagan Bulak — to Asgat sumun, another sumun of the Dariganga
territory. This was the native place of my friend and guide Siikhbatar, scienti-
fic co-worker of the Committee of Sciences and Higher Education, and at the
same time lecturer of the University of Ulan Bator. Here in Asgat | have
collected the major part of my linguistic and ethnographical material. Then
I returned through Barun Urt, Khentei and Nalajkha back to Ulan Bator.

The Darigangas are living on the so-called Dariganga Vulcanic Highland,
in the south borders on the frontier of the Chinese People’s Republic. To the
north-west it extends as far as the territory of Bajsingtu; in the east it reaches
Jugodzir. According the local tradition the territory got its name from the

9See Rudnev, op. cit. ; L. Ligeti, Rapport préliminaire d'un voyage d’exploration
fait en Mongolie chinoise, Budapest 1933, Cinggeltei, Dumdadu ulus-taki Mongyol téril-tn
kele-niigiild ha Mongyol kelen-U ayalyu-nuyud-un yertungkei hayidal, Mongyol kele bifig,
1957 : 12, pp. 25—48, 1958 : 1 pp. 44-48, 1958 : 2, pp. 41—57, 1958 :3 pp. 32—39,
1958 : 7 pp. 26—32 ; etc. Masayosi Nomura, On Some Phonological Developments in the
Kharchin Dialect, Studia Altaica, Wiesbaden 1955, pp. 132—136, and the material in
the comparative grammars of Vladimirtsov, Sanzeev, and Poppe cited above.

10 Concerning the Khalkha dialects some references can be found in the compara-
tive grammars already cited ; furthermore see Sanzeev’s [lapxaTcKkuii rosop U ¢honbKIop,
Leningrad 1931. Some other new works will be mentioned below.

11 The other aim of my tour was to continue my work begun in 1957 and to study
the ethnography of the nomadic way of life. The material collected on the Mongolian
tent and other problems | wish to publish at a later time.
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mountain Dari owd near the centre of the present Dariganga sumun, and from
a little lake, Gapga-nur, not far east from that centre. The Dari-owd is now
named Altan ow6, and in older times was also known as Dzayin yar 6ndér.

We find mention of the Daringanga as early as Timkovsky’s travel-
book,12*who in 1821 wrote that one part of the Manchu Emperor’s stud was
tended between Ude and Dari-Ganga. He gives the first report on the etymo-
logy of the word, connecting it with the Dari-ow6 and the Garjga-nur, and notes
that in Dari-Ganga a stud-amban is residing. The control is exercised by
a Chakhar commander in Kalgan.

The first scientific research of Daringanga was made by the late V. A.
Kazakevic, who made a study tour in 1927 to the Daringanga, and published
his first account in 1930.13 He collected considerable material on the dialect,
and announced the publication of it (op. cit. pp. 36, 45), but this was never
published owing to his premature death. We know further, that Vladimirtsov
knew a part or the whole of this material. In his comparative grammar he
cites a few Dariganga words with reference to the collection of Kazakevic
(Cpas. rpamm., pp. VIII, 409—411).

The territory was visited by several geographers, but neither linguistic
nor ethnographic material was collected by them. In connection with these
expeditions | can refer the reader to the works and bibliographies of E. M.
Murzaevl4 and B. A. Obrucev.B5

The first linguistic description of the Dariganga dialect we owe to A. Luv-
sandendev, who gave in a paper written in Mongolian a short sketch of the
descriptive Phonology of Dariganga.1’6

Regarding their history there is still a living tradition among the Dari-
gangas that in older times they were the keepers of the Manchu Emperor’s
personal live-stock, that is, they belonged neither to the Khalkha nor the
Chakhar feudal organisation. On the forming of the Dariganga, territory
Kazakevic cites an imperial edict from the Meng ku yu mu chi which decreed
the establishment of the imperial stud on the Dariganga territory. On his tour
Kazakevic collected a narrative of local tradition (op. cit., pp. 40—41), accord-

121 was not in a position to use the original Russian edition of the travel-book
written by E. F. Timkovsky (MyTewecTse B KuTaih uepes MoHronmio B 1820 n 1821
rogax I—1l, StPbg 1824). I had only the French translation at my disposal : Voyage
a Peking a travers la Mongolie en 1820 et 1821 | —I |, Paris 1827, t. 11, p. 200.

B V. A. Kazakevie, /.,HamornnbHble cTaTymn B JapurasHre. 11., Moesgka B JapuraHry.
MaTepvanbl KOMACCMU MO WCCefoBaHNIO MOHIONIbCKOM WU TOHHY-TYBMHCKON HapOAHbIX pec-
ny6nvk n BypsT-MoHronsckoii ACCP, b. 5, Leningrad 1930.

MUE. M. Murzaev, MoHronsckass HapogHas Pecny6nmka, Moscow 1952.

155B. A. Obrubev, BocTouHas MoHronus, Moscow—Leningrad 1947.

1 A. Luvsandcndov, [apuraHra asnryyHbl asuaHbl 3YWr cygancaH TypLuniaraac,
LUnH>Kanax YxaaHbl XYP3anaHMUAH 6YT331. HUATMWAH yxaaHbl aHrm Ne2, Ulan Bator
1957, p! . 49—64.

1
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ing to which when the Emperor Kang-hsi (Enke-amugulang) conquered the
6l6ts, he took away from them the animals which previously the 6l6ts had
carried off from the Khalkhas. After the matter was examined, it seemed
that the best pastures for these animals would be the Dariganga territory.
Then there were chosen Chakhar soldiers, who were at this time in alliance
with the Manchus, and the herd was given them with the order that they
should keep it on the Dariganga pastures. Afterwards an administrative unity
was formed according the Manchu organization, and it was attached to the
imperial pastures. The territory was carved out from the khoshuns Gobi-
mergen-wang, Dalai-wang, Abaga and Sunit.

A letter, also found by Kazakevic, is of special interest. This was written
in 1912, and is originating from the correspondence between the Ministry of the
Interior of the Autonomous Mongolia and the Darigangas. According to this
letter the Darigangas became subjects of the khan of Mukden in the time of the
Chakhar Ligdan-khan. When the Ts’in dynasty came to power, according an
imperial decree, a group of men were chosen from the eight Chakhar khoshuns,
who were entrusted to keep the Dariganga stud.

The close historical connection of the Darigangas and the Chakhars
isthus deeply rooted in tradition. Ligdan was defeated in 1643, and the Chak-
hars came in this year under Manchu rule. In 1691 the session of Doldn-nir
announced the Khalkhas joining the Manchu-Chinese empire. The oirat
Galdan khan was beaten by Kang-hsi in 1696. Following these events Manchu
influence was strengthened in Mongolia, and one of the first manifestations
of this was the detaching of the Dariganga fields and its placing under direct
central control. Those who are acquainted with the nature of nomadic feudal
organisation and with the migrations of the Mongols in the 16th and 17th
centuries,17 need not be told that the connection with Chakhar organisation
does not mean evidently Chakhar ethnical origin ; however, we have to count
with a strong Chakhar influence.

In consequence of their administrative independence the Darigangas did
not at first side with the Mongolian revolution. Only after a few years they
did take part in the building up of the new People’s Republic. In 1927 they still
maintained their own administrative organisation within the Mongolian Peop-
le’s Republic. In 1924 the territory consisted of 13 sumuns, which were devided
in five gars. One sumun consisted of three bags, one bag of five arbans. In one
arban there were ten yurts, that is : 150 yurts in a sumun. In the official figures,
given in 1957, the Darigangas were 2% of the total of Mongolian population

17 The most important migrations of these times were :the procession of the Khal-
kha Tusetl-khan to the Great Chinese Wall, the raids of the Oirat Galdan-khan as far
as the Selenga, Onon, and Tola, the campaigns of the Chakhar Ligdan-khan and that of
the Sunit Tengis.
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in the Mongolian People’s Republic, hence the number of the Parigangas was
16,000.18 That was also the number which I was told in the centre of the
Siikhbatar aymak, to which now the Dariganga territory belongs. In 1957 the
territory had seven sumuns : Dariganga, Naran, Asgat, Khongor, Onggon,
Khaldzan, and Bajin-delger.

In the present study | propose to discuss the position of the Dariganga
dialect in the series of dialects of which the farthest members are Khalkha and
Ordos. | will compare the Dariganga data with the central Khalkha dialect
of Ulan Bator collected by me (referred to as KhU),19 or to the Khalkha
Literary language as contained in the dictionary of Luvsandendev? (referred
to as KhL) which latter | transliterate according to the system of the Acta
Orientalin Hung. If other sources are cited the locus is given. Ordos is cited
after the Dictionnaire of Mostaert under the abbrevation : Orel. 1 hope that
further studies will make it possible to compare Dariganga with dialects more
closely related to it such as South Khalkha, Chakhar, Udzimchin etc. I will
discuss features only in that case when in some respects there exist differences
among KhU, Drg. and Ord. In all other cases | refer to Khalkha.

My study will appear in three parts. The first part will deal with the
Grammar, the second will present a few Dariganga texts, and the third a short
vocabulary. | hope to continue my work with a study on the ethnography of
the Dariganga at some later time.

I. The stock of sounds

The Dariganga stock of sounds is essentially the same as that of Khalkha.
I could only observe a slight difference with respect to the consonant m This
consonant is more palatalized in the Dariganga dialect (Drg.) then in the
KhU. The palatalization is stronger before i, a little weaker in front vocalic
words and scarcely audible in back wvocalic words. According to Mostaert

1BSee S. Cegmid, BHMAY-bIH raszap 3yii, Ulan Bator 1957, p. 13.

19 We often speak of the central Khalkha dialect, Urgamundart as it was called
by Ramstedt, or of the dialect of Ulan Bator, as it is called now. But we 1lave to distin-
guish more precisely the Central Khalkha dialect and the new Khalkha standard language,
and further, we have to speak of the Khalkha literary language. The dialect of Urga and
Ulan Bator resp. were never homogeneous. The inhabitants of the capital have originated
from several parts of Mongolia, not only from the central Khalkha territories. When we
speak of the central Khalkha dialect of Ulan Bator it means the new standard Khalkha
language which is based in the first place on the Central Khalkha dialect, but which lias
a lively contact with the various other Khalkha dialects on the one hand, and with the
new Khalkha literary language on the other. This standard language is spoken nowadays
by the educated people everywhere in the Mongolian People’s Republic.

DA. Luvsandendev, MoHron-opoc Tonb, Moscow 1957.
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(Le dialecte 11, p. 173) the mis also palatalized in Ordos, in fact s, but he does
not transcribe it in his Dictionnaire. The differences between the Khalkha and
the Ordos stock of sounds are not significant. Only 6 corresponds to the Literary
Mongolian (LM) 6 in Ordos, while 6 in Khalkha, and the Dariganga follows

here the Khalkha, it has also 6.

the following two tables :

High
llighmid
Midlow

Low

Bilabial
Dental
Alveolar
Alveo-palatal
Praepalatal
.Mediopalatal

Postpalatal

. Vowels
Front Back
Mixed
Rounded roLdrq;ied Rounded rotjr?&ed Rounded rotJr?ded Rounded
U] i U u u
]
0 o) e 0 0
a a a
I1. Consonants
STOP Affricate Spirant Lateral
Oral Xasal
Voiced Voiceless Voiced Voiceless
Voiced  Voiceless Voicel
—_—
> 2 > 2 = » = > 2 > 2 @ =
b v B m W
t,t'" D n
Is, tsr DZ S 1
té, t8' DZ é
9 G v kX 8
i
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The Dariganga stock of sounds is shown in

Un-
rounded

Tre-
mulant
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I11. Phonology
A) The Vowels of the Initial Syllable

1. In the major part of words where the i of the first syllable is followed
by an a of the second syllable, the “breaking” does not take place in Ordos.
After initial *]- and *c- in this case the Khalkha has “breaking”, and so has
Dariganga generally :

LM firan ’sixty’~ KhU ozara, Drg. vzard, Ord. nzira;

LM filabci little vessel’ ~ KhU Dzalcu/ls, Drg. umlauts, Ord. Dzilau'té'i ;

LM firya- 'to rejoice’ ~ KhU Dzaraa-, Drg. Déarta-, Ord. Dzirga- ;

LM cilayun ’stone’ ~ KhU tS'ulU, Drg. ts'uld, Ord. ts'ili;

LM cidal ’capacity’~ KhU tsadal, Drg. tsadal, Ord. tS’idal.

Before a rounded vowel of the second syllable the breaking usually takes place
in Ordos too, but we find a few exceptions, e.g. :

LM dinu-a ’wolf’~ KhU tsrono, Drg. ts'ono, Ord. ts'ino ~ té'ono.
When the word has initial b-, m-, J, or g- in Khalkha and Dariganga we find
“breaking”, but an r-glide is heard after the initial consonant :

LM birayun °calf KhU g*arit, Drg. BPiiria, Ord. uirm;

LM him ’strength’ KhU iPar, Drg. ivar, Ord. Bira;

LM bida 'we’~ KhU Biav Drg. Bjao, Ord. Bim ;

LM mingyan ‘thousand’~ KhU ndéarj, Drg. m?ar\, Ord. mirlga ;

LM kilyasun ’hair’ ~ KhU yjalaas, Drg. y?aleas, Ord. k'ilgasu ;

LM kingyara 'a sort of knife’~ KhU yjar\gar, Drg. yjarjgar, Ord.
Vir/gar ’faucille’;

LM kilbar ’light, easy’ KhU vyJalBar, Drg. yjalsar, Ord. k'ilbar ;

LM gilba- 'to glitter’ ~ KhU iVvdlna-, Ord. oilba- ;

LM kirsa ’corsac’ ~ KhU yjars, Drg. aVirs, Ord. drsa.

In the cases, where we find “breaking” in the Ordos, the r-glide is absent from
the Khalkha and Dariganga :

LM miga flesh’ K11U may, Drg. may, Ord. maya.

There are a few exceptions in this case too :
LM kiyay ’a plant’, ~ KhL chiag (not chjag), Drg. yjag” ydg, Ord. k'au.2

2. The “breaking” of the i occurs neither in Khalkha norin Ordos in the
major part of words ifthe i of the first syllable is followed in the second syllable
by iore.In afew cases, however, the “breaking” takes place before e. The reason
of this development is, that the sound e before e of the second syllable becomes
more frontal and closed and frequently changes into i (4.) and vice versa.
This development is more advanced in Ordos, but it is also found in Khalkha.
Dariganga has advanced further in this respect than Khalkha.

LM ingge she-camel’ ~ KhU ir\ge, Drg. érjge (~ ir\ge), Ord. euie ;
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LM ire- 'to come’ ~ KhU ire-, Drg. ére- (~ ire-), Ord. ére- ire) ;
LM isegei ~ isigei ‘felt” ~ KhU esei (~isoi), Drg. ésoi, Ord. esegi.

3. An important feature of both Khalkha and Ordos is that under the
influence of the i of the second syllable, the vowels other than i of the first
syllable become more frontal. The opposition of the basic phonemes and their
frontal variants in Khalkha is as follows:a: a, o:o, 1 :u, e:é 0:0, u:0.
It seems that in Ordos this development — except for e — affects only the
diphthongs formed with i. Dariganga follows generally Khalkha, only a be-
comes & in a few cases.

LM dayaki ’‘the hair of children before its first cutting’~ KhU oali,
Drg. dux, Ord. Dakxi ;

LM talbi- to put’~ KhU t’awi-, Drg. t'awi, Ord. faun- ;

LM qariyul- ’to return’ ~ KhU yar'di-, Drg. yar'iil-, Ord. yarUl- ;

LM morin ’horse’~ KhU mori, Drg. mgri, Ord. mori ;

LM ergi- 'to return’~ KhU érge-, Drg. erge-, Ord. erge- ;

LM eligen ’liver’ ~ KhU étio, Drg. éiio, Ord. elege ;

LM ergin ’bank, side of a ditch’~ KhU ergen, Drg. trgen, Ord. erge;

LM ungsi- to read’ ~ KhU urfii-, Drg. umSi-, Ord. omsi- ;

LM ucir ’reason’ ~ KhU uts'ir, Drg. uté'ir, Ord. u'ts'ir.

4. Due to the influence of the e of the second syllable, the e of the first
syllable is becoming more frontal and closed. This development is probably
taking place in Ordos too, but is not so advanced as in Khalkha and in Dari-
ganga :

LM engger ‘trimming’ ~ KhU érjger, Drg. érlger, Ord. etjger ;

LM ene 'this’~ KhU én, Drg. én, Ord. ene ;

LM kele- 'to say’ KhU vyéle-, Drg. yéle-, Ord. kele-.

Sometimes the e is so frontal and closed that it tends to change into i :

LM kecegii ’strong, heavy’ KhU vyits'd (< yéts'd), Drg. aéts’a

( aits'ii), Ord. Ge'té'n.
In this process initial j can also play a part :

LM yeke great’ ~ KhU iy ~ jiy, Drg. iy, Ord. f Rkye.
The j can also follow the e of the initial syllable :

LM beye ’body’ ~ KhU Bijje » ni, Drg. ni, Ord. uéje.5

5. In some words the e of the first syllable is developing into i under the
influence of the initial t&-and m- in Ordos. In Khalkha and Dariganga in these
cases we find ts'- and dz- and the e> i development does not take place :

LM cenggeldii- 'to be glad together’ ~ KhU ts eggedne-, Drg. ts’erjgelm-,
Ord. ts ir\gelDe- ;

LM cengkir ’white-blue” ~ KhU ts'erfyer, Drg. ts’erfyer, Ord. tS’irfyer ;
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LM (eieg ‘flower’ ~ KhU tsets'ea. Dig. Dzetseo, Ord. Dzi'té'ilc ;
LM seien ~ cecen ‘wise’~ KhU sets'en, Drg. ozets'en, Ord. nzit.Vin.

6. In those words in which we have to suppose in the second syllable an
original u, and where, in the major part of the dialects we have at the same
time o in the first syllable, some Ordos dialects have u in the first syllable.21
In these cases Dariganga and Klialkha have o:

LM modun ‘tree, wood’ ~ KhU mon, Drg. mod, Ord. muirn ;

LM odun ‘star’~ KhU od, Drg. on, Ord. unu ;

mLM tosun fat’ ~ KhU t'os, Drg. nos, Ord. dusu.

7. What was said above (6.) about o and u resp. of the first syllable, can
also be observed in the case of 6 and U resp. Dariganga follows Khalkha here
too where 0 corresponds to the Literary Mongolian 6 :

LM o&riim ‘cream’~ KhU 6r0im, Drg. 6rum, Ord. urum ;

LM ondir ‘high’~ KhU dndwr, Drg. 6ndur, Ord. itndwr ;

LM monggi ‘silver’ KhU mbr!G, Drg. mdrjG, Ord. murigg.

8. In a few words the a of the first syllable became rounded on the influ-
ence of the following b > w, or because of other reasons. The Dictionnaire
of Mostaert does not mark the labial &, but he writes in his Phonetics that it
does occur in the Ordos dialect (Le dialecte I, p. 855).2

LM jabu- to go’ KhU jaw-, Drg. jaw-, Ord. jaw- ;

LM |alyan ‘small, little’~ KhU Dzayan, Drg. nzéyjin, Ord. nzayan ~
nzélyan.

B) The Vowels of the Non-Initial Syllable

9. Concerning the vowels of the non-initial syllable, there is a quantita-
tive difference only between Khalkha and Ordos. The vowels of the non-
initial syllable are also reduced in Ordos, only the reducation is not so advanced
as in Khalkha (Le dialecte I., p. 861). Because of this and other technical reasons
Mostaert does not mark the reduction in his Dictionnaire. The reduction of the
non-initial syllable depends on word- and sentence-stress. On the influence of
a secondary stress (the main stress falls invariably on the first syllable), the
measure of reduction can alter in one and the same word, and at one and the

2.Sec N. Poppc, Remarks on the Vocalisme of the Second Syllable in M ongolian
1IJAS X1V (1951), pp. 189—207.

2 The labial variant a is more wide-spread as it was known till now. In the Oirat
dialects of West-Mongolia, in Dzakhaehin and Dérbét, it was observed by G. Kara (see
Notes sur les dialectes oirat de la Mongolie Occidentale, Act. Orient. Hung. VIII (1959),
p. 116).
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same individual. In Khalkha, and in Dariganga too, the reduction of the non-
initial syllable is so advanced that sometimes it is difficult to say which sound
we have to deal with. Because of this reason, authors usually transcribe either
r)in place of Literary Mongolian a, and u, 3 in place of Literary Mongolian e,
ain place of Literary Mongolian ii, 1in place of Literary Mongolian r (Ramstedt,
Poppe), or transcribe the vowel with a mark of shortness : a, i, r, & 1 (Vladi-
mirtsov, Sanzeev). In my paper, following the system of Acta Orientalia Hung.
I shall not mark the reduction of the non-initial syllable. The originally short
vowels of the non-initial syllable are in every case reduced in the words cited
as Khalkha and Dariganga.

10. The vowels, if they are final or before final n, which disappears in
the dialects, are not heard in conversational speech, and are pronounced only
in the case of secondary word or sentence stress both in Khalkha and in Dari-
ganga. The reduction of the final vowel is very slight in Ordos. Therefore we
find for Ordos usu us in Khalkha common speech which sounds in stressed
position ussu (— ussv, ussu). Dariganga follows Khalkha :

LM usun 'water’~ KhU us (r*ussu), Drg. us ~ (ussu), Ord. usu;

LM Tcoke 'blue’ ~ KhU ydy (~téyyd), Drg. <% (~ adyyd), Ord.
<;0ky0 ;

LM tosun ‘fat’’~ KhU tos (~tossu), Drg. dos (~ dossu), Ord. dusu.

11. The vowel of the second syllable in those words which have more than
two syllables is almost or entirely lost in Khalkha, while its articulation seems
to be more complete in Ordos. Here too Dariganga follows Khalkha :

LM koémiske eyebrow’~ KhU ybmséo, Drg. yémsbéo, Ord. k'émdsl'yo ;

LM bégep ‘ring’ (of harness) ~ KhU bogdz, Drg. bégdz, Ord. BOgODzi joug’;

LM tataburi ‘tax’ ~ KhU tat'war, Drg. mt'war, Ord. nafawur
na't'awuri.3

12. The i of the non-initial syllable remained both in Khalkha and in
Ordos in the major part of words, but in a fewr cases it underwent assimila-
tion :

LM bulcirgai ‘gland’ ~ KhU Bultsiryvé, Drg. BultS'iry"e, Ord. nul'tS'arya ;

LM mayaji- to scratch’ KhU maDzi-, Drg. maDza-, Ord. mcluzi- ;

LM ocigen ediir ‘yesterday’ > KhU 6ts'éciDér, Drg. ots'ioDar, Ord.
uts'uguDur.

13. The ii or e of the non-initial syllable, under the influence of ts
or dz before it, is occasionally changed into i :

LM siislig ~ su)ig ‘belief’ KhU susee A s(Dzie, Drg. suDzie, Ord.
suDzdk ;

LM biliciig ~ biliceg ~ bilejig ring’ ~ KhU BUts'ee, Drg. bidzio,
Ord. BileDzik  BideDzik.
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14. The second vowel of the group aya, uya, eye, ilye etc., on the influence
of the j, has developed in the standard language of Ulan Bator and in Dari-
ganga into i. We do not find this development in Ordos :

LM ayaya ‘cup’~ KhU 3&jig", Drg. ajig", Ord. ajaga ;

LM nayan ‘eighty’ ~ KhU najji, Drg. najji, Ord. naja ;

LM iiyer ‘cloud-burst’ ~ KhU @jir, Drg. Gjir, Ord. njer.

15. In Dariganga final a and e, or a and e before final n, which disappears
in the dialects, undergo labialization, if they stand aftertwo consonants of which
the second is b. In this case metathesis takes place, and the a and e resp. now
before b are tending to become n and U resp:

LM silbe ‘leg, stem’~ KhU Mine (~ Mien), Drg. Eiid, Ord. Mibi ~
Mibe ;

LM yurban ‘three’~ KhU auras ~ gurus, Drg. gurus, Ord. gurwa.
We find this development also in the case of final r:

LM borbi ‘tendon of Achilles KhU sgrwi, Drg. noru ~ Borwi, Ord.
SOrwi.

We meet with this phenomenon in non-final position too :
KhL bérévchij ‘6abka (y »uBoTHbIX)’, Drg. ser(yi ‘knuckle’.

C) The Diphthongs

16. It is characteristic of the East-Mongolian dialects that the diphthongs
of Literary Mongolian have the tendency to be represented by monophthongs.
Both in Khalkha and in Ordos there developed long vowels from the au, eij,
ei diphthongs. The remaining diphthongs formed with i are characterized by
the palatalization of the first vowel in Khalkha and Dariganga : ai > ac,
oi >0e, ui > w (in spite of the u > n development in other positions),
6i > 6i and iii > w (in spite of the developments & > 6, and ii > 0 in other
positions). The articulation of the diphthong depends on whether it is to be
found in the first or in the non-initial syllable, or rather, whether in stressed
or unstressed position. On the whole we can distinguish in Khalkha and in
Dariganga three degrees of stress : ai > ae ~ "€~ a, i.e. we find a long
monophthong instead of the diphthong in unstressed positions more frequently
in Daringanga than in central Khalkha. Mostaert distinguishes in his grammar
only two degrees (Le dialecte I. pp. 858—860) and marks only one in his
Dictionnaire.T

17. The Literary Mongolian diphthong ai is generally changed in Ordos
into a monophtong & ; Mostaert however remarks in his grammar (Le dialecte
I, p 858) that in stressed positions the diphthong is preserved. In his Diction-
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naire we find monophthongs in every case. Dariganga follows usually Khalkha,
but in a few cases the tendency of monophthongisation is more advanced :
LM qayici 'scissors’ ~ KhU vyap Is, Drg. yaci'té, Ord. ya'ts'i ;
LM sayin ‘good’ &' KhU sapa, Drg. supi, Ord. san ;
LM qayirala- ‘to love’ KhU vyagrla-, Drg. yéarla-, Ord. /aria-.

18. On the influence of the o in the first syllable, the ai of the following
syllable became rounded in Khalkha and in Dariganga, while in Ordos we find
a regular labial monophthong (see 21, :

LM nogai ‘dog’~ KhU noy°é, Drg. no/°é, Ord. noy/>;

LM toluyai ‘head’~ KhU fo/g°é, Drg. folgte, Ord. fo/oga.

19. We find in Dariganga an alternation ae ~ al in final position :

LM sirya ~ siryai ’yellowish’~ KhU Sarga, Drg. sargal (~ sarg"e),
Ord. sarga (~ sarga) ;

LM ayuuligai ‘abdominal cavity’ ~ KhU ajul/°é, Drg. ajulyal, Ord.
ajiilya.

LM amayai ‘bridle> KhU amg"é, Drg. amgal (~ amg“), Ord.
amaga.

20. The diphthong ei is tending to develope into a long vowel t in Ordos,
Khalkha and Dariganga alike. An exception is the suffix of the comitative :
-tei. Khalkha and Daringagan has -t'é, Ordos -t'i , and t'" :

LM kiindiitei respected’ KhU yiinddt'é, Drg. yundefé, Ord. k'iindiit'i.

21. The second member of the diphthong oi in stressed position becomes
more rounded in Ordos than in Khalkha, in Ordos we find op, in spite of
Khalkha o¢. In non-stressed positions the oi became a monophthong in Ordos.
Dariganga follows Khalkha :

LM qoyina ‘after’~ KhU vyopi, Drg. yo¢cn, Ord. yogno ;

LM toyiy ‘knee-cap’~ KhU foe/:, Drg. foe/:, Ord. fogc ;

LM toqoi ‘elbow’ ~ KhU toy°g, Drg. noy°g, Ord. uoyR.

22. There is a divergency within the East Mongolian dialects in the
representation of the Literary Mongolian ui in unstressed positions. Dariganga
does not follow here Khalkha, ui develops into r:

LM garyui ‘road’ ~ KhU yargw, Drg. yargl ;

LM gancui ‘sleeve’ KhU /ants'ui, Drg. yants'i, Ord. yants'u. While
in a few words we find the ui > i development in the remaining dialects too :

LM bui he is’ ~ KhU bl, Drg. sr, Orel. Br.

23. Generally the diphthong w remains diphthong in Ordos. In a few”
cases however, it becomes a monophthong. In these words both Khalkha and
Dariganga has the diphthong :
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LM kdyilsin ~ kiyisiin ‘navel” KhU Dig. yilis, Old. k'is;
LM Kkiiyiten ‘cold’ ~ K11U ywTen, Ord. k'U't'en.

1)) The Long Vowels

24. Inthe East Mongolian dialects long vowels develop from the sound-
groups : vowel - ¥} / (*g)I*R + vowel and (rarely) vowel vowel.
In this respect there is no difference between Khalkha, Dariganga and Ordos,
only in one case. Ifthe group -iya-, -iyu-is not in the first and second but in the
second and third syllables, and it stands after k, we find a diphthong in Khalkha.
Not in every case do we find it in Dariganga, and never in Ordos where the
front k > tky is preserved :

LM sakiymun ‘amulett’~ KhU sayfiis, DrgA. nzayfis, Ord. sa'kyusu ;

LM takiya ‘hen’~ KhU tay'a, Drg. Ix'eyn, Ord. do'lyd ;

LM dakiyad > dakiyad ‘again’~ KhU Day'dn, Drg. ixiyTid, Ord.
D(Tkydt.

We have one example also after r:

LM qariyul- ‘to answer’~ KhU vydr'ul-, Drg. vyéafiil-, Ord. vyarll-.
After b:

LM talbiyur ‘support® KhU t'aiadr, Drg. fawdr, Ord. t’albdr
(~ talb'ur).

25. Beside the long vowels originating from the groups -aya, iya- etc.,
we have long vowels which have been formerly short vowels. Khalkha, Dari-
ganga and Ordos differs in many cases in respect of which word has such a
secondary long vowel. Long in Khalkha and Dariganga, short in Ordos :

LM ga “fore-leg’~ KhU yd, Drg. yii, Ord. ya ;

LM sin ‘milk’ ~ KhU aii, Drg. sil, Ord. usuU.

Short in Khalkha, long in Dariganga and Ordos:
LM ir ‘edge’~ KhU ir, Drg. ir, Ord. rr.
Short in Khalkha, Dariganga, long in Ordos :

LM irge ,castrated sheep’~ KhU iree, Drg. ireg, Ord. irge.
All three of them have long vowel :

LM ki- ‘to do’~ KhU yi-, Drg. yi-, Ord. k'i-;

LM eji ‘mother’~ KhU é/>z Drg. é>z Ord. énzi;

LM narin ‘thin, fine’~ KhU narin, Drg. narin, Ord. narin.

E) Metathesis of Vowels

26. There seems to be a difference between Ordos and Khalkha regard-
ing the metathesis of vowels. This feature is very common in Khalkha because
of the advanced !education of the vowel of the non-initial syllable. In conse-
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quence of the reduction and disappearance of the final vowel, words would
frequently end in a consonant-group. If there is neither spirant nor affricate
in the group, Khalkha and Dariganga insert a vowel between the consonants :

LM giilme ‘leathern cover of the saddle’~ KhU e0lim, Drg. avium,
Ord. Gidme ;

LM irge ,castrated sheep’~ KhU tree, Drg. tree, Ord. lrge;

LM bugurge ,saddle-bow’ ~ KhU hirea, Drg. mireo, Ord. Biirge.
If there is a spirant or an affricate in the consonant cluster the metathesis does
not occur :

LM camca ,vest” KhU ts'am’ts, Drg. ts'am’ts, Ord. ts'am'tS'a ;

LM debse ‘saddle-cushion’~ KhU Dews, Drg. Dews, Ord. Dense ;

LM gabga (trap’~ KhU yawy, Drg. gaw%, Ord. eawy'a.

27. We find metathesis of vowel and consonant sporadically in the first
syllable in the Dariganga dialect :

LM kijayalang ,animal of 3—4 year’~ KhU yJaDzalar!, Drg. eyo/nT!

xiDzélar]), Ord. k'iDzdrlar!.

F) The Weakening of the Initial Strong Consonants

28. While, regarding the vowels, the Dariganga dialect is closer to the
phonetic pecularities of Khalkha, in respect of the consonants the picture is
more complicated. One of the most important divergences between Ordos and
Khalkha is the regularity in Ordos that to the Literary Mongolian initials
g-, k-, t-, c- in certain cases 6-, B-, d and dz- correspond. Usually this pheno-
menon is called "sonorization” but I think, it would be more adequate to call
it ,,weakening”, because a voiceless strong consonant gives way to a voiceless
weak consonant, and the tenseness of the organs of speech lessens.

29. In Ordos in those words which belong to the weakening categories
Literary Mongolian initial t- is represented by d-, while in Khalkha by t-.
In Dariganga we find the same rule as in Ordos :

LM tala- 'to pull’~ KhU tat'a-, Drg. nafa-, Ord. Dd'fa- ;

LM tosun *fat’~ KhU tos, Drg. dos, Ord. dusi ;

LM tobci ’button’ ~ KhU touts, Drg. dob4ds, Ord. Dontsi.

While in words of the non-weakening category we find everywhere aspi-
rated t'-:

LM temiir ’iron’ ~ KhU t'6mér, Drg. Coémér, Ord. t'émor ;
LM taray ’yoghourt’ ~ KhU farag, Drg. t'arag, Ord. t'arak ;
LM temegen ’camel’~ KhU feme, Drg. feme, Ord. feme.

30. The literary Mongolian intial g- is represented in non-weakening
positions by y- in Ordos, Khalkha and Dariganga alike :
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LM gayas ’half’~ KhU yagas, Drg. yagas, Ord. yagas ;

LM gada ’rock’ ~ yaD, Drg. yao, Ord. yam ;

LM qundaya ’a little cup’~ KhU yundag", Drg. yundag"”, Ord. yunmga ;
while in the weakening categories we find in Ordos and Dariganga r.-, and in
Khalkha y-:

LM gasiya ‘wall, enclosure’ '~ KhU yaSa, Drg. oaSd, Ord. caéd ;

LM gabciy ’'narrow’~ KhU vyawls'io, Drg. gawtS'ia, Ord. <jalfts ik ;

LM gabtasun ’board’~ KhU yant'as, Drg. gant'as, Ord. gaidfasu.

31. The initial consonants of corresponding Literary Mongolian k-
are different in Ordos and Khalkha also in the non-weakening categories.
In initial position we have in Ordos k-, in other positions n'y-, while in Khalkha
we find in every position y, except after rj. Dariganga has the same correspom
dence as Khalkha. In initial position :

LM kele- to say’~ KhU yéle-, Drg. yele-, Ord. Icele- ;

LM kwiiginn ‘neck’~ KhU ydDz{, Drg. yunzQ, Ord. k'dnza ;

LM kireng ,brown’~ KhU ydrerj Drg. yuretj, Ord. K'urer! ;
in other positions:

LM akin <" okin ~ KhU oyin, Drg. oyin, Ord. o'kyin ;

LM iiker °‘cattle’ KhU Qyer, Drg. Qyer, Ord. ulyer;

LM cikin ear’~ KhU tiiy, Drg. nziy, Ord. Dzi'kye ;
after 9 :

LM tangkil 'coddled’~ KhU t'arfyil, Drg. t'arfyi, Ord. t'arfyi ;

LM )ingken ’real’~ KhU Dzirfyen, Drg. Dzirfyen, Ord. Dzirfyen ;

LM 6e7lgkir ‘white-blue’ ~ KhU ts'erfyer, Drg. ts'erfyer, Ord. tS'irfyer.

In the weakening categories the correspondence in initial position is B- in
Ordos and Dariganga and y- in Khalkha :

LM koke ’blue’~ KhU yéy, Drg. ady, Ord. <:okyo ;

LM kase- 'to wish’~ KhU ydse-, Drg. aQse-, Ord. oQse-;

LM kasige ’curtain’~ KhU ybéia, Drg. 06806G, Ord. G3Sogo.

32. The correspondence to the Literary Mongolian initial c- depends
on the following vowel. If there is an i after the c-, we find usually Is’-in the
Ordos, Khalkha and Dariganga in the non-weakening categories :

LM éimigen 'marrow’~ KhU t&'6mdG, Drg. t&'6mdG, Ord. tsémdogo ;

LM bl’you’~ KhU t&', Drg. ts'i, Ord. tS'i ;

LM éinu-a 'wolf’~ KhU tS'ono, Drg. tsono, Ord. té'ino ~ té'ono.

In those cases when the breaking of the i has taken place in earlier times —
perhaps prior to the development £> ts in Khalkha — we find ts* — in Khal-
kha. Dariganga follows Khalkha in most of the cases :

LM éirai face’~ KhU ts'ar®, Drg. ts'ad'é, Ord. tsard ;
this phenomenon is more frequent in non-initial position :



16 A. RONA-TAS

LM ecige father’~ KhU etsee, Drg. ets'ee, Ord. e'ts'ige ;

LM qabcil ’precipice’~ KhU yawts'al, Drg. gaets’al ;

LM qalciyai ’scanty’ ~ KhU yalts'aga¢, Drg. gaits aiac.

We have also cases where in Dariganga the ¢ remains while not in Khalkha:

LM dcigen edur ‘yesterday’ ~ KhU 06ts'éoDér, Drg. 6ts'iondr, Ord.
uts'iu/uDur.

In the weakening categories we have in Ordos and in Dariganga dz-, while ts-
remains in Khalkha :

LM cikin ear’~ KhU téiy, Drg. nzi/, Ord. Xte ;

LM cigcei ‘littler finger (in: cigcei quruyun)' ~ KhU tsigts'i, Drg.
nziotS’i, see Ord. Dzio'ts'T ,,qui a une intelligence trés vive; qui est vif, agiled;
déhruillard’.

In those words belonging to the weakening category where the breaking of the
i had taken place earlier and Khalkha has initial ts- we find =z in Dariganga
and dz- in Ordos :

LM cisun ’blood’ ~ KhU tsus, Drg. dzus, Ord. dzusu.

33. In those words, which have a vowel other than i after the initial c
the aspirated ts - remained in Ordos, but in words of the non-weakening cate-
gory we find ts’- in Khalkha and Dariganga :

LM cerig ’soldier’ KhU ts'eree, Drg. ts'ereo, Ord. ts’irik ;

LM carnca ’vest’ KhU ts'am’s, Drg. ts'am’ts, Ord. ts'amts'a ;

LM culbuyur ’halter’~ KhU ts'ulitur, Drg. ts'ulnwr, Ord. tsulbur.
There are a few exceptions in Dariganga, which seem to be loanwords from
a dialect where c- remained :

LM caydaya ’police’ (old term) ~ KhU ts'agD4, Drg. ts'aijDa, Ord.
ts'aoDa ;

LM coyttfi ’padlock’ KhU ts'6éoz, Drg. ts'6oz, Ord. sonzi.

In the weakening categories we find ts- in Khalkha dz- in Dariganga and nz-
in Ordos:

LM casun ’snow’~ KhU tsas, Drg. mas, Ord. Dzasu ;

LM ceceg ‘flower’ ~ KhU tsets'eo, Drg. nzets’ea, Ord. nzi'ts'ik ;

LM cakilyan ’lightning’ ~ KhU ts'ayilgan, Drg. mayilgan, Ord.
oza'lyjlgan.

34. Mostaert writes in his Phonology that the initial s- becomes spora-
dicaly dz-, or z- in the words of weakening categories. The Dictionnaire does
not mark these cases, therefore they escaped the attention of Mongolists.
We have e.g. in Ordos ozuyd (XM suqai) ’‘tamaris’, zalk'in (XM salkin)
'wind’ (Le dialecte 11, p. 173).

Regarding this development the Dariganga sub-dialect of Asgat is of
special importance. In the phonetical sketch of Luvsandendev, cited above,
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we find no mention of the correspondence s- ~ 17 The reason of this is, that
he collected his material from a Dariganga subdialect, where this phenomenon
is not found, or only sporadicaly present. On the basis of the material collected
by me, I can state that the weakening of the initial s- and S-, in the phonetic
environments referred to below does not take place or only very sporadicaly
in the sub-dialect of the Dariganga sumun (DrgD). Luvsandendev’s material
too must have been collected from here. But in the sub-dialect of Asgat
(DrgA) the initial s- and S- became dz- and nz- respectively. From the words
collected from these categories we have data from Ordos only with s- and S-.

LM sike ’axe’~ KhU suy, DrgD suy, DrgA dzax, Ord. su'kye ;

LM sagal ’beard’~ KhU sayyal, DrgD sayyal, DrgA Dzayyal, Ord.
sayul ;

LM saki- ’to guard’ KhU sayi-, DrgA Dzayi-, Ord. sa'kyi-.

While in the non-weakening categories we find s- in every case :

LM saya- ’to milk’'~ KhU s&-, DrgDA si-, Ord. sa- ;

LM sumun ’arrow’ KhU sym, DrgDA sum, Ord. sumu ;

LM sana- 'to think’ ~ KhU sana-, DrgDA samt-, Ord. sana-.

35. There is a group of words where the initial s- does alternate with c-.
In most cases in these words the Ordos has developed from the variant beginn-
ing with c-; but not in every case. In Dariganga this gives no difference.

LM saéuy ~ cacuy lock’~ KhU tsats'ao, Drg. vza’ts, Ord. Dia'tS'uk ;

LM secen ~ cecen 'wise’~ KhU sets'en, Drg. Dzets'en, Ord. se'tS'in ~
Dzi'ts'in ;

LM sacu”cacu- to throw’~ KhU tsats'a-, Drg. mats'a-, Ord. Dia'tS'u-.

36. The s- before i has developed in early time into S- in the Mongolian
dialects. The initial s- follows the s-:

LM siga- 'to press’~ KhU Saya-, DrgA viaya-, Ord. Saya- ;

LM sita- to catch fire> KhU Sata-, DrgA. Diat'a-, Ord. Si't'a ;

LM Satu ’ladder’~ KhU Sa’t, DrgA. Dza’t, Ord. Sa't'y!;
while in the non-weakening categories :

LM sirin ’leather’~ KhU Sir, Drg. Sir, Ord. Sire;

LM silbi ’leg, stem’~ KhU SilleB, Drg. situ, Ord. Silbe ;

LM sine new’~ KhU Sin, Drg. sin, Ord. Sine.

37. The alternation s~c appears before i as s~ c:

LM Sibayanca ~ Hbayanca ’'nun’~ KhU tS'awgan’ts, DrgA. nSawcan'’ts,
Ord. tS'iwagan'tS'i ;

LM sigcei ~ &igcei littler finger’ ~ KhU tSiotST, DrgA. nziatS'i, Ord.
niia'tS'i ;

LM siker ~ ciker ’sugar’~ KhU tSiyyer, DrgA. nziyer, Ord. Si'kyer.2

2 Acta Orientalia X/I.
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38. Mostaert and Poppe both deal with the rules under which the weaken-
ing takes place. Mostaert writes : "Pour une foule de mots polysyllabiques
commencant par un explosive gutturale ou dentale, ou par une affrictive pala-
taie, il est impossible de savoir par le seul dialecte que nous étudions, si primi-
tivement la consonne initiale était douce ou dure. C’est le cas pour tous les mots
dont la premiére syllabe est portée par une voyelle bréve suivie immeédiate-
ment d’une dure, ou séparée d’une dure suivante par une consonne non nasale”
(Le dialecte 11, pp. 166—167). That means that weakening takes place if:

a) the word is polysyllabic,

b) the first syllable is not long,

c) the short vowel is followed by a strong consonant, or

d) by a non-nasal and a strong consonant.

The rule given by Mostaert is essentially adequate. We have a few words
which are monosyllabic in Literary Mongolian and which are weakening in
Ordos, but they present a different problem, e.g. aosi ~ yos ’double’ (Diet.
Ord., p. 308a, cf. LM qgos, <C Turk qoS), and gosi in yord cosi ’palais de prince’
(Diet. Ord., p. 308a, cf. Secret History of the Mongols 169, qos, ’Haus, (Jurte
Zelt’). Haenish, Wdrterbuch zu Manghol un Niuca Tobca’an, Leipzig 1939,
p. 68 <C Turk qgos), but here the question is raised of loanwords from a Turk
language, and the Turk final -s is replaced in Mongolian either by a final -s,
or with a final syllable -si, because the Mongol had originally no final -é. In
the first case the initial strong consonant does not weaken (yos), in the second
case the word becomes polysyllabic (cosi). We have also a few monosyllabic
verbstems in Ordos of which the initial does weaken. For instance : Des-
supporter’ (Diet. Ord., p. 142a, cf. LM tes-), dos- ’se poster pour attendre ou
passage’ (Diet. Ord., p. 1536, cf. LM tos-), dus- ’atteindre’ (Diet. Ord., p.
164a, cf. LM tus-), but the verbs occur only in their conjugated forms, and
therefore they are always polysyllabic in the language. | can agiee in essence
with that rule of Mostaert too, which says that the weakening does not take
place before long vowels. In the case of the long vowEls of Ordos, we have to
deal with the original group -aya-, -ege- etc., and therefore in these cases the
initial is followed originally by a voiced -y-, or -g-. Therefore we have not to
deal with this as a separate case. Poppe, following M ostaeit has also discussed
this question, and pointed out the following rules : The weakening takes place
in the case of 2

1.t > d and ¢ > dz (Introduction, pp. 103, 110)
a) if the second syllable of a stem begins with a strong, or
b) voiceless consonant and
c) the first syllable is short ;
2. q > o (Introduction, p. 130)
a) if the second syllable begins with a strong stop, or
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b) affricate, or
c) a voiceless spirant, if
d) the initial syllable is not closed by n, 1 or m;
3. k =0 (Introduction, p. 141)
a) if the initial syllable is short,
b) and closed by a voiceless spirant
c) or the second syllable begins with a strong stop, or
d) affricate, or
e) voiceless spirant,
f) except, when the first syllable is closed by n or m.

The first thing to be remarked here is that the rules of Mostaert and Poppe do
not differ essentially from each other. Though Mostaert speaks of the “follow-
ing strong”, and Poppe of the initial of the second syllable, there is no contra-
diction because a voiceless strong stop or an affricate cannot stand in Literary
Mongolian originally at the end of a syllable, and therefore, the voiceless
strong stop or affricate which follows the initial can only be the first consonant
of the second syllable. But the first syllable can be closed by a spirant s. This
is the case not only with the words beginning with initial k- and g-, as Poppe
states, but also with other strong consonants: nesimr ’endurance’ (Diet. Ord., p.
1426 cf. LM tesbiiri), nosnor in orjgp'td'on msnor le cheneau de bois dans lequel
on verse l’'eau qu’on vient de puiser et qui la conduit dans l'auge a abreuver
le bétail’ (Diet. Ord., p. 154a, cf. LM tosburi), Dusla- ’étre vis-a-vis de’ (Diet.
Ord., p. 1656, cf. LM tusla-, but Vus ’vis-a-vis’ Diet. Ord., p. 683a, cf. LM tus),
ooslo- rivaliser’ (Diet. Ord., p. 308a cf. LM qosla- réunir deux choses pareilles’;
but cf. qos cited above).

Poppe does not mention whether the n,  and m at the end of the first
syllable hinder the weakening in the cases of initial t-, and 6-, and at initial k-
he speaks only of n and m. | have also a few cases of these categories :

LM (améa ’vest’ ~ KhU lsaints, Drg. ts'am’ts, Ord. té'am'té'a ;

LM cengkir ’white-blue’» KhU ts’evfyer, Drg. ts'erfyer, Ord. té'irfyer ;

LM tangkil ’coddled’ ~ KhU Varfyil, Drg. Var\kyil, Ord. Vavfyi.

Drg. t'orfyo ’tea-pot’ cf. Kalm. torjy" ’kleiner lederner Schlauch fir
Kumyss’ (Ramstedt, KalmWhb., p. 401a)

Ord. K'erjéd ’relent de friture’ (Diet. Ord., 4146,), cf. LM kengsigun,

Ord. k'orfyi- *&tre concave’ (Diet. Ord., p. 4296, cf. LM kdngkeyi ).

At the discussion of the development Kk > a Poppe refers to the common
basis of the rules namely, that in these casesadissimilation of voiceless strongs
takes place but he does not extend this definition to the other strong initials.
As we have seen all the voiceless strong initials are weakening under the
same conditions :

2%
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if the initial is t-, k-, g-, c- (s-, s-)2Z and it is followed immediately by
t-, or k-, or g-, or ¢-, or s-, or S-, and between them there is no n, or 9, or m,
the initial in question becomes voiceless weak. That means : in polysyllabic
words the strong initials become weaks if they are followed at the end of the first
syllable or at the beginning of the second by a strong consonant and between them
there are only other than nasal consonants. We can find this rule without
exception only in the Asgat sub-dialect of Dariganga, because the initial s-
and é- become weak only here in every such case.

As we have already seen, in one part of the East Mongolian group we
find a clear tendency of sound-development. The question now arises, whether
this is to be found in other members of the group?

39. Ramstedt has already pointed out that in the Ivhalkha dialect of
Urga some words have weaker aspiration than other with the same initials.
For instance the initial of the word ts’iyye ’ear’ is less aspirated than the initial
of t&’uli ’stone’, the initial of the word ts’ayyar ’Chakhar’ has a less aspiration
than the word ts'és ’paper’, the word fat’a- to drive’ has a minor aspiration
than that of the word fal ’low-land’. Poppe has also discussed the problem
(Introduction, p. 103), and in his opinion, the initial in these cases is unaspir-
a ted. The question can he decided only with phonetic experiments. According
to my observations made without instruments, the aspiration is considerably
less in those words, which belong to the weakening categories in Ordos and in
Dariganga. In these words we have omitted the sign of aspiration (cf. 29.,
32, 33).

The strong stops and affricates in the East Mongolian dialects in initial
position are usually aspirated. The initial s-, and is- according to the opinion
of most Mongolists (Ramstedt, Vladimirtsov, Poppe, Sanzeev) is unaspirated,
but Mostaert remarks that the s is aspirated in Ordos, and he calls attention
to the fact that aspirated s occurs in other dialects of the East Mongolian group
(Le dialect11,172 {).To the occurrence of aspirated initial s-in other Mongolian
languages Professor Ligeti has kindly called my attention. The aspirated voice-
less strong spirant initial s’-and s’- have unaspirated, voiceless, weak spirant
counterpart neither in Khalkha nor in Dariganga and Ordos, though we know
of the unaspirated voiceless weak spirant 7 in Ordos, e. g. in the word : zalk’ in
'wind’ (cf. LM salkin). The z and z are replaced by dz and dz respectively.
That iswhy we find dz and dzinstead of LM s- and §- in the words of the weaken-
ing categories in the Asgat sub-dialect of Dariganga.

Mostaert already raised the question that the lessening of aspiration in
Ivhalkha is in connection with the weakening of the corresponding initials in
Ordos (Le dialect Il, p. 169). As it has been shown above, the lessening of

2s-, and s- only in the Asgat sub-dialect.
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aspiration in Khalkha takes place in the same words which weaken in Dariganga
and in Ordos. Therefore we have here the same tendency of sound develop-
ment. In Khalkha of Ulan Bator (and in the east and west parts of the territory
settled by the Khalkhas) the aspirated voiceless strongs become only unaspir-
ated or little aspirated voiceless strongs, while in Dariganga and Ordos the same
initials become unaspirated voiceless weaks.

40. In the East Mongolian languages the main phonemic opposition is
that of the aspirated voiceless strongs and the unaspirated voiceless weaks.
An unaspirated voiceless strong variant becomes very easily unaspirated
voiceless weak. Vladimirtsov mentioned already a series of words in Khalkha
of Urga which have initial aspirated voiceless strong, in place of unaspirated
voiceless weak (Cpas. rpamm., p. 386),and Todaeva has published a list of such
words (pamm., p. 37) without discovering the rule under which thistakes place.
Naturally, dealing with such variants of Khalkha of Ulan Bator as : oat'an
~ Jat'an ’Queen’ (LM gatun), dtbd/at ~ té6D/ur ‘devil’ LM cidkiir),
aoBté'ir ~ /aids'Ur tax’ (LM gobciyur), etc., we have also to take in account
the influence of a South Khalkha dialect.

41. While in the case of the central Khalkha dialect of Ulan Bator,
and the east and eastwest Khalkha dialects, in the ,,weakening categories”
only the lessening of aspiration of the initial strongs is verifiable as a general
tendency, in other Khalkha dialects we find also weakening, but not in the
case of each voiceless strong initial, and not with the same regularity. In the
dialect of the neighbourhood of Khentei (East Khalkha), from which we have
folklore-texts in phonetic transcription by L. A. Amsterdamskaja (BocTou-
HO-Xanxackue HapofHble ckasku, Moscow—Leningrad 1940), the initial s-, S-
and c- do not weaken in the described cases, e.g. sa//al2i (<~LM saqgal)
beard’ (op. cit., p. 5), so/i$ ’lifting” (op. cit,, p. 7 cf. LM sekii-) Satar ’chess’
(op. cit., p. 9, cf. LM Satar), cacayaldaga ’sprinkling’ (op. cit.,, p. 7, cf. LM
cacuylada-).

The initial t-, in the major part of words does not weaken : tus ’profit’
(op. cit., pp. 6, 10 cf. LM tusa), tos ’fat’ (op. cit., p. 7, cf. LM tosun), but dostoe
(op. cit., p. 24) tata- ’to pull’ (in tami/l tatat ’smoking cigarette’, op. cit., pp.
9, 22, cf. LM tata-). | found also weakening: da/ylsd, ’respected’ (op. cit.,,
pp. 11, 13 cf. LM taki-).

The initials k- and g- are frequently represented by unaspirated voiceless
weaks in the weakening categories : gablityd ‘pouch’ (op. cit, p. 5 cf. LM

2. The texts of Amsterdamskaja are written down in accordance with the
Roman-lettered transcription of the Soviet Academy of Sciences. | cite them without
any alteration.
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gabtayai), gétloét lead’ (op. cit.,, p. 8, cf. LM kotdl ™ hotel-), gaiya ’Khalkha’
(op. cit., p. 20, cf. LM qgalga), goy6 ’blue’ (op. cit., p. 17, cf. LM hohe) etc. In
other words we do not find weakening : yutvg® ’knife’ (op. cit.,, pp. 7, 20 cf.
LM kituya) yuciga ’covered’ (op. cit., p. 7, cf. LM quci-), yusvnd ’in the khos-
hun, administrative unity’ (op. cit. p. 24, cf. LM gosiyun) etc.

41. In some of the Western Khalkha dialects, it seems, that the tendency,
does work in the opposite direction. Namely, if in the weakening categories
the phonemic opposition of aspirated voiceless strong and unaspirated voiceless
weak is disappearing, this can also happen when an unaspirated voiceless weak
initial becomes unaspirated voiceless strong. That means, if we have e.g.
the original doublets *t > f : B < d* and from this has developed *t > t:
B <Cd* in Khalkha of Ulan Bator and *t > B : B <( d* in Dariganga and Ordos,
there can be at work an opposite tendency *t > t': t <Cd*, and that is what
we seem to find in some of the Western Khalkha dialects. This development is
to be seen in the material which was collected by the expedition made in 1956
in WestMongolia organized by the Committee of Science and Higher Educa-
tion. From this material there were published two short preliminary reports
by E. Vanduj (3apum HYTIWAH amaH asnryyHbl YriuiiH CaHruiAH. Tyxai,
Ulan Bator 1957) and S. Barajshir (XanyblH asnryyHbl 3apum X3Cruir cygancaH
Tyxaih Tampgarnan, Ulan Bator 1957). The expedition visited six sumuns
in the aymak Gobi-Altaj, seven sumuns in the aymak Dzabkhan, and seven
sumuns in the aymak Khovsgél. It is to be regretted that Barajshir — who
collates dialectal forms with the corresponding literary ones — does not indi-
cate from which part the territory he visited the cited words originate. It is
clear from the material that in some words the original unaspirated voiced
weak initial became unaspirated, or weakly aspirated® strong. This happens
in the words, when the initial is followed by voiceless strong consonant :
KhW after Barajshir, op. cit., p. 2:

LM jaga ’border’~ KI11U Dzay, K11W tsay, Dig. Bzay, Ord. nzaya;

LM daqu ’coat of goat’s fur’ KhU Bay, KhW tay, Drg. Bay, Ord.
nayu ;

LM duqu ‘forehead, nape’~ KhU Buy, KhW tuy, Ord. ouyu ;

LM yorciya- to become long and thin’ > KhL gortig ’stroke’, KhW
yortoh ’id’, Ord. oofWin Tide’,

LM joso ‘the colour of the earth’~ KhU bzos, KhW tsos, Ord. bzoso.

51t is to be regretted that the Mongolian colleagues do not mark in their tran
seription the aspiration. Theyonly denote itinthe phonological introduction. The voiceless,
strong representation of the initials in the following words can not he doubted, because
the transcription is, in this respect, clear. The examples cannot be mistakes, because
each word that belongs to the category in question shows the same shift in the published
material.
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42. As has already been pointed out, we have but scanty material of
the various Khalkha dialects. We have some material from South Khalkha
scattered on the pages of the comparative grammars of Vladimirtsov and
Poppe cited above. Regrettably, we have no closer location of this material.
What can be concluded from this material is that its phonetic structure stands
not very far from the sub-dialect of Dariganga sumun. Poppe writes that South
Khalkha can be also called Gobi Khalkha, because it is spoken in the Gobi
regions of the Mongolian People’s Republic. I have met during my tour some
people who came from these territories and in whose language the traces of
this phonetic structure could be detected. But we have to call the attention
to the fact that the dialectal situation in the southern parts of the Mongolian
People’s Republic is not homogenious in this respect. For instance, a brief
material collected by me around Sajn Sand, the centre of Dorno-Gobi aymak,
does not show the features observed in the Dariganga sumun sub-dialect.
This question, however, has to be further investigated.

43. Concerning the tendency of weakening we have finally to mention
those cases when a word becomes one of the weakening category only if it has
a suffix. This can only occur in such words which are monosyllabic, and such
suffixes, which begin with an aspirated voiceless strong, e.g. the verb Mr-
does not belong to the weakening category, but, if the stem obtain the suffix
of nomen futuri -ki, or the suffix of converbium imperfecti -eii, the new form
kiirkii, kilreii is going over to the weakening category and so on. In some of
the dialects these forms haue also voiceless weak initials sporadically. In the
dialect of the neighbourhood of Khentei, collected by Amsterdamskaja we
find transcribed kmc which stands perhaps for eurtS (op. cit.,, pp. 6, 10). We
have in the Ordos Didn't'n instead of th'ao't'u (Textes Oraux, p. 1), and beside
the stem k'ur-, we find the forms eurU'i and eiirk"i (Diet. Ord., p. 438a),
in the verb t'or- ’étre arrété par quelque chose’ we have the forms Dorts'i
(Diet. Ord., p. 670a), at the verb th'an- ’se rassasier’ we find niaDt'ar (Diet.
Ord., p. 6896) etc.

G) The Development ¢ > ts, j > 07, and Weakening

44. While in Aveakening Dariganga follows the Ordos-type dialects and
not the Khalkha-type of Ulan Bator, on the other hand, regarding the develop-
ment ¢ > ts, Dariganga and Khalkha belong to one group and Ordos to another,
both Khalkha and Dariganga have in the place of Literary Mongolian c before
vowel other than i, in the not-weakening categories ts'-, while Ordos tS'- (33.).
This means that Dariganga is a 6s-dialect. In the weakening categories the
representation is as follows :

KhU 6 > ts, Drg. ¢> nz, Ord. c> ni.
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Dariganga here gives an independent form to be met neither in Khalkha
nor in Ordos. There are two possibilities how Dariganga dz could have devel-
oped. Either we have to dowith an originally <s-dialect, which later came under
the influence of a weakening-dialect : ¢ > ts > dz or we have to do with an
originally weakening-dialect which got in contact with a hs'-dialect : ¢ > ni >
> dz. This problem cannot be solved until we know more of the South Khalkha
and the Chakhar dialects, and furthermore of the formation and history of the
i.s'-dialects. But we can conclude that Dariganga dz << ¢, independently of the
way of its development, has to be younger than the formation of the ~-dialects.

45. To the Literary Mongolian | corresponds in positions before i an
unaspirated voiceless weak dz in Khalkha, Ordos and Dariganga alike. Before
vowels other than i Khalkha has dz, while in Ordos we find dz. Dariganga
follows Khalkha :

LM faga ’border’~ KhU Dzay, Drg. Dzay, Ord. nzaya ;

LM )alayu ’young’~ K11U Dzalii, Drg. Dzalu, Orel. DEalii;

LM jebe ’the top of the arrow’~ KhU Dzew, Drg. Dzew, Ord. Dziwe.
In those wbrds, in which the "breaking” of the i had taken place in an early
time, we find dz both in Khalkha and in Dariganga:

LM firyuyan ’six’~ KhU Dzurqd, Drg. Dzurqd, Ord. Dzurgd ;

LM firiken ‘heart’~ KhU Dzurey, Drg. Dzurey, Ord. Dzlre'kye ;

LM Jisun ’colour of horse’ ~ KhU dzas, Drg. dzas, Ord. dzusa.

We have an example where Dariganga differs from Khalkha :

LM fitxifi > fabafi 'the corner of the lips’~ KhU DzawDz, Drg. dM wdz,

Ord. Dzawauzi.

46¢ In those West Khalkha dialects (see 41.) where the initial unaspirated,
voiced weak had developed before a voiceless aspirated strong into an unaspir-
ated, voiceless strong it seems to correspond to a Literary Mongolian initial
1- before i, ts-, and before other vowels than i, ts-.

Thus we find the Literary Mongolian phonemic doublet ¢ :| represented
in our dialects as follows :

Xonweakening categories Weakening categories
Literary Khu Khw Drg. Ord. Khu Khw Drg. Ord.
Mongolian
Before r ts' t.r tr tr ts « Dz Dz
6
Before ot_her ts' ts' ts' ts' ts ts Dz Dz
than 1
Before i Dz Dz Dz Dz Dz ts Dz Dz
j
Before other oz o D Oz ts o oz

than i
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H) The Developmentq > y, k > yand kfand Weakening

47. Beside the tendency of weakening, and the tendency of development
c > ts, the third important difference between Khalkha and Ordos is the spi-
rantization of the Literary Mongolian g and k. The q is represented by y in
all the three dialects (30.). The k remains in initial position as aspirated k'-,
in other position as 'Iy- in Ordos, while in Khalkha we find in every position y
except after 1 (31.). In the non-weakening categories, Dariganga follows
Khalkha. We find remarks made by Vladimirtsov (Cpas. rpamm., pp. 10, 124)
that in the former Dzasaktu-khan and Sajin-nojin-khan aymaks there are such
Khalkha dialects, in which the initial Literary Mongolian k have not yet became
y, it is only Iy. The same is reported by Barajshir (op. cit.,, p. 11) from the
present day Gobi-Altai and Dzabkhan aymaks.

This tendency of spirantization is also crossed by the tendency of weaken-
ing. In the spirantization Dariganga follows Khalkha, in the weakening Ordos,
so we would expect after the analogy of tsxnz > nz a voiced spiranty < yx a;
but we find instead of this B. That means that the formation of Dariganga
dz took place subsequent to the development ¢ > ts, while the formation of
the Dariganga g <Cq prior to the development g > y. With this post quern
and ante quem data we have given the relative chronology of the development
of present-day Dariganga dialect. Naturally this does not give the chronology
of the weakening, which must be older.

1) The Alternation of Final -s and -d

48. As 1 have pointed out above (38.) the spirant s is the only strong,
voiceless consonant which can stand at the end of syllables or words. W hether
it stands at the end of the first syllable (e.g. tesbiiri), or at the beginning of
the second (e.g.tosun) it causes the weakening of the initial strong. But with
the final -s we find an alternation with -d, while in the case of initial s- we have
none. This alternation was discussed by Ramstedt (Urgamundart, p. 19),
Vladimirtsov (Cpas. rpamm., p. 397), Sanzeev (Cpas. rpamm., p. 87) and Poppe
(Introduction, p. 121) and we have nothing to add. In Dariganga we have a few
words in which we find -sin the place of Khalkha and Ordos -d:

LM ebed- 'to be ill’~ KhU 6éwds-, Drg. 6wsb-, Ord. swed-,

LM gabud- ’'to swell’ ~ KhU yawna-, Drg. yawsa-, Ord. yawuD-,

LM qudqula ~ qudyula- ’to mix’~ KhL chutgala-, Drg. yusyala-,
(~ gusyala-), Ord. (juoyula-.

There is also an example where Khalkha has -s, and Dariganga and Ordos
have -d:
LM deled- ’to beat’~ KhU Delse-, Drg. nelne-, Ord. Deine-.
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K) The Assimilation of 7 before t and, s

49. As we have seen weakening is, essentially, a dissimilation of the
strong consonants. Beside this we have also assimilation. Generally before
or after tand s, s, the original y or gbecome in Khalkha and Darigangay, while
they remain unchanged in Ordos :

LM aytala- 'to geld” KhU ayt’la-, Drg. ayt’la-, Ord. aa't'ala- ;

LM oytol- 'to cut’~ KhU oyt’lo-, Drg. oyt’lo-, Ord. 004°0l- ;

LM sogsi- to trot’~ KhU sogsi- (~ soyéi-), Drg. nzoysi-, Ord. éogéi-,

LM o6gkii (nomen futuri) ’to give’ KhU 6y6, Drg. 6yd, Ord. ifkyo-.
After t:

LM qudyula- ’to mix

’ IIHV

KhL chutgala, Drg. yusyala- (- gusyala-).

Ord. cuDyula-.
L) Redundant Consonants
50. We have many such stems in Literary Mongolian in which we find
a consonant in one case but not in another. Such are tabi- ~ lathi- to put’,

it is not easy to say whether we have to deal with a redundant or a disappear-
ing consonant. In Dariganga we find some w'ords which have a d, but it is not
found in other dialects :

LM ayuuligai ’abdominal cavity’ " KhU ajulye, Drg. ajulnyal ~
~ ajulyal ajumyle, Ord. ajutya ;

LM buyulay ’upper arm’~ K11U nutlao, Drg. nuonlag ;

LM gara ’black’ > KhU yarlau ’blackish’, Drg. yarning.
Redundant r:

LM kijayalang ’3—4 years old animal’~ 1vhU yjanzalarj, Drg. eyDzélar! ~
yiDzalar/, Ord. k’inzarlarj ;

LM |aba]i the corner of the lips’~ KhU nztiwoz, Drg. dzawdz ~ nzarwnz,
Ord. Dzawanzi.
Disappearing | :

LM fayalgan ’little’ ~ KhU oiayan, Drg. nzayan, Ord. ozélyan ~
nllyan,

LM kidilge ’tie’ ~ Drg. yujilee ~ vyiililoe, Ord. k’idilge.
Disappearing b:

LM kibke ’caisse, boite’~ Drg. ouye ’stove-pipe of clay’, Ord. oiiB'kye ~
oukye, ainfAye ’trou pratiqué en terre’;

LM silbe leg, stem KhU éiige, Drg. &ilu, Ord. &ilbe ;

LM borbi tendon of Achilles’~ KhU Borwi, Drg. Borii ~ Borwi, Ord.
norum.
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M) Metathesis of Consonants

51. A special feature of Dariganga is the metathesis of consonants in
cases where we find it neither in Khalkha nor in Ordos :

LM tarbaya ’the animal tarhagan’~ KhU tarwag, Drg. t'awraq,
Ord. t'arwaga ;

LM ebke- 'to wrap in”~ KhU enye-, Drg. eywe-, Ord. erf*ye-, ~ euly'e-.

A Brief Remark on Morphology

52. The differences between Khalkha and Oidos morphology can be
divided in two parts. To one part belong those divergencies, which are merely
phonetic. If the Literary Mongolian Dative-Locative -durfdir is represented
by -Din Khalkha and -ot/uii in Ordos, or if we find the Literary Mongolian
dubitativ -yu)ai as -uDzwe in Khalkha and as -unza in Ordos, then we have to
deal only with phonetic differenceswhich have to he discussed in Phonology.
The other part, the proper morphological differences are those cases when we
cannot explain the divergency by phonetic reasons. For instance, the genitive
form of the reflexiv-possessiv declination, the Literary Mongolian -yuyanfyuban
is represented in Khalkha as -itjyan, and in Ordos as -Indn, or the Literary
Mongolian concessive -tuyai, is to be found in Khalkha only in a few new
political expressions (mandat'ug'é ’vivat’, manday xoiiygwe ’id.”), while it
is current in Ordos. In Dariganga | was unable to find any deviation from
Khalkha morphology. Since the morphological differences between Khalkha
and Ordos are thoroughly discussed by the authors (Mostaert, Poppe, Sanzeev)
1 have nothing to add here.

A Brief Remark on the Lexical Stock

53. It is very difficult to make a statement on the lexical stock of Dari-
ganga, not only because the material collected by me is naturally a fragment
of the whole stock, hut also because even after the publication of Mostaert’s
and Luvsandendev’s excellent dictionaries we cannot say that the whole
lexical stock of these languages is explored. If one or another word is not to he
found in them, it does not follow' that it does not exist in the language. | wish
to make, however, a few' remarks on the position of the lexical stock of Dari-
ganga.

54. We have a few words which deviate only phonetically in Khalkha,
Ordos and Dariganga, but these phonetic differences are apart from the regular
dhonetic divergencies.
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LM buryasun 'willow’ ~ KhL burgaas, Drg. Burgas, Ord. Burgasu ;

LM bayuri ’the surface of a tent” KhL bujr, Drg. BHr, Ord. Biin ;
LM déligen calm’~ KhL dblgén ~ délgdéon, Drg. délén, Ord. Dolon ;
LM qurim ‘’feast’~ KhU yurim, Drg. yurim, Ord. yorim ;

LM ungsi- ’to read’~ KhU urRi-, Drg. um4i-, Ord. omsi-.

55. We find words in Dariganga, of which the stem is known in Khalkha
and Ordos, but the particular form is absent from the dictionaries :

LM kenger etc. ’bosom’~ KhL chencherceg, Drg. vyer/geneo, Ord.
k'ememek ;

LM yayiga- 'to wonder’ > KhU gagyaU'B ~ gagyam ’wonderful’, Drg.
gacyanta ’id’, Ord. gayal ’id’;

KhU Bdots'im ’stuffy’, Drg. B0Gt'mel, Ord. BiioU'e.

56. We find a few contractions in Dariganga which can not be traced
nor found in that form in Khalkha or Ordos :

Drg. Gurm ’plait’ < yurumusun < yurban mdésin, Ord. gurmusun ’id’;

Drg. margaddir to morrow’<C maryata ediir, Ord. margata ~ margp't'u,.
KhU margas ;

Drg. yurgay ‘the husband of the elder sister’ < kirgen aga ;

Drg ts'aD6ddm < cayadu ediir, Ord. u ts ugumir.

57. There is a group of words which can be found in Khalkha and in
Ordos but with another meaning, e.g.:

Drg. dam ’old person, old woman, elder sister of the wife’ (= KhU
awG'g), Ord. divin 'frére plus 4gé’but in the NE part of Otok it means the same
as egets'i, ’soeur ainée’;

Drg. gasag ’the hoops of the fireplace; a measure for thin things;
Kazak ; a type of conveyance’, KhU yasao ’Kazak, a type of conveyance’.
Ord. 6asak ’charette, chariot,les cerceaux de fer servant a lier et maintenir les
quatre piéds du t'ulga’

Drg. éDzoi ’a sort of dried curd, not the same as énmea’, Ord. énzgi —
éBTe0

Drg bosog ’'the upper cross-rod of the tent’s door’, KhU nosog ‘’thres-
hold’, Ord. BoSogp ’seuil de porte’;

LM bogeji ring’ KhU bégiP ’ring of harness’, Drg. iségbz ’id’, Ord.
BOgODU ’yoke’.

58. There are certain words which are not common in the central Khalkha

dialect of Ulan Bator, and in the Khalkha literary language based on it, but
which are to be found in other Khalkha dialects :
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Drg. ts'éDi ’a part of the halter’, Khalkhaof Gobi Altai (K11GA) tS'éDI
’id” (Vanduj, op. cit,, p. 8);
Drg. torfxo ‘tea-cup’, KhGA t'urjkii ’id’ (Vanduj, op. cit., p. 7).

59. Finally I have to mention that category of words which | could not
trace in Khalkha or in Ordos :

Drg. beru%i 'a part of the hoof’, KhU berevchij ;

Drg. oeroe ’a swift canter’, Ord. Derk%ere- se dit d’un &ne ou d’un mulet
quand ils vont I'amble ou un pas rapid’;

Drg. DEalxamao ’‘a sort of milk product’.

Further examples will be easily found in the forthcoming vocabulary.
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