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Original Characters for and Strata in
Finals of Some Colloquial Pronunciations

in Southern Min Dialects

Hsu Fang-min

Abstract

This paper first identifies original characters (Zlii) for some collo -
quial pronunciations in Southern Min dialects in order to discuss strata in
the finals of these pronunciations specifically or strata in the finals of
colloquial pronunciations in general.

1. The original characters for the colloguial pronunciations te?, te?, te 2,
and te> are ¥E (or % ), fF, B, and P& (or %5, B ), respectively. The finals e
/eand e? /&7 of these pronunciations, together with the final i/&, make
up one stratum in the finals of Southern Min dialects. Although the initials
of {E, #E, &, and f’Ein Middle Chinese were tg or dz, today the initials are t
or ts. Previously T have suggested that one stratum is in fact one set of strata
or one group of strata. In this paper, we discuss whether iE, , %, and TfE,
with their initials being t or ts, belong to the same stratum under the larger
framework of a set (group ) of strata. To give at least a partial solution to

these sorts of problems, this paper discusses potential correspondences
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between the Southern Min dialects and other ancient or modern dialects
from three points of view: (1) the range of distribution of the finals, (2)
tones, and (3} characteristics of initials. We will also discuss the defects in
these methods.
2. Due to the phenomenon of “final alternation between —ar, —ad and —an”
( FOTHEME ) in the ancient Chu (%) , Song () , and Qi (F) dialects,
the word %4 lost its consonantal ending -n. After being transferred to the
Fujian (ﬁ@) area, this colloquial pronunciation, now in the form of the
reflex “te, is preserved in Southern Min dialects. The final e of “te is desig —
nated as the “e /e /§” final, which may be the same as the “e /ue /4" final.
From the point of view of the range of distribution of the finals, the finals in
the ancient Chu (3% ) , Song (A4) ,and Qi (7 ) dialects may correspond
to these two finals, in which case any one of the three ancient dialects may be
the source for the latter. In addition to this correspondence, we will also try
to understand the historical development of these finals.
3. The Southern Min dialects may have some colloquial pronunciations with
finals au or iau for words in the Yu (3 ) rhyme group. This paper identifies
original characters for words with pronunciations _tau, another _tau, _thiau,
and thiau= as ﬁ, T?F, JF%, and #F'é; More in —depth research in the Min and
other dialects is needed to acquire additional understanding of original
characters —including those for words with the finals au or iau and in the Yu
( # ) rhyme group that we did not originally expect to be able to find. By
accumulating familiar words or original characters and newly discovered orig —
inal characters for finals in one stratum (i.e., one set or group of strata }, we
should be able to make a more meticulous correspondence between finals of
one stratum in Southern Min dialects and other dialects. Through these
correspondences, we may further be able to find solutions to the problem of
how to divide the finals in one stratum, such as au and iau, into finals of one
set or group of strata.
4. The Southern Min dialects may also have the finals o and io as well as the
ordinary o of the Yu {( ¥ ) rhyme group. First, we postulate the phonetic

change:
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**au > Fou >0 **jau > *iou ~>ou > o

or *rau > *ou > o **jau >*ou >io ( 1) >o
by which the better part of *ou and *iou finals changed to o, and the residual
*ou and *iou finals merged with the preexisting finals o and io in the
phonological system of the Southern Min dialects. A few words (characters )
or original characters with the finals o or io are residues, three examples of
which — the original characters #F'é; s i , and Fgﬁwith the finals o or io — are
discussed here.

Insofar as they are residues, there will be fewer words (characters) and
original characters with the finals o or io in the Yu (& ) rhyme group than
in the Xiao (5{"5{ ) rhyme group. But since the Yu (;u% ) rhyme group finals o
and io occurred at a relatively early time, the usual method of determining
which stratum came earlier based on the number of words (characters) or
original characters in each stratum does not work here.

In order to divide the finals o and io in the Yu (;u% ) rhyme group from
the Xiao (%% ) rhyme group and be clear about the history of finals o and io
inthe Yu (¥} rhyme group and the Xiao (%% ) rhyme group, we still must
rely on meticulous correspondences between the Southern Min dialects and

other dialects.

Key words: Chinese, dialects, Min dialects, Southern Min dialects,
research on original character, colloquial pronunciation
(reading ), final, stratum, phonological system, structure,
correspondence,
Chu (%) dialects, Song (42) dialects, Qi ( ) dialects, final

alternation between -ar, —-ad and -an (%ﬁ%ﬁ%) , residue
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WREARAR A EEEEE - MEA SR TE ) EEE (IRE—20t
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