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Flat Plate Experiments and Consumed Power Measurements for Active Control of
Tip Clearance Flow of a Turbine Rotor Using Ring-type Plasma Actuators

ABSTRACT

MATSUNUMA Takayuki

T = T R

SEGAWA Takehiko

Innovative “ring-type” dielectric barrier discharge (DBD) plasma actuators have been developed to facilitate
active control of the tip leakage flow of turbomachinery. The ring-type plasma actuators consisted of metallic wires
coated with insulation material and embedded in a tip casing wall made of insulation material. In order to construct
a two-dimensional model of the tip leakage flow, a flat plate was inserted with a certain clearance to the rectangular
test section of a wind tunnel, and velocity distributions near the plate tip regions were analyzed by particle image
velocimetry (PIV). The forcibly-induced tip leakage flow was successfully dissipated by means of the plasma actuator
flow control at fixed peak-to-peak voltage, Vp-, = 12.8 kV, and various input frequencies from 8.6 kHz to 16 kHz. The
most effective frequency for the reduction of the tip leakage flow was 14 kHz. The evaluation of consumed power
was also carried out using V-Q Lissajous method. In the flat plate experiments, the consumed power for reducing tip
leakage flow with 10 m/s tip leakage flow was estimated to be 55 Watts.
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Fig. 1 Ring-type plasma actuator
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Fig. 2 Cross section of ring-type plasma actuator
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Fig. 3 Measurement system for flat plate with tip clearance
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(c) Flow control (Vp-p=12.8 kV, fp=8.6 kHz)

Fig. 4 Absolute velocity distributions near tip clearance exit of
flat plate at various DBD-PA input voltages (f, = 8.6 kHz)
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Fig. 5 Absolute velocity distributions near tip clearance exit
of flat plate at various DBD-PA input voltages (f, = 8.6
kHz) at x = 28,6 mm
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Fig. 6 Time-averaged velocity distributions near tip clearance exit of flat plate
at various DBD-PA input frequencies frequencies (Vpp = 12.8 kV)
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input voltage for f, = 8.6 kHz
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