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The Circling Method in Syllabaries of Han and Kana
Characters

ISHIWI Nozomu

Abstract There are a breadthwise alignment in ancient circling method of mandala. Almost
all ancient syllabaries of Han characters conform to it, such as The Thirty alphabet table in
Tonhuang, Shu On's deficient scroll, Liuk Papngien's rhyme dictionary. Japanese syllabaries
appended in the notations of Buddhism scripture, and Yunkieng. Yunkieng's circling method
imitates Astadhyayi of Panini. After the last stage of Tang dynasty, China destroyed Indian Esoteric
Buddhism, and it has been observed in Khittan, Mongol, Manchuria, Seiha, Tibet, and Japan. The
circling syllabaries would be retained in many countries.

Keywords Siddham, mandala, Japanese syllabary, rhyme dictionary, division rime
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