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Kanji Are an Adventure! @

Kanji take a lot of reading and writing practice to learn, but the
most exciting part of studying these characters can be found

FAUA - Za—T v —I—PEFEN,
SEETESE T CRPRE—RIC
after you close your textbook and put down your pen. St

. . https://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/
There have been many examples already in previous columns

about kanji you can find nearby around town.
Some characters, however, take you on an entire adventure!

Just south of Sendai, in Miyagi prefecture, there is a town called Rt yuri-age. This
character | is unique to the area—you won’t find it anywhere else in Japan! That’s why

It combines the characters for ‘gate’ P9 and ‘water’ K. It is said that a feudal lord visited
the area long ago, and standing at a temple gate on a hill, he gazed out over the water
below and was moved by the beautiful sight.

My photo taken at ground level doesn’t do it justice, but hopefully you get the idea.
During the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake in 2011, Yuriage and the surrounding area
suffered extensive water damage from the tsunami. They have since built back strong, and
the photo on the right shows a brand new row of restaurants for visitors to enjoy.

]

They serve all sorts of interesting food, such as a thick rice cake called “Reiwa Mochi”
served on a shrimp-flavored cracker, and even s’mores, which is roasted marshmallow
between two cookies.

It was a lovely place with great people and delicious food—a unique and fun experience
that was all thanks to the kanji !
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