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song, | became a little emotional.
It’s very well thought out and
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| KANJI [BHEUL3IL!

I e XA =
Kanji Are an Adventure! @

This month, we have another example of a character considered

i ; ; ; FAUA - Za—Ip—I—MEEN,
to be a Japanese original. This one is found far up north in lwate SR S A T SR
prefecture in a town called Shizukuishi. LS

https://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/

The first character means ‘droplet’ & shizuku and combines the kanji for ‘rain’ @ and
‘fall down’ . The second character is ‘rock’ & ishi.

1

The town’s name comes from a secluded spot within Shizukuishi Shrine. The legend
goes that many, many ages ago, the area was covered in pine, oak and cedar trees so
dense, it would be pitch black even in the daytime. Townspeople often spoke of a
strange sound that rung through the forest, like a wooden flute. One day, a brave
lumberjack decided to search for the source of the noise, and there, in a tiny cave (right
photo, behind the tree trunk) he found it was a rock that made the peculiar sound. Rain
water would drip, drip, drip onto the rock and it would resonate with a unique ring that
was amplified, like a speaker, by the small cave in which it sat.

Sadly, the rock stopped producing this sound almost 30 years ago, but the shrine has
set up a small area where you can make the sound yourself!

If you take the ladle and pour water upon the white rocks below, the water will drip
through between the rocks and strike a metal apparatus that emulates the original
sound of Shizukuishi.
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