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1t was a suburb called Nopporo.
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Our grief and sorrow,
The whirling wind
Blow strongly

At Ground Zero.
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Carrying my son’s bone,

Remaining cherry blossoms
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1 view at parting.
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Shizuoka Prefecture, Hamamatsu: Nueshiro %1

Along the western bank of Lake Hamana &%l hamanako, there is

FXUA - Za—Ir—I—MNEFN.

a place called Nueshiro. It uses a unique kanji you can see in the fé?ﬁgﬁf*ﬂwfﬁ?ﬁﬁ—ﬁ'i

photo below. https://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/

\

This kanji (#8) means ‘chimera,” and combines the characters for ‘night’ & and ‘bird’ &.
In English, a chimera is a mythical beast that combines the characteristics of several
different animals — often animals commonly seen in the West, such as lions, eagles,
bears, and the like. A Japanese chimera generally involves the animals pictured below:

% fail of L2
>% £ €Snc\ke d]

Yorso of ?@
raccoon cloa

= T8
3B
’ Jin
Az
Nuve
CHimeRa

,e_ S o'F ; H : !
"t: 3 2/ 7z /9y
) D +I3€ s ‘¥M{ﬂmﬁﬁ:‘iﬂ)ﬂ\)?ﬁ'%ndﬂ\'w{"

The kanji (88) is thought to originally represent strange ‘birds’ & that called out in the
‘night’ #2. People would hear scary sounds at night, and since it was so dark, they could
not see what animals were lurking around. So, their imagination took over and created
fantastical beasts like the chimera.

It is said that a long time ago, a chimera attacked the western bank of Lake Hamana
and was defeated by iE # B Minamoto no Yorimasa with a bow and arrow. The area

where this took place is now called #&{X nueshiro.
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