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| KANJI [BHEUL3IL!

Kanji Old & New

Kanji have evolved over thousands of years, from crude pictures into e
complex characters. Even today, kanji continue to change, and the ST RSE I CASRE
mix of ‘old forms’ |HF& kyuu ji tai and ‘new forms’ ==& shin ji tai hetps://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/

can be confusing.

The terms |B=4 and #=4& for old forms and new forms mostly apply to characters that
are now general-use kanji. For characters where a commonly used shorthand existed,
the simpler version of the character became the official “new” form, while the more

complicated version was the “old” form.

For example, here are two signs for Rytgasaki City in lbaraki prefecture. One uses the
old form for ‘dragon’ & ryuu, and one uses the new form &E. Since the transition to the
general-use kanji standard happened fairly recently, you will often see old and new used

interchangeably. Even sometimes on the same sign!

Another example is the character for ‘basket’ g€ < & kago. In Hamamatsu, there is a bus
stop for HkEEMT - FREHRT hatago machi. The sign on one side of the street uses the original
character £, while the sign on the other side of the street uses the shorthand &.

As if memorizing kanji was not difficult enough already!
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	39KANJI
	40-45ニュース
	46-47日本語検定
	48-49ねばじろう
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