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Journey to the River Sea

by Eva Ibbotson
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| KANJI [BHEUL3SL!

Four-character Idioms ®

L\A, »n E5 19

EI% ok

cause effect respond repay

o
Karma

Meaning:
The idea that fate or destiny is defermined by past actions

Notes:

I % is cause and effect. K is “to respond (in kind)* 1&Z %
[27z-2%]) #R is “forepay’ #R\5 [ 5], which can

be positive as in recompense and reward, or negative as in retaliate.
The phrase originally referred to the Buddhist concept of karma.

ZLC &P, z0ORBEOENEEIN-: | AREH-TE G\,

And then, during the robbery, the robber’s car was stolen! Funny how karma works.

[zre] (Base]
Wo ¥ Y5 EA

— 70 @ e

sword palr sever
o

Clearly and decisively

Meaning:
Making a clear and final decision, for better or worse

Notes:

Literally, make one (swing of the) sword, and sever something in
two. Most often used metaphorically to illustrate a momentous
decision that took great courage, or perhaps stemmed from a
reckless lack of judgement.

ROEFIARBA T @I H T LEL,

My parents decisively rejected the idea of us owning a dog.

T XA =

FXUA - Za—Ir—I—MNEFN.
IPEFEHSE THD CEFRE—HRIC
Gtfo

https://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/

To wrap up our four-character
idioms series, here are some ones
that include more challenging kaniji.
These idioms are a great way to
condense stories, teachings and
complex concepts into a small and
simple package. Understanding
four-character idioms can greatly
aid in your kanji study!

tﬂz 03K

warm knowledge new

Those who i |gnore the past
are doomed to repeat it

Meaning:
Study history and past teachings to obtain new knowledge

Notes:

This is a rare case of J8& (warm), usually describing the temperature
of food or the act of warming food, being used metuphor\cul\y to
mean ‘give constant attention” or ‘study over and over.

A phrase infroduced in the teachings of Confucius that remains
immensely popular among the Japanese even today.

BEDTFADRREEFANTER I THROT R LB FLLLL),

Let’s examine the causes of the previous recession, learn from the past,
and avoid a future recession.

| hope everyone has enjoyed exploring the fascinating world of Japanese kanji together over these past few years.
Remember, the key to learning anything is regular and consistent practice.

Whether you have been studying for years, or just began yesterday, the principle is the same:

Set aside a little time every day to learn something new and review what came before.

| wish you all the best of luck on your kaniji journey!
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