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Abstract

There are a lot of homonyms between Mandarin and Cantonese. Beginning with the term “/2”, this
paper contrasts the meanings and applications of the Mandarin and Cantonese characters to dis-
cover their resemblances and disparities. Utilizing the method of corpus analysis, the semantic
sources of the different meanings of the Cantonese character “5” and the Mandarin character “#&”
are found in aspects such as the character shape and culture, in order to provide some inspiration
for Cantonese teaching in teaching Chinese as a foreign language.
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