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Multi-Electrode Plasma Actuator for Flow Separation Control of Small-Scale Wing
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The flow control performance of a trielectrode (TED) plasma actuator was evaluated in wind tunnel experiments.

It was found that the thrust of the TED plasma actuator with small gap between the electrodes can be remarkably

improved by optimizing the dielectric layer thickness and the driving conditions. In low-speed wind tunnel tests,

the TED plasma actuator outperformed a conventional single dielectric barrier discharge (SDBD) actuator in terms

of separation control, even on a relatively small NACAOQ0015 airfoil model compared to the plasma actuator, at a

Reynolds number of 6.0x10%.
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Fig. 1 Schematics of the TED plasma actuator
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Fig. 2 Connection diagram of the power supply for
TED plasma actuator

Table 1 Configurations of the TED plasma actuator

Wind
Thrust test tunnel test
Dielectric material PTFE
Electrode material Copper
Dielectric layer thickness: t« [mm] 054 ~ 20 054
Gap length: d [mm] 10 ~ 40 20
Exposed electrode width [mm] 5
Overlap of electrodes [mm] 0
Discharge length [mm] 200
AC frequency [kHz] 16.0
AC voltage: Vae [kVppl | 6.0 ~ 156 6.0
DC voltage: Vi [kV] -30 ~ 30 -14, 18
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Fig. 3 Schematics of thrust measurement system
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Fig. 6 Setup of the time-resolved PIV measurement
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Fig. 8 Thrust characteristics of the small-scale trielectrode
plasma actuator for separation control
(ts = 054 mm, d = 20 mm)
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Fig. 11 Time-averaged streamwise velocity profiles at x/c = 0.5
on the wing model
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Fig. 12 Comparison of time-averaged flow field with and without plasma actuators for various angles of attack
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Fig. 13 Comparison of the separation angle of attack for
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