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QUESTIONS ABOUT ACCUCRAFT LIVE STEAM LIMITED MODELS?
CATALOG $5 postpaid Product Manager: Jerry Hyde CALL ME
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call, write or e-mail HYDE-OUT MOUNTAIN LIVE STEAM  jerry.h@accucraft.com
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HYDE-OUT MOUNTAIN LIVE STEAM :
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FRONT COVER:

Could anything be more beautiful than this setting at Yves Guillaume's home in Trini-
dad, West Indies? An Aster Union Pacific Big Boy pulls a long freight, with the beautiful
Carribean Sea in the background. Yves has built a new track under cover for protection
from the tropical sunshine, and you can read about inside!
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Letters from readers are welcomed and encouraged. Offer ad-
vice, encouragement, suggestions or constructive criticism. Tell
us about your current project (and don’t forget the photos!) or
Jjust share live steam experiences. But please keep your letters to
a reasonable length so everyone has a chance to use this forum.
Letters may be edited for length or clarity. Send your letters &
photos to: SitG, Dept. RPO, P.O. Box 335, Newark Valley, NY
13811, USA...or e-mail to <rbrown54@stny.rr.com>.
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Australia
via e-mail
Hi Ron...

Just finished re-reading the last issue of SitG (#91). I think
that that issue is one of the best. I can’t put my finger on why, I
just couldn’t put it down. 1was wondering how in the hell do you
judge the Willi-Bash contest. [ couldn’t pick any first placer from
the ones that were in the top three. B-)
John Simon

John, I agree with you. It would be very hard to pick between
those top three finishers. Fortunately for me, I didn t have to make
any decisions. We had a judging panel and used a blind system so
that none of the judges knew who the entries were sent in by. That
eliminated any question of favoritism. By the way....I saw all three
of the top entries in person at Diamondhead, and it would still be
a tough call! - ed.

About the cover painting on issue #92....

My face is red! I completely forgot to give credit to Larry
Mosher for bringing Voice of the Berkshires to our attention. Larry
commissioned this painting and it hangs in his living room at this
very moment. Larry had this to say about the painting......ed.

"The reason I had Dave do that particular painting is because
I live in Massachusetts and have driven through the Berkshires
more times than I can count. And since Aster came out with their
Berkshire (sorry to say I don’t have one) I thought it would be
cool to have a painting of a Berkshire in the Berkshires. Also, the
hills/mountains are drop dead georgous in the fall...ergo the fall
color scheme.™

Larry Mosher

B

Austin, Texas
via e-mail

Ron, nice issue. Love the cover art. The D head spread was a
ton of fun too... great to see all the faces. I can’t believe the Cricket
is back, what a cool loco. Fun to read about it.

Too much fun, thanks!

Richard Finlayson
¥ % ok 3k %k 3k

England
via e-mail

Dear Ron...

In Mike Simpson’s in-depth review of the MK II Cricket from
Westminster Locomotive Works, he quotes from the manufacturer’s
specification that the fittings include a “Mike Chaney safety valve™.
This is not true.

Many years ago, | made a batch of safety valves for Mike
O’Rourke for his MK I Cricket based on those | was currently mar-
keting to upgrade the popular Mamod loco. The blow-off pressure
was set at the factory and was deliberately made non-adjustable to
thwart the ambitions of Darwin Award aspirants.

It is clear, from Mike Simpson’s statement that his went out of
adjustment, that the safety valve fitted by Westminster Locomotive
Works is of a different type and that my name should not, therefore,
be associated with it.

Mike Chaney
The author of the review, Mike Simpson, sent the following re-
sponse-ed

My apologies to all for passing on incorrect information. |
would not guess where in the hand-me-down chain of informa-
tion this went awry, but the safety valve on my Mark II Cricket is
adjustable and does permit the user to make a pitch for the Darwin
Award. Hopefully, at 25 psi, [ will not be a finalist.

Sorry for the error and any attendant heartburn.

Mike Simpson




Accucraft Company, 33268 Central Ave., Union City CA
94587, phone: (510) 324-3399 . FAX: (510) 324-3366,
WWW.ACCUCRAFT.COM. Accucraft's American Main-
line Division (1:29 scale railroading) is now offering a
USRA 0-6-0 Switcher in 1:29 scale and 45mm gauge in
live steam. Handcrafted from brass and stainless steel, this
butane fired scale model features piston valves, water level
glass, pressure gauge, check valve on boiler backhead, op-
tional water hand pump, steel driving rods, steel driver wheels, and more. Available in no less than 7 different versions! Estimated
Delivery: Winter 2007, MSRP: $1,399.00 Presale ends 12/1/2007 -- contact your Accucraft dealer for more information or to
reserve one for you.

Photo of Prototype

Accucraft is proud to offer the War Department Baldwin 4-6-0 in
1:19 scale in live steam, with a choice of 45Smm gauge or 32mm
gauge. The butane fired model features pressure gauge, sight glass,
lubricator blow down, Johnson bar reverse lever, and full rivet de-
tailing on cab, tanks, and bunker. The model is constructed of brass
and stainless steel with a copper boiler. Available in 2 versions. Es-
timated Delivery: Winter 2007, MSRP : $§1,895.00 -- Presale ends
12/1/2007 -- contact your Accucraft dealer for more information or
to reserve one for you.
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AMS (American Model Supply) division of Accucraft, is proud to
announce the production of the Jackson & Sharp Coach in 1:20.3
scale and 45mm gauge. These fine scale cars are plastic construct-
ed with brass castings, features die-cast trucks and metal wheels.
Available in 4-car sets and 5 different liveries. Minimum Radius:
1.2 M (48 in.). Estimated Delivery: Summer 2007 -- Pre-Sale Ends:
7/1/2007. Contact your Accucraft dealer for more information or to

reserve yours.

AMS (American Model Supply) is proud to announce the produc-
tion of the Three Bay Hopper in 1:20.3 scale and 45mm gauge.
These fine scale cars are plastic constructed with brass castings and
feature die-cast trucks and metal wheels. Minimum Radius: 1.2 M

1% 4 1_ IS (4 Ft.). Available singly or in sets of 4 cars and in 7 different road
= ; names. Estimated Delivery : Fall 2007 -- Contact your Accucraft or
"‘\,‘__1 Y " AMS dealer for more information or to reserve yours.




American Mainline (a division of Accucraft Trains), 33268
Central Ave., Union City CA 94587, phone: (510) 324-3399 ,
FAX: (510) 324-3366, web site: www.accucraft.com, now has

their PS-1 Box Car available in 1:29 scale. The model features = PENNSYLVANIA
operating sliding doors, full underbody detail, die-cast trucks | = 47903

with metal wheels, working knuckle couplers and quality let-
tering and graphics. There are currently 5 different road names
available with an assortment of car numbers. The quality of our
sample boxcar is excellent in every regard, as we have come to
expect from all Accucraft products. The detail is clean and crisp, with no flash visible at all. The paint and lettering are also
excellent and leave nothing for the modeler to do....other than weathering to taste. Accucraft tells me that they will continue
to add cars and locomotives to their 1:29 line, which is certainly good news. For more information, contact your Accucraft
dealer.

A R I e S R TR R R T R R T T

Trackside Details, 7070 N. Harrison Ave., Pinedale CA 93650, phone:
559-439-0419, web site: http://www.tracksidedetails.com/ has just re-
leased another in their long list of detail parts for the large scale model
railroader. TD-245 is a coal shovel in 1:20.3 scale. The brass casting is
clean and sharp, with no flash or casting lines. Our sample is nicely pol-
ished and ready to weather or go straight to work. Dress up that tender or
coal bin! Contact your favorite dealer or Trackside Details for a catalog
and to place your order.

Practical Garden Railways, a splendid new book by Peter Jones.
Have you always wanted to run your own railway? Does your indoor
model railway leave you with a desire to fill your nostrils with the smell
of steam and hot oil on a winter’s morning? If the answer to any of these
questions is ‘yes’ then you probably need to build yourself a garden
railway, and you certainly need to read this book! Peter Jones is one of
the best-known names in the world of garden railways. In this highly il-
lustrated book he guides you through the exciting world of model trains
in your garden, from small-scale electric-powered locomotives to live-
steam engines capable of carrying passengers, helping the reader to de-
cide on what type of railway would be right, and passing on countless &~ - 'ﬁ
tips for the successful execution of the grand project. Peter's work has 3
appeared in these pages many times. He is entertaining and informative,
and he pulls out all the stops in this new work. The whole book is of = 4
excellent quality, from the paper to the printing to the many color illus- : 5
trations. Highly recommended for the novice, the expert, or the armchair
dreamer! ISBN: 978 1 86126 833 4, 224 pages, Hardback, 246x189
mm, 365 color photos and illustrations. For availability, check with your
model railroad shop, book dealer, or from the publisher's web site at:
http://www.crowoodpress.co.uk/
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Prevent boiler damage and get
longer, safer runs with the WLDS
sensing the water level in the boiler.
With the addition of an Electric Pump
or Solenoid Valve, the water level
can be maintained automatically.

Email : bfindus@earthlink.net
Web site: www.home.earthlink.net/~bfindus

Bill Ford
325 Dryberry Way Fern Park, FL 32730

407 834 4630
th
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Don’t forget to get started

on your entry for our
KONRAD Bashing

\ Contest for 2007! y,

ESC's for low costAM R/C.
EVO-B3 only A$119

= Us $89

Evouma,

RADIO CONTROL

@ Intuitive to use with “EVO Cruise Control”.
@ Variable braking & acceleration.
® Easy set up. Self seeking neutral.
©® Smooth 20 Khz pwm. Use 12v - 24v.
® Optional plug in lights & sound triggers.
@ Hi-Tec “J" plug servo leads supplied.
® Simple screwdriver installation.
@ No “Glitching” with AM R/C. k.
The "E" series have built in accessory functions. 2 Real Time, 1 automahc
In Australia RCS sells Steam in the Garden & Light Iron Digest

P.0. Box 1118, Bayswater, Vic 3153 AUSTRALIA. Int: ++614 2902 9083 Aus: 04 2902 9083

Website: www.rcs-u.com __E-mal: ros@res-c.com VOIP via Engin® (03) 8685 8230)
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( TWIN MOUNTAIN MODEL WORKS

Laser Cut Rolling Stock Kits for the Live Steamer
in 1:20.3, 16mm, and 7/8n2 scales

1 Hima Rail

Saloon Car

This easy-build kit, laser cut from aircraft plywood with
alignment tabs and laser scribed markings, will assemble
quickly for the novice or seasoned modeler.

For more information send $2.00 to:
Twin Mountain Model Works
P.O. Box 60251
San Angelo, Texas 76906 USA
Or visit our website at:
www.TwinMountainModelWorks.com

¥

Les lecteurs francophones peuvent
contacter Guy Ozanne pour obtenir,
gratuittement, une tradauction sur
un element de texte paru dans SitG.
41 rue Jeanne d’Arc, 94.500 Cham-
pigny, France.

tel (33) 01-48-83-62-86
e-mail <Guy.Ozanne@wanadoo. fr>

(see page 22)
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Workshop Project

Adapting a Water Level Detection System to
the Accucraft Mogul

by John Riley

Both of my Ruby “bashes™ are fitted with the Wa-
ter Level Detection System (WLDS) developed by my
clever friend and fellow Florida Live Steamer, Bill
Ford. These engines can be fueled from a 400 gram
propane cannister carried in a box car and constant
monitoring of boiler water level is imperative. The in-
stallation of a Goodall valve allowed run times limit-
ed only by the
capacity  of
the lubricator
and the atten-
tion span of
the engineer.
This  system
has performed
very well for
me and | de-
cided to use
the system on
my Accucraft v
Mogul.

M y
Accucraft
Mogul is a
smart engine
in  frequent
use to haul
crack varnish
and express
freight, and
[ never got
around to
drilling  the
backhead to accept the standard WLDS probe. The
new WLDS languished on the shelf until Bill showed
me his drawing for an extended length probe. This
probe is for applications requiring vertical mount-
ing. The use of such a probe would permit an easy
installation of the WLDS on the Mogul using the fit-
ting for the fill plug above the steam takeoff. Most of
the materials used to make the probe could be found
in my stock of bits and pieces. As an owner of three

Photo #1

WLDS

= 1.917

PROBE

v

Accucraft engines and a boiler from a fourth, I had

already invested in a 10xImm die and tap to fit the

threads in the safety valve and boiler fill bushings.
An explanation of the WLDS is given in Bill

Ford’s article in Steam in the Garden N° 90, so there’s
no need to go into detail here. It will suffice to say that
the WLDS probe which functions as an antenna in an
RF circuit is
coaxial with
a center ele-
ment isolated
electrically
from the outer
element by a
Teflon insula-
tor.

The fill
plug provid-
ed with the

Mogul could
be modified
to make the
probe by drill-
ing  through
to a diameter
0.010 inch
less than the
OD of the
Teflon insula-
tor, pressing
the insulator
into the fill
plug and then pressing the center conductor through a
smaller hole drilled through the insulator.

I chose to make my own. For the center element I
used K&S 3/32 inch OD brass rod. The outer portion
is turned from 1/2 inch OD brass rod. For the insulator
[ found three sizes of Teflon rod at a local electronics
surplus store. These had OD’s 0of 0.160 inch, 0.188 inch
and 0.250 inch, respectively, and ranged from 0.650
to 1 inch in length. All came with a 1/16 inch bore.
Suitable Teflon rod can also be obtained from sup-




pliers such

machining a

as McMas- WLDS sen-
wr-car - WLDS PROBE/GOODALL VALVE o <o
or  Small be made in
Parts, Inc. the form of
To es- Photo #2 a  Goodall
tablish the valve. This
desired solved my
length for immedi-
the  por- ate problem
tion of the with the
probe that : reluctant
extends - backhead
into the < fill  valve
boiler it is g fitting and
necessary 0. provided
to measure — an alterna-
the dis- tive method
tance from of adding
the top of water to the
the flue boiler while
to the top in steam.
of the fill Basi-
tube.  For cally the ap-

the Mogul this distance was 2.16 inches. | was aim-
ing for a minimum water level at 1/4 inch above the
top of the flue. For my probe that dimension is 1.91
inches (2.16" minus 0.25"). The inner conductor must
be made sufficiently long to permit a small threaded
portion above the insulator. I allowed 2.5 inches for
this and made the final adjustment in length after as-
sembly by cutting the excess from the probe tip with
a jeweller’s saw and cleaning up with a pass on the
belt sander and the buffing wheel. The parts and an
assembled probe are shown in Photo 1.

Now it was time for the operational test The boiler
was filled with water in the usual fashionand the WLDS
probe was installed in place of the fill plug, connected
to the LWDS electronics unit and steam was raised.
All was well until the LED turned from green through
flashing red/green to red. I then attempted to add water
through the water feed valve on the Mogul backhead.
The pump bottle I had at hand and normally used to
top up the boiler through a Goodall valve installed in
place of the original fill plug was not up to the task.
The fire was shut down while I figured out what to do
next.. [ am sure that a little time spent dealing with
the fill valve on the backhead would have resolved
the problem, but I did not have tubing of the correct
size and material to make a good connection to the
backhead fitting. So another solution was needed.

That is when it occurred to me that with a little

proach requires that the center conductor be hollow
to admit water and have a tip in the form of a Goodall
valve. A little rummaging in the scrap box yielded
some 1/8th inch OD brass tube with an 0.097 inch ID
that was up to the task. The input end of the Goodall
valve was fabricated and soldered to the tube, which
was pressed into the a piece of the 0.250 inch OD in-
sulator as before, The output end of the Goodall valve
was then soldered in place. The electrical connection
was moved to the side to clear the fill port in the top
of the Goodall valve. Another version of the WLDS
probe/Goodall valve has the electrical connection on
top. The two versions of the WLDS probe/Goodall
Valve are shown in Photo 2.

The installation of the WLDS probe/Goodall
Valve on my Accucraft Mogul and the location of
the WLDS electronics and battery in the tender well
is shown in Photo 3. My installation does not take
advantage of the WLDS capability to drive a water
pump or solenoid to automatically add make up water
to the boiler. To use this feature an alternative to my
chosen location for the WLDS electronics and battery
box would be needed.

This type of LWDS probe and the LWDS probe/
Goodall valve could also be used on other Accucraft
engines having a vertical steam take off pipe topped
by a fill opening threaded 10x1 mm. The probe length
would change depending on the boiler diameter, fill



b l' i ‘: : ' . :
The probe can be seen at center left in this photo, and the
WLDS electronics are in the tender at the right.

pipe height, and the desired minimum level of water the fill pipe, blocking the location of the probe.
above the top of the flue. This version of the probe

will not work for those engines on which the steam w
takeoff on the backhead extends into the boiler below R s R

the site and source ... exclusively Aster !

roster e references e photos e inventory e awesome array of links

T e owaw

ASTER HOBBY  Aster NKP Berkshire - “ Nothing Could Be Finer!”
Jim Pitts, 201 Grandview Circle, Travelers Rest, SC 29690 USA Phone 864 . 834. 3954

www.SouthernSteamTrains.com
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Aster NKP Berkshire....all versions in
stock and ready for delivery!

Accucraft’s SP Davlight (GS-4) in Live
Steam, priced at just $4849.99! [n stock,
ready for delivery now...don’t miss out on
this one! (*“Builf to order” engines - C-21,
K-27, Davlight require deposits)

We have the pop-
ular and smooth
running Accucraft
Mich-Cal Shay. (see
the review of this
loco in SitG N° 68)
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CROSS CREEK ENGINEERING
P.0. BOX 369
SPENCER, OH 442175
PHONE 1-800-664-3226
e-mail: crosscreektrains@hughes.net

Berkshire

Accucraft 3-Cvlinder Shays....

We’ve got ‘em in stock!

We are autho-
rized to sell the
maghificent
hew K-28 in
live steam.
Delivery sched-
uled for Octo-
ber 2006. Call
now fo reserve
vours!

IN STOCK

We’ve got Aster Mikado
kits with both pumes....call
for our price.

e Aster Locomotives

@ HARTFORD CAR KITS V4
e DELTONCARS
® ACCUCRAFT DEALER

® KADEE COUPLERS & GAUGES

® DEL-AIRE PRODUCTS

® SPLIT JAW RAIL CLAMPS

® 70%/30% Butane/Propane, 15.9 oz.
(800ML), $8.00 each.




Steaming in the Caribbean:
Gauge 1 layout construction - old and new
by Yves Guillaume as told to Jim Pitts

Photos of the original layout by Bob and Carol Simpson
and the new layout by Charles Guillaume

Drawings by K.S. Holder, registered architect and interior design consultant.

“The old order changeth, yielding place to the
new.” King Arthur in Alfred Lord Tennyson’s
poem Morte D’Arthur

The idea of Gauge 1 outdoor railway in the Carib-
bean has ethereal appeal. Yves Guillaume, works in
Port of Spain and weekends in Blanchisseuse, Trini-
dad. He reports that in his region of the world, live
steam is a lonely hobby. Yves is the only Gauge 1 live
steamer in Trinidad!

His initial layout was built in 1993; a kidney
shaped, single circuit, waist high elevated track, 119
feet in length with a 12 foot radius. Track was As-
ter with Tenmille and Marcway switches and cross-
overs.

The construction of the track’s base were 8" x
8" concrete columns approximately waist height and
3 feet apart. To connect the columns on either side
were dressed 2" x 4" Douglas fir lumber, fixed to the
side with Hilti anchors. On the top side of the 2 x 4’s
and following the shape of the track, dressed 1' x 3"
battens were fixed in place, spaced 3/4" apart.

On top of this base construction, 5/16" com-
pressed fiber board sheeting was cut to shape, silicone
treated, then fixed in place with stainless steel screws
to the battens. Attached to the ends of the battens,
following the shape, 5/16" thick x 2" wide protective
railing joined at intervals at the top by a thin 14" alu-
minum channel to keep the railing rigid.

The materials used in the 1993 construction were
selected on availability at the time for extreme cli-
mate conditions. Today, Yves would recommend
Greenheart lumber for future outdoor projects.

The original layout was constructed to accom-
modate dual track and the feeder line system was all
installed, including crossover, to serve the two cir-
cuits. Running on the inside circuit was intended to
be anti-clockwise and a clockwise direction for trains

12

running on the outer circuit. Yves states, “The inner
circuit was never completed as there was no one re-
ally to keep me company. Hopefully that will now
change!”

Upon the advice of his physician to stay out of the
tropical sun, Yves decided it was time for a new lay-
out. Thus, planning on a sheltered track system began
several years ago for Gare du Nord in Blanchisseuse.
Situated on the North Coast of Trinidad, twenty five
miles from the capital Port of Spain, Blanchisseuse is
a fishing village with a population of 800.

Yves™ all Aster locomotive roster includes: JNR
C62-2, SNCF Ul Baltic, Union Pacific Big Boy and
Chesapeake and Ohio H8 Allegheny.

Perched on a cliff with an elevated coast line, the
line offers a windy vista. Therefore, his choice of fuel
is a combination of anthracite, bituminous coal and
charcoal proportions depending on which locomotive
he’s firing up. Not just any charcoal, but good, hard
charcoal from the Tonka bean tree. It gives a longer,
hotter burn. His roster is exclusively coal fired.

Rolling stock consists of a dozen Aster JNR pas-
senger coaches (6 brown and 6 blue), eight J&M Train
Bleu coaches and added to this mix is an assortment
of goods, freight carriages and a caboose.

Here are the vital statistics for the new track work
and steam pavilion of the Gare du Nord in Blanchis-
seuse anticipated to be completed and fully opera-
tional by end April 2007.

* Height above sea level — 40'
« Hall area 60' x 40'
* Deck/Terrace area (facing north) - 12' x 40'

*  Track height off ground - 3 14’




are du Nord
lanchisseuse

Mr. Yves Guillanume
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* Track support spacing - 4 14'
« Siding space (double siding) - 90' total

This new double circuit layout offers 145 running
feet on the outer circuit with a radius of 16.34', and
on the inner circuit 140 running feet with a radius of
15.91", permitting a Daylight or Big Boy to negotiate
corners with absolutely no problem. Sunset Valley
track with brass (code 250) rail is being used through-
out. Sunset Valley switches or turnouts: 4 x SW10 (2
RH and 2LH), and 6 SW x 8 (2 RH and 4 (LH).

Concrete Roadbeds were supplied by Louis Vi-
dal Engineering in France. The total order for road-
beds consisted of 22 circular, 8 straight, 4 transitional
(curves are super elevated) with an additional 11
straight sections for sidings. At its base each concrete
roadbed is attached to 1" marine ply (fiberglassed)
having exactly the same dimension as the roadbed.
The roadbeds are in turn supported every four feet
with 8 x 8 concrete blocks covered with ceramic tile.
Angled fiberglass brackets hold each roadbed securely
(from the underside) to the tiled 8 x 8 supports. The
cream colored tile work matches the floor with dark
brown borders. This surface can be easily cleaned
with a water hose.

Due to favorable scenic and climate conditions of
the location, maximum ventilation and lighting has
been artistically maintained. The pavilion’s “Saw
Tooth™ roof was used because of its conduciveness in

the presentation of these natural elements for which
Blanchiessuse is noted.

Providing shelter from the sun, this spacious pa-
vilion offers an inviting place of hospitality. An ex-
tension of the pavilion facing the water presents a 180
degree panoramic view and refreshing ocean breeze.
Architect Ken Holder’s drawings illustrate the drama
and scope of this spectacular structure.

With ample lighting and little or no wind after
sunset, visiting alcohol fired locomotives should be
able to run without problems. It is truly a tropical
sanctuary for live steam both day and night.

Gare du Nord in Blanchisseuse is built to with-
stand tropical winds and rains and recently withstood
an earthquake of 5.80 on the Richter scale. Beneath
the Saw Tooth roof line is a socializing and viewing
area allowing adequate room for those wanting to
see live steaming activity in the main hall. The view
facing south is enhanced by pleasantries of the lush
Northern Mountain Range.

Thanks to a good physician’s suggestion, Gare du
Nord in Blanchisseuse was created. Following doc-
tor’s orders to stay out of the mid-day sun, as you can
see, has produced amazing results. So to quote King
Arthur in Tennyson’s poem, Morte D’Arthur, “The
old order changeth, yielding place to the new.”
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LIVE STEAM FOR
EVERYONE

LESS TENKERING . MORE OPERATING
THE MIKADO W/RC, SOUND AND ELECTRONIC AUTO- START

Ready to run! Just add lube oil, fuel and water.
- Factory installed Radio Control.
- Butane fired with built in Piezzo igniter.
- Reversing and speed control servo motors.
- Rechargeable loco batteries w/charger.**
- Transmitter controlled bell, whistle, & chuff sounds.
- Large mouth lubricator.
- Locomotive boiler with large water capacity.
- Drain cock & pressure valve.
- Sight glass & pressure gauge.
- Butane tank pre-heater bath with drain valve.
- On-board control panel in tender under coal load.
- Metal carrying case with wheels & handle.
- Pulls 10 freight cars or 4 Std.Hvy.Wht. cars.
- Capable of 10’ diameter curves & 3% grades.
- Running time 40 minutes or better.
- Goodall Valve available separately.
- Roadnames: ART84100 Undecorated
ART84101 Pennsylvania
ART84102 Santa Fe
ART84103 Rio Grande

**Transmitter batteries not included Photos are of Engineering Sample. Appearance of production model may differ.
Cylinders, under frame & many other metal components will be blackened.

Here's your chance to operate Live Steam in G-Gauge and not need a mechanic next to you because Aristo-Craft has made
Live Steam simple with the Aristo-Tech Live Steam Mikado! Factory installed R/C gives you locomotive speed and direction
control without chasing after it. Smooth locomotive operation allows delicate control and even switching enhancing realism for
all senses. This is fun guys! The Aristo-Tech Live Steam Mikado by Aristo-Craft is something new you will want and treasure!

ORDER DIRECT OR SEE YOUR FAVORITE ARISTO-CRAFT DEALER!

Aristo-Craft Trains 698 S. 21st Street, Irvington, NJ 07111 Phone: 973-351-9800 Fax: 973-351-9700
www.aristocraft.com aristo@mindspring.com



New, convenient sized piezo-electric igniter for gas
fired locos. No batteries! No fuel! Over 100,000
lights. Fits comfortably and conveniently in shirt or
pants pocket. Just click the button and your burner
is lit. $10.95 each, plus shipping. Order a few today
for your steamup Kit, toolbox, etc.

Ninety-year-old classic Baldwin 2-8-2
steaming from McCloud to Bumey.

Cab rides, run-bys, interviews, more. (A‘I’A"ON“ Lo(o WOR“S

$19.95 plus s/h. 800-564-1066 or
www.steamschool.net PO Box 335

Newark Valley, NY 13811

phone: 607-642-8119
e-mail: rbrown54@stny.rr.com

<+ Roundhouse

¢ Accucraft l “
% Aster

ASTER HOBBY

QUISENBERRY % Jensen
STATION % Stuart Models _

% Aristocraft

| The last of the Aster Berkshire Kkits are
| now in stock. Once these are sold, no
more will be available.

We have a few of the Aristocraft Live
Steam Mikados left...Priced to sell.

Quisenberry Station is now a dealer
for Spektrum digital radio systems
and accessories!

e — _
ﬂ ‘ Quisenberry Station, LLC

3903 Quisenberry Dr
Alexandria VA 22309

116841

Royce Brademan
(Evenings & Weekends)

www.quisenberrystation.com 703-799-9643

royce(@quisenberrystation.com
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Make your own
backyard come alive!

£ The secrets are in

Garden Railways, the
leading magazine for
outdoor model railroaders.
Every issue is packed
with expert tips to

help you combine a
realistic railway within

a beautiful garden.

You’ll discover:
* Train operation

Subscribe now !
6 Issues — Just $27.95

* Landscaping tips ($34.00 Canadian/Foreign)
* Track and roadbed
et 5 Call 1-800-533-6644
* The best new Or order online at
locomotives gardenrailways.com
and accessories
* Project plans, product Garden
reviews, and more! RA“-WAY S
¢ MAGAZINE
GIIIAD A31G

y
S1ERRA VALLEY

ENTERPRISES

SUPPLIERS OF ACCURATE, CUSTOM BUILT,
READY-TO-RUN 1:20.3 & 7/8” SCALE ROLLING

Munger Mining Series Ore Car #0CE-9’

1:20.3
scale

SEND $2.00 FOR
PRODUCT SPECIFICATION SHEETS
WITH PRICING TO:

S1ERRA VALLEY ENTERPRISES
2755 SARATOGA AVENUE, MERCED CA 95340

web site: http://www.sierravalleyenterprises.com

\S

STOCK & METAL WHEEL SETS FOR GAUGE | & GAUGE 0

Sunset Valley Railroad

Complete code 250
track system

* O gauge,1 gauge and dual gauge track

*« Aluminum, Brass, Stainless Steel and
Nickel-Silver rail

* Narrow gauge and Mainline ties

& . The strongest code 250 rail you can
% buy, which means a stable track and
2 smooth running

. Choice of 16 types of switch, from #3 to

#10, Wye’'s, 3-ways, O gauge, dual O/1

gauge, crossovers and more.

« Switchstands, railbenders, clamps

* Visit our website www.svrronline.com
for full color photos of all our products.

Experienced dealer for Aster, Accucraft, Roundhouse and Aristocraft live steam locos, + Kadee, Raymond.

Tel/lFax 253-862-6748 email sales@svrronline.com
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Workshop Project

A Clack-less Check Valve

by Bill Ford

A Clack Valve is simply a one-way valve, usually
related to controlling the flow of a liquid or gas. In
prototype steam application, it was a one-way valve
connected to the boiler to permit adding water to the
boiler while preventing steam from escaping when
water is not being added. It consisted of a tube with
proper connection fittings in which a steel ball slid-
ing inside would seat itself at the bottom, creating a
tight seal. When water was pumped in, the ball would
rise, opening the seal. and water would flow into the
boiler. The valve assembly was normally mounted
vertically so that gravity. and sometimes an added
spring, would assist in making the seal. I am told the
name “Clack™ came from the noise the ball made as it
dropped and made its seal.

In our hobby, the Clack Valve is used in much the
same way except miniaturized, using a 1/8" dia. steel
ball. I have been using this type of valve in installing
the WLDS system and Electric Water Pump in some
of my locomotives. Insome cases it has worked well,
in others, it would seal intermittently or not at all. It
is important that steam pressure from the boiler not be
allowed to flow back to the Electric Pump for proper
operation. It can affect the operation of the check
valves used in the pump.

One way [ use to make sure the seal of the check
valve is good is to steam up the locomotive with the
water line to the pump open, using a quick disconnect.
While raising steam, I disconnect the probe wires and
switch on the system so that the pump is activated and
pumping water can be observed.

When the boiler has reached steaming pressure
and it can be determined that no steam is escaping, the
water line from the pump to the boiler and the probe
plug can be re-connected and you are assured the en-
tire system is operating properly. With the time delay
on the system set to provide as much water from the
pump as possible without lowering the steam pres-
sure, a long successful run can be appreciated.

When [ experienced problems with the ball type
check valve, I decided to try a different approach in
designing and creating a modified Goodall, one-way
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check valve. The machining described below is not
difficult and is presented in a step by step format with
pictures to provide clarity. Obviously the size and
threaded fittings can be changed to meet youR par-
ticular application.

Machining the Clack-less Valve

(See Fig. 1)

1/4-40 3/16" long

N o
)

5718 Hex

-~ 1.00° -

Figure 1

Step 1: Starting with a 1.00 inch length of 5/16" hex
brass stock, chuck it in a lathe with #1 side exposed
and drill a .058" dia. hole longitudinaly for 0.900
inch long. Then enlarge the hole by drilling a .088"
dia. hole, 0.562" in length.

Step 2: In a lathe, turn a 0.250" dia. for 3/16 inches
and tap it 14-40 thread.

Step 3: Reverse the 5/16" hex rod in the lathe with
the new side facing out. Turn this end to 0.250" dia.
for 5/8" length.

Step 4: Then reduce this end (0.250" dia.) to 3/16"
dia. for 7/16" length from the end of the rod back-
ward, leaving a 3/16" length of 0.250" dia.

(See Photo #1)

Step 5: Thread the 3/16" length of the 0.250" por-
tion of the rod to 1/4-40 thread. (See Photo #2)

Step 6: Reduce the 3/16" dia. length portion of the



Photo #1 | Photo #2

«

Photo #3

Photo #5




Photo #7

rod to 0.115" dia. for 5/16" length from the threaded
portion toward the end leaving a 3/16" dia., 3/16"
length of stud on the end. Round off this end with a
file so that the silicon tubing can be slipped over it
and retain it. (See Photo #3)

Step 7: Using a Mill or Drill machine and starting
with a center drill, carefully drill a 3/64" hole cross-
wise thru the tube, midway along the length of the
0.115" dia., 5/16™ length tube.

(See Photo #4)

The finished valve is shown in Photo #5.

Step 8: Cut a 14" length of 0.190" OD, thin wall,
silicon tubing. Clean the whole fitting and make
sure no machining chips remain in the tube before
slipping the silicon tubing over the stud end and
onto the 0.115" dia. tube. (See Photo #6) .

Check to assure that air easily flows from the in-
put and out the cross hole. Then using a hand pump
or an electric pump, make sure water is expelled
when forced into the input side of the valve to observe
proper operation.

A typical connecting tube is shown
in Photo 7.

Use with the WLDS System

For those who might be using this
valve in conjunction with the Water
Level Detection System (WLDS),
thread output end of this fitting into
any suitable bush in the boiler. It’s not
important where the bush is located in
the boiler. Connect a length of 1/8"
dia. copper tubing to the input using a
compression fitting. The copper tube
should be long enough to assure that
the copper tubing is cool enough to al-




-

low silicon tubing from the pump to be attached. A
quick disconnect fitting is recommended so that the
silicon tubing from the pump, normally installed in
the tender, can easily be disconnected. All tube con-
nections on the output side of the pump must be tight-
ly fastened and use thick walled silicon tubing due to
the possible pump pressures of 40-90 psi.

Photo 8 shows the valve installed in a Round-
house Fowler. The electric water pump, WLDS sys-
tem, and the water tank are contained in the tender
(See Photo 9). This system provides the safety and
security for long, enjoyable runs.

This completes the Clack-less Check Valve. |
have found it to be a reliable and ideal one way valve

for our model steam applications. Please write me of

your experiences and comments in making and using
this valve via e-mail: bfindus@earthlink.net For
more information about the WLDS system, visit my
website, www.home.earthlink.net/~bfindus

NR

(see page 31)
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Natlonal Summer Steamup

FOR SMALL-SCALE (1:13.7-1:32) LIVE STEAM TRAINS

FIVE DAYS, FOUR NIGHTS!
HUNDREDS OF FEET § TRACK, MULTIPLE LAYOUTS

ANNIVERSARYS

 LIONS GATE HOTEL, 2]
WWW SUMMERSTEAMUP.COM/P0 BOX 719, PACIFICA, (A 94044

McCLELLAN, CALIF.
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The Nuts and Bolts of Shays

Shop Number 1928
By Dan Rowe

This Shay was built for the Comanche Mining &
Smelting Co. of Silver City, New Mexico. It was only
a medium-size class B Shay, but it was the largest
Shay ever built for 2 gauge. It did not spend much of
its operating career as 2 gauge; it was re-gauged to
42 by W.M. Ritter and then worked the hills of West
Virginia in relative obscurity. The gauge is really the
only thing that makes this locomotive unique. Eleven
Shays were built to plan 1895 -- both 3 gauge and
standard gauge: S/N 1895 and 1947 were 3 gauge:
S/N 1930, 1950, 1957, 2012, 2053, 2088, 2116, and
2142 were standard gauge.

Plan drawing 1895 shows a steam brake cylinder
mounted on the left I beam in the forward location
and an air brake cylinder in the rear. This dual
air/steam brake design was slightly more complex
than a double-ended steam brake, but it gave the
engineer more options in an emergency.

/N 1928 did not have an air compressor when
built; it was shipped with two steam brake cylinders.
The two brakes were connected so that if one brake
cylinder failed. the other would operate the whole
brake system by itself. The end of each brake cylinder
nearest the firebox serves as a fixed pivot point. The
cross frame brake beams are connected to that pivot
point and the opposite ends are joined to a long,
common brake rod that connects the front and back
cylinders. The common brake rod is located on the

- -

Shop Number 1928 loaded on a flat car leaving Silver City New Mexico.
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right side between the engine and right-frame I beam.

In 1917, they made the change to add an air
cylinder, just like in plan 1895. The change was a
simple operation because the steam cylinder mounts
were designed to match the standard Westinghouse
10 x12 air brake cylinder. The frame plan with all
the frame brake rigging is shown on plan drawing
1895, which is LLW drawing card 16414. This
drawing is available from the Allen County Historical
Society, 620 West Market St., Lima OH, 45801;
attention Mr. Charles Bates.

In the drawing, the left side of the firebox is cut
away to show the rocker grates used for burning coal.
The dump plate is shown in the dump position and
the operating shaft can be seen best in the end views.
One of the grate side rails and the bearing for the
dump plate shaft are shown as separate drawings
below the left firebox. The grate shaker lever was
removable, with a socket to match the stub lever
which is shown with a dotted line.

The end views have the foot board cut away at
the bottom of the end beams so the truck front and
back views are not obscured. This is the same truck
that was shown in the standard truck article in SitG
issue #90.

It is not surprising that they did not build more of
these because it looks like a stiff wind would blow it
over.

Photo courtesy Ed Bond



Built by the

Lima Locomotive &
Machine Co. Lima Ohio

Built for the

Comanche Mining &
Smelting Co. Silver City NM

Operators of the

Silver City, Pinos Altos &
Mogollon Railroad

Shop Number 1928

Date Shipped 6/29/1907
Weight empty 62,790 #
Bore & stroke 10" x 10"
Driver diameter 28"

Coal capacity 1-3/4 ton
Water capacity 1200 gallons
Boiler 44" straight

Boiler pressure 180 PSI
Tubes 104, 2" OD, 108" L
Firebox length 54-3/4"
Firebox width 37-1/4"
Firebox height 60-1/2"
Gear ratio 20:41
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History

The Comanche Mining

&

Smelting Company Railroad
..the tail wagging the dog

by Garrie L. Tufford
map & photos from the author’s collection
except where otherwise noted

Mining ventures usually do not attract the mod-
eler’s attention unless there is a railroad attached to

it. The Comanche
Mining & Smelt-
ing Company is
no exception, and
if it were not for
the two-foot nar-
row-gauge Silver
City, Pinos Altos
& Mogollon Rail-
road it built for
its “conveyor” of
ore from mine to
mill and smelter it
would have gone
largely unnoticed.

The Coman-
che Mining and
Smelting  Com-
pany, with offices
in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin,  was
incorporated  in
1902, by Michi-
gan and Wiscon-
sin investors who
bought a large
group of mining
properties in the
Burro Mountains
southwest of Sil-
ver City. The or-
ganizers had been
very  successful

mining men who were seeking opportunities in other
places. The Comanche company bought an old smelt-
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\/_, Altos
Silver City, Pinos Altos
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owned by @
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er at Silver City and
mines at Pinos Al-
tos in 1903 from the
George F. Hearst
estate that was to
be used to treat the
ores from their sev-
eral properties. This
smelter accidentally
burned at the time
of the sale, and a
much larger ore re-
duction and smelter
plant was then built
on the site.

The end came to
the Comanche com-
pany’s  operations
and plans because
of mismanagement
and was over-ex-
tended when the
‘Panic of 1907 hit.
The price of copper
was also in a free
fall and dropped
more than 50% in
a few weeks’ time.
A bankruptcy was
sought in late 1907,
and all work was
stopped and the op-
eration closed.



In 1908, the destitute company was merged with
another company, the Copper Gulf Company, which
had been organized in 1906 by Minnesota mining men
who also wanted to purchase mining properties in the
Burro Mountains. The Comanche and Copper Gulf

gave this as 22 inches. Another company, the Silver
City and Pinos Altos Railroad, had been organized
the previous year, but quickly faded away.

Although the company’s early promoters may
have hoped to build to Mogollon (actually Cooney

companies was to be
were then the ter-
incorpo- minus), a
rated as the very  ac-
Savanna tive silver
Copper ' . and gold-
Company #i’ # camp some
on  Sep- P 70  miles
tember 9, north  of
1908, with Silver City,
its princi- and even
pal office a  branch
in Duluth, = o o eastward
Minne- L7 50 g e to the Ha-
sota. The e = nover and
Comanche Jgiaraesee Sas , 1&"‘ : : Santa Rita
: d ¥ 5 ;s b+ -3 = E e
stockhold- Thees T REDUCTION WORNKS. SILVER CITY, N M copper
ers became mining

83% of the new company after they paid in their share
of the old Comanche debts. Very few of the Coman-
che shareholders failed to pay their assessment, so the
Savanna Co. was basically the original company, but
under new management. When all of the financial
details were worked out a “Sheriff’s™ sale was held
October 6, 1909, and the Savanna Copper Company
held all of the property, save for a very small debt of
a few thousand dollars.

There was much talk of reopening the mines and
smelter, but little came of it. Significant changes
in the copper industry had also occurred that would
make smaller operations such as the Savanna’s non-
competitive. In January 1916, the Savanna Copper
Company sold its Burro Mountain holdings to Phelps
Dodge for $700,000. The much reduced Savanna
company then leased its remaining properties at Pi-
nos Altos and Chloride Flat to various small operators
into the 1940s.

The Silver City Pinos Altos & Mogollon Railroad

The Silver City, Pinos Altos & Mogollon Rail-
road was incorporated August 24th, 1889, to build a
railroad from a mill at Silver City, New Mexico to
mines near Pinos Altos, about seven miles. The Au-
gust 30th Silver City Enterprise stated the gauge was
“to be the same as that of Clifton,” Arizona, which
was 20 inches, although the newspaper mistakenly
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camps, they were most interested in better transporta-
tion of ores from Pinos Altos. The route to Pinos Al-
tos was surveyed and nearly five miles graded before
the work was stopped.

The Comanche company bought the franchise
and partially graded route of the Silver City, Pinos
Altos & Mogollon Railroad in 1905. A modified
route, about 14 miles long, was located and com-
pleted in mid-1906. The road now had a circuitous
path around Silver City through Chloride Flat. This
was not to make a better grade for the railroad but be-
cause the company owned mines in Chloride Flat that
would provide flux for the smelters. It was also de-
cided that the gauge would be 24 inches. In addition,
all of the Railroad’s cars were built in the Comanche
Mining Company’s large machine shops, purchasing
only trucks and miscellaneous hardware.

Another branch was projected and surveyed to the
Company’s Burro Mountain mines, however the Santa
Fe also projected a standard gauge road to the Burro
Mountains and the Comanche Company eventually
decided they would ship their ores to Silver City over
the Santa Fe’s tracks, thus effectively ending plans
for the extension. The SC, PA & M would have been
quite a railroad if everything had been built!

All of the railroad’s locomotives were Shays.
Two very small engines were bought from Colorado’s
Gilpin Tramway. These were Gilpin #1 and #2 and
they kept their numbers on the SC, PA & M. They
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Typical Mining View near Silver Cilty. New Mexico. "Pacific Mine ”
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were used for switching around the Reduction Works
and to haul slag trains to the dump. Two 20-ton Shays
were purchased from Lima (S/N 1672 and 1673) to
haul ore from Pinos Altos to Silver City. They hauled
10-car trains daily, each carrying 100 tons of ore to
supply the needs of the works. In 1907, the Company
bought their last locomotive, Shay #5 (S/N 1928),
a 36-ton engine, the largest ever built for two-foot
gauge.

To accommodate all of these engines the Coman-
che Company built a seven-stall stone engine house
at Silver City. Shay #5 and any other new engines
were to be used on the ill-fated Burro Mountain ex-
tension. A very ambitious operation, but the “Panic
of ‘07 and closure of the entire operation ended any
of these plans. The railroad was finished as the new
Savanna company sold the Burro Mountain properties
to the Phelps Dodge company and closed the Silver
City plant. The railroad was finally sold for scrap to
the Hyman-Michaels and Harry Benjamin companies
in 1913, and taken up.

The Silver City, Pinos Altos & Mogollon Railroad
operated for only a brief period but has acquired a rath-
er large following overshadowing its mining company
owners. It really is the tail wagging the dog.

Train on the hairpin loop, ca 1907.
photo courtesy Ed Bond




Workshop Project

Stainless Steel Wicks

for your Aster Locomotive
by Jeff Runge

This approach offers an alternative to other tradi-
tional wick materials. In the early days of Gauge 1
Steam, screen wire wicks were used. This traditional
variation on alcohol firing is not intended to correct
other problems such as drafting, poor fuel quality or
mechanical issues.

I have used this method for ten years and now
stainless screen wicks are my only approach. The ad-
vantages are many:

+ Stainless wire wicks do not drop out when
transporting the locomotive.

* To quickly correct water accidentally spilling
on a wick, you simply flush out the wick with
alcohol.

« Stainless wire wicks do not absorb liquid;
they simply carry or transport alcohol by
capillary action.

The challenge with stainless steel wire wicks in
the installation.

First you must find a supplier for stainless screen
wire from which to fabricate the wick. Some have
suggested using the wire in a frying pan grease spatter
shield. The critical issue here is the size of the mesh,
is it free cooking grease, and does the cook allow the
appropriation of kitchen utensils for Gauge 1 hobby
purposes?

Wick material should be about 80 per inch mesh.
You need a good magnifying glass to count them!
Coarse wire does not work for wicks.

(Small Parts Inc. - web site http://www.small-
parts.com/ carries a nice selection of stainless steel
screen in quantities appropriate to our needs. ed.)

Once the screen wire is obtained, cut one square
foot of material. I have found this more than enough
to do a locomotive, such as an Aster USRA Mikado
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or Berkshire. Naturally, the size of the burner cup
determines the amount of material needed.

Cut the material into 12 inch long strips and with
a width for the wick height matching the same as the
original wick height on your alcohol fired locomotive
(12 or 14 mm above the cup).

Roll the screen wire strip lengthwise as tightly as
possible. The total diameter should be the amount as
if you were going to fit it directly into the burner cup.
You may wish to temporarily secure the roll with wire
or tape.

Place the roll in a sturdy bench vise and crush as
flat as possible. Remove from the vise and unroll.

Starting from the other end, roll backwards with
the previous inside of the roll now being on the out-
side. Roll back up tightly. The pleats in the wire pre-
vent the layers of wire from laying flat against each
other. The pleated space between the layers provides
capillary space for the alcohol to move from the bot-
tom of the burner cup to the top of the wick.

Slide the roll of stainless steel wick into the burn-
er cup. Temporarily wrap the exposed portion with
tape, so it maintains its diameter on the outside or top
of the burner cup.

With a Dremel® cut-off tool and wearing eye
protection, cut a “U” shaped notch (similar to a “car-
toon” shaped mouse hole.

With the “U” notch straddling the transfer tube
in the burner assembly, push the stainless steel wire
wick all of the way down.

Once the stainless steel wick is seated in the
burner cup and you are satisfied with the wick height,
remove the tape.

However, should you need to trim the wick, keep
the tape in place and use your Dremel® cut-off tool
to adjust the height.

Now install the burner into your locomotive. For
Aster Berkshire operation, I have found a silicon tube
extension (attached inside the original alcohol fuel-
ing tank) can be lengthened by an eighth of an inch
(1/8"). This reduces the amount of fuel supply to the




Step #2 - roll the mesh and then
fatten it in a vise.

wicks, thus reducing burner heat. Therefore, a longer
run is produced on a tank of fuel.

The stainless steel screen wire wick is applicable
to other locomotives, including the Aster Mikado.
The photo illustrations with this article used an Aster
Mikado burner.

Should you have feedback or questions about this
old but now new again method for burner wicks, you
may contact me at jeffrunge@carolina.rr.com

Southern Steam Trains LLC (www.southern-
steamtrains.com) expresses appreciation to Jeff
Runge for sharing his insight and expertise on stain-
less steel wire wicks and for allowing us to post this
article on our website, and also for sharing it with
SitG readers around the world.

\ o
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(see page 38)
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View of extension on the bottom of
the fuel tank (see text).

After rolling the mesh to the proper size, a
notch must be cut to straddle the alcohol feed
tube at the bottom of the burner cup.

Mesh wick, rolled and inserted in burn-
er cup. It should fit tightly enough so
that it doesn't fall out when the loco is
turned upside down.

The wicks should be trimmed to
the proper height above the top of
the burner cup. This height will
vary for each application.
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LIVE STEAM FOR
EVERYONE

LESS TENKERING . MORE OPERATING
THE MIKADO W/RC, SOUND AND ELECTRONIC AUTO- START

Ready to run! Just add lube oil, fuel and water.
- Factory installed Radio Control.
- Butane fired with built in Piezzo igniter.
- Reversing and speed control servo motors.
- Rechargeable loco batteries w/charger.**
- Transmitter controlled bell, whistle, & chuff sounds.
- Large mouth lubricator.
- Locomotive boiler with large water capacity.
- Drain cock & pressure valve.
- Sight glass & pressure gauge.
- Butane tank pre-heater bath with drain valve.
- On-board control panel in tender under coal load.
- Metal carrying case with wheels & handle.
- Pulls 10 freight cars or 4 Std.Hvy.Wht. cars.
- Capable of 10’ diameter curves & 3% grades.
- Running time 40 minutes or better.
- Goodall Valve available separately.
- Roadnames: ART84100 Undecorated
ART84101 Pennsylvania
ART84102 Santa Fe
ART84103 Rio Grande

**Transmitter batteries not included Photos are of Engineering Sample. Appearance of production model may differ.
Cylinders, under frame & many other metal components will be blackened.

Here's your chance to operate Live Steam in G-Gauge and not need a mechanic next to you because Aristo-Craft has made
Live Steam simple with the Aristo-Tech Live Steam Mikado! Factory installed R/C gives you locomotive speed and direction
control without chasing after it. Smooth locomotive operation allows delicate control and even switching enhancing realism for
all senses. This is fun guys! The Aristo-Tech Live Steam Mikado by Aristo-Craft is something new you will want and treasure!

ORDER DIRECT OR SEE YOUR FAVORITE ARISTO-CRAFT DEALER!

Aristo-Craft Trains 698 S. 21st Street, Irvington, NJ 07111 Phone: 973-351-9800 Fax: 973-351-9700
www.aristocraft.com aristo@mindspring.com






THE TRAIN DEPARTMENT
REGNER

IN AMERICA

QUALITY READY TO RUN AND KIT MODELS

Higm it
B Ak

MINI R-T-R $658.00 JUNIOR KIT; $409.00

1:22.5 LOCOMOTIVES

SEE OUR WEBSITE: www.traindept.com OR
 CALL 757-855-6364 FOR DETAILS




TEXAS ROUNDHOUSE

Garden RR Company

sy vullieyye

THE

0GGING MININ
& IN])US'I‘RIA]A READY TO SHIP

ANNUAL et
Availabl April send $5.00 for catalogue Box
v 1 eje}v‘e{rry = - Seabrook, Texas 77586
The NArRrROW GAUGE ANNUAL in August For entire offering, see

ENGINES IN STOCK &

Ph281-543-3028

www.roundhouse-eng.com
The MoDELER'S ANNUAL cember

Individualy.si.your:RobDy. $hoj M9 8e; DY SULBOHN I e-mail: TexasRoundhouse@aol.com

WEeSTLAKE PUBLISHING CoMPANY - 1574 KERRYGLEN STREET WESTLAKE ViLLace, CA 91361
PHONE: 805-379-0904 - E-MAIL: FINESCALERR(@.MSN.COM Proudly selling and servicing Roundhouse
www.westlakepublishing.net or www.finescalerr.com live steam locomotives exclusively
L ] F t . -]

Roundhouse, Locomotion

and LightLine!

Watch this space for an announcement
about new product lines in the next issue...

DOUBLEHEADER PRODUCTIONS
3725 Pageant Place
Dallas, Texas 75244
214.769.1966 (cell)
kmatticks@gaugeone.com




Product Review

Trainz Railroad Simulator

by Peter Foley

. e q
Aj!"! needs/demands of the model
aBTRAINZ railroad/railfan ~ community,

HAILROARDO .S'IMII[HTHH

and it now delivers a rich and
varied railroad simulation,
with more than enough op-
portunities for even the most
jaded user.

Start — i iy This is a fairly large pro-
. gram. It comes on four CDs,

Options Website = and takes up 4 gigabytes, or so,
Manage Content Extras of hgrd drive space - it takes
considerable storage space to

Manual Read Me hold all the varied scenes, sce-
narios and trains that are on of-

Quit fer. It ran without any hiccups

on my off-the-shelf 3 gigahertz
Pentium 4; their minimum re-
U —_— = T PR _ = quirement is a 2.5 gig P4 with
ot iy 1 inarmationsi copyright fews. Trainz s & registered Sadumar. 512 megs of RAM, and as with
all things of this kind, your
mileage may vary.

Opening Screen. The controls are easy to use.

At the outset I should state my qualifica-
tions to provide this review: that’s easy, | don’t
have any. I'm moderately computer literate, but
after being routinely trounced by my children
at a succession of video games, I gave them up
as being too damaging to my ego. So, when
our esteemed editor asked me to try out Trainz
Railroad Simulator 2006 [ was somewhat leery,
to say the least.

The good news: it is not a video game in
the traditional sense of the word. Oh, there’s
lots of fun to be had, but it’s the kind of fun I
can relate to. I tried Microsoft Train Simulator
when it came out. It was OK, but after a short
time my interest waned and ....it just didn’t have
IT. Truth to tell, I've ALWAYS wanted to be a
train engineer and this simulator is the closest
I’ve come to that dream by a very large margin!
Can you tell that I liked it?

This is the third version of Trainz. From
what I understand the first version was very
similar to Microsoft’s offering, but Trainz has
persevered in developing a program to meet the

7/ INZA

SHAILROAD; .S' IMIIlﬂT [1//4

2006

The game start screen - ‘Surveyor’gets you building, ‘Driv-
er’gets you driving, ‘Railyard’ takes you to your equipment
inventory and ‘Trainz Exchange’ takes you to the on-line

inventory.
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DRIVER SESSIONS

Description

There is a progression of tutorials to teach you how to get the most from

your sessions.

British Midlands 2 [2]

Tutorial 1 - Controls
Tutorial 2 - Waybills

City and Country USA 2 (2]
Demo Modula City 2004 [1]
Hawes Junction [11)
Highland Valley Industries [1)
Iberia Interior 4 [3]

MagLev Project 2006 [4)
Marias Pass Approach [3]

Northbay County [5]

Outback Australia 2 [1]
PT Drésden-Nuernberg Demo [9] 11}
Tidewater North [2] :
Tidewater South [3] -'

& ;- Toronto Rail Lands 1954 [7] _

Wadalbavale Line [3]
Scenarios [3] 'Ii
il

S

There is a solid set of tutorials to take you through

the basics and teach you how to make things do what
you want them to. Controls are easy to understand

and intuitive, and other than a
need for reasonable hand/eye
coordination, anyone should
be able to enjoy this simula-
tor. You can also save sessions
as you progress through them,
and go back later to finish it at
your convenience.

As installed off the CDs
there are over 150 ‘real’ steam,
diesel and electric locomotives
and a multitude of routes and
scenarios to work your way
through. There is also a sub-
stantial web-presence, a huge
library of downloadable “as-
sets” to improve/enhance/ex-
pand your play (play is in the
sense of d*mn, this is fun) and
the ability to take part in inter-
active sessions over the web.
There is also a large, world-
wide community of developers
who are creating new routes,

equipment, et al, and upload-
ing it; all available for you to
download.

That’s the run-trains side
of things. Trainz has a really
terrific “*Surveyor” side that al-
lows you to ‘build” your own
railroad through the use of a 3-
D modeling program built into
the set-up. Controls for this
portion are also intuitive and
easy to understand, and there’s
that huge on-line library of
“assets’ to help you make it
look the way you want.

The really enticing side
of this thing is the possibility
of using it to design the earth-
form/landscape of your garden
railroad. One of the things I re-
member best from my former
life as a landscape architect, is
just how difficult it is for the
majority of the population to
translate a 2D plan into a 3D
view, inside their head. This

program offers an opportunity to lay things out in
2D, then manipulate and view it from all the angles in

BASIC CONTROLS

S

W - Throttle up
X - Throttle down
. S - Throttle zero

Q - Brake Release

Z - Lap Brake
A - Brake Application

F - Reverser Handle FWD ‘
R - Reverser Handle BWD

M - Map
H - Horn
V - Sand
B - Bell

PauseBreak - Emergency Brake P - Pause

Basic driver controls are simple and easy to use.
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The external cab view can be ‘,oomed in, ramed or Iowered and rotated
through 360 degrees.

Cutrent Speed: & mph
Spna Limit. 15 mph
(JE2R1]

OCICIE)

NRRR

(see page 44)

changing it into a 3D view. Finally, you can add veg-
etation, and adjust that to get the character you want.

Print it out, take it to your re-
tail nursery and say: “I want
something with this character,
that won’t spread too rapidly,
about two feet high maximum,
no flowers, no fruit”. I haven’t
had the time to take more than
a cursory look at this idea, but
it seems feasible to me.

There is a learning curve
here, but it’s not too steep.
There is also the possibil-
ity that it will take time from
your modelling activities (hm-
mmm, self-discipline....what a
concept!). My only quibble (a
minor one) with the simulator:
I occasionally had difficulty
getting turnouts to throw as |
approached, still, I think it’s a
winner.

The internal cab view can be mtated through 3 60 degree9 Controls in
view can be ‘driven’ with the mouse or through the keyboard. Viewpoint
can be changed with a click of the mouse.
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. WELTYK'’S VISIT US AT: GS-4 coming this summer ‘B
H i www.weltykswhistles.com (woo woo valve)
‘ I
! S Bob Weltyk Models to fit theAccucraft Ruby,
| T 2534 Mercury Drive C-16, K-27, Shay & Mogul
| L Lake Orion MI 48360
| - -
! E 248-391-1002 Models to fit the Catatonk Climax
| WhistesForsmal seoe L simes. bOb@weltykswhistles.com  d 14-ton Shay ré

h

GET your NEW steam Stuff catalog with the prices in it,
it's finally done. Only $5.00

Call us at 573-898-3040 or visit our website WWW.SSsmodels.com

9 0

PO Box 225 7 "%&g%,@*%:%? l

Elsberry, MO 63343 45 °5,%.%, 5,%,
Hours, M-F 4PM-8PM & 'e% e, ® %i '
some Sat 9AM-4PM %, 4 i

L central time 0
D. J.B. Engineering ArQ' Graham Industries
—_— |} = ——— = - - " _——— = Bl e —— | -

900+ G scale Detail
N ” Parts & Kits
C

—— ns IS - > Pile Driver kit, 1/29 diesel parts
§- ; Replacement Ruby cab, more...

[
4‘ . ) ‘ E
e e T
n.,i' '\IB,!’

W

www.ozarkminiatures.com Catalog $4.00
3461 S. 5225 W. Cedar City, UT 84720 fax 435-586-0580




Workshop Project

Lateral Automatic Passage Counter
by Charles McCullough

Keeping track...(no pun intended!)

While running a live steam locomotive, besides
watching the track ahead for obstructions and con-
trolling the speed of the train, the engine crew must
also maintain a near constant vigil on the boiler pres-
sure and water level. In the real world, these jobs
are performed by two people in the cab, the Engineer
and the Fireman. The Engineer primarily controls the
motion of the locomotive and the Fireman primarily
controls the fire. Both must watch the boiler pressure
and water level... it IS that important!

It is really not all that hard; you couple onto a
train, set the valve gear and throttle and turn the en-
gine loose and (mostly) sit back and watch. Well...
those of us with radio control get to (mostly) sit back
and watch, others have to chase after the locomotive
to adjust the throttle to keep the speed under con-
trol as the grades change. I guess some just sit back
and sweat it out, hoping the thing doesn’t go too fast
around a curve someplace. Every minute or two you
check the water level and if necessary adjust a bypass

However, in the miniature world all these tasks
usually fall to the lone Owner/Operator. On the
CMBY RY, that’d be me, all by my lonesome, and [
assume the same is true for most of the rest of us that
have live steam locomotives in their garden railroad.

valve if you have an axle pump, or hand pump water
into the boiler with some other method.

[ wanted to know how far the train goes on one
tank of fuel. I spent no small amount of time cogi-
tating on how to measure the distance my train has




traveled. I put a bicycle speedometer on a freight car,
but found a couple of difficulties with it. The magnet
glued to the axle tended to pluck loose spikes from
my switches and (besides the problem of loose rails),
the spikes would wedge between the magnet and the
sensor and either lock up that wheel set or knock
the magnet off the axle. A bigger problem is that at
higher speeds the magnet spins so fast around the axle
that the sensor cannot detect the number of rotations
and the speed and distance indications become wacky
and useless! Any speed above about 25 (scale) MPH
would register as random speeds from 0 to 30 on each
update of the display and the distance indication lost
any resemblance to accurate.

Counting in my head how many times the train
has gone around the track was no better. All those
things that need paying attention to, coupled with
my fascination with watching the valve gear as the
wheels go ‘round and ‘round and the minute or so it
takes to traverse around my RR means that I quickly
lose track of the lap count.

In my head, I designed several different methods
to perform this task for me... mechanical vanes that
the train would push out of the way and via ratchet
and pawl drive a set of numbered gear wheels... or
electronic sensors using a light and photocell to trig-
ger an electronic counter and display. The completely
mechanical ones proved way beyond my construc-
tion capabilities and the electronic variety exceeded
the size of my wallet when I began to count the cost
of the individual components; sensor, counter chip,
display driver chip, numerical display, power supply,
circuit board and a box.

On my morning constitutional one day I realized
that hanging on my belt was a ready-made counter,
complete with power supply, sensor and nice 5-digit
display, all mounted in a nice little box... and at about
$6.98, a Pedometer wouldn’t impact my kid’s inheri-
tance too badly if I bought another one with which to
experiment!

I knew that the sensor inside is a small reed switch
that is triggered by a magnet on a spring-loaded pen-
dulum I figured that if I could put a strong enough
magnet on the train and set the pedometer close
enough to the track the two would interact enough to
cause the reed switch to register a count.

The strongest magnet I could find was from a
computer hard drive that had gone bad. I must warn
you that these magnets are a bit dangerous! Don’t get
thin body parts between them and any loose magnetic
material or another magnet! I got a nasty blood blister
between the palm and first knuckle of my index fin-
ger when handling the magnet and a metal plate... the
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plate snapped against the magnet very fast and hard
and my finger was just in the wrong place... OUCH!
Also, they are quite brittle and will shatter if you at-
tempt to pry them off the metal plate they are glued to
in the drive; just cut the plate to size with a hacksaw.

First, [ verified that the magnet would trigger the
counter from a distance of about an inch or so. Then |
taped the magnet to the side of the locomotive tender
and placed the pedometer on a rock near the track. As
[ highballed the mainline on the first pass, the magnet
snapped up the pedometer and whisked it away down
the track... Hmmm... that didn’t work too well!

I weighed down the pedometer by filling the lid
with ballast from the track bed and then it worked
just fine.

I have since put the magnet in the doorway of
a boxcar where it is hidden from view if the door is
closed but the magnetic field still extends through the
plastic door. The pedometer at present is still just be-
ing set on a screwdriver box and a roll of tape to get it
at the correct height and a large, brass paperweight in
the lid holds it down so it doesn’t become an unwant-
ed passenger on the train. See Photo 1...the magnet is
the silvery arc in the open boxcar doorway.

To make this a more permanent feature I will
need to remove the reed switch from the pedometer
and mount it in/on some trackside structure (signpost
or signal tower) that will look correct being close to
the track. Then see if the magnet is strong enough to
close the reed switch without needing the interaction
with the magnet on the pendulum. The rest of the
pedometer could then be concealed inside a building
farther from the track, with wires to the reed switch.
I’ll just need to be able to reach the “Reset™ button
and to see the display.

Already 1 know that in about an hour of running
(one tank of fuel), I can make 64 laps around my 150
feet of track, which equates to about 1.62 real Miles
using 0.053 Gallons of alcohol... or 34.4 miles per
gallon. That seems pretty good. until I scale it by
1:32. Then it becomes 58.18 Miles using 1730.9 Gal-
lons... or 0.033 MPG... ugh!

At least now I can devote my time to being the
engineer without having to remember how many
times the train has gone around the track. A pedom-
eter makes a fine Lateral Automatic Passage (LAP)
Counter.

Semper Vaporo!




RC-STEAMERS.COM

INNOVATORS IN REMOTE CONTROL PERFORMANCE DRIVEN
PrRopucTs FOR THE LIVE STEAM HOBBYIST.

SERVO INSTALLATION BRACKET KIT
FOR ACCUCRAFT RuBY

BoOLT-ON KiT. CNC MACHINED BILLET ALUMINUM BRACKET
FOR MOUNTING Two INCLUDED MICRO SERvOS IN Loco CAs.
SPECIFICALLY ENGINEERED FOR THE ACCUCRAFT RuUBY LIVE
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE. BLACK ANDDIZED FOR PROFESSIONAL

QUALITY INTEGRATION AND LONG LASTING PROTECTION.

VisIT DUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION

‘ WWW.RC-STEAMERS.COM

‘ Electronic Model Systems To Order Call Toll Free

22605 E Palma Ave Suite 516
| Yorba Linds, CA 02887 (800) 845-8978

f

Color Catalog $3.50

=\

-

» dwv .

YISV LIV R EANFVIES
now a product line of

VALLEY BRASS & BRONZE

NEW!

TD-245
Coal Shovel
1:20.3 Scale

.

steamers discount

TOLL FREE (orders only) 1-888-762-6633
phone: 607-795-5038
fax: 607-795-4124

® Udwaw Vuwwe wow @

Use code SITG 86 and get a special

Visit our web site!
http://www.wholesaletrains.com/

TRACKSIDE DETAILS

7070 N° Harrison Ave.
Pinedale, CA 93650
phone: 559-439-0419

y

\

Spektrum DX6 Dlgltal Radw System
No More Glitching! No More Frequency Conflicts!

Read the review in issue N* 86!

Wholesale Trains.com
101 S Main St
Horseheads, NY 14845-2463




MATCHING TRAINS

We supply live steam locomotives such as the Round-
house Vale of Rheidol locomotive, and importantly we sup-
ply the coaches to run behind the locomotive. They are in
kit form and are exact replicas of the 1938 built flush sided
saloon and brake coaches complete with extensive decals.
We also produce the correct trucks to go under the coaches.

In addition to this our
Darjeeling range includes the
B class loco and the authentic =
rolling stock to match.

Or why not create your own /

narrow gauge railway using our
freelance locomotives, with our wide range of matching
coaches and wagons for a truly British railway.

Buy the best from Britain — buy direct from Brandbright

To get a copy of the Brandbright Catalogue for supply
direct from the UK, at keen prices, send $5 to:

Brandbright Ltd

The Old School, Cromer Rd, Bodham, Holt, Norfolk, NR25 6QG, U.K.
Telephone: 01263 588755 Fax: 01263 588424 e-mail: steam@brandbright.co.uk

www.brandbright.co.uk

TRAINPARTY.con

Train Theme Party Supplies, Toys & Gifts

All Aboard!
For Birthday Fun

ﬁ

Plates, Napkins, Cups & more
Many Train Themes Including
Thomas the Tank Engine Partyware

Train Cake Pans, Cookies & Decor

Train Engineer Costumes, Hats, Whistles
Kids Books, Videos, Games & Puzzles
Thomas Toys, Games, Puzzles & Dinnerware

Train Ride-on Toys, Furniture, etc.
Train Pinatas, Toys & Gifts !

Train Party ldeas R -
FREE SHIPPING ¥, G "Q@T-'—ﬂ
aOn All Orders L -o- - on =
Over $75 i
800.761.4294 /| 714.882.4130 ——

www.TrainParty.com
Train Party is a division of TrainWeb, Inc.
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SitG Back Issues

Currently Available
Prices shown include postage for ad-
dresses in the USA. All others please con-
tact us for shipping costs.

SAVE! When vou order five or more back issues,
deduct $1.00 per copy from the price shown here

#20 thru #22....cieeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeee $5.50 ea.
#23 thru #30.....ccoiiiieeeeeeeeeeiieeeeee, $5.75 ea.
#31 thru #34...ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $6.75 ea.
#36 thru #52...c.eeeeeeeeeereeeeeee, $6.75 ea.
#54 thru current iSSUE ..........ccvvveeeennns $6.75 ea.

Sold out issues are available as reprints from Sulphur Springs
Steam Models. See their ad in this issue for contact information.

Call or send a list of issues requested with your check or money
order to:

Steam in the Garden Magazine
PO Box 335
Newark Valley, NY 13811

Credit cards cheerfully accepted. Orders may be phoned
to us at 607-642-8119 or contact us via e-mail at:
<snowflake99@stny.rr.com>

Check out our WEB SITE!

Message Board, Links,
Swap Shop
& Photo Gallery

http://steamup.info

Download our updated index
on the LINKS page...

“The Kit That Doesn t Quit"

o JigStones ™\

i

i

Silicon rubber molds for building garden railway
structures. Catalog available at our web site: www.
jigstones.com Sticks & Stones, PO Box 211, El-

ngc, NY 13060 (315) 689-3402 /

LLAGAS CREEK RAILWAYS
NOW A DIVISION OF
NRRR, INC.

www.spaceltd.com - www.llagastrack.com

Gary Broeder is now product development & R & D Mgr.;: William Mai is now
Sales & Mfg. President. They have formed a team to bring new & improved products
to markets. Expect much improved delivery of our whole product line.

We now stock the following: Flex Track, Code 250 & 215, 1:20.3 brown tie & “G”
black tie narrow gauge items in Aluminum & Nickel Silver rail. Our mfg. web site is:
www.spaceltd.com, and our item list web site 1s: www.llagastrack.com




SWAP SHOP

FOR SALE OR TRADE: [ 1/2" scale train with 600 feet of track
w/treated ties. Built 2006. Powerful runner with electronic sound
system. 2 locos, 5 freight cars and caboose. Valued at $11.900....
will sell for $9,900. Would allow generous trade for Gauge One live
steamer plus cash. Contact John at (850) 547-3889. (91)

WANTED: Catatonk Heisler Loco in good optical and running
condition. Seller should be prepared to make shipment to Germany
(Europe). Please contact: jochen.rau@online.de (91)

FOR SALE: Cheddar Riesa 040 live steam engine. It is in good
shape, comes with R/C including hand held controller and battery
charger. Goodall valve installed. There is some paint off of the cyl-
inders. Reason for selling - have too many engines. Bob Unick,
Phone 308-388-4835 - Email bobhj5@rcom-ne.com (92)

FOR SALE: Aster German T3 0-6-0T Bavarian Green with work-
ing outside Alan Straight Link valve gear, Alcohol fired. A very
smooth running locomotive, as new condition. included are a Mark-
lin set of matching four wheel cars, consisting of a Parcel Van and
three coaches. Asking $2400.00usd for the set all in original boxes.
Frank Wear, 705-812-0900 or wearmore(@muskoka.com (92)

FOR SALE: PRICE REDUCED - The Charlie Mynhier gauge
one, 0-6-0 locomotive, tender, & flat car that Charlie Mynhier “rode™
at Diamondhead in January. 1995. The locomotive, tender flat car &
custom carrying case are hand built by Charlie out of stainless steel,
steel plate and some brass. It has a water pump, sight gauge, and a
pressure gauge. It is radio controlled with a SAM-2 filter. It is pro-
pane fired & runs very well at 40 psi. Excellent condition. $5580.00
+ shipping. Contact me (Frank Dunn) at dunn4n220(@sbcglobal.net
or at 630-377-3666 (93)

FOR SALE: PRICE REDUCED: Now just $1690.00 + shipping!
Pearse Colorado, 2-6-0, gauge one locomotive and tender with ra-
dio control. It is in excellent condition and runs very well. Contact
Frank Dunn at dunn4n220(@sbcglobal.net or 630-377-3666. (93)

FOR SALE: Cricket Mk. Il. Brand new, perfect condition, never

( HARDTOFIND )

small fasteners for the live steam hob-
byist af reasonable prices.

Examples: Socket head cap screws,
4-40 X 3/4 alloy - $4.75/100, stainless
$6.95/100. Hex head machine screws,
2-56 X 3/8 stainless $7.25/100, 2-56 X
1/2 brass $5.75/100.

Sizes 0-80 thru 10-32 in brass, alloy,
aluminum & stainless. Call, fax or
write for FREE CATALOG.

MICRO FASTENERS

FAX (908) 236-8721
Lebanon, NJ 08833 e.mail: info@microfasteners.com

visit our web site: http://microfasteners.com
|\ o J

fired, serial #005. This is #5 of the now sold-out run /
of the BLW Cricket, revamped by Mr. Mike Krion-
deris of Westminster Locomotive Works. | ordered
it with red “British™ buffers, the frame and cab are
green and the boiler black. Truly a beautiful little
engine. Accessories and manual included. Looking
only to get back what I have in it, $590. Not bad con-
sidering it’s the only live steamer being made in the
USA and the practically artisanal quality. If these are
ever run again the price will probably go up a couple
hundred bucks. Email me at cbone2112@yahoo.com

California & Oregon Coast Railway

} o CCUCRAFT i

Custom Line, Limited Edition, Classic,
Live Steam Limited, AMS,
American Mainline, Accucraft UK,

VARG dmestions. (93) British Model Supply, Accucraft Germany, and Parts

FOR SALE: Catatonk 14 Ton Shay by Argyle.
Factory whistle, Goodall valve with quick discon-

We offer the best prices on all the ACCUCRAFT

nect from Quisenberry Station and custom Oak case. pl‘OdllCtS, and indude free shipping in the UoSoA on

Selling to fund another locomotive arriving in June.

Great puller, 15 min run pulling 7 AMS boxcars. 20- many of them! Visit out web store or ca" us for a quote.

25 mins with a light load and small grades. Asking

$3.500. Email Jason Kovac at: kovacjason(@gmail. VIsif Ou' WQb s«'ore at OOCRYCOM

com for info or photos. (93)

Swap Shop listings are offered at no charge as space per-
mits. No dealers and no phone-in ads, please! Send your

listings to SitG, PO Box 335, Newark Valley NY 13811 E
® fax to 253-323-2125 @ e-mail to <rbrown54@stny. @
rr.com>. Ads must contain sellers name, plus address

and/or phone number. Ads will be run one time only un-
less previous arrangements are made.

CauiFornIA & ORecon CoAsST RAiLwAy
SEE OUR CATALOG AT WWW.COCRY.COmM
POB 57. Rocue River. OR S7537
S800-866-8635 or S54I-582-4104
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dealer for
ASTER HOBBY INC.
°
ACCUCRAFT TRAINS

museum quality
live steam trains

NORTH JERSEY GAUGE ONE CO.
8 Spring Valley Rd., Park Ridge, NJ 07656

201-391-1493
Bob Moser

LIVE STEAM AND ELECTRIC
GAUGE I LOCOMOTIVES

also larger scale & gauge live steam locomotives

k e-mail: bob1027jane@aol.com J

)

ASTER HOBBY

Good news & bad news...

First, the bad news. The United
States Postal Service has thrown a
monkey wrench into the gears of all
mass mailers, including our humble
little publication. Without any warn-
ing to allow us to notify our subscrib-
ers and modify our rates, they elimi-
nated all Periodicals Class mailings.
This means that the cost of doing
business, especially out-of-country,
is going up.....possibly WAY up.

More bad news is that we have
many unanswered questions, but
when we ask 6 different people at
the USPS we get at least 6 different
answers.

As of the time I'm writing this
column (May 22, 2007) we have no
idea about how much we need to
raise our prices to stay in business.

The good news is that because
this affects all mass mailers, there
are a lot of people scrambling for
answers and there may be some al-
ternative mailing methods available.

As soon as we know what
changes have to be made, we will
notify all of our subscribers by e-

R

mail, web site, postcard, letter, tele-
phone, smoke signal or whatever
means possible. For those who have
an existing subscription, we may
find that we cannot afford to absorb
the additional mailing cost and we
will give you the option of paying
the higher rate or getting a refund....
your choice.

I'm sorry to use up so much
space that could be better filled with
hobby related material, but our ex-
istence as your publication is on the
line, and it’s going to affect your
pocket as well as ours.

Hopefully we will have some
accurate information soon. Keep
your eye on our web site for updated
information. (www.steamup.info)

Happy steaming!

2N
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Aster Hobby USA LLC

101 Theiler Rd. Spartanburg SC 29301 USA
Tel: 864 587 7999 Fax: 864 587 2299

Web: asterhobbyusa.com Email: asterhobbyusa@teleplex.net

Exclusive US importer and distributor for Aster live steam locomotives and accessories

If your passion demands 1/32 scale live steam models of highest precision, aesthetic presentation and prototypical functionality,
look no further than Aster. All locomotives are designed and manufactured by Aster Hobby Co. Inc. of Yokohama Japan.

New, available now !

Japanese D 51 2-8-2 Mikado.
The second Aster version of the famous
D 51 freight locomotive is modeled after
the very early prototype which had the
feed water heater, sand and steam dome
enclosed in a streamlined protective
cover. The model is alcohol fired. Boiler
and appliances are similar as used on the
NKP Berkshire. The detailing is exqui-
site. Please refer to our web site for more
pictures and information or call us during
business hours.

NickeL Rate

S3 Berkshire still a few left in kit and RTR

USRA light Mikado This American classic, pro-
claimed to be one of the best performing Aster creations, is
now almost sold out with less than 15 units left out of 400
total production. Optional axle/tender pump kits and detail
kits are still available (with new locomotive purchase only).

New ! SNCF 140C in

\

f"&k’ :

Aster Hobby USA LLC has in stock for immediate delivery NKP Berkshire, SNCF 140C, Spam Cans, USRA Mikado, BR 52, BR 38, BR 89,
KPEV P8, LMS Jumbo, Thunderbolt, JNR 9600 as well as JNR rolling stock and all popular accessories. Please call or email for details.

Southern Steam Trains LLC
Travelers Rest SC 29690

Tel. 864 834 3954

Web: southernsteamtrains.com

Quisenberry Station
Alexandria VA 22309

Tel. 703 799 9643

Web: quisenberrystation.com

Sunset Valley Railroad
Bonney Lake WA 98391
Tel./Fax: 253 862 6748
Web: svrronline.com

North Jersey Gauge One Co.
Park Ridge, NJ 07656

Tel. 201-391-1493

Email: bob1027jane@aol.com

Cross Creek Engineering
Spencer, OH 44275
Tel.: 800 664 3226

Email: crosscreektrains@direcway.com

Gauge One Lines

Tel.: 613 836 6455

Stittsville Ontario Canada

Email: gaugeonelines(@yahoo.com

Bear Creek Railroad

Surrey British Columbia Canada
Tel.: 604 594 8695

Email: pantages@telus.net




Living Steam Railways
for SM32/SM45 & ‘G’ scale

S.R. & R.L. #24 |

Now updated and featuring a wealth of
improvements, including, fully sprung
chassis and compensated tender bogies
Check out our web site for full details

Check out the full range of American, i
British and European outline
locomotives and home builder parts in
the latest ROUNDHOUSE colour
catalogue, available from the following

dealers
USA
Double Header Productions. Phone Fax 972-247-1208 Quisenberry Station Tel: 703-799-9643
ST.EAM. Phone/Fax 925-778-7061 Sunset Valley Railroad Tel FAX: 253-862-6748
Texas Roundhouse el 281-543.3028 Sulphur Springs Steam Models Ltd. Tel/FAX: S73-808-3040
Ridge Road Station Inc. Phone Toll Free: 1-877.477.2253
CANADA
Miniature Power Products Tel S19 5399981 Fax S19 S39.8303 Meg Steam Inc. F-mail meg steami@intertrek com

Roundhouse Engineering Co. Ltd. Units 6-7, Churchill Business Park, Churchill Road. Wheatley, Doncaster ENGLAND. DN 271
Tel: 011 44 1302 328035 - Fax. 011 44 1302 761312 - e-mal salesi@roundhouse-eng com

www.roundhouse-eng.com

=+

Robert Murchison is oriented to the operation of his new NKP Berkshire by Ross Schlabach at a Southern Steam Spring 2007 Steamup hosted by
Jim Pitts. This “hands on experience” rescues this Aster Gauge I classic from being a “shelf queen.” photo by Jim Pitts




