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(57) Abstract: A method for producing a poly(arylene sulfide) by heating and reacting a mixture comprising a sulfiding
agent, a dihalogenated aromatic compound, and an organic polar solvent, the method including performing the following
steps 1, 2, 3, and 4 after completion of the reaction for yielding the poly(arylene sulfide). Step 1: A step in which the
organic polar solvent is removed by distillation from the reaction mixture obtained after the completion of the reaction
to thereby obtain solid matter including the poly(arylene sulfide). Step 2: A step in which subsequently to step 1, the
solid matter including the poly(arylene sulfide) is washed with water. Step 3: A step in which subsequently to step 2, the
poly(arylene sulfide) is washed with an organic solvent to reduce the chloroform-extractable content of the poly(arylene
sulfide) to 1.7 wt% or less. Step 4: A step in which subsequently to step 3, the poly(arylene sulfide) is heated while flowing
an inert gas at a flow rate of 0.2 L/min or greater per kg of the poly(arylene sulfide), thereby removing by distillation the
organic solvent used in step 3. The present invention provides: a poly(arylene sulfide) which causes little mold fouling
when molded, has excellent melt flowability, and has high reactivity with coupling agents; and a method for producing
said poly(arylene sulfide).
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