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Alaska was a drag contestant on the fifth season of RuPaul's Drag
Race, landing her a spot in the top 3. Her backstory was that an
unidentified spacecraft crash landed in the Matanuska Valley of

the South-Central region of Alaska. Officials from the US
Government were able to recover one life-form from the crash --

A highly radioactive and severely disfigured alien
of unknown species. source: http://alaskatllunderfuck.com/



Does Houston Have
A HERO?

Laying Down The Gavel
by:Thomas C. Graham, ESQ
Exclusive toAbout Magazine

It has been hard to avoid hearing about the Houston
Equal Rights Ordinance (HERO). The supporters
and the opponents have been extremely vocal,
visual and organized. The Houston City Council ap-
proved HERO by an 11-6 vote in May, after an
t l-hour meeting. Many may recall that the meeting
was attended by supporters and opponents number-
ing in the hundreds, making it the largest public turn-
out Houston had ever seen at a City Council meet-
ing. Currently, a legal battle to have the repeal of
HERO placed before the voters of Houston, next
year, is proceedings through the court system.
However, many people are left wondering what actu-
ally is encompassed in HERO and how it would pro-
tect them.

Under HERO the city will address and investigate discrimination
claims in the areas of housing, public accommodations. and em-
ployment, with exemptions for religious employers and employers
with fewer than 50 employees. Violation of HERO will not lead to
anyone being arrested and tossed in to Harris County Jail, but they
can be charged with a Class C misdemeanor. Such a charge
could result in a fine of up to $5,000 for violating the law. However,
the enforcement of HERO is not currently in effect. Mayor Annise
Parker already has agreed to suspend enforcement until a legal
ruling is issued.

The movement by local governments to pass such ordinances is
not new. In fact, before the passage of HERO Houston was the
country's largest city with no laws protecting citizens against dis-
crimination. To see how such an ordinance works, people need to
only look down 1-10 to San Antonio.

So what actually does the ordinance ban that would
have so many people interested in its passage?
HERO bans discrimination by private employers, in
housing and in city employment and city contracting,
and among businesses that serve the public. Oppo-
nents argued that HERO was not needed because
federal law already has protections in place; howev-
er, despite efforts by the federal government those
protections are not available to members of the
LGBT community who are discriminated against
solely because of their sexual orientation or identity.
It is important to realize that HERO is not solely to
protect members of the LGBT community; in fact, it
extends protections to a large percentage of citi-
zens. The language of the bill prohibits discrimina-
tion based on sex, race, color, ethnicity, national
origin, age, familial status, marital status. military
status, religion, disability, sexual orientation, genetic
information, gender identity, or pregnancy.

San Antonio passed their Non-Discrimination Ordinance (NDO) in
September 2013. Shortly after the NDO's passage a contract
worker, who is transgender and assigned to AT&T, reported to su-
pervisors that he heard two AT&T employees talking about how
they would commit violence against transgender people and a few
days later he found a "no fag" sign on his chair at work. AT&T has
publically stated that it investigated the complaint and could not
substantiate the allegations. The City of San Antonio is currently
handling a compliant filed against AT&T filed under the NDO, in ad-
dition to a second complaint filed by two women who said they
were kicked out of an ice house in San Antonio because they were
kissing.

While Houston waits to find out if the attempts to have HERO
placed to a public vote, the citizens of Houston must continue to
wait for the protections it offers and are needed by all citizens.
While opponents wage an extremely expensive legal battle, sup-
porters are left to wonder how many people will lose employment
opportunities, be evicted from their home or kicked out of a favorite
restaurant due to the lack of protection from discrimination.
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Yara was a cast member on the third season of RuPaul's
Drag Race. With a heavy, yet comical accent and a catch-
phrase (Echa Pa'iante which translates to Move Forward)

she became a fan favorite due to her unique use of makeup,
wigs, contact lenses and fashion. Don't miss a special
performance of Yara as Shakira, only at South Beach!
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GALVESTON'S NEWLY
OPENED AND ONLY

GAY BAR ON TKE BEACK\

Since 1981, Legacy Community Health Services has been a constant
presence in the lives of LGBT Houstonians. We were there at the
beginning of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, providing testing and linking clients
to care. We are still here now, offering comprehensive medical care. For
more than 30 years, Legacy has been a source of comfort for those who
traditionally face barriers to care.

We are, now and always, constantly here for you.

Adult Primary Care
HIV/AIDS Testing & Prevention
Ryan White Health Care Services
STD Screening & Treatment
Transgender Specialty Care
Women's Services
Body Positive Wellness
Nutritional Counseling

Dental Care
Frost Eye Clinic
Behavioral Health Services
Vaccination & Immunization
Pediatrics
The Assistance Fund
On-site Pharmacy

~gacl--. 1415 California St., Houston, TX 77006
832-730-4431

LegacyCommunityHealth.org
Community Health Services
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RETHINK
YOUR INK®

Ifyou're living with
a tattoo that doesn't
reflect who you are
anymore, we can

help. Our medical
professionals will
present you with a
personalized tattoo
removal plan that's

affordable and
effective.

Call now to book a
FREEconsultation

866-634-8654



Sharon Needles is a self-described "stupid genius, reviled
sweetheart, and Pabst Blue Ribbon princess." Needles rose
to prominence on the fourth season of RuPaul's Drag Race,
where she quickly became a fan favorite and was subse-
quently crowned "America's Next Drag Superstar". Don't
miss this ghoulish queen only at SOBEl
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Houston Area Community Services
2150 West 18th Street 77008 (3rd floor)

Monday-Thursday: 9 am - 6 pm
Friday: 8 am - 5 pm

WALK-INS WELCOME!
hacstxs.org/testing . testing@hacstxs.org • facebook.comITheTurndUpProject

---.•........... "....".
FQtlC

www.hacstxs.org
832.384.1406



The best part of all of
this has been the people
who walk up to me
and say, "I'm from a
small town. Thanks for
telling my story. Thanks
for giving me a voice."

Not 10
singer-

"AII-Americ
about

accumul
Morning

Videos

~,,~iye Grand was a little-known Chicago
(That all changed when his self-funded

usic video posted to YouTube. The song-
love between two men - went viral,
'illion views and landing Steve on "Good
Nand Buzzfeed's "24 Most Brilliant Music

lled as a "viral sensation" and one of
rst openly gay country stars,"

The song. set against a backdrop of country
roads. an American flag. and friends around a
campfire, struck a chord because it simply,
beautifully tells the story of unrequited love
between two men. Steve followed
"All-American Boy" with a second single.
"STAY."Histhird single, "Back to California."
offers a sneak peek at songs to appear on his
first full-length album due out this spring.

In addition to being a musician. Steve has
become an active figure in the equality
movement. He has performed at Pride events
around the nation-and has partnered with
causes such as The Human RightsCampaign.
The Anti-Violence Project. Bailey House. the
GLSENRespect Awards, Out & Equal
Workplace Advocates and the March on
Springfield for Marriage Equality.

Born in Chicago and raised in Lemont. Illinois,
Steve struggled for many years to accept
himself as a gay person. Always feeling like an
"outsider." he turned to music for comfort and
strength. taking piano lessonsand learning to
play guitar and flute. In high school. Steve was
a self-described "band geek" with long hair,
who wore the same Paul McCartney T-shirt
day after day. In addition to marching band.
he sang in show choir and several other bands
and was an IllinoisMusic Educators Association
Finalistin voice.

Whenever I'm making a decision about my
career. my fans are always at the forefront
of my mind.

He cerntainly kept his fans in mind when he
recenlty striped down to noghting for the
Ice Bucket Challenge.

"I don't always get naked. but when I do, it's
for a good cause." He stated about
jumping into Lake Superior. naked, after a
performance in Duluth, MN.

You've had an Incredible rise since
"AII·Amerlcan Boy." What has H been like? It's
been a whirlwind! On July 2. 20'3. my life
changed. When I posted "AI/-American Boy"
to YouTube. I knew I was making myself
vulnerable. telling my story to the world. But I
never could have guessed how many people
would be so touched by it! I wake up every
day feeling grateful to my fans. Now I'm
focused on tuming aI/ of thisinto something
lasting for the thousands of people who have
reached out to me.

You've been called the firstopenly gay
country star. Is that accurate? I'm certainly not
the first, I am in awe of the trailblazers who
came before me. And I never labeled myself
country. But if some people hear that in my
music. that's great. I'm not sure I fit into any
one box. I just want my music to touch people.
If it does, I'm happy.

What would you say to the fans who made you
a viral sensation? I'd like to say: "Thank you for
Changing my life and giving me a sense of
purpose. You are what I think about when I
wake up each morning and go to work writing
music,"

~hat's next for your career? I'm working on my
f"st ful/-Iength album due out thisspring! Once
again, 1'1/be producing thisas an independent
artist. with help from my fans through a
Klckstarter campaign. I feel a sense of purpose
to honor the relationship and trust I've built
with fans.

When did you realize you were gay? I was
'3 years old. and leaving Boy Scout summer
camp. While there. I had an emotional
connection to this one guy. On the five-hour
ride home from Wisconsin to Chicago. I had
this terrible ache inside me. That's when I
realized the truth: I was in love with a man. It
was the hardest summer of my life. I felt
incredibly alone. But for aI/ the kids out there
who might be going through this. I want you
to know that you are not alone. Hang in
there. Be patient. You will go through many
growing pains. But life isso much better
when we accept our true. authentic selves.

Check Steve out! Great music, photos
and tour information

stevegrand.com
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TEAMPUNK

ftft---R 20TH
theMontrose
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~ce Exciting Entertainment
Light Food & Libations
Amazing Prizes
Awesome Auction Items
Costume Contest

Regular Ticket Prid
• $15.00 EachPresaJ,
• $120.00 Table of 8
• $20.00 Atthe Door

ERSICSSis a 501 (c)(S)charity 01
donations afe tax deductible.
find out more about ~.r oil"
website at www.ersica.oll
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Digitall printing
BilJding
services

Promotional
providers

Use PROMO Code: PRIDE for 25% Discount
towards your first order (New Customers Only)

Full Color Business Cards I Postcards I Flyers
Banners I Brochures I Booklets I Menus I Posters I T-Shirts

Magazines I EDDM Printing I Manuels I Catalogs
Newsletters I Binding Services I And More

michael@evolutionhouston.com
evolutionhoustonprint.com

EVOLl:JTI0N
Qrinting

713-512-5355 1 528 Waugh Drive 1Houston TX 177019







Champlin Brings 'Queer Queens' Comedy to Texas
Picture it. Sicily .... No! Kingston, Rhode Island. 1982.
A young Poppy Champlin, star of the female basket-
ball team at the University of Rhode Island, stares
ponderingly into the future in her Keaney blue and
white, cotton/polyester blend short-shorts with satin
trim and nearly knee-high athletic socks. There
wouldn't be a WNBA for another 14 years, so what
was she to do? There was only one clear career path.
Champlin turned to theatre and an innate ability to en-
tertain those around her.

"I had natural timing," says Champlin. "I could say the
right thing at the right time .... [I]n college, I performed
a monologue in a show that tore the roof off the joint
every night and that is what made me want to do it for
my life."

32 years later, her talent has taken her across the
country, led to specials on Showtime, VH1 and
LOGO, earned her the title America's Funniest
Woman (bestowed by the legendary Joan Rivers) and
even taken her to sea; but things weren't always a
laughing matter.

According to the Curve Magazine contributor, the
desire to be a working comedian kept her in the closet
until 2000. For nearly 20 years, she was afraid that
coming out would torpedo her chances at fame.

"I finally couldn't stand lying, changing pronouns or
flirting with guys to advance my career," Champlin
said.

She was immediately offered a gig in Las Vegas by
Bud Freeman, and has since opened for Ray
Romano, Denis Leary, Bill Maher, Bill Hicks and Rosie
O'Donnell, eventually touring with O'Donnell's "R
Family Vacations" cruise.

Champlin recalls docking in St. Croix on
the inaugural tour and being met by pro-
testors wielding machetes and signs
which said, "No sodomy." She laughed as
we spoke about it, remembering that the
signs were misspelled and wanting to cor-
rect them.

Formerly a writer for Show Me the Funny
on FOX and star of News You Can't Use,
a weekly web series which satirizes popu-
lar headlines, Champlin created the
Queer Queens of Qomedy (sic) eight
years ago, a national tour of LGBT comics
performing for gay and lesbian audiences.

"I wanted to be able to go into big theatres
and sell it out with my name - but that
wasn't happening," Champlin said. "So I
choose the name queer Queens of
Qomedy and brought two more names
you might not know but soon will."

The 'Queer Queens' perform later this
month across Texas. The tour kicks off in
Austin, September 15, at the Spiderhouse
Ballroom; September 16 in San Antonio at
the River Center Comedy Club; Septem-
ber 17 in Houston at the Neon Boots
Dance Hall and Saloon; and wraps Sep-
tember 19 in Dallas at Ellen's.

For more information about the tour and
to purchase tickets,

visit www.poppychamplin.com.




