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Houston is queer. This I always knew growing up, but
when I thought of Montrose and Pride, gay boys tended
to take up the picture. When I recently moved back, I
wanted to know more of the queer history, especially the
stories of women and gender non-conforming people.

As there are so few lesbian bars left today, I became
interested in those from Houston’s past. I like to
imagine what they might have been like, the purposes
they served, the yearnings that created them, and the
people who went there. I found an incredible wealth of
information online in the JD Doyle Archives (see end
of book for more info). This included bar ads, LGBTQ
publications (local, Texan, and national), and research
gathered by JD Doyle from friends and community
members.

Bars and clubs served as vital meeting places for queers
who may have otherwise been isolated. And the South
has always had its own flavor of queer hospitality. From
1975-2013, This Week In Texas was a weekly printed
booklet sharing news, events, “cruise camera” photos,
starscopes, and notably: a guide and map to the gay bars
and businesses in major Texas cities. In that spirit I am
compiling this incomplete list of historic lesbian bars in
Houston from the 1960s-2000s. The pages following the
map serve as present-day engagements with the archive
through collage, drawing, and writing.

For me, this zine is the beginning of meeting queer
Houston again for the first time...so let’s get acquainted.

An evening inside Just Marion and Lynn’s, a longtime historic
lesbian bar open from 1973-1987.



<--see next page for map
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Listed here 12 an (incomplete) samphng of women’s bars in Houston,Texas
fiors the [T60s to He 2000s. .
A ey : e ]

ROCKY’S — 3416 W Dallas — 1965-68, 1975-76, 1980-83
ROARING SIXTIES — 2305 S Shepherd — 1966-1975
CLUB LAMOUR — 227 Westheimer — 1968-1974, 1980
UST MARION & LYNN'S 908 Richmend — 19541987
LAMP POST — 2417 Times Blvd — 1975-1978 (?)
EVE’S — 5102 Airline — circa 1977
DUFFY’S DISCO — 3207 Montrose — 1977-1978
OUR PLACE — 1419 Richmond — circa 1977-80?
MS.TAKE II — 2047 Marshall — 1978-78?
CHIVAS TAKE II — 2047 Marshall — circa 1980
RS - gaNEn - hamm
KINDRED SPIRITS — 5425 Buffalo Speedway — 1981-1984
KINDRED SPIRITS — 4902 Richmond — 1984-1989
BACCHUS — 523 Lovett  — 1982-1990
DEON’S* — Griggs and Cullen —  circa 1982/1983
CRYSTALS — 911 W Drew — 1987
BACCHUS II — 2715 Waughcrest — 1990-1996
PLAZA 9200 — 9200 Buffalo Speedway — 1991-1998
CHANCES — 1100 Westheimer — 1994-2010
VESTHANGSSINER  TlUSMAR S i3
CLUB RAINBOW — 1417 Westheimer — 2000-2007
THE USUAL — 5519 Allen — 2008-2014

*Deon’s was a Black lesbian after hours club. One could imagine women went here after
Catch One, a short-lived but popular Black gay club (1982-84), closed for the night.
The two clubs were just over a mile apart, off of Old Spanish Trail.

PS. dates are very approximate, and
probably with some errors... dates
assumed from ads and other sources,
such as the “Queer Businesses” map
by Bryan and Riedel (see closing page).
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She ?mnf\utes the increase partiaily to
the design of the elub. “1f women w ant to
sit and talk, we have an area for them If
they want toplay pool, they can do that
too. And if they want music, they can turn
the music lowd in another area”
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HOUSTON “"COMETS”
LOSE TO ATLANTA’S
“LORELIE LADIES”

As you oll know, Housten recently played host to soft-
boll teams from all over the United States, Conoda and
Mexico. The lavitational Tournoment was played in
Memorial Park Stadiums ene and two on July 10th, 11th
and 12th. The Regional Tournament was played on July
17th, 18th and 19th by teams from all the major cities
in Texos,

| did neot get to see all the gumes as | had wished to,
but then ogain if we all had the time we wonted, to do
the things we wanted, life would really be o bow!l of
cherries.

However, | did get 1o see the locel teoms. The "'Comets”
ploy the Atlanta, Georgia “'Lorelie Ladies” in the fingl
gome cf the Invitational. The Comets ployad cne of the
finest gomes | hove hod the pleasure to witness. Even
though they lost to the “Lorelie Lodies’ ¢
hearts were rooting for them ond our th
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were sore
fram shouting.,
The ngr ag 60's Ciug'hpd the plessure to present agam,
of ikl ehemptigne to the Lorelie Lodies to help
them celebrate their victory. This is the third year the

aca

"Lorelie Ladies’ have won the Invitationol,

For those of you who are not oware of it, the Roaring
60's Club presents o cose of champoigne to the winning
team every year,

it ony of our home teoms ever won the tournament, |
think the lecse we could do 15 give them o Ticker Tape
Parade dawn Westheimer Streer. (Homo Heights) as it
has been not so levingly referred to.
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This little note is being written on the patio under the
cottage of the "'Bear’s Den' on the beautiful serens,
tranquil Trinity River. e are locoted holfwoy hetween
Liberty and Livingston, Texas.
“Poppa Bear’” (Rito) is leisurely mowing the lawn, 50"
x 100", while yours fruly, "“Momma Beor' (Ricci} is re-
loxing with o coel one in ome hand and a pen in the
ather,
Yhat a glorious way to spend o well earned, well de-
served day off. Vish oll cur custemers cnd readers of
the Nuntivs were here to enjoy all this.
| had not meant to deviate from the original subiect, but
nastalgia got the best of me.
Well, i'd better put my pen ond my empty con down and
soy so tang for now from the "'Bear’s Den."”"

Lovingly,

‘"Momma Bear’
Editors Note: Tharks ‘'Momma'', had some of the girls
that had promised to cover this annucl offair we would
have had scores and pictures. With a liftle cooperation
from the girls we can let reoders elsewhere know thot
“‘goy girls' in Houston are active in mony things. If
you have a stary or know anything of intrest to let the
outside circle know. Let us heor from you!

Wour hostesses j
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closing time//sources

All archival image and text material are originally
sourced from the JD Doyle Archives, an amazing
site of information on queer history in Houston,
Texas, and beyond. The Bars and the Publications
sections were my most frequently visited, along
with the (super helpful) search engine.
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You can access the archive via www.HoustonLGBTHistory.org
(QR code above)

Via the JD Doyle Archives, I accessed links to other sources that were
also helpful in researching:

Riedel, Brian, “Cruising Grounds: Seeking Sex and Claiming Place in
Houston, 1960-1980,” Southern Spaces,
https://southernspaces.org/2020/cruising-grounds-seeking-sex-and-
claiming-place-houston-1960-1980/, December 18, 2020.

Queer Businesses in Houston, Texas, 1941-2015. Dataset

by Brian Riedel, 2015. ArcGIS map by Stephanie Bryan and

Brian Riedel, 2020. https://www.arcgis.com/apps/Styler/index.
html?appid=d1bdd6b82ef24353a2cfef876e059c0b (link also found in
“Cruising Grounds” article)

More on Riedel’s mapping research: Binkovitz, Leah, “Mapping

Montrose,” Rice Urban Edge Blog, https://kinder.rice.edu/2017/03/09/
mapping-montroses-gay-history

I imagine this to be an ongoing project.... stay tuned for what’s next.

Sign up for my newsletter: www.gabyhurtado.com/contact
Map of the listed lesbian bars from this zine: https://bit.ly/3wuv9AE




About the Artist

Gaby Hurtado-Ramos is a visual artist, printmaker,
and illustrator based in Houston, Texas. Her prints
and drawings engage in queer joy, pleasure, and
history. In conjunction with her art practice, she has
collaborated with immigrant justice organizations
and other grassroots movements to make
illustrations and educational materials. Currently
Hurtado-Ramos works as an arts educator teaching
workshops and classes at HSPVA, the Printing
Museum, and Art League Houston. When she’s not
drawing or staring at a screen she would like to be at
a queer soccer meet-up (that will start up again, one
day...interested queers, drop a line!)

gabyhurtado.com
@gabyartista on instagram
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