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LANCERS CELEBRATE 19TH

ANNIVERSARY SATURDAY

By Mark Johnson
President, Lancers Motorcycle Club

The Lancers Motorcycle Club
will hold its 19th Anniversary this
Saturday, beginning with registration
at 7:00 p.m. at Mary's (1022 Wes-
theimer), on the back patio. Registra-
tion for the one evening event is
$5.00, and includes several cocktail
parties, as well as food provided by
Boudreaux’s.

Sundance Cattle Company will
provide the first cocktail party at 7:30
p.m. followed by an 8:30 p.m. cock-
tail party hosted by the Texas Riders.
lhe run will then move to the
Venture-N (2923 Main), with a cock-
tail party hosted by NLA:Houston at
9:30 p.m. The run will conclude with
a 10:30 p.m. cocktail party given by
the Lancers, with awards and closing
announcements following.

The Lancers were originally
founded in New Orleans in 1977,
where it had a lively and successful
history during its early years. The

club moved to Houston in the
mid-1980"s, when the members in the
club at that time moved from New
Orleans to Houston.

The club currently has eight
members, and is a member of the
Texas Conference of Clubs, and the
Houston Council of Clubs. The Lanc-
ers were proud to have been the coor-
dinating club for the TCC LoneStar
10, held in 1994, which raised ap-
proximately $9.000.00 in order to pay
off the remain debt on the TCC
campground near Cameron, Texas.

This year the club returned to
the TCC campsite for LoneStar 11,
where club members built a recrea-
tion of the Argos, Europe’s oldest
leather bar, which is located in Am-
sterdam. The Argos was one of the
highlights of LoneStar 11, and was
well received by the attendees.

The membership of the Lancers
Motorcycle Club looks forward to
celebrating their 19th Anniversary
with their friends this weekend.

Big Gary, curent manager of the Ripcord, and John T. clown arownd during
one of the Ripcord’s famour parties in 1995. More Pictures on Page 8.

By Ron Dionne and
Reverend Mother Christine

(Editors Note: In late summer or
early fall of 1982, the Happy Trails Bar
was purchased by new owners. The front
part of the building was originally a no-
lion's store, grocery store and fish mar-
ket. In the area that is now the back bar
and patio and the house next door (pres-
ently Leather Forever) was a chemical
company that sold janitorial supplies. In
the 1920's when it was built, there was
even a trolley running down Fairview.

There were also two apartments in
the rear that were occupied by bar em-
ployees Jerry and Tony (Sweet Petite)

Sadly, on October 28, 1990, an ar-
sonist s torch closed the bar for about 10
days and also destroved much of the ear-
lier history of the establishment. THE
MAP is trying to recreate this history and
to help we are willing to buy you a drink
at the Ripcord if you can help fill in some
of the blanks

Many thanks to Chuck Drake (pre-
sent owner), Ron Dionne (go-fer), and
Chris Broadhurst (bar hound) for their
untiring efforts to chromicle this brief
history.)

On December 10, 1982, the
Ripcord officially opened its doors
with beer at $1.25 and well drinks at
$1.50. Inflation has somewhat esca-
lated these prices, but Sundays are al-
most the same with beer and well
drinks both at $1.50 all day and all
night.

The bar had many more employ-
ces in that first year than they have
now. Gary Batcheller worked the
patio bar until it closed. Remember
Warren, starched shirt and chaps?
Piss George? Bald David?

They even had a Board of
Directors to bring customer’s input
into the direction of the bar. Boots
Adams came and went. In August,
1983, the Ripcord was closed from
the 23rd to the 31st. Here is the first
blank—why? (With the first good ex-
planation come two free drinks—one
from THE MAP and another from
Chris.) Vince Janus (later, he
changed his name to Vince Roy) cer-
tainly opened a successful pub and
Mike was the DJ.

1984 saw the arrival of the first
women workers, Roz and Cindy.
Chops came aboard and played a
good Santa. Hurricane Alicia visited
and they partied and partied. It was
Hoke’s year. Alicia couldn’t close the
bar but Hoke’s funeral did.

Several severe freezing weather
bouts in early 1985 had customers
shivering but the parties continued.
They showed flesh for the first Prime

RIPCORD TO
CELEBRATE ITS
14TH ANNIVERSARY
MONDAY

Ripcord (Photo courtesy of Chuck Drake)

Choice Contest. Celebration was the
habit for all occasions and they even
added a few new reasons to the well-
established list.

The first bus to Mardi Gras —
all employees left to party while the
Colt 45°s remained behind to serve
the remaining customers. The Rip-
cord proudly displayed the winning
Gay Pride Float in the Parade. It was
the year of the first draft beer and
Mike Cooley played the music.

Some of the best and some of
the worst beckoned the Ripcord in
1986. Of course there were lots of
parties, good bar
and new parties like the Blessing of
the Bikes. Then there were disaster-
s—July was a total blackout. Then
again the electricity failed and the
Ripcord closed from March 3 through
March 23. (Anyone know why? Again
two free drinks for the first answer!)
The entire group partied with DJ
David Olsen.

Change was the answer in 1987.
I'he Ripcord bade a fond farewell to
San Francisco bound David Peck.
John T. was welcomed with open
arms, as was Joe DeRosa and Rev’s
daughter, Jerry for a short time.

I'he traditions continued; Prime
Choice and the bus trip to Mardi Gras
but with a new high in decorations
Jim / Mitzi’s

bar’s interaction.

with
achievements.

Wes Decker (soon to be an infa-
mous porn star) arrived in 1988.
Mark Herbert joined the crew and
they partied on: the Yellow Party
made the party scene. Vince (Janus)

great

Please see RIPCORD on page 2
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elebration X

Join us in celebration
of our fourteenth
anniversary

&

A Black Tie
Black Leather
Affair

Monday December 9th « 9pm-2am

RIPCORD CELEBRATES — PARTIES

Continued from page 1

Roy left Houston to open the
Ripcord-Dallas. Gary (later to be
known as Little-Gary) became the ab-
solute manager. Mardi Gras. Prime
Choice, and anniversary were con-
tinuing parties.

“Snap” was the word for 1989.
Cold outside and a lot of snap inside.
The regular parties continued. The
decorations went up the day of the
party and came down before the
doors opened the next day. Blink and
you missed Mitzi’s artwork. Wes de-
parted for San Francisco and Tom
Sawyer joined the work force as
Pineapple Tom..

1990 added Fred, who was later
robbed, and then became Vicar’s
wife. More of the usual parties con-
tinued. The G-9 Economic Summit
was in Houston and the Ripcord’s
gay and lesbian response, ‘CURE
AIDS NOW’ was heavily involved
until its presence became a ‘MOB.’
l'hey raised almost $1,250 for Harvey
Gantt in their ‘BEAT JESSE® party,
but the money and pillow fights
couldn’t defeat Helm’s racism.

All the routine bar traditions
continued. The bar was closed on

October 28th by an arsonist’s can of

gasoline and a match. The Ripcord
reopened November 7th. The
year's ending party was challenged
by a power outage. Traditions were
both built by the Ripcord and im-
posed upon it.

Grief raised its ugly head in
1991 as the bar lost Vince Roy; its

on

decorator, Mitzi; and another bar-
tender, Rick Kipp. Gary Batcheller
became the owner.

The staff and customers grieved
and partied for themselves and others
— remember the Teddy Bear party?
It was the year of food — jazz lunch,
cookouts, etc. 1992 greeted Brian (of
the car wreck), Lee (of the broken
leg), Tony and David. Old parties and
new were a continuing life-style;
“Tailhouse Buffet’, ‘Fire House
Party’, “Chops and Straps’, ‘Back to
Black® — a reprise. The lady’s room
was built and life went on.

Living in Leather visited Hous-
ton as well as the Ripcord in 1993.
Mitzi’s fabulous ‘METROPOLIS’
starred at Halloween. Art from John
T. and haircuts from “the Don’s”
(Don Gill and Don Dowden) ap-
peared on the scene. The Ripcord
made ‘National Press — when De-
tails Magazine named the Ripcord as
“the late night Hot Spot of Houston”

The expected parties continued
in 1994, Prime Choice was a high-
lighted event.

1995 seems to be a year where
the chronicle in the Day Book is lim-
ited to the traditional parties. "94 and
"95 are another of those infamous
blanks where you just might get an-
other of those two drink salaries for
your writing your remembrance.

Presently, the Ripcord crowd is
still grieving over the loss of Gary
(Little Gary), but as Gary would have
wanted, they go on. Chuck Drake be-
came the owner. The Brotherhood of

Pain had its slave auctions and the
Five Poisonous Animals ‘bought’ Big
Gary. The parties continued. The
back bar was expanded, given the
light of day and became known as
Tom Sawyer’s Dive. Chuck served a
fabulous food buffet for the opening
— and then closed the kitchen (for-
ever?) Jim joined the crew.

At the one month anniversary of
the “Dive”, Leather By Boots cele-
brated with a grand opening of its
new store directly across the street.
Big Gary was forced to serve out his
‘slave’ status at the party.

As we approach the 14th anni-
versary, we all know that Leather.
Levi, Uniform, Love and Laughter
will rule. It’s that kind of bar!

On Monday, December 9th, the
Ripcord invites you and yours to
celebrate with them. It will be an-
other of a continuing tradition of par-
ties and good times...

Gary Batcheller during Gay Pride
Festivities in 1994.

NLA: H TOY DRIVE

The National Leather Association:
Houston kicked-off its si.\'th—annualﬂ
‘hristmas Toy Drive on December .
1996. The 1996 beneficiaries are the
Loving Arms Foundation and the
P.W.A. Coalition.

Twenty collection boxes andh
wenty coin jars will be located in vari-
ous businesses and clubs throughout the]
Montrose area, including the Venture-

» Brazos River Bottom, Mary’s Natu-
rally, Chances, Basic Brothers an
more. New toys with labels ranging
from infant to seven years old are re-
Aquested and can be placed in any of the
white, red and green boxes with the

LA: H 1996 Christmas Toy Drive
poster.

Coin jars will have the same mark-H

ings and all contributions are welcomed
from pennies to dollars. Last year NLA:
H’s toy project raised over $600 in cash
nd in excess of 1,500 toys benefiting
he children of Community Visions.

The National Leather Association:
Houston wishes to thank Empress Ruby]
Stone, Emperor Jim Halbert, Mr. Don
ill, Mr. Don Woods, R.S.V.P. Creative
Designs, and so many others for their
interest, enthusiasm, and support in this
rear’s toy drive. Special thanks to the
many clubs and businesses who havel
provided precious space for this|
ndeavor.

Several benefit shows are planned
uring the next several weeks and will
be announced. For more information or
for special pick-up arrangements, please
contact NLA: Houston’s Toy Drive
chair Neil Thompson or Mike Geinzer
t (713) 8612598 or fax at (713)
861-5969.
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The OffICIal (TDA HOLIDAY‘\H
Bed & Breakfast|| SIC YMLA SALE

of the TAKE 20% OFF ALL YM.L.A

RipCOl'd* FASHION & FITNESS WEAR

BASIC BROTHERS
MON-SAT 10-9
SUNDAY 12-6 YOUR OUT & PROUD CLOTHING STORE

M O nt rO S e K& 1232 WESTHEIMER e 522-1626 ﬁ./,-

H()Il?slzon Studio9dll

a hair salon

Don Gill

* And most 911 Welch (713) 521-0911
everywhere 6186, too! Houston, TX 77006 by appointment only

(800) 357-1228

R.S.I.C.S.STO
HOST PIC-
TURES WITH

e ol 11022 WESTHEIMER 713/527-9669

perial Court of the Single Star of
Houston, Inc. will host a series of

photo sessions with Santa Claus a
%eighhorhood clubs for the nex:H
veek. For a $5.00 donation (to be
Lused as a Court fundraiser) yoq

will receive a picture of yourself o
Santa’s knee in a decorative folder.
L The schedule for Santa’s visit]

easfollows: MONTROSE COMMUNITY

Venture-N, 2923 Main, Friday,
Dec. 6 at 9:00 p.m

Mary’s Patio, 1022 Wes- CHRISTMAS TREE

theimer, Saturday, Dec. 7 af
LIGHTING
Brazos River Bottom, 2400.
Brazos, Sunday, Dec. 8 at 5:00 6 00 PM
L J
E/J’s, 2517 Ralph, Wednesday, y
Dec. 11 at 6:00 p.m. p
Chances, 1100 Westheimer, Fri- P CUSTOMER
day, Dec. 13 at 7:00 p.m. = 3 Ly
Ripcord, 715 Fairview, Satur- Ve =
e waioonn | |50 €621 APPRECIATION PARTY
Gentry, 2303 Richmond, Sun{ § -\, ]
day, Dec. 15 at 7:00 p.m. % i &7
Join the Court for a fun fille s o BUFFET & CHEER

Rime on Santa’s knee. All fund

aised by the Court during Reig _ 5 7.00 PM
XII will ultimately benefit the Col °

45°s.

p.m.
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THE MAP'S
BAR GUIDE

BERRYHILL 11
873-8810
12726 North Freeway
2 BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM
528-9192
2400 Brazos
3 BRIAR PATCH
665-9678
2294 W. Holcombe
4 CHANCES
523-7217
1100 Westheimer
6 COUSIN'S
528-9204
817 Fairview
ECLIPSE
988-9990
7647 Clarewood

8 E/'s MELA'S TEJANO
527-9071 COUNTRY
2517 Ralph 880-1770
9 GENTRY 1016 W. 19th St.
520-1861 17 MONTROSE MINING
2303 Richmond COMPANY
10 HEAVEN 529-7488
521-9123 805 Pacific
812 Pacific 18 OUTPOST
INERGY 520-8446
666-7310 1419 Richmond
5750 Chimney Rock 19 PACIFIC STREET
INCOGNITO 523-0213
237-9431 710 Pacific
2524 McKinney 20 PAST TIME
13 JR's 528-8102
521-2519 617 Fairview
808 Pacific 21 QT's
14 LAZY J 529-8813
528-9343 534 Westheimer
312 Tuam RANCH, XTC, Ms. B's
15 MARY'S 666-3462
527-9669 9200 Buffalo Speedway
1022 Westheimer

23 RASCAL'S
942-2582
1318 Westheimer
24 RICH'S
759-9606
2401 San Jacinto
25 RIPCORD
521-2792
715 Fairview
26 611 HYDE PARK PUB
526-7070
611 Hyde Park
27 STEAM
521-1450
402 Lovett
TRADING POST ICE
HOUSE
726-1963
11410 S. Post Oak
28 VENTURE-N
522-0000
2923 Main

(Sc:iree
2 ubergine

BERING COMMUNITY
SERVICE FOUNDATION

by becoming a member of the

SOIREE VI HOST COMMITTEE

For information, contact Bob Meyer at (713) 524-9304

Invites you
to join us

in supporting the

THE MAP

A Guide to Gay Houston
Published for the Houston
Gay and Lesbian Community
by
AD Enterprises

Copyright 1996
Telephone (713) 660-6808

Jim Cheek, Barry Larson
Publishers

Don Dowden
(713) 660-6808 Ext. *3
or Pager (713) 846-7173

Advertising Sales

Direct Correspondence to:
AD Enterprises
P.O. Box 66627

Houston, TX 77266-6627

The Map is published every Fniday

Deadline for advertising: 5:00 pm, CST
Monday

We do not assume financial responsibility for
claims made by advertisers, but readers are asked to
notify us of false, fraudulent or deceptive
advertising

Publication of the name, photograph or writing
of any person, group or organization should not be
| construed as an indication of the sexual orientation
of that person, group or organization

Partial or complete reproduction of any adver-
tisement, news article, feature, or photograph from
The Map is specifically prohibited by federal

statute

THE MAP'S
BUSINESS
GUIDE

A BABA YEGA’S
522-0042
2607 Grant
B BASIC BROTHERS
522-1626
1232 Westheimer
C BOUDREAUX'S
526-0790
2312 Crocker
D CHARLIE’S COFFEE SHOP
522-3332
1100 Westheimer
E CLUB HOUSTON
659-4998
2205 Fannin
F CROSSROADS MARKET
942-0147
1111 Westheimer
G HOLLYWOOD FOOD STORE
2501 Montrose
H HOLLYWOOD FOOD STORE
1660 Westheimer
I HOLLYWOOD FOOD STORE
2003 West Alabama

J HYDE PARK GALLERY
526-2744
711 Hyde Park
K JEWEL’S
523-2557
2404 Taft
L. LEATHER BY BOOTS
526-2668
807 Fairview
M LEATHER FOREVER
526-6940
711 Fairview
N LOBO
522-5156
3939-S Montrose
O LOVETT INN
522-5224
501 Lovett Blvd.
P MIDTOWNE SPA
522-2379
3100 Fannin
Q MONTROSE INN
520-0206
408 Avondale
R STUDIO 911
521-0911
911 Welch
S TAFT STREET AUTO
526-3723
1411 Tatft
T THE TIRE PLACE
529-1414
1307 Fairview
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X pibbon Readmg RX

ﬂ@d 711 Fairview 00111

OPENING
DECEMBER 16TH

A A

A A
A A

Welcoming donations of
Books
Magazines
Videos
Recorded Media
Bookcases

Furniture
Etc.

We welcome our
New Librarian
JM McCLENDON
(713) 526-6940

CREDIT
CARDS
NOW
ACCEPTED

B0-U WRWAL%

coffees, teas, greaz‘ sandW/ches soups
desserts, snacks, expresso good music.

Dslwwus Ca/u)z
1/25%0.[5 55105([ a/aLZy

Sun - Thurs 10am -
Fri - Sat 10am -

2312 Crocker * (713) 526-0790
New Orleans Style Cafe/Coffee House |

10pm
4am

O=O=O=O

TWANTD

YOUR USED
LEATHER GARMENTS &
OPECIALTY ITEMS

Open Noon - 8 PM
7 Days a Week

LEATHER
FUREVER

711 Fairview - Houston, TX 77006
T13) 526-6940

E:OEOEOEO

]

Cg)
Q
E
E

OO JIOLIOL 10

L

LEATHER BY BOOTS

Manufacturers of
Quality Specialty Leathers

Sugar, Spice &
Everything Nice!
Maybe Something Else, Too?

STORE HOURS e HOUSTON & DALLAS
12 NOON - 8PM e MON-SAT e CLOSED SUNDAY
RIPCORD e 8PM-2AM ¢ 7 DAYS A WEEK

eHOUSTON
807 Fairview e (713) 526-2668
715 Fairview o (713) 526-0444 (Inside Ripcord)

eDALLASe
2525 Wycliff, Suite 124 o (214) 528-3865
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COMMERCIAL MEMBER

TGRA
o<

Sunday, Dﬁécember 8, 1996

THE 10TH ANNUAL LVL PWA CHRISTMAS
Showtime 6:30 pm

Ever see a Bear behind a bar?

Friday Dec. 6

The Bears will be
guest bartending
on the Patio

Trap your favorite bear &
we’re not talking Grizzly!

ONE DOLLAR TUESDAY

ONE HELLUVA PARTY

ALL DAY
ALL NIGHT

$1.00 Well Drinks o 7:00am - 11:00pm

$1.00 Domestic Longnecks

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

2400 BRAZOS -

HOUSTON e

1 35828-9192

A CHRISTMAS SONGFEST— HOLIDAY
CELEBRATION OF SONG AND SPIRIT

A Christmas Songfest for 1996 will
ring in the holidays on Sunday, December
8, 1996, at the Edwin Hornberger Confer-
ence Center. The proceeds from ticket
sales to this tenth annual holiday celebra-
tion of song and Christmas spirit benefit
local AIDS groups.

This spectacular, fun event has
grown from a small gathering of friends,
to an evening of Christmas music and fes-
tivities that last year attracted nearly 1,000
participants. The festivities include enter-
tainment, a silent auction, a sumptuous
holiday dinner buffet and an open bar. It's
an exciting event because during the pro-
gram dozens of different clubs and organi-
zations are invited to the stage to sing and
lead the audience in carols and special
holiday music.

In the middle of all of this confusion,
professional entertainers take the stage
performing their favorite renditions of
classic Christmas tunes. Featured enter-
tainers scheduled to appear include Jerry
Atwood, Ricky Comeaux, Cindy Harrel-
son, Sharon Montgomery, Keith Caldwell
and Terry Pierce. Of course, the producers
of the event admit they never know who
else may show up and join the group, but
it's always fun and the entire family will
enjoy the evening.

Honorary Event Chair for 1996 is
Dr. Paul Gustafson. Hosting the event will
be Channel 11 weatherman Dan Meador,
Channel 51 anchorperson Dayna Steele,
and KRBE-Radio morning show host
Maria Todd.

The public is invited and good seat-
ing is still available. Reserved tables for
10 persons are available starting at
$400.00 and general admission is $45.00

at the door. For information on reserving a
table, call Ed Inderwish at (713)
683-0485. The Edwin Hornberger Confer-
ence Center is located at 2151 West Hol-
combe Boulevard. Doors open at 6:30
p.m.

A Christmas Songfest is an all volun-
teer 501(c)(3) corporation that benefits
HIV/AIDS charities in the Houston area.
To date the organization has raised over
$215,000. This year, A Christmas Song-
fest is dedicated to the assistance of two
very worthy groups, Omega House and
The Assistance Fund.

Omega House is the only residential
hospice program for terminal stage, medi-
cally indigent People Living With AIDS,
providing shelter and care beyond 30
days. Since 1986, Omega House has of-
fered a full range of palliative bedside care
and psychological support services to over
360 residents and their families and
friends. Omega House is a 501(c)(3) or-
ganization and was the first special care
facility licensed by the Texas Department
of Health. Roughly 60% of Omega
House’s annual budget comes from pri-
vate funding sources.

The Assistance Fund (TAF) was es-
tablished in 1988 to assist those persons
living with AIDS (PLWA’S) by paying
their health insurance premiums and the
cost of emergency prescriptions until they
qualify for Medicare. TAF's clientele base
is comprised of those PLWA’S who have
reached the point in their disease process
where work is no longer possible and
available financial resources are inade-
quate to meet their monthly health insur-
ance premium. TAF becomes an avenue
which enables those who qualify for

Support
the
COLT 45’s
Troublefund

assistance to maintain their health insur-
ance coverage and at the same time meet
other necessary living expenses thus,
avoid becoming a burden to the public
health system.

Support
LADY VICTORIA LUST
PWA HOLIDAY FUND

Sheltered under the Colt 45s Inc

Psychic Advisor
Specializing in Love & Finance

Miss Patricia

Card & Tea Leaf
Readings

(713) 974-2399
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RIPCORD PAST RE

‘ .
PETER
ILICH

% TENNESSE
B WILLAMS

< ‘ o _._wm ““: i . \ (s ‘-:, bl {'.".»--Q.‘w 2 el 3 f
Chuck Drake (1), Danny Wright (RSVP Cruises) Gentlemen of the Ripcord on the Gay Pride More gentlemen at the Ripcord 1ith Anniversary
and Gary Batcheller () taken in 1990. Parade Float in 1994. Party in 1993.

Original look of the Ripcord in 1982. Note: Vince Roy (Janus) and Gary Batcheller at (I-r) Ron Dionne, go-fer; George, bartender &
Picture 1s damaged from fire? Disneyland in 1986. manager; and Tony Perry, Sweet Petite, mgr

. ® >

m Reich (Mitzi) lvcd to Rlck Kipp, bartender Pooh Bear and Boots Adams — Oh, David Peck, one of the original
‘decorate’ the Ripcord. so many years and pounds ago. bartenders, left for SF in 1988

The first ‘drag’ show. Miss Dee Warren Dodson, bartender
1s that you!!

S—IIGGHPO—
GENTRY'S TURN-ABOUT SHOW

Mark Hebert, current DJ, and Chris Bill Rodriguez, DJ prior to Mark

. D—

Papa Del (Sparkle) Sean Carter (Lucy) Val Rodela (Valerie)



