CLIK MAGAZINE - VOLUME 8 ISSUE 6 » SOLD THRU SEPTEMBER 15TH 2007

2

Party in America!

Printed In The United State: - B i e ¥

www.clikmagazine.com e > _ m i

e S AR L UMW WATEATREAAR
M SN R e ATUNTABUCKPRIE
‘ oo = o oasane BEEE WHTE PARTY MOOMIGHT CRUSENYC

200001548000 4 w o R R e b '

-




I ATLANTA, GA

Clik Magazine Is A Proud Sponsor Of Atlanta Black Pride

THE NEXT LEVEL
ATLANTA BLACK LGBT PRIDE
AUG 313 SEP 3rd 2007

& > l é}"

R g . FREE UNITY PASSES
) j - FOR EVERY

Visit our web site for a list of Hﬁ;ﬁm
events, hotel & travel discounts,
Londi2007 Pride Passes

ITLA is the Official Organizer of Atlanta Black Gay Pride. Always look for the ITLA
logo for official events and activities
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JOIN UMMAH FOR THE
oonoun WHITEATTIREAFFUR . |
JULY 21,2007 - WASHINGTON,DC - 8:00PM f A |

200 ‘'NO LENIHSZ AL 4

JOIN UMMAH'S AGENT 007 ON A MISSION TO ERADICATE HIV/AIDS IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.
FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION VISIT:
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY UMMAH PRODUCTION BY ENTROPI PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALMO STUDIOS
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CLIK is filling you in on everything hot this month!

July is all about independence and PRIDE! ' U I Y

Nathan Scott’s Flawless

v At The Beach Los Angeles
1 Jdune 30-Jduly 4 Engagement
In the summer of 1988, Duane Bremond Jduly 7

and a group of friends decided to come
together to organize and enjoy a day "At

The 2007 Flawless Engagement is a FRESH new con-
cept in New York City partying. This special night will be
the Beach" on the 4th of July. Every year hosted by Randall Isaac at the Johnny Gentry Loft on
since, At the Beach [ATB) has grown in : Sth Avenue. Patrons can expect a classy, fun and fes-
participants and in scope. It has become the nation's iargest recog- tive summer party. Come and join Nathan Seven Scott
nized Black lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender pride celebration. & Jared Shuler for a party with a purpose.

Hotter Than July

-_J'._l[y 21 _Eg O R N P R R T
Detroit's Hotter Than July is a grass-roots social project found-
ed in the care principles of Kwanza. It serves as a year-round
effort promoting collective works to nurture a healthy commu-
nity through economics, spirituality, networking, education and
culture. This year's theme "Color Me Black" celebrates our con-
tributions to black culture in America while embracing the full
truth of our lives as same-genderloving men, women, youth,
farnilies, allies, friends and supportive family.

Ummah Fund: White Attire Affair
July 21
Get ready as Ummah patterns its annual White Attire Affair after
lan Fleming's world renowned international Secret Service Agent
007, "Bond, James Bond." Complete with suave and sophisticat-
ed heroes, fancy cars, exotic locations, Bond girls and boys, and
plenty of action. Ummah has enlisted its own Agents 007 and a
' B team of secret agents to head The Mission which has been
Miami Beach Bruthaz unveiled in a five-part sequence derived from famous James Bond
Jduly 18-22 film titles,
For four days, attendees from across the country gather to
socialize, network, empower each other, and learn about
ssues facing the gay community. Miami Beach Bruthaz pres-
ents a Corjor International summer fashion show. This spec
tacular event will showcase both men's and women's
swimwear and casual lines. Visit www.miamibeach
bruthaz.com for more info.

MNational Black Arts Festival
FIND YOUR ROOTS
July 20-29
The National Black Arts Festival, & non-profit cultur-
al institution based in Atlanta, Georgia, celebrates
the contributions of people of African descent and
their impact on world cultures. EXPERIENCE music,
dance, theatre. film, visual arts, literary arts, and
family events of Africa and the African diaspora.
Featuring..Roberta Flack, Les Nubians, Dreamgirls
ft. Jennifer Holiday, Valerie Boyd, the Pan African
. Film Festival ft. Danny Glover, and much maore!

Pride In The City

August 2-5

In 2003, POCC conceptualized the idea

of Pride in the City and identified black

pride celebrations as a unigue

venue to bring cutturally relevant
prevantmn strﬂtegres to the

black

Other Events To Look For:
 Chicago Black Pride June 28-July 4
Charllote NC Black Pride July 20-22 :
 Seattle Black Pride July 19-22
IK Southern Xposure Tour (Columbus, GA] Augu
IK Splish Eplash Pml Pamy September 4 Al
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MOURTRER

By Reginald T. Naji-Allah

First there was the maovie, Brokeback Mountain, and now there is the
new phenomenon, "Bareback Mountain.” It seems that no matter
what anyone says or does, no matter how many condoms are spread
about the community, no matter how many commercials, billboards, or
magazines ads declare the need to practice safer-sex by “wrapping it
up," the community has decided to take up residence on Bareback
Mountain,

| call it Bareback Mountain because | think of it as this mystical and magical

place created by all these black and Latino same gender loving men that
clearly will protect them from contracting HIV/ AIDS. Somehow they have dis-
covered a secret place to hide from the virus—the kingdom of Bareback
Mountain. The problem is it is a myth. It is hype. It is a dangerous dream that will
only end up sending the infection rate for our community through the roof. The
truth is though the numbers say 46 percent are infected, what the numbers o
not say is that 60 percent of black and Latino men refuse to get tested, so that 46
percent is representative of only the other 40 percent that was smart enough to get
tested. That still leaves the other 60 percent ignorant of their status and stolen away
to Bareback Mountain,

| talked to sorme men who were willing to discuss the bareback moyernent. They were
quick te admit that almost everyone is daing it in one form or ancther, Positives are
sleeping with other positives and not using condoms because they mistakenly leave out
the very real possibility of reinfection with the other ten strains of the virus, Negatives
or negative hopefuls are singling out other negatives as a way of justifying bareback sex.
“I'm clean and he's clean, so there is no problem.” Is he really clean, or is he just one of
the B0 percent of the community who refuses to know his status and just assumes he is
negative because he feels fine? Also, what about herpes? Syphilis? Hepatitis? Genital
warts?

One brother told me directly that he couldn't date me because | was positive and that
meant if he fell in love with me and consented to a relationship, we couldn't have skin-to-skin
sex; something he expected to have with his lover. Itis not just all over the Internet for anony-
mous sex and sex parties, but men are making it a prerequisite for having & relationship,
What are black and Letino same gender loving men to do? Is nisking infection the price of
love or at least relationship? Can a simple mantra, “Everybody is daing it.” be the epitaph of
DUr community?

| promise you all that we are in for the second HIV,/AIDS holocaust in our community. Yes,
there are some great drugs and treatments, and long-term management of the typical HIV
infection is possible, but there are not enough drugs or doctors or vaccines or potential
cures for all the new multi- and cross-infections we are about to see in our community. The
type of mutation and drug resistance and "superviruses’ that will result from all this
Bareback Mountain activity will make this country turn & new corner in the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic. The whita gay community has crystal meth bringing HIV infection back in numbers
like the 1980s, and now Bareback Mountain activity is going to have black and Latino men
dying in numbers not seen since the eighties and early nineties,

| do not know if you have seen the movie Brokeback Mountain, so | will bottern line it all for
you. The lead character dies a very tragic and senseless death because of his own reck-
less disregard for his health and safety. That is what | predict in this situation as well. Al
who choose to steal away to Bareback Mountain will have to pay the price. After all, the
problem with trying £o live in high places is that they are very dangerous and the air is
very thin making thinking and existing very difficult,

And those of us who choose to remain on level ground, our feet planted firmly in real
ity, will have to clean up the mess just like we had to do in the eighties and early
nineties. Unless your name is Dorothy and you have ruby slippers. | do not think
standing on Bareback Mountain chanting, "The virus will not get me, the virus will
not get me” is going to work. The guestion still has yet to be answered, \Why in black
and Latino same gender loving men does the basic survival instinct not kick in and
prevent us from risking our lives so easily? Why don't we stop at the danger sign?
Why isn't the threat enough? Why is it so easy for us to shrug our shoulders

fatalistically and say, “I'm gonna die anyway™?

Maybe we need to spend less on billboards and magazine ads and more on
real, hard- hitting psychological research that looks at and answers these
guestions. Enough said.
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How did this all start? you ask. Well, In

on its own. New York City's Department of |
Health and Mental Hygiene is planning a cam-
paign to encourage men at high risk of AIDS §
to get circumcised in light of the World Health
Organization's endorsement of the procedure

as an effective way to prevent the disease.

In the United States, "New York City remains The studies, done in Uganda, Kenya and i

the epicenter of the AIDS epidemic,” Dr. South Africa, enrolled men who said they had :

Thomas R. Frieden, the city's health commis- i sex with women, while New York's highest- :

sioner, said in an interview. Referring ta HLV., { gk groups are men who have sex with men,

he said, "In some subpopulations, you have 10 men who inject drugs, and people who have

to 20 percent prevalence rates, just as they i sex with those men. Nonetheless, Dr. Frieden :
said, it is logical to assume
that circumcision would

protection in i

do in parts of Africa” His department has i
started asking some community groups and :
gay rights organizations to discuss circumci-
sion with their members, and has asked the
Health and Hospitals Corporation, which runs
city hospitals and clinics, to perform the pro- i
cedure at no charge for men without health

insurance.

Dr. Frieden said black, Hispanic, and foreign-
born men were less likely to be circumcised
than white Americans, and the percentage is |
smaller among men with lower incomes. i

Th e r Ens HAVE THEIR EYES ON YOUR

'‘MANHOOD”

By Reginald T. Naj-Allah

The Federal Government has their eyes on your “man-

hood” and wants to put it under the knife. When | say "manhood”, |

Mean your penis.
loving
cut your fore

virus by 60%. &

[About BS percent of all male babies in the :
three recent clinical trials in Africa, circumci- i United States are circumeised, according to

sion was shown ta lower @ man's risk of con-  the National Center for Health Statistics, :

tracting the virus from heterosexual sex by compared with about 30 percent of men |
about 60 percent. On March 28, the Waorld

s o i king treatment at the city's clinics for
Health Organization officially recommended | ol i .

that countries adopt the procedure as part of ! group for AIDS infection because of genital |

their AIDS prevention plans. While Ine ; sores — a large proportion are uncircum- |

F:enters fnlr‘ .DiseaseICulntroI and Prevention cised, Dr. Frieden said.
in Atlanta is just beginning to convene meet- :
ings and design studies to help it formulate a :

national policy, New York City is moving ahead

worldwide, by WH.O. estimates)

jously, i yoL

who is uncircumc

ck or latino same gender

eral government wants to

in off to prevent your risk of being infected by the HIV

ed yet?

some types of gay sex. A man's risk from per-
forming penetrative anal sex is about the

: same as his risk from vaginal sex, Dr. Frieden
: said, so circumcision would presumably con-
Among | fer the same protection as it did in the African
¢ trials. Also, cutting down infections among
sexually transmitted diseases — anaother risk Bissiial ish = eoma oFwhorm dis ot adint
i to female partners that they participate in gay

i sex — would protect women, he said.

( y
L A MAN'S RISK FROM PERFORMING PENETRATIVE )
ANAL SEX IS ABOUT THE SAME AS HIS RISK

FROM VAGINAL SEX...

offer
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: Dr. Frieden said he thought

i health 3
: companies might
i agree to pay

— De. FRIEDEN

insurance



for preventive circumcisions since they already
covered them for infections and urinary block-
age. City hospitals also offer the operation in
those cases, Ms. Marengo said.

{

Peter Staley, a longtime AIDS activist and co-
founder of ACT-UP New York, the Treatment
Action Group and AIDSmeds.com, said he was
‘intrigued” by the idea of offering circumcisions
but worried because those in the studies sup-
porting it bore little relation to New York's risk
groups. “I'm white, Frieden’s white,” he said. “It's
going to sound like white guys telling black and
Hispanic guys to do something that would affect
their manhood.” But isn’t that exactly what they
would be doing? Worried yet?

FICATION.

Takes Osubu, executive director of Gay Men of
African Descent, a 21-year-old gay rights organi-
zation, agreed. He also said he thought circumci-
sion was “not the answer to our problems” and
doubted that it would lower infection rates. Many
black men who have sex with men, he said,

already face discrimination, stigma, and an inability to talk about their ;

good public policy and public health to reduce HIV by 60% in the

! epicenter of the disease? Before | answer that, | want to add one

manager of information and counseling for the Asian and Pacific i other bit of information into the mix, so you can get a full picture of

Islander Coalition on H.LV./AIDS, said his organization wanted to S | \hat we are talking about.

studies done in the United States and among gay men befare taking
a position on the issue. Circumcision is not commaon among Asian In the Journal of Sex Research from the Johns Hapkins University
fren, except those: from Muslim countries and the Philippines; Mr. school of Medicine, it was reported: Men circumcised as adults can
experience the difference a foreskin makes...diminished penile sensi-

! tivity, less penile gratification. The greatest disadvantage of circumci-

sex lives with family members and sometimes even with doctors. “No
amount of circumcision is going to change that,” he said. Bric Bernas,

Bernas said, “and there might be cultural sensitivities around it."

Cultural sensitivities around it? That is the understatement of the
New Century. Let's take a stroll down memory lane with the govern-
ment and black men. For forty years between 1932 and 1972 the

United States Public Health Service conducted experiments on 399

black men in the late stages of syphilis, mostly poaor, iliterate share-
croppers in Alabama. These men were never told what disease they
were suffering from or of its seriousness. They were told they were

MEN CIRCUMCISED AS ADULTS CAN
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE A FORE—
SKIN MAKES...DIMINISHED PENILE
SENSITIVITY, LESS PENILE GRATI-

«HIV INFELTION MAY BE REDULED
&y ©O% AMONG STRAIGHT MEN
WHO ARE CIRCUMCISED. %

being treated for "bad blood," Data from the experiment was collect-
ed from their autopsies, so they were deliberately left to degenerate
under the ravages of tertiary syphilis - tumors, heart disease, paral- |
ysis, blindness, insanity and death. Doctors involved were quoted as ;

saying: \We have no further interest in these patients until they die.”
This was, of course, the Tuskegee Experiment.

pate in another experiment to collect more data about another

fypothesis concerning HIV infection. Sounding familiar yet? The fact

that it is very new and there are a lot of unanswered guestions |
seems unimportant; after all it is African men. But since New York |

has jumped on the band wagon without even minute direction from
the Centers for Disease Control, things are more disturbing. | have a |
friend who works at the CDC and after speaking to him, it was clear
the COC is not sure what to make of this and probably is not going to
embrace this any time soon. Some say it will takes three years just to

sort through all of the data. So, why is New York moving forward? Is

It because 46% of black
game gender loving men
are HIV positive and they
want to reduce those

numbers? Is it just

sion is the awful loss of sensitivity when the foreskin is removed...on
a scale of 1 to 10, the intact penis experiences pleasure that is at
least 11 or 12, the [newly) circumcised penis is lucky to get to 3. One
man was quoted: | play guitar and my fingers get callused from play-
ing. That's similar to what happened to my penis after circumcision.

Studies show in Africa that HIV infection may be reduced by B0%
among straight men who are circumcised, but is that revolutionary in
terms of AIDS prevention. No. We know how to prevent the infection
rate by 90% rate..latex condoms and water-based lube. No magic
there. Wrap-t-up and you are safer than 60%. Is it logical to trade a
loss of penile sensitivity and pleasure by as much as 70% reduction

i to prevent HIV infection in this way? NO. Why are health officials even
Now scientists and doctors are again asking men of color to partici- i

accepting raw or unprotected sex as an okay activity for people to
engage in and that the only prevention tools in that case is male cir-
cumcision? Give the African men condoms and reduce their risk to
almost nothing and leave their penises alone. And, as for black and
Latino same gender loving men in America who want to engage in
raw sex ? Tell them they can have it raw if they let the government
cut their foreskins off and reduce their infection risk by 60%, BUT
they will have to accept a 70% loss of sensitivity and pleasure in their
penises; not to mention possible calluses an their penises. | think

: their choices will be obvious. Enough said.

nform yourself. DON'T BECOME A STA-
TISTIC! Get tested. The best form of

prevention is education. Become aware.
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Men of Hip-Hop And R&B

These hot guys have been on top of the charts in
2007. Keepin' it sexy and staying on top of the
game, these fellas entertain us in more ways than
one. You guys logged onto clikmagazine.com and
chose your favorites. Here are your TOP 10 SEXI-
EST GUYS IN HIP-HOP AND R&B.

D current
7 Face [a collaboration with Juelz Sg

& 2 has also c vould include Timbala
L Lam, Kanye West, S 1, and that collaborators
o would incl Twi Junior R la. It o named the "#1

most anticipated album of
Most people were introduced to Bobby Valentino as
a member of the group Mista, who dropped a CD in
1986, from which came the hit, "Blackberry
Molasses.” Bobby Valentino came back on the scene
out of nowhere with the track "Slow Down." Bobby
signed with Ludacris's DTP label and became the first
R&B act that released a CO on DTF.

The Atlanta R&B singer Bobby Valentino is back with
a second studio album release Special Occasion via
Disturbing Tha Peace/Def Jam. Valentino finally

released the much-anticipated album after several R. Kelly's rep could

delays. be considered con-

troversial at best.
This time around, he's hitting hard with “Anonymous,” The R&B king has
the first single off of the new album. The album called upon a num-
features ber of his talented
?ppea;anca pals, including T.,
rom fellow

Nelly, Snoop Do
DTP artists s e i

and Kid Rock, to
help on his latest
offering,

Shareefa
and Ludacris
as well as

Fabol ;

T:e Dpeaczfd Double Up is R. Kelly's eighth top 5 debut and his fifth #1 album as a

includes pro- solo artist. It delivers a potent potiorj of pure signatur‘g RE&B with soms

duction from hip hop on top. Feelittlmng collabofataons W|tr:1 T.l., T-Pain, and more, the

Tim & Bab, legendary R. Kelly joins forces with some of the hottest and best Hip
Hop talent and the result is fiercely sexy. From the steamy "Pull Yz

Timbaland,

Hair," to the smooth stylin’ of "Freaky In The Club," fans around the globe:
will jump at the opportunity to Double Up with R. Kelly. This album is R
Kelly's ninth solo release since his smash solo debus 72 Flay.
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For A&B singer Lloyd, the road to stardom has taken twists and turns, with high-speed chas-
es and precise maneuvering. Today, the 20-year old singer/” songwriter and businessman is in
the driver's seat. He commands the open road and is headed straight for stardom.

Singing comes naturally to this native of I\\'lew Orleans who grew up in Atlanta. "l knew how to sing before | knew how to talk and
| knew how to dance before | learned“how to walk. It's just in my blood.” After a threeyear hiatus Lloyd returns with his

sophomaore album Street Love a fifzeen-tré'i'[:i-:: release which features guest appearances from Lil' \WWayne, Young Joc, Nas, and
Andre 3000. \

Trey loved hip hop growing up, but the only R&B he could get into was R. Kelly. But when
his friends heard his perfect tenor voice, they pushed Trey Songz to drop rap and start
crooning. He did, and soon after met Troy Taylor, who had worked behind the scenes with
Patti LaBelle, SWV, and B2K. Once working on his debut album, collaborations shortly
arose with Lil' Kim, Trina, and Snoop Dogg. He released some streetevel mixtapes under
his alias, the Prince of Virginia. His proper debut, Gotta Make It, was released by Atlantic
in 2008.Trey Day is the second album from Trey Songz. He recently began work on his
upcoming album Trey Day, which is a follow up to Gotta Make It and

will be his second album under Atlantic Records. It is set to be

released later this summer. The first single "Wonder \Woman," was

shot on Apri[.xﬂ-‘th and featured Angela Luv as Trey's love interest.




On Sex, Love & Pain, his third album, extra-mus-
cular singer Tank continues to show that a real
man can be both strong and sensitive. Like fel-
low R&B singer Tyrese, Tank represents for all
the extra-swollen bodybuilders who arent
afraid to show their feelings. The album is a
drama-filled roller coaster of ballads: love, lust,
hate, pain, betrayal, and more are explored on
the dozen songs here. And Tank's songwriting
is topnotch; he has a gift for painting such a
vivid picture with words that if you close' your
eyes, you can practically see the scenarios that
he sings about take place. N

Father, astute businessman, fashion icon,
King of the South, future Hollywood A-
Lister, and hip-hop standard bearer.
With all these titles, no wonder Atlanta,
GA native Clifford Harris needs twao
monikers to tell his whole story. And with
the release of the year's most anticipated
rap album, Tl vs. TIP, we get both sides of
one of contemporary music's most com-
pelling characters.

"It's really a conceptual LP," T.I. explains,
"Some would say | have a dual personali-
ty: calm, cool, collected one minute, and
ready to take somebody who violates'
head off the next. I'm just taking the time
out to illustrate both my personas. Tl is
definitely more laid back, more on the business side: he's a more suave cat. He came
out on songs like 'Let's Get Away,' 'Why You Wanna,' and 'Get Loose. Tip. that's a cat
that's somewhat of a loose cannon. He's been reflected on records like 'U Don't Know
Me,' 'Bring Em Out, 'Rubber Band Man,' even 'Soldier' with Destiny's Child."

RE&B superstar Omarion rang in 2007 with 27, the year's first #1
album. The performer's second solo album [and first on Columbia
Records) entered the Billboard Top 200 bestselling albums and
the R&B sales charts at #1, mirroring the achievement of his
debut solo album, O, which enterad both those charts at #1 in
February 2005, An important new voice in contemporary R&B and
hip hop, Omarion is one of a select group of
artists to have achieved backto-back #1
debuts on both the Hot 100 and the R&B
charts with two consecutive albums,
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Usher is looking to release a new album mid 2007.
Usher is reported to have said “It's about time for me to
get back in and put my 10 cents in it!"

Usher says his long layoff from making records is aver: ‘| feel it's about time
for me to come out with an album,” he said via phone from Atlanta on
Tuesday. “I'm not extremely

enthused about where music

has gone. | say that coming

from listening to artists like

Stevie  Wonder,  Prince.

Michael Jackson — those are

great artists and iconic musi

cians. | feel music is at a

standstill.”

Currently on the road with his "Price Of Farme Tour,"
Bow Wow is riding the success of his latest Top 10
album, The Price Of Fame, which reached #6 on the
Billboard 200 and #2 on Bilboard's Top R&B, Hip-Hop
_Albums chart. The Price Of Fame kicked out a string of &
gléisir  the #1 Hot Rap Tracks chartbuster

~ "Shortie Like Mine" as well as "'m A Flirt" and "Outta My

System.”

. BReleased@December 2006, The Price of Fame is rha;;
f'  first new 88lIdio album from Bow \Wow since July 2005+
g when his BIAA platinum-certified Wanted debuted at

#3 on theBillboard Top 200 and generated the smash &
singles "Let Me Hold You" (featuring Omarion] and
"Like You" [featuring Ciaral.
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KELLY RoOwLAND Ms. Kelly

July 3

Columbia

Music World/Columbia Records will release Ms.
Kelly. the avidly-awaited sophomore album. from the
Grammy-winning pop-urban musical superstar Kelly
Rewland, on Tuesday, July Srd.

“Like This," the first single from Ms. Kelly, is an infec-
tious pulsating hip-hop  groaove featuring the Grammy-
winning rap artist Eve. After a mere week at radio,
“Like This" is already lighting up America’s radio air-
waves with a nationwide listening audience of over S
million. The single is slated to impact Urban,/Rhythm
radio on March 27 and Top 40 on April 17. A “Like
This" ringtone was made available on March 6 with &
digital download and 12-inch single being offered on
March 13. The CD single hit stores on April 17. ‘Like
This" is currently being promoted on ADL Music's
New Sangs page while fans may hear a streaming
version of the tune on Kelly's MySpace page
[www myspace.com/ kellyrowland). )

“Ghetto," the second single from Ms. Kelly, provides a
showcase for the combined talents of Kelly Rowland
and guest artist Snoop Dogg. \

Ms. Kelly is the long-awaited successor to Rowland's
best-selling 2002 gold-certified solo debut album,
Simply Deep, which has sold more than twa million
copies worldwide. Peaking at #1 in the UK, #3 on the
Bilboard R&B/Hip-Hop Album chart, and #12 on the
Billboard Top 200, Simply, Deep included the smash
hit, "Dilemma,” Kelly's duet with rapper Nelly, which

earned the Grammy for Best Rap/Sung Caollaboration:

in 2003 and spent 10 weeks at #1 on the Hot 100,
“I 'have put my heart and soul into this record,” said
Kelly about her decision to make this record very per-
sonal, “| am excited that everyone will hear it. || am
completely exposed. It's the real me”

One of the vocal superstars in Destiny's
Child, the biggest selling girl :
group of all time, Kelly
Rowland's ‘talents proved
a major contributing ‘force
as the group racked up
sales of mare than BO mik
lion records warldwide while
earning two Grammy Awards
in the Best R&B Performance
By A Duo Or Group With Vocals
category « (2000 = "Say: My
Name™; 2001: "Survivar®).
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T.L T.L VS TIP.

Atlantic

July 3

According to Billboard, "through-
out, T.. raps in two personas: that
of himself, and of his alter ego,
TLP. It's basically a battle within
myself.” Billboard also claims that
it will “feature guest turns by
Eminem, Justin Timberlake, R.
Kelly, Nelly, Akan and Lil' Wayne as
well as  production  from
Timbaland, Scott Storch, Mannie
Fresh, Wyclef Jean and Just
Blaze, among others” including
Danja Handz [*Tell 'Em | Said
That"). The Wyclefproduced
songs sound most interesting to
me: “Among the more surprising
cuts are the three produced by
Whyclef, the artists wrote eight
songs during just three days of cal-
laboration. "You Know What It Is'
sports a dubby thump behind the
sound of a gun being cocked, with
T.. boasting, ‘Had the album of the
year, n* **a / Grammy or not.
‘Shorty Got a Gun’ has an almost
Latin melody and a lot going on
production wise, while 'Pass the
Dutchie’ nicks lines from the cho-

rus of Musical Youth's hit of the
same name, with a melody not
unlike Wyclef's own 'Gone Till
November.” The song "Hip-Hop™ is
"a Just Blaze production marked
by a chopped-up rock guitar riff
and loud, 'B0s drums." The
Timbaland-produced song and the
story of its creation sound the
most bizarre, as described by
Entertainment Weekly. About
recording with Eminem, “We did
three records, One we did for him

..Their other two collaborations
couldend up on Tl vs. T.LP., includ
ing a song called Touchdown.” Its
out of Eminem’s norm, If Eminem
has a norm.. basically talking
about when you touch down i
everybody's city, what you do. Hi
the mall, buy a car or leave the
club with all the girls. We have ye
to finish that one.™ As far as othe
songs go, Ll Wayne helped o

“Yeah,” Nelly on "Show It 2 Me

and Andre 3000 on “Life Of The
Party.” Jay-Z is also said to be o

the album

I#t
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Last 2 Walk

it THF‘!EE 6 Maria

TaLB KwELI

July 3

| Columbia

Blacksmith

‘After first being penciled in for an April release and then
| moving to late May, Three B Mafia’s new album, Last 2

Hip-hop's premier MC Talib Kwel wll
release his eagerly awaited new!
album — Ear Drum — on ' July 24th, A

career-defining Wwork that showcases ey
the Brooklyn rapper's advanced lsr'rfi---- The

cism and faultless musical taste, Ear
Drum” is Kweli's first album released
on his own' label, Blacksmith Music
and Warner Bros. Records.

Kweli says the album’s Citle comes
from "the image of the ear and of the
drum, which are powerful enough by
themselves, but put them together
and it's an instrument in’ your body
that helps you hear. They're also two
very simple, yet powerful words. |
wanted to focus on finding a sound
that makes you move. and that's
where the word ‘eardrum’ popped in
my head.”

With lyrice that touch on life’s jour-
neys and struggles. Ear Orum also

showcases Talib's sonic versatility.
with ‘tracks ranging from the 5|Iky-

soulful “Saon’ The New Day.” which
features, vocals @ by bestsellmg:

chanteuse Norah Janes; to the sexy
first single “Hot: Thing” and the hard-
edged "Say Something,” which' fea-

wres rapping by Blacksmith art|st:

Jean Grae.

‘them, be crx

| Since makmg hi_'
‘Mos Def as Black Sta

“his”status, as

| Walk, is now on target to arrive July 3 via Hypnotize
o N‘hnds/ Calumbia, The moves have come to better caor-
. dinate the album with the rap duo’'s new MTV reality
s show, Advenwms in Hollyhood.

| “You see us in meetings, recording, trying to come up
| with songs, trying to do movie deals, even trying to pick
' up wonten,” group member DJ Paul recently told
‘Bilboard.com of the show. “Our lives are like a circus,”
| added Juicy J. "You wouldn't believe the crap we go
| through everyday.”

| As previously reported, Last 2 Walk sports guest

| appearances by Lyfe Jennings, Paul Wall, 8Ball & MJG,
| /Akon, the Game, Lil' Jon and Lil' Wayne. First single “Doe
( Boy Fresh" featuring Chamillionaire topped out last
~month at No. 54 on the Billboard Hot 100 and has since
-fallem' off the chart:

‘selves to know that w
exXperiences a

alienated”

ln nelated news, former Three 6 Mafia member
Crunchy  Black will re-emerge
with his solo debut,
‘From Me to You,"
on June 12 via
Hypnotize
Minds/ Asylum. The
album  includes 11
new songs and five
‘chopped and
. screwed’ selections.

1988, Kwell has be

‘

_raps amhr"ac
and bling in
addr‘ess:ng tss
consclousness- nﬁl self—
Jlove, Ear Drum s?'l'drﬁes

rap’s most talented ’and
Important voices,

IIJ |-

Chmagu hlp-hup arﬁst: Cammon.

is getting ready to r'elease his 7th studia album,

Finding Forever, on| July 31st. This palitically charged jam will feature collabora-
./ tions from Kanye West, L!l_y Allen, DiAngelo, the late J Dilla, and John Legend

amang athers:

.Gommons curr‘ent release Be has sold around 800,000 copies in the United
| States alone and he has been touring to support it over the last 12-18 months,
"'he was alsa récently numlnated for 4 Grammy awards and for 2 NAACP Image
f awar‘ds

JAn Enfluentiai figure in today's rap world, Common stands for a more musical,

4 ¥ :
ComMmmMOoON Finding Forever
Geffen July 31

sophisticated rap genre struggling to compete against the flood of commercial
ized'gangsta figures:
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their life experiences to help us all in this jou
in the face of terror, and exemplify the very m
Perry when | was watching an episode of Oprah.
he was an openly same gender loving male and was not afraid to say so on national television. |

r some, our lead
efront to defend
call life. They ca
of influence. | was f
as intrigued by his story

interviewed Jonathan Perry who many consider, without a doubt, a leader.

Who is Jonathan Perry?
| am constantly reinventing who Jonathan is.

in the mirror and saw that frightened little boy having to battle a great big monster.
I wasn't mad. | was hurt and confused. | cried a lot and the only question that kept
coming to mind was “why?" | never got the answer, but | took the guestion and
used it to shape my future, which | am still shaping.

Owning and acknowledging my part in my situation (where | am now), my hurt and

my pain gave me strength and control; by doing that, | got my power back. | was
i comed back under one condition—that | seek counseling from a certified

i Assemblies of God psychologist. But the grounds of my suspension were that |
i was “immoral.” The next night | went around the entire campus telling everyong

no longer a victim.

| placed my worth in how many find me attractive or how many numbers | get. |

placed my worth in how many guys are attracted to me or how much sex | can :
: “out of the closet.” That night | slept on the steps of Carpenter's Home Church

i because | had nowhere else to go.

have. | placed my worth in guys who treat me like | am worthless. How the hell did
| get there? More impartantly, | had to figure out how the hell to get out.

| won't say the names of the guys whom | have allowed myself to love only to be :
told | am not enough or that | love too much or too hard or too fast. | don't know, :
: called my Aunt Elaine (my favorite aunt) the day after my suspension and told het
i that | had been kicked out of school because | was gay. This brought about thé
: frightening discussion with my aunt and grandmother about my sexuality and why

maybe | had the wrong tools or | was looking for love in all the wrong places. |
looked on A4A, BGC, MySpace, and some other sites that shall remain nameless. |
had even looked around Los Angeles—uwhat the hell was | thinking—and all | found

was disappointment and hurt and feelings of inadequacy. Wow! Where did that one |
i mother when she revealed to me that God had shown her in a dream that someong
i in the family was *funny,' He just didn't say who. From that day forward, our rela-
! tionship has been stronger than those with any of her other children except my
i Aunt Elaine, The three of us are very close.

When did you come out? How did you come out? Why did you make the |

i Were your parents accepting of your sexual orientation?

i Well, considering | never placed much stock in what my mother and “real” fath
, Florida when | had grown increasingly uncomfortable about hiding my sexuality. i had to say, it didn't really matter. My mother | feel tolerated me but my father ne-
One day while in praise and worship rehearsal the presence of God was so thick : ther tolerated nor accepted me.

that by the end of the first song there weren’t many of us left standing. The praise : . . I ) y
: What is your relationship like with your mother and family now?

come from? Giving myself, only to discover what | gave was what they wanted, just
not from me. Sometimes | want to keep all | have to myself so that | will not allow
anyone else to abuse it ever again.

decision to come out?
| was a freshman at the Southeastern College of the Assemblies of God, in Lakeland

and worship leader, Thomas Lars, began to “minister.” He made reference to John

4:24 that reads, “God is a spirit and they that worship him must worship him in

spirit and in truth.” Thomas went on to say that you cannot worship God with sin ; was severely, severely, severely, severely damaged when she became engaged will

i inyour life, and then he went on to qualify what was sin. | sat there and began to
i get angry because all | wanted to do was worship God. | did not care what | had
i to give up. | just knew that | wanted to worship. So | sat down with Thomas and
| had to hurt for a while before | realized everything was going to be alright. | looked : told him that | was gay. With tears in my eyes | told him that | would do “anything”
i that | needed to get rid of my homosexuality—if it would indeed bring me closer to
: God. The next day | was called into the guidance counselor’s office and the dean’s
: office and questioned for three hours about my sexual behaviors and with whom,
i if anyone, | had had sex on the campus. To this day no one knows who he is but
i heand |

| stopped seeing HIV as punishment, but a consequence for some of my actions. :
i December 17, 1995 | received a letter of suspension from the president of
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Southeastern College of the Assemblies of God naotifying me that | would be wel-

that | was being suspended from school because | was gay; hence, my BOLD step

Now coming out to my family was a totally different story. | had no intension of
telling the truth about why | got kicked out of college. But one of my professors

| had been kicked out of college. About a week later, | was speaking with my grand:

| don't have a relationship with my father at all. My relationship with my mat



her current husband of 16 years. My mother allowed
fiim to beat us.

told me that | “had probably done something to
deserve it." | remember feeling hopelessly lost
because not even my mother had my back in this. My
enemy was her friend.

The situation was similar when, at the age of 14—not
more than two years after meeting him—he raped me.
| do feel myseli, however, exercising my courage to
forgive her. She has only seen me in the news and on
TV, but in March | will be delivering the keynote
address for an event at Villa Julie College in Maryland.
| have extended an invitation to her and my youngest
brother Jordan who is 15,

| know this

on your family?
Talking about being raped by my mother's husband

actually told her what happened.

be gay, but tonight God delivered me.” She looked at
me like | had a knife and was about to use it! “And
when | was 14, Mr. Wes raped me.” What | didn't
know was that she was on the phone with him when |
said it. “Wes, let me call you back.” She hung up the
phone and asked me to repeat it. After explaining to
her all the details of what happened just two years ear-
lier, she called him back and asked him if what | was
saying was true, All | could hear was “Jo, no.” | felt my

neart sink into my big toe because | knew she was : o :
going take his side, like always. The last thing out of : Tell me about the organizations and forum you :
hier that night was, “That's what you get for being :
gay.” My younger brother Jamey overheard the con- :
versation and whispered from his room, “Jonathan, | :

still love you!”

The two things that saddened me most about the

antire experience was how | felt when my mother
blamed it on me and when | decided to report it fo the
Office of Special Investigation. They told me that they
would not press charges because he was about to
retire. Keep in mind there is no statute of limitations
0n rape cases.

Was there at any time a thought in mind that :

i you would perhaps die from the disease? _
; ) i i Every day for the first year and a half after | was diag- :
| recall an instance in 1990 while living in South { noged | felt that | could die from the disease at any
Dakota. We were at the pool. He called me over to him : ;
and | answered “What?" to him two times. The sec-
ond time he grabbed me by the throat and choked me :

until | had passed out. Then he threw me next to the :

moment. | became paranoid and fearful.

the sun came up because | really believed that if | had
closed my eyes | would not live to see the sun rise.

Why do you think 46 percent of black gay men
are HIV positive?

My good friend Dr. David Malbranche said it best:
Statistics lie. Statistics can do what you want them to
do. We receive so much misinformation that some-
times | truly don’t know what to believe. But | do know

that that statistic was obtained from samples of peo- |
ple at various clubs and bars. | will not speak to the :
i accuracy of the statistic, but | will say that | don’t think ;
: itis as accurate as some statisticians purport. ;

is difficult to talk almut.;E
But you were raped at 14. How was that :

isn't as hard for me as most people believe. | have :

talked about it for various reasons. | have talked Are you single?
ng;”":%l l"""ha: v:c?;ﬁ(ghcggrﬁ?eg's%n?nrﬁcﬁn:;ﬁdtl?enrg i | am single and have been so tortng last four years. |
e rslfeth.ing S for 1 Bt i Buf forisiua Vi il i have been so because the last relationship | was in |
B e o ot sgheg Ig b Haat Y put my partner through pure hell. He showed me that

ér for what happened that July in Rapid Gy, & |y,aq 0ot ready for the love | thought | wanted. | may
South Dakota. It was not until two years later that | ! never have him again, but | genuinely believe Larry

i was my soul mate. He loved me past all of my hurt

We lived in Maine and | had come home from church | 2nd past all of my pain. He loved me beyond my HIV

one Sunday evening after allowing the entire church to i reach—and | took all of that for granted
lay hands on me and “exercise” those homosexual : -
‘demons” from my body. “Mommy mommy,” | said, :

“God just delivered me from homosexuality! | used to

status and into a place | never thought any man would

Were you accepted with open arms?

It is so funny because when | arrived at Johnson C.
Smith University, everyone was cool with me until
they found out | was SGL; then they weren't so nice.
When | came out about my HIV status, however, they
embraced me like | never even told them | was attract-
ed to men. | felt my university come together in sup-
port, and until the day | graduated | actually felt like
part of my JCSU family.

started while in college.

bians, including issues relating to HIV and AIDS.

Why did you decide to become an activist?
| became an activist because | have a big mouth and

a lot to say. | care about what happens to black peo- :
ple. With my coming out | felt like | could contribute :

something. | am finding that something and my voice
is being heard.

i What's your mission?
¢ When | leave this earth | want to leave behind a lega- !
cy that will inspire people to realize that where we are
jm whom did you contract the HIV virus? A : :

now is not where we have to remain.

from a guy | was dating who lived on There is a lot of work that needs to take place and it

i requires more than just education. The one thing I've

found that Black people most have in common is not

i an HIV status or a religious affiliation. What we have

in commeon is not a political party. What we have in
common is a need for that feeling of expectation and

i adesire for that one thing that will help and save us.
¢ That need extends beyond what T D Jakes says. It

Two nights before | went to get my diagnosis | was :

i sitting at my laptop and | heard a voice whispering :

pool and left. | came to about three minutes later to a : over my shoulder, “You're gonna die, you're gonna %

crowd of people around me. There | was bleeding and  gie. You really fucked up now.” When | tell you it :

skinned up on my left arm and leg. My brother and | : sounded like someone was in my room, | had never :

walked about a mile to where my mom was working. ¢ been so afraid in all my life. | did not go to sleep until

When we got there | told her what happened and she :

supersedes Creflo Dollar's and Eddie Long's desire to
capitalize off a gospel that not long ago was used to
plunge blacks deeper into the shame that got us here
in the first place. What is that feeling of expectation,
that one thing? It's hope! It is what we all need not to
stay the present course, but to blaze a new one.

July 2006 | was riding the train in Los Angeles and |
began to think heavily about my life and my presence
therein. | considered my situation and where | was at
that moment. With all of my mess in mind | asked God
to send me an angel or just someone to save me. |
closed my eyes and God showed me a mirror. | looked
in the mirror and heard God say, “There is who | sent
to save you." Upon seeing that, | sat on the train in
front of all those men and women and cried. | cried
until my eyes were red, my face was white, and my
jeans were soaked.

The moral of the story was so simple: every person—
i oeven in our community—with power doesn't always
i have our best interest at heart. While we're sitting

back waiting for angels and ostensible saviors 1o
come rescue us, we will have to wake up, whether it
is of our own volition or the intemperate rousing of
someone else.

There is something about life that causes us to cling
to it even when we know we are at its edge. No mat-
ter how hard it has been the expectation of brighter
days offers hope to us. So we hold on. Hoping, pray-
ing, believing. ..that some day soon, things are going
to get better. We say, “They have to because I've been
holding on this long . . . it can’t be for nothing.” So we
wait. We hold on just a little while longer . . . just a lit-

i tle while longer [in the words of the old spiritual] “to

.= i see what the end gon’ be. Then comes that one thing
You attended a historically black college. :

that makes all the holding you've been doing worth it.
Just enough of that can give you all the hope in the
world.

We need hope to survive. You need hope to help you
see past now and beyond the tomorrow that doesn't
look so good either. And you know what? While you
are just hanging in there looking for that better tomor-
row, hope has its arms wrapped around you and has
pulled you to safety and you didn't even know it until

: tomorrow came, and the next day, and the day after

that. You saw that every thing was not going to be all

i right, butis alright.
| started African-American Alliance for Gay & Lesbian !
Education. The purpose of the African-American |
i Alliance for Gay & Lesbian Education is to educate the :
: African-American community and the community at :
large on issues facing African-American gays and les- :
: What does the future hold for Jonathan Perry?

We are not at the beginning of the end; we are at the
end of the beginning and this is our moment to wake
up! Let us call this moment hope.

I'll let you know when | reach the end of it.

What are you working on now?

| have created a non-profit called “Our Best Hope."
The ultimate goal is to provide black America with the
inspiration and tools necessary to realize, actualize,
and exercise their proactive responsibility. The driving
forces are hope, choice, and responsibility.
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Briian Dargon has what it takes
to make it in the world of fashion.
He’s intelligent, talented, passion-
ate and, most of all, determined.
CLIK Magazine’s Curtis Davis sits
down with the designer of the hot
new BSIXTEEG Collection to learn
just what keeps this young prodi-
gy motivated.

Phaoto by: Zaire

your collection?

chest or ass. | chose "B66" because Briian
born.

CLIK: Wait a minute, so that makes you . .
WOW! You look absolutely incredible fo

your age.

BD: Thank you. [smiles)

VOL 8/ ISSUE6 » CLiK — 28 — www.cilkmagazine.com

ORWARD

CLIK: How did you come up with the name of

Photos by David Brandon, Lioyd Crawford

CLIK: What made you become a designer?]

BD: |was bored. [laughs) Becoming a clof
BD: When | began thinking about what | :
wanted to call the line, | knew that | did not
want to have my name across everybody's |
i thing “fly," | decided to make a t-shirt. Whe
is my first name and 1966 is the year | was

ing designer was actually a fluke. | was
between jobs and had been invited to
party. Not having extra money to buy somg

people kept coming up to me asking wher

i did | get it from and when | told therm | mad
i it, they offered me money if | made one fo
i them. It was a no-brainer.

CLIK: How do you feel your collection is di
i ferent than other young black designers?



My collection is unique in the fact that
while it is heavily graphics driven, my
graphics are hand done and not silk
screened. My pieces are thought pro-
voking and unique. The combination of
leathers and felt, denim and cotton
make for absolutely bizarre conversa-
tion starter pieces.




=
j=}
=
o
@
-t
0
2
=
)
=]

=
Fal
=]
F=]
=]
P
ol

My designs tend to be unique while at

the same time slightly explicit, a lot of
guys who happen to be gay are able to
identify with the phrases and therefore
aren't afraid to wear the clothes:




For more insight, e-mail Briian at briian@bsixtee6.com.
nd check out more of the fashion line at:

:/ /www.bsixteeB.com

&p/ S www.myspace.com,/ bsixteeB

ORWARD

CLIK: What was the first piece you ever
designed?

Richmond, Virginia.

lars off of my shirts. Of course, when the
fad was over, she still made me wear
them.

CLIK: Ohwow! | guess that was your intro-
duction into "seasons.”

BD: Yeah, | guess it was.

picked up?

BD: | do not have a formal education in
clothing design.

ly is stylish and was always putting unex-
born, my mom used to take my grand-
to sew. She said in case | was a bachelor

from that.

CLIK: Do you ever feel like you've made the
wrong career decision?

BD: NEVER!

CLIK: What keeps you motivated?

BD: |like to eat and | want to eat every day
make that happen. Also, it's not hard to be
you absaolutely love.

CLIK: How do you feel about the current
status of fashion with jeans costing $400
or more?

BD: There is nothing really new about
fashion. Although I'm a designer, I'm still

content to walk around with bare feet and
an old pair of jeans or sit on the floor in a

about "What was once old is new again” is

{ BD: Somewhat.
CLIK: Do you have formal training as a
designer, or is it something that you just !

.. FAMHON

i very true. | see the kids now rockin’ the
i B0s look when most of them were just
BD: If you really mean “ever,” | was proba-
bly about 11 years old and living in §
The Chinese collar |
shirts were really popular at the time and
so | asked my mom to buy me some; she !
said, “Hell no!" {laughs) So | cut all the col- :
i BD: $30.00 for a t-shirt, depending on the

born in the 80s. | don't think I've ever had
the mindset that ‘more is more.’

CLIK: That's really good. So what are your
price points?

intricacy of the design and goes up to
$300.00 for some of the other pieces like
outerwear.

CLIK: Do you feel that the gay community
has embraced your designs?

Working with publica-
tions like CLIK Magazine has put me in
direct contact with the GLBT community

i and | think that because my designs tend
! to be unigue while at the same time slight-
ly explicit, a lot of guys who happen to be
It was samething that | i
always dabbled in, even as a kid. My fami- |

gay are able to identify with the phrases
and therefore aren’t afraid to wear the

! clothes. So overall, | would say yes.
pected pieces together to come up with |
their own individual looks. Before | was

CLIK: Have you had a lot of celebrity

i requests for your pieces?
mother's clothing and reconstruct them i
to fit her. My grandmother taught me how
i Erykah Badu, Lil' Flip, Gordon Chambers
and needed to take care of myself | need-
ed to know this, so | guess it stemmed

BD: As a matter of fact, I've done stuff for

and the Fat Joe “Lean Back" music video.
Some of my regular clients include a slew
of actors, authors, and producers.

CLIK: Wha are some of your designer
inspirations?

BD: If | can help it | try not to expose
myself to other designers’ work. I'm most

: inspired by my upbringing, my sense of
i humor, my friends, family, and the things
i I've seen and done in this lifetime.

so my hustle has to be strong in order to

i CLIK: Nathing like taking inspiration from
motivated when youre doing something
i chase the BSIXTEES collection?

oneself. So tell us, where can we pur-

BD: Right now you can purchase items
directly from the website at www.bsix-
teeB.com. | can also customize pieces or

i do variations of product you'll see on the

site.

CLIK: What can we expect to see from

¢ you in the near future?
suit. My value is not based on an expen-
sive piece of clothing or trying to impress |
others with material things. The old adage

BD: With me you never know, but if you
don’t keep an eye on me, you might miss

{ something exciting.
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This year | had the opportunity to attend :
Miami Sizzle's Sixth Annual event in sunny
Miami, Florida, and to call it pandemonium
would be a true understatement. Sizzle CEO |
Dwight Powell and his team (Luis Medrano,
McClary)
launched ane of the highest-octane and activ-
ity-packed holiday weekends I've ever been a

Lorenzo Turner, and Caordell

part of,

brochure.

Droves of same gender loving men and a few
women came from all across the world to
take part in an event that is catered to us and, :
more importantly, by us. From The Sizzle
Booze Cruise, The True Queens Of Comedy, |
The Haulover Beach Patrol, Carnival, and i
The Sizzle organiza-
tion flawlessly executed the daunting task of |

everything in between.

providing interesting yet sexy events.

Viiami Staff

y Boles

L

Review By LT Dinwiddie

But don't think the Memorial Day weekend :
was just about parties and clubbing because
it wasn't. When | needed to get away and :
relax | strolled on over to Sizzle Vilage and |
lost myself in the movie lounge, caught up on
some e-mails in the Cyber Café, and just laid i
back in the hospitality lounge. There was a |
fascinating open-forum discussion on online
i hookups and sex moderated by Derrick L. |
! Briggs.
Miami was the perfect backdrop for this sexy,
ultraclassy affair where | received eye candy |
that will have me running to the dentist for a
fill in. In a twist this year, the 4-Star Hyatt |
Regency Miami happily welcomed the 'gay dol- |
lar' acting as the host hotel instead of as a
satellite hotel as in previous years. The city i
welcomed the black gay community with open
arms as the mayor of the booming metropo-
lis, Carlos Alvarez, delivered & personal wel i
come letter that was included in the events ;
VIP access cards that secure your admission
i to every Sizzle-sponsored event. There's no i
waiting in line, no worrying about getting into
a party, no nonsense. | had one and | got the
chance to see everything while some of my !
friends weren't so lucky. If you're a true baller
i are bound to approach you with things other
i than "getting to know you" on their mind.
Rent your own vehicle and book your own !
hotel room! Let's face it. Friends are great :
i and you want to experience a great time while

next year's first summer holiday weekend.

let me suggest the VIP Black Card!
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in their company, but when it comes to
hookups and late night adventures, it's best
that you have your own accommodations so
that you don't have to answer to anyone or
wait for anybody when you're out and about.

Leave the attitude at home! Listen, everybody
kﬂDWE that we gays can be some shady bitch-
es, however, when you're coming to a gay

| event you need to be as open to meeting as
many people as possible. In the long run
Since this was my inception to the ultra-ele-
gant, five-day excursion, I'll have to admit that
there were a few things | did right and a few i
things | did wrong. As a result, | thought that |
| would compile a list of dos and don'ts that
will guarantee you the best experience possi- |
ble while you make Miami your destination for |
i even the ones to fit us blessed downstairs
i bruthas). | didn't even get a chance to crack
Purchase a VIP card! Sizzle offers different
! pwithime.

you're only hurting yourself by walking around
acting like your shit don't stink.

Bafe sex is very important, but | think it's point-
less to waste your money on condoms upon
arriving. Every place | went over the weekend
seemed to be offering free condoms (yes

open the fresh box of Magnum XLs | brought

LEAVE YOUR BOYFRIENDS AT HOME!! | can'
stress this suggestion enough. This event, as
classy as it is, isn't for couples. There are so
many scantily-clad men walking around that

Dan't play yourself by bringing your significant
other or there are bound to be issues! | per
sonally witnessed three couples break up




SeeN @ JizzLE 2007

Pictorial Review

Miss Sommora showed her ass!!! Truly a highlight of the

while in attendance. I'm not advocating cheating, but | am sure that you're better off declin-
ing an advance on your own rather than in the company of your mate.

[ get an attitude with event employees, hotel staff, or security. It's a crazy-ass weekend,

‘and everybody is working diligently to accommodate everybody. Try to take into consideration
the daunting tasks that event staff is attempting to accomplish to make your stay as enjoy-
able as possible.

'ﬁt!_f'grour‘ bartenders! That doesn't need further explanation.

Bring enough money to cover your own expenses. This is another rule that | can't stress
enough. With it being a holiday weekend, things are going to cost a little more than usual.
IMake sure your budget can accommodate you so that you don’t have to impose upon anyone
' finances to support your fun.

Don't leave your drink unattended for any reason! If you put your drink down and walk away
feom it for any reasaon, consider it a wash and just purchase another one.

-Have fun, be responsible, and make it a weekend to remember!
) P = Hot guys at one of Sizzle's largest and hottest parties Carnival
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el @ dizzle 2007

Pictorial Review

M

f'l:.

A

Proneer

Nw York's DJ MK on the 1s and 25 ,g —

lvan Daniels and friend

Tons and tons of hot boys hittin’ the dance floor

Truly the #1 club in the world. .. now Sizzle guests know why!
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el @ dizzLE 2007

Pictorial Review

Sexy guys srippin' dc'n for the Tat-Tat—Ta{ied—up Contest

p—

Busta Love hyping it up
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Seell @ dizzLe 2007
Pictorial Review
- :

4 % Fat,, v
The perfect place to hang with friends and make new ones

Posing with CLIK cover model. . . model is City Gym Boy's Lamar
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dcel @ dizzle 2007

Pictorial Review

e

W ..
u missed Sizzle, you missed a hell of a great time. .
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MANHUN'I;nei"
HOOK UP

OVER 30,000
MEN ONLINE
RIGHT NOW



