EXCLUSIVE:

A MOTHER'S PAIN

MoTHER OF SLAIN BASHAWN BRAWELL SITS AND
CHats WitH CLIK Two YEARS LATER

THE FASHION ISSUE

TXPLORE THE LIGHTER SIDE OF FASHION

ALSO INSIDE:
I FINANCE /7 Earn Top Dollar In Your Raise In 2007
[ ’ , COOKING // In The Kitchen With Chef Cary Snow
‘ . i o MUSIC /// Celebrating the Music of Earth, Wind, & Fire
Ba 54 e & TRAVEL // Hot Spots of Los Angeles




Rediscover Black Gay America’s Most Prominent Magazine - For The Hip & Trendy Black Gay Man

MABGH S s e Darrel wears white tshirt by Faith
Connection, black t-shirt by NINE

2007 LIVES, jeans by ANTIK DENIM,
scarf by JOHN VARVATOS, hat

by H&M, sneakers by MARC

JACOBS FOR VANS

ighter Side
ASIIIM

FEATURES

l' m ﬂlilmlil K.eep in the know on what happin’
18 l'lhal'l Gookin® see What CLIK Cookin for March
42 CLIK Destinations The City ofAngeIs

“ Essentials Find the Perfect Scent 2 Finish Your

Grooming Routine

“ 'ﬂlll ﬂ ﬂll'l People and S

e News

INTRODUCING:

L R CLIC )1 RSN

B0 o Thirty On the Cover:

ity @ Jason, Darrel & Omar

B2 Al Skate : - Fittho By:
60 A Thin Line Between Love 8 Hate on HIV/AIDS _ ot

s e \ Creative / Layout

81 Positive & Raw j Sex\Withoue Co Nitaass Ticans

83 The List Top (0 Gayest f




O e

.IJI OR

If only T was able to find the word to express how excited |
am abour this issue of Clik Magazine. After youve had an
opportunity to thumb through our pages, you'll agree, thac
this is our best to date.

From our humble beginning in 1998, Clik[que] has evolved
from a free dubish “magazine” to this slick, glossy bonafide
magazine. Each month, we offer refreshing articles on rela-
tionships and dating, celebrity interviews, national news,
wravel, fashion, sports, grooming & health, fimess, music,
mavies, books and so much more.

Like fine wine, we just keep getting better with time. While,
I would be the first to acknowledge that we're not perfect....
yer that is, we've come a long way over the past year as we
strive to offer our community; the best magazine possible.

On a different note, over the next few months, we will be
conducting another major subscription drive to tum even
more readers on o us... Amercis #1 magazine for and
about SGL men of color. See page 67 and find-out how you
can get involved, win fabulous gifts, and a change to hang-
out in Miami for five days on us.

Finally, please keep those letters coming and let us know
hﬂwwe‘mdni.ng_(}cwdor bad, w:‘d].chmhn:a.rhﬂmyDLL

Cheers

Duwight, Poweel

Editor-In-Chief
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whining to my mentor few ye

F I ERnu:me} from my boss, my me

tell you and he started with..

“My Co-Workers Laughed when I told them I w:
when I drove by in my brand new Mercedes CLS

ing to ask the

Immediately, I listened to exactly what he did. He 5

I applied the tools and strategies and started to make mo
position that I ever applied for. Now I will reveal to you the insid
penny you deserve into your hands.

ARTICLE BY: JiRARD vON Was

GUARANTEE |
TOP DOLLAR IN YOUR
RAISE THIS YEAR

Every day you go into work and you feel that you could use
more money. You look at your costly expenses and you are
reminded of the money that you don’t have. You rob Peter to
pay Paul because you can’t make ends meet. How can you
make ends meet if you don’t have enough money?

You spend time hours making sure that things are done at
work. You work over 50 hours a week. You work damn
hard. You realize that you deserve more. More than what
you're worth...

Do you think you should be compensated for it? ... I say,
emphatically yes!

Look no further. My mission is to give you the exact tools
and tips that were given to me to make you more money and
get you to get paid for what you are worth. You will become
more confident.

1 believe its nice to get the standard annual 2% raise from
your employer that every employer hand

ones that don't do much all year. Here is where vou will
learn how to position yourself for the highest bracket avail-
able to you...

LEARN HOW TO READ YOUR BOSS

One of the first things to consider is that you have to be able
to communicate the thought of your raise to your employer
BEFORE you consider asking for it. It's much more than
just asking for the raise. You have to be savvy enough to
transfer that thought of money to your employer in such a
way that they can agree that you deserve a good rais

Get into the mind of your boss. Your strategy is to think how
they would think. Consider what they value. See the prob-

lem is that your boss is rewarded for controlling
costs and not in the business of approving better
than average wages. Therefo ¥

make them see how priceless |

Plant the ideas in the mind of
over time. Don't be “pushy” bec
lose the battle in the long run.

employer
you will

If you forget anything, always remember you
are the PRODUCT. So think like one, and you
will be steps ahead of your employer. Your
boss is thinking “The goal is to award the best
PRODUCT that will bring value to me and my
company.

KNOW YOUR EMPLOYERS
POLICY AND PROCEDURE

arm yourself with your company’s
compensation  policy and  procedure,
Understand your battle ground. Find outevery-
thing that you can about it. Find out what and
when is the maximum raise given? How does
the company evaluate your performance? How
do you advance in your position? What do you
have to do to qualify to get to the next level?

Thirdly, know your industry. You need to know
where you stand in your industry to determi
the more you know the better equip you wi

to make this happen. Visit JOBSTAR.com to
determine what you should be getting paid
according to your state and city. Are you under
paid or are you paid at your standard?

www. clikmagazine com
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PICTURED:
Lerenzo Turner, Dwight Powell, Cordell McClary, Luis Medrana

[REGISTER BY FEBR

INITIATIVE
Saturday, March1
7:30 AM - 5:0(

INITIATIVE CO
Sunday, March 1
7:30 AM - 5:01

= = Atlanta,
. / . = £ (4{)4)5
For Registration/Information Contact: Linda Felix: LindaFelix511@hotmail.com or Charle
CSHACK1964@yahoo.com
This event is sponsored by the Metropolitan Atlanta HIV Services Planning Council
Models appearing are volunteers. Their identity or HIV status cannot be assumed by their participation,
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Treat him to a great hearty thats delicious and
simple. He'll find some way to thank you!

s GRILLED 24HR
3 - 120z bottles Guinness Stout MARINATED

160z Water

Zest of 1 lime FJ C

Zest of Tlemon DRK HDPS
Zest of 10range

1 tbsp Fennel seed

2 thsp Black Peppercorns

1 cup Granulated sugar
1/2 cup Kosher Salt

Mix all ingredients in heavy bottom sauce pan. Bring to a boil to dissolve salt
and sugar. Turn off heat and let steep for 20 minutes. Cool down marinade
and pour over pork chops. Let chops soak for at least 24 hours. Remove
chops from marinade, and pat dry. Grill chops, and brush with marinade tll
done. Brine can hold up to 10 medium size chops.

Low CouNTRY INSPIRED
CRraB CAKES

Crab Cakes Mix

2 ibs Crab Meat

1/2 cup Diced mix peppers
1,/2 cup Diced Red Onions
11,/2 cup Mayo

1 Tbsp Worceshire Sauce
2 Whale Eggs

1 tsp Salt

1 tsp Pepper

Juice of 1 Lemon

1/4 cup Old Bay Seasoning
2 cups Plain Bread Crumbs

Gently fold together the first 3 ingredents. In separate bowl, mix together
the next 7 ingredients. Fold together the mayo mixture into the crab mix-
ture. Add bread crumbs in 1,/2 cup at a time till all is folded together. Be
careful not to break up crab meat to much.

Crab Cakes

2 Tbsp Vegetable Oil
1 Tbsp Butter
[4 cakes &t a time]

Melt butter and il in sauté pan over med high heat. Form cakes into 2-3
oz balls [just about half the size of a tennis ball). Gently press the cakes
down into the pan. Sauté cakes about 2-3 minutes per side.

VOL B/ ISSUES » aiK — 16 - mr;climagazine.cum

Snow at the age of 33, holds a BS. Degree in Hotel and Restaurant

Management, a Masters Degree in Vocational Education from
Virginia State University. He also received his Culinary Degree from
Johnson and Wales University. Chef Snow has been an executive chef for
hotel chains such as Hyatt and Hilton, He has help to start and establish
several independent restaurants during his
career. Chef Snow calls his style of cooking
“New American Cuisine” & melting pot of
cultures and flavors. An active member in
organizations such as National Society of
Minarities in Hospitality, the National
Restaurant Association, and The American
Culinary Foundation, Chef Snow now is a
college instructor teaching up and coming
African-Americans hospitality professionals
his passion for his craft. Imparting his phi-
losaphy, “Love the food, care about the peo-
ple you serve, and everything else will wark Lo g
itself out’ [ v

Bnrn and raised in Washington DC / Northern Virginia, Chef Cary




Through my years the black gay male voice has been
missing in the culinary field. Like most children | dreamed of
being a pilot or doctor. As time passed | was motivated and
inspired by my famnily and friends to pursue a career in culinary
arts. | attended college and got my degree in Hospitality
Management, then a degree in Vocational Education, and finally
a degree in Culinary Arts. | had aspirations in owning and oper-
ating my own restaurant while also looking to give back and
teach culinary arts at a predominantly black college, a place
where culinary education was sorely lacking. My father and
mother always taught me that | had to be strong, and be a model
citizen. People are going to stereotype you because you are
black, and make it hard for you to succeed. What they did not
prepare me for was being black and gay.

The culinary world is a testosterone driven business. Like in the
world of actors and actresses, a chef could be in one day and out
the next. Restaurants rise and fall, food fads come and go, and
if you are not always pushing yourself, changing and adapting to
the trends, you will be left in the wake of change. Kitchens are
run like military boot cemps. The chef is the commander, lead-
ing and inspiring his “troops”. Within these ranks there are peo-
ple wha want to be you, and even want your actual job. They look
for the chink in the armor, to expose your flaw so they may step
in and prove themselves.

| have worked in several mid and high end hotels and restau-
rants, | have experienced first hand the prejudice that comes
from being black in this business. | have witnessed the prejudice
of being gay in this business as well. Being black and gay is a dou-
ble edge, sword, you first face the stereotypes of what has befall-
en the black male. Ideas ranging from being lazy to being uned-
ucated, only qualified to work grunt work positions like the grill,
garde manger (salads, desserts) or a breakfast cook. Not
defined or polished enough to work the more skilled positions.
Not able to lead and will always be a follower or second best.
Being "DL" for many years, | watched and heard people discred-
it fellow employees and chefs that were openly gay, worried
about that those being gay "defined” the kitchen. Men arguing
and worried about working in close quarters of the kitchen, work-
ing on the hot line with a gay chef. "He is gay, probably has AIDS
and does naot need to be around food" became common place
phrases heard echoing through the kitchen. How could an up
and coming chef ever feel comfortable to accept who they are
with this chaos?

Through my 14 years | have never met in person, an African -
American executive chef, gay or straight. | fought for identity; |
looked for inspiration that could help me bring my two halves to
a whole. Being gay does not define who | was or am, and | knew
that, but to have at least a black male who was in a high level
position would been monumental. The culinary industry can be
brutal but it can also be very forgiving. Itis a close knit family of
people who understand the passion it takes to achieve the goal,
You do not hear many success stories, chronicling the rise and
success of African-American chefs. My stary is one of determi-
nation and hope. The determination to not let a preference
deter me from my goals, and the hope that | can contribute to
the success of a inspiring chefs who struggle with there own self
in similar capacity in which | did. If you are true to the craft, and
honest to yourself, the fight can be won and within that your aspi-
rations can be achieved.
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ClUK HONORS//

Now Available On DVD March 2007!

Y4
Specia

Order Here Or Online @ www.clikhonors.com

Get the CLIK Honors/ Elite 25 DVD for only $29.95 plus $5 for
o shipping and handling. Allow 10-14 days for dvd to arrive.
| Payment must be sent with this form. Orders are not
processed with out payment.

Name

i Address

City

Zip

Email_

Telephone (Optional)

Please malil with $29.95 to Clik Magazine
1170 Peachtree Street NE Suite 1200, Atlanta GA 30309
Pay online @ www.clikhonors.com
or call 404-885-6067
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he coming out stories of four Black men
E Words by Anaré V. Holmes

zed by fear of rejection and abandonment from the families they
love, many men choose not to reveal their sexual orientation to parents,
lings and other close relatives.

eld where many view homosexuality as both an unnatural choice and
igious sin, many young and adult same-gender-loving men are left to dis-
the nuances of their sexuality isolated and alone, according to
: chers and social scientists familiar wich the impacr scxual orientarion has
“on family relationships.

“While coming our to family may be one of the most challenging experiences
a man will endure, doing so can also be one of the most liberating acts of dis-
played courage.

We rarely read or publicly hear from Black men about their coming out sto-
ries or from the families who continue to support and stand by their children.

In this issue of Clik, we talk to four men about their coming out process and
the unconditional love they found through the revelation.

All hell breaks loose

Jeanette Johnson Ullah of Atlanta remembers when she first started hearing other
family members chatter about how unusual her effeminate nephew, Andre
Livingston, behaved.

“‘Andre was just a litde hoy and his uncle
would say, ‘I'm telling you, that child is
gonng be gay when he grows up,” says
Johnson Ullah who made the decision o

what life has in store for them.”
During Andre’s teenage years, Johnson
said all along,.

“I walked in on him having sex with his
after that I found out he and a former per

was devastated. It really shook me up.”

AILY Atlanta’s Evolution Projecr, said he
will never forget just how traumatized his

Andre Livingston will never forget  aunt was the day she c:.ug]‘lt him with the :

how traumatized his aunt was the  male family friend.

day she found out he was gay

“When she opened the door to my room all
hell broke loose. She started screaming and
told the man to get out of her house,” says
Andre while making clear the incident was

Fhato courtesy of A. Livingston

not a case of an older adult taking advanrage of a young teenager. He willingly had |

sex with his aunt’s friend.

“After he left, she just cried for several hours and kept asking me why. I never want- | |
ed her to find out that way, but I didnt know how to tell her abour my sexuality :

.. I don think I was ever going to tell her,” he says.

Thar day marked the first time Andre and his aunt actually sat down to discuss his §

sexual orientation.

“It was a bitter pill to swallow, but I love my child and his sexuality was not going
to make me stop loving him,” says Johnson Ullah. “We acrually became closer after :

I found our he was gay.”

Since Andre was only a teenager, there were moments when Johnson Ullah thought
her nephew’s sexuality may just be a phase he was going through. However, she says i

she’s made peace with the fact that he will always be gay.

VIOL 8 /ISSUE 3 = QLK

raise Andre after the death of both his par- |
ents. “But [ didn't believe it. When young '
boys are small like that you never know i

Ullah would encounter two experiences |
that would indeed confirm what others had :

male classmate and then a couple years :

sonal family friend had sex,” she says. “I :

Andre, now a 19 year-old youth leader of i

bisi Al

“The role a family plays in helping men come to
terms with their sexuality is crucial...it makes.a
significant impact on the quality of life a man will
have and also the quality of relationships he will

have with other people.”
Dr. Brian Haltiwanger

When Andre was among one of the featured youth speakers at a recent Human
¢ Rights Campaign dinner, Johnson Ullah “busted her butt” to ger there.

i “I'm proud of him and what he’s doing with his life,” says Johnson Ullah of Andre
i who looks forward to attending college this fall.

i It's that kind of family support that can rruly make the difference berween person-
i al success and personal tragedy within the lives of many same-gender-loving men,
i according to psychologists and researchers well versed in LGBT issues.

“The role a family plays in helping men come ro terms with their sexuality is cru-
; cial,” says Dr. Brian Haltiwanger, a
licensed Psyci‘lu!ogisr and director «of
Mental Health for Chase Brexron Health
Services in Baltimore, “The family’s sup-
port or rejection of sexual orientation has
a significant impact on the quality of lifea
man will have and also the quality of rela-
tionships he will have with other people.”

Proper support may help boost a young
mans  self-esteem and  confidence,
strengthen family ties and lays the founda-
tion for healthy interpersonal and roman-
tic relationships. Lack of support can eat
away at self-esteem, dissolve family rela-
tionships and increase the chances of 2
young man’s willingness to participare in
the kind of self-destructive behavior thar
leads to alcoholism, drug addiction and
s small children, Patrick Kelly (1) and suicide.
8 Twvin si
secial bond that would only grow

ar Patricia developed a

Escoping destruction
It was drugs that helped 54 year-old
Patrick Kelly cope with feelings he did not
quite understand as a young man coming
of age in New York City during the lae
1950s and early 1960s—a time when
homasexuality was still considered a men-

i stronger as adults after Kelly
i the truth about h
love him any les

Photo courtesy P. Kelly Farmily Collection
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tal disorder by the American Psychiatric Association.
The APA would later remove that diagnoses in 1973
when Kelly was already a young adult.

be as easy as it was to tell them, 1 would have come out
a long time ago and I probably never would have got-
ten off into drugs.” says Kelly who became the first per-

i son in his family to atiend college and currently serves

The second oldest of 10 children, on the ourside Kelly !
possessed the kind of masculinity our culture places ar
a premium. He was athletic, well-built, and assertive, :
tiking on a
leadership role :
a5 man of the i
house in a sin- }
gle-parent fam-
ily home reared

by his mother.

Kelly said he

knew he was

“A lot of fears run through your mind, you
hear about people bashing gay people and
killing them... you wonder are your children
really going to burn in hell for being gay?”

as the director of community relations for National
AIDS Education & Services for Minorities, Inc. “My
sexuality is just one piece of who I am and my interac-
tion  with my
family has very
lide to do with
my sexual orien-
tation, bur more
to do with my
¢ role in the family
as a son, a broth-
er and good
provider. That is

Gladys Stewart

ﬂtlTaCtEd 11 Pl sttt
guys, but didn't

feel he could tell anybody or talk about those feeling
with family because everything he'd heard about men
who were gay was negative.

‘I was lonely and scared, so I turned to drugs to deal
with my pain,” he says.

Tired of going through the pernicious cycle of addic-
tion, at age 28, Kelly realized if he was going to kick his
habit, he'd have to make peace with his sexuality and
thar meant telling his family the truth abour his sexual
orientation.

“But before T could tell my family, I had to deal with §
the homophobia that lived inside of me and once I
worked through that I could then go to my family,”
says Kelly.

how my family
views me.”

Love takes time

Experts agree the process of coming out ranges and sit-
uations are different depending on family circum-
stances and individual needs.

“Every person has their own timetable for determining
when and if it's right to tell their family abour sexual
orientation,” says Dr. Brian Carpenter, assistant profes-
sor of psychology at Washingron University in St
Louis. “People need to balance the risks of telling their
family with the burden of keeping a secret from them.”
On the other hand, Dr. Carpenter argues that keeping
secrets takes a lot of mental energy and it can funda-
mentally change a relationship when people cannor be

i honest with each other.

i “Coming out is a very personal process that works out

He ended up breaking the news to his mother and twin
sister over dinner at his home with his partner who is
now deceased. He wanted the discussion to take place
at his home just in case any major drama went down.
In the event the air became too heated, he reasoned he
coould maintain a level of dignity by asking his relatives
to leave his home versus them telling him to leave

theirs.

‘I was surprised when 1 found out,” says Partricia
Raincy, Kelly's cwin. “Bur, it didn’t change the love 1
had for him. He was happy and doing well for himselt :

and that's all that marttered to me.”

While his mother and twin may have received the news
fairly well, it was a blow to some of the other siblings.
It wouldn't take long for them to come around, though.
“Looking back, if T would have known it was going to

CETPrrPTTr

i It was only after he settled into one of his first long-

i best when a person initiates it themselves and especial-

ly when a person is ready to deal with any reactions [he
or she] might get,” says Dr. Carpenter.

After carefully examining his own life, 30 year-old
Adlanta resident Craig Stewart reached a point where
he was finally ready to tell the truth to his mother.
Inspired by some of the events that occurred during his
coming out process, Stewart wrote the play A Day in
the Life, a story of love, life, religion and HIV as told
through the perspective of same-gender-loving Black
men. (www.adayinthelifeplay.com)

Although his mother had asked him if he was gay back

in high school, Stewarr says he brushed her off because

he was unsure if his attraction to other guys was a
i choice or if he was truly born that way.

nspired by events that occurred

during his coming out process,

Craig Stewart wrote the play
A Day in the Life— a story of love, life,
religion and HIV as told through the
perspective of six same-gender-loving
Black men.

Photo by Jerry Boles
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term relationships with another guy that he felt com-
fortable c:nnugh to open up.

“Love cventually compelled me to tell her” says

out,”

the news well when her son told her thar not only was
he gay, but that he also wanted her to meet his parmer.
‘It was one thing to have suspicions, but then to have
those suspicions confirmed that was a whole other
thing,” says Gladys. “I thought. ..how is the rest of the
family going to react? Was there something wrong I did
in his upbringing to make him this way?”

Gladys didn’t speak to her son for about two weeks,
which was rare considering the two talked sometimes
wwo and three times daily. To cope with the news, she
sought advice from her mother.

people bashing” gay people and killing them,” says

importancly you worry abour their soul and you won- }

der are your children really going to burn in hell for
being gay?”

And while Gladys is informed enough to know that
anybody can contrace HIV/AIDS, she says shed be
lying if she didn’t admir that the fear of her child con-
tracting the disease was a major concern she worried about.
Talks with her mother comforted Gladys as she was
reminded howeven if she did not fully understand how
her son became gay nothing would change the fact he
was blood.

“] realized my love for him was stronger than wharever
fears I may have had,” says Gladys as she
started making che transition from disap-
proval to acceptance.

She would eventually go on to meet her
son's lover and started educating herself
abour the LGBT experience through rele-
vision programs and articles found in
magazines and newspapers.

“There is so much misinformation out
there, bur we as African-Americans need
w support our children,” she says. “God
created us all and that fire and brimstone
hate that comes from a lot of people in
the church is wrong. If you have good
character and if you are treating people
right, that’s all that should martrer.”

Craig Stewart says telling his mother was a weight
lifted from his shoulders and that today he and his
mother share the kind of strong, open and close rela-
tionship many of his gay friends admire and wish
they had with their parents.

Yet, surprisingly enough, when this article was written,
Stewart had yer to tell his father abour his sexualiry.

‘T have not rold him because 1 feel he will be disap-
pointed,” says Stewart. “It’s kind of a different thing to
tell your father, but I'm working on it and should be
telling him real soon.”

Craig’s decision to tell one parent and not the other is

take some time for everyone to readjust to their new
ways of thinking about things,” says Dr. Carpenter.

i Peaching common ground

Stewart. “She took it kind of hard when she firstfound § Anye Ellis has reached an understanding with his

i grandfacher, the man who helped raise the 19 year-old.
i “After he found out that T was not going to nor could
Gladys Stewart of Baltimore admits she did not take }

I change who I am, we reached a point of murual

respect,” says Ellis, a participant in A Deeper Love, an
i Atlanta-based project that focuses on reducing the HIV

i and STD levels in the city’s American-American MSM

(men who sleep with men) population.

“We simply do not discuss my sexuality,” he says. “And,
I'm fine with that.”

Ellis says his grandfather found out he was gay during
a turbulent time in his teens while he was living with

his mother in Pennsylvania.

Unable to cope with life in his mother’s care after she
“A lot of fears run through your mind, you hear about

found out he was gay, Ellis reached out ro his

grandfather who was living in Florida at the time.
Gladys. "You worry abourt your children’s safery, more ;

“In addition to other issues, which I'd rather not get

i into, my mother really tripped about my sexuality and

A P

wrrrrinarasnese

not unusual, according to the psychologists inter- :
viewed for this story. Its all a part of the coming out §

process.

“Family relationships can be maintained, but it may

since I had lived my grandfather as a young child
before, I called him up one day and told him I wanted
to come live with him.”

His grandfather agreed and off to Florida Ellis went.

A fairly independent and self-assured reen, Ellis says he
didn't seek others to validate his sexualicy. It is what it
is. So when his grandfather tried to use religion and the
Bible as a way to “correct” him, he was not having any
part of it.

“I know my grandfather meant well, but I just wasn't

A fairly independent and seffassured young man, Amye
Ellis does not look for athers to validate who he is asa
gay men.

Photo courtesy of A, Ellis
going for that,” he says. “I like who and what I am.”

Ellis” grandfather would only speak to us on the condi-
ton of anonymity, but says he was not wying to con-
vert his grandchild, but only provide useful informa-
tion that he hoped Ellis would take into consideration.
“Sure | would have liked if he was [straight]....but
that's not the way it is,” says Ellis’ grandfather. “1 can’t
live his life for him, but I'm not gonna' turn my back
on him, He's family.”
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Michael Sandy, 29, met what he assumed to be one man on Adom 4 Adom, o populer gay on-line dating site, for o prospective
In l-he fﬂ” O.F 2006 love or lust connection (which seems unclear) in o remote Sheepshead Bay parking lot. The three young men, John Fox, 19, llya
Shrov, 20, and Gary Timmins, 16, he actually met brutally beat him and would ultimately lead fo his untimely demise when he tried to escape his attackers by running info
a busy highway and was struck by a vehicle. His death is not unique, though wender if he knew the full risks he was foking when he—a man filled with hope over the pos-
sibilities of this new man—went fo meet his ottackers. I'm sure thet the 29 year old Brooklyn, New Yorker had heard nothing about North Carolina’ Curt Blackman, one of
the five men who'd met dates on Gay.com and horrifically met their maker soon thereafter. Or the 14 year old boy, Michael Williams Jr., from the Southside of Chicago whose
body was found sexually assaulted and strangled dead in o park after meeting a stranger on o telephone chat line. Its extremely unlikely Sandy had heard of the German
infernet killer who advertised his infent to slaughter his 18 to 30 yeor old victims before eating his final victim from the gay websites from the Infemet. Michael Sandy
wouldnt have heard of them because these scantly covered murders barely receive the media aftention of o missing white girl or a celebrity’s childbirth. Though whispered
about as half-truths throughout gay culture, none of these are urban legends or a series of Law and Order episodes; but a trend, a sad and increasingly common one.

MIDNIGHT

“We are seeing an increasing number of pick-up
crimes and murders in which the murderer finds his
victim in online chat rooms or through phone chat
lines,”

2003 press release. “Bars, nightclubs and other meer-
ing spots have always been prime hunting areas for

cluded Parron.

and seems to have a new thirst for the blood and lives

gay men at the “Gay House”,
dence on 79t
ditonal gay bashing hate crimes have only been com-
plemented by a more insidious rash of gay basher relar-
ed crimes initiated through the interner.

This newer strain or method of initiating a gay bash-

ing is causing some in the gay community to question }
whether crimes like Michael Sandy's murder qualifies :
as a hate crime or as a coordinated mugging gone
i many ways we aid and abet our arrackers.
ditional gay hate crimes often include larceny as part

wrong. Those making these arguments ignore that tra-

of the act, as the assailants are often poor, and thar vic-

: tims like Michael Sandy are targeted by criminals on
i gay websites because they are gay and therefore consid-
ered easier, weaker, affluent and more accessible prey
said Clarence Patton, AVP's Dirccror of §
Community Organizing and Public Advocacy in a !

By L. Michael Gipson

by their perpetrators. Sadly, the collusion of external
societal and internal gay cultural influences ensures

i that the perpetrators are two often right when it comes
i to the ease of gay male accessibiliry.
those wanting to victimize our community. However, :

as many have moved to meeting over the phone lines | In these technocratic times the Tongues Untied images

or in chat rooms, so have those who prey on us,” con- 3 :
i executed through fiberoptic phone and broadband

i cable lines. Exploiting the longing, loneliness and iso-

In these carly years of the new millennium, echoes of : Jation of some gay men and the testosterone-driven,

painful gay bashing scenes from Marlon Riggs classic thrill-secking behaviors of others, the criminally-
film, Tongues Untied, continue to unfold in the lives of { minded are very aware of where the casiest and most
Black gay men. Fragmented pictures of black men | giscrete (read: least likely to report) victims are ape to
throwing fists, kicking boots, slinging spit and trying ! reside. Criminals become familiar with the vast gay

to steal lives, if not always the joys of our soul. Classic i and straight internet dating scenes through prisoner

old school gay b”hlmgs in gay areas, gay strolls and in daring websites like RuffnecksBehind Bars.com, a sub-

front of gay bars appear to be happening more fre- | it of EbonyMale.com, and through the oral educa-

quently. Basher victims span from the average gay New
Yorker, like Dwan Prince to the infamous, such as !

i bers and extortionists looking for innovative, new

entertainer Kevin Aviance. Though New York bash- :

oavenues to C(_'Imﬂ'li[' rhc':r cn'm(:s. TL'('{E[C(.' rl'lt' ]il(l.’]i]'lf!l"rd

ings make the headlines, bashers’ know no geography  of gerting caughr and making the fast bucks. The pub-

i lic knowledge of online DL or down-low brothers adds

of the young like the shooting death of 19 year old | 4nother level of discretion in these crimes, one that

Donathan “Jayla” Rogers on a street in Cleveland, might not be present with an “out” gay man prepared
Ohio; 26 year old J.R. Warren in a faral beating and
vehicular homicide in West Virginia; or the near fatal
shootings at a house party of primarily young, black i their victimization for fear of being “outed” and for
a neighborhood resi- i fear thar any legal recourse would be part of a public
and Woodlawn in Chicago. These tra-
i access the victim. Some find themselves silently suffer-
i ing from blackmail by their perpetrators, even after
i suffering ar their perps’ hands. Whether DL or our,

i many gay men share a culture thar strongly desires and

are in digital and the methods for securing gay prey are

tion they receive from fellow incarcerated rapists, rob-

to demand justice and legal recourse. Authentically
DL victims of crime may maintain their silence after

record thar would stare how the assailant was able o

values a “su8 acting, masculine, hip-hop

man/thugged-out/not-clockable” black brother” and
our criminal brothers know and exploit it. In too

The exalted, romanticized thug boy image some of us

E chasc, thﬂ[ l'L'al man \'\’hl) ['I()b()‘.{}’ ICHIJV\’.‘G a{mut l)Lli us,
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that new curious brutha we can turn our, thar muscu-
lar married man on the low are all stock scenarios and
pedestrian desires familiar to our internet bashers. In
heavy, seductive tones they coo after several hours
[sometimes less) of persuasive IM and/or phone con-
versations for their instant “bestest friends” to come
out to play grown folks games in dark places.
Sometimes they offer pornographic promises of CoCo
Dorm dreams; others maliciously sell something more
sacred, the hopeful possibility of love and affection. As
men our egos, desires, itrational sense of invincibility
and sometimes the shame/thrill of secret indulgence
often cdlouds our judgment. Consequently, we fail w0
call loved ones to inform them of our whereabours; we
dont e-mail our Judys the license plate numbers, screen
names or email addresses of our prospective dates; we
dont even save the IM correspondence for the police to
have some trail to follow in the event of foul play.
Despite the fact that victims like Michael Sandy mert
their basher in a public space, we think a fifteen minute
wisual, verbal and masculinicy test in a pub or coffee
shop will protect us when we move too quickly from
the public sphere to insecure private spaces. We tell
ourselves that meeting men on-lie is equal to meeting a
man in a bar or club, with the same level of danger. We
are both right and wrong in our assumprions.

Iwas 16 years old the summer that gay serial murder
and cannibalist Jeffery Dahlmer killed my friend. His
nzme was Donald. Donald was part of a group of proj-
ect queens that [ hung out with in front of the Metro
sution in Chicago in the blazing summers of 1991 and
92, An average looking black boy, Donald wasn't quick
witted nor did he possess the awe-inspiring dancer flex-
ihility that we coveted as poor, superficial street urchins
with limited visions of value and fabulousness. Donald
wasn't what we thought of as hip during those days and
was L‘Onscqucnt}}/ ]Tlargi“'ﬂl;wd alr 10115 l}lf gIOLLPS’
mest popular. I wonder if our marginalization of
Denald assisted his casy willingness t accept the per-
suasion of Dahlmer’s advances. Donald mer Dahlmer
in 4 now defunce gay club, Carol’s Speakeasy and was
soon after led ro Milwaukee where Dahlmer murdered
and ate parts of him. I never considered nightclubs o
be a safe space again after Donald’s death. Still, at least
in a nightclub, friends, barrenders and acquaintances
can see One!S PFOSFC'CtiVL‘ dﬂt:, ma)’ knﬂw El;m a.“d serve
as witnesses if one were to become missing or worse. In
competitive club spaces we inadvertently serve as look
outs for one another and are more likely to make intro-
ducﬁﬂns I:IF our (3]'1(."nig1-|(f_'rﬁ to (3['I'IC.TH on [h(]sc Occa-
sions. With a date met through the internet, no one
need ever see you or the date or even know that you're
harmed or missing for days, even weeks. Depending on
your discretion, no one need ever know you cruise on-
line at all, perhaps to you detriment. The first HIV pre-
vention poster | ever read said: No One Has A Body To
Die For, I think the same philosophy should also hold
true here for those concerned about protecting their
lives.

Don't let Michael Sandy and so many other brothers
d.it: ]II'I thll, 1l:arn f.rnln I.Ilt:ir CHI'['IIJICS. A‘i a blﬂLk gii}"
community we often wear targets on our back, even
when we don't know it. Your silence will not protect
you. Neither will your closers, masculine gender
expression, cosmetic muscles (unless possibly obrained
‘hfﬂllgh I‘Iﬂxi ng, mﬂrriﬂ{ arts or a S(‘I“"‘{IEFEH.\'{E I:('ll]fﬂf.'.) or
your pristine reputation as “somcone who just doesn't
do type that type of thing.” Taking conscious steps to
proiect yourselt may protect you. The following are
some Stt’.‘PS }'()u <an takﬂ ‘1{}'0“ Cruist: or datt men ;rﬂm
the internet. These steps may protect your life or if
something—God forbid—should happen to you; these
may assist the police in capruring your assailant.
Remember, nothing in dating is 100% risk-free, but ro
do nothing will 100% ensure that you remain at risk.
The choice is yours.
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ATION USA

CLi<E

The largest city in California, Los
Angeles is one of the world's cen-
ters of culture. The city and its
immediate surrounding vicinity
lead the world in producing popu-
lar entertainment—such as motion
pictures, television, and recorded
music—which forms the base of
Los Angeles' international fame
and global status.

CLIK FILLS YOU IN ON ALL THE
HOT SPOTS OF LOS ANGELES

3 @K — A2 — wwwclikmagazine.com

Famous for fashion,
Sta film, and fun, Los

Angeles offers visi-

tors a wide array of
lodging choices within its diverse
metropolitan area. Budget, luxury, and
boutique hotels in all parts of Los Angeles
accommodate nearly 25 million visitors
each year. View special rates for top
hotels in Los Angeles, including the ele-
gant TOWER HOTEL, the SHERATON
UNIVERSAL, the CROWNE PLAZA
BEVERLY HILLS, and the centrally-located
ORLANDO HOTEL. Search Los Angeles
hotels by location online or select from
some of the most popular destinations,
like DOWNTOWN, BEVERLY HILLS,
HOLLYWOOD, WEST HOLLYWOQD,
SANTA MONICA, or LAX AIRPORT. To book
by phone, call 1.800.252.0306

Los Angeles.com can

get you a table at
SPAGO or DRAGO.

Their online restaurant
reservations can secure your table and
confirm your reservation 24 hours a day!
With one of the world’s most diverse pop-
ulations, LOS ANGELES'S DINING CHOIC-
ES are no different. Visitors can enjoy any
type of food in its authentic form; from
delicious Lebanese fare to delicious Thai
cuisine, restaurants throughout the region
serve up some of the best food in the
world. For those looking to see and be
seen, they can visit some of the celebrity-
centric restaurants in Beverly Hills and
Hollywood.

For the best that Los
Angeles area has to offer,
visit Los Anegles.com. From
the music scene, clubs
concerts, bars, nightlife
gay nightlife, and local band directory. Los
Angeles could also be termed the city that
never sleeps with its incredibly active
nightlife., From hot Hollywood clubs along
the Strip and martini bars in Wes
Hollywood to rooftop lounges in the Valle
and sports bars in Santa Monica, there i
something for everyone’s taste. The city |
also home to a variety of sporting, the
atrical and musical events; visitors ar
guaranteed to have a bounty of options
this town.




il - &nfrodacmy the sexiest

calendar model ever....

llow Clik 10 introduce
95 _Angeles ol you 10 the sexiest cal-
music scene, clubs, - ;
concerts, bars, endar model ever. We
nightlife, gay might be a bit late, but what the

gfghfi;f;‘f E;:ﬂd |Ufa| hell. Keston Kareer is a fresh face
an irectory. LOS 1] LY ’ 1.
Hbaeies thila ako bs terined the oty that should go far in the model

that never sleeps with its incredibly and acting indusiry. He may not
u active nightlife. From Alibi East/Back play on our side of the fence. bur sill
Alley, 225 S San Antonio Ave, Pomona
CA 91766 - Phone: 909-623-9422 ///
Annex, 835 S La Brea Ave, Inglewood CA 90301 - Phone:
310-671-7323 /// Catch One, 4067 W Pico Blvd, Los
Angeles, CA 90019 - Phone: 323-734-8849 www.jew-
clscatchone.com /// Club Rumor, 22554 Main St,
Hayward CA 94541 Phone: 510-733-2334 - www.clubru-
mor.com /// Metro@Here Lounge, 696 Robertson Blvd,
Los Angeles CA 70069 - Phone: 323-769-6333 www.ivan-
daneilproductions.com /// Rage, 8911 Santa Monica Blvd,
Los Angeles CA 90069 - Phone: 310-652-7055 /// Study,
1723 N Western Ave, Los Angeles CA 90027 Phone: 213-
464-9551 /// Ultra Suede, 661 N. Robertson Blvd, West
Hollywood Ca 90069 - Phone: (310) 659-4551

shop

A Different Light,
8853 Santa Monica

Blvd, West Hollywood Lra= g L T e
CA 90069 - Phone: - e |  thought you must. Trus o, you will ot be disep-

310-854-6601 T e - O SV O | iy pointed. While there. be sure to buy the
wwwadiBooke eam - i Trinidad and Tobago hoie - Super | 2007 calendar - Get that added inspi-
ration for the remaining months of

2007

x.*

pleasing 1o the eye,

From the age of 4. Kenton has been living in

‘l\:qlrcus %fl E‘ljoowts. 8'24351 Santz New York. and taking advaniage of all that

onica Blvd, West Hollywoo

0W| I CA 90089 - PHone: 323-656- the Big Apple has to offer. He mjcr-,sacmpg
6533 /// Flex Complex, 4424 and says tha his hunger, pas-

Melrose Ave, Los Angeles CA 90029 - Phone: 323-663- sion and love of the craft has

5858 http:/,fﬂexbaths.com //} Spa, 1650 Ivar, Los lld h]m 0 |l.'li\.t de _mhs dﬂd

Angeles CA 90028 - Phone; 213-463-5169 - Toll Free: L ; :
800- SPA-CLUB - ww. hollywoodspa,com /// Melrose Spa, “%m the dg_e of 15 0 pay
7269 Melrose Ave, West Hollywood, CA 90046 - Phone: for his own acing classes and
323-937-2122 /// Midtowne Spa, 615 South Kohler St, workshops.

Los Angeles CA 90021 - Phone: 213-680-1838 www.mid-
towne.com

”H&!
,ﬂ PR

Kenton has since landed parts

in various productions. You

iight have seent him in pro-

ductions such as A Raisin in the Sun and
Guilty by Suspicion. His il credits include
mles in One in the Chamber and The nside
Man,

By Dwight Powell
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This Spring let the sunshine mta your wardrot .c,- .



Meredith-Goujon
ir: Gurtis Davis




‘Darrel wears shirt by CASTELBEJAC, jeans
" by NINE LIVES, sneakers by J.LINDEBERG,
joulder pouch by LOUIS VUITTON, jewelry

by NAGUAL

" Dmar wears jacket and pants by BLANC DE
" CHINE, sweater by H&M, scarf by BYBLOS,
- walch by MICHAEL KORS, shoes by MARC
JACOBS, jewelry by NAGUAL




As for as | con remember, | have always been
considered the most dramatic child when com-
pared to my siblings. An episode of my child-
hood would reveal o classic Jemy Seringer cose.
I'd declare war on everymon who wanted to
date my mom; while my brothers could fight the
entire neighborhood, and play the next day os
if nothing hoppered. I'd never just let the
issues go and at any given time I'd initiate my
vindictive plan to seek revenge, Yes, I'll admit
that | once was convicted of Fighting a kid dur-
ing the church benediction. It's embarrassing but
my mother had to slap me across the back of
my head with o skillet to breok up that fight.
After several similor incidents, | wos forced to
visit the county jail ond given a second chance
to avoid messy drama; yet nothing could have

ever scared me entirely straight. ©

In the beginning it was hord to say no to drama
but as | .

motured  the
temptation  to
react ignorantly
become  less
enticing. | still
regrattably initi-
ated o few bel-
ligerent  con-
frontations and slapped an ex to prove a point.
I've thrown cell phones, chipped o tocth and
hurt spectators in the mist of many drunken fits,
I've vondalized timberland boots and kept
clothing For collateral to only reclize that the
hype of all of the drama wasn't worth the
karma. I've learned o lot ot 24 and in some
ways | am still paying For many of my mistokes.

based on lies...

like others |'ve decided to intentionally avoid
the "messiness” that plagues a few of our loved
ones. Hey, it moy be time to stop running your
mouth and step up your moral code with o few
folks, I've been messy and you may recognize
messy) symptoms in your “friends,” but it's never
too late to lzove their sickening soga of treadh-
erous droma. At first you may hove thought that

£ Over 21 and damn near 40 years
sold, messy men are masters of
‘manipulation because their lives are

they were the funniest ond charismatic people you ever met; until their quick-witted
tongue lashings turned towards you, Yeah, if they'll do it with you, they'll do it to you,
Their erratic yet entertaining conversations lured you inte their brewing drama of shade
throwin”. It's inevitable ond you'll be sofe to assume that theyre dishing others the
exclusive details of your most private offairs. We all can spot @ messy man or what |
call, o Dirty Thirty from o mile away.

A Dirty Thirty's deeds are prompted os a result of ignorance, perpetucted by Feelings
of inadequacy ond persenified through their depressing pessimism. Over 21 and damn
near 40 yeors cld, messy men are masters of manipulction because their lives are
based on lies, €ven if he is "keeping it recl,” he is too damn old to be entertaining such
elemental behovior. Messy men rorely admit their dirty deeds due to their inconsisten-
cy and habitual perpetration throughout the community. A Dirty Thirty is constantly con-
tradicting their alibis while choking on all of their conflicting lies. A mon of mess has o
laundry list of broken promises, past foilures ond
future fears. Formerly known as o "best friend,”
they have no loyalty baecause they can't trust them-
selves. All of their decisions are bosed on condi-
tions of comfort and their relationships are founded
for their own benefit. Messy people may have
good intentions but their flowed methods cre
blurred by contagious insecurities.

It's time: that you eliminate the Dirty Thirty lurking around your life. Be impervious to the
Dirty Thirty's alluring minstre!l show, infectious gossip and fleeting gimmicks. Stand still,
observe and cwaken the empowering strength that comes from your silent energy.
Listzn and regain the patiznce you once had before you invited this messy man into
your life. Heep your distance and persevere through the awkward phone calls that
come from filtering out his bullshit. Be above the influence of instigation, ossert respect-
ful boundaries and maintain o small yet rich quality cirde of genuine friends. As you go
new places and embrace new faces, remember that friendship is all about who you cre
todoy and where you are going. Den't allow his ebjectives of obligation and unneces-
sary guilt trips to sabotage Your maturity. IF you owe him, pay him off and if you love
him you'll let him know that he is in deed o messy bitch. Now that you've revived your
internal peace it's time to tell the Dirty Thirty ta mind his own business. Ne matter what
the future holds, if you're feeling the urge to be messy, just ask yoursell if you want to
be labeled os or live like o Dirty Thirty?

Juwan Watson
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I]hﬂy ltlmu_.]hi tl'ns dav would never come. 'm no langer & High School Senior.
i Bet this - in one week | will officially be a bona-fide Callege Man. | can hardly
o believe it but it's true... this time next week we'll be leaving for Atlanta, Georgia.

Jordan's Bedroom
PHILADELPHIA, PA

I-IHI' I-l

We - referring to the best friends a guy could ever have: Trey, Khalil and Thea,
I can still remember haw it was when | first came OUT. Of course | was scared.
Scared of the world. Scared of being different. Scared that | would never

Issue No: 1 - Series Premiere - March 200? find someone tn love someane like me... until | met my frignd...

S S e SR 1

Meanwhile.., Across town Trey was busy
saying goodbye to-one of his Regulars...

| met him way backin Elementany
schaol. He was on the foothall
team and | was writing an articla on
the game. He would stick up
for me when others would have
alittle too much fun at my
expanse. Sure | had & crush on him
atfirst. But he quickly became
a Big Brother to me
after we discovered each
others secret. We've been
hestfriends ever since. And it's
a good thing tan, because Trey
isn't the type of guy
wha does relationships.... The sex is gre

but why don’ Hh:s uy wise
up and see this will never be
anything more then a
Booty Call.

No! That's all 'l need is a One-Way
ticket! Yeah that's right. Well, | guess you
can say that I'm not coming back until
| capture my Dream.

" You can
see me in your §

ello, AirTran, I'd like to

book the next flight out to Atlanta,

' ia. Huh? Yeah, that's right...
'm going out to Clik-U.

Unfortunately for Trey some BOOTY CALLS
play by a whole set of different rules...

Then there's —g. Who's the Faggot

KH AI_"_ v _jrg now Punk?!

- whocan best be describedas = =
a Thug with a heart of gold. | met [N
= Rhalil in Junior High When | first
 saw him in the yard | thought
*Gud himself had smiled down
an me. You see Khalil has this
irfique charm, that certain spark

e ﬁ nhig eyn, that oxtra something
Vl ¥that puts him over the tap.
""q

Unapologetically Gay
and full of lite this sexy Brotha
. q;:lwed mie haw to live right out
an the open. We have a special
b, Dur friendship comes closer
o +4 then blood ever could.

..And when you're playing with matters
of the heart, some Games can be Deadly!

And somewhere on the North Side of town
Khalil ties up a few loose ends of his own.




IHEIREEENENE w Closer to home Thea arrives at Jordan's House.
M s not forgee abaut my Gil... ‘i

;ﬁ. THEA

fi'mﬁﬁcﬁsfsehrm{afmd Fag-Hag
Sl Hit tre day aften
Kieillcameinta my ife. We Hold on

s inetatalned Gay O, We all bed g > ' = ! ip)
. fakedlfE-atnmt gt trrownane,. . B8 o - B ' Cominigl
g s bithevmen Ehaving it AT e
=~ Luréediontthe Boumeers (ke s L E

3 il SOOI Hoe e o the a—

| ¥ et gt we allfrad free passes, ) _
@ | Bue my/Girl's a etz loud) it r ; JURD A
oleen. Bt that's And of course. there's me -

!‘hrﬁ“s' d_:{r:]tsu T Although | am aa Overachiever, graduated tnp of my Class,
oty vz o 28 and even accepted to Clik-Ul onafull acaderic scholarship
: | can't say that ['ve had the same stceessin my love fife.
You see - [ keep falling for the wrang kind of guy, and if
you've met my Bx you'd know this to be true. But
I'm through with the past. | kave college fo look
forward to, with the hopes and aspirations of
¢ one day becoming 2 recording artist. Together
to get your s with my friends we're setting off on &
dance on? fantastic jouraey. And for the first time in

' Jordan, Honey,
I'm here!

Rl = = '\ll‘uli!".‘- ¢

P#7  What are you
A doing over there?,

Justgive me a Updating my Joumal. / : . Okay, 'm done. Gimme a sec
minute. AN | wannaremember this. _~ Ji to get dressed then we're out.

g
here! Let's get this
party started

: 5 yaGirl. C'mon '
‘ see your Mom's and back that
live long enough fo see God deliver still tripping Khalll. / e aSss thing up!
] _ youfromthat ffestyle. . e gk ' ; Sy

Aright, Trey, | get it- : . | A the Er:rr"l;:‘ Jorqan. \N ik .
you're happy to see me. : | g 4 3 .

£ live long enough for you
A\ [orealize if being Gay is
daughter? | just ran / ' p W\ 2 choice - then God
1 into her today... _3 - ; ;

| know. And | love
you for it. Good looking out.
You guys are my
farnily now.

L my friend you know you'l
\ always have U




Khalil getsan

Hagel? Yok unexpected surprise.

you doing here?
| thought you left for

Harvard this momning

I'd let my
giving him
" Not ‘fill Wednesday.
| changed my schedule
\, in order to see you off.

You did that for me?

Cmon, did you really think

You mean too much to me

Man leave without
a proper send-off?

be better. Just think,
soon we'll be like this
couple. Taking the
id by storm.

on paper. And
know we agreed to
have an open relationship,
but after being together for
over two years its going
to be hard not waking
up to you every
moming.

Damn, Dawg

| don'
say. I'm glad you're
here.

But while |
have you in my

t know what to

Are pﬂmed?
I'mofffo I-Er:a fo become a
brilliant lawyer. You're off to Clik-U
to become an Out-apd-Proud
Journalist. Life couldn't

i/

Aright now lighten up.

Tonight let's have fun.

Promise me
when you date, don't

get serious with Aright Playas and

Play-ettes, it's ime to do

the College-thang!

. One Week Later - Ti
ar'eonﬁ\e.ir'my‘rodi

. Hee, hee, hoe
, Shhh, keep it That explains the smile on
/ down Jordan. | was in the his face.

| bathroom with that Flight

into Atlanta, Georgia’s
Ajrport,

A

Wesiill have fonight. i crewy. Join your

friends. Let's party!

Clik-University
here we come!

| know,
| know. This long
distance thing is gonna
take some getting use
to, but rll'?’sa rl;ut%e'“ is ﬁnd
. We'll spe
brea{ together.

mean rou have
foletgo
of an Old one...
At least for
the moment.
So enjoy
what lies
ahead and face
the future
with no
regrets.

until they get a load
of us!

So Khalil should be settled in by now.
Said he'd meet us in front of the Dorm.

= FT DOWNTOWN

ATLANTA

‘ U5 Highway 20

You know Chicken Little’s still afraid to fly.
Her train will get in tomorrow morning.

GLIK
UNIVERSITY

30 Miies Ahead
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CLIK UNIVERSITY - Atlanta, Georgia 30 Miles outside of Atlanta in Peachgrove County

Wow, Trey,
will you look at this _ e é-!eeheﬁhee
place. It's huge! > . oy you'll never
its off the chain. W AV > cunge. /g

[ Iust like he promised. \4
's Khalil. | guess
that's our Dommn. 48

all the hot looki
uys. Damn, |

Homie. We're stompi
[_ with il

Welldealwith Nt
=7 \ that situiation \mn it ‘:
happens.

little bare, but I'm sure
betmend'eﬁl’t(lreeof

Aright Dawgs, ime
to make a Pack!

A Pack?

Ride or Die, Partners,
we're in this thing together!




~fresh new start for Jorda That's the problem. | don't even know
Thea, wassup? if he's Gay. And your Gaydar is betfer than mine. m;ﬁgﬁﬁ&gﬁ;‘;m
Jordan? Why are you 5 of a N
whispering? g Relationshi ori zo
I'm in Psych class. ™
And there's this fine ' +—F= Say no more, I'm
Brotha sitfing night in =1 on my way.
front of me....
So ask him out. =
. ' =
& =
Amazing? Is he coming
\ - on to me?
| [ = : Nice to meet you
v — m}i’tﬂpﬂﬁm&m Eoug are pre}_!y i h}j too. Jordan, 'm Blake. So
Do you have a partner? Y the way - I'm Jordan. you're cool with us being
g Study Buddies?
S Not yet. Let's hook up. For sure.
0
Jordan, Honey, s
wait up! ¢ = i
e ol
Is this your N\, N\ B Y
Girlfriend Jordan? i >
§ Blake, I'd like , that's his Fag-Hag,
Hi Guys! to meet Th OleJordan’?ﬂ 5 ch never see
Looks like all you e e
Faggots stick together, Look, this ain't
That's what you are m soenlgt:
right? Queer? ikl .
Afriend of yours? 4 : _ﬂ::‘-'— o
One of my best 7
You get fime? | wanna 3 .
introduce yall. ; I Not zo fast Slick. [
Letsdoit Naw, you got ain't done with you!
; it wrong Homie.
TR —— »
S iy 4 - '
N You Asshole! it ke
i A'right Thea,
N e whatdo you think?
e . % g
== : zazh e
e
\\ - -I_ =
' Well you know what they
say about guys who protest
too much, This one definitely
has issues.

Wow, man, anybody




And on the other side of Campus Trey has his sights set on
becoming a KAPPA KAPPA ALPHA as Pledge Week begins.

Yo Trey, where you at
Homie? ['ve been looking
fgr you all day?

' Itold you - I'm keeping
that promise | made
my old man.
You're not serious? -
You're actually going
to pledge to be a

mindless Frat drone? C'mon Khalil

not everybody feels

the way you do about if. |

Look, my father and his
S\ father before him were all
ERI<APPA KAPPA ALPHAS.,
Least | cando

is pledge.

Okay Prospective Pledges
to become a KAPPA KAPPA ALPHA
\you'll have to past Pledge week!

A

As night blankets the Campus somewhere
off inthe shadows a wicked plan is formed.

We shouldn’t be
meeting like this.

So how'd | do?
Evenything's
right on schedule.

: Y, Homie, you should see all
the hot guys out here. | gotta jet.
We'll talk about this later.

You're going
through an awful lot
to get even with this

guy. | don't know...

Trust me, before it's over
Jordan's gonna pay.

Welcome, welcome,
Brothas to
Pledge Week!

As emations run high Trey [ .\
is foo occupied to noticea |
familiar face in the crowd. =,

W There heis.
Darmn, he's beautiful.
Gotta be careful not fo
be seen. Not yet
Trey, but soon,

" All the young hopefuls are anxious to make o
lasting impression on the Kappas.

: Unfortunately, for some
of you we're ol
N New Brothas!

choosing twelve
showus what ¢
youremade ofl _€=

Okay Trey you can do this.
\_ You were born to be a KAPPA. _
L Time to furn on the old charm, }

School is in
Session...

Yo, don't be getting a
CONSCious oh me now.
We're in too deep.

Sorelex. He'll never
see it coming. Besides, I'm

paying you good money
to keep up this act

the next issue of CLIK MAGAZINE and check
into CLIK-U as the drama confinues.
To Be Continued

in the Next Tssue of CLIK

Storpline / Writers:

Dwight Powell and Harry I, Pinkney, Jr.



N N A e BY BRAVE SOUL COLLECTIVE
o AIE

..

LOVE: 1he growth and devel. " HATE: 1har being
opment I've experienced as a open about my status
- result of life with HIV. means that some will
see HIV above and
Brave Soul Collective would not beyond  everything
exist as it does if I were still HIV else I~ am
. negative.
LOVE:  71hat
] .‘m Uncertainty- about my being open about
- bealth, about death, about my my status belps to i
re destigmatize
HIVIAIDS, Spaces
L LOVE: The bonds & alliances like Brave Soul l
T've formed with others involved Collective that
in HIVIAIDS work. bring negative
and  positive
HATE: e siigna, fear & T —
ignorance that still exist
 around living with HIVAIDS, togethey

make being visible worth it,

LOVE: the sense of fearlessness

that mrvft'mg @ positive diagnosis bas given me. [il41H125 The urgency with which I approach life matters..

1
ihe doctor for my check ups and being terrified about everything. | LOVE: 1hat I don't take life for granted. Many things I've
----- | done may have been ;h:,fn'rvd if not for the courage HIVIAIDS

ling mass of contradictions. It has truly changed every- gave me.

ﬁmdiatbzlasttenyeamasah]ackgayman is com- |

way [ view the world & myself have changed-pri- HATE: that I've struggled to bave good sex since I've been
d it was all positive, because it hasn't been, It HIV positive.

tff
LOVE: That I've become more scrutinizing and picky about

aking care of myself Avoiding stress, getling enough sexual partners.

_ prmen the most difficult for me) as well as exercising and eating
€ to maintaining my current level of health. Along with this come fears Living with HIV has surely been a thin line between love and hate,
iffwhen 1 ever need to begm treatment. Attached to taking medicines The toll of HIV on my self-esteem created more challenges to
fear that 'm one step closer to death, ] my general wellness than the actual disease in my body. I
e i e | began to lose sight of my positive attributes—despite daily evi-
more ‘complex’ for various reasons. The stakes of the ‘dating’ I dence that HIV had not made me less desirable. In some
) cases, POZ brothas focus more on our bodies, eating habits,
E and spirituality that we had before HIV. But it can also lead
-.hnpm:to im & emotional wellness, It’s been normal in the past - to a self-degrading mentality where we question whether
1 & value to be under a microscope because of everything we are “enough” in the first place. A recent painful break-
an HIV pn&iﬂ\t diagnosis. up illuminated for me the contradiction between my being

a “brave soul”, and a relationship where 1 compromised
my values, aspirations, & good sense, all because I have
lived terribly afraid of the prospect of dealing with HIV
alone, & dying alone.

10 a {rhcmrlcal] qucstion T constantly ask myself: How do I as an artist and activist
uSNEs: t}f an HIV positive life while simultaneously sending a mes-
& truthfully is the only answer to that question. I
ight back to semeﬂﬁng T mentioned above.... it changes everything and nothing all
In 2007, I've had to make a list of my values, my aspi-
rations for partnership and possibly parenting, and
make the most important commitment to a man ['ve
ever made: to love myself as passionately as 1 have
loved others. I also want to be better able to appre-
ciate and honor the good brothas. I've likely passed
up some great opportunities for loving because
deep down, 1 didn't believe that I was deserving.
I'm reurning to joy. I owe it to myself to low
harder and more passionately, if given another
opportunity. It's funny that you sometimes have
to “go through” in order to “get to”. I'm grate-
ful for the awareness that the pain has taught
me. No longer so worried about dying, I have
decided to get on with living— a lesson [
wished I could have learned and embraced
without the drama that comes with living

with HIVAAIDS.™




PﬂSI TIVEC

& RAW

Reginald T. NajiAllah

| recently met this brother oniine an
we chatted for days. It seemed clear we both wanted
much more than a sexual hook-up. The vibe and conversa-
tion was on point, so we elected to meet in persan. Firs
had lunch, then came back to my place. Earlier that day

made the awkward disclosures that we were both HIV Positive. Something else we
both glad we could share and support each other with.

It was not decided whether we would have sex that day or not, so it did not bother me

| had not purchased any condoms or lube. After playing around awhile, the brother i
to get sexually worked up and pulled out his penis for me to suck. | must have been fesli
the vibe as well because | submitted, thinking this was going to be the extent of our: sexuai
activity for the evening. No such luck. Much to my surprise, this brother then tried to pene
trate me with his raw penis. | stopped him and told him | only have safer sex and smt:e-th e
were no condoms avanahle{ there would be no penﬂtratlan that night. Then he said

positive men so we can do it raw.”

My heart and jaw dropped. | didn't budge in my resolve to practice only safer st
to say. the brother bounced from my place and from my life. This rather painfu
has pushed the reality of positive men seeking ather positive men to have ra
they are presenting this behavior as ok; even desireable and safe inta my consci usne
| went back online, | was able to see how many men are really looking for “anything
which is a code for raw and some are bold enough to say “raw’ or “bareback” a
are equally bold enough to say they are HIV Positive.

This has become a real phenomenon in our community and | feel a great need to aédr-ess
this issue before things get worse. Should two positive men engage in raw sex? lsthere a
risk? Isn't it @ matter of choice? Putting aside my personal views, | am going to Iunkaf:
issue from the three above points of view using only the facts we know so far.

Fact One: HIV IS NOT A MONOLITH VIRUS. There is no one HIV virus. At present there are
11 documented HIV viruses. Some are “Super” viruses, some are drug resistant, some
mutations, some are so weak that 1,/3 of HIV positive people never progress on to devela
full blown AIDS. Others are so powerful that people quickly progress from |nfec;t|nrt to fu
blown AIDS to death in months or a couple of years.

Fact Two: NO TWO HIV INFECTIONS ARE THE SAME. There is no way of knowing b
of virus the other HIV Positive person has in his system. Furthermore, there is no wa:
know how re-infecting yourself with that other new virus will effect your health, drug regi
and life span. It is possible that one positive man participating in raw sex with other
men can rednfect himself with 10 other HIV viruses, It is likely that the medicines he
ing for his unique virus will not work on these men added viruses. It is likely that the choices
for treatment and health maintenance will become so limitad until some doctors may |
to stop treating this person totally for lack of any medicine to do anything for the
multivirus-infections now in his body. Death is a serious reality after that,

Fact Three: HIV IS NOT THE ONLY LIFE THREATENING INFECTION YOU WILL BE

TO YOUR HEALTH SITUATION. The Epidemic of Tuberculosis is still very alive and
quickly. The Epidemic of Hepatitis is also still alive and spreading quickly. The E
Syphilis is also still alive and spreading quickly. The Epidemic of Herpes is als
spreading quickly. Three of the four listed above are also fatal and usually a co-infi
ciated with HIV infection. Then of course, there other sexually transmitted infectio
still out there and just waiting to enter your already weakened immune syste
havoc.
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ON TOP OF MUSIC

celebrating the music of
Earth, Wind & Fire

angle stone

chaka khan

dwele

kirk franklin

lalah hathaway

ledisi

meshell ndegeacello

mint condition

musiq soulchild

the randy watson experience
featuring bilal

“INTERPRETATIONS: CELEBRATING THE MUSIC OF

EARTH WIND & FIRE”
FIRST RELEASE ON NEWLY REVITALIZED STAX RECORD LABEL

Earth, Wind & Fire Leader/Founder Maurice White
Collaborates with Concord for Stax Debut Release

In celebration of Stax’s 50th anniversary in 2007, Concord Records will release the
first new album on the revitalized Stax imprint with the all-star project
Inferpretations: Celebrating the Music of Earth Wind & Fire. This 10-song album (in-
stores March 27, 2007) fits snugly into the legacy of Stax with first-rate artists
including singer/sangwriter Angie Stone (a 20+ years veteran of soul and hip hop
who is also the New Stax label’s first signee), self-contained sextet Mint Condition
{(among the last of the bands in contemporary Black music), Meshell Ndegeocello
(a mercurial all-around singer, composer and multi-instrumentalist), Lalah
Hathaway (the golden-voiced daughter of esteemed soul man Donny Hathaway)
and the legendary Chaka Khan. The project is rounded out by neo soul stalwarts
Ledisi, Musig, The Randy Watson Experience Featuring Bilal and Dwele who repre-
sent the evolution of soul music at its most illustrious and positive.

“When we (Kalimba) took the concept to Goncord,” White shares, “they were very
receptive and | felt confident that they would get behind the project and market it
effectively. | am honored that this project was chosen as the one to re-launch a leg-
endary record label for Black music.”

The album’s first single is an interpretation of “September” by platinum
Contemporary Gospel artist Kirk Franklin, a man among the chosen few to success-
fully return more spiritual music to the secular airwaves. Dedicated to the people
of New Orleans, Mississippi and Alabama, Franklin's rendition of “September” rein-
forces faith and fortitude using the seasons as a metaphor for the sunshine and rain
of life. It will impact at radio on January 22, 2007.

“We believe that the artists participating on ‘Interprefations’ represent Stax’s legacy
of soul music,” stated Collin Stanback, Vice President of A&R for Stax Records.
“We're looking forward to continuing that legacy with our upcoming releases
including our first signing, singer/songwriter/producer Angie Stone.”
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The relevance of a project shining the light on Earth Wind & Fire as the
springboard for bringing Stax back to life lies at the feet of the band's
leader/founder, Maurice White. The Memphis native went fo grade
school with & young Booker T. Jones who was already recording for
Stax as a teenager. Inspired by his friend’s achievement, White traveled
to Chicago to study music. After stints as a session drummer for Chess
Records and member of jazz pianist Ramsey Lewis' world-renowned
trio, White started the band Earth Wind & Fire that became an interna-
tional music phenomenon with its timeless fusion of uplifting lyrics
wedded to music woven from the tapestry of the complete African
American diaspora.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Contact Martha @ Fly Life Inc
Tel: 917.606.0155
E-mail: mar‘(h%@ﬂyii?einc.mm

r
Joey @ Fly Life Inc
E-mail: joey@flylifeinc.com

ANGIE STONE - “BE EVER WONDERFUL"

Angie Stone is a self-taught keyboardist and prolific songwriter. She has
admired and collaborated with some of music’s most talented singer/song-
writer/producers including Prince, Raphael Saadig, Warryn Campbell and
Ali Shaheed Muhammad. When asked to perform on “Interpretations” she
chose “Be Ever Wonderful® because "it conveyed a truth to me that has
stayed in my spirit.”

CHAKA KHAN — “SHINING STAR" :

Chaka Khan, Chaka Khan — the name epitomizes soul, energy, funk and
dynamic vocals. She's worked with fellow-icons including Rufus, Prince,
Whitney Houston and Ray Charles. It is appropriate that she selected to
interpret EWF's “Shining Star.” When asked about the impact of Maurica
White’s music Chaka commented, “Maurice has had a profound impact on
the music industry as a whole. He's an innovator. He started a trend out
of Chicago that influenced the entire music industry with enlightened mes-
sages and a fresh sound.”

DWELE - “THAT'S THE WAY OF THE WORLD”

His name means “God has brought me” and his music pays homage to
musical traditions of years past. He chose to interpret “That's The Way of
the World” because “l grew up listening to that song. When | hear it, it
takes me back to thoughts of family, friends, holidays and reunions.
Ultimately, | think that's what music is supposed to do, take you back or
help create a new memory. | hope | can take that inspiration and the feel-
ing that this song gives me and re-create it to make a new memary for
someons slse.”

KIRK FRANKLIN - “SEPTEMBER™

Kirk Franklin’s debut, “Kirk Franklin and the Family," spent 100 weeks on
the gospel charts, crossed cover to the R&B charts and became the first
gospel debut album to go platinum. He was raised in a Christian home
where he learned piano at an early age and respect. When asked about
Maurice White's impact, he says “his music and writing was so ‘feel good'
that it had that motivation in it to get people together at a time where we
needed good songs, good melodies and music.. ..that was ours.”

LALAH HATHAWAY — “LOVE'S HOLIDAY*
The daughter of legendary soul singer Donny Hathaway has established
herself as one of the most interesting vocalists of her generation. Analum-
nus of the prestigious Berklee School of Music in Boston, Lalah chose fo
interpret “Love’s Holiday" as only Lalah does using the hues and colors of
her vacal palette o deepen the emotional bond that exists between her and
the listener. A native of Chicago, the music of Earth, Wind & Fire reminds
her of “Chicago In 1978 - couples dancing at the Rainbow Roller Rink. |
believe that the sound and energy of EWF is a part of the soundtrack of 2
lot of our lives. Maurice White's contribution as both a musician and a pro-
ducer has been immeasurable for the last 30 years.”




LEDISI - “DEVOTION”
Her name means “to come here; bring forth”
and that is exactly what she does with her
music. She’s an underground staple that has
performed with Moby, The Roots, Boney
James, Meshell Ndegeocello and Chaka Khan
just to name a few.

When asked what Maurice White and the music
of Earth, Wind & Fire means to her she smiles.
“Not only did they define the elements of the
human spirit and Mother Nature through
music...they gave us a timeless, innovative and
exquisite map to lead us to be creative and lov-
ing souls.”

MINT CONDITION -
GONE”

Mint Condition can be described as the
nephews of Earth, Wind & Fire. “We feel like
Maurice White is our musical uncle. He has
faught us, inspired us and “raised the bar” so
many times with his music. We think he has
made Mint, and other EWF fans, think on a
more worldwide and spiritual level. The record-
ings and arrangements are always perfect. The
live shows are always technically spectacular.
Maurice has always understood the age old bal-
ance of artistry and entertainment.” It was an
honor and a pleasure for Mint Condition to be
associated with Maurice and the body of true
art he has created for the world to enjoy.

“AFTER THE LOVE IS

MUSIQ SOULCHILD - “REASONS”

Musig Soulchild is a soul singer who developed
a sound uniquely his own by fusing together
the essence of “"Soul Music” with “Funk” rules
and “Hip Hop” swagger, incorporating the spir-
it of his hometown, Philadelphia. He chooses
to interpret “Reasons” because “it's one of
EWF's most historic ballads and a personal
favorite of mine. It has a great story, great
musical arrangements and a great vocal per-
formance, It's just beautiful and timeless.”

MESHELL NDEGEOCELLD - “FANTASY”

Often called the “mother of neo-soul,” Meshell
Ndegeocello is a multi-instrumentalist/song-
writer/producer/singer who has received 9
Grammy nominations. Her live performances
have electrified audiences worldwide. She
always pushes musical boundaries with her
own sophisticated mix of rock, jazzy funk and
soul. Meshell's “interpretation” of “Fantasy”
can best be described in her own words, When
asked why she chose this song, Meshell
replied, “What else is there? Imagination is my
reality.”

THE RANDY WATSON EXPERIENGE FEATURING
BILAL — “CAN'T HIDE LOVE"

Classically trained in jazz, big band arrange-
ments and operatic voice, Bilal has great
respect for what his forefathers have put down
before him. “Maurice White has definitely influ-
enced the way | approach writing and produc-
ing my own music. ‘Can't Hide Love’ is one of
my all time favorite songs. It was a blessing to
actually be able to perform the record with the
Randy Watson Experience.”

¥

HIP-HOP TELL-ALL
TO OUT GAY MCS:
TRAPPED IN THE

CLOSET?

Does Diddy diddle dudes? Is Jay-Z
a gay G? If these are the sorls of
questions that keep you up at night,
good news: A book coming out next
year promises fo reveal exactly
which homies are homos.

Hiding in Hip-Hop: Confessions of a
Down Low Brother in the
Entertainment Industry is a memoir
aof "the author's life as a closeted
homosexual working in the film and
music industry and his relationships
with other closeted homosexuals—
film stars, rap artists, and music pro-
ducers," according lo Publishers
Marketplace., which reported the
sale of the book to Atria last week.

Author Terrance Dean is a former
MTV producer and the founder of
samething called Men's
Empowerment, a New York-based
non-profit directed at helping men of
color. Reached by phone, Dean
declined to discuss the book, but a
spokeswoman for the publisher said
it will 1denufy Dean's closeted exes
without naming them. “Let's put :t
this way: You'll know who they are,”

she promised. 'it's a no- nnlﬁa-
barred look at Hollywnod and hip-
hop and who's living on the down-
low."

And if you
can't wait till
next year to
find out which
MCs prefer
pimps to hos,
just tune into
Wendy
Williams. The
New York DJ
has "outed"

just  about
every big
name in rap,
including Dr.
Dre, Sean
"Diddy"
Combs, and
Method Man.
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Jennifer Hudson will be on
the cover of the new Vogue
magazine. The photo shoot
was done at Harlem's his-
toric Apallo Theater. Not to
be outdone Byonce is grac-
ing the cover of Sports
lllustrated legendary swim
suite edition this month as
well. Ten years ago, Tyra
Banks was the first African
American to grace the Sl
cover

NEWER, ‘CUTER' CAMEL NO. 9 CIGS APPEAL
TO THE SEX AND THE CITY GENERATION OF
SMOKERS

Today's, New York Times' columnist
Stuart Elliott showcases Camel cig-
arette's new female-friendly mar-
keting ploy, designed to target a
wider, curvier range of emphysema
sufferers:

Critics decry the new Camel as yet
another effort to single out women
for smoking pitches, a
tactic they trace back to the 1920s
when American Tobacco urged,
“Reach for a Lucky instead of a
sweet” to promote Lucky Strike cig-
arettes.

Silly tobacco companies.Ultimately,
female smokers are basically look-
ing for the same things as their
male counterparts, namely, a ciga-
rette that will enable them to inhale
as much tar, nicotine and lung can-
cer as humanly possible—in every
single, intoxicating puff.
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The men, who all
had bleached-out
faces, and
dressed in tight
jeans pants and
skimpy shirts,
were saved due to
quick action by
police from the St
Andrew Central
Division.

When the officers
arrived ~ and
attempted to push
the crowd ck
from the front door
of the business-
place they were

greeted with some
resistance  and
when they
attempted to

escort the men to
a police service
vehicle, which
was parked near
to the entrance of the pharmacy, one of the
alleged homosexuals was hit on the back of
the head with a stone as he flashed a wry
smile before attempting to hustle inside the
police car.

Garfield Robinson)

The cops were forced to disperse the large
mob by dispensing tear gas canisters and
whisking the men away as the crowd scam-
pered in all directions in an effort to escape
the irritating fumes.

One man in the crowd was determined to

et a chance to beat them and hurled
insults at the police when they drove out of
the premises.

"Unu can come save them nasty boy yah?
Lherg boy yah fi go down," the man bel-
wed.

NICK CANNON AS ARTHUR ASHE

escued by the police from an angry mob outside a
Ppharmacy in Tropical Plaza, where they had been
holed up for almost an hour.

3 men branded as homosexuals were yesterday

But even after the police managed to take the young men from the Monarch
Pharmacy, one of the three was hit with a stone, forcing officers to fire tear gas on
the crowd which included men, women, teenagers and small children.

The approximately 2,000 people gathered outside the Kingston pharmacy hurled
insults at the three men, with some calling for them to be killed.

The crowd grew larger as the minutes ticked by and the three men and staff inside.
the pharmacy were visibly terrified as the mob demanded that they be sent out so
they could administer their brand of justice. "Send them out!" shouted one man.

These three men, who were branded as homosexuals, are rescued by the
police after being locked inside the Monarch Pharmacy in St Andrew for about
an hour yesterday. The man at Iront ducks after being hit on the head by a
stone thrown by a member of the angry mob which had gathered outside the
pharmacy and demanded that the three be handed over to them. (Photo:

One woman expressed surprise al the
brazenness of the men who were clearly
displaying effeminate behaviour. y

"Jamaica has lost its way if man think they
can openly flaunt bemg v without a
consequences. We don't want that kind ¢
open gay life in this country," the woman
said.

Homosexuality is frowned upon in Jamaiaa
and gay rights grcups have oonstanﬂy’
branded the island as anti-gay. :

Under Jamaican law a male can be
slapped with a sentence of up 1o nine years
if caught in a compromising position with
another man. i

{ After a role in Emilio Estevez's Bobby, it seems that Nick Cannon

is gearing up for another true story set in the 1960's. Even if you
don't recognize his name, you've probablgﬂ seen his face lurking
on the covers of DVDs like Drumline an

sort of the next Will Smith, in the way that he had his own rap
duo, Da Bomb Squad, and is stacking up a number of acting
roles. Ace Showbiz has reported that Cannon has landed the
starring role in a biopic on famous tennis player, Arthur Ashe -
the only African-American tennig star to win the men's singles at
the Australian Open, the US Open and Wimbledon. Ashe was
also a vocal civil rights activist, speaking out against South
African apartheid and the lreatment of Haitian refugees.

Underclassman. He's

Unfortunately, his life was cut short when he succumbed to AIDS, which he contracted from a blood
transfusion. It might sound like heavy stuff, but Cannon claims that the film will follow Ashe's earfier
years, and how he became a legend. This is probably a good thing, when you consider this quote Scoft
Weinberg's upcoming Sundance review of Weapons and the actor's performance: "Nick Cannon, the
biggest name in the cast, provides clear proof that his acting skills are about on par with those of an
actual cannon." Perhaps Smith should scrap Ashe's younger life, take over the role himself, and give

the film a better chance.

www.clikmagazine.com



etired Miami Heat guard Tim Hardaway, known for his candor, said on a radio “| H ATE G AYS ”

Rshaw Wednesday that he would not want a gay player on his team, would ask for
him te be traded, and went so far as to say: ~"You know, | hate gay people, so |
let it be known. | don't like gay people and I don't like to be around gay people. | am
homophobic. | don't like it. It shouldn't be in the world or in the United States."

Hardaway was a guest with host/Herald columnist Dan Le Batard on Sports Talk 790 The Ticket, and at the end
of the interview, Le Batard asked Hardaway how he would deal with a gay player, in light of last week's disclo-
sure by retired NBA center John Amaechi that he is gay.

"First of all, | wouldn't want him on my team,"' Hardaway replied. ~"And second of all, if he was on my team, |
would really distance myself from him because, uh, | don't think that is right. | don't think he should be in the
locker room while we are in the locker room. But stuff like that is going on and there's a lot of other people |
hear that are like that and still in the closet and don't want to come out of the closet, but you know | just leave
that alone.’

Asked what he would do if he had a gay teammate, Hardaway said he would ask for the player to be traded or
to be bought out of his contract.

""Something has to give," he said. ~"And | think the majority of players would ask for
hir to be traded or they would want to be traded. Or buy him out of his contract and
just let him go. Semething has to give. If you have 12 other ballplayers in your lock-
er room that are upset and can't concentrate and always worried about him in the
locker room or on the court it's going to be hard for your teammates to win and
accept him as a teammate."

Hardaway is the first NBA player -- current or former -- to make anti-gay statements
since Amaechi's news came out. In fact, most of the players and coaches quoted last
week, including Heat center Shaquille O'Neal, were supportive of Amaechi and said they
would not be bothered by a gay teammata.

What if the gay player were a great player, Hardaway was asked.

"If he were that great something would still have to give,' he said. "“People would feel
uncomfortable with that. if you're not gay, nobody in that locker room would feel comfort-
able with that person on your team."

Amaechi probably will not be surprised when he reads Hardaway's comments. He saidina
phone interview Tuesday he believes there is still a lot of homophobia in society and in professional sports lock-
er rooms.

""We are much further behind than I'd like," Amaechi said. ""People in America and England [where Amaechi
grew up] would like to think racism is over, sexism is over, and homophobia is over, but it's not. My coming
out will show that gay people don't all look like Jack from Will and Grace. Some of us are big, athletic men, and
that should be OK."

Amaechi said he had not heard from a single former teammate or NBA player, that he had only heard from for-
mer coach Doc Rivers. He challenged straight athletes "'who feel able” to stand up for gay rights.

"I would like professional male athletes to be active supporters, and that doesn't mean putting a rainbow decal
on their car," he said. "It means letting other guys in the locker room know that it's not OK to make gay jokes,
that it's hurtful, and that it's not OK to be homophobic.

“But it's hard to get straight guys to step up. When men stood by women during the suffrage movement, they
were called progressive and bold. When whites stood by hlacks, they were heroes. But a straight guy standing
up for a gay guy faces discrimination, and that's a big part of the battle we're fighting."

PHILLY GUN AD CREATOR GUNNED DOWN
from Keith Boykin.com

The creator of a controversial Philadelphia ad cam-
paign that depicted a black man in the crosshairs of a
gun has himself become a victim of gun violence. In a
sad twist of irony, Mark David Norris, a black gay man,
was killed by gunfire in Philadelphia Monday night. The
Philadelphia press described it as "the warst mass
shooting in Philadelphia in more than six years."

Last summer, an HIV awareness ad campaign
launched by the city of Philadelphia was abruptly pulled
out of concern that the ads might appear to glamorize
gun violence in a city that is already plagued by crime.

hiladelphia's AIDS Activities Coordinating Office had
contracted with a company called Zigzag Net to create
a social marketing campaign to promote HIV testing for
men who have sex with men. The ads were announced
in late May, but they quickly came under fire from
activists.
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Then Norris, the founder of Zigzag Net, met a tragic
end when he was slain in a violent mass murder that
took place in his own office complex.
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BY MICHELLE KAUFMAN

FROM THE MIAMI HERALD:

During an appearance
Wednesday on Dan Le Batard's
show on Sports Talk 790 The
Ticket, retired Heat guard Tim
Hardaway was asked several
questions about how he would
deal with a gay teammate. Former NBA cen-
ter John Amaechi revealed last week that he is

gay.
Below is a transcript of Hardaway's interview;

LE BATARD: How do you deal with a gay team-
mate?

HARDAWAY: "First of all | wouldn't want him
on my team. And second of all, if he was on m
team, you know, | would really distance myself
from him because, uh, | don't think that is
right. 1 den't think that he should be in the lock-
er room while we are in the locker room, and
it's just a whole lot of other things and | would-
n't even be a part of that. But stuff like that is
going on and there's a lot of other people | hear
that are like that and still in the closet and don't
want to come out of the closet, but you know |
just leave that alone."

LE BATARD: What could you do? Would you
ask for a trade?

HARDAWAY: "Or | ask for him to get traded.
Something has to give. And | think the majori-
ty of the players would ask for him to be trad-
ed or they would want to get traded. Or buy
him out of his contract and just let him go.
Something has to give. If you have 12 other
ballplayers in your locker room that are upset
and can't concentrate and always worried
about him in the locker room ar on the court or
whatever it's going to be hard for your team-
mates to win and accept him as a teammate."

LE BATARD: What if the player was that great?

HARDAWAY: "If he were that great something
would still have to give. People would feel
uncomfortable with that. If you're not gay,
nobody in that locker room would feel comfort-
able with that person on your team."

LE BATARD: You know what you are saying
there is flatly homophobic? It's bigotry?
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Memorial Day Weekend
May 24th - 28th, 2007
Miami, Florida
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lcome to Miami, the home of Sizzle 2007. This
Memorial Day Weekend, thousands of men will
converge on South Florida for the largest social
gathering of the year. Sizle Miomi, conceived almost 6
years ago, has grown fo become America’s most celebrated and
anficipated gay event in South Florida. Originally a one-day
occurrence, Sizzle has evolved into o S-day smorgashord of pul-
safing nightlife, in an
from dusk til dawn. For five doys beginning on Thursday 24th
May, 2007, party seekers from around the world vill convene in
sunny Miami, Florido celebrating L,
Pride & liberty!

Why Miami! Well, Miami is unlike any other city in the
United States. It's a city in the making, unpredictable,
ever changing, and simultaneously laid-back. Residents
and tourists alike consider Miami a lush, exofic para- |
dise, and a smorgashord of |, 15 i:ﬂ’.‘-u"..':'.'; and flare.

Furthermore, Miami has proven fo be extremely open

and accepting of all, cultures, ethnicity and sexual

orientafions.

] : : ' § ;
< s & RS e g ! 2 .
~=-£'v5?a s . ‘ v A ; AVIS American
Memorial Day Weekend - Miami, Florida JESSQEEY | Wb =~ - = . Aidines
Thursday May 24th - Monday May 28th 2007 RERREE  BEUH 4005t 20d v Miomi | be voringvit AVS s | For A Tave Cll Gu

4 official Car Renlal Official Air Line
Rates Starfing At omdiln ;
S1%9 /ni bt | Company in South Florida R
Rooms con only be blocked 800-331-1600
through our central office ‘ Sizzle Code: Sizzle Code;
or online. 1660074 A7357AG

- 9¥ wwwisizzlemiami.com  (404) 885-6067 mail@sizzlemiami.com
Y GET YOUR VIP CARDS NOW '




