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When Gertrude

and Alice

did Dallas

The world's most famous
lesbian couple visited the
Hockaday School in Dallas

By BINNIE FISHER

On a cold evening in March of 1935, a crowd
had gathered to greet the plane that brought
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas from Chicago
to Dallas.

By all accounts, Stein was delighted to see
what she considered to be so many well-wishers.
It is not known whether anyone informed her
that the crowd, mostly women, had actually con-
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John Geddes Lawrence and Tyron Garmer scored a landmark victory for gay
rights last year when the nation’s highest court agreed with their challenge toa
Texas law banning ‘deviant sexual intercourse.’ (Photo by David J. Phillip/AP)

One year after
Lawrence vs. Texas

e S -



obrervation,"—Janet Flanner, The New Yorks

In her cookbook, Alice B.
Toklas writes about the
time she and Gertrude

School in Dallas.

\ Stein visited the Hockaday

Police Sgt. Tommy Bennett's
last Pride Parade rolls through

Montrose this Saturday.
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Id Dallas

The world’s most famous
lesbian couple visited the

Hockaday School in Dallas

By BINNIE FISHER

On a cold evening in March of 1935, a erowd
had gathered to greet the plane that brought
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas from Chicago
to Dallas.

By all accounts, Stein was delighted to see
what she considered to be so many well-wishers.
It is not known whether anyone informed her
that the crowd, mostly women, had actually con-
vened on rumors that Clarke Gable was to have
arrived on the same flight.

Just shy of 70 years later, the fact that the
world’s most famous lesbian couple once came to
Dallas goes virtually unobserved.

In “The Alice B. Toklas Cookbook,"” written
after Gertrude died in 1946, Alice notes that the
couple pondered from their apartment at 27 rue
de Fleurus in Paris whether or not to accept
offers that had come from America for Stein to
speak there. Gertrude had wondered whether she
would find the food to her liking.

The invitations had come following the 1933
publication of “The Autobiography of Alice B.
Toklas,” which Gertrude penned. Some literature
enthusiasts were intrigued by the idea of some-
one writing someone else's autobiography and

Please see VISIT on Page 17
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eclipse
Jimmy James brings his
one-man, many women show
to Houston next weekend.

John Geddes Lawrence and Tyron Garmer scored a landmark victory for gay
rights last year when the nation’s highest court agreed with their challenge to a
Texas law hanning ‘deviant sexual intercourse.’ (Photo by David J. Phillip/AP)

One year after
Lawrence vs. Texas

Supreme Court’s sodomy ruling
fueled same-sex marriage fight
By RYAN LEE

The day after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1986 that it
was constitutional for states to prohibit.sodomy between con-
senting adults, Evan Wolfson began wearing a pin in the shape
of a pink triangle.

Wolfson, a gay lawyer who is now the executive director of
Freedom to Marry — a coalition working to attain marriage
equality for same-sex couples — vowed to wear the pin each day
until gay Americans were no longer considered criminals by the
federal courts.

Please see SODOMY RULING on Page 8
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Houston's John Nechman W||I rlde

Nechman is honored
in SF parade as
a Grand Marshal

By JOSEF MOLNAR

Gay Houston attorney John Nechman
will ride on a Pride Parade float this week-
end, but that float won’t be traveling down
Westheimer.

Nechman, chair of Immigration
Equality, an organization that has been
named a Grand Marshal in the San
Francisco Pride Parade, will ride on that
group'’s float.

Nechman, of Nechman, Simoneaux and
Frye, specializes in immigration issues as
they affect gay, lesbian and transgender
individuals and couples. He said he is
excited that his organization is being hon-
ored in a parade that has hosted gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender leaders
from around the world.

“When you think of the San Francisco
Pride Parade, you think of Harvey Milk
and the great leaders from our communi-
ty,” he said. “And one of the first floats out
will be ours’. What an incredible honor.”

San Francisco’s parade will also be cele-
brating the city’s recent same-sex mar-
riage successes. Marriages sanctioned by

| |

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom have
horrified conservatives and galvanized the
gay and lesbian community.

Nechman said the community is riding
a wave of successes that began with last
year’s landmark Lawrence v. Texas case in
which the U.S. Supreme Court struck down
anti-sodomy laws across the United States.

“There is such a euphoria there,”
Nechman said. “People are so uplifted that
they accomplished this and they’ve shown
America that gay people could get married
and the sky would not fall. Last year
Houston was in the spotlight, and this year
it’s San Francisco, so I think this will be
their biggest parade ever.”

About 20 Houston members of the
organization will join Nechman and more
than 200 supporters and members from
around the nation as the Immigration
Equality float winds its way through San
Francisco’s Market district. Belinda Ryan,
the organization's San Francisco chapter
coordinator, said the group relied on sym-
bolism for its float.

“The float will be a gray boat with a flu-
orescent pink State of Liberty in it bound
with chains,” she said. “The chains are
meant to show that liberty is bound for
GLBT bi-national couples.”

In addition to supporters, many long-
term couples affected by U.S. immigration
policies will march carrying signs which
read “United By Love, Divided By Law.”

Ryan said the slogan points to federal

Houston attorney John Nechman is president of an
organization that has been selected as a grand mar-
shal in the San Francisco Pride Parade. (Photo by
Dalton DeHart)

laws which allow straight people to enter
marriages with citizens of other countries
for reasons other than love but leave out
gay and lesbian couples.

“A straight American can go online and
get a mail order bride and get her a green
card,” she said, “and yet we can’'t even
sponsor our partners of 25 years.”

This year represents the organization’s
first year as Immigration Equality, after
changing its name from the Lesbian and
Gay Immigration Rights-Task Force.

Nechman said the fight for immigration
equality goes hand in hand with the fight for
U.S. citizens to be legally married. He added
that the immigration equality issue, especial-
ly in highly diverse cities such as Houston

in SF Pride Parade

and San Francisco, is one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing gay and lesbian people.

“This is one of the most incredible
times to be able to speak on issues relating
to the gay and lesbian community,” he said.
“And we are happy to have this opportuni-
ty to point to the immigration issues of bi-
national couples.”

Immigration Equality has pushed
Congress to consider the Permanent Partners
Immigration Act, a bill that would allow gay
and lesbian people with partners from other
countries to sponsor them as residents. The
bill currently has 110 sponsors in the House of
Representatives and 13 in the Senate,

By putting the spotlight on Immigration
Equality, Ryan said, the group has gained
an additional forum for its issues. Some of
the marchers will engage in outreach and
carry green cards containing information
about the group and resources for bi-
national couples.

Unfortunately, she said, many bi-nation-
al couples with one undocumented or ille-
gal partner are unable to represent them-
selves in the equality struggle because it
may expose them to scrutiny.

“This is a brilliant thing for us to have,
because so many of us couples live under
the radar screen, and don’t want our pres-
ence to be known,” Ryan said. “For us to be
acknowledged has given us a sense of hope
that our community will rally around us.
Raising awareness like this during the
Pride Parade can only do us good.”
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Nechman, of Nechman, Simoneaux and
Frye, specializes in immigration issues as
they affect gay, lesbian and transgender
individuals and couples. He said he is
excited that his organization is being hon-
ored in a parade that has hosted gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender leaders
from around the world.

“When you think of the San Francisco
Pride Parade, you think of Harvey Milk
and the great leaders from our communi-
ty,” he said. “And one of the first floats out
will be ours’. What an incredible honor.”

San Francisco’s parade will also be cele-
brating the city’s recent same-sex mar-
riage successes. Marriages sanctioned by

around the nation as the Immigration
Equality float winds its way through San
Francisco’s Market district. Belinda Ryan,
the organization’s San Francisco chapter
coordinator, said the group relied on sym-
bolism for its float.

“The float will be a gray boat with a flu-
orescent pink State of Liberty in it bound
with chains,” she said. “The chains are
meant to show that liberty is bound for
GLBT bi-national couples.”

In addition to supporters, many long-
term couples affected by U.S. immigration
policies will march carrying signs which
read “United By Love, Divided By Law.”

Ryan said the slogan points to federal
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Look for our Float in the Gay Pride
Parade!...We welcome you to work with
us in creating our float for the parade.

 Just call for time and location.

3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM
Church office 713-528-6756 » E-mail maranatha@evl.net
www.maranathamcc.com

marriages with citizens of other countries
for reasons other than love but leave out
gay and lesbian couples.

“A straight American can go online and
get a mail order bride and get her a green
card,” she said, “and yet we can’t even
sponsor our partners of 25 years.”

This year represents the organization’s
first year as Immigration Equality, after
changing its name from the Lesbian and
Gay Immigration Rights Task Force.

Nechman said the fight for immigration
equality goes hand in hand with the fight for
U.S. citizens to be legally married. He added
that the immigration equality issue, especial-
ly in highly diverse cities such as Houston

carry green cards ooﬁtgining information
about the group and resources for bi-
national couples.

Unfortunately, she said, many bi-nation-
al couples with one undocumented or ille-
gal partner are unable fo represent them-
selves in the equality struggle because it
may expose them to scrutiny.

“This is a brilliant thing for us to have,
because so many of us couples live under
the radar screen, and don’t want our pres-
ence to be known,” Ryan said. “For us to be
acknowledged has given us a sense of hope
that our community will rally around us.
Raising awareness like this during the
Pride Parade can only do us good.”

Join Us As We

Pride As Big As Texas!

Noche Espiritual (Spanish) Service
Saturday, June 26th, 7 p.m.

Sunday Pride Services
Sunday, June 27th, 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church

2025 W. 11th. S

5t. ~ Houston, TX~ 713-

3861-9149

www.resurrectionmce.org
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SODOMY RULING, continued from Page 1

Sodomy laws were rarely enforced in the
years after the 1986 ruling — a Georgia case
known as Bowers v. Hardwick — but as long
as the Supreme Court classified gay sex as
criminal behavior, gay men and lesbians con-
tinued to be denied the full rights of citizen-
ship, said Greg Nevins, a senior staff attor-
ney for the Lambda Defense & Education
Fund, a gay legal group.

“When you can be criminalized, it’s
hard to make an argument for other
rights,” he said.

But on June 26, 2003, the Supreme Court
reversed itself by striking down all
remaining sodomy laws in its ruling in
Lawrence v. Texas, a decision that signaled
“a sea change in the prevailing attitude
concerning our rights,” Nevins said.

The 6-3 ruling allowed Wolfson to final-
ly remove his pink triangle pin, and the
majority opinion used strong words to
describe the mistake the court made 17
years earlier.

“Bowers was not correct when it was
decided, and it is not correct today”
Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote for the 6-3
majority in Lawrence. “It ought not
remain binding precedent.

“Its continuance as precedent demeans
the lives of homosexual persons,”
Kennedy wrote.

Pride and prejudice

Adding to the emotional power of the
Lawrence ruling was the fact that it was
announced just days before many cities
across the country celebrated Gay Pride
weekend.

“The timing of it was really special,”
said Donna Narducci, executive director of

R R . P, FRNSRSE e

Tyrone Garner (left) and John Lawrence arrive at the courthouse with one of their attorneys, Mitchell Katine
(right), to face charges of homosexual conduct under Texas' sodomy law on Nov. 20, 1998. More than four
years later, the US. Supreme Court overturned their conviction and ruled as unconstitutional state sodomy

laws. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)

“deviate sexual intercourse with another
individual of the same sex.”

Oral and anal sex were both classified
as “deviant sexual intercourse” by the
Texas statute.

After being arrested, convicted of
sodomy and forced to pay $200 fines,
Garner and Lawrence secured legal help
from gay attorneys who were eager to chal-
lenge the state’'s sodomy law and were
waiting on the right case to do so.

Mitchell Katine, a gay Houston attorney
who represented Lawrence and Garner
along with Lambda Legal, said this week that
the case represented a “perfect storm” with
which to challenge the sodomy law; since that
was the only crime the defendants were

accused of committing.
“It was one charge, which made the case
wemsmes ~mlannwm el Tana 1ileales b ha Alidadwaalead

were ordering the state of Texas to file a
reply to our petition,” Katine remembers.
“That’s when I thought they might hear
our case, that’s when I got excited.”

In December 2002 the Supreme Court
agreed to hear the case, and attorneys
from the state of Texas and Lambda Legal
gave oral arguments on March 26, 2003.

The Texas law was unconstitutional
and should be overturned for two primary
reasons, Paul Smith, a gay attorney affili-
ated with Lambda Legal, told the high
court. The statute violated gay men and
lesbians’ due process and right to privacy,
and it violated the equal protection clause
of the 14th amendment because it singled
out sodomy committed by same-sex cou-
ples and not heterosexual couples.

Charles Rosenthal, the Harris County

Ainbmind atbamemasr asoand dhat hico oftata hac

“The petitioners are entitled to respect
for their private lives,” wrote Kennedy, who
was joined by Justices Stephen Breyer, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, John Paul Stevens and
David Souter, with Sandra Day O'Connor
concurring. “The state cannot demean their
existence or control their destiny by making
private sexual conduct a crime.”

Limited impact?

The Lawrence decision thrilled gay
attorneys and activists, energizing Pride
festivals around the country last year.

But the ruling also energized opponents
of gay rights.

Instead of expanding freedom, the
majority in Lawrence created a right to
engage in sodomy essentially out of thin
air, said Rena Lindevaldsen, senior litiga-
tion counsel for the conservative Liberty
Counsel, a Florida-based conservative
counterpoint to Lambda Legal.

But Lindevaldsen downplayed the rul-
ing’s impact on other gay rights cases.

“I think it was more of a moral loss for
the country than a legal loss,”
Lindevaldsen said.

Fueling the marriage fight

Both supporters and opponents of the
Lawrence ruling cite the case as a factor
that helped fuel the year-long, ongoing
national discussion on gay rights, particu-
larly the right to marry.

Backlash over the sodomy ruling
helped build support for the Federal
Marriage Amendment, a proposal to
change the Constitution to ban any legal
recognition for gay couples that could see a
vote in the U.S. Senate next month.

Introduced on May 23, 2003, in the U.S.
House of Representatives, the FMA had

HOUSTON




concerning our rights,” Nevins said.

The 6-3 ruling allowed Wolfson to final-
ly remove his pink triangle pin, and the
majority opinion used strong words to
describe the mistake the court made 17
years earlier.

“Bowers was not correct when it was
decided, and it is not correct today”
Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote for the 6-3
majority in Lawrence. “If ought not
remain binding precedent.

“Its continuance as precedent demeans
the lives of homosexual persons,”
Kennedy wrote.

Pride and prejudice

Adding to the emotional power of the
Lawrence ruling was the fact that it was
announced just days before many cities
across the country celebrated Gay Pride
weekend.

“The timing of it was really special,”
said Donna Narducci, executive director of
the Atlanta Pride Committee.

Wolfson said Lawrence was a momentous
win, but gay men and lesbians must not
assume the fight for equal rights is over.

“Other landmark rulings remind us
that court decisions are not self-enacting,”
Wolfson said.

After the Lawrence decision was
announced, Wolfson said he replaced his
pink triangle with a symbol of gay citi-
zens’ next big legal fight: a Freedom to
Marry pin.

Sodomy law challenged

When John Lawrence was arrested in
his Houston apartment in 1998 after being
caught engaged in consensual sex with
Tyron Garner, he couldn’t believe what
was happening, Lawrence told Southern
Voice in an interview this week.

Lawrence said he didn't know sodomy
was still a crime in Texas, and thought
enforcement of such laws ended in the 1960s.

Harris County sheriff’s deputies
entered Lawrence’s home on Sept. 17, 1998,
responding to a false report that a man in
the apartment had a gun and was disrup-
tive. Upon entering the house and finding
Garner and Lawrence having sex, the
deputies arrested both men for violating
the state sodomy law, which prohibited

- Tyrone Garner (left) and John Lawrence arrive at the courthouse with one of their attorneys, Mitchell Katine
(right), to face charges of homosexual conduct under Texas' sodomy law on Nov. 20, 1998. More than four
years later, the US. Supreme Court overturmed their conviction and ruled as unconstitutional state sodomy

laws. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)

“deviate sexual intercourse with another
individual of the same sex.”

Oral and anal sex were both classified
as “deviant sexual intercourse” by the
Texas statute.

After being arrested, convicted of
sodomy and forced to pay $200 fines,
Garner and Lawrence secured legal help
from gay attorneys who were eager to chal-
lenge the state’s sodomy law and were
waiting on the right case to do so.

Mitchell Katine, a gay Houston attorney
who represented Lawrence and Garner
along with Lambda Legal, said this week that
the case represented a “perfect storm” with
which to challenge the sodomy law, since that
was the only crime the defendants were
accused of committing,

“It was one charge, which made the case
very clear and less likely to be sidetracked
by some other factor,” Katine said. “That,
and the underlying facts of the case were
so compelling to anyone who looked at
them is what made this the right case.”

But even “the right case” to challenge
the state’s sodomy law faced a difficult bat-
tle in the Texas courts, and Katine said he
was not confident they would win, a feel-
ing he shared with Lawrence and Garner.

Garner and Lawrence were found guilty
of committing sodomy by a Harris County
judge on Dec. 22, 1998, a ruling that was over-
turned by a three-judge panel of the Texas
Court of Appeals on June 5, 2000.

But almost a year later, on March 15,
2001, the full court of appeals reversed the
three-judge panel’s decision — upholding
Garner and Lawrence’'s convictions and
the state’s sodomy law.

After the Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals — the state’s highest court on
criminal matters — refused to hear an
appeal on behalf of the two men in April
2002, Katine and lawyers with Lambda
Legal filed an appeal with the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Road to ‘greater freedom’

“The first true high point was when we
got word from the Supreme Court that they

were ordering the state of Texas to file a
reply to our petition,” Katine remembers.
“That’s when I thought they might hear
our case, that’s when I got excited.”

In December 2002 the Supreme Court
agreed to hear the case, and attorneys
from the state of Texas and Lambda Legal
gave oral arguments on March 26, 2003.

The Texas law was unconstitutional
and should be overturned for two primary
reasons, Paul Smith, a gay attorney affili-
ated with Lambda Legal, told the high
court. The statute violated gay men and
leshians’ due process and right to privacy,
and it violated the equal protection clause
of the 14th amendment because it singled
out sodomy committed by same-sex cou-
ples and not heterosexual couples.

Charles Rosenthal, the Harris County
district attorney, argued that his state has
an interest in upholding “moral standards
for its people,” and that “marriage and
family” and promoting the birth of chil-
dren were all issues that justified the
state’s interest in keeping homosexual
sodomy illegal.

“During the oral arguments the justices
clearly indicated that they thought the law
was ridiculous,” Katine said.

Three months after oral arguments, the
justices announced they sided with
Lawrence and Garner in a decision whose
wording Katine described as “remarkable.”

“When homosexual conduct is made
criminal by the law of the state, that dec-
laration in and of itself is an invitation
to subject homosexual persons to dis-
crimination both in the public and in the
private spheres,” the majority opinion
said. “The offense, to be sure, is but a ...
misdemeanor, a minor offense in the
Texas legal system.

“Still, it remains a criminal offense
with all that imports for the dignity of the
persons charged,” the court said. The
majority in Lawrence focused much of its
opinion on the right of every American to
have “autonomy of self that includes free-
dom of thought, belief, expression, and
certain intimate conduct.”

air, said Rena Lindevaldsen, senior litiga-

tion counsel for the conservative Liberty
Counsel, a Florida-based conservative
counterpoint to Lambda Legal.

But Lindevaldsen downplayed the rul-
ing’s impact on other gay rights cases.

“T'think it was more of a moral loss for
the country than a legal loss,”
Lindevaldsen said.

Fueling the marriage fight

Both supporters and opponents of the
Lawrence ruling cite the case as a factor
that helped fuel the year-long, ongoing
national discussion on gay rights, particu-
larly the right to marry.

Backlash over the sodomy ruling
helped build support for the Federal

- Marriage Amendment, a proposal to

change the Constitution to ban any legal
recognition for gay couples that could see a
vote in the U.S. Senate next month.

Introduced on May 23, 2003, in the US.
House of Representatives, the FMA had
only 25 co-sponsors during its first month,
but gained 50 more in the month following
the Supreme Court’s sodomy ruling.

When the Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court announced in November
that the state’s ban on same-sex marriages
was unconstitutional, Lawrence was the
first legal case referenced by the justices.

“Even if Lawrence doesn’t directly
stand for marriage, it talks about people’s
autonomy in making choices.”

Nevins and Wolfson said the
Massachusetts court relied far more on the
state constitution than on the recent
sodomy case, meaning a pro-gay marriage
ruling likely would have occurred even if
Lawrence was not a reality.

But Wolfson said the argument for gay
marriage is made stronger by the
Lawrence ruling.

“The language and logic of Lawrence
clearly gives us wind in our sails in ending
marriage inequality,” Wolfson said.

Katine agreed. “I believe Lawrence will
be the foundation for the ultimate
Supreme Court marriage case,” he said.

As people wait to see how broad an impact
Lawrence has in the legal arena, the ACLU's
Cooper said the decision “created a whole
new world"” for gays and lesbians, who are
now “dreaming much bigger.”
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0 Sgt. Tommy Bennett

Age: 60

Born: Houston Texas

Graduated: Milby High School in Houston
Status: Married

Kids: One son
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Tidbit: Enjoys his rural property on weekends

with Pride begins long before parade
night.

“He always does things like take mem-
bers of the Pride Committee driving
around the neighborhood,” Brines said.
On those tours, he said, Bennett talks
logistics with committee members.

On parade day, Brines said, Bennett
always shows up at brunch for committee
members and volunteers.

“He gives us a little pep talk,” Brines
said.

Bennett goes over last-minute con-
cerns with the group and lets them know
that he can usually be found near the
assembly area during the parade if he's
needed.

“He’s done a great job reeling in the
protestors and putting them in a little
protest area,” Brines said. “He helps us
out with illegal vendors also.”

Bennett said he tries to keep protes-
tors in one area, and he warns parade
participants not to engage them.

“We usually have some demonstrators,
but nothing has really gotten out of
hand,” Bennett said. He warns parade
participants, “Have your parade and
don’t get in a shouting match with them.”

His observation is that the demonstra-
tors usually stick around for a few floats,
then lose interest and drift away.
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Sgt. Tommy Bennett will oversee his last Houston Pride Parade on Saturday He's retiring from the Houston Police Department. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

Thank you, Sgt. Bennett

The last Pride Parade passes by on Saturday
for Sgt. Tommy Bennett, who will retire soon.

By BINNIE FISHER

As the last Houston Pride Parade float
rounds the corner from Westheimer onto
Whitney Saturday night, the organizers
will say “Goodbye” an old friend and a
parade fixture for the last 15 years.

Sgt. Tommy Bennett, the Houston
Police Department representative who
has helped coordinate security for the

€D more ivro

Houston Pride Parade
Lower Westheimer between
Woodhead and Whitney
8:45 pm. Saturday

event since 1988, will turn in his badge
and gun before next year’s parade. He's
retiring from the force.

“We're definitely going to miss him,"”
said Nick Brines, president of Pride
Committee Houston. “He has been phe-
nomenal.”

Bennett has been involved with Pride
and other parades in the city since join-
ing the Special Operations detail in 1988.

“Probably since the early 1990s, I've
been the one coordinating it,” Bennett
said. “It's one of the biggest parades in
Houston.”

He said he appreciates the fact that
the Pride Committee seems to know what
it’s doing when it comes to planning a
parade.

“It always seems to be well organ-
ized,” he said.

Bennett joined the Houston Police
Force in 1966 and left for a few years to
work with a friend who had started a
business. But, police work was his pas-
sion. He decided his place was some-
where on Houston's blue line.

“It's been a good place to work™ he
said. “I've enjoyed it.”

During his time on the force, he has
watched Houston change.

“It’s grown by leaps and bounds,” he
said.

Bennett said since joining Special
Operations, he's enjoyed the variety of-
coordinating various events in the city.
He may not have realized at first that it
would mean becoming involved with the
city’s Gay Pride festivities, but he said he
has grown to enjoy it.

“It’s been a lot of fun,” he said. “I per-
sonally enjoy going out there.”

Brines said Bennett’s involvement

On parade day, Brines said, Bennett
always shows up at brunch for committee
members and volunteers.

“He gives us a little pep talk,” Brines
said.

Bennett goes over last-minute con-
cerns with the group and lets them know
that he can usually be found near the
assembly area during the parade if he’s
needed.

“He’s done a great job reeling in the
protestors and putting them in a little
protest area,” Brines said. “He helps us
out with illegal vendors also.”

Bennett said he tries to keep protes-
tors in one area, and he warns parade
participants not to engage them.

“We usually have some demonstrators,
but nothing has really gotten out of
hand,” Bennett said. He warns parade
participants, “Have your parade and
don’t get in a shouting match with them.”

His observation is that the demonstra-
tors usually stick around for a few floats,
then lose interest and drift away.

Bennett said he appreciates the fact
that the Houston Pride Committee runs a
clean parade. While he said he wants par-
ticipants to have fun, there are some dan-
gers that he constantly works to point out.

Throwing give-away items, like beads,
from floats is more dangerous than it
appears to be. He said his worst night-
mare is that a child will run out to grab
an item and get injured by a vehicle. With
more than 150,000 people converging on
Montrose on parade night, he said, “Our
biggest challenge is traffic control.”

Bennett said he’s found parade partic-
ipants to be cooperative and Pride
Committee members to be serious about
helping him make the event safe for
everyone involved.

“The folks are super nice to me, and I
treat them with respect,” he said.

Brines concurred, “He’s comfortable
and cool with us,” he said.

When he leaves the force, Bennett
said, he looks forward to spending time
on rural property he owns.

“I've got a few cows out there,” he
said. “If I get the chance, I might do a lit-
tle hunting.”
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Rocky Mountain rhetoric
won't fly for Coors

Coors Brewing Co. has long struggled to distance
itself from the family owners, but now Pete Coors
is running for Senate on the backs of gay customers.

By MUBARAK DAHIR

O PARAPHRASE AN ADAGE,
you can'’t have your mug of
beer and drink it, too.

But that'’s exactly what
members of the Coors fami-
ly, namesakes of the Coors
Brewing Company in

Golden, Colo., are trying to get away with
among gay customers of their company.

Pete Coors, a former chair of the
Coors Brewing Co., is now a Republican
candidate for the U.S. Senate from
Colorado.

Pete Coors has also become an out-
spoken supporter of a federal constitu-
tional amendment to ban same-sex
marriage.

Political analysts watching the U.S.

senate race in Colorado say Pete Coors

— AR e 32y -

of the Coors family. Pete Coors is the vice
president.

Where did Pete Coors and the other
Coors family members on the board of
the Castle Rock Foundation get their
money and power? Through the Coors
Brewing Co.

AND YET, THE COORS BREWING CO.
and the Coors family have gone on a pub-

1Bin malndinmas hlite +n dictanca thamealuaoe

ing back to the early 1970s, when it used
to require prospective employees to sub-
mit to a lie detector test. One of the
questions on the test was whether or not
the hopeful employee was a homosexual.

Outrage over that practice prompted
former San Francisco supervisor Harvey
Milk to kick-off a boycott of the Coors
Brewing Co. in 1974. In 1995, much of the
steam of the boycott evaporated when the
beer maker instituted its much-friendlier
policies toward gay employees.

The company even hired Mary
Cheney, Dick Cheney’s famously lesbian
daughter, to handle gay outreach.

IRONICALLY, AS FORMER CHAIR OF
the Coors Brewing Co., Pete Coors has
taken much of the credit for advancing
the company’s positions on gay employ-
ees. He even claims to have gone out per-
sonally to gay bars to promote his beer
and his company’s more enlightened
outlook.

Pete Coors’ opponent in the senate
race is making much of that history, in
an attempt to tarnish Pete Coors with the
state’s much-coveted right-wing voters.
So Pete Coors is trying to live down his
past, thus embracing the Federal
Marriage Amendment with such gusto.

So on the one hand we have the Coors
Brewing Co. chatting up gays and
extolling the virtues of its corporate poli-

cies toward us. Hey, that Pete Coors guy,
ha ran do whatever he

new (
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By MUBARAK DAHIR

0O PARAPHRASE AN ADAGE,
you can’t have your mug of
beer and drink it, too.

But that's exactly what
members of the Coors fami-
ly, namesakes of the Coors
Brewing Company in
Golden, Colo., are trying to get away with
among gay customers of their company.

Pete Coors, a former chair of the
Coors Brewing Co., is now a Republican
candidate for the U.S. Senate from
Colorado.

Pete Coors has also become an out-
spoken supporter of a federal constitu-
tional amendment to ban same-sex
marriage.

Political analysts watching the U.S.
senate race in Colorado say Pete Coors
took the strong stand that he did — not
just against same-sex marriage, but fully
in favor of an amendment to enshrine the
ban in the Constitution — to appeal to
conservatives who make up a substantial
base of his candidacy.

Pete Coors’ anti-gay stance on the
Federal Marriage Amendment re-ignited
calls from many gay leaders for us to stop
buying Coors beer at gay bars.

Furthermore, a large number of Coors

- family members — who profit directly

from the Coors Brewing Co. — are board
members of a private institution, the
Castle Rock Foundation, which gives
away millions of dollars to conservative,
anti-gay organizations.

This fact, and its consequences, is
even more important for us to consider
than Pete Coors’ anti-gay position on the
Federal Marriage Amendment.

- The Castle Rock Foundation was
founded in 1993 with a $36.5 million
endowment from the Adolph Coors
Foundation. Since then, it has given away
millions of dollars of grants to often con-
servative, anti-gay groups.

According to the group’s Web site,
four out of five of the board members of
the Castle Rock Foundation are members

of the Coors family. Pete Coors is the vice
president.

Where did Pete Coors and the other
Coors family members on the board of
the Castle Rock Foundation get their
money and power? Through the Coors
Brewing Co.

AND YET, THE COORS BREWING CO.
and the Coors family have gone on a pub-
lic relations blitz to distance themselves
from each other. In a nutshell, they each
claim to be independent of one another,
and thus not responsible for the others’
actions or stands on gay rights.

In fact, in early June, the Coors
Brewing Co. issued a letter stating that
Pete Coors’ position on the Federal
Marriage Amendment does not reflect
the corporate values of the Coors
Brewing Co. The letter stated that the
company does not endorse discrimina-
tion against gay, lesbian, bisexual or
transgender people.

In addition, the Coors Brewing Co.
started running full-page ads in gay
newspapers and magazines around the
country. In the ads, humorously head-
lined “Straight talk from Coors,” the com-
pany goes to some length to describe the
positive changes within the company in
the past couple of decades with respect to
how it treats gay employees.

Most notably, the change is reflected
in the company’s nondiscrimination poli-
cy, as well as the fact that the company
offers health benefits to partners of gay
employees.

The Coors Brewing Co. has a long
and tortured history on gay issues, dat-

~ policies toward gay employees. — ‘T"
The company even hired Mary :

Cheney, Dick Cheney’s famously lesbian
daughter, to handle gay outreach.

IRONICALLY, AS FORMER CHAIR OF
the Coors Brewing Co., Pete Coors has
taken much of the credit for advancing
the company’s positions on gay employ-
ees. He even claims to have gone out per-
sonally to gay bars to promote his beer
and his company’s more enlightened
outlook.

Pete Coors’ opponent in the senate
race is making much of that history, in
an attempt to tarnish Pete Coors with the
state’s much-coveted right-wing voters.
So Pete Coors is trying to live down his
past, thus embracing the Federal
Marriage Amendment with such gusto.

So on the one hand we have the Coors
Brewing Co. chatting up gays and
extolling the virtues of its corporate poli-
cies toward us. Hey, that Pete Coors guy,
he can do whatever he wants as a private
citizen, the company seems to be saying;
you have to evaluate us independently, on
our own policies,

On the other hand, you have Pete
Coors, courting conservative voters, say-
ing he doesn’t want homos to get mar-
ried. And all that stuff about the Coors
Brewing Co. being gay-friendly? Well,
he’s his own candidate, he seems to be
saying to the right-wingers. You can't
judge me based on a company policy. I'm
an independent entity.

The doubletalk by both Pete Coors and
the Coors Brewing Co. on this issue
would make even old-time Soviet polit-
buro members proud.

Before you buy another Coors beer,
you may want to ask yourself: Which side
of his mouth would Pete Coors drink this
out of?

. Mubarak Dahir is
editor of the Express
Gay News, a paper affiliated
with this publication, and
can be reached at

mdahir@expressgaynews.com.
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Stonewall came to Houston
on the heels of Anita
Bryant and empowered a
community. Page 3

Five new Grand Marshals
will reign Saturday night
as the Parade rolls along
Westheimer. Page 6

Celebrate Pride with a
Parade and all-night parties
that feature DJs and Grace
Jones. Page 14
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Anita Bryant came to
town and galvanized and
empowered the gay
community in Houston

By BINNIE FISHER

If' God in his infinite wisdom had not
created Anita Bryant, then gay activist
Ray Hill said, “We would have had to
invent her.”

Hill contends that it was the former
runner-up Miss America who galvanized
and empowered a gay and lesbian commu-
nity that did not exist before she traveled
to Houston on June 16, 1977 to sing to a
bunch of lawyers.

Bryant had evoked the ire of gay
men and lesbians nationwide when she
fought against a proposal in Miami,
Florida to add sexual orientation to the
city’s list of protected minorities in hir-
ing and housing.

Bryant organized a group called, “Save
Our Children” to fight the proposal.

At the time, she was quoted as saying,
“What these people (gays) really want, hid-
den behind obscure legal phrases, is the
legal right to propose to our children that
there is an acceptable alternate way of life.”

Fighting the gay rights movement
became her mission. “I will lead such a
crusade to stop it as this country has not
seen before.”

She was right about that.

In Houston in June of 1977, word got
ot that Brvant would be the featured

'What these people (gays)
really want, hidden behind
obscure legal phrases, is
the legal right to

propose to our children that
there is an acceptable

— Anita Bryant

Former Miss America Anita Bryant in 1977
prompted the biggest gay and leshian protest
ever in Houston.

Although no one in Houston threw a
pie at Anita Bryant like the one she
cleaned off her face in Des Moines,

Trma nav moen and lachiane ctanod a

alternate way of life.” -

“1 had never seen that many queers in
one place before,” he said.

Hill remembers that he told the pro-
testors, “Look around because none of
you have seen this many of us in one
place before. Look around and see how
beautiful we are.”

He felt it appropriate to give thanks where
thanks were due saying, “T want to thank
Anita Bryant for bringing us together.”

On the way back from City Hall, Hill
said, the mood was exuberant.

“The trip down had been angry,” he
recalled. “All that anger had dissipated.
Coming back, everyone was in an entirely
different mindset.”

Glancing at the side of the street,
Hill said he saw a pair of blue legs and
blue arms wrapped around an enor-
mous bouquet of flowers. The legs and
arms belonged to a female police officer
who had been handed flowers by the
hundreds of protestors walking away
from the rally.

Hill said he asked her if she was hav-
ing a good time. She replied, “Yes sir. I'm
having the best time of my life.” ¥

June 16, 1977 was a turning point,
Hill said. “That was the night we
became a community. The night Anita
came to Houston, unless you were
there, it’s hard to get a grip on what
that meant to us.

The day before Anita Bryant came to
Houston, Hill said, there was a handful of
organizing gay activists. A day later, he
said, “There were hundreds."”

Bryant emerged from the 1970s in
financial trouble and in ruin as an
entertainer. In recent years, Hill said,
his thoughts toward her have softened.

“We really ought to raise funds and
take care of her,” he said. “She brought
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-up Miss America wno galvanized
and empowered a gay and lesbian commu-
nity that did not exist before she traveled
to Houston on June 16, 1977 to sing to a
bunch of lawyers.

Bryant had evoked the ire of gay
men and lesbians nationwide when she
fought against a proposal in Miami,
Florida to add sexual orientation to the
city’s list of protected minorities in hir-
ing and housing.

Bryant organized a group called, “Save
Our Children” to fight the proposal.

At the time, she was quoted as saying,
“What these people (gays) really want, hid-
den behind obscure legal phrases, is the
legal right to propose to our children that
there is an acceptable alternate way of life.”

Fighting the gay rights movement
became her mission. “I will lead such a
crusade to stop it as this country has not
seen before.”

She was right about that.

In Houston in June of 1977, word got
out that Bryant would be the featured
entertainment at a convention of the
Texas State Bar Association.

A handful of activists (Houston only
had a handful then) decided there should
be a response.

Nationwide, protests were being staged
wherever Bryant went. More than that, since
she was the spokesperson for Florida orange
juice, boycotts of orange juice from Florida
were being started everywhere.

“A day without orange juice is like a
day without sunshine,” Bryant would say
with a smile in commercials to promote

- the product.

Activists in Houston were doing
what they could to fan the flames of
the orange juice boycott, and when
Bryant was to appear in Houston in
person, Ray Hill said it was decided
there would be an organized protest.

As calls were being made and the word
was being spread, the police department
became concerned. A police representa-
tive wanted to know how many protesters
were expected.

Since nothing on this scale had been
organized before, Hill said, he thought
he should estimate conservatively. The
number he came up with was 500,

Conservative may have been an

Former Miss America Anita Bryant in 1977
prompted the biggest gay and leshian protest
ever in Houston.

Gay activists
across the country
wore buttons that pro-
claimed, 'No more orange
juice from the un-shine state.’

understatement. When it was all said
and done, Hill said, “The figure that

- was published at the time was 12,000, so

T'll go with that.” :
The plan was to march from a bar at
MecGowan and Brazos past the Hyatt

Regency, where Bryant was performing, to

City Hall for a rally.
As the crowd swelled, it became
obvious that the number 500 was

. indeed conservative. Police ordered

marchers to stick to the sidewalks on
either side of the street.

“The gay florists had brought flowers,
and they were passing out field flowers
along the way,” Hill said.

At the Hyatt, one column went down
Smith and another down Louisiana, so
that protestors would file on both sides of
the hotel.

“At the Hyatt, some began marching
around the building,” Hill said. “Anita

“hiueTarms wrappea arouna an enor-
mous bouquet of flowers. The legs and
arms belonged to a female police officer
who had been handed flowers by the
hundreds of protestors walking away
from the rally.

Hill said he asked her if she was hav-
ing a good time. She replied, “Yes sir. I'm
having the best time of my life.” g

June 16, 1977 was a turning point,
Hill said. “That was the night we
became a community. The night Anita
came to Houston, unless you were
there, it's hard to get a grip on what
that meant to us.

The day before Anita Bryant came to
Houston, Hill said, there was a handful of
organizing gay activists. A day later, he
said, “There were hundreds.”

Bryant emerged from the 1970s in
financial trouble and in ruin as an
entertainer. In recent years, Hill said,
his thoughts toward her have softened.

“We really ought to raise funds and
take care of her,” he said. “She brought
us together.”

Although no one in Houston threw
pie at Anita Bryant like the one she
cleaned off her face in Des Moines,
lowa, gay men and leshians staged a
protest against her.

AS BIGASTEXAS

was performing in the Afrium. They
couldn’t hear her sing because we were
chanting so loudly” :

Atone point, Hill said, a group of
ACLU lawyers walked out of the conven-
tion in support of the protestors.

When the group had made their views
known at the Hyatt, the marchers contin-
ued toward downtown for the rally. One of  Gay activist Ray Hill was an organizers of the Anita
the speakers was Ray Hill. Bryant protest in Houston.
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For Anna
and Eve

For Adam
and Steve‘

Because in the beginning,

they only had one choice.
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Visit to Dallas is chronicled in Toklas' cookhook

_managed by women, The cooking was
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VISIT, continued from Page 1

writing it in the way that Gertrude did.

Among those many invitations to speak
was one from Dallas, from Miss Ela
Hockaday, the founder and headmistress of
the Hockaday School, to this day among
the most prestigious and elite girl’s schools
in the Southwest. Miss Hockaday invited
the couple to stay at her cottage on the
edge of the school campus.

Very little written history remains
today regarding the visit. Most of what
does appear in print is in the cookbook.

“It was a fresh new world,” Alice wrote.
“Gertrude Stein became attached to the
young students, to Miss Hockaday and the
life in Miss Hockaday’s home and on the
campus.”

Gertrude was taken with Miss
Hockaday’s culinary abilities. Alice noted,
“Miss Hockaday explained that all good
Texas food was Virginian.”

Alice was in heaven when she walked
into Miss Hockaday’s kitchen. “Miss
Hockaday’s kitchen was the most beautiful
one I have ever seen, all old coppers on the
stove and on the walls, with a huge copper
hood over the stove. Everything else was
modern white enamel.”

At one meal, Miss Hockaday served
cornbread sticks, something that neither
of the visitors had ever tasted before.

“The only recipe I carried away with me
was for cornsticks, not knowing in my
ignorance that a special iron was required
in which to bake them,” Alice wrote.

In the cookbook, Alice makes an inter-
esting note about specific restaurants,
allowing for some reading between the
lines. “In Columbus, Ohio, there was a
small restaurant...the cooks were women
and the owner was a woman and it was

they call Stein. She did just that; perhaps a
little more.”

He described her this way, “Dressed in a
mannish blouse, a tweed skirt, a peculiar
but attractive vest affair, and comfortable
looking shoes, Miss Stein appeared much
more of the woman than do the pictures
that currently circulate. She strokes her
close cropped hair with a continuous back
to front movement.”

Stein complained to him that too many
people were living in the twentieth centu-
ry but thinking in the nineteenth century.
The reporter quoted her: “Why, the fact

was evident up at Hockaday (where she
stayed in Dallas), The girls of from four-
teen to seventeen understood perfectly, but
their teachers did not.”

As for Alice, the reporter noted, “Miss
Alice B. Toklas, Miss Stein’s traveling
companion whose title is not “secretary,”
according to the author, was present.
This lady who walked in on Miss Stein
twenty-five years ago and has been with
her ever since, has absorbed much of the
charm possessed by the most famous of
the pair.”

The male reporter was a student at the

' Your Partner

Ribanunk

time, but his name would later become a
household word in. America: Walter
Cronkite.

From Austin, the pair headed west and
eventually, they sailed for France. Among
the many gifts in their stateroom was a
cast iron pan for baking cornbread sticks
from Miss Ela Hockaday.

“It was my pride and delight in Paris,
where it was certainly unique,” Alice
wrote in the cookbook. “What did the
Germans, when they took it in 1944, expect
to do with it? And what are they doing with
it now?”

“%—‘
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Hockaday's ¢ -y abilities. Alice noted,
“Miss Hockaday explained that all good
Texas food was Virginian.”

Alice was in heaven when she walked
into Miss Hockaday’s kitchen. “Miss
Hockaday's kitchen was the most beautiful
one I have ever seen, all old coppers on the
stove and on the walls, with a huge copper
hood over the stove. Everything else was
modern white enamel.”

At one meal, Miss Hockaday served
cornbread sticks, something that neither
of the visitors had ever tasted before.

“The only recipe I carried away with me
was for cornsticks, not knowing in my
ignorance that a special iron was required
in which to bake them,” Alice wrote.

In the cookbook, Alice makes an inter-
esting note about specific restaurants,
allowing for some reading between the
lines. “In Columbus, Ohio, there was a
small restaurant...the cooks were women
and the owner was a woman and it was
managed by women. The cooking was
beyond compare, neither fluffy nor emas-
culated as women'’s cooking can be, but suc-

culent and savoury, Later, at Fort Worth,

there was a similar restaurant to which
Miss Ella Hockaday introduced us.”

After spending a few days in Dallas,
Gertrude accepted an impromptu invita-
tion to speak in Austin.

An editor’s note in the Daily Texan, the
campus newspaper at the University of
Texas noted on March 22, “Gertrude Stein
arrived in Austin unexpectedly last night.
Because of the widespread controversy
over the works of Miss Stein and the
author herself, The Daily Texan sent two
reporters to interview her. The exclusive
interview was granted, and the personal
observation of the reporters follow.”

The female reporter jotted down what
she called “short gatherings,” that went
something like this, “Miss Stein regret-
ted that she did not know about the rodeo
and fat stock show in Fort Worth ... She
agrees that the girls in Dallas are good
looking.”

The male reporter noted, “We imposed
upon her at a late hour last night. She was
cheerful and eager to answer our ques-
tions, to throw a little light on the person

i

Houstsn Reparimarnt of ’

Heaith and Human Services




Scratch Kerry and Carson
Kressley says Dish.
Page 23
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A man of
many fac

Jimmy James brings his one-man,
several women show to Houston.
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By JOHNNY HOOKS

IMMY JAMES LAUGHED
hysterically when asked what his
favorite curse word is. “No one’s ever
asked me that!” James was on the
phone in New York, his adopted
hometown as he prepared to return to
Houston for two weekends at 1415
California. For those not in the know, or too young to have
seen him live, a little history is in order.

A child of the 1970°s, James loved to escape into the
world of variety television. Sonny & Cher, Flip Wilson and

Carol Burnette were just some of the shows that influenced
and inspired him. ;

.
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Jimmy James brings his one-man,
several women show to Houston.

&

By JOHNNY HOOKS

IMMY JAMES LAUGHED
hysterically when asked what his
favorite curse word is. “No one’s ever
asked me that!” James was on the
phone in New York, his adopted
hometown as he prepared to return to
Houston for two weekends at 1415
California. For those not in the know, or too young to have
seen him live, a little history is in order.

A child of the 1970°s, James loved to escape into the
world of variety television. Sonny & Cher, Flip Wilson and
Carol Burnette were just some of the shows that influenced
and inspired him. :

Even as a toddler he was always singing, dancing and
dressing up in his mother’s clothes. His remarkable ability
for vocal mimicry became apparent at a young age.

His first imitation was the distinctive voice of Cher, a
longtime idol of his. With dedicated practice on his own,
James discovered that he could also accurately imitate the
unmistakable voices of Eartha Kitt, Billie Holiday,
Patsy Cline, Bette Davis, Judy Garland, Barbra
Streisand and many others.

Using his own face as a canvas, he realized that like
his voice, his looks could also be transformed.
Noticing similarities in his facial structure with
that of the late screen legend Marilyn Monroe, he
set out to re-create her trademark look and breathy
vocal presence, i

The results of his efforts were spectacular. The
“resurrected” Marilyn was an instant hit at the
drag-shows and dance clubs where he performed.
Through a steady stream of appearances on shows
such as Donahue, Sally, Geraldo, Joan Rivers,
Entertainment Tonight, CNN and Showtime, he
gained national and international exposure. His

Please see JAMES on Page 22

PRIDE, PRIDE AND MORE PRIDE: New nightlife
column details all the weekend's events. Page 21

DIRTY LAUNDRY: ‘Omnisexual’ singer Sophie B. Hawkins
pitched a fit backstage at Capital Pride in D.C. Page 23
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Past Grand Marshals reign at every Houston Pride Parade

From political activists
to drag queens to

bar owners, Houston
honors Parade past

By KAY DAYUS

When the Houston Pride Parade
marches into its 26th year on Saturday,
as always, organizers will honor this
year’s grand marshals and those from
past years.

The names of some past marshals are
easily recognizable, but some are not.

For instance, the name Thelma
Hansel, a.k.a. “Disco Grandma” may
not ring many bells, but it was with
Hansel that Houston began the tradi-
tion of honoring leaders in the gay and
lesbian community.

Hansel was Grand Marshal at
Houston's first Pride Parade in 1979.
Technically, there was a Pride celebration
in 1978, but it was a gathering at the
AstroArena, not actually a parade.

Local long time gay rights activist Ray
Hill, who was Grand Marshal in 1981, said
Hansel got her nickhame because, “She
loved Sunday evening drag shows at the
old Plantation gay bar. They even gave her
her own table.”

“Disco Grandma” was heterosexual
but she had a gay son and, Hill said, she
loved him and his partner and was very
accepting of them. “There weren’t
many accepting parents back then,” he
added. Unfortunately, he said, there
were some who were not happy with
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Houston City Controller Annise Parker, a past parade Grand Marshall, rode in last year’s parade with her

partner, Kathy Hubbard. (Photo by Dalton Dehart)

Thelma Hansel, ak.a. 'Disco Grandma,” began the tradition of

honoring leaders in the gay and leshian community.
She was heterosexual but she had a gay son and, says local
gay rights activist Ray Hill, she loved him and his partner

House Hospice for people with AIDS.

Hill has great praise for her. “She was
an Ivy League graduate and she was hor-
rified by AIDS. She did great sacrificial
work.”

Ruth Wanstrom was female Grand
Marshall along with Hill in 1981.
Wanstrom, owner of a lesbian bar called
the Roaring 60°s, also had a nickname,

e ooy e RS e i s ST e T e L Sl e B T R e B B R

and was very accepting of them.

Houston’s City Council and last year
was elected to the second highest elect-
ed position in the city. Parker reigned
as Grand Marshal in 1990 before she
began her political life.

She was selected because she had
been a gay rights activist at Rice
University and was the founder of a gay
and lesbian group at that institution.
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AS BIGASTEXAS

Court’s decision was handed down just
two days before last year’s 95th
Anniversary Pride Parade, prompting
some parade participants and attendees to
wear T-shirts that declared them to be,
“legally gay.”

Hill, an ex-con, claimed he was false-
ly arrested by Houston Police after he
tried to stop officers from beating and
harassing an African American gay
‘man in the mid-1980's. His case went all
the way to the U.S. Supreme Court
where he won.

In the written decision handed down
by the Supreme Court, Hill was referred
to as a “citizen provocateur,” a title that is
still on his business card today.

Other past Grand Marshals include:
Charles Armstrong, bar owner and busi-
nessman, 1989; longtime lesbian activist
Pokey Anderson, 1984; Nancy Ford,
writer and comic, 1999; and Mela
Contreras, owner of Mela’s bar, and
Rusty Mueller (a.k.a. Crystal) in 2002.
Perhaps the most interesting Parade as
far as Grand Marshals are concerned,
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- For instance, the name Thelma
Hansel, a.k.a. “Disco Grandma” may
not ring many bells, but it was with
Hansel that Houston began the tradi-
tion of honoring leaders in the gay and
lesbian community.

Hansel was Grand Marshal at
Houston’s first Pride Parade in 1979.
Technically; there was a Pride celebration
in 1978, but it was a gathering at the
AstroArena, not actually a parade.

Local long time gay rights activist Ray
Hill, who was Grand Marshal in 1981, said
Hansel got her nickname because, “She
loved Sunday evening drag shows at the
old Plantation gay bar. They even gave her
her own table.”

“Disco Grandma” was heterosexual
but she had a gay son and, Hill said, she
loved him and his partner and was very
accepting of them. “There weren't
many accepting parents back then,” he
added. Unfortunately, he said, there
were some who were not happy with
Hansel as Grand Marshal because she
was not gay.

Nevertheless, another heterosexual,
Eleanor Munger, was named Grand
Marshal in 1988. Munger, who recently
passed away, was founder of Omega

Houston City Controller Annise Parker, a past parade Grand Marshall, rode in last year's parade with her

partner, Kathy Hubbard. (Photo by Dalton Dehart)

Thelma Hansel, ak.a. 'Disco Grandma,” began the tradition of

honoring leaders in the gay and leshian community.
She was heterosexual but she had a gay son and, says local
gay rights activist Ray Hill, she loved him and his partner

House Hospice for people with AIDS.

Hill has great praise for her. “She was
an Ivy League graduate and she was hor-
rified by AIDS. She did great sacrificial
work.”

Ruth Wanstrom was female Grand
Marshall along with Hill in 1981.
Wanstrom, owner of alesbian bar called
the Roaring 60’s, also had a nickname,
“Papa Bear.” Nobody seems quite sure
how she got that moniker.

A name that’s instantly recognizable
is lesbian City Controller, Annise
Parker. Parker served three terms on

Past Grand Marshall Mitchell Katine (center) rode in last year's parade with John Lawrence (left) and Tyron
Garner, the plaintiffs in the historic Lawrence v. Texas case.

and was very accepting of them.

Houston’s City Council and last year
was elected to the second highest elect-
ed position in the city. Parker reigned
as Grand Marshal in 1990 before she
began her political life.

She was selected because she had
been a gay rights activist at Rice
University and was the founder of a gay
and lesbian group at that institution.
She was also active in Houston’s Gay
and Lesbian Political Caucus and
served a term as president. Hill
describes her as an effective politician
who applies her engineering and
accounting background to the structure
of city government.

At least three other past Grand
Marshals have passed away: Eugene
(Gene) Harrington, who led the
1991Parade; Ruth Ravas, the 1988 Parade
Grand Marshal; and Rick Grossman who
reigned over the 1988 Parade.

Harrington, an attorney, was according
to Hill, "A Renaissance man.” Harrington,
along with Hill and three other gay men
ran for Houston City Council on the same
ballot in the early 90’s. It was mostly a
symbolic effort, but Hill said proudly that
he received the most votes.

Trivia buffs will be interested to note
that Hill and attorney Mitchell
Katine-Grand Marshall 2001-have both
been involved in cases that went before
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Katine was the first attorney to take on

the historic case of Lawrence v. Texas,
which prevailed before the U.S. Supreme
court and struck down sodomy laws
across the nation. Coincidentally, the

~ two days before last years 25t T T

Anniversary Pride Parade, prompting
some parade participants and attendees to
wear T-shirts that declared them to be,
“legally gay.”

Hill, an ex-con, claimed he was false-
ly arrested by Houston Police after he
tried to stop officers from beating and
harassing an African American gay
man in the mid-1980’s. His case went all
the way to the U.S. Supreme Court
where he won.

In the written decision handed down
by the Supreme Court, Hill was referred
to as a “citizen provocateur,” a title that is
still on his business card today.

Other past Grand Marshals include:
Charles Armstrong, bar owner and busi-
nessman, 1989; longtime lesbian activist
Pokey Anderson, 1984; Nancy Ford,
writer and comic, 1999; and Mela
Contreras, owner of Mela’s bar, and
Rusty Mueller (a.k.a. Crystal) in 2002.
Perhaps the most interesting Parade as
far as Grand Marshals are concerned,
was last year’s 25th Anniversary
Parade. All past Grand Marshals were
invited to lead the Parade.

Hill described it this way, “We were all
on a big float last year. They recycled all
the old GM’s. There was hardly room for
all the walkers and canes on that float.”

With more than 175,000 onlookers and
125 parade entries, it was the biggest
Houston Pride Parade ever.

The tradition continues Saturday as
the 2004 Grand Marshals: Sonna Alton,
communications director at the Montrose
Clinic; Jerry Simoneaux, an attorney and
president of the Stonewall Law
Association of Greater Houston; Sue and
Jim Null, PFLAG activists; and Randall
Ellis, executive director of the Lesbian
and Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, take their
elected places at the head of the Houston
Parade.

¢ more INFO

Houston Pride Parade

845 p.m. Saturday

starts at Westheimer and Woodhead
www.pridehouston.org

-




1S
il

JUNE 25,2004 11

HOUSTON VOICE  www.houstonvoice.com

The past Grand Marshals reigned over the 2003 Pride Parade. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

Past Grand Marshals of the

Houston Pride Parade have includ-
ed bar owners, drag queens, paliti-

cal activists and heterosexuals

who supported the gay and lesbian

community.

* 2002 Rusty Mueller & Mela Conteras

2001 Dalia Stokes & Mitchell Katine

2000 Richard Weiderholt* & Tori Williams

1999 Nancy Ford & Sean Carter

1998 Bob Bouton & Jackie Doval

1997 Deborah Bell & Jimmy Carper
1996 Bill Havard & Jeanette Vaughn
1995 Suzanne Anderson & Don Gill
1994 Jay Allen & Cicely Wynne

1993 Carolyn Mobley & Brian Bradley*

1992 Brian Keever & Sheri Cohen
Darbonne

1991 Linda Morales & Jack Jackson &
Gene Harrington

1990 Walter Carter* & Annise ParkeR
1989 Bettie Naylor & Charles Armstrong
1988 Bruce Cook™ & Eleanor Munger®

TWeny-five years Of Houston Pride

AS BIGASTEXAS

1987 Persons Living With AIDS

1986 Tony Bicocchi* & Dee Lamb*
1985 Freda Jerrell & Terry Clark*

1984 Rick Grossman & Pokey Anderson
1983 Marion Pantzer* & Walter Stricklar*
1982 Andy Mills & Marion Coleman
1981 Rita Wanstrom & Ray Hill

1980 Jim Farmer* & Ruth Ravas

1979 Thelma Hansel”

1978 No Parade that year.

“deceased

Get away from it all.

Including high gas prices.



al
e

1995 Suzanne Anderson & Don Gill
1994 Jay Allen & Cicely Wynne
1993 Carolyn Mobley & Brian Bradley*

1985 Freéa Jerrell & Terry Clark*
1984 Rick Grossman & Pokey Anderson
; i . 1983 Marion Pantzer* & Walter Stricklar*
Ei?ﬁomsn Nt e (e 1982 Andy Mills & Marion Coleman
1991 Linda Morales & Jack Jackson & 1981 Rita Wanstrom & Ray Hill
Gene Harrington 1980 Jim Farmer* & Ruth Ravas
1990 Walter Carter* & Annise ParkeR 1979 Thelma Hansel*
1989 Bettie Naylor & Charles Armstrong 1978 No Parade that year.

1988 Bruce Cook* & Eleanor Munger* *deceased
The past Grand Marshals reigned over the 2003 Pride Parade. (Photo by Dalton DeHart) i APLIrY

Get away from it all.
Including high gas prices.

Free™ tank of gas when you book a room.

San Antonio _ New Orleans ' Austin
rom rom rom

3995 | 34995 | 33995

- Log on today or call one of our trained hotel agents 24./7.

BEST PRICES. BEST PLACES. GUARANTEED.

800-76-HOTELS [

' Ends 7/13/04. *Restrictions apply - see http:/ /www hotels.com/promotion jsplid=1706 for details.
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2004 is record year for Pride Parade

With 137 entries, the most in Pride’s 26-

year history, the 2004 Pride Parade should
easily roll well past midnight.

Parade entries in order of where they

will appear in the parade are:

016
017
018
09

021
022
023
024
025
026
027
028

nin

‘Pride Committee of Houston - Opening Banner
American Veterans For Equal Rights (AVER)

Pride Committee of Houston - Grand Marshals
Leshian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas

Hanorable Houston Mayor Bill White

Honorable City Controller Annise Parker

Houston Police Department

Honorable US Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee
Hanorable US Congressman Chris Bell

Honorable Texas Senator Rodney Ellis

Honorable Texas Representative Garnet Coleman
Honarable Texas Representative Jessica Farrar
Honorable Houston City Council Member Ada Edward
Honorable Houston City Council Member Carol Alvarado
Honorable Houston City Council Member Gordon Quan
Honorable Houston City Council Member Ronald Green
Honorable Houston City Council Member Adrian Garcia
Bud Light/Silver Eagle Distributors

Houston Fire Department/Community Outreach
American Civil Liberties Union

Unity Through Sports - Texas Style

Spoiled Bayz/M2M Entertainment, [nc.

Chipotle Mexican Grill

Houston Gay and Leshian Parents, Inc.

Montrose Counseling Center

Montrose Counseling Center/HATCH.

JP Morgan Chase PRIDE Team

Bering Omega Community Services

Integrity/Houstan

Asians & Friends Houston

Stanewall Law Association.of Greater Houston

035
036
037
038

228§

043

045

047

049

g5 3

053
054

g8 &8

SRR EREREBES

Community Gospel Church

Parents Reconciling Network

Krewe of Olympus-Texas, Tne.

H Texas Magazine

Liguid

Rich’s Houston

Houston Area Bears

The Houston Voice

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church
DIAGEOD

Continental Airlines

Chances

Houston Transgendered Unity Committee
Guava Lamp

Bunnies on the Bayou

Houston Pride Band

PFLAG Houston

Judge David M, Patronella

0 Houston Nightclub and Lounge
Human Rights Campaign

Berry Hill Baja Grill

Texas Triangle

Ryan White Planning Council

Theatre Under the Stars

KPFT 90.1-Pacifica Radio

AssistHers

DutSmart Magazine

The Houston GLBT Community Center
Immigration Equality

Holiday Inn & Suites Galleria

Leshian Health Tnitiative (LHI)

First Unitarian Universalist Church
Club Xcape

Rainbow Ranch

More Light Preshyterians of Greater Houston
Loafers, Inc. (LOAF)

Houston Women's Festival

Photo by Dalton DeHart

098
099
100
101
102
103

105
106
107
108
109
110

Inergy Club

Halloween Magic

EJs

() Texas Magazine

Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce
Greater Houston Transportation Company, Tnc. ;
104 KRBE

A Common Bond - Texas

ALDS Foundation Houston -
Emerson Unitarian Church

Austin Gay & Leshian Chamber of Commerce

Donald R. Watkins Memorial Foundation/YMSM Program
Jim Dougherty Campaign

126

127
128
129
130
Bl
132
133
134
135
1B6
1B7
138

111 Dignity Houston

112 Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA
113 Alley Theatre

114 Gamma Mu Phi, Inc.

15 GLOBAL at University of
Houston

1I7  The Hates

118  Houston Big Men's Club

119 Gay Men's Chorus of Houston
120 Classic Chassis Car Club of
Houston

121 Houston ANSWER (Act Now to
Stop War & End Racism)

122 HERS. Magazine

123 Pride EMS

124 Elect Peter Brown

125 KB Home

Ron Carter Autoland

Krewe of the Moons of Uranus

Power 975 Radic

“Texas National Organization for Wormen

Starbuicks Coffee Company
Planet Ford

Broadway in Houston

Fanny LaFaye's Burlesque Show
HEB Grocery Company
American Express

The Colt 45'

Rainbo de Klown

Prite Committee of Houston

TaE RusTic MODERN
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009

010
on
012
013
014
015
016
017
018
019

=

BRES

026
027
028
029
030
031
032
033
034

Honorable Texas Senator Rodrey Ellis

Honorable Texas Representative Garnet Coleman
Honorable Texas Representative Jessica Farrar
Honorable Houstan City Council Member Ada Edward
Honorable Houston City Council Member Carol Alvarado
Honorahle Houston City Council Member Gordon Quan
Honorable Houston City Council Member Ronald Green
Honorable Houston City Council Member Adrian Gareia
Buid Light/Silver Eagle Distributors

Houston Fire Department/Community Outreach
American Civil Liberties Union

Unity Through Sports - Texas Style

Spoiled Boyz/M2M Entertainment, Inc.

Chipotle Mexican Grill

Houston Gay and Leshian Parents, Inc.

Montrose Counseling Center

Montrose Counseling Center/HATCH,

JP Morgan Chase PRIDE Team

Bering Omena Community Services

Integrity/Houston

Asians & Friends Houston

Stonewall Law Association of Greater Houston
Maranatha Fellowship MCG

Montrose Clinic, Inc. )

Charles Armstrong Investments, Inc.

Planned Parenthood of Houston & Southeast Texas

050 Houston Pride Band -

051 PFLAG Houston

052 Judge David M. Patronella

053 0 Houston Nightelub and Lounge
054 Human Rights Campaign

055 Berry Hill Baja Grill

056 Texas Triangle

057  Ryan White Planning Council
058 Theatre Under the Stars

059 KPFT 90.1-Pacifica Radio

060  AssistHers

061 OQutSmart Magazine

062 The Houston GLBT Community Center

063 Tmmigration Equality

064 Holiday Inn & Suites Galleria

065 Leshian Health Initiative (LHI)

066 First Unitarian Universalist Church

067 Club Xcape

068 Rainbow Ranch

069  More Light Preshyterians of Greater Houston
070  Loafers, Inc. (LOAF)

071 Houston Women's Festival

072  Miss Camp America Foundation

073  Steve Carbone "Mr. Prime Choice 2004

074 GLBT Pagan Pride Society ?
075 Shell 0l Company tS (Sea Shell Network)
076 GLOBO (Gays & Lesbians Organized by Orgullo)
077 Countrywide Home Loans

078  Wells Fargn Banl

079  Racing Limos of Houstan

080 Texas Gay Rodeo Association

081  KHMX Mix 96.5

082 Statscript Pharmacy

083  Northwoods Unitarian Universalist Church
084 Mortrose Vet Clinic

085 People with AIDS Coalition-Houston, Inc.
086 Houston Comets

087 Empire of the Royal, Sovereign & Imperial Court
of the Single Star

088 Heart of Texas Bears, Inc.

089 Houston Humane Society

090 Westfest Purists Organization

091 Harris County Democratic Party

092 Resurrection MCC

093 Bayou Gity Boys Club

094  Houston Gay and Leshian Film Festival
095 Harris County Libertarian Party

096 Covenant Church

097 AlDSorg

Photo by Dalton DeHart

098
099
100
101

102
103
104
105
106
17
108
109
1o

Inergy Club

Halloween Magic

Els

() Texas Magazine

Greater Houston GLET Chamber of Commerce

Greater Houston Transportation Company, Ine.

104 KRBE

A Common Bond - Texas
AIDS Foundation Houston
Emerson Unitarian Church

Austin Gay & Leshian Chamber of Commerce

Donald R. Watkins Memorial Foundation/YMSM Program

Jim Dougherty Campaign

A HELL LT DTERYE

125 KB Home
126 Ron Carter Autoland
Krewe of the Maons of Uranus
Powrer 975 Radio
~Texas National Organization for Women
Starbucks Coffee Company
Planet Ford
Broadway in Houston
Fanny LaFaye’s Burlesque Show

EEREERBER

HEB Grocery Company
American Express

The Colt 45%

137 Rainbo de Klown

138  Pride Committee of Houston
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1103 W. Gray @ Montrose
713.524.4005 / 713.524.4880 Fax
Monday-Saturday, open at 5am * Sunday, open at éam

It's Only
Paranormal.

And It's the First Domain
Of it's Kind On Earth.

Arcanum One®

‘Thinking Up Good Vibrations.
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The biggest parade ever
and all-night parties say
stand up and be proud

Pride 2003 rode in on the heels of the
landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision in
Lawrence v. Texas, and Pride 2004 sweeps
in at a time when gay men and lesbians
have been legally married on both coasts.

It's time for a celebration, and one has
been planned that starts Friday night and
parties on until the wee hours of the
morning on Sunday.

FRIDAY JUNE 25

Baile 2004, a black-tie gala, is this
year’s major fundraiser for GLOBO-Gays
and Lesbians Organized by Orgullo from 8
p.m. tol a.m. at Guest House Suites/Inn,
125 Airtex at I-45 North. Proceeds will
benefit selected charities. Cost is $20 in
advance and $30 at the door. www.glbo-
houston.org

Fuel: Official Pre-Parade Party

Direct from Miami, Grammy-winning
DJ Hex Hector spins his classic remixes
at the official pre-Parade party hosted by
M2M Entertainment. Justin Stephens
spins downstairs in the Groove Lounge.
Visual stimulation throughout the
evening will be provided by Dynasty in
one of downtown Houston’s most popular
and acclaimed venues. Advance tickets
are available at www.pridehouston.org,
www.ghglcc.org, M2M Fashion at 3400

B el i B RTIALT f i ek G0

Houston's Pride Parade rolls through Montrose starting at 8:45 Saturday night. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

2004 Houston Pride Parade

Houston’s popular nighttime Pride
Parade rolls through the heart of
Montrose in its 26th year. More than 130
parade entries, including floats, marching
units and special appearances make the
parade the highlight of Houston’s Pride
Celebration. The parade can be viewed
starting at 8:45 p.m. on lower Westheimer,

between Woodhead & Whitney www.pride-

houston.org

StarBall Main Event: Official Pride
Post-Parade Party

After the Parade, the festivities contin-
ue with a night of dancing at Club GO.

Mhin nwadictinn b WMOM Pntartainmant

DJ Warren Gluck spins at the official Post-Parade
Party Saturday night.

Mimagty M2M Entertainment nraduces

M{_)d_él, movie star and recording artist Grace Jones
draps i at Rich's this weekend.
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Baile 2004, a black-tie gala, is this
year’s major fundraiser for GLOBO-Gays
and Lesbians Organized by Orgullo from 8
p.m. tol a.m. at Guest House Suites/Inn,
125 Airtex at I-45 North. Proceeds will
benefit selected charities. Cost is $20 in
advance and $30 atcthe door. www.glbo-
houston.org

Fuel: Official Pre-Parade Party

Direct from Miami, Grammy-winning
DJ Hex Hector spins his classic remixes
at the official pre-Parade party hosted by
M2M Entertainment. Justin Stephens
spins downstairs in the Groove Lounge.
Visual stimulation throughout the
evening will be provided by Dynasty in
one of downtown Houston's most popular
and acclaimed venues. Advance tickets
are available at www.pridehouston.org,
www.ghglecc.org, M2M Fashion at 3400
Montrose, and M's Liquor at1232
Westheimer. A portion of the proceeds
benefits the Pride Committee of
Houston. ) y

The party runs from 9 pm.-3 am. at
Boaka Bar/Mercury Room, 1008 Prairie at
Main. Cost is $15 advance and $20 at the
door.

www.pridehouston.org

SATURDAY JUNE 26

Pre-Parade Festival

Join the Pride Committee of Houston
before the Parade and enjoy food and bev-
erage selections at the M2M
Entertainment dance tent that features
Texas DJ talent at Westheimer and
Yoakum. Cabo Mix-Mex Grill will host
VIP bleacher seating for the Parade as
well as a new Pride beer garden.
Westheimer & Yoakum. www.pridehous-
ton.org

Annual Grey Party Pride Parade Launch

Drink specials and Jell-O shots are
highlights of the party staged for parade
viewers to meet before heading to the fes-
tivities. Party is from 5-9 p.m. at O
Houston, 710 Pacific. Donations are wel-
come. www.steelparty.com

Houston's Pride Parade rolls through Montrose starting at 8:45 Saturday night. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

2004 Houston Pride Parade -

Houston’s popular nighttime Pride
Parade rolls through the heart of
Montrose in its 26th year. More than 130
parade entries, including floats, marching
units and special appearances make the
parade the highlight of Houston's Pride
Celebration. The parade can be viewed
starting at 8:45 p.m. on lower Westheimer,
between Woodhead & Whitney www.pride-
houston.org

StarBall Main Event: Official Pride
Post-Parade Party

After the Parade, the festivities contin-
ue with a night of dancing at Club GO.
This production by M2M Entertainment
stars DJ Warren Gluck of New York City
on the turntables and recording artist Pat
Hodges singing her Billboard top 10 club
hits “Love Revolution,” “You Make Me
Feel G-0-0-D” and “Saving My Love.”
Advance tickets are available at
www.pridehouston.org; www.ghglec.org;
M2M Fashion, 3400 Montrose; and M's
Liquor, 1232 Westheimer. A portion of the
proceeds benefits the Pride Committee of
Houston. The party gets underway at 10
p.m. and goes until 4 a.m. at 2001
Commerce at Chartres. Cost is $25 in
advance and $30 at the door. www.pride-
houston.org

SUNDAY JUNE 27

Grace Jones at Rich's

Model, movie star and recording artist
Grace Jones appears at Rich's, 2401 San
Jacinto, starting at 3 a.m. DJ Shawn
Russell spins. Cost is $25 in advance.
www.richs-houston.com

Spoiled Boyz Urban Cowhoyz: Official
Pride After-Party

The party continues from 3:30 -10'a.m,
with the return of DJ Dawna Montel from
Los Angeles and a performance by

DJ Warren Gluck spins at the official Post-Parade
Party Saturday night.

Dynasty. M2M Entertainment produces
this party at Houston’s Opus, 4112 Main
at Prairie. DJ Chris Sill spins in the
Groove Lounge. Advance tickets are
available at www.pridehouston.org;
www.ghglec.org:; M2M Fashion, 3400
Montrose; and M’s Liguor, 1232
Westheimer. A portion of the proceeds
benefits the Pride Committee of
Houston. Cost is $25, and attire is Texas
casual. www.pridehouston.org.

Houston Pride Parade Awards -
Parade weekend rounds out with the
“best of the best” of the Houston Pride
Parade. The Pride Committee will present
trophies to top entries in various cate-
gories, as determined by this year’s inde-
pendent Parade Judges. It happensat 4
p.m. at Meteor, 2306 Genesee, www.pride-
houston.org -

MONDAY JUNE 28

National HIV Testing Day

All day, from 9 a.m.-7p.m. the Montrose
Clinic will offer the OraQuick Rapid HIV-
1 Antibody Test with results available in
20 minutes.

Testing is free, and the clinic islocated at
215 Westheimer. www.montroseclinic.org

DJ Hex Hector spins Friday night at the official pre-
Parade party.

Profiles in Pride: That's Entertainment!

A special showing of “The
Cockettes” rounds out a month of Pride
documentaries. As the psychedelic San
Francisco of the 1960s began evolving
info the gay San Francisco of the 1970s,
The Cockettes, a flamboyant engemble .
of hippies (women, gay men, and
babies) decked themselves out in gen-
der-bending drag and glitter for a series
of legendary midnight shows at the
Palace Theater in North Beach. With
titles like “Tinsel Tarts in a Hot Coma™
and “Pearls over Shanghai,” these all-
singing, all-dancing extravaganzas fea-

. tured elaborate costumes, rebellious

sexuality and exuberant chaos. In their
two-and-one-half-year existence, The
Cockettes created 20 shows and were
featured in four films. They created a
unigue burst of cultural experimenta-
tion and artistic outrageousness that
continues to influence the worlds of the-
ater, music, fashion, gay politics, spiri-
tuality and urban club life. The show
starts at 7:30 p.m. at 1415 California.
www.txtriangle.com
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JOHNNY HOOKS
| Sydney, Australia proved Pride
could rock under the stars,

and Houston makes it happen.

Thanks to the queers down under

WELCOME TO HOVO ON THE GOGO,
your new guide to everything hip, hap-
pening, cool and queer in Houston Gay
and Lesbian Nightlife.

Houston Pride retumns!

CLEARLY THE LAST WEEK OF JUNE
belongs to our community, culminating
with the Houston Pride Parade, America’s
ONLY nighttime Gay Pride

Astrogin at 7:30 p.m. Chances is located at
1100 Westheimer at Waugh. 713-523-7217.

StarBall

AFTER THE PARADE, CONTINUE THE

festivities with a night of dancing at Club

GO, starring DJ Warren Gluck of NYC on

the turntables and recording artist Pat

Hodges singing her Billboard top 10 club
hits “Love Revolution” and

Parade! Sydney Australia, we “ v “You Make Me Feel G-0-O-
thank you. Sydney had the 0 n onthe o wpm-4am, cubco,

good sense to stage its parade
at night, when cool breezes
encourage buff men and
womyn to doff their shirts
and skirts and when drag kings and
gueens don’t melt under the noon-day sun.

So, what to do this weekend?

THE OFFICIAL PRIDE EVENTS RUN
amuck downtown (hmmm though not one
new Gay bar has opened downtown in
years) therefore HotGG recommends lots
of H20-0O as you go this weekend.

FRIDAY, JUNE 26

Fuel

DIRECT FROM MIAMI, GRAMMY-
winning DJ Hex Hector spins his classic
remixes at the official pre-Parade party
brought to you by M2M Entertainment.
Justin Stephens spins dowristairs in the
Groove Lounge. Visual stimulation through-

SESNEL L SIS SRR SR, | SRR T L S U

; 2001 Commerce at Chartres.
L Cost is $25 in advance.
www.pridehouston.org.

SUNDAY, JULY 27

Spoiled Boyz

THE PARTY CONTINUES INTO THE DAY-
light hours with the return of DJ Dawna
Montel of LA and a Pride-raising perform-
ance by dance music icon Dynasty. DJ
Chris Sill spins in the Groove Lounge. 3:30-
10 a.m., Opus, 4112 Main at Prairie. Cost is
$25 advance. www.pridehouston.org.

Grace Jones at Rich's

GRACE JONES RETURNS TO HOUSTON
for her first performance in years. Jones
has often made appearances here, though
many were infamously hours late from
original start times. This weekend at
Rich’s, Jones has a more accommodating
call time of 4 a.m. Sunday: Tickets are $25

arnd arrailahla at Dich's 9401 Qan _Tarinén

Fort Lauderdale Real Estate
ANDY WEISER

Put Coldwell Banker's
Top Producer to work for You

954-560-9667

COLDWELL
BANKERDO

www.AndyWeiser.com
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~ thank'you. Sydney had the HE@Y WY Uil 1880 L.~

good sense to stage its parade
at night, when cool breezes
encourage buff men and
womyn to doff their shirts
and skirts and when drag kings and

queens don’t melt under the noon-day sun.

So, what to do this weekend?

THE OFFICIAL PRIDE EVENTS RUN
amuck downtown (hmmm though not one
new Gay bar has opened downtown in
years) therefore HotGG recommends lots
of H20-0 as you go this weekend.

FRIDAY, JUNE 26

Fuel

DIRECT FROM MIAMI, GRAMMY-
winning DJ Hex Hector spins his classic
remixes at the official pre-Parade party
brought to you by M2M Entertainment.
Justin Stephens spins downstairs in the

Groove Lounge. Visual stimulation through-

out the evening will be provided by Dynasty.
9 p.m. - 3 a.m. at Boaka Bar/Mercury Room,
1008 Prairie at Main. Cost is $15 in advance.
www.pridehouston.org.

110 at Rich's

NOW IF YOU'RE LOOKING TO MAXI-
mize your on the go time, and blow your
mind (he, he) at the same time, look no fur-
ther dahlinks. Rich’s, 2401 San Jacinto,
promises the ultimate Pride Weekend with
Dance sensation I1O plus the one and only
“Miss Grace Jones...Jones.., and the
Rhythm.” IO burst upon the dance scene
in 2001 with their hits “Rapture” and “At
the End”. This is the first stop in Houston
for 11O and is quite a coup for Rich'’s. Doors
open at 9 p.m. www.richs-houston.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 26

Chances

CHANCES BAR OFFERS A PRIME SPOT
to scope out Houston’s Pride Parade. Get
out the bug spray and the beads when
Chances presents an outdoor Pride party
from 2-9 p.m, on the patio facing
Westheimer: Five acts include Sarah Golden
at 3 p.m. and up-n-coming Dallas natives

- —

10 pim.-4 am., Club Gu,
2001 Commerce at Chartres.
Cost is $25 in advance.
www.pridehouston.org.

SUNDAY, JULY 27

Spoiled Boyz

THE PARTY CONTINUES INTO THE DAY-
light hours with the return of DJ Dawna
Montel of LA and a Pride-raising perform-
ance by dance music icon Dynasty. DJ
Chris Sill spins in the Groove Lounge. 3:30-
10 a.m., Opus, 4112 Main at Prairie. Cost is
$25 advance. www.pridehouston.org.

Grace Jones at Rich's

GRACE JONES RETURNS TO HOUSTON
for her first performance in years. Jones
has often made appearances here, though
many were infamously hours late from
original start times. This weekend at
Rich’s, Jones has a more accommodating
call time of 4 a.m. Sunday. Tickets are $25
and available at Rich’s 2401 San Jacinto
or at www.rich-houston.org.

All weekend long

ON PACIFIC STREET THE PARTY

never stops and Pride Weekend is no
exception. JR’s, The Montrose Mining
Company and South Beach will host the
always overflow crowds on Friday and
Saturday nights, before, during and after
the parade. On Sunday night, SoBe pulls
out the big pumps though when the
Future Babylon Tour makes a stop. The
Tour reinterprets what Babylon (the
famous nightclub from the Queer As Folk
television series) will look like in the year
2050; with elaborate visuals, decor and
backrooms - simulating the full Babylon
experience. Also featured are DJ Tracy
Young and RKM, 9 p.m.-5 a.m. Cost is $15
inadvance, $20 at the door. Tickets avail-
able at: JR’s Bar & Grill, 808 Pacific;
South Beach, 810 Pacific; M2M Fashion.
3400 Montrose.

DON'T FORGET THE NEIGHBORHOOD
clubs like Guava Lamp, Briar Patch, EJ's,
Bricks II and the 611 (to name a few) for
even more Pride celebrations. See you at
the parade!

you’ve {:oarro your

pot ‘o golol

1-bedrooms starting at $599!

1 month free with a 13-month lease!
1111 Post Oak Blvd
Houston, Texas 77056
713-877-1982

Mgmt: Greystar * Area: Galleria

2 weeks free with a 6-month lease!

$99 total move-in s-peciaﬁ

g w%w%w

S 3821 RICHMOND AVE @
wwﬁﬁiméresmurcnthouston com
WESLAYAN

LUNCH AND DINNER (ACROSS FROM HISD HEADGUARTERS)
MONDAY TAM - 4PM
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK TUESDAY-FRDAY 1 AM-9PM
SUNDAY BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY 12 PM - 9 PM

WWW PEPPERTREEVEGGIE.COM

(& FOLKS WHO LOVEYUMMY FOODT00)
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* SUMPTUOUS ENTREES
* GREAT LUNCH SPECIALS

« 30 ITEM BUFFET & SALAD BAR
(TIMES VARY)

* VEGETARIAN VERSIONS OF
CLASSIC ASIAN AND
WESTERN DISHES

FREE ICED TEA
FOR VOICE
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Jimmy James: Marilyn only did Marilyn for a decade

JAMES, continued from Page 18

one-man show, “Marilyn and Voices”
which he wrote and produced, was

a worldwide smash and toured for
several years.

L.A. Eyeworks used a stunning image
of his Marilyn in full-page ads that ran
worldwide. The campaign was featured
in the 20-year anniversary issue of
Interview Magazine. By the mid-1990s,
James began to pursue a career as a
recording artist in New York City by
using his own soulful voice.

James took time out to chat with the
Houston Voice prior to his sure-to-sell-out
shows in Houston.

Houston Voice: Hello Jimmy, welcome
back to Houston!

Jimmy James: Thank you

HoVo: Just for the kids at home, let’s
do a little background. You were born in
Texas correct?

JJ: Born in Laredo and raised in San
Antonio...

HoVo: From Texas to Times Square
right?

JdJ: Yeah, (laughs).

HoVo: You've been performing vocal
impersonations for how long now?

JJ: Since [ was a kid really, I can’t real-
Iy put a date on it, but I have been aprofes-
sional performer since 1983.

HoVo: Your photo scrapbook is amaz-
ing! Boy George, George Burns, Eartha
Kitt, Elton John...the list is endless.
What's it like performing for someone you
impersonate, say Eartha Kitt?

JdJ: She has a great sense of humor,
she loved it! It’s such an honor, you
know some of the people I do are dead. I
performed for her, and have been an
hich was a total

gl

e

women of my Apocalypse!

JJ: Ahhh, well I always get nervous
when I do Barbra. The expectation is so
high. If 1 have an off night due to my
vocal cords, weather, fatigue or whatever,
it's tough. Please God give me a voice to
do this tonight!

HoVo: Tell me about this show.
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Jimmy James as Judy, Marilyn & Bette Davis with supermodel Linda Evangelista on a billboard in Times Square.

HoVo: Well you have also added cur-
rent singers to your show, Macy Gray
and Norah Jones. Do you consciously
consider who you pay tribute to or is it
more organic?

JJ: Well, 1 just love them. 1 start to play a
CD at home, then again and again. Then I
realize, you know, I could add this to the act.

T
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€D more InFO

Jimmy James
8:30 pm.

July 2,3,9&10
1415 Bar & Grill
1415 California St.




back to Houston! S

Jimmy James: Thank you

HoVo: Just for the kids at home, let’s
do a little background. You were born in
Texas correct?

JJ: Born in Laredo and raised in San
Antonio...

HoVo: From Texas to Times Square
right?

JJ: Yeah, (laughs).

HoVo: You've been performing vocal
impersonations for how long now?

JJ: Since I was a kid really, I can’t real-
ly put a date on it, but T have been aprofes-
sional performer since 1983.

HoVo: Your photo scrapbook is amaz-
ing! Boy George, George Burns, Eartha
Kitt, Elton John...the list is endless.
What'’s it like performing for someone you
impersonate, say Eartha Kitt?

JJ: She has a great sense of humor,
she loved it! It's such an honor, you
know some of the people I do are dead. 1
performed for her, and have been an
opening act for her, which was a total
thrill! She has a great sense of camp,
really a great lady.

HoVo: Who's your favorite performer
to impersonate?

JJ: Everybody asks me that and it’s so
hard to choose a favorite, because every
person I impersonate I am a big fan of! I
could say Cher, Eartha, Judy, Barbra...

HoVo:You just named the four horse-

Jimmy James as Judy, Marilyn & Bette Davis with supermodel Linda Evangelista on a billboard in Times Square.

women of my Apocalypse!

JJ: Ahhh, well I always get nervous
when I do Barbra. The expectation is so
high. If I have an off night due to my
vocal cords, weather, fatigue or whatever,
it’s tough. Please God give me a voice to
do this tonight!

HoVo: Tell me about this show.

JJ: Well its called “Divas R 4-Ever.”
This is the sell-out show I produced for
Provincetown last year. I loved the show
so much, I didn’t want to return to P-
Town and write a new show, I wanted to
share this one, which is a culmination of
all my years. Although I retired from
dresssing up as Marilyn Monroe.

HoVo: Wait...you no longer do Marilyn
Monroe, your signature performance?

JJ: Ino longer dress up as her. I don't
dress up at all during the show.

HoVo:You wear your Jimmy James
androgynous look?

JJ: I paint my face but I don’t dress in
drag because I want the voices to be the
star of the show! I needed to separate that
entity, the drag, from the vocals because
the vocals are my strength.

HoVo: I've never been comfortable
calling you a drag queen because you
actually have the pipes to back it up!

JdJ: I have nothing against being in
drag! This show is simply about the voic-
es. Getting in drag just...gets in the way.

Over the years, and remember I'm talk-
ing 20 plus, drag blocked my way, and 1
wanted to evolve. Lots of performers want
to evolve. I mean how many years can you
do Marilyn? Marilyn only did Marilyn for
a decade or so. I did her for over 13 years!

HoVo: Well you have also added cur-
rent singers to your show, Macy Gray
and Norah Jones. Do you consciously
consider who you pay tribute to or is it
more organic?

JdJd: Well, I just love them. [ start to play a
CD at home, then again and again. Then I
realize, you know, I could add this to the act.
1 am the ultimate fan of all the performers I
impersonate. I'm selfish. I had Boy George
in my Divas show for years, even when he
was out of fashion, because I love him.

HoVo: Being a survivor in the music
scene for such a long time, what do you
think of Gay TV: “QE4SG,"” “Will and
Grace,” “Boy Meets Boy,” etc?

JJ: I think it’s great! I think we’ll
probably go through a faze where TV
explores us (gays and lesbians) and then
(the TV public) realizes we’re the same
crazy, mixed up, wonderful people, that
straights are.

HoVo:Any TV plans for you?

JJ: My biggest plans involve breaking
into Las Vegas. I am looking to have a real
Jimmy James show in Vegas. I will say
this about the cultural acceptance of
shows like “Queer Eye,” three years ago, I
was considered “too edgy” for Vegas.

HoVo:You were?

JJ: Yes... that no one would want to
see someone who could really sing, with-
out the drag attitude. That was thought to
be a hard sell. Now though, a Las Vegas
producer is traveling to Houston to see my
show and hopefully, it’s gonna happen!

HoVo: What about your thoughts on
Gay Marriage?

JJ: It's not just about having a spouse,

€D more InFO
Jimmy James
8:30 pm.
July 2,3,9&10
1415 Bar & Grill
1415 California St.
113-522-7066

the topic is bigger than what people are
making it. It's about political rights as
well, citizenship.

Straight people refer to their mar-
riages as sacred. Well, what about
Jennifer Lopez, Elizabeth Taylor or
Roseanne Barr? Don't tell me it will
never last. Straights hold the key to it
will never last!

HoVo: A couple of fun questions,
before we go, from the Proust
Questionnaire: What’s your motto?

JJ: My motto? Well I guess after living
in NYC I learned, after meeting so many
different people, you can’t define people
and put them in a box. You can’t say: Gays
as a whole are this way; Jews as a whole
are this way; Hispanics on the whole are
this way. Biggest lesson I've learned.

HoVo: What's your most treasured
possession?

JJ: It would have to be my photo-
graphs. That’s the most special to me. -

HoVo: And finally, Ms. James, what is
your favorite curse word?

JJ: That's so funny! This is what I say
ALL the time: F***ing hell! However way
you spell that!
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