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OutSmart is proud to be your Official Pride Guide once again.
This year, you'll find a rundown of all the activities surrounding Pride—
from official parties to the big parade itself. And we're also giving you
an insider’s glimpse of those who are making Pride possible all year
long. We catch up with two of the parade’s Grand Marshals, Mayor
Annise Parker and Bravo’'s Andy Cohen, and also chat up one of the
pioneers of Pride, Ray Hill. We practice a little Pride Idol worship, as
well as take you behind the glitz to talk with the volunteers who donate
considerable time and attention to ensure that Pride goes smoothly. So
roll up this special issue, keep it handy, and prepare yourself for one of the
biggest Pride celebrations in the country. Happy Pride Month - from OutSmart.

A Letter from the Mayor
A Letter from Pride Houston’s President

OUTSMART’S GUIDE TO PRIDE

Mayor Annise Parker and Ray Hill
Andy Cohen and the Grand Marshals
The Volunteers of Pride Houston

@ PRIDE IDOL 2010

About the Pride Festival and Parade

Pride Sponsors

109| Dine with Pride and Pride Fashion
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WELCOME!

Pride not Prejudice was selected by members of Hous-
ton's LGBT Community to be the theme of 2010 Pride,
and it describes the feeling we all should carry with us
each and every day and not just one day of the year. Pride
not Prejudice truly acknowledges the need for celebration
since the election of Mayor Annise Parker which showed
the world that Houston, not just San Francisco or New
York, can be proud of the accomplishments of their elect-
ed officials, and not be so prejudiced as to vote against
someone because of their sexual orientation. By electing
the first openly gay mayor to a major metropolitan city,
Houston, a city of the South, is the very definition of Pride,
NOT Prejudice.

For over 30 years, Pride Houston has been at the
heart of the local GLBT community to educate and
celebrate the diversity within our city’s large population.
Every year, Pride Houston works with local sponsors and
volunteers to organize and produce a series of events that
cater to and promote Houston's ever-growing LGBT com-
munity. The Pride Festival and Pride Parade are attended
by over 150,000 people every year, making it the second-
largest parade in Houston, and the largest gathering of
LGBT individuals in the southern United States. Leading
up to the LGBT Pride Parade/Festival we celebrate with
Pride Idol and Rock the Runway.

| am honored fo welcome you to the 2010 Houston LGBT Pride Celebration.

It is the organization's goal to create the means by
which LGBT persons can celebrate, commemorate, and
educate our LGBT population. That is something that |
take Pride in!

We have an incredible Pride Festival and Parade
this year—with over 100 vendors and sponsors, live
entertainment and parade floats and marchers galore. |
know | speak for everyone involved with Houston Pride
when | extend a very sincere thank you to all our volun-
teers, board members, sponsors, vendors, donors, and
performers. I'd like to encourage each of you not only to
attend the parade, but also to visit with all of our vendors
and sponsors. It is their sponsorship that allows us to
keep the festival admission free.

| invite all of you to come to the 2010 Houston LGBT Pride
Celebration on June 26 and to renew your commitment to
be your authentic self—to stand up and be proud! I'd also
like to encourage you to learn more about the issues fac-
ing us and get involved—to speak up and be proud!
Each one of us should face Prejudice in the eye and say
that we are Proud to be authentic, | know | am.

Sincerely,
Meghan Stabler
President, Pride Houston

F
Jud

CERTIFIED
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Tax » Audlit » Quickbooks

Non-Profit

Arfa Organizations

Meet your compliance
obligations and plan
for the future!

With over 20 years of accounting experience in the
non-profit sector, there’s no question why Judy Arfa is
the non-profit CPA of Houston.

Judy knows the unique tax laws and complex
reporting requirements that affect non-profits.

Ready to assist non-profit organizations with:
» Fraud prevention e Cash flow managment

e Secretary of State &
IRS 501(c)(3) application

= Grantor required audits

¢ |RS returns & representation

assistance
Call (713) 240-3315 today / |
to schedule an appointment. nrur Distinctive Gifts, Home Decor & More! | ©

Certified
PraAdvisor

Judy Arfa, CPA « (713) 240-3315
www.arfacpa.com » judy@arfacpa.com

QuickBocks
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All gay things to all gay,people
by Nancy Ford '

here’s a reason the gay commu-
gay pride in June.
ars ago, gay, les-
bian, and transgender patrons of
Stonewall Inn, a New York City

ince been

observed worldwide each June. Not content

to wait 'til the end of the month for the Pride
Parade and Festival to get its gay on, Hous-

ton’s LGBT community celebrates all month
with a full roster of events diverse enough to
please nearly any palate. —

Diverse inspiration: Station Museum of
Contemporary Art presents Because e
Are: LGBT Activism through Art, a special
exhibit commemorating Pride and featur-
ing works by Eric Avery, Patricia Cronin,
Daniel Goldstein, Slava Mogutin, and
David Wojnarowicz. (See June 19.)
Picturen: Medicine Man 2 (right) by Daniel
Goldstein, and Being 6 by Zanele Muholi.
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Pride (alendar

continued from page 61

Want some laughter with your music?
Try Bayou City Performing Arts’ concert
with Kate Clinton. Need to talk about
coming out? Try PFLAG's meeting and
book signing with author Daryl Ban-
ner. Need a drag fix? Try PWA Holiday
Charities’ benefit shows. Too young for the
bars? Try the HATCH Youth Prom. Want
to spend some time in the park with your
family? Try Kindred Spirits Foundation’s
first annual Softball Tournament.

Or, to experience the full spectrum of
our rainbow for the ultimate Pride experi-
ence, try them all. We dare you!

JunE 1

JD Doyle’'s Queer Music Heritage Show
focuses on Harvey Milk Music, featuring
songs about the slain gay rights leader,
including selections from The Harvey Milk
Show; Milk, an opera that debuted in
Houston; and even a few songs about Milk’s
murderer, Dan White (with, of course, the
word “Twinkie” in their lyrics). The show
airs June 28, 9-11 p.m., on 90.1 KPFT-FM,
but is also available at queermusicheritage
.com/jun2010.html.

Rainbow splatter indicates
Official Pride Event

June 2

-g-' “Dine with Pride aims to promote and
increase awareness of LGBT Pride at a dif-
ferent restaurant each Wednesday in June.
Benefits Pride Houston. Mo Mong, 1201
Westheimer Rd. ® pridehouston.org.

Acoustic rocker and lesbian favorite
Patrice Pike performs for the happy-hour
crowd. 6-8 p.m. at McGonigel’s Mucky
Duck, 2425 Norfolk St. ® megonigels.com
713/528-5999.

June 3

#8°-Pride Idol, Houston’s LGBT singing
competition, returns for a fourth year with
judges Ernie Manouse, Miss Money, and
Joey Guerra, and host Tye Blue. 10 p.m.
at Meteor Houston, 2306 Genesee St. ®
pridehouston.org.

JunE 4

Revenge of the Village ldiots features
local entertainers. Benefits PWA Holiday
Charities. 10 p.m. at Brazos River Bottom,
2400 Brazos St. ® pwaholidaycharities.org.

JuNE 5

Montrose Softball League presents its
annual drag fundraiser, Jocks in Dresses.
South Beach, 810 Pacific St. ® montrose
softballleague.com.
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Book & Lyrics by
Dan Pruitt

*k ,,_ *

Music by
Patrick Hutchison

Out on record: songs from the original score of The Harvey Milk Show, an original musical by Dan
Pruitt and Patrick Hutchison, is just one source for JD Doyle’s “Harvey Milk Music;” the June theme
of Doyle's Queer Music Heritage Show on KPFT-FM 90.1. (See June 1.)

Lesbian Health Initiative-Houston’s
Spring Rainbow Health Fair offers an
extensive panel of blood sereenings for only
$25 for LGBT women. The fair also offers
information about taxes, living wills, and
related legal matters, as well as assorted
health and wellness education, with free
mammograms and Pap smears available
by appointment. 8:15 a.m.—2 p.m. Legacy
Community Health Services. To schedule
appointments, call 713/426-3356 or log on
to Thihouston.org.

The women of Kindred Spirits Foundation
continue their yearlong 30th-anniversary
celebration with their first annual Soft-
ball Tournament. Bring the family and
sunscreen for all-day food, fun, and softball
watching. 9 a.m. at Memorial Park Fields 4
and 5 * kindredspiritshouston.org.

First Saturday Queer Bingo. Benefits
Houston GLBT Community Center. 46
p.m. at One’s A Meal Restaurant, 815
Westheimer Rd. ® houstonglbtcommunity
center.org ® 713/524-3818.

Houston GLBT Community Center, Hous-
ton Transgender Unity Committee and
Transgender Foundation of America, Q-
Fest, and SWAMP present Prodigal Sons,
a quirky documentary by transgender film-
maker Kimberly Reed. A speakers’ panel
follows the film. 8 p.m. at Rice University
Media Center, Rice Campus Entrance 8 o
tgetr.org.

JunE 6

PFLAG Houston discusses Coming Out
Across the Generations, with author/
musician Daryl Banner selling and sign-
ing copies of his new book, Psychology of
Want. 2 p.m. at St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church’s Jones Building, 5501 Main St. e
pflaghouston.org.

Formerly of The L Word, Leisha Hailey
plays the Free Press Summer Fest 2010°s
main stage with her alt-rock duo, Uh Huh
Her. 2:20 p.m. at Eleanor Tinsley Park,
downtown e freepresssummerfest.com.

Mr. & Miss Tony’s Corner Pocket, a
pageant determining who represents the
bar in the coming year. Benefits PWA —
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wanna go home with

tonight?

i'm the designated driver

IT'S THE ONE PICKUP LINE
THAT ALWAYS WORKS.

Budweiser thanks the 148 million American
adults who have been a designated driver or
gone home with one.* It's an essential part of
every night out. And it's not going unnoticed.
Go to our page on Facebook and help us
show some love to the designated driver.

RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS"

LEARN MORE AT WWW.FACEROOK.COM/BUDDESIGNATEDDRIVER
“PROJECTION BASED UPOM SURVEY CONDUCTED BY

OPINEON AESEARCH CORPORATION CARRVAN' 2008

0008 Arhuser-usch, in,, Budweiser Beer, 52 Louis, M0

OPEN & AFFIRMING
Ty

God is still

speaking,
www.ucchoustonona.info www.bethelhouston.org
www.plymouthunited.org www.fcc-houston.org

“Open and Affirming” means that our churches have publicly declared that “lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered
(LGBT) people are welcome in our full life and ministry including membership, leadership, employment, and more.
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Holiday Charities. 8 p.m. at the bar, 817 W.
Dallas St. ® pwaholidaycharities.org.

JunE B

.'-ﬁf*Pride Parade Mandatory Meeting.
A representative from each entry, inelud- [
ing wheel monitors, must attend. 7 p.m. at l
LGBT Cultural Center, 401 Branard St. e
pridehouston.org.

| June ©

2 -Dine with Pride. Bocados, 1312
| W.Alabama St. ¢ pridehouston.org.

| (See June 2.)

Acoustic rocker and lesbian favorite, |
Patrice Pike. (See June 2.)

LERNER - DALTON DEHART, CLINTON - COUR

June 10

Gy . : o _
-ﬁ Pride Idol. (See June 3.) aLet's Mist

Arts in a s
June 11 |  concert,w
HATCH's 18th Annual Prom, themed Homomot

“Unmasked: A Masquerade Ball for All!”

welcomes LGBT youth and their support- offers wo

ers who may not have had the opportunity and mys
to “gaily” experience their own high school ﬁ’}”mmg :
proms, The dress code includes everything Diversel
from tuxedos and formal gowns, T-shirts Frwy. o d
and shorts or jeans, to costume and drag.

Features a buffet, raffle, and dancing to June 17
Your DJ, OutSmart’s Nancy Ford emcees. fl\”ey The
Free for youth, ages 13-20: $25 for ages 21 |  1ve patro
and older. Benefits HATCH. 7 p.m.—mid- fonnalnce
night at GLBT Cultural Center, 401 Bra- “”I_nphme
nard St. ® hatchyouth.org ® 713/529-3590. prior to ]

Mare Car

Junge 12

PWA Holiday Charities presents Some-
thing Old, Something New, Something
Borrowed, Something Blue, a June
wedding-themed fundraiser. Benefits
PWA Holiday Charities. 8:30 p.m. at e s
Tony’s Corner Pocket, 817 W. Dallas St. ¢ e
pwaholidaycharities.org.

JunE 16

M3’ -Dine with Pride. Benefits Pride
Houston. Niko Niko’s, 2520 Montrose Blvd.
¢ pridehouston.org. (See June 2.)

Qut to Win 2010 fundraiser kicks off
Houston Stonewall Young Democrats’
Capital Campaign. $100 to $5,000 spon-
sorships are available. 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Downtown Club, One Shell Plaza, 91
Louisiana, 49th Floor. houstonstonewall
yd.org/.

Luck of the Draw 9: The Musical. Diverse-
Works’ 2010 Summer Auction “gleefully”
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“Let's Misbehavel”: Dr. Linus Lerner (I) conducts the men and women of Bayou City Performing

Arts in a special night of comedy and music headlined by stand-up legend Kate Clinton (r). The
concert, with whimsical selections like “Every Sperm Is Sacred,” “The Masochism Tango,” “The
Homomotion,” and more, benefits Kindred Spirits Foundation. (See June 19.)

offers works by local and national artists
and music by the High School for the Per-
forming and Visual Arts Choir. Benefits

DiverseWorks Art Space. 6:30 p.m. 1117 E.

Frwy. ® diverseworks.org ® 713/335-3445.

June 17

Alley Theatre ActOUT. LGBT and support-
ive patrons of the theater enjoy pre-per-
formance mixers with music, socializing,
complimentary cocktails, and appetizers
prior to the performance of Boeing-Boeing,
Marc Camoletti’s non-stop comedy. 6 p.m.

at Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Ave. ¢ alley
theatre.org ® 713/220-5700.

Jill Carroll, Ph.D., presents World Re-
ligions: Understanding Diversity and
Claiming Oneness—exploring structural
similarities, central beliefs, and practices of
several major world religions. 7-9:30 p.m.
at ManKind Project Houston Program Cen-
ter, 6950 W. 43rd St.® mkphouston.org.

&3 ~Pride 1dol. (See June 3.)

Family affair: Prodigal Sons, a documentary
by filmmaker Kimberly Reed, is about the
high school reunion of Reed (r) and her
brother, Marc McKerrow. (See June 5.)

JunE 17-189

After much wailing and gnashing of teeth
based on some of the theater’s board mem-
bers’ fear of “perceived negative image,” Ty-
ler Civic Theatre and Project Tag present
The Laramie Project. 7:30 p.m. 400 Rose
Park Drive in Tyler ¢ tylercivictheatre.com
* 903/592-0561.

June 18

Art Show and Sale presented by Te-Jui
Fu and Nurturing Artists Guild. June
18-19; artists’ reception, June 18, 6 p.m.
Benefits the Houston GLBT Community
Center. Xpressit Art Gallery, Houston Gal-
leria 3, 5015 Westheimer Rd., Suite 3480
houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org ®
713/524-3818.

Tyler Civic Theatre and Project Tag
present The Laramie Project. (See June
17-19.)

JunE 19

Waking Up in Vegas Casino Night. Come
as your favorite Las Vegas dude or diva.
$35 benefits Krewe of Olympus. 7-9 p.m.
at Bering and James Gallery, 805 Rhode
Place, Suite 500 ®* mardigrastexas.com.

Because We Are: LGBT Activism through
Art, an exhibition exploring LGBT issues
and struggles featuring works by Eric
Avery, Patricia Cronin, Daniel Goldstein,
Slava Mogutin, and David Wojnarowicz. 7
p.m. at Station Museum of Contemporary
Art, 1502 Alabama St. = stationmuseum.
com ® 713/529-6900. Exhibit runs through
Oct. 17. (See page 61.)

Tyler Civic Theatre and
Project Tag present The
Laramie Project. (See
June 17-19.)

Under the direction of Dr.
Linus Lerner, Bayou City
Performing Arts cel-
ebrates Pride month in a
big, bawdy way with Let’s
Misbehave, a joint concert
with legendary leshian
comedian Kate Clinton.
Both the Gay Men’s Cho-
rus of Houston and Bayou
City Women’s Chorus per-
form selections in addition
to Kate's full comedy set.
Benefits Kindred Spirits
Foundation. 7:30 p.m. at
Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana
St. ® bayoucityperforming
arts.org ¢ kindredspirits
houston.org. —
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Welcome to Creative Life

Join us for explorations into a palpable sense of
the sacred in daily life = metaphysics that's
accessible and real « a welcoming, diverse

community of seekers and finders. Stay proud.

June Celebrations
9:30 and | lam Sundays * 7pm Wednesdays
with founding minister Jesse Jennings
13 Moons of Truth for women
3rd Tuesdays (June I5) = 6:30pm
Forrest Yoga
Thursdays * 9:30am = $15
A Course in Miracles discussion
Thursdays * 7pm
Jami Lula guest musician
Sunday, June 20.« 9:30 & I'lam
Teachings of Abraham discussion
3rd Sundays (June 20) « 6pm
Glorious 4th Dinner & Dance
Saturday night, July 3 » tickets $15
CREATIVE LIFE

@ SPIRITUAL CENTER
Teaching and living the Science of Mind for 25 years
5326 Spring-Stuebner Road in Spring, Texas
exit 70A westbound from |-45, or rake Gosling
south from The Woodlands
creativelife.org * info@creativelife.org
E-mail us to receive our weekly event updates!

Have you seen
Juchanans afe Y

Native Plants

611 East 11th Street, 713.861.5702

huchanansplants.com, Open 7 days, 9-6
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June 19-20

As many as 100 amateur players are
expected to cue up for the Independent
Billiard League of Houston’s 14th Annual
Billiard Open Fundraising Tournament
and Raffle, sponsored by Lucasi Hybrid
Cues American National Tour and Ameri-
can CueSports Alliance. $30-$35 to play.

Benefits Pet Patrol. Slick Willie’s Montrose,
1200 Westheimer Rd. ® hbo.iblhouston.com.

June 20

Celebrate Father’s Day with Daddy of
Montrose contest. Benefits PWA Holiday
Charities. 5 p.m. at Michael’s OQut-
post, 1419 Richmond Ave. ® pwa
holidaycharities.org.

Independent Billiard League of
Houston’s 14th Annual Billiard Open
Fundraising Tournament and Raffle.
(See June 19-20.)

Affirming Ministerial Alliance, which
includes all major denominations

in the Montrose area, presents the
annual Pride Interfaith Service. 7
p.m. at Grace Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 2515 Waugh Dr.  713/528-3269.

DON FLOCODVSHOWTIME  INSET - COURTESY FREE SUMER PRESS

JuNE 23
#57 'Dine with Pride. Laurenzo’s, 4412
Washington Ave. (See June 2.)

June 24

Presented by Theatre New West and
Holocaust Museum Houston, The Lara-
mie Project interviews the townsfolk of
Laramie, Wyoming, following the murder
of Matthew Shepard. June 24—July 24.
Matthew Shepard Foundation founder and
Matthew’s mother, Judy Shepard, address-
es the audience prior to the play, and signs
copies of her book, The Meaning of Mat-
thew: My Son’s Murder in Laramie and a
World Transformed, July 10. Shepard also
addresses Holocaust Museum Houston’s
Max Kaplan Summer Institute for Educa-
tors on July 8. Holocaust Museum Hous-
ton, 5401 Caroline St. ® theatrenewwest
.com ® 713/522-2204. (See page 38.)

Houston GLBT Community Center awards
the first John Lawrence and Tyrone
Garner Scholarship. The scholarship com-
memorates the U.S. Supreme Court’s Law-
rence v. Texas decision in 2003 overturning
sodomy laws in the United States. 7 p.m.
at the Center, 3400 Montrose Blvd. Suite
207 » houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org ®

| 713/524-3818.

Pieszecki in The L Word, |
Leisha Hailey plays the

left) under the moni-

Alice in Houstonland g
pictured here in her ©
signature role as Alice

downtown Free Sum- | = \
mer Fest 2010 with = =~ |
Camila Gray (inset,

ker of her alt-rock
duo, Uh Huh Her.
(See June 6.)

Southern Country Houston celebrates
Pride Not Prejudice with a buffet and free
dance lessons. No dance partner required.
B p.m. at Brazos River Bottom, 2400 Bra-
zos St. ® southerncountryhouston.com.

_#‘Pride Idol finals. (See June 3.)

June 25

Lambda Legal’s Houston Lawrence
Celebration Breakfast honors the first
recipient of the Houston GLBT Community
Center John Lawrence and Tyrone Garner
Scholarship. 7:30-9:30 a.m. at Plaza Club,
1 Shell Plaza ¢ dcoleman@lambdalegal.org.

Auntie Shameka! A “ghetto fabulous”
parody of Auntie Mame. Presented by Vin-
cent Victoria and Larry Banks Productions.
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iand free
required.
100 Bra-
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e first
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alegal.org.

lous”
id by Vin-

toductions.

Through July 18 at Midtown Art Center,
3414 La Branch St. ¢ vincentvictoria
productions.com ¢ 281/989-2347,

Don’t Hide Your Pride party and show
celebrates Pride Not Prejudice. Benefits
PWA Holiday Charities. 7 p.m. at Tony's
Corner Pocket, 817 W. Dallas St. ® pwa
holidaycharities.org.

Rainbow Night at the Ensemble Theater

presents Five Guys Named Moe, featuring
Louis Jordan’s greatest hits. 8 p.m. at the
theater, 3535 Main St. ® ensemblehouston
.com * 713/520-0055.

&3 -Pride Houston Fashion Show and
After Party. 9 p.m. at Guava Lamp, 570
Waugh Dr.® pridehouston.org.

JunE 26
Auntie Shameka! (See June 25.)

#37 "Houston LGBT Pride Festival offers
a wide variety of exhibitors, artists, and
fun. Performers include Chris Watson
Band, Melissa Savcic, Glenn Bryant, Fluff
the Kat, L.A. Santiago, Ariel Aparicio and
The Hired Guns, The Product, and Steven
Binko. Additionally, the festival offers two
special-interest tents. The LGBT History
& Art Exhibit is sponsored by Charles
Botts Memorial Archives and Library,
Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of GLBT
History, Houston Area Rainbow of Collec-
tive History, and Transgender Foundation
of America Archive. Walgreen’s Health &
Wellness Pavilion Testing provides services
and interaction on a one-on-one basis,
enabling many with financial and time con-
straints to get the help they need. Noon-7
p.m. Westheimer Street between Common-
wealth and Yoakum ¢ pridehouston.org.

37 -Houston LGBT Pride Parade, with
the theme Pride Not Prejudice, proceeds
east on Westheimer Road between Dunlavy
and Crocker Streets. 8:45-11 p.m. * pride
houston.org.

June 27

After Hours, KPFT 90.1 FM’s legendary
radio show with Jim Carper, Chris Arasin,
and others, annually airs the dishiest post-
Pride Parade rundown. June 27 (and every
Sunday morning), 1-4 a.m. Episodes are
also downloadable on iTunes and archived
online * kpft.org.

Openly gay saxophonist Dave Koz per-
forms with Jonathan Butler and special
guest percussionist Sheila E. at House
of Blues, 1204 Caroline St. ® houseof
blues.com, —

T &=
B WORKHART
HOME SERVICES

Complete Home & Office Cleaning

713.376.5031

Wield da-Taat=14

The
 Chelses

Grill

Your :
Neighborhood

Grill with PRIVE!

l
( It sa G:eat !:me to Buy’

Lovett Place Condos |
] 'ﬂé 40% Sold
Now Oceupied:
510 Lovett Boulevard.com
$200s—3400s
i 3 Open Sat/Sun 1-5pm
Better Furnished Models
o Homes Rooftop Deck
FALERTAT Gas Cooking
ANDERSON Gym
PROPERTIES A

It’s a Great Time to Sell!

toddpartridge.com suzanne anderson properties
Todd Parltridge..,

Voled Top Realtor by Outsmart Readers

| Two Years in o Row!

NG

TIME 70 CELEBRATE!
OUR FULL SERVICE BAR
IS NOW OPEN!

4621 Montrose Blvd 713.942.9857 www.chelseagrill.com
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Great sax: out
saxophonist Dave
Koz blows into
House of Blues
with special guests
Jonathan Butler
and Shelia E.

(See June 27)

| TAKE THE TEST ...

Pride (alendar

continued from page 67
Auntie Shameka! at Midtown Art C

June 28

JD Doyle’s Queer Music Heritage Show focuses on Harvey Milk Music,
featuring songs about the slain gay rights leader. 9-11 p.m. on 90.1
KPFT-FM e queermusicheritage.com/jun2010.html. (See June 1.)

June 30

Watch your friends turn green with envy when you see Wicked, Broad-
’s production of the award-winning musical prequel
. Through Ju at Hobby Center, 800 Baghy St. ¢

broadwayacrossamerica.com ® 800/982-ARTS.

University of Houston’s LGBT Resource Center celebrates its grand
opening with special guest, Houston City Councilmember Sue Lovell.

p.m. at University Center, Room 279C e facebook.com/UH.LGBT.
RC.

Jury 1

Houston Women’s Music Festival veteran Suzanna Choffel performs
with her band. 7:30 p.m. at McGonigel's Mucky Duck, 2425 Norfolk St. ®
megonigels.com ¢ 713/528-5999.

Jury 10

J89-Pride in the Park. The Houston Astros plays the St. Louis Cardi-
nals with Bayou City Performing Arts singing the National Anthem.
Benefits select LGBT charities. 6:05 p.m. See their Facebook page for
more information. B

i e Al Celebrating

\National

PRIDE

in Our Various

HIVTESTINGDay Lifestyles

Free Rapid HIV Testing

Friday, June 25
9:00 am-6:00 pm

egac-y‘ 215 Westheimer

Houston, TX 77006
Community Health Services (713) 830-3000

legacycommunityhealth.org
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OutSwmarr sits down for a brief chat with Mayor and Honorary Community Grand Marshal ANNISE PARKER and
OutSmart Pride Achievement Award winner RAY HILL to discuss Pride, the past, and their personal present.

Steven Foster talks with the local legends.

Touch (rainbow) pearls and wave: City of Houston Mayor Annise D. Parker leads
the Houston Pride Parade as the first Honorary Community Grand Marshal.

70 JUNE 2010 OutSmart

OUTSMART: Do you remember your
first Pride Parade?

ANNISE PARKER: I have been with the
Pride Parade from the very beginning
when it was held downtown. In fact, there
were a few years that I accompanied Ray
Hill in providing the online commentary.
Actually, in the early days, it was more of a
march than a parade.

RAY HILL: My first Pride “event” was not
a parade but a news conference the last
week in June 1975, called to announce that
this was to be the last quiet Pride Week in
Houston. The following year, 1976, we held
a march downtown, and in 1977 Anita Bry-
ant came to Houston to our warm welcome.

How have you seen the crowd change in
the years since you first participated

in Pride?

AP: Of course the parade is not only bigger
now, but it has also grown into a much
more family-friendly neighborhood event.
Its draw goes well beyond the GLBT com-
munity, making it more of a city parade.
[And moving it] to the evening hours gave
it a completely different feel.

RH: In 1976, the only people to come down-
town to see us was us. We shouted, “Off
the sidewalks, into the street.” The march
began with 60 people and ended with about
200. I counted.

Do you think the younger generation

has a real grasp of the struggle gays

and lesbians have gone through? Or are
Stonewall riots, Reagan-era AIDS denial,
and the like unfathomable to them in the
post-Will & Grace and Ellen era?

RH: I have yet to decide [if this lack of
awareness] is a bad thing. If they do not
know the fear their ancestors knew,

how is that bad?

Annise?

AP: Unfathomable. Not that it is any easier

to be young and different, but it is easier,
and there are many more resources.
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Ray, you’re known for being, well ...
outspoken. What's been making you
really angry lately?

RH: I do not do anger. I never did. I get
seriously purposeful about addressing in-
justice or bullying, but anger is not useful.

What gives you hope?
RH: If you had seen the changes [in the

LGBT community] in my conscious adult-
hood, that is the source of a lot of hope.

No other movement in recorded history
has moved so far in so short a time. But we
had the development of modern media to
exploit in our efforts that previous move-
ments did not have.

Speaking of media, The Prison Show has
been on the air for 30 years. That's a lot
of talking. How do you keep it fresh?

RH: Little did I know that prisons would

grow at the rate they did in the last three
decades. My show has become theater-of-
the-absurd as a result.

You’re working on a play right now.

RH: A Conversation with Myselfis a
single-character performance with seven
personalities: a kid exploring the woods; a
teenage Baptist evangelist; an emerging
young gay guy looking for love; a college
bum/anti-war activist; a convict; a political
organizer; and a radio show host. All in
about 30 minutes. It is a challenge.

What's one thing people would be
surprised to know about prison?

RH: Prison life is 98 percent boredom, 1.8
percent amusing, and .2 percent terror. But
if you are there, it is just another way to live.

Do you think capital punishment in Texas
will ever be a thing of the past?

RH: Executions are the most significant
anachronism in American society. Even
without an organized reform movement to
rid us of it, it will fall “like ripe fruit from
the tree.”

Taste his rainbow: Ray Hill is indisputably the “Godfather of Gay Houston.”
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Pasl the living room you will see a custom paint-
ed formal dining area and wet bar with wine
chiller, the kitchen with staink eel appliances
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master bedroom features a coffered ceiling and
balcony along with a lnxurious master bath with a 6 ft
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stone granite.

Wa]kim?; out the back door to the 2 car detached
garage you will find an additional bedroom with
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Annise, what’s a typical mayoral day like?

AP: Meetings, meetings, meetings, some
public events, meetings, meetings, meetings!

How often do you and Rick Perry talk
on the phone?

AP: We talk about every other month.
He even stopped by my office recently.
We would talk a lot more if there were
to be a hurricane. Otherwise, there's not
much reason for us to talk.

Did Sarah Palin send you an “atta girl”
note after you won the election? You
know, woman to woman?

AP: No, I did not hear from Ms. Palin. But
Senator Hutchison and other Texas GOP
leaders were quite gracious following my win.

Admit it. You're a rock star now. Do you
have any rock star-like riders in your
appearance contract? “No brown M&Ms
in the candy dish ... Hotel rooms must
be all-white with white flowers ...”

AP: I'm just happy to show up.

|  What's one thing you miss about
pre-mayoral life?

AP: Going out without security . . . being
able to be anonymous in the city.

You were in the Art Car Parade recently
with Dan Aykroyd. Did hanging out with
him make you feel more like a Ghost-
buster or a Blues Brother?

AP: Blues Brother. Mr. Aykroyd is a very
nice, laid-back Canadian, not at all like the
wild and crazy guy he has played in movies
and comedy acts.

Now you’re a Grand Marshal in the Pride
Parade. And, God love 'em, that parade
takes forever. It's a long time to be keep-
ing up the smile and the Miss America
wave. What's your pre-parade workout to
avoid carpal tunnel, or worse, some kind
of charlie horse of the cheeks?
AP: Since I have to do it every day, it's not
a big deal. By the time I get to the Pride

| Parade, [ will have had such a workout
that it will be no problem at all.

Ray, what are your thoughts on being a
gay icon?

RH: What I see are the fruits of my lifetime

of effort. I am the gay ex-convict who grew
up to be what his parents wanted him to
be. And my community grew up to be what
I had dreamed it would be.

Steven Foster also interviews Andy Cohen in
this issue of OutSmart magazine,
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often rainbow-c‘é{_ored,
programming on television.

And while far from
Shakespeare, Cohen
i
consistently shakes down
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big ratings for Bravo.
In June, the
‘Watch Wha t Happens Live’
host adds another gig
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“Marshal for Houston’s
anqg__gf Pride Parade
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2010 Honorary Pride Marshal
Andy Cohen

by Steven Foster

have greenlit. Yet, in a shockingly short ing us to Jackie Warner, one of the most

earlier. Programming Executive is
the television industry’s most coveted
position, attracting egos so enormous they

It’s surprising it hasn’t happened

should come with their own Nielsen rating,

or at least viewer warning. But no suit has
ever moved from the boardroom to the liv-
ing room before. Ever. Much less attracted
more viewers than shows they themselves

time, Bravo’s Andy Cohen has done exactly
that. Sure, you can blame him for the re-
petitive manic horror of glorified personal
shopper Rachel Zoe, or for transforming
anal-retentive realtors and screaming
housewhores into TV hardly-stars. Or you
might praise him for the consistent deli-
ciousness that is Top Chef, or for introduc-

complex and gorgeous lesbians on televi-
sion. But whether you think his program-
ming sensibility is as lofty as Sundance,
or so lowest-common-denominator that

it makes E! look like PBS, you cannot
deny his surprising fame—fame usually
reserved for those working in the scenes,
not behind them. For Cohen is now a —
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Bravo's Bard Tr_w was a class act.. Miss it. Look, y
Trio was awesome. I'm so glad you know show. A

- continued from previous page
. , ‘ what that is. A lot of people don’t know what our bes
| AJ S Big?gsr?amgg A star himself, host of his own dishy, boozy, that was. told all
! ' sometimes fabulous talk show Watch What strengtl
Happens Live. And in June he’ll be star- Brilliant But Cancelled [a series that that jus
pick your new ring as the Celebrity Grand Marshal of resurrected favorite, failed TV seri(_es peoplea
-]_J f ( - {, Houston’s Pride Parade. from other networks] was a fantastic [One of
e T Like any celebrity—or, to use the more concept. bringin
¢ ‘ a grating term Cohen & Co. uses for its own We wound up being brilliant but cancelled. we knoy

stars, “Bravolebrity” (note to Bravo: Stop [Both laugh]

it. Now.), Cohen can be cloying at times. Dude,
| His eyes bulge with I'm-on-T'V! giddiness, So Trio went down, and then came the ITam. I’
| the spray tan makes Bravo offer. I'l tell
‘ George Hamilton guaranf
appear albino, and
| when he gushes over Are yoi
a guest, you find [Readin
| | yourself looking for really n
| waders. What saves
Cohen, and gives Who ar
him an undeniable [can'ts:
f charm, is that he is was the
' doing exactly what
..5 most people would do Is thers
in the same situation: ing up
being giddy because Is there
| theyre on TV, primp- ing up i
[ ing like it's a prom, ding. It
: | and kind of freaking of Art,
I | out that, yes, Sarah nights. .
i Jessica Parker is we're pr
| having a cocktail Top Che
i with you in your liv- tion com
ing room. But Cohen greatar
i | is not most people. did for {
{ He has a cadre of as- great. W
. good for our planet... | sistants (before even really e
I good for our body. speaking with Cohen, ¢ Chefle
i | the tally hit three), E My Life,
‘. a Manhattan office 2; Real Ho
{l most aspiring Jerry B ®  new she
| | Zuckers would kill e so fun ;
1|? for, and an iPhone Sex and the Pretties: Sarah Jessica Parker snuggles up to Andy excited
f that has practically Cohen in New York City for Bravo TV's Work of Art: The Next Great
Iy every hot star on Artitst screening event. Letsts
| speed dial. Still, Cohen is both accessible Yeah, le
i and affable. It’s easy to see why celebs fall That’s right. Trio was owned by Universal,
i for him, dropping by (as Neil Patrick Har- and then Universal and NBC merged, and  Greenli
ris did recently) or calling in to his show my boss went over to Bravo and brought me ~ Yeah, n

(as Anderson Cooper does) just to say Hi. with her.

This month, Cohen drops by Houston to
‘ say Hi to us.

And th
Bravo’s created some influential televi-  bloggi
sion. What shows have youbeenrespon-  crappy
sible for from the get-go? I was e-
Top Chef. All the Housewives. Flipping Out.  boss fro
Rachel Zoe. Workout. Basically everything  start bl
over the last four or five years. she said

and let'
The loss of Project Runway to Life- interaet
time hit Bravo really hard, and then episode:
Runway stumbled badly on its new ' really d
network. That had to give you a little  was ove
satisfaction. Lauren

Steven Foster: You got your start at
CBS, right?

Andy Cohen: T was there for 10 years, dude.
I was producing.

Then you were at Trio.

Yeah, I was at a small cable channel called

Trio for about four years, and I've been at

Bravo for just about six years. I think this
| year is my sixth anniversary.
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Look, you never enjoy losing your flagship
show. And I was very gratified that we had
our best year ever after we lost it. What it
told all of us was that we have great bench
strength. And we've got a number of shows
that just do phenomenally well for us that
people are passionate about and engaged by.
[One of Cohen’s assistants enters his office
bringing flowers.] Oh, that’s gorgeous. Do
we know who they're from?

Dude, open the card.

I am. I'm going to open it right now. Well,
I'll tell you who they're not from. A boy. I
guarantee it.

Are you single?
[Reading the card.] Oh, that’s nice. That’s
really nice.

Who are they from?
I can’t say. Wow, these are great. Uh ..
was the question? I'm single, yes.

. what

Is there anything groundbreaking com-
ing up in Bravo’s future?

Is there anything not groundbreaking com-
ing up in Bravo’s future? [Laughs] I'm kid-
ding. I'm really excited about about Work
of Art, which is going to be on Wednesday
nights. And you know this is the show that
we're producing with the folks who produced
Top Chef and Sarah Jessica Parker’s produc-
tion company, and it’s the search for the next
great artist. We're gonna do for art what we
did for food and fashion. So that should be
great. We have a huge summer on Bravo. I'm
really excited about the next season of Top
Chef. I am very excited about Kathy Griffin:
My Life on the D-List. This new season of The
Real Housewives of New Jersey, Bethenny's
new show Bethenny Getting Married? She'’s
g0 fun and entertaining to watch. Really
excited about that show.

Let’s talk about another show. Your show.
Yeah, let’s!

Greenlit for another 22 episodes. Niiiice.
Yeah, niiiice.

And this all began because you were
blogging scoop from the set of a really
crappy show, right?

I was e-mailing kind of dishy e-mails to my
hoss from the set, and she said, “You should
start blogging on bravotv.com.” And then
she said, “You should do a live show online
and let’s see what that looks like. A live,
interactive show.” So we did it—about 40
episodes. And it was really fun and people
really dug it, and I had thought that that
was over. Then almost exactly a year ago,
Lauren [Zalaznick, Bravo's president] —
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Bravo's Bard

‘ continued from previous page

and Francis [Berwick] said to me, “Would
you want to take your online show on-air and
do it on Bravo?” And I said, “Yeah, I'd love
it.” And it did really well. Now I think we're
in our 16th week of our second season, and
they've been testing us out at 11 and we've
been doing very well at 11. I'm so excited that
we actually beat The Daily Show last week,
which was huge for us.

You shoulda popped a big-ass bottle of
champagne for that.
1 probably did.

You’re a big drinker on your show,
aren’t ya?

I am. Whiskey. Whiskey’s my choice.
Maker’s Mark.

You seem to know
everybody. Sarah
Jessica Parker. An-
derson Cooper calls
you out of the blue.
Neal Patrick Harris
just shows up.

Yeah, isn’t it wild?

How much of the
gadfly are you?

Is gadfly a good thing
or a bad thing?

Well...let’sjust call
it a good thing, in
your case.
Well, good,
am one.

then I

HEID! GUTMARBRAVD

You get around.

I get around. I've lived
in New York for 20
years. I have a lot of
friends; I've always ]
been a very social per- o/
son. What's really cool is

that a lot of people that

I don’t know have come by the Bravo Club-
house. Like Tracy Ullman, Rashida Jones,
Jackie Collins, Patty LaBelle. Jimmy Fallon,
who I've met in the hallway a few times, said,
“I wanna come and do your show.” And he
did, and I was just so psyched. In the next
few weeks Sarah Jessica’s coming back,
Jerry Seinfeld’s coming on—it’s just so fun.

You look like you're having a good time
on the show. And this is gonna sound
really shitty and I don’t mean it to be,
but you’ve gotten to be a much better
interviewer.

Oh, t
thinl
thin]

And
Peop
bein;
just]
kind
a goc

New
thro
Fra;
Yes,

The
arot
you
Crai
I'mi
It tou

Sitd
RuP:
chat

Jesu
hav
grag
in b

Wel
Kell
Tha
the

they
WETE
her

like,
out (




e, “Would
on-air and
h, I'd love
1ink we're
iason, and
and we've
icited that
last week,

bottle of

ur show,

y choice.

ravo Club-
ida Jones,
my Fallon,
imes, said,
%" And he
n the next
ling back,
ust so fun.

zood time
na sound
n it to be,
ch better

Oh, that doesn’t sound shitty. I mean look —I
think when I started it I was decent, and I
think I've gotten better.

And people are responding to it.
People come up to me and tell me it’s just like
being at a friend’s house having a cocktail,
just hanging out. It’s old school to me. It feels
kind of “Public Access.” And I mean that in
a good way.

New York Magazine said you were a
throwback, even comparing you to Joe
Franklin. That’s a high compliment.
Yes, I liked that.

There are a couple of pics floating
around the Internet that have gotten
you a lot of attention. You and Daniel
Craig on the beach...

I'm in so much better shape now! [Laughs]
It took those pictures for me to get in shape.

Sit down and make yourself comfortable: Ricki Lake (c) and
RuPaul (r), are among the gay-fabulous guests dropping by to
chat with Andy Cohen on Bravo TV's Watch What Happens Live.

Jesus! I mean, had I known . . . If you could
have known you were going to be photo-
graphed with James Bond, you'd get yourself
in better shape.

Well, you redeemed yourself with the
Kelly Ripa out-of-the-pool pic.

That was another hilarity. They live down
the street from me in the Hamptons and
they’re just so much fun to be around. We
were hanging out and she is obsessed with
her iPhone and taking pictures, and she’s
like, “Here, let me take one of you coming
out of the pool.” And then we did all these

pictures, and she's like, “Can I tweet this?” |

And I'm like, “If you're tweeting this, [ need
photo approval.” So she showed it to me and 1
said, “Alright, tweet it.” So she tweeted it and
we didn’t think anything of it, but then it just
kind of got around. It’s kind of funny.

When I searched, the pic showed upon |

hotdaddy.com or something like that.
Oh, God. [Sadly] I guess I am a Daddy.

You're 38—you’re not a Daddy.
Sweetie, I'm turning 42 on June 2.

Oh, wow. Happy Birthday.
Awww, thank you!

Last questions: So do we have you to

blame for Levi Johnston posing nude?

I take full credit. But I wasn’t entirely

pleased with the results. He didn’t look so

good. He's hilarious on the new season of
Kathy Griffin: My Life, by
the way.

You were at 30 Rock when
Betty White was hosting.
That must have been
fantastic. Such a great
moment.

It was amazing to be there.
When she walked from
the stage to her dressing
room, everyone in the hall-
ways—the entire place—
was cheering for her, and
she was so moved. She and
I did a little skit for Waich
What Happens Live. 1 liter-
ally went into her dressing
room and said, “Here’s what
we're doing.” [ sat down, we
did it one time, that was
it, and she said, “I have no
idea what we just did, but
I enjoyed it.” She was just
hilarious.

So have you been practic-
ing your beauty pageant
wave for the Houston Pride Parade?

I haven't! I'm throwing out the first pitch at
a Cardinals game in St. Louis in two weeks,
so practicing on my pitch is what I need to
be doing.

Because you throw like a girl?
I do. I need to learn how to throw like a boy.

Steven Foster is a regular contributor to Out-
Smart magazine. He also interviews Mayor
Annise Parker and community activist Ray
Hill in this issue.
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NN ROBISON

2010 Honorary Pride Marshal
S a teenager,

I read every Nancy s ¥ : H S . ' by Brandon Wolf
Drew book,” says Dr. Ann U Ve ' o

Robison, Houston's 2010 v SR

Honorary Grand Marshal. / o yie s T '

‘I modeled myself after A '

her. She was a strong young

woman who made her own

decisions, took care of herself,

said what was on her mind, and

solved puzzles.”

7 -.r]!_n\'\
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The woman who represents the
LGBT community's heterosexual
allies during this year's Pride fes-
tivities was born in 1956 and
raised in the small town of
Connoquenessing, Pennsyl-
vania. She was the oldest

child, and has a younger

brother and sister.

Robison graduated

from the University
of Pittsburgh with a
bachelor's degree in

psychology and soci-

er major numer-

ous times. ‘Ive always
wanted to help people—
especially those who have
been wronged through
discrimination or abuse—
and | struggled to find
a bachelor's program
that would help me
find the best way

to do that.”

At one point, she
was enrolled

in a pharmacy
program, but a
tour revealed
drug testing
on animals
that lef't her
sick to her
stomach. ,
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“I got out of pharmacy as quickly as I
could,” she remembers.

After graduation, Robison worked as a
volunteer for six months at the Pittsburgh
rape crisis center. Through the connec-
tions made there, she ended up running a

‘ satellite program for the YWCA for three

years. “I worked with a lot of immigrant
women in the area—Lebanese, Spanish,
Muslim, Asian—from all over the world.
We had classes to help them assimilate
into the local neighborhoods. But we also
had recreational activities—I ended up
taking groups to Frank Lloyd Wright’s
famous Fallingwater house four times.”
Robison was married at the time, and
moved to Port Arthur in 1981 with her
| husband who worked in the oil industry.
She worked as a sexual assault special-
ist in Beaumont for four years, and then

| went to work in Austin where she assumed

responsibility for sexual assault programs
statewide.

Answering a newspaper ad in 1988,
Robison interviewed at the Montrose
Counseling Center (MCC), and has been
the executive director there for the past 21
years. When she first joined MCC, it was
located at 900 Lovett Boulevard. It then
moved to 701 Richmond before finally set-

‘ tling in at 401 Branard.

“I think behavioral services need to
be separate from other health services,”
Robison comments. “Otherwise, they get
lost in the system because they are not big
moneymakers.”

Robison says that in the past, insur-
ance companies were not supportive of

behavioral services because they felt there |,

wasn't a concrete measure of improve-
‘ ment. “But we now have a parity law that
| requires [some insurance plans] to treat
mental health the same as physical health.
This was the work of the late Senator Paul
Wellstone.”
In addition to her bachelor’s degree,
Robison earned a master’s degree at
Lamar University in Beaumont and a
doctorate from the University of Texas
at their Houston School of Public Health.
“But I'm not a good counselor,” she admits.
“My contribution is to run the agency as
best I can.”
The task of managing an agency with
70 employees requires reading e-mails at
| seven o'clock in the morning, and being in
the office by eight. Although she tries to
leave by five o'clock, she says that her job
is an around-the-clock position. “I can get
on the computer at home and meet with
board members, volunteers, and donors.
If I can answer a counselor’s question and
help them move on with their client, I

| want to be accessible.” That accessibility

even reached to China when she recently
vacationed there. Her one guilty pleasure
is having lunch alone and reading the
latest issue of Vanity Fair.

The bulk of MCC funding comes from
HIV grants, but Robison has still been
able to develop new outreach programs in
the areas of anti-violence and senior ser-
vices. The anti-violence program came into
being after Robison learned about a young
man who was set on fire in 1995 in the
Montrose area because he was perceived
as being gay.

The seniors program, known as SPRY,
developed as a result of the late Jack
Jackson. “In his last months, he needed to
be driven to and from dialysis treatments,”
Robison remembers. “He never would avail
himself of MCC’s counseling services, but
when I took my turn driving him to treat-
ments, we talked in the car about how he
was doing emotionally. That was when I
became determined to start a program for
seniors.”

Robison says MCC learned of a senior
gay couple who was living under a bridge,
and brought them in under the umbrella
of MCC’s services. “Some people think
domestic abuse within the gay community
is just two men fighting,” she notes. “But
we've seen people who have been bitten,
battered, stabbed, and shot.”

The first floor of MCC is now known as
the GLBT Cultural Center, and Robison
is proud of the inroads that have been
made in providing meeting space for local
groups. “We have groups as diverse as gay
Catholics, atheists, and leather men.”

Robison has been with her partner
Greg Gladden for the past 14 years. “We've
both been married before, and decided
we didn’t need that.” Gladden is actively
involved in the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) and was the Texas state
president for seven years. “He’s all about
having fun and I'm all about working, so
we offset each other well.”

“TI've been lucky,” Robison says. “The
stars aligned to help me do things to help
people. And that makes me feel good. It’s a
great source of fulfillment each day to see
the people that we’re helping.”

Unfortunately, Robison’s parents
don’t share in her sense of pride. “It took
years for them to visit me at MCC, and
they were very uncomfortable.” Robison
says her mother once asked her what she
had done wrong as a mother because her
daughter wasn’t a church-going Repub-
lican. “I told her it was all those Nancy
Drew books she gave me,” Robison says
with a smile.

Brandon Wolf is a frequent contributor to Out-
Smart magazine. He also profiles Gary Wood
and Carol Wyatt in this issue.
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GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
THROUGH FUNDRAISING

Interview and photo
by Brandon Wolf

“I'm flattered and overwhelmed,” says
Gary Wood, Houston’s 2010 Male Pride
Marshal. “I felt honored just to be nomi-
nated. I never expected to actually win.”

The man who will represent Houston’s
LGBT community during June of this year
was born in 1966 in Huntsville, Alabama.
“My father worked for NASA. He focused
on the development of rockets, and de-
gigned the heating exchange systems for
the Mercury and Gemini programs.”

When he was two years old, Wood’s
family moved to Houston. He has a young-
er sister. An older brother passed away.

“I attended Sharpstown High School,” he
says. “Back then, there was nothing out
there—it was like growing up outside
PA_C of town.”
L A man who has worked all his life,
Wood was hired by Randall’s Supermar-
kets while he was in high school. He
started as a sacker and worked his way
98 up to assistant manager. High school
was a difficult time for him, however. His
older brother was battling cancer and his
beloved stepfather was diagnosed with a
brain tumor. “I immersed myself in my
job,” he says. “I wanted to stay distracted.”

Following graduation, Wood continued
to work for Randall’s. He laughs as he
recounts his coming out: “I had a really
close friend from Randall’s, and we did
lots of things together. One weekend we
rented a condo on Padre Island, playing
volleyball on the beach and doing a lot of
four-wheeling. My friend was a collegiate

wrestler and in great shape. Now and then

we'd wrestle. I walked into the bedroom at 2010 Honorary Pride Marshal

one point, and he picked me up and threw Ga ry WOOd

me on the bed. I bounced off and onto the
floor, and it knocked the wind out of me.

He was terribly worried, but finally I got
Iring my breath back. He leaned down over me
n. and kissed me.” —

vill
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Wood’s friend introduced him to
Houston’s gay community and the Mon-
trose nightlife. “The gay community was a
playground for me back then,” Wood says.
As he approached his late 20s, he became
more serious and enrolled at Sam Houston
State University in Huntsville, earning a
degree in business. Unlike his high school
experience, he was clearly focused and
graduated with a 4.0 average.

H-E-B Supermarkets recruited Wood,
and he became one of their youngest store
directors. He was given the task of build-
ing a new store from the ground up—
ironically, the one located at Montrose and
Westheimer in the space now occupied by
a Spec’s Liquor store. “They didn’t market
wisely to their clientele,” he says. “The
deli was very profitable, but the rest of the
store wasn't.”

Wood says he didn’t have any problem
coming out at work, because one day the
corporate diversity director was vigiting
with him and asked if he was gay. “They
were very supportive, and were the first
big company to enter the Pride Parade.
The first year they drove an enormous 18-
wheeler down Westheimer, to the delighted
applause of parade-goers.”

During his early 30s, Wood began
to get involved in community activities.
He began by joining the GLBT Chamber
of Commerce, and went on to work with
Halloween Magic, Mystery & Fantasy
Ball, and the Krewe of Olympus. He also
became very interested in the annual
Bunnies on the Bayou event, and helped
work a Bunnies tent at the Pride Festival
for a number of years. “Each year we had a
different humorous theme. One year it
was the Foreign Bunny Exchange. I re-
member we had someone in a burka with
bunny ears.”

Several years ago, Wood decided it was
time for a career change, and became a
corporate recruiter for firms specializing
in credit risk and marketing analysis.
Reflecting on the current economy, he says
with a laugh, “They figured out all the
analysis they did was wrong, so now they
need us to correct it.”

Wood met Bryant, his partner of seven
years, at a Madonna-rama at South Beach. |
“That’s sort of funny,” he says, “because
neither of us was really into the bar scene
anymore.” They lived together in a small
bungalow in the Heights, but decided it
was time to move when things kept break-
ing down. “It always cost $500 to fix, no
matter what it was,” he laughs.

The couple designed and built a beauti-
ful new home in the Heights and now lives
there with their three dachshunds, all of
which are “rescue” dogs.

“My partner is a wonderful man and
a great second-grade teacher,” Wood says
with pride. “He is so dedicated, and starts
his day at 4:30 in the morning so that he
can get to school early. He works in a par-
ticularly challenging school and even buys
supplies that the children need.”

Wood’s greatest contribution to the
community has been fundraising for Hous-
ton Pride. “I met Carol Wyatt and was so
impressed with her professionalism that I
wanted to get involved. It’s great that we
will be marshals together this year.”

Speaking about Houston Out Party
and Outreach United, Wood says, “My
partner and I decided to celebrate coming
out. Bryant feels very passionate about
it. We all have to come out in different
ways—personally, professionally, maybe
as someone living with HIV. We face a dif-
ficult time, and it’s emotional. Sometimes
it’s detrimental. We wanted to celebrate
coming out as something positive.”

Wood called on friends to help. The
first year of the Houston Out Party, 85
people showed up, and they raised $5,000. |
The second year, 145 people came and
$10,000 was raised. Last year they had
275 people and brought in $13,000 in three
hours. The funds are donated to local
organizations and for scholarships. Wood
recently founded a nonprofit organization
entitled Outreach United, and hopes to
make Houston Out Party a weekend event
that attracts a national audience.

“Get involved” is Wood’s challenge
to the LGBT community. “You can give
money or time, or just stand in a erowd
and be a number.”

Looking back on his accomplishments,
Wood says that his life has been deter-
mined by his sense of passion. “I immerse
myself in whatever I do. I want to leavea |
legacy of making a difference.” |

Brandon Wolf is a frequent contributor to Out-
Smart magazine. He also profiles Ann Robison
and Carol Wyatt in this issue.
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Carol Wyatt is helping the gay community look
beyond Montrose and organize in the suburbs

new bar, trying to get up the

courage to go inside,” says
Carol Wyatt, Houston’s 2010 Female Pride
Marshal. “I would watch the clientele
going in and out, trying to figure out if [
was going to fit in. It was painful. A lot
of what I do for the community today is
driven by those early experiences, remem-
bering how difficult it was to put my own
social network together. It was so hard to

“ remember so many nights
sitting in my car outside of a

walk into those bars, wishing that some-
one would at least recognize my existence.”
Wryatt, a native Houstonian, was
born in 1956 in Methodist Hospital. Her
parents, Peggy and Ray, raised Wyatt and
her younger sister in the southwest part of
town. Always an athletic person, she loved
to play softball, soccer, and flag football.
“But when I was in school, there weren’t
robust interscholastic teams for girls, so |
only played at the club level.”
After graduation from Westbury High

-

2010 Honorary Pride Marshal

Carol Wyatt

by Brandon Wolf

School, Wyatt earned a degree in advertis-
ing at the University of Texas in Austin.
Returning to Houston, she began working
for Gordon’s Jewelers. To supplement her
income, she worked part-time at a high-
end backpacking store. “I discovered [
liked business more than advertising,” she
says. “So [ went full-time at Wilderness
Equipment and learned every aspect of
personnel, managing, buying, and selling.”
Four years later, convinced that she
enjoyed selling, Wyatt began working in —
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Carol Wyatt

continued from page 91

the telecom industry, setting up PBX
phone systems for clients. When call
centers began to emerge, she entered that
field and has remained there ever since,
helping clients learn how to provide excel-
lence in customer service.

Recalling her early days as a lesbian,
Wyatt says, “I guess I always knew I was
different, but I didn’t have a name for it.

I found my first partner in college, but we
were very closeted. Later I discovered that
ten percent of my sorority was gay.”

When she and her partner split in
1977, Wyatt realized she needed to build
her own social network and turned to the
lesbian bars. “Probably the first club I
went into was Just Marion and Lynn’s,”
she says. “That led me to the Lamppost,
Club 'Amour, Twins, and Bacchus. They
were pretty much dumps. When Kindred
Spirits came along, it was a breath of
fresh air.”

Wyatt hopes that
community organizations
will evolve and become
more relevant to the
younger generation.

Wyatt says that a women’s happy hour
at the Missouri Street Station (now Riva’s)
in the 1980s inadvertently propelled her
into community service, “There was a pro-
fessional women'’s happy hour on Wednes-
day nights. 200 to 300 well-dressed
lesbians showed up. It was wonderful!”
But the bar changed hands, and the happy
hour evaporated.

Years later, she and several friends
were bemoaning the loss of that happy
hour. She suggested they try to organize
another one. “I started sending out an
e-mail blast to about 50 people, working to
build up that group. We started meeting
at Sonoma and then moved to Meteor.”
The original list of 50 lesbians grew to
over 1,900, which she named Social Notes.
Today she has a regular newsletter and a
full website.

Her involvement in Social Notes led
Pride Houston to ask her to be a parade
judge for two years in a row. Eventually,
she served on the organization’s board
for four years—two years as an at-large
member, one year as vice-president and
then a year as president. “During the year

I was president, I spent an average of 50 to
60 hours per week working on the parade,
for five months. I managed 13 standing
committees and over 250 volunteers.”

With an instinctual talent for social
organizing, Wyatt has held a fundraising
Christmas party at her home for the last
10 years. “We usually have 350 people and
have raised about $50,000 over the
past decade.”

In 2009, friends living in the northwest
part of Houston asked Wyatt to organize
a social networking group for people in
their area. “They had the idea, and I
had the organizational skills,” she says.
Named Northwest Corner (“There is life
outside the loop.”), the network has grown
to nearly 500 members and has a website
at nwcorner.org. The group hosts public
events and smaller special-interest groups
such as gaming night, dining out, and bik-
ing. They also take part in the AIDS Walk
and have joined up with tree-planting vol-
unteers. The group is an excellent example
of gay men and lesbians coming together
to socialize.

Wyatt feels that the LGBT community
still isn’t taken seriously on a national
level, and believes this is where our focus
should be directed. On a local level, she
hopes that community organizations will
evolve and become more attractive and
relevant to the younger generation. “We've
moved beyond Montrose into the suburbs,”
Wyatt points out. “That’s why Northwest
Corner has filled a social need.”

“We can each make a difference by
becoming a part of the broader Houston
community. We can be good citizens, good
neighbors, and good friends.” Wyatt also
encourages the community to build social
networking between gay men and leshi-
ans. At the end of her marshal acceptance
speech, she asked people to find someone
of the opposite gender in the room that
night whom they didn’t know, and begin
a C()ll\’ETSatiUn.

Reflecting on her life, Wyatt says it is
characterized by boldness. “I don't hit the
mark every day, but I sure strive for it. No
guts, no glory. When there is a need to be
filled, try something. Your efforts may fail,
but you never know until you try.”

With a last name that is familiar to
Houstonians, Wyatt says there was a
rumor going around years ago that she
was Oscar Wyatt’s daughter. “But I'm
actually his socialite wife Lynn—I just
dress differently when I attend gay
events,” she laughs.

Brandon Wolfis a frequent contributor to Out-
Smart magazine. He also profiles Gary Wood
and Ann Robison in this issue.
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CHARLOTTE JACKSON

(aka “Laura’s Mom™)

How old are you?
48 years young.

If you don’t mind me asking, what’s your
sexual orientation?

The straightest one at Pride, per the kids I
worked with last year.

How did you come to be involved in the
Pride organization?

“To live life to the fullest, you have to do
something for others that can never be re-

OutSmart takes you behind the scenes to meet
some of the volunteers who make Pride possible.

paid.” That’s a quote my son read to me back
in 1997. It is how I try to live my life. I have
a daughter who, at 16, asked if T would take
her and her girlfriend to Pride. I agreed,
with the condition that I could go volunteer.
The rest is history.

What’s your role on parade day? Are
you a whip-cracker for the floats? Pride
guide? Bead babe?

Last year, I worked at Volunteer Central
all day. Wow, what a great job! This year, I
get to do that as well as serve as a “Friend
of Pride VIP Assistant.” [That job title] is
from Frankie [Quijano, volunteer director],
who is the bomb. Hard to imagine that he
and Sarah what's-her-name are both from
Alaska.

What’s the best part of Pride for you?
Getting to meet great people who understand
that life is what you make it. The folks [ met
were 99 percent upbeat, successful, and full
of love. And the worst? Sadly, the only “ugly”
people I saw last year were from churches,
who claim to live by the same Bible that I do.
My girls were out walking at the festival and

saw people handing out material condemn-
ing the festival-goers. One of the girls asked
me, “I wonder, do they go to athletic events
passing out tracts condemning aleohol, gam-
bling, self gratification, and greed?” Seems
like a lot of that happens even at high school
games, but these same people support those
events. When I am confronted by those folks,
I usually just ask, “Is hanging out with hon-
est people more hurtful or more sinful than
hanging out with judgmental folks like you?”
That tends to shut them up.

What does Pride mean to you?

To me, Pride is an opportunity for people
with a common bond to celebrate what they
enjoy: living a life where acceptance is a way
of life. I met other parents who were more
concerned with their children being happy
than with worrying about who their child
loved. I met successful adults who have not
felt love from their families in years, but
feel it from this community. I met talented,
caring professionals who want to be judged
by their character, instead of by their

sexual orientation. continued on page 96
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JASON GALLEGOS

How old are you?
23,

Sexual orientation?
Gay.

How did you come to be involved in the
Pride organization?

I started off in Pride as a volunteer with the
Special Events Committee helping organize
various events throughout the year. It wasn’t
until recently that I was asked to head up the
Parade Committee, and I've been involved
with that committee for four months now.

What's your role on parade day? Are

you a whip-cracker for the floats? Pride
guide? Bead boy?

I guess [ would be classified as the “whip-
cracker for the floats.” Being on the Parade
Committee, it is my duty to ensure that the
contingents are taken care of from start to
finish. Along with many other volunteers, I
help the contingents with setup and departure
to ensure they have a good time, and I get the
message out to the community about what
they are trying to portray.

What’s the best part of Pride for you?

I would have to say the best part of Pride is
the giving back to the community. I sought out
this opportunity to help and be more involved
with giving back. As a volunteer, [ have put
many hours and days into ensuring that
everything runs smoothly and the parade is
enjoyed by everyone who attends, All in all, I
would have to say that it is personally satisfy-
ing to be part of an organization that cares
and is here to help those who need it.

And the worst?

Being part of Pride for almost a year, I have
yet to find anything that I would regret. We
have a great board that is involved and helps,
which is a great thing to have within

the organization.

Give us your thoughts on Pride.

I think Pride is a wonderful organization, and

one that everyone should be involved in. Being
part of an organization that gives back to its

96 JUNE2010 OutSmart

own community brings me great pleasure and
helps me reach out to those who have ques-
tions and need answers.

WENDY CHOPIN

What’s the 4117
39, female, straight, married, three kids.

How did you come to be involved in the
Pride organization?

I volunteered at the festival last year, and
when Frankie asked for people to help out on
the committee, I figured that would be my
best chance of getting a better gig this year. It
was hot last year!

What’s your role on parade day?

Not sure. I will probably be making sure the
boys don't get too erazy, | suppose. Actually, 1
would love to be making the sno-cones for
the volunteers.

What’s the best part of Pride for you?
The members and volunteers of Pride are so
accepting and fun. They accept everyone for
who they really are, and make everyone feel
wanted. Pride, as a group, faces some real
challenges and issues, but knowing that we all
feel the same passion about the rights of each
individual automatically binds us. What's

not to like about people who are being their
true selves—even if it is just for an event, a
meeting, or maybe just an hour—and who are
working for justice?

And the worst?

I live in Sugar Land, and the geographic
distance can sometimes make it difficult to
attend as many events as I would like.

Can you share with us some of your
personal thoughts about Pride?

I think it’s a tragedy that a society so hell-
bent on teaching its children self-acceptance
and the idea that being different [is good]—
oftentimes to a fault—becomes so hypocritical
when it comes to the GLBT community. [ am
involved with Pride because, to me, it is so
important to teach my children that happi-
ness and quality of life should not have a list
of specific criteria. Look, if you are a kind and
compassionate person, why should it matter
who you are sexually attracted to? This life

.ing fun and being who they are. You know,

is about making the most of your time and
talent, and living true to who you really are.
My husband feels the same way that I do.
He is completely supportive of my involve-
ment. And yes, being one of a handful of
straight volunteers does make me feel like
an outsider sometimes, but moving outside
of your comfort zone is never a bad thing.

I suspect that at some point they will stop
asking me why I joined Pride!

L8 ¥ ‘
VENITA “RENE” HOWARD

How old are you?
I'm 39 years of age, and I am a proud, out-
of-the-closet lesbian. A i

How did you come to be involved in the
Pride organization?

When [ moved here from Atlanta, I wanted
to be involved in some Pride activities and
also wanted to meet some people. So I went
online and found Pride Houston. I said,
“Why not sign up?” So [ did.

What’s your role on parade day?

Well, this year I will be there to motivate
and make sure the other volunteers are
comfortable in their T-shirts. Hopefully we
will all be comfortable, because I'm a

big girl.

What’s the best part of Pride for you?
Everything. I am a people person and love
to have fun. But if T have to say one thing, it
would have to be seeing all the people hav-

not having to worry about negative stuff.
We have too much of that, And the worst?
The worst thing would have to be the heat,
which is uncontrollable. And they say the
darker you are, the hotter you are—

so 1 was pretty hot last year. [Laughs]

Any personal thoughts on Pride?

If you have never experienced Pride, then
you are surely missing a treat. No mat-

ter if you are gay, bi, lesbian, or straight,
it’s something for everyone to get involved
in. And Pride is not just one day. They have
activities all year, and I'm glad for that
because I get to see all the people who [ met
and who are so special to me all year long.

continued on page 98
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THAO CAO
How old are you?
I'm currently 20 years old.

Are you gay, straight, or bi?

Gay.

How did you come to be involved in Pride?
I became involved with the Pride organiza-
tion [after] finding Pride Houston on Google,
because I wanted to make a difference as a
member of the GLBT community.

What'’s your role on parade day?

To direct volunteers to their designated des-
tinations, and to pass out refreshments and
name tags to volunteers.

What’s the best part of Pride for you?

I would say the best part of the Pride Parade
and Festival would be the variety of people 1
met and befriended, [and seeing] the success
that the GLBT community has had in the
Houston area.

And the worst?
I would have to say the sun. Its scorching rays
make you want to faint from dehydration.

ANDREA (UNDREA)
JOHNSON

How old are you?
I am a 23-year-young female who is a lesbian!
Gotta love the ladies!

How did you come to be involved in the
Pride organization?
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I went on the Pride website to find out about
the parade, saw they needed volunteers, and
signed up.

What's your role on parade day?
I am taking on the role of Parade Dispatcher.

What's the best part of Pride for you?
The best part of Pride for me is networking. [
have an interest in people and cultures, so to
be in a position where I get to meet new faces
and experience new people is always a reward
for me!

And the worst?

The worst part is that it's only two days.

Can you give us your thoughts on Pride?
The Houston GLBT community is lucky to
have an organization such as Pride Houston.
A lot of people aren’t aware of the organiza-
tion and the resources that they offer. It is a
wonderful organization to be a part of, to raise
awareness for, and to support. I'm glad to be a
part of it, and encourage everyone to get active
and to always show pride—not prejudice.

PAUL ALLEN

How old are you?

26.

Are you gay, bisexual, or straight?

Gay.

How did you come to be involved in the
Pride organization?

I was looking for a way to meet more gay
people [that didn’t involve going to bars]. I also
like getting involved in the community.

What’s your role on parade day?

Paul Allen: My big role is to go around and
make sure all the volunteers are happy, and
that all their needs are being met. [ guess I
also have to make sure that people are getting
the job done, and not slacking off too much.

What’s the best part of Pride for you?
Getting to meet and work with other members
of the community.

And the worst?
Fundraising.

Any other thoughts about Pride?

1 think that Pride Houston is a wonderful
organization. I think that it helps people come
out and be who they are. It also helps people

realize that there are other people out there
who are just like them. It involves a lot of
hard work and many, many hours, but I
really believe it is worth it, and that we

are helping people.

AARON PARRISH

How old are you?

26.

What’s your sexual orientation?

Gay. ‘
How did you come to be involved in the
Pride organization?

I volunteered for the Pride Festival in 2009.
[ enjoyed it so much that [ made it known [
wanted to be more involved in 2010.

What’s your role on parade day?

I will be handling the festival as the
Celebration Chair. It is a big job, but it's
going to be fun.

What’s the best part of Pride for you?
The best part of Pride is being able to give
back to the community. I have also met many
great friends and networked with other indi-
viduals since getting involved. There is a lot
of hard work, but it is fun and it will pay off,
I am looking forward to the big weekend. We
have a lot of exciting things planned for the
parade and festival. I would encourage every-
one to come early to the festival to visit the
businesses who support our community.

And the worst?
The heat! As a pale white boy, it is going to be

., rough. Last year I was very red after my short

six-hour shift. Let’s see what I look like after
an entire day in the sun.

Give us your thoughts on Pride.

I would encourage anyone who is looking for
volunteer opportunities to contact Pride Hous-
ton. Our organization is built on a non-hiased
philosophy. We do not care about politics,
religion, or anything else that may distinguish
one individual from another. Pride is about
celebrating each person’s individuality. Join us
today and give back to the community, meet
new friends, and have a great time!

Steven Foster is a regular contributor to
OutSmart magazine. He also interviewed
Andy Cohen in this issue.
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PRIDE IDOL CONTESTANTS 2010

Top row, from left: Laz Estrada, Aike Jamal, Freddy Cauley, Clay Hardy, Jay Arseno and Alfin
Nadjib. Bottom row, from left: Nina Lombardo, Ashley Hennessy, Britini Jackson, Jazsmine

Joseph and Nawale Moufkir.

Houston’s stylishly retro nightclub.

The stage is set, every seat is taken,
and fans display huge placards champion-
ing their favorite performers. The judges
are on the dais, and Montrose’s version of

It‘s 9:45 p.m. on a Thursday at Meteor,

homo harmonics, Houston Pride Idol, is
about to begin.

The man at the helm of these musi-
cal maneuvers is Ernie Manouse, vice
president of Pride Houston and one of the
judges for the competition. Having hosted
Houston's annual Gay Pride celebration for
the last decade, the Pride Idol gig was a
natural fit for Manouse, who is Houston's
Emmy Award-winning media star and host
of InnerVIEWS with Ernie Manouse on
local PBS affiliate Channel 8.

“Last year, the Pride committee asked
us if we wanted to manage the Idol show in
its entirety,” Manouse said. “We saw this
as an opportunity to expand this event,
and did so by relocating it to Meteor. This
allowed us to get the contest in front of
a larger audience in a venue where the
sound system, staging, and audience space
are great. Currently the competition is
in its second week, and there has been
tremendous interest locally and throughout
the state.”

In a process similar to that of its
network namesake, open auditions, where

contestants perform a preliminary audi-
tion, are held each spring. Judges choose
the finalists, whose ranks are thinned

on successive Thursday evenings leading
up to the June Pride celebration. During
those evenings, the contestants perform
for the audience and are critiqued by the
judges. The audience is then asked to text
in their favorites—input that accounts for
25 percent of their total score. The winner
receives a surprisingly substantial prize
package that includes, cash, sponsored
performances, recording time, and a
vacation cruise.

“Idol is in its fourth year,” Manouse
said. “I came in as a judge around the
time the show began.” Manouse shares
his responsibilities with two other judges,
Joey Guerra, award-winning critic from the
Houston Chronicle, and local music pro-
ducer and Internet radio host Miss Money.

The judging for Pride Idol is a some-
what kinder, gentler version of the
critiquing that occurs on the gargantuanly
popular network version. However, Man-
ouse admits to being “the Simon Cowell
of the panel. I think of myself as trying to
give the participants honest feedback. Be-
ing from a media background, I look at the
total presentation offered onstage.”

Most of the time, the judges seem to
recognize many of the same attributes or

in Performance
Competition

deficits that contestants possess. However,
according to Manouse, no particular out-
come is guaranteed. “Singers can perform
well one week and then fall apart the next.”
Fellow judge Guerra concurs: “One of the
difficult aspects of this is that sometimes
contestants go home for the wrong reasons.
This competition doesn’t always reward
the best talent; if someone has a bad night,
they’re done. If they make a bad song selec-
tion, they may be eliminated. Also, even if
the judges score a singer favorably, if the
audience score is low, that percentage is

so significant that it can make or break a
performer.”

Guest judge Miss Money offers the
most upbeat assessment of Pride Idol: “I
love seeing new young talent. A lot of these
singers are from the GLBT community and
they are trying to find their own way in the
world, musically and otherwise. Here, they
can find complete acceptance and support.”

In spite of the competitive aspect of the
evening, those involved really try to keep
it from getting too serious. Tye Blue, the
show’s lanky and gregarious host, serves
as emcee and ego booster to the singers. “I
try to keep up the pace of the show, keep
it light and fun, and foster an encouraging
atmosphere throughout the evening.”

Given Pride Idol’s success, Manouse is
looking toward the future. “We are packing
them in every Thursday. If we outgrow our
current space, we can move right down the
street to South Beach. But at this time,
Meteor is an excellent location for us.”

Meteor: 2306 Genesee Street,
713/521-0123 » meteorhouston.com

For more information on the Houston Pride
Idol competition, visit houstonpride.org
and click on Events.

Rich Arenschieldt profiled Holland Taylor in the
May issue of OutSmart magazine.
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FESTIVAL PRIDE Houston PARADE

www.pridehouston.org

June 26, 2010

Tpm — 8pm 8:45pm — 11pm

L0 0L0Z ANNC HeWwsIng




OUT IN HOUSTON

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Judge Barbara Hartle and partner Vallarie Fisher with Terry E. Allen, Eric Edwards, Laura Gray, Dane Babbitt, Phillip Duggins, Keslie
grandchildren Dylan and Kyra at Hartle's swearing-in by Delka at the Masquerade Theatre, April 10.
Mayor Annise Parker, May 5.

Honorary Chairs Brian Hiavinka and Tammi Wallace at Saks Fifth Avenue honored the Dianas on April 9, with Diana Foundation members Brandon Wolf,
the “Wonka"-themed Soireé Pelouse Ill, May 16. John Heinzerling, Terry Zmyslo, and Brian Teichman attending.
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lohan Everstijn, Shelley D. Smith, Tina Berry, and Roland Strobel at Act  Clint Langford, Michael Fernandes, Stephanie Johnson, Paul Pettie, and Matthew
Out, featuring Harvey, at the Alley Theatre, April 29. Jones at the Houston Business Journal's “40 Under 40" celebration, May 20.
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Misty Blue (bottom row, second from left) and her AIDS Walk team at Riva's during AIDS Foundation Houston's Dining Out for Life, April 29.
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