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M A R T

Alan Bourgeois
talks candidly
about his past,

his hopes,
his dreams

by Olivia Torre and Janice Stensrude

n June 1978, Houston gays and lesbians con-
gregated for intensive discussions. Proposals

and ideas from this gathering, known as Town
Meeting I, matured into important institutions in
our community—the Gay and Lesbian Switchboard,
Montrose Counseling Center, Montrose Clinic, Gay
and Lesbian Hispanic Unidos, Montrose Sports As-
sociation, and the first neighborhood safety patrol.
Fifteen months ago, Town Meeting II began to
take form. Now called Spectrum ’95, the event has

grown to include not only an all-day Town Meeting,

but also a concert, two CD releases, a business expo,
and an art exhibit.

Alan Bourgeois, the driving force behind Spec-
trum ’95, by all accounts, is a visionary. “Knowing
that I was actually gonna see this succeed,” Bour-
geois told OutSmart, “I had to devote 100% of my
life to it. I gave up my car, and I hocked just about
everything I own. However, if this goes according to
plan, especially with the way things have been pick-
ing up, the fallout for our comunity is gonna be so

terrific. That’s the main thing.” (&5
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Tracy’s Retreat —

It's Not Just for Haircuts Anymore!

Handcrafted
Jewelry and
Accessories

Unusual Gifts
Original Art

Gentle
Manicures

2404 Montrose

529-5330
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Spectrum '95

Continued from previous page

Bourgeois candidly discusses his past. “Growing up in L.A., I was exposed to the
‘image.” It's Hollywood. You gotta present yourself in a certain way, with a certain style,
and I got caught up in that. I ended up breaking the law several times,” he states frankly.
Doing “the same thing” after moving to Dallas, he found himself the guest of the Texas
Department of Corrections for 18 months.

With time on his hands and no one to impress with his Hollywood ways, Bourgeois
first read the Bible cover to cover, then Shirley MacLaine’s Out on a Limb. “That’s what
got me on the road to recovery,” he declares, “but it’s a continuous road.”

That was five years ago, and Bourgeois filed his last parole report just recently. “So
I should be off parole shortly,” he says with just the barest suggestion of a sigh. “I don’t
share [this information] all that much,” he confides, “but when people start getting
involved with me on a business level, I make sure they’re aware of the situation...I think
it’s important for people to know, one, who I am, and two, that not every former criminal
is an asshole.”

“Just because someone’s been to prison doesn’t mean that they have lost whatever
ability and charisma and organizational skills that they built up,” comments long-time
community activist Ray Hill. “You don’t give that up when you go to the joint. And I am
glad that Alan is not trying to be closeted about his past. If gay people know anything, it’s
that closets are liabilities. If Alan were trying to hide that, I would be suspicious.”

Working with a board of directors and a group of dedicated volunteers, Bourgeois
has planned what he calls the only event of its kind in the nation. “There have been
business expos with some entertainment, but that’s the extent of it,” he says. “We’ve got
the art, the speakers, the political aspect, plus the concert to celebrate who we are, and it’s
just not been done before.”

The Spectrum 95 organizers have met with some disappointment in establishing a

support base for the event. As is too often the case for firsi-time
events, many potential supporters are saying, “Next time.” With

no salaries in the budget, the primary item to suffer from the lack
of support has been the promotional budget. “We can’t advertise
the way we want to, because the money's not there,” says Bour-
geois.

Ray Ramirez, co-chair of Gay Pride Week 1994 and 1995,
states, “I have nothing but praise for Alan. I understand his
predicament of trying to run a project professionally and
ethically...I’vetold him personally that we can be therefor a certain
amount of support.”

With minimal support from event sponsors, Bourgeois wor-
ries like a mother hen one moment, displays the excitement of a
visionary the next, and settles temporarily into the guise of a child
afraid to expect too much and be disappointed. “I know that any
type of payment I'm gonna get will be at the end of all this,” he says.
“If I am able to make enough moniey to buy myself a car at the end
of this, I will truly enjoy that—trust me!”

Recouping some part of his investment is not his greatest
concern. Sponsorships normally cover basic expenses for such
events, and with the wait-and-see attitude of many of those invited
to participate, Bourgeois is concerned that ticket sales will be
carrying too great aburden, perhaps shortchanging his ambition to
net a healthy contribution for the seven charities chosen to benefit.

Bourgeois’ worries aside, excitement for the event is building.

Theresa DiMenno
Photographer

713/862-4602

Over 150 exhibitors have reserved display space at the business
expo, estimates of expected attendance range as high as 8,000, and
the chosen charities may benefit by as much as $175,000.
Thereis no doubt that Spectrum ’95 is one of the most exciting
events to be planned for the Houston community. And, ultimately,
its success is a success for the gay and lesbian community as whole.
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MUSIC FOR THE QUEERS:
SPECTRUM 95
PROMOTIONAL CD NOW ON SALE

Handin Hand, a collection of songs recorded by national and local gay
and lesbian entertainers, has been released for local and national distribu-
tion. The CD, which benefits seven Houston charities, features songs by
Pussy Tourette, Romanovsky & Phillips, David Pace, and Edna Garcia.
Local entertainers Keith Caldwell, Nancy Ford, Ryan Bonn, and Juliana
Wathen also have tracks on the CD. Three songs feature ensemble
groups: Woman's Chorus of Dallas singing Over the Rainbow, MCCR's
Chorus singing Ode to Joy, and a collection of various artists singing the title
track. CDs are currently available from Spectrum '95 for $10.95 each (plus
shipping and handling). To order call Spectrum '95 at 713/526-2853.

B R I E F S

PIANNE HARDY-GARCIA CALLS FOR
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP
BENEFITS AT UH

At a forum sponsored by the Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Alliance
(GLOBAL) at the University of Houston, Dianne Hardy-Garcia, the
executive director of the Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, spoke out
against hate crimes and bigotry and called for the University of Houston
to implement domestic partnership benefits and a gay studies division.
“We need to foment revolt and strive to change our environment. We
cannot complacently accept the hatred thrust upon us from every angle
at alltimes," she said. Domestic partnership benefits extend insurance and
medical benefits for same-sex and opposite-sex partners of employees.
Not having these benefits at a university that has a non-discrimination
clause that includes sexual orientation is a violation of the rights extended
by that clause.

RESULTS OF SURVEY ON LESBIAN
HEALTH CARE NEEDS RELEASED

The results of a study on the health-care needs of lesbian, bisexual, and
transgendered women has been released to our community and to
national health-care agencies. The study, the first of its kind in Houston,
was sponsored by the Lesbian Health Initiative of Houston and was
performed by the Montrose Counseling Center. The results address such
issues as sexual identity and behaviors; relationship patterns; history of
sexual assault and domestic violence; health history and status; access to,
barriers to, and gaps in health-care services; health services utilization;
levels of health-promotion awareness; and sources of information/

Fun Raisers Raise Funds

Money From the Jungle:
Bayou City Boys Club Party a Success

The third annual jungle Lust party, held on April 15 and sponsored by the
Bayou City Boys Club (BCBC), raised more than $18,000, wholly
donated to the critical services provided by AIDS Foundation Houston
and Houston Clinical Research Network. Due to a sellout crowd of over
850 people (visitors came from both coasts and all points in between)
and cash contributions and in-kind philanthropy from community mem-
bers and friends, the party was a success. BCBC's next fund-raising event

will be Hurricane '95 in August.

Over $5,000 Raised at Neiman

Marcus Art of Style Event

A men's fashion show and fund-raiser held April 26 at Neiman
Marcus in the Galleria drew over 300 attendees and raised
over $5,000 for the many services of Montrose Clinic. “Guest
designer John Bartlett and the Neiman Marcus fashion coor-
dinators prepared a fabulous fashion show that made for a
great evening,” said Montrose Clinic President Eileen Hegar.
Forthe event, Neiman Marcus provided seven raffle packages
ranging from a DKNY suit to David Yurman cuff links.

Rummage-Fest 1995 Raises

Dollars for AIDS Housing
Held April 29 and 30, Rummage-Fest 1995 successfully raised
over $1,800 to benefit the TLC House, a transitional living
center for people with AIDS run by the River Oaks Health
Association. AIDS Housing Coalition Houston Committee
Chair Dick Rancier announced that some of the funds will be
used to purchase two new air conditioners and a refrigerator,
as well as making emergency plumbing repairs to the TLC
House. AIDS Housing Coalition formed in February 1995 to
bring about funds to facilitate the growth of Houston area
HIV/AIDS housing programs. Their next meeting is VWednes-
day, May 31 at 7 pm at |17 Tuam; for more information
contact Director Matt Locklin at 713/902-2231.
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Romauovs

Some liberals say that it’s okay that some of us are queer
As long as we don’t “flaunt” it, but now let’s get one thing clear
That love and affection is nothing you should fear
Sounds a lot like blatant homophobia to me.
—lyrics to Ho Ho Homophobia

“Flaunting it” is something that Romanovsky and Phillips do
well. They have no problem dress-

The Brave Boys

bondsit together, and the running themeis, undeniably, gay. These
gay-oriented themes—some comic, some serious—are evident in
all their musically divergent songs: polka, waltz, dance, rock,
cabaret, ballad, etc. If ever there were eclectic musicians,
Romanovsky and Phillips are them.

“I actually think that we are folk musicians or folk singers or
folk singer/songwriters in the very traditional sense in that we are
documenting our culture,” says

ing up in outrageous outfits, get-
ting a little campy, and singing
songs like Ho Ho Homophobia or
If There Is A God (He’s A Queen).
They've been called a “musically
polished duo” by the Chicago Tri-
bune and “witty and stylish per-
formers” by Houston Post, but
most of all Romanovsky and
Phillips are just, simply, entertain-
ing.

From the funky dance beat of
Ho Ho Homophobia to the ethnic
rhythm of The Prince Charming
Tango to the world-beat sound of
Don’t Use Your Penis (For A Brain),
their music flaunts many themes,
styles, instruments, and rhythms
and, although it defies any sort of
general classification, could best be described as gay music (what-
ever that means!).

“I’'m comfortable with the label of gay music, although no-
body knows what that is,” says Paul Phillips, one half of this gay
malesinging duo. “We always said that our music is not defined by
style as much as it is by content.”

Paul Phillips and Ron Romanovsky: simple and unadorned.

Ron Romanovsky, the other half
of the duo, “We are writing songs
about our lives. We're common
peoplewriting about experiences
that no one else is really writing
about. But I hesitate to call it folk
music, because it has such a nega-
tive connotation these days.
People think of it as boring.”

“I would say in some ways
we are more similar to cabaret in
its original format, like German
cabaretinthe'20s and '30s. It was
B a very political type of music,”
Phillips comments. “Thebest ex-
ample of that is the music in the
musical and movie Cabaret. There
was alot of political satire, a lot of
very subtle humor.”

As you can see, even Romanovsky and Phillips have trouble
classifying their music. But they're certainly not the only ones.
Record stores, most of which are not as liberal as Tower Records
in Atlanta which has a gay music section, have a difficult time
putting R&P under a certain display category. They say they’ve

been displayed in various record store
Indeed, the content of their music, by Eric L. Roland sections, including comedy, vocals, folk,
besides their voices, is the only glue that women’s music (nothing could be more
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ity Music

appropriate for two queens, don’t ya think?), and, believe it or not,
the children’s music section!

“And all those categories do describe some aspect of our work,
but not all of it,” says Romanovsky. “There’s probably somewhat
of a confused image about what we really do by people who have
never heard of us. And we’ve been confused about ourselves over
the years. There have been some periods where we've tried; to
identify more as a pop/folk group like the

new love; and, especially, living in the age of AIDS will bring tears
to the eyes of anyone with a sentimental heart. In the song Living
With AIDS, the refrain is alife-affirming anthem: “Living with love,
not living in fear/Embracing the light when shadows appear/It’s a
place to begin, it's a good way to start/Releasing the power we hold

in our hearts.”
Pioricers of the gay and lesbian music scene, R&P began their
career in San Francisco’s Valencia Rose cafe in

Indigo Girls, but recently I've been more com-
fortable with the comedy aspect of it.”

And why shouldn’t he be? In fact, they
both should be comfortable with the comedy
aspect of their music, because it’s one of the
things they do best. In the song What Kind Of |
Self Respecting Faggot Am 12, R&P sing about
a gay man “who never really fits in” and who
laments “I don’t brunch on Sundays/I've never
acted up/My life is somewhat mundane/From
lack of shacking up/I even drive a Hyundai/I
guess that wraps it up/What kind of self re-
specting faggot am I?” In honor of our lesbian
sisters, R&P also have aset of lyrics about a gay
woman: “Ilike wearing dresses/Don’t care for
Birkenstocks/I'm not a vegetarian/And this
may be a shock:/I sometimes use a dildo/That
looks just like a... rooster/What kind of politi-
cally correct lesbian am I?”

“People are always telling us that the best

1982 as the musical break for Gay Comedy Open
Mic Night. In the fall of 1983, they began their
first national tour, and five years later they had
recorded three albums—I Thought You'd Be
Taller, Trouble in Paradise, and Emotional
Rollercoaster—on their own recording label, Fresh
Fruit Records. In 1991 they recorded the more
serious album Be Political, Not Polite, and earlier
this year they released a greatest hits album called
Brave Boys.

“In The Advocate for the last few issues,
they've listed the ten top-selling CDs from A
Different Light Bookstores, and our Brave Boys
CD has been in the top four,” remarks Phillips,
“yet they've reviewed only one of our albums.”

Phillips partly blames the national gay media
for the fact that many gays and lesbians still have
never heard of them, even though they've been
performing and recording gay music for over a

o decade. He says that the national gay publica-

thing about us is that we are really funny,”
Romanovsky remarks. “When you put an al-
bum out like Be Polstical, Not Polite, which is more serious, people
complain about that. People are so scared of politics.”

Whereas comedy may be the reason why R&P are popular
with their audiences, their ballads should not be forgotten. Beau-
tifully written and touchingly poignant, their songs about lost love,

Paul Phillips and Ron Romanovsky: flaunting it.

tions, such as The Advocate and Out, haven't
supported them because they haven'’t gotten the
requisite heterosexual or mainstream stamp of approval. Phillips
also believes that these two magazines are coastal centric and
primarily devoted to their respective cities.

“QOut magazine is still primarily a New York City magazine
with a New York City attitude. The Advocate is an L.A. or Califor-

May 15, 1995 ¥ OQutSmart 25




BRrREAST CANCER
PREVENTION DAY

Self Breast Exam—Information
and instruction provided by trained
nurses. Sessions offered every hour
(2 am-2 pm).

Meet the Doctor—\olunteer
physicians will provide information
on breast cancer risks, treatments,
and the importance of early detec-
tion. 10:30 am and 12:30 pm.
Manual Breast Exams—Trained
nurses will provide breast exams
and information.
Mammograms—Recommended
for women 35 years and older.
Offered by appointment for $5.
Scholarships available.

Underwritten by Lesbians in Business, Les-
bian Health Initiative, Montrose Counseling
Center. Sponsored by Suzanne Anderson
Properties, Alternative Health & Wellness
Center, Sisters of Houston. Physician Coordi-
nator—Dr. Allene King. Mammogram
Unit—Texas Mobile Health. Ticket/Registra-
tion Site—Inklings Bookstore.

Space is limited! Reserve your place for any of the above services by picking
up an appointment card at Inklings Bookstore, 1846 Richmond. For more

information, contact Madelyn McNeil at 713/529-0077.

Brave Boys

Continued from previous page

A LAWYER
WHO MAKES
THINGS HAPPEN.

l * In practice
for 17 years

* 85% of cases
settled with-
out litigation

* Taught law at

the Thurgood
Marshall

your legal
& ASSOCIATES e

Now located in the
Montrose area at

1210 HAWTHORNE

HOUSTON, TX 77006

e (713) 523-0420
W FAX (713] 5228992

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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jal Comfort able,

CofRucy Environment

Home-like

3400 Montrose, Ste. 233
Houston, Tx 77006

private,

nia magazine and they have a very L.A.
attitude,” Phillips says. “We're in New
Mexico, and that’s not considered cool,
that’s not considered hip, that’s not con-
sidered trend-setting.”

“But a lot of people still think we live
in San Francisco,” Romanovskysays. “Our
appeal is probably more to places within
the coasts—the inner country. There is a
certain sort of Midwestern wholesome-
ness about us, and that’s why we're prob-
ably not hip enough for New York or
LiAY

But they are hip enough for Houston,
and that’s why they’re one of the featured
performers at Spectrum ‘95’s Concert of
the Stars to be held at the Astroarena, June
18. They've also contributed their song
Brave Boys to the Spectrum promotional
CD Hand in Hand. Both Romanovsky and
Phillips are excited to see Spectrum '95 be
the biggest gay and lesbian event to hit
Houston in years, and they’re anxiously
anticipating their return to Houston.

“One of the things we love about
Houston is that it’s an accidental city. It
never meant to become a city, it just be-
came one by accident, and it just keeps
growing,” Phillips says. “As a result, it has
this wonderful blend of big city and hick
town all rolled into one. There are a lot of
idiosyncrasies allowed there.”

Of course, Phillips means this as a
compliment, and I'm sure Houstonians
that see them perform at the Concert of
the Stars will return many compliments.
They're funny, they're talented, they're
musically diverse, but most of all they’re
simply entertaining.

Romanovsky and Phillips will be perform-
ing at Spectrum 95 in Houston on June 18,
For ticket information call 713/526-2853.

BRAVE BOYS

THE BENT & MORE O1

ROMANOVSKY & PHILLIPS
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Silence to Celebration

Houston & Lesbian Pride 1995

Houston Gay and Lesbian
Pride Week
Friday, June 16, is the official begin-
ning of 10 days of celebration. B 713-
529-6979, fax 713-529-1223,

HGLPW Offical
Kickoff Party
Join the Pride Committee for food,

‘drinks, and entertainment. The Lovett
Inn, 501 Lovett, & 713-529-6979.

Decoration Contest

The 1995 Houston Gay and Lesbian
Pride Week Committee is having a
contest for the best decorated bar or
business. This year’s themeis “Silence
to Celebration, Houston Gayand Les-
bian Pride Week 1995.” Go ahead—
decorate both inside and outside!
Prizes awarded in three categories: 1)
large bars, 2) small bars, and 3) busi-
nesses. There will be a trophy and
press coverage for the winners. June
16-25, ® 713-527-9305 or 713-529-
6979 (ask for Brian Keever).

The Destiny of Me
Destiny continues with the story of Ned
Weeks (first introduced in The Normal
Heart). Now HIV-positive, he checks him-
self into a hospital to begin experimental
treatments and, while there, battles not

Angels in America
Tony Kushner’s Angels in Americais
a gay fantasia on national themes.
Tony Award- and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play dirtected by Michael Wil-
son. Alley Theatre, 615 Texas (at
Louisiana), ® 713-228-8421, Tues-
days through Sundays, through July
B,

Charlies...Still Here, But
Out and Proud!
The new owners, Nick and David,
invite youto experience anew dining
attitude at Chatrlie’s. Diversity is the
spice of our community, and the new
decor as well as the new menu ex-
ploit our wide variety of taste! 1.5%
of all sales to Montrose Clinic during

Pride Week. Charlie’s Coffee Shop,

1100 Westheimer, ™ 713-522-3332.

The Artist Eye:
Silence to Celebration
An art show opening, featuring se-
lect pieces of art by local gay and
lesbian artists. Free, 6-10 pm, The
Hyde Park Gallery, 711 Hyde Park,

| T 713-526-2744.

Theresa DiMenno

only the medical establishment but the
memories of his past. $15, 7 pm or 8 pm,
Theater LaB Houston, 1706 Alamo (just
off the 2100 block of Houston), & 713-
868-7516, through June 18.

“Lesbian and Gay Voices”

A special show broadecast live from the
Lovett Inn with the kickoff party for Pride
Week '95, it features alook at the history of
Pride Week and our community. We look
back on the beginning of our modern move-
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ment and where we are now. We also look
at some of the many other events that will
happen this week. (“Lesbian and Gay
Voices” airs weekly with such segments as
Womyn’s music, reviews of gay and les-
bian cultural events, and news from “This
Way Out.”) 6-10 pm, KPFT 90.1 FM, &
on-air line 713-526-KPFT, fax 713-529-
1223.

Black and White

The Dizinger Foundation presents a col-
lection of photographs by people living
with HIV/AIDS. The original works and
smaller reproductions will be for sale.
Masks made by Dizinger artists will also be
onsale. Refreshments provided, donations
accepted, 2-6 pm, 214 Avondale, & 713-
527-8490.

Mr. Venture-N Contest
Enter or watch the fabulous men of Ven-
ture-N strut their stuff to become Mr.
Venture-N. All entertainment tips will be
donated to HGLPW. The entry fee of $10
goes to the LVL Holiday Fund. A Don
Gill production. The Venture-N, 2923
Main, T 713-522-0000.

Freedom Dance 3
With alive performance by Pussy Tourette
at midnight. Ms. Tourette will perform
French Bitch, Kiss, and more. Heaven, 810
Pacific, T 713-521-0107.

Tony Kushner Personal
Appearance and Book Signing
The Tony Award- and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning playwright of Angelsin America, Tony
Kushner, makes a personal apperance and
signs books. (His visit to Houston is un-
derwritten in part by the Omni Houston
Hotel.) 2-4 pm, Border Books, 9633
Westheimer (at Gessner), B 713-782-6066.

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

SUNDY, JUNE 18

Spectrum ‘95
Featuring Town Meeting I1, business expo,
art show, speakers’ forum, and an evening
concertof gay and lesbian performers such

as Romanovsky & Phillips, Lynn Lavner,
the Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston, and
the Turtle Creek Chorale. $15 and up,
Astroarena, Kirby and South Loop, ®713-
526-2853.

Lynn Lavner is one the headliners
at Spectrum '95, Sunday, June 18.

A New Beginning for All!

A variety show benefiting the Montrose
Clinic. The show will encompass the “Best
of the Best” performers in both drag and
live presentation! Our Masters of Cer-
emony will'be Lady V & her two Dons.
Free, 6:30 pm, Chances, 1100 Westheimer,
T 713-523-7217.

Pride Night at Fitzgerald$s
Some of Houston’s hottest up-and-com-
ing bands are playing. Monster Soup, Vio-
lent Blue, Starbelly, Clover, Boy Gitl, and
Objection will be playing a benefit for the
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard of Hous-
ton. $6,7-12 pm, Fitzgerald’s, 2706 White
Qak (at Studemont), & 713-529-3211.

Znd Annual
Miss Life Today Pageant
For female impersonators. Titleholder
agrees to assist in fundraising and aware-
ness promotion for gays, lesbians, bisexu-
als, and transgenders who are affected or
infected by HIV/AIDS. Benefit for River
Oaks Health Association, donations, 8-10
pm, EJ’s, 2517 Ralph, T 713-977-4101.

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

M NDAY, JONE 19

Striving to Get

the Love You Want
Lecture based on Imago Relationship
Therapy developed by Harville Hendrix,
Ph.D., author of the best-selling books,
Getting the Love You Want: A Guide for
Couples and Keeping the Love You Find: A
Guide for Singles. Sponsored by MCCR
and P-FLAG. Free, 6:30-8:30 pm,
Montrose Library, 4100 Montrose, & 713-
529-1913.

They Called Him Michael
Goat Song A Theatre Group presents the
world premiere performance of the new
work bylocal playwright K. David Cochran.
Openingnight proceeds go to People With
AIDS Coalition. $25. Opening night, $15,
8 pm, Stages, 3201 Allen Parkway, & 713-
525-5960.

Make a Joyful Noise V
Local churches unite to celebrate Jesus!
Each church submits talent to this tremen-
dous event, sponsored by Community
Gospel Church. 7:30 pm, Community
Gospel Church, 501 E. 18th (at Colum-
bia), T 713-880-9235.

The Miss Houston Pageant
Beauty pageant for female impersonators.
$5, 10 pm, Heaven, 810 Pacific, ® 713-
861-4667.

Grand Marshals’ Reception
Food and beverage. Come meet the grand
marshals and Pride Committee at the an-
nual reception, sponsored by The Royal,
Sovereign and Imperial Court of the Single
Star. 7-9 pm, Gentry’s, 2303 Richmond.

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

They Called Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

Bring Your Money

Out of the Closet
Financial advisor Julie LaRue, LUTCF,
discusses financial planning for gay men

B
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Continued from previous page

and lesbians. Limited seating, RSVP. Free,
6:30-8:30 pm, The Acacia Group, 9
Greenway Plaza, Ste. 300, & 713-888-3500,
fax 713-888-3501.

Rolling With Pride
Lambda Rollerskating Club will be hosting
their 4th annual Pride skate night. $5 (in-
cludes skates), 8-10 pm, Dairy Ashford
Rink, 1820 Dairy Ashford, ® 713-933-
5818.

Pride Week Bear Night Out
Join the Men of the Mine as they host a
celebration fit for a bear. 5 pm, Montrose
Mining Company, 805 Pacific, & 713-529-
7488.

Shiela Lennon—

A Country Kind of Gal!
Lennon is a versatile singer whose perfor-
mance is both entertaining and danceable.
All moneys donated to the Montrose Clinic.
$1, 9 pm - 12 am, Chances Bar, 1100
Westheimer, T 713-523-7217.

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

They Called Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

THURS DAY, JUNE 2,9

Legal and Financial

Planning for People with

a Life-Threatening lliness
Attorneys Mitchell Katine, Connie Moore,
and Debra Hunt, along with financial advi-
sor Julie LaRue, will discuss legal and fi-
nancial planning tools for living with a life-
threatening illness. RSVP, Free, 6:30-8:30
pm, The Acacia Group, 9 Greenway Plaza,
Ste. 300, ® 713-888-3500, fax 713-888-
3501.

Lesbian & Gay
Pride 4th Annual
Ice Skating Celebration

The rink will be open to the general public,
so community people are asked to wear
their favorite lesbian or gay T-shirt. Spon-
sored by Montrose Ice Picks. $7 (includes
skates), 8-10 pm, Galleria Ice Rink, 5015
Westheimer, ™ 713-629-1432.

Broadway Show Tunes
Celebrate 50 years of gay and lesbian con-
tribution to the theater. Sing along to some

of the best known show tunes of the cen-
tury. Emcee Randall Jobe. 9 pm -2 am,JR’s
Bar and Grill, 808 Pacific, ® 713-521-
2519.

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

They Called Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

FRei® Y, JUNE 23

Absolutely Fabulous
Pride Party
A party fashioned after the hysterical
Britcom that has become a gay phennm-
enon throughout the U.S. Win Absolutely
Fabulous T-shirts, books, and more.
Heaven, 810 Pacific, ® 713-521-0107.

“Lesbian and Gay Voices”

A special show on the future of Pride Week
and our community, community leaders
will discuss where our future lies. (“Les-
bian and Gay Voices” airs weekly with
such segments as Womyn’s music, reviews
of gay and lesbian cultural events, and
news from “This Way Out.”) 6-10 pm,
KPFT 90.1 FM, T on-air line 713-526-
KPFT, fax 713-529-1223.

Soul Survivor

Play billed as “a heavenly, romantic com-
edyforthe90s,” written by Anthony Bruno,
it is a farcical love triangle with a ghostly
twist involving a gay man, his new boy-
friend, and his deceased lover who returns
from heaven to check out the new relation-
ship. $12, 8 pm and 10:30 pm, Curtains
Theater, 3722 Washington (at Waugh
Drive), ® 713-522-2204.

Houston'’s Hot VII:

A Night in Black Leather
National Leather Association/Houston’s
traditional kickoff party for Pride Week-
end open to the public. Leather/Levi and
fetish wear are encouraged. Throughout
the evening, a variety of leather scenes and
demonstrations will be played out. Free, 10
pm - 2 am, The Venture-N, 2923 Main, T
713-527-9666.

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

About Houston Gay &

Lesbian Pride Week 1995

ouston Gay/Lesbian Pride Week was
founded in 1979 by a small group of |

Houston gay and lesbian activists to

| coordinate a formal program and celebration

| each year for the gay and lesbian community of |

| Houston.

In 1975, an estimated 200 people held a

{ march in downtown Houston to commemorate
| the Stonewall riots (June 25, 1969), which was
| sponsored by the fledgling Gay Activists Alli-
. ance of the University of Houston. Singer and
i former beauty queen Anita Bryant's appear-
| ance as featured entertainer for the Texas Bar

Association convention in 1975 brought an es-
timated 5,000 angry gay women and men down
Houston's streets in protest. The heavily publi-
cized march, headed by such notables as gay
publisher David Goodstein and Rev. Troy Perry

| ofthe Metropolitan Community Church, wasin
{ vivid reaction to Bryant's ordinance then in
{ effect in Miami, Dade County, Florida. A few
| weeks later, Houston's gay community held its
| first Gay Pride Rally in Cherryhurst Park to
| celebrate what has become a national holiday
| for lesbians and gay men.

Three years later in 1978, over 4,000 com-
munity activists metat the Astrodome for Town
Meeting I, the first organizational gathering in

| Houston that included gay men and women
| from every aspect of Houston society. Former
| state legislator and vice-presidential nominee
i Frances “Sissy” Farenthold was the keynote
| speaker, and the meeting was chaired by Vir-
| ginia Apuzzo, aleading gayactivistwho became
| executive director of the National Gay and

| Lesbian Task Fotce in New York. Many of :

. Houston’s gay services, including the Montrose
| Counseling Center and the Montrose Clinic,
. were formulated and organized at the first his-
| toric meeting.

During the 1980s, the AIDS epidemic hit

| the gay community. With little federal and al-
i most no state or local help, the community
| responded first by dealing with its own moral-
| ity, then by building community institutions
| dealing with AIDS.

Since 1979, the gay community of Hous-

ton has celebrated Gay Pride Week with a full

scheduleof eventsspanning 10 daysin late June.
In the wake of the 1993 March on Wash-

ington for Gay, Lesbian, and Bi Equal Rights

and Liberation, and with this year’s flood of
positive media portrayals of gays and lesbians, it
would appear that pride, diversity, and being
Out are good for us all. We have reason to
celebrate. But now is not the time to compro-
mise ourselves back into a closet of obscurity,

! even a padded one with a view. We make

positive strides and withstand negative aggres-
sions from silence to celebration.

&y
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They Called Him Michael
(see entry for Monday, June 19)

SATLReDAY, J0 NE 2%

A Front Row
Seat for Pride Parade
Chances Club will have an enclosed beer
garden with bleachers all weekend. Seating
will be available for $5 donation to
Montrose Clinic. 10-2 am, Chances Bar,
1100 Westheimer, & 713-523-7217.

The Leather
Forum & Symposium

A three-hour educational symposium cov-
ering such topics as tattooing, piercing,
bondage, flogging, creating scenes, uni-
forms, and other fetishes. Safe, sane, con-
sensual play and sex, fantasy vs. reality.
Tools of the trade will be on hand. Ques-
tion and answer time will be available with
experts. §1, 1-4 pm, T 713-527-96606.

Beer Garden Blowout
Susan Masar and the Family Connection
will be performing all afternoon for your
pleasure. The multi-talented, bilingual lead

City Men's Chorus, MCCR-Houston, and
MCCR-Austin for a gala concert. $10 to
$25,7 pm, Cullen Theater, Wortham Cen-
ter, 500 Preston, T 713-743-5904.

HATCH Prom
The Houston Area Teenage Coalition of
Homosexuals will host its third annual
prom event as a major fundraiser for the
organization. $15, 8 pm, Majestic Metro,
911 Preston, T 713-942-7002.

Destiny of Me
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)

Pride Sunday at MCCR
Metropolitan Community Church of the
Resurrection (MCCR) and Cathedral of
Hope (Dallas MCC) chorus will perform
God Be With Us at this service. Free, 10:45
am, 1919 Decatur (off Washington), &
713-861-9149.

singer, Susan Masar, thaebdstiperforming
for our community and various AIDS-re-
lated benefits for the last 10 years. Pro-
ceeds go to the Montrose Clinic. $1, 3-8
pm, Chances Bar, 1100 Westheimer, T
713-523-7217.

Proud Out Loud!
We welcome members of our Texas Cho-
ral Family, including HeartSong, Capital

Theresa DiMenno

A Front Row Seat
for Pride Parade
(see entry for Saturday, June 24)

Houston Gay and Lesbian
Pride Week Parade
One of the largest parades in the city of
Houston and the Southwest. Follow the
parade to PrideFest '95 (see next entry). 2
pm, lower Westheimer, from Woodhead

to Taft, ®713-529-6979, fax 713-529-1223.

PrideFest 95

Join us immediately following the parade
for a concert with Fem 2 Fem and Dajae.
Donations benefit AVES, Stephens House,
Lesbian Health Initiative, 20-Something,
MCCR, and Pride Committee of Houston.
Afterward, join the Pride Party '95 at Num.-
bers (see next entry). Free (donations ac-
cepted), Lovett Street (between Whitney
and Taft), 4-7 pm, T 713-529-6979, fax
713-529-1223.

Pride Party '95
After PrideFest '95, DJ Jon Sims will be
spinning records from the late 70s and
early80s. Donations given toselected chari-
ties. Donations accepted, Numbers, 300
Westheimer, 5-11 pm, & 713-529-6979,
fax 713-529-1223.

Loading Dock
Party ‘95
In celebration of Pride '95, a post-parade
dance co-hosted by NLA/Houston and
Pacific Street for Houston’s leather and
Levi community. Doors open immediately
after the parade, Pacific Street, 710 Pacific
Street, ™ 713-523-0213.

Absolutely Fabulous After-

Parade Party
Join us after the parade for a party to
introduce the season of gay America’s fa-
vorite Britcom. Houston's exclusive pre-
miereof anewepisodebeginsat6pm.5 pm
at JR’s Bar and Grill, 808 Pacific, & 713-
521-2519.

After the Parade
Beer Bust
Escape from the heat with the Men of the
Mine and ice cold Miller Lite Draft. 5 pm,
Montrose Mining Company, 805 Pacific,
T 713-529-7488.

Angels in America
(see entry for Friday, June 16)
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Hollie Hollister

Hollie Hollister

After a few years setting hair, he burned
out. “After five years at the company, I quit
when I saw Farrah Fawcett and Dorothy
Hamil shakin' that hair on TV. I knew that's
the kind of hair I wanted to do.”

Don Gill
Co-Grand Marshal
(Interview on page 46)
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CAY PRIBDE

Annella Harrison
Honorary Grand Marshal
(Interview on page 47)

| “When everyone was so scared to do any-

thing about the conditions of PWAs and the
way companies were laying off those who
had the HIV virus, the gay community really
got busy.... That's been quite inspiring.”

“It got me to
thinking when
I was elected
grand marshal.
I consider my-
self too radical.
I think I'd just
like to say
thank you. I'm
really grateful
to the commu-
nity. Even for
someone like
me, it was very

Suzanne Anderson By -0
Co-Grand Marshal
(Interview on page 45)
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Honorary Grand Marshal
-Organization-

Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (HATCH)

Theresa DiMenno

HATCH is “in

" by being “out” in Houston's 1993 Gay Pride Parade.

Silence to Celebration:
My Personal Journaey

(Reprinted with permission from The HATCH Newsletter)

by Quincy J.

Thinking of “Silence to Celebration” reminds me of the miracle of life and
the journey we all make just to be born and become a living, breathing,
visible human being. That in turn takes me back to my own childhood, in
which, to say the least, the silence was practically deafening. I lived in a rural area on the

outskirts of Houston from the time I was a pre-schooler until I was 16 years old.

iven that environment (which was not very exposed to

much change or diversity), it should become quite appar-

ent that for a young boy or girl in that situation—who
may later come to realize that he/she is homosexual or at least
“different”—silence can easily become a way of life, especially
since as young children we are so aware of the sense of “not OK”
when it comes to certain “differences.”

One of the saddest things I have ever experienced was realiz-
ing that my own sense of “not OK”—that I originally felt about my
difference—easily translated onto my sense of “not OK” about
myself. So, I went through my elementary, middle, junior high, and
high school years with this overwhelming sense of “not OK.”

Needless to say, that does not do any good and, in my case,

actually did much harm to my sense of self. I had a horrible self-
concept; my self-image was worse; and my self-esteem was practi-
cally non-existent. That was how I lived the first 17 years of my life.

Luckily, when I was 17 years old, I came across the phone
number for the Gay & Lesbian Switchboard, from whom I got the
phone number of Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals
(HATCH). It took me about seven months after I got the phone
number to make that initial call. By then I was almost 18, at which
time I went to my first meeting. Now, it is almost three years later,
and—thanks to everything HATCH has given me—my life is
much different now. HATCH showed me that I was OK just as I
was. HATCH provided positive adult role models who happened
to be gay. HATCH pointed me in the direction of finding that

continued on page 49
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recently in one of Houston’s louder,
moreboisterous Mexican restaurants.
I worried that my mini-recorder wouldn’t
pick up our voices over the chatter and
clattering of patrons and platters. Not a
problem. Anyone who knows her—per-
sonally, professionally, or politically—will
testify that if Suzanne Anderson has some-
thing to say, she w7l make herself heard.
She refers to herself as “a pissed-off
woman, fighting the world, slaying dragons
one after another.” Born in Tulsa, with an
extended stopover to stew for American
Airlines in Chicago, Anderson migrated to
Houston in '76. “When I came from the
‘burbs to sell real estate and decided to
focus on the lesbian and gay community, it

: ; uzanne Anderson and I met for lunch

Suzanne Anderson

by Nancy Ford

“It’s an opportunity to be who we are with our people, to just
express ourselves. The neat thing about Gay Pride Week is that there’s
so many choices and ways to celebrate. It doesn’t matter whether you
want to do drag or do a reading. It’s a celebration...”

was a real adventurous, against-the-grain
type of thing to do. The most money I ever
made, and probaby ever will make, was in
the ‘burbs, but I was so bored. 1 was so
bored. It was just a way to make a living.
And really, it was just a way to sell out.

“I started out with my ad saying ‘Fo-
cusing on Our Community,” and putting
‘Our’ initalics, and finally deciding ‘That’s
really chicken shit.” ” She changed “Our”
to “Lesbian & Gay.” “That was a real out,
different thingto do, and nowit’s not. That
makes me happy, but at the same time, it’s
like, ‘Well, now what do I do?’ ”

What, indeed? How about being one
of the founding members of Lesbian in
Business, Houston’s leading networking
and social monthly consortium for corpo-
rate dykes. How about key organizational
involvement with H.A.T.C.H., Houston’s
progressive support group for gay, bi and
lesbian teens? How about not only marry-
ing her life partner Judith Meyer at the
1993 March on Washington mass commit-
ment ceremony, but then allowing HBO to
film the event for itsWhy Am 1 Gay? Stories
of Coming Out prime-time special? How
about her realty firm, Suzanne Anderson

Properties, being named one of Victory
magazine’s 50 fastest-growing gay/lesbian-
owned enterprises in the U.S.? Sound like
a lot of responsibility for just one person?
That’s why it’s called activis.
Continuing this pattern of leadership,
on June 28 Anderson will be found at the
front of Houston’s Pride Parade as co-
grand marshal with Don Gill. No one was
more surprised at this honor than Ander-
son herself. “It really got me to thinking
when they elected me grand marshal. I
consider myself too radical. I think I'd just
like to say thank you. I'm really grateful to
the community. Even for someone like
myself, it was very humbling. It was very

.affirming. I didn’t expect it, and it really

made me feel good. And Ms. Meyer is just
delighted at the thought of being First
Lady.”

But she does recognize what possibly
may have been the reason for her nomina-
tion. “Visibility. I'm a salesperson. I'm a
promoter. And sometimes, it’s the P. T.
Barnum style. And that’s fun.”

Oh, God. Surely she wasn’t referring
to Barnum’s famous credo, “There’s a

continued on page 49
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on Gill, owner of Studio 911 Hair

Salon, is active in our community

as host and fundraiser for many
community-serving functions. He sports
personal letters of thanks from former
Governor of Texas Ann Richards and Hous-
ton Mayor Bob Lanier.

“I am so proud of those letters. I am
just a country boy from a poor family in
.Louisiana. I am just doing what my mother
and father raised me to do to be exactly
who I am and to have some pride in being
the best I can be. They raised me with lots
of love. I think this is the thing I am most
proud of—carrying the goodness of my
family out into the world.”

Hollister: Why do you think you were
chosen for grand marshal?
Gill: Probably because of different

Don Gill

by Hollie Hollister

“Studies show the incidence of teen suicides, among gay teens, bas dramatically
dropped. And that is because we are out there, showing these young people they

are not alone in the world.”

articles that have been in the gay press and
what I have been able to accomplish as a
fundraiser this year. One of the organiza-
tions, The Royal Sovereign Imperial Court
of the Single Star, submitted my name, and
the gay community voted on it and I won.

Is fundraising a primary function of the
parade’s activities?

Not per se fundraising. Anyone that I
have known to be grand marshal in the
past, male or female, it is what they have
done to assist as a positive role model for
the community. Suzanne [Anderson, co-
grand marshal "95] is a business owner, as
am I, and we've employed gay peopleinour
businesses. Even though I am only a one-
man shop now, that has only occurred in
the past four years. I owned a much larger
salon [Hair Plus, by Don] with gay employ-
ees as well, You become grand marshal not
just for the fundraising but for how you
assist people in the community.

* deisk

Gill, who has lost two lovers to AIDS,
has taken into his home numerous PWAs,
and given them the opportunity to live with
dignity in a homelike atmosphere. “When
my friends are ill, I bring my friends here,
They like my chicken and dumplin’s, my
black-eyed peas, my turnip greens, butter
beans, and my cracklin’ cornbread, I'm just

a country boy living in a big city.”

Gill moved to Houston in May of
1970 after graduation from high school in
Leesville, Louisiana, just the other side of
the Texas-Louisiana border, on the road to
Alexandria. “I wanted to move away from
home. I was the youngest child, very pro-
tected by my family. We were dirt poor,
but we had lots of love,” reflects Gill.

Gill wanted to make something of
himself and enrolled in beauty school. Af-
ter a few years setting hair, he burned out
(pardon the pun) and went into the corpo-
rate world, where he worked his way up
from mail room to salesman for a major
Houston industry. “After five years at the
company, ] quit when I saw Farrah Fawcett
annd Dorothy Hamil shakin’ that hair on
TV,” he says. “I knew that's the kind of
hair that I wanted to do.”

¥* %

Don, where were you in June of 19707

Probably sitting on a pew in the Pen-
tecostal church.

Care to explain?

I didn’t accept my homosexuality un-
til January of 1973. When I moved here
from Louisiana, my life was the same—I
was in church four days a week,

What does someone do in church four
continued on page 48
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Annella Harrison

by Hollie Hollister

“l bad seen enough discrimination and harassment,”

rem C‘??f(’?c’.?'_‘f Harrison.

“Before [ went to the City Council, I bad a talk with my son and his lover. I asked

them if they would mind if I did this.”

or Annella Harrison, honorary

grand marshal for the Gay Pride

Parade ’95, community involve-
ment has been a way of life. Harrison is a
veteran of World War II, a former Regis-
tered Nurse, retired caseworker for the
Texas Rehabilitation Commission, and the
parent of a gay son. Annella became in-
volved with the struggles of the gay rights
movement in the mid-70s, when to live
Queer in Houston meant risking jail when
the cops raided the gay bars seemingly for
their personal entertainment.

In the 1970s, homosexuals were the
target of the police, churches, and teenag-
ers who drove into the Montrose from
other parts of town to bash queers—going
out on a Saturday night had become a
death-defying act.

During the McConn and Whitmire
administrations, Annella went before
Houston City Council to plea on our be-
half for equal protection under the law. “I
had seen enough discrimination and ha-
rassment,” remembers Harrison. “Before
Iwentto the City Council, I had a talk with
my son and his lover, I asked them if they
would mind if T did this.” Annella went
before council with little fanfare and no
press coverage—she guesses gay rights was
too hot a topic. By the second time she

appeared before council, she was active in
P-FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays), and that time she sought out the
press. She represented P-FLAG on Hous-
ton community “talk shows” and was
sought out for comment whenever the gay
community was in the press.

Hollister: Armu’fc.' tell us about your
first Gay Pride celebration.

Harrison: It was much smaller, though
well attended, and very joyful. I remember
there was a rally near the Dome Stadium, I
think the Astroarena. Sarah Weddington
was there and a speaker from New York, It
was quite something. I guess we have Anita
Byrantto thank forall of this. [Anita Byrant,
former Miss America, singer, and per-
former, has been credited over the years
with causing so much hatred against the
homosexual community, that she forced us
to pull together.]

Houw'has the celebration changed?

It is certainly much larger, many more

activities going on. And [ feel good that the

Gay Pride celebration is not just a parade
only.

Do you see a need for Gay Pride cel-
ebrations?

Oh yes. People need to know about
someof the things people are doing. People

in different professions—the law, medi-
cine. People need to see that gay people are
people, too.

Is there anything you would change
about the celebration?

Well [laughing a little], T would have
it in cooler months! Texas in June is very,
very hot. Other than that, no I like it the
way it is.

What do you think bas been the biggest
detriment to our movement?

I hope your readers will understand
that I am from another generation, and [
have different ways of dealing with things.
I guess my time was different, inasmuch as
I feel one can better gain one’s goals by
appealing to everyone. So I do not mean to
single out any ore group or thing, but I feel
some of the actions taken by some politi-
callyinvolved groups might bebetter served
with less offensive actions.

What exactly do you mean?

I mean that some of the political ac-
tions are offensive, and I feel that closes

continued on page 48

Metropolitan
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DEvOTIONAL THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH BY REV. JANET PARKER

Grief is described as intense emotional suffering caused by loss, disaster, misfor-
tune, etc. It is acute sorrow and deep sadness. This is probably one of the most difficult
emotions for any person to experience. [t is an emotion that reaches down to the very pit
of your soul. It doesn’t feel good. Tt hurts, Itis painful. ltcanbe a5

For some of us, grief is too painful to bear. Becanse of the inte ’J,\II\ of pur pain, we
want to walk away from it and not let it run its course. The course that it may nan involves
several stages: Bargaining, Denial, Anger and Acceprance. These stag
ed rapidly or over a long period of time. There are no ight and wrong ways of han-
dling our grief. Each person must simply recognize that they must deal with this intense
emotion at some point in time, The sooner we face it the sooner it will be behind us

In our community we sometimes face what is call

and 1 lone ely feeling

can be expen-

senal tm‘ \'\\ may I11\L

hen suddenly we have another upon us, That is when the emotions can get 1hr bcsl of us.
ay experience withdrawal, sadness, and crying without any w
vourself covering up and filling in your day so that you don't have to face your emotions
There is One to tum to in times of grief and that is to God. The Psalmist tells us that “weeping may endure for
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Don Gill

Continued from page 46

days a week?

Lots of praying on my knees that I
wasn't who [ was, a homosexual.

What did you do?

I went to the pastor of my church and
confessed to him I was homosexual. And he
told me he couldn’t advise me on that
subject.

Why?

Four years later he came up tomein a
gay bar and said, “This is why I couldn’t
advise you on your sexual identification.”

1 don’t kenow why this doesn’t surprise
me! When you were coming out, who did
you look up to or admire?

My best friends—Larry Miller, Jerry
Wayne Smith, and David Sawyer—some of
the first gay people I met.

What was it about these three people
that you admired?

They saw my innocence. I was very
“country” and trusting, and people made
fun of myspeech. I'saidlots of over-yonders,
the slow dragged-out speech of a country
boy. I was very fortunate to meet these
three men who protected me and wouldn’t
let anyone hurt me or abuse me.

Do you remember your first Gay Pride
celebration?

Yes, I do. It must have been 1975, ’76.

What do you remember about it?

How happy everyone was, all those
smiling faces. Finally, we could stand up
and be counted, even if it was only amongst
ourselves.

Is there anything you would change
about the celebration today?

No, there isn’t. You know, Gay Pride
is different from other parades or celebra-

tions. Where other celebrations involve
something everyone can be in, Gay Pride s
for us. The few, the proud...

The gay?

Yes, exactly.

What do you think is the biggest deter-
rent to our civil r:'gfﬂts movement?

Our fractionalization—one group re-
fusing to accept and work with another.
This causes confusion; it certainly causes
division.

So I gather you see unity as the most
important goal we must achieve.

Yes, I do.

What do you think has been our “finest
hour"? What have we done right?

Our visibility, and our involvement
with each other. Studies show the inci-
dence of teen suicides, among gay teens,
has dramatically dropped. And that is be-
cause we areout there, showing theseyoung
people they are not alone in the world. We
have a big heart—we take care of our own,
There is a lot of solidarity in the commu-
nity. L am just so proud of that—it’s unique.

Is there anything you would like to see
the gay community achieve in the upcoming
yedars?

Let me draw you a picture; it’s a little
“country,” but it works. Our lives are like
a wagon, and it is full of hay. When that
wagon reaches the barn, there will be hay
for the winter, enough to keep everyone
alive through the darkest hours. If we can
manage to pull ourselves together—the
“Polos” with the leather community, the
lesbians with the gay males, the transsexu-
als, the bisexuals, the drag queens—all of
us must pull together so that we can achieve
equal rights. We have to fill the barn, so to
speak, with resources, so we can weather
even the worst of times. v
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Annella Harrison

Continued from previous page

some ears that might benefit from the “mes-
sage” and could help the cause. Some of
those ears, whether you like them or not,
close up tight when they see things that
illustrate the very worst behavior in any-
one.

You mean to say then...

I mean some behaviors are offensive,
and those behaviors illustrate the things
some politicians say are truths about the
homosexuallifestylein general. People only
see what they want to, and when they see
things that offend them, they remember
that, and they use that as an excuse to not
listen.

Why do you think you were chosen as
honorary grand marshal?

I guess because of my actions with
P-FLAG and being one of the few parents
of a gay person willing to speak out.

Were there any role models you ad-
mired, who were out and vocal?

When things started up, no, things
were pretty much closeted. No one in par-
ticular—I do admire the community as a
whole! I think that the gay community is
the best example of a group committed to
having civil rights, and I admire the dedi-
cation [ see.

What do you think bas been our finest
hour?

The AIDS crisis: When everyone was
so scared to do anything about the living
conditions of PWAs and the way compa-
nies were laying off those who had the HIV
virus, the gay community really got busy
and moved into real action to getthe PWAs
the insurance that they had paid for and
the medical attention needed. That’s been
quite inspiring.

Where do you see the gay rights move-
ment going to in the next century?

Well, it’s anybody’s guess, what with
the political feeling in Washington these
days.

Are you saying there is a real force in
Washington that might very well put down
all that we have accomplished?

I am saying that things are going to be
rough, and we’d better get ready to fight
for rights on every “shore”!

Kind of like the fight for buman rights
in WWII?

Hopefully not that bad.

Annella, what accomplishment inyour
life are you most proud of?

I guess living well, and living to the
age of 85! v
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Suzanne Anderson
Continued from page 45

sucker born every minute...”

“No, I'm talking about not being shy.
One of the things that I have always felt
comfortable with was talking about my
strong points, [though] I'm not without
weak points. I've never understood people
who, when you ask if they can play softball,
say, ‘Oh, I'm okay.” Say, ‘I'm an ace! I can
knock the shit out of that ball!””

Shetransfers this confidence and posi-
tive attitude to her commitment with the
lesbian/gay community by “just knowing
who I am and being comfortable with who
I am.That’s a real movement in our com-
munity. More and more people are coming
out. They're showing other people that
they can come out and they can survive.
They cansstill be gainfully employed—some
of them. Not all of them.”

Though a young lesbian growing up
hardly has a wealth of role models to emu-
late, Anderson managed to identify one.
“As much of an old biddy as she is, my
mother would have to be one [of my role
models]. She was a mean old thing. Even
though she gave up a lot of her life to be a
traditional mother and wife, it was obvious
that she wasn’t happy about it, and she
thought it was wrong. She let me dress like
aboy if I wanted to. I never had any sense
that, because I was a girl, there was any-
thing that I couldn’t do, or that I was
limited. I got that from her.”

Even if she weren’t pre-designated
royalty for this year’s Pride celebration,
Anderson looks forward to the week of
June 18-25 as though they were Queer
High Holy Days. “It’s an opportunity to be
who we are with our people, to just express
ourselvés. The neat thing about Gay Pride
Week is that there’s so many choices and
ways to celebrate. It doesn’t matter whether
you want to do drag or do a reading. It's a
celebration. It’s a way of honoring yourself.
We don’t get honored much.”

As one of Houston's most vocal and
effective activists, what, in Anderson’seyes,
is the main probem facing our community?

“We've got to quit tearing at each
other. It’s real hard for me, being very out,
to not be critical of people who aren’t. It’s
going to be a tremendous challenge fight-
ing the Christo-fascists who are out there
today. They’re organized and they’ve got
money and they’re dangerous. They are
fucking dangerous. People right now just
love to hate. I grew up in the Southern
Baptist Church, and I know how pious
these people are. Things are going to change.

Things could go either way. [ mean, people
are nuts. A hand-gun bill? How can people
justify something like that? Statistically,
they say that straight, white militarized
men carried the election last time around.
I think this is just their mentality.”
White, straight, militarized men—?
“—and the women who love them.”

P.S.—In case you ever have lunch
together, Suzanne Anderson likes her
charra beans extra spicey. Now there’s a
bulletin. v

HATCH

Continued from page 44

sense of “OK” for which I had been so
desperately longing. The downward spi-
raling path of my life stopped, then turned
much more positive. HATCH enlightened
me to the fact that I could be whatever I
wanted to be, in spite of what society told
me about what I had to be—or couldn’t
be—because of my sexual orientation.

Now, I am 21 years old. I am a nurse,
as well as an instructor, at a nursing assis-
tant academy in Houston. Without
HATCH, it would be very hard to picture
myself at the place to which I have pro-
gressed in my life. Because of the age range
of the group—15 to 21—I will soon be
leaving the group. If it were not for
HATCH, I could not have made it this far
or have had the self-worth to continue to
make plans to go further. HATCH has
given me enough of a good sense of myself
to go forward with great enthusiasm, ex-
cellence, integrity, leadership, and com-
passion. If nothing else, I will take these
qualities with me as I exit HATCH to
make my mark on the world.

To HATCH, thank you. v

Qunicy is a member of the HATCH Steering
Committee, Outreach Program, and a regular
contributor to The HATCH Newsletter.
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