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Frankie Quijano is President of the Board and CEO
of Pride Houston, Inc. Pride is a registered 501(c)3

organization commissioned with enriching the lives of

the Houston LGBT community.
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It seems like | was just writing last
year's letter but if you haven't guessed it
yet... It's Pride season!

Did you know that the Houston LGET
Pride Celebration is the fourth largest
Pride Celebration in the United States
and sixth largest in the World? Pride
Houston attended the latest World Pride
Conference in 2012 and found out these
interesting facts about our own Pride
Celebration. Everyone in the city should
feel a sense of pride with the evolution
of our own Pride Celebration. In as little
as eight years the Houston LGBT Pride
Celebration went from an attendance of
around 75,000 to now well over 325,000
and climbing. This is just a testament to
how amazing the City of Houston is

Coming from Miami, which didn't have
a Pride Celebration back then, | had
never attended a Pride. To me Pride was

just another big party and to be honest

I was against attending one even in
nearby Fort Lauderdale. It wasn’t until

| moved to Houston that | experienced
my first true Pride Celebration. | was on
the Special Events Committee produc-
ing Pride Superstar in the Festival. It
was more hustle and bustle behind the
scenes. What really got to me was sit-
ting down on that hot day while pouring
some water on my head that | overheard
a young guy, | still remember his name
was Jamie, who was just in tears of joy
talking to his friend about how amazing
it felt to be at Pride. Jamie went on to
say, how he felt normal as ocpposed to
feeling like an outsider in his own home,
Pirde for me now means having the op
portunity to make someane’s first pride
truly wonderful.

from the

PRESIDENT

lime and time again | get the eternal
question... Why Pride? The answer is
quite simple. Because we can for those
who can’t. Pride is never over. Pride is

never irrelevant. People have to under

stand that Pride is a deep word, and

that they have to search in their souls

hat that word means to them. We

forv

must al_'-,*-:a';,-'s take a moment to reflect

on the struggles of the past, and thank

those that fought for us

The evolution of the Houston LGB
Celebration is taking shape to enhance
the experience for the LGBT Community,
local residents and those traveling from
far and wide to take part in Houston
Pride Week. So be on the lookout for
upcoming developments as Pride Hous
ton works to make the City of Houston a
true LGBT travel destination.

Our teams of dedicated volunteers

have been working diligently all year to
produce this amazing event. If you see a
Pride volunteer be sure to thank them
for their efforts. That said, on behalf

of the Committee Chairs, Commit

tee Members, Volunteers, the Board

of Directors and Pride Houston, | wish

to welcome you all to the 35th Annual
Houston LGBT Pride Celebration,

presented by Bud Light

Sincerely,

Frade QDL.%PW d\

FRANKIE QUIJANDO
CEO & President of the Board
Pride Houston, Inc.




HOUSTON PRIDE WEEK

EDEN: GIRL PARTY

' Friday, June 21st

@ The Usudl

PRIDE IN THE PARKe
Saturday, June 22nd
@ BBVA Compass Stadium

SALVATION: POOL PARTY
Sunday, June 23rd
@ The Morty Rich Hostel

DINE WITH PRIDE
Monday, June 24th
@ Gratifi Restaurant

ROCK THE RUNWAY
Tuesday, June 25th
@ South Beach Night Club

- ." | REEL PRIDE
= - . Wednesday, June 26th

@ River Olaks Theater




PRIDE SUPERSTAR.

Thursday, June 27th
@ South Beach Night Club

WONDERLAND HOUSTONs |~ *7> |
Friday, June 28th " «,
@ Bayou Music Center| = v

PRIDE CELEBRATION. |

PRESENTED BY: BUD LIGHT | -
Saturday, June 29th

Festival: 1:00PM - 7:00PM =
Westheimer and Yoakum

Parade: 8:00PM =80
RAPTURE: FOAM PARTY | & sci.

Sunday, June 30th | [#87 <1%
@ South Beach Night Club G 3




Nl T ®1989 |

Nicolas Brines

As a college student just complet-

y ng my freshman year, | hesitantly
some new friends to the
arade in 198% along lower
Y L T ) .‘)".-"e H?eimf' Hav been in Houston
less than a year land fresh off of

Pride means something different to anyone and the reason
we all show up is to celebrate who we are as a Community but
do you remember your very first Pride? Here is a collection of
first pride stories individuals have shared with us.

a dairy farm in Wisconsin), | was
scared to death as | was stil

closeted and unst
WEs Worrie
would see

rom school
or that | might be
mera filming for

ot

the evening news. | remember
even wanting to stand near the curb

0 happy to blend

in behind

tors. |

1979

Carol Wyatt

arched by and a fellow

he group spotted

Pride was held in the daytime back sideriearasd

then, and it was incredibly hot! My
lover and | brought gallons of ice

waved r
Girll |
turned br

water to the parade, along with a Mark Clark student w
couple of Super Soaker water guns. mortified he recoaniz

550 tried to avoid him at all costs
and once they figured out what we impressed by the number of dorms. How ldn't help but
aughed or judged

d to

We shot everyone in the parade, | was 20 years old. | was

were doing, they were all BEGGING people there. At that time there notice that 1
to be shot so they could cool down was still an atmosphere of me. Rather, everyor
Except for the drag queen that | shot bohemian celebration. We wer

be really enjoying themn

in the face, damaging her makeup. carefree and withot waving back. | saw such a diversity
| thought she was going to come the things that were soon to come of people in the parade that day:

down off that float and beat me up! [t felt so liberating to be amaong all ages, races, pre

ons and
gan to sense

so many people like me. It was
the first time I'd experienced such

unds. | truly b
leeper

a large public affirmation that it rer realized. My

was okay to be proud of myself. : h a

So much has changed since then. ming out and self-

So many of my familiar faces are look forward to attend-
gone. It hurts me to remember ing the next 25 years of parades, too!
but how can | forget? The happiest

Donald Goad == times of my life.
Rusty Mueller

nmunity of

As a 20 year old coming from small
town south Texas. | was finally
home. My New Family. That's why
I'm still herin 2013. The parade
has been a symbolic barometer
through the years, the good and
bad. And through it all there is
and was PRIDE! Oh the Beautiful
Houstonians, touching so many,
remembering the past and looking
forward to a Bright Future.

It was the first year that my partner
and | were together and we went
with friends to see the parade. Hon
estly, | had no idea what it was ahout
other the Gay Pride Parade and we
were going to drink and party like
no tomorrow. | enjoyed it, but didn't
get the picture until several years
later. [twasn't until the 90's
began to realize what "pride” meant
and how far we had to go in being
accepted for who we are. In 2002
when | was Male Grand Marshal, it
all hit home and | realized |
proud | am to be a gay r
city | Live in

1st how

12  OUTINFORM pridehouston.org




20
1993 S

Jane Smith

20

Jorge Escobedo

1997

Tammy Wallace

felt again. S

me and one of r

of the Ho

to He

Latasha Hagan

20

Brittany Perez

If you would like to share
your first pride story with
Pride please visit www.
pridehouston.org/about

ow, and

w first time. Th

T community k
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FESTIVAL PARADE

Mexcor International
Montrose

Out & Allied @ JSC: LGBT Employees At NASA
Pat H Foley & Company Funeral Director's
Phusion Projects, LLC

Plymouth UCC ONA COGH

Rainbow Ice Company

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church
Scoot Thru BBQ

Signature Smiles

Silverleaf Resorts

Southside Pharmacy

Strongest Link

Supercuts

Texas Exes LGBT Network

Texas Mentor

The Art Institute of Houston-North

The Houston Transgender Unity Committee
The Modified Dolls, TX Chapter

Tom Hernandez Insurance Group - Farmers
Unite Here Local 23 Chapter Houston
University of Houston LGBT Resource Center
USTA Texas

Venus

Voicano Splash Houston

William Denson photography

Organix Cleaning LLC :

Out & Allied @ JSC: LGBT jEl;%;oyees At NASA
OutSmart Magazine

PFLAG HOUSTON

Phusion Projects, LLC

Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church
Rice University

SEAShell Employee Network (Shell 0il Company)
South Beach Night Club

St. Hope Foundation

Texas Exes LGBT Network

TGRA Houston

THE DIANA FOUNDATION

The Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Houston
The Houston Transgender Unity Committee
The Lambda Center

The Usual Neighborhood Pub

Theatre Under The Stars

UNITY HOMECARE

University of Houston-Downtown

Wells Fargo

Whole Foods Market




THE

STRONG,

Frank Billingsley,

hman

Robin Brown

J

John Net

nuari Leo

d

C

Grand

Marshals

The term Grand Marshal means
so much to so many and Houston
has such powerful and profound
leaders in our community that
are so dedicated to serving with

their LGBT brothers and sisters

and fighting for equal rights! For

2013 we have our Honorary GM

Frank Billingsley, our Male and
Female GM's—John Nechman &
Robin Brown, and our Ally GM—

Januari Leo; all committed to our

community and so eager to share

their life with us!

Author Sarah Young

pridehouston.org
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THE
STRONG,

Life is

not dress
rehearsal,
this I1s It.
Make the
most of It.
And while
you re at
't, demand
your equal
rights as an
American
and don't
settle for
anything
less.”

FRANK

BILLINGSLEY,

Honorary Grand Marshal

KPRC
called H

man.” Frank has
adult life and has lived openly.

N in the public eye his entire

Growing up in a conservative house, he v
taught that truth is the ultimate guide in life. So
that's what he’s doing- living out his truth. He
states, "Anwhu‘.g e would drive me crazy.”
This year will be Franks first year to be in the
Parade and he says, "to be one of the Grand
Marshals i
its

Wer

and this is who
y've evolved into, “this
ruly happy about it.”
part has become much s

we are and v

recently which is wonderful.”

younger LGBT genera
should always be
ur age. Most of us who hav a
the end of the world, but rather the be-
1 don't choose to be gay, but what
s how you will live yvour life and
er you will embrace differences openl
y. That part is up to us. Life is not dress
rsal, this is it. Make the most of it. And
/our equal rights as
le for anything less.

ize

ginning

you do choose

Frank is a warm and confident man; we are so
honored to have him this year as Honorary
Grand Marshal!

32 OQUTINFORM pridehouston.org




THE
STRONG,

John Nechman serves as a leader in our com-

id
| t fe e l-S munity from a legal and practical position. He is
a criminal case and immigration lawyer whose

primary focus is on those impacted by HIV and

[ [ d on those who identify as LGBT. John has worked
re a y g O O with extremely hard cases where LGBT immi-
grants were scared for their lives and they see
d his practice as the only pathway to freedom, life
e \/ e ry a y and love.

saved a life
and didn't

JOHN necessarily

NECHMAN. make a lot
Male Grand Marshal Of money....

what | do
goes beyond
a |oDb, 1t s
personal for
individuals.”

n Business and Spanish, Mr.
eled to Europe and lived overseas
s. At his decision to come back to the

s mother strongly urge
L. Mr. Nechma

and exited for the future generation because of
have done. The young
oving forwar

work w people have taken

ving the ultimate g

Pt

"home-spun” and "t

e. He explains Houst

proud to be-on the path meant for him.

pridehouston.org OUTINFORM 33




THE
STRONG,

ROBIN

BROWN,
Female Grand Marshal

1, a driven and strong individual, has
o the LGBT community

Rabin Browr

given 5o mu

time and

ur out her

lneve equal o the LGBT community

sits on the national board of Victory Fund, where she

raises money to train LGBT elected officials

Becoming Pride Grand

Marshal Is the ultimate
nonor and recognition e i
for the things | care so  miieaimi
much about. It makes
me want to do more. | e
wish we had more Grand ‘ol
Marshals because there . seaT
are so many In the

community to recognize.”

34 OUTINFORM pridehouston.org




THE

STRONG,

JANUARI

LEO,
Ally Grand Marshal

Januari Leo, our Ally Pride Grand Marshal, began
her work with the LGBT 20
go while working with home

cammunit

over £u

tin. Most of the you

of he

ontinuing Educat

mmitte s
community to help and
together to further

mmunity.” As they are getting
“ribes them as becoming
little advocates for the LGBT community. She

has a strong passion to see equal rights happen

nst because of
: he hop
marriage equality soon and for the adop

gay and lesbian couples to become

and to not be discrim

who they love or who

proc
less strained.

self as thoug

s well. She shows her

equal.
out family, community, education

people as

and empowerment

"] have been

embraced
by this
community,
very
welcomed
and never
questioned.
People are
Just happy to
nave others
on board
and to help
move things
forward.”

o RS

Each Grand Marshal was so positive and felt so
honored to be selected this year. | know they will
all continue to share their unique gifts with our
community and how happy we are to have each

of them on board! Our community needs leader-
ship, role models and strong examples- and this
is a year of such people! The strong, passionate &
proud- our 2013 Pride Grand Marshals.

Written by Sarah Young

pridehouston.org JUTINFORM 35
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LM

GRAND MARSHALS

These two are quite the entertainment as they have recently been

on the Amazing Race and are also known as the Chippendale danc-

d headlines. Full of energy and I'm eager to see

cited to be this

what's next for them. Jaymes and James

year's selected Celebrity Grand Marshals

Jaymes Vaughan & James Davis

For eight years, Jaymes and James have held a

shi

relationship and zeal for their friends

each other. Jaymes, being part of the
doesn't bat an eyelash when James is asked
guestions about their friend-
ship. They are a team

and a team supports one

another and fights for

what is right

Both Jaymes and James are
lly talented and have

their first show together in At-
| City, New Je v on May

music

a gifted singer

on the guitar. After becoming
musicians, Jaymes and James
enterad into the world of model-
ing and now are so well known for
their stunning talent and striking

good looks.,

Despite the stereotypes for being fa-
mous, both of these gentlemen are in
a committed relationship. Jaymes has
been with his partner for two years now and James is very invested in his girlfriend
of over 3 years.

They both share their thoughts on Pride of how it is about being around everyone and

feeling a sense of community. They say, "We are all equal, every body’s human and
we are all the same.” These guys are passionate in their message of "Be yourself,
whoever you are, come be you.”

“Life is too
short and too
precious to be
unhappy or
ashamed of

who you are.”

It was an honor to meet
these two lovely men and

| share in their excitement
for this year’s Pride Pa-
rade. | know they will have
a blast traveling to Houston
and being part of such a
great community. They are
full of talent and young life
and | expect great things
from both of them. We
welcome the 2013 Celebrity
Grand Marshals!

pridehouston.org OUTINFORM 37
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USE PROMO CODE

TO SAVE 10% ON
SELECT PERFORMANCES
AT TUTS.COM/PROMO!

CALL TODAY FOR BEST SEATS! TICKETS START AT ONLY $24!

uNITED §) 73 1TC

Yl & B &7 e LT 4 AL . Y @ ey &V o M
&) HOUSTON; CHRONICLE




