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THE ARABS OF PALESTINE

b y  MARTHA GELLHORN

M artha  G e l l h o r n . novelist, journalist, and former war correspondent, has recently 

returned from  a journey to the M iddle East, where she went to see the “Palestinian R efu­

gee Problem” in terms o f real life, real people. Here she reports how the Arab refugees 

and the Arab Israelis live, and what they say about themselves, their past and their future.

. ^ ^ .ocording to A rab  politicians and apologists, 
this is w h a t h appened , this is the  a u th en tic  view, 
these a re  the  facts. D o u b t is treasonous. T h ere  
can  be only  one tru th , accord ing  to  A rab  po liti­
cians and  apologists, and  it belongs to them :

In 1948, war look place between five Arab nations of 
the Middle East and the Jew s in Palestine. This war 
was caused by the United Nations, whose General As­
sembly resolved to partition Palestine into two states, one 
for the Palestinian Arabs, the other fo r  the Jew s. The 
Arab nations and the Palestinian Arabs would not accept 
this monstrous decision. They were obliged to protect 
themselves against it, with force. The United Nations 
operated as the tool of the Western Imperialists, notably 
Great Britain and the United States. The United N a ­
tions wanted the Jews to proclaim the upstart state of 
Israel. Because of the Western Imperialists, who favored 
Israel, the Arabs lost the war. By massacre, threatening 
broadcasts, pointed bayonets, and the murderous siege of 
cities, the Jew s drove hundreds of thousands of Arabs out 
of their homeland. For thirteen years, these Arab refugees 
have languished in misery around the borders of Israel. 
The United Nations (Western branch) bears the blame 
for these events and must repair the damage. The condi­
tion of the refugees is a sore on the conscience of honorable 
men. The Israeli government refuses to welcome back to 
their homeland the refugees, now swollen to more than a 
million in number. This refusal demonstrates the brutality 
and dishonesty of Israel, an abnormal nation of aliens

who not only forced innocent people into exile but also stole 
their property. There is no solution to this injustice, the 
greatest the world has ever seen, except to repatriate all 
Palestinian refugees in Palestine. Palestine is an Arab 
country, now infamously called Israel. Israel has no right 
to exist, and the Arab nations will not sign peace treaties 
with it but will, by every means possible, maintain the 
stale of war.

T he details of the A rab  case vary , depend ing  on 
the political clim ate of the m om ent and the au d i­
ence. H ow ever, the Palestinian refugees always 
rem ain  the invaluable , cen tra l them e. T h e  case is 
pain ted  the color of blood in the A rab  countries: 
R evenge and R etu rn . For the W estern  public, 
tears replace blood; the A rab case rests on the 
plight of the refugees and is a call to conscience 
ra th e r  than  to arm s. But no A rab  statesm an has 
ever prom ised final peace w ith Israel if only the 
m illion Palestinian refugees m ay re tu rn  to their 
form er homes.

T he best w ay to consider this case is close up, by 
looking at the Palestinian refugees them selves, not 
as a “ p rob lem ,” not as statistics, bu t as people. 
T h e  Palestin ian  refugees, b a ttered  by th irteen  
years in the a ren a  of in te rna tiona l politics, have 
lost the ir shape; they ap p ear as a lum p and  are 
spoken of as one object. T hey  are  individuals, like 
everyone else.

D espite the un ique  care  and concern  they have
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received , d esp ite  th e  u n iq u e  p u b lic ity  w hich rages 
a ro u n d  th em , the  A ra b  refugees, alas, are n o t 
u n iq u e . A lth o u g h  no  one know s exactly  how  
m an y  refugees are  sca tte red  everyw here  over the 
g lobe, it is es tim ated  th a t  since W orld  W a r II, an d  
on ly  since th e n , a t  least th ir ty -n in e  m illion non- 
Arab m en , w om en , an d  ch ild ren  h av e  becom e 
hom eless refugees, th ro u g h  no choice of th e ir  ow n. 
T h e ir  n u m b e rs  g row  every  y ea r; A ngo lans are the  
la tes t ad d itio n  to  th e  long  list, f ile  causes for this 
u p ro o tin g  a re  alw ays d iffe ren t, b u t th e  resu lt is the  
sam e: the  u p ro o ted  h av e  lost w h a t they  had an d  
w here  th ey  cam e  from  and  m ust s ta r t  life again  as 
h a n d ic a p p e d  s tran g ers  w h erev er they  a re  allow ed 
to live.

T h e  w orld  could  be far m ore  generous to these 
u nw illing  w an d ere rs , b u t a t  least the  w orld has 
never th o u g h t of ex p lo iting  th em . T h ey  a re  recog­
n ized  as people , n o t paw ns. By th e ir  ow n efforts, 
and  w ith  help  from  those devo ted  to th e ir  service, 
all b u t som e six m illion  of the  th ir ty -n in e  m illion 
have  m ad e  a p lace  for them selves, found  w ork an d  
a n o th e r  ch an ce  for th e  fu tu re . T o  be a  refugee is 
n o t necessarily  a life sen tence .

T h e  u n iq u e  m isfo rtune of the  Palestin ian  re fu ­
gees is th a t  th ey  are a  w eap o n  in  w h a t seems to  be 
a p e rm a n e n t w ar. A la rm in g  signs, from  E gypt, 
w arn  us th a t  the  P a lestin ian  refugees m ay  develop 
in to  m ore  th a n  a ju s tifica tio n  for cold  w ar against 
Israel. W e ignored  M ein K am bf in its d ay , as the  
rav ings of a lu n a tic , w ritten  for lim ited  hom e 
consu m p tio n . W e o u g h t to  h av e  lea rn ed  never to  
igno re  d ic ta to rs  o r th e ir  books. Egypt's Liberation, 
by G am al A bdel N asser, deserves care fu l notice. 
I t is sho rt, low -keyed, an d  tells us once ag a in  th a t  a 
n a tio n  has been o rd a in e d  by  fate to  lead  — this 
tim e, to lead  the  A rab  n a tio n s , all A frica, all 
Islam . T h e  P a lestin ian  refugees a re  n o t m e n ­
tioned , an d  to day , in  th e  M id d le  E ast, you get a 
rep ea ted  sink ing  sensation  ab o u t the P alestin ian  
refugees: th ey  a re  on ly  a  b eg in n in g , n o t an en d . 
T h e ir  fu n c tio n  is to h a n g  a ro u n d  and  be co n stan tly  
useful as a goad . T h e  u ltim a te  a im  is no t such 
h u m a n e  sm all p o ta to es  as r e p a tr ia tin g  refugees.

_Lh e  w ord “ refugee” is d ren ch ed  in m em ories 
w hich  s tre tch  back  over too  m an y  years and too  
m an y  lan dscapes: S p a in , C zechoslovakia , C h ina , 
F in lan d , E n g lan d , I ta ly , H o lla n d , G erm an y . In  
M a d rid , be tw een  a rtille ry  b o m b a rd m e n ts , c h il­
d re n  w ere stuffed  in to  trucks to be tak en  som e­
w here, o u t of th a t  ro u le tte  d e a th , w hile  th e ir  
m o thers c lu n g  to  the  ta ilb o a rd s  of the  trucks an d  
w ere d rag g ed  w eep ing  a fte r th e  b ew ildered , w eep ­
ing ch ild ren . In  G e rm an y , a t  w a r ’s en d , th e  w hole 
co u n try  seem ed alive w ith  th e  ro a m in g  m ad —

slave lab o re rs , c o n c e n tra tio n  c a m p  su rv iv o rs  —  
w ho spoke the  m a n y  to n g u es  of B abel, d ressed  in  
w h a tev e r scraps th e y  h a d  lo o ted , a n d  se a rc h e d  for 
food in  sta lled  fre ig h t ca rs  th o u g h  th e  v e ry  ra il-  
y a rd s  w ere  being  b o m b e d . F ro m  C h in a  to  F in ­
la n d , peo p le  like these  d e fin ed  th e  m e a n in g  of 
“ re fu g ee .”

N o one cou ld  w ish to  see even  a p a le  im ita tio n  of 
such  ang u ish  ag a in . In  the M id d le  E ast, th e re  
w ould  be n o  h igh  explosive, n o  c o n c e n tra t io n  
cam ps, b u t  th e  im a g in e d , ex p ec ted  scene w as b ad  
en o u g h ; lice and  rick e ts  a n d  tu b ercu lo sis , bod ies 
ro tt in g  in th e  h ea t, th e  a p a th y  of d e sp a ir . W h y , in 
1961, d id  I have su ch  a  p ic tu re  o f th e  P a le s tin ia n  
refugees? O b v iously  fro m  w h a t I h a d  re a d , as one  
of the  av e rag e  a b so rb e n t re a d in g  p u b lic ; n o tio n s  
float in  the  a ir  exactly  as d u s t does. N o th in g  th a t  I 
h ad  re a d  o r h e a rd  p re p a re d  m e  for w h a t I fo u n d .

W h a t do  they  look like, th e  u n d if fe re n tia te d  
m ass know n  as th e  “ P a le s tin ian  R efugee  P ro b ­
lem ” ? W h a t do th ey  th in k , feel, say? W h a t d o  
they  w an t?  H ow  d o  th e y  live, w h ere  d o  th e y  live, 
w h a t d o  th ey  do? W ho  takes c a re  o f th em ? W h a t 
fu tu re  c a n  th ey  h o p e  for, in  te rm s o f re a lity , n o t  in 
te rm s of slogans, w h ich  a re  m ean in g less  if n o t 
ac tu a lly  fa ta l, as we know .

T h e  ch ild re n  a re  as fast as b ird s , ir re v e re n t  as 
m onkeys, la rg e -ey ed , re a d y  to  la u g h . T h e  y o u n g  
girls, tra in e d  by c a rry in g  w a te r  ja r s  o r  o th e r  h eav y  
h ouseho ld  b u n d les  on  th e ir  h ead s , m ove like 
b a lle rin as  an d  a re  sh ro u d e d  in m o d esty  a n d  silence 
as if in  cocoons. T h e  y o u n g  m en , c ru d e ly  o r  finely 
fo rm ed , h av e  in c o m m o n  th e  hopefu lness a n d  
sw agger of th e ir  new  m a n h o o d . T h e  m id d le  years  
seem  n o n d esc rip t, in b o th  sexes. A fte r  th is  th e  
w om en , w ho  age q u ick ly  b u t  n o t as q u ick ly  as the  
m en , w ea r u n p a in te d  ex p e rien ce  on  th e ir  faces; 
th ey  look p a tie n t, h u m o ro u s , a n d  s tro n g . W h e n  
th e  m en  h av e  g row n  visib ly  o ld , th ey  tu rn  in to  a 
race  of g randees. T h e ir  co lo r, in fa n t to  p a tr ia rc h , 
ran g es from  go lden  fa ir  to  m a h o g a n y  d a rk , all 
w arm ed  by  the  g laze  of sun . T h e  in s tin c t fo r hos­
p ita lity , th e  elegance  of m a n n e r  h av e  n o t b een  
ex ag g era ted .

U N R W A  (the U n ite d  N a tio n s  R elie f an d  W ork s 
A gency  for P alestine  R efugees in  th e  N e a r  E a s t) , 
in h e ritin g  its role from  p rev io u s c a re ta k e rs , has 
b een  the  sp len d id  m o th e r -a n d - fa th e r  of these 
peop le  for eleven years. In  th e  co u rse  of its p a r e n t ­
hood U N R W A  has sp e n t a b o u t $360 m illion  on 
th e  A ra b  refugees, th is m o n ey  h a v in g  b een  c o n ­
tr ib u te d  by  m em b ers  of th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s , w ith  
sm alle r b u t loving d o n a tio n s  from  p r iv a te  c h a r i ­
tab le  o rg an iza tio n s  as well. O f  th e  to ta l  th e  U n ite d  
S ta tes p ro v id ed  m o re  th a n  $238 m illio n , G re a t 
B rita in  over $65 m illio n  —  b u t  sp read  across th e  
years a n d  in  v a ry in g  a m o u n ts , six ty -one  sta tes, 
in c lu d in g  Israel an d  th e  H o ly  See, h av e  h e lp ed
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w ith  cash . T h e  Soviet U n ion  has nev er pa id  one 
cen t. T h is is a tiny  no te  of m alice: A rab  refugees 
often express tender em otions for the Soviet U nion , 
w hereas m ost of the  village o ra to rs b lam e the 
U n ited  S tates and E ng land , o r th a t bogey, “ W est­
ern  Im peria lism ,”  for th e ir exile.

In  the  so-called “ host co u n tries ,”  L ebanon , 
J o rd a n , Syria, and  Egypt, U N R W A  runs fifty- 
e igh t refugee cam ps. T h e  cam ps in E gyp t are  no t 
in E gyp t b u t  in the G aza  S trip , w hich is Palestine; 
E gypt is the  de facto m an d a to ry  pow er, the land  
and  the  governm en t of the G aza  S trip  are  Pales­
tin ian . T h e  m ajo rity  of cam ps in  Jo rd a n  are also 
on w h a t w as the te rrito ry  of Palestine, now a n ­
nexed to Jo rd a n .

U N R W A  has never yet been allow ed to m ake a 
to ta l p ro p e r census of its refugee p o p u la tion , so 
statistics ab o u t the  n u m b e r of ex-Palestin ians 
are  n o th in g  except the best estim ate  possible; 
U N R W A  itself says this. O ver h a lf  of the regis­
tered  P alestin ian  refugees do n o t live in  cam ps, b u t 
have m ade m ore o r less com fortab le  p rivate  
a rran g em en ts  vary ing  from  first-class houses, a t 
the  top . to  h an d -b u ilt H ooverville shacks, a t the 
b o ttom . U N R W A  calcu lates th a t, a t th e  end of 
Ju n e , 1960, 421,500 refugees were living in th e ir 
cam ps, a lm ost doub le  the ir cam p  p o pu la tion  ten  
years ago. T h e  ad van tage  of living in a cam p is 
th a t  life th e re  is ren t free; and  for the poor, the 
s ta n d a rd  of housing and  san ita tion  in an  U N R W A  
cam p  is b e tte r  th an  th a t  of the native  po p u la tio n .

T h e  in te rn a tio n a l personnel of U N R W A , A m er­
icans an d  W estern  E uropeans, is sm all; 128 m en 
and  w om en w ork  in four countries. T h e  mass of 
those w ho serve the Palestin ian  refugees are  
P alestin ian  refugees them selves, som eth ing  over 
10,000 of them . U N R W A  is ru n n in g  a w orld, 
sim ply, a little  welfare state. It m akes villages, 
called  cam ps, and  keeps them  clean  an d  free of 
disease, feeds, educates, tra ins teachers and  techn i­
cians an d  craftsm en, operates clinics an d  m a te r­
n ity  cen ters, sends ou t visiting nurses, encourages 
sm all p riv a te  enterprises w ith sm all loans, d is­
trib u tes  c lo th ing , soap, kerosene, b lankets, provides 
h osp ita liza tion , footballs, you th  clubs, m osques.

U N R W A  is a kind, im p artia l p a re n t; it has no 
favorites. H ow ever, people are  all d ifferen t, luck­
ily; and  th o u g h  one m an  will arrive  in exile as a 
d estitu te  refugee and in tim e ow n a w hopp ing  
C hevro let and  be a self-em ployed taxi d riv e r, w ith 
a  cozy hom e an d  a sm iling wife in a flow ered p rin t 
dress and  a gleam ing re frigera to r in  the d in ing  
room , a n o th e r will rem ain  in w hatever shelter 
U N R W A  gave h im , sitting  e ith er on his ow n floor 
o r a t a cafe tab le , w aiting  for no th in g , or for 
d iv ine in te rven tion , or for the  m ailed , p rom ised, 
delivering fist of Nasser. U N R W A  d id  n o t inven t 
th e  h u m a n  condition .

O f U N R W A ’s fifty-eight cam ps, I visited eight 
—  in L ebanon , the G aza S trip , and  Jo rd a n . T h e  
p lan  and facilities of every U N R W A  cam p are  
alike; they differ only in size and  are  b e tte r or 
worse depend ing  on w hether they are  new er or 
o lder and on the ch a ra c te r  of the people w ho live 
in  them . E ach cam p  has its clinic and  school (or 
schools), w arehouse cen te r for d is trib u tin g  rations, 
“ supp lem en tary  feeding s ta tio n ,” w here ho t m eals 
a re  served to those who need them , village b azaa r 
street w ith sm all shops, m arket booths, cafes. 
T h e  bigger the cam p, the bigger the bazaa r. I 
also w ent round  two hospitals, two vocational 
tra in in g  schools, and  was received in two p rivate  
hom es, hav ing  been invited by refugees.

M y guide and chaperone was an  U N R W A  em ­
ployee, a Palestin ian  A rab , w ho served as tran s la ­
to r w hen needed. M y system was to say: please 
show m e your best and  your w orst cam p , and  if 
tim e perm its, le t us also look a t the  in-betw een. 
In  th e  cam ps, I knocked on any  door an d  m any . 
N oth ing  was p lanned . W e ch a tted  a t  random  
an d  w ent w herever I liked. In  the G aza  S trip , 
I was accom panied  for a day  by a  young Pales­
tin ian  in  a p in-striped  su it; he  o r som eone like 
h im  is a cross every foreigner has to  bea r. H e is 
local Secret Service, and  the refugees know  this; 
he is an  a rd en t N asserite, as ap p aren tly  all
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Palestin ian  govern m en t officials in G aza a re , or 
m ust a p p ea r to be; and  he is by avocation  a 
p ropagand ist an d  dem agogue. A t one G aza 
cam p, besides this young gent, I h ad  an  escort of 
th ree P alestin ian  cops w ho len t an  even heavier 
no te  to the proceedings. O therw ise, m y visits 
w ere uncensored. I m ay have seen a tru e  cross 
section of the Palestin ian  refugee p o p u la tion , and 
I m ay no t have. I only know  th a t I saw real 
people in the flesh, and a  large n u m b er of them , 
and  I know  w h a t they said. W hen the word 
“ they” appears on these pages, it m eans those 
A rabs w hom  I saw ; it m eans n o th in g  m ore.

J B e ir u t  is a lovely boom  tow n, an en tran c in g  
m ix tu re  of Asia M inor and  F ran ce , w ith  scenery 
to  lift the h e a r t and g lam o u r hotels all over the 
lo t and m ore abu ild ing . W e set off, m y Palestin ian  
guide and  1, in a shiny c a r  for an  U N R W A  cam p 
in the L ebanese hills. M y guide, like his colleagues 
who accom panied  m e elsew here, was an  executive, 
responsible for an  U N R W A  d ep a rtm en t, dressed 
in a W estern  business su it, a self-assured, m iddle- 
class O rgan iza tio n  M an . T h e  refugees are  not 
only individuals, b u t they  com e from  w idely dif­
ferent social backgrounds. M en of the class of 
m y guides w ould no t be  living in refugee cam ps; 
they m igh t w ork in th em  as doctors or teachers.

T his cam p  was inhab ited  exclusively by C hris­
tian  A rabs. I w ondered  aloud a t a separation  by 
creed. M y guide was a M uslim  and said th a t 
C hristian  cam ps were alw ays c leaner and  superior 
to M uslim  ones, and besides, very few C hristians 
lived in cam ps; they a rran g ed  the ir lives b etter 
on th e ir own.

T h e  cam p  consisted of little  cem ent o r fram e 
houses ram b lin g  over the hillside, a village of poor 
people, d isorderly  and  deflow ered and  cheerful. 
School was letting  o u t for lu n ch ; troops of ch il­
d ren , dressed in the p inafo re  un iform  th a t  sm all 
boys and  girls w ear in Ita lian  schools, m eandered  
hom e, shou ting  bye-bye a t friendly, giggling 
length . T hey  are R om an  C atholics here , bu t the 
young teachers are  refugees, not priests. T hey  
have to teach  the ch ild ren  ab o u t Palestine, since 
m ost of th em  have never seen the coun try  and  
even the oldest c an n o t rem em ber it. T h e  ch ild ren  
are  tau g h t ha te , the G ard en  of E den stolen from  
them  by m u rd erers ; th e ir d u ty  is to live for R e tu rn  
and  Revenge.

T h e  m in ia tu re  w hite  clinic had  only one cus­
tom er, a nice-looking girl of tw enty-one who h ad  
b ro u g h t h er fo u rth  b ab y  for a checkup. H er h u s­
b an d  works in  L ibya; she too lived th ere  for a few 
years b u t re tu rn ed . L ibya  is very expensive; she 
can  live here  w ith his p aren ts  an d  thus save

m oney for the  fu tu re . T h e  resid en t n u rse , a 
buxom  elderly  w om an , said they  h ad  no  rea l 
sickness; in sum m er, th e  ch ild re n  go t a b it of 
con junctiv itis  and  d ia r rh e a ; oh , no, tra c h o m a  is 
very  ra re , and  besides, we c u re  it; th e re ’s som e 
chicken pox now . M y g u ide  an n o u n ced  th a t  if 
any  refugee needed an  o p e ra tio n  he  w as taken  in 
an  am b u lan ce  to  a h o sp ita l in  B eiru t w h ere  
U N R W A  reserved beds an d  p a id  for ev e ry th in g ; 
you w ould have  to  be a  r ich  m a n  in  L eb an o n  to 
get such good and  speedy tre a tm e n t. H e r fo u rth  
b ab y , I m used, and she only  tw en ty -one . Yes, 
yes, said m y guide, th e  refugees have  a h ig h e r 
b ir th  ra te  th a n  any o th e r A rabs, an d  h ea lth ie r  
ch ild ren .

R efugees receive a m o n th ly  basic food ra tio n  of 
flour, pulse (dried  peas, beans, lentils), sugar, rice, 
oils, and  fats; th is am o u n ts  to  1500 calories a d ay  
p er person, increased in w in te r to  1600 calories 
a day , an d  it is no t enough . T h e  refugee m ust 
find som e w ay to  eai’n m oney  to  increase  his d ie t, 
o r keep p o u ltry  or rab b its , o r g row  vegetab les. 
M an y  had  p lan ted  tiny  g a rd en s  here , b u t  c h a rm ­
ingly and  w ith  m ore en thusiasm , th ey  also grow  
flowers for the jo y  of th e  th in g . T h e re  is a da ily  
m ilk ra tio n  for ch ild ren  an d  p re g n a n t an d  nu rsin g  
m o thers; an d  h o t m eals a re  served in  th e  “ su p ­
p lem en ta ry  feeding s ta tio n ,” to  those w ho need 
them , on the  d o c to r’s o rd e r. In  th is c am p , said m y 
guide, 85 p er cen t of the peop le  h av e  w ork. If 
th ere  a re  h a rd sh ip  cases, w hen  n o  one can  b rin g  
m oney to the  fam ily, U N R W A ’s W elfare  Section  
steps in. T h is p a tte rn  is un iversa l.

If you th ink  it  your d u ty , I said, to  m ake every ­
th ing  seem  b e tte r  th a n  it is, d o n ’t. I ’m  n o t on  an  
inspection  to u r, I only w a n t to  ge t som e id ea  of 
w h a t life is really  like. H e  sto p p ed , o ffended , in 
the m idd le  of the  stony p a th  an d  ex p la in ed : here , 
in L eb an o n , 80 per c e n t o f the  refugees a re  b e tte r  
off th an  they  w ere in  P alestine. T w en ty  p e r  c en t 
are  no t. T h e  20 p e r c en t w ere sm all cap ita lis ts , 
and  th ere  is m uch  r iv a lry  w ith  th e  L ebanese  in  
business, they  m ake obstacles. Also it  is p o litica l; 
they  do  no t give the  refugees c itizensh ip , you 
u n d e rs ta n d , because th e  m a in  p a r t  of th e  refugees 
a re  M uslim s and  th a t  w ould  u p se t the  b a lan ce  
here, w here  th e  C hristians ru le . I d o  n o t speak  
to you of the rich  P a lestin ian  refugees; th ey  are  
rich e r th a n  before, they  a re  very  h ap p y .

w  w e n t  to p ay  the  req u ired  visile de politesse 
to  the cam p  leader. E very  c a m p  lead er acts as 
an  ap p o in ted  village m ay o r; he has to keep 
th e  p lace ru n n in g , serve as liaison officer w ith  
U N R W A  local h e a d q u a rte rs , an d  h a n d le  the  
com pla in ts  of his ow n people . S ittin g  in  his n e a t
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office, w ith  m y guide, the  p rinc ipa l of the  school 
(a fo rm er m em b er of the Palestin ian  police), and  
the  cam p  leader, I listened to the first of w h a t 
becam e an  alm ost daily M ad  H a tte r  conversation .

I t w en t like this:
“ T h e  A rab  countries invaded  Israel in 1948 to 

save the  P alestine A rabs from  being m assacred by 
the  Jew s.”

“ W ere th e re  m assacres? W here?”
“ O h , yes, everyw here. T errib le , te rr ib le .”
“ T h en  you m ust have lost m any  relatives and 

friends.”
T his, being  a tiresom e dedu c tio n  from  a p re ­

vious s ta tem en t, is b rushed  aside w ithou t com ­
m en t.

“ Israel o v e rran  the tru ce  lines an d  stole our 
cou n try . W e left from  fear. W e have a r ig h t to 
o u r p ro p erty , w hich brings in 47 m illion pounds 
a y ear in incom e. If we h ad  ou r ow n m oney, 
we w ould need no th ing  from  U N R W A . O u r ow n 
m oney  is m u ch  m ore. W e do  n o t have to be 
g ra tefu l for the  little m oney  spent on us. W e 
should  have o u r  ow n.”

“ T h en , of course, you w an t to re tu rn  to  your 
p ro p erty  and  to Israel?”

“Not to  Israel. N ever to  Israel. T o  o u r own 
co u n try , to  o u r ow n p a r t .”

“ B ut d id n ’t the  Jew s accep t P a rtition , while 
the  Palestine A rabs an d  the  A rab  governm ents 
refused?”

“ Yes, yes. A nd E ngland p ro tec ted  the Jew s. 
A n A rab  w as arrested  if he ca rried  a pistol only to 
defend himself, b u t Jew s could go th ro u g h  the 
streets in tanks and  n o th ing  h ap p en ed  to them . 
Also, E ng land  told the  A rab  states to a ttack  
Is ra e l.”

T h e  p rin c ip a l of the school th en  spoke u p . “ In  
o u r school, we teach  the  ch ild ren  from  th e ir first 
y ear ab o u t th e ir  coun try  and  how  it was stolen 
front them . I tell my son of seven. You will see: 
one d ay  a m an  of eighty an d  a child  so h igh , all, 
all will go hom e w ith arm s in  th e ir hands and  take 
back  th e ir co u n try  by fo rce .”

O n  this w arlike note, we left. M y guide had  
seem ed a sober con ten ted  fellow un til o u r little 
m eeting , w hereupon  he sounded  like a politician  
ru n n in g  recklessly for office. H e then  astonished 
m e again .

“ I t  can  all be solved w ith  m o n ey ,” he  said. 
“ N ow  the people  have n o th ing  in the ir m ouths 
b u t w ords, so they talk . M oney fills the m outh  
too. If  every m a n  got a thousand  dollars for each 
m em b er of his family, for com pensation  to have 
lost his co u n try , and  he could  be a citizen  in any 
A rab  co u n try  he likes, he w ould no t th ink  of 
Palestine an y  m ore. T h en  he could s ta rt a new 
life an d  be rich  and  happy. A nd those w ho really  
do  ow n som eth ing  in Palestine m ust be paid  for

w hat they had  there . But those are  no t m any. 
M ost h ad  no th ing , only w ork .”

I  I i g h  on a m o u n ta in to p , w ith  a dow n-sw eeping 
view  of orange groves and  the satin  b lue of the 
M ed ite rran ean , is a sm all M uslim  cam p  nam ed 
M ia  M ia. H ere one w hole Palestin ian  village, 
am ongst o thers, had  lan d ed ; they cam e from  a 
m o u n ta in to p  in G alilee, a place called  M eron . 
T h e ir  h ead m an , or village leader, the  M uk tar, 
plied us w ith C oca-C ola and  T urk ish  coffee in his 
exile’s p arlo r. He is a beautifu l m an , perhaps 
sixty-five years old, lean , w ith exquisite m anners. 
H e  w ore the handsom e w hite A rab  headdress, 
held in place by the usual black double-corded  
crow n; he was dressed in a w ell-preserved cream  
silk jacket, a w hite silk sh irt, pressed gray  flannel 
trousers, polished Ita lia n a te  black shoes.

W hilst we sucked C oca-C ola th ro u g h  straws 
an d  stud ied  his son’s pitifully bad  b u t lovingly 
executed pain tings —  a p o rtra it of N asser; C hrist 
an d  the V irg in  —  the M u k ta r  talked. Seventeen 
people of his village were m assacred, w hich was 
w hy they fled, b u t an  old blind w om an of 104 was 
left beh ind  and  the Jew s poured  kerosene over 
h er and  b u rn ed  her alive. H ow  d id  they know, 
if they h ad  all fled? W ell, then  the Jew s w ent 
aw ay and  some villagers c rep t back an d  found her, 
and  besides, the U nited  N ations T ru ce  Com m is­
sion also found her.

M y guide looked em barrassed . T h e  T ru ce  C om ­
mission was a shaky point. I t  was a  stra in  to be­
lieve th a t the U N  m ilita ry  observers, occupied with 
arm ies and  frontiers, w ould have had  tim e to 
investigate each atrocity  story in the  country . 
I w ondered w here the fam ilies of the m assacred 
and  the crem ated  w ere; everyone knows everyone 
else in a village, surely the surviving relatives were 
the best witnesses.

“ I could tell you m any such stories,” said the 
M u k tar.

“ I am  sure of it,” said I . “ But please tell me 
ab o u t M ero n .”

So I heard  of M eron , the ir beautifu l stone 
houses, th e ir lovely groves, the ir spacious and  
happy  life in E den; all lost now. I could readily  
im agine this a ristocra t living in a palace on a 
m o u n ta in to p  and  decided th a t I would later go 
and  see his hom e; b u t for the m om ent I accepted 
a rose from  him , and we set off to pay  calls in the 
cam p.

A w om an of forty or so, w ith a face like the best 
and  ju iciest apple, and  lively eyes, seized me and 
hau led  me in to  her house. She began , w ith ges­
tures, to deliver an  o ration . She touched the ceil­
ing w ith con tem pt, pulling  bits aw ay; she called
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upon  heaven  to  witness h e r m isery. H er voice 
soared and  fell in  glorious rhy thm s. She loved 
do ing  it an d  I loved w atch ing  it. In  m u tu a l d e ­
light, we sm iled m ore an d  m ore as the tale of 
woe unfo lded , un til she could  keep it u p  no longer, 
b u rst in to  roars of lau g h te r, and  kissed me co p i­
ously. M y guide seem ed u n du ly  g lum  abou t all 
this, perh ap s because this d ay  we w ere th ree ; a 
E u ro p ean  U N R W A  official had  jo in ed  us.

“ She is a big lia r ,” said m y guide, when we 
h ad  left her house. “ She lies as she breathes. 
W e gave h er all the  m ateria l for a new  roof. She 
sold it. She is so poor th a t she is going to m ake a 
p ilg rim age to  M ecca this year. She does no t 
have to m ake a p ilg rim age. D o you know w h a t 
th a t costs? O n e  thousand  pounds.”

In  Lebanese m oney, this am ounts to ab o u t 
$350 —  a fortune.

“ O h , she is a te rrib le  b ad  one.”
“ I loved h e r ,” I said. “ S he’s one of m y favorite 

types of people in the  w orld. A really  jolly open  
crook. I hope she has a w onderful tim e a t  M ecca .” 

“ But we have to fix h e r roof an yhow ,” said the 
U N R W A  official.

In  our suite of followers, I had  noticed a tall 
boy of sixteen or seventeen, w ith  fine in telligent 
eyes, a h ap p y  face, and a fresh w hite  shirt. I 
spoke to h im  in English, and  he understood ; I 
asked w heth er we could  visit his family. H is 
house was no  la rger th a n  any  o ther, b u t clean , 
peaceful, an d  touching , w ith  o rderly  fu rn itu re  
and  p ic tu re  post cards tacked to the  walls. His 
m o th er was b lind from  c a ta ra c t, an d  his g ra n d ­
m o th er seem ed o lder th a n  tim e, of a generation  
so old th a t she had  ta tto o  m arks on h e r cheeks.

T h e  boy had  g rad u a ted  from  high school and 
now  w orked as m an ag er of the  food d istribu tion  
cen te r in the big cam p  (14,000 in h ab itan ts) on 
the p lain  below . H e m ust have been very co m ­
p e ten t an d  very re liab le  to m erit this job. H e  
hoped to becom e a T V -rad io  engineer. H e did  
no t speak of Palestine. T h ere  was w ork he w anted 
to  do, w herever a m an  could do  such work. 
U N R W A  is now bu ild ing  a vocational tra in in g  
school in L eb an o n ; it should be open  in the 
a u tu m n . W ith  any  luck, this boy will learn the 
technical skill he so desires and  m ake his own life 
in d ep en d en t of anyone’s ch arity .

W e h ea rd  shrill pa in fu l ch ild ’s cry ing  and w ent 
tow ard  the  sound. A child  of ab o u t tw o was tied 
by the ankle to a ch a ir, how ling the  sam e w ord 
over and  over. A younger child  was silently try ing  
to  hold its body  up, clinging to the a rm  of an o th e r 
ch a ir. O n  a clean m at, on a clean little  sheet, a 
b ab y  twisted its body  restlessly, b u t its legs lay 
still. All th ree  w ere rem ark ab ly  good-looking, all 
seem ingly husky and  well form ed.

T h e  cam p  leader ca rried  on a sh o rt bark ing  ex­

change w ith  th e ir  young m o th e r an d  re p o rte d : 
“ She is tw enty-five. N one of th e  ch ild ren  c a n  
m ove th e ir  legs; th e  legs will n o t ho ld  th em . T h e  
child  is tied  because he  c a n  p u ll h im self o u t of 
the house an d  get h u r t . She says, please, will you 
help  her?”

S peaking  F ren ch  to  th e  U N R W A  official, b e ­
cause no  one else th e re  knew  th e  lan g u ag e , I sa id , 
“ She can  easily have  five o r  six m ore  ch ild ren  like 
this. I t  is te rrib le  for h er. T h e  v isiting  n u rse  
ough t to exp la in  a b o u t b ir th  c o n tro l.”

“ You d o n ’t know' w h a t y o u ’re  saying. U N R W A  
could no t touch  such a  th ing , n o t even m en tio n  it. 
H ere  are  these people , an d  th e  n am e  of th e ir  c o u n ­
try  does n o t exist on  the  m ap  an y  m ore. I f  we 
s ta rt teach ing  th em  b ir th  co n tro l, we will be a c ­
cused of try ing  to  w ipe o u t th e  peop le  too. Besides, 
the m en w ould never allow  it. T h e y  w an t to  h av e  
a lo t of sons; it is a m a tte r  of p rid e  w ith  th em . A n d  
politics en ters too, as in to  ev e ry th in g ; I ’ve h e a rd  
them  say it. W e need  to  h av e  m a n y  ch ild ren  an d  
grow  an d  increase so th a t the  w orld will n ev er 
forget u s.”

“ T h e y ’re doing  well, from  w h a t I ’ve seen .’’
“ A bou t 30,000 babies a y e a r .”
T h e  cam p  leader, escorting  us to  o u r ca r, re ­

m arked  th a t  no one  here  h ad  an y  w ork. H e d e liv ­
ered  a sh o rt speech in E nglish ; he was a  very  
nice, gen tle  m an . “ A ll the  m en  d o  is sit in  cafe 
and  suffer, suffer. A young m a n  sees tim e  r u n ­
ning, ru n n in g , an d  he gets old w ith no  years. 
If  I d id  no t got m y lan d  to  h ope  for, I lose m y  
b ra in s .”

O n  o u r w ay to  B eiru t, th e  U N R W A  official 
said, “ E igh ty  p e r c en t of th e  m en  in th a t  c a m p  
w ork. I t ’s qu ite  a p rosperous little  c a m p .”

“ D o they  lie ju s t for the  fun of it?”  I t  h ad  been  
a long day .

“ W ell, i t ’s n a tu ra l in fro n t of us. I f  they  e a rn  
too m uch , they a re  tak en  off the  ra tio n  lists. If  
they ea rn  above a  ce rta in  a m o u n t, they  a re n ’t 
eligible for the services. F ree  m ed ic ine  an d  d o c to r­
ing and  schooling. So, obviously they  d o n ’t w a n t 
us to  know .”

“ Like non-refugees w ith the  incom e tax  co llec­
tors?”

“ T h a t’s i t .”
“ D o you know  w hat th ey  a re  earn in g ?”
“ N ot really . H ow  could  we? O f course, if a n y ­

one has reg u la r em ploym en t, we ev en tua lly  le a rn  
of it and  c u t dow n the  ro lls.”

T h e  refugees, in cam ps as well as o u tside  of 
cam ps, do  find w ork of som e sort; o therw ise, on 
1500 calories a day , th ey  w ould  soon becom e an d  
look like a  severely u n d e rn o u rish ed , sickly g ro u p . 
U N R W A ’s h ea lth  statistics can  be relied  on ; th ey  
know  how  m an y  refugees use th e ir  m ed ica l services 
an d  for w h a t reason an d  w ith  w h a t results. T h e
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s ta n d a rd  of h ea lth  is unusually  high and  is one of 
U N R W A ’s finest achievem ents.

O n  the  p la in  below M ia  M ia, the  land  is green 
w ith c itrus groves, b a n a n a  p lan ta tions, w here 
n o th in g  grew  before. T h is is the w ork of refugees; 
som eone should be very gratefu l to them . Refugees 
w ho were c ity  dw ellers in Palestine g rav ita te  to 
city  w ork: taxi drivers, em ployees, m erchan ts. 
N o m a tte r  w hat official a ttitu d es are , all of these 
people tend  to seek the ir ow n previous level, 
u n d e r the  universal refugee h an d icap  of sta rting  
from  scratch , of being exploitable, and  in com ­
petition  w ith established locals. Besides, they  are 
living in a p a rt of the w orld w here poverty  is an  
endem ic disease and it is h a rd  for anyone to m ake 
a good living, unless you are  born  in to  a silver- 
spoon fam ily.

O u t of the b lue, my guide a n n o u n c e d : “ T h e re  is 
no c rim e in the cam ps. No thefts, no fires, no 
blood feuds. I t is m uch b e tte r th an  it was in Pales­
tine. T hey  know  they a re  all b ro thers in refuge. 
T h e re  w ere a few m urders some tim e ago; som e­
one rap ing , som ething like tha t, f t is n a tu ra l. 
But no c rim e .”

A nd this is tru e . In  all the  cam ps. Exile has 
ta u g h t one v aluab le  lesson: how to live peacefully 
and  law fully together.

_Lo e n t e r  the  G aza S trip  you req u ire  a m ilitary  
visa from  the  E gyptian  governm ent in C airo . I 
had  arrived  in C airo expecting  to proceed like 
the w ind d irec tly  from there  to G aza  b u t was in ­
form ed, by the  local U N R W A  press officer, th a t 
this perm it took two o r th ree weeks to get, and 
som etim es you never got it. Besides, there  was 
only one U N E F  arm y p lane  to G aza  each  S a tu r­
day , and  they d id n ’t like carry ing  anyone except 
th e ir ow n personnel; besides, it was now  T h u rs ­
day , and  tom orrow  was the  M uslim  S unday , and  
indeed all looked hopeless. I foresaw b u m m ing  
a je ep  ride over the sandstorm ing  desert an d  infil­
tra tin g  in to  the  Strip som ehow ; bu t m ean tim e I 
called on the Egyptian  au thorities.

Because of the M uslim  holy day , and  the n u m ­
ber of passport photos I needed and  the n u m b er 
of offices I h ad  to run  betw een, it took ab o u t four 
days to get th e  visa, and every m inu te  was enjoy­
able. T h e  E gyptian  officials could no t have been 
k inder, and  I loved seeing them , the new  ruling  
class, who rem in d  me, in the ir cheerful, inchoate , 
im p o rtan t busyness, of m any  new ru lin g  classes I 
have observed round and  abou t, over the years. 
I t  is difficult to believe th a t these p leasan t young 
m en, in sh irt sleeves or uniform s, w ith  th e ir  n u m e r­
ous callers, th e ir telephones, th e ir m ounds of m im ­
eographed  form s, their em pty  T urk ish  coffee

cups, have any connection  w ith the  vainglory, the 
xenophob ia , the an ti-Sem itic  h a tred  th a t sm ear 
the press and  po u r over the a ir  of the ir fascinating 
city.

1 _Lhe G aza S trip , from  all accounts, would be a 
real hell hole. I t is a  roughly  rec tan g u la r slice of 
land , on the sou thernm ost M ed ite rran ean  frontier 
of Israel, some forty kilom eters long by five to ten 
kilom eters w ide, and  365,000 people, refugees and 
residents, live on it. I im agined it as a sand dune, 
packed solid w ith h u m an  flesh, b lazing hot, h id ­
eous, and  filthy. It is none of these. T h e  w eather 
was so idyllic —  a ch ina-b lue  sky and  a constant 
cool breeze —- th a t I assum ed this was special luck 
and  at once asked m y ch arm in g  lan d lad y  abou t it. 
No, the w eather in G aza  was alw ays delightful. 
She had  lived here  for th irty  years; there were 
two “ sticky” weeks in the sum m er, otherw ise you 
could no t find a m ore benign clim ate. Flying 
over the S trip , I had  noted  p len ty  of sand, but 
also p lenty  of green. T here  w ere always citrus 
groves in G aza, m y land lady  repo rted , G aza was 
fam ous for them , b u t since the refugees cam e these 
had greatly  increased, as had  the general cu ltiva­
tion. A nything grows here, she said, exhibiting 
her blossom ing garden .

T hen  I rem arked  th a t G aza tow n was a beehive 
of activity , w ith all the U N E F  soldiers, Danes, 
N orw egians, Ind ians, C anad ians, Yugoslavs, who 
patro l the Israeli-G aza b o rd er and  spend m oney 
in the town in th e ir free tim e, and  the Egyptian 
u p p er crust w hich oversees the Palestin ian  offi­
cials, and U N R W A  and visitors and  the local resi­
dents and , indeed, the refugees. T h e  refugees 
seem ed to b ring  prosperity  w ith them ; it was most 
m ysterious.

N ot a t all, said my land lady , we do no t know 
why we are no t com pletely  b a n k ru p t; b u t she was 
add ing  a th ird  floor to h er a lready  room y house, 
so g rea t is the dem and  for lodgings. Sizable villas 
are being bu ilt in w hat m ust be the fashionable 
section of G aza. T he m ain  square boasts an  array  
of parked M ercedes, finned pastel A m erican cars, 
and  h um bler Volkswagens. T h e  taxis in G aza are 
new. T h ere  is an  im posing m ovie thea te r, in the 
ugly w orld-w ide ch rom ium -and-junk  style; there 
are  ab u n d a n t cafes and  num erous ill-lit dingy 
shops, typical of the region. A n econom ist could 
surely answ er this ridd le: if no one has any  m oney, 
w hat a re  these eccentric m erchan ts and  purveyors 
of services doing?

T h e  refugee cam ps a re  m uch larger th an  those 
in L ebanon, sm all towns by M idd le  E astern  stand ­
ards. T hey  are  by no m eans luxury  establishm ents, 
b u t m any  people live in a  nastier sta te  in A m erican 
and  E uropean  slums. T h e  poor villagers of G aza
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are no t as well housed or cared  for as the refugees. 
T he G aza S trip  is no t a hell hole, no t a visible disas­
ter. I t  is w orse; it is a  ja il  —  w ith a m agical long 
white sand beach , and  a  breeze, and devoted 
welfare w orkers (U N R W A ) to look after the  
prisoners.

T h e  E gyp tian  governm en t is the  ja ile r. For re a ­
sons of its ow n, it does no t allow  th e  refugees to 
m ove from  this n a rro w  strip  of land . T h e  refugees 
m ight no t w an t to leave a t  all, or they  m ight no t 
w ant to leave for g o o d ; b u t anyone w ould becom e 
c laustrophob ic  if penned , for th irteen  years, inside 
248 square  kilom eters. A trickle of refugees, w ho 
can  prove they  have jobs elsewhere, a re  gran ted  
exit visas. T h e  only official n u m b er of the d e ­
p a rted  is less th a n  th ree  h u n d red , ou t of 255,000 
registered refugees. I t  seems incred ib le. R u m o r 
says th a t m ore  refugees do  m anage to  go aw ay 
illegally, by unknow n m ethods.

T hese locked-in people —  far too m any  in far 
too little  space —  can n o t find a d e q u a te  w ork. 
N atu ra lly , th e re  is less chance  of em ploym ent 
th a n  in th e  o th e r “ host coun tries.” M eantim e, 
they a re  exposed to th e  full and  co nstan t blast of 
E gyptian  p ro p ag an d a . N o w onder th a t G aza  
was the  hom e base of th e  tra ined  p a ram ilita ry  
bands called com m andos by the  Egyptians and  
Palestinians, and  gangsters by the Israelis —  the  
fedajin, whose jo b  was to  cross unnoticed  in to  
Israel and com m it acts o f pa trio tic  sabotage and  
m u rd er. A nd hav ing  been so devasta ting ly  beaten  
by Israel again , in  1956, has no t im proved the 
trap p ed , b itte r  G aza  m e n ta lity ; it only m akes the  
orators m ore  b lood th irsty .

Aj l \ . n o t h e r  M ad H a tte r  conversation , p ractically  
a public m eeting , took place in the  office of the 
leader of tw o ad jacen t cam ps, a m an  in charge 
of som e 29,000 people. T h e  cam p leader, the self- 
appo in ted  o ra to r, sat beh ind  his desk. T h e  Secret 
Service y ou th , m en tioned  earlier, th e  qu ie t 
U N R W A  P alestin ian , m y reg u la r chaperone, and  
the  th ree  un iform ed cops of highish ran k  com pleted  
the  com pany.

F irst the  cam p  lead er told m e how  rich they  
had  all been in Palestine and  how  m iserable they  
w ere now  and  how m uch land  they  had all 
ow ned. I do  no t d o u b t for one m inu te  how  
m uch land  some of them  ow ned, no r how rich  
some of th em  w ere, an d  I d id  not p o in t out this 
subtle d istinc tion : if everyone ow ned the lan d  
claim ed, P alestine w ould be th e  size of Texas; if 
everyone h ad  been so rich , it w ould have been 
largely popu la ted  by m illionaires. T o  gild the past 
is only h u m an , we all do  it; an d  to  gild it w ith  
solid gold is even m ore  h u m an  if you are  a refugee.

T h is p a r t  of his address was a lread y  so fam ilia r 
th a t I could  have rec ited  it for h im .

T hen  he spoke of Ja ffa , his n a tiv e  tow n. T h e  
Jew s su rro u n d ed  the  city , firing on all sides; they  
left one little  way o u t, by the  sea, so the  A rabs 
w ould go aw ay. O n ly  the  very  old an d  th e  very  
poor stayed , and  they  w ere k illed. A rab  refugees 
tell m an y  d issim ilar versions of the  Ja ffa  story , b u t 
the pu zz le r is: w here a re  the relatives of those w ho 
m ust have  perished in th e  fury  of h igh  explosive —  
the  infallib le witnesses? N o one says he  was 
loaded  on a tru ck  (or a b o a t) a t gun  p o in t; no one 
describes being forced from  his hom e by a rm ed  
Jew s; no  one recalls th e  e x tra  m enace  of enem y 
attacks, w hile in flight. T h e  sigh t of th e  d ead , 
the  h o rro rs  of escape a re  exact, d e ta iled  m em ories 
never forgo tten  by those w ho h ad  them . S urely  
A rabs w ould no t forget o r suppress such m em ories, 
if they , too, h a d  them .

As for those A rabs w ho rem ain ed  b eh in d , they  
a re  still in Ja ffa  —  3000 of th em  —  living in peace , 
p rosperity , an d  d iscon ten t, w ith  th e ir  heirs and  
descendants.

“ T h e  Jew s a re  c rim in a ls ,” th e  cam p  lead er c o n ­
tinued  in a rising voice. “ M u rd e re rs !  T h ey  a re  
the w orst crim inals in the  w hole w o rld .”

H ad  he ever h ea rd  of H itler?
H e  banged  his tab le  an d  said , “ H itle r  was far 

b e tte r  th a n  th e  Jew s!”
“ F a r  b e tte r  m u rd ere r?  H e  killed six m illion  

Jew s as a s ta r t ,” I observed.
“ O h , th a t  is all ex aggera ted . H e  d id  n o t. Be­

sides, the Jew s bluffed H itle r. T h ey  a rran g ed  in 
secret th a t he should kill a few of th em  —  old ones, 
w eak ones —  to m ake th e  o thers em ig ra te  to  
P alestine.”

“ T h irty -six  thousand  of th e m ,” said the  S ecret 
Service m an , p roving  th e  po in t, “ cam e here , b e ­
fore the  w ar, from  C en tra l E u ro p e .”

“ I t ’s am az in g ,” I said. “ I have  never before 
h ea rd  anyw here  th a t the  Jew s a rran g ed  w ith  
H itle r  for h im  to kill th e m .”

“ I t was a secre t!” the cam p  lead er shou ted . 
“ T h e  docum ents have  been found. E veryone 
knows. I t  was pub lished . T h e  Jew s a rran g ed  
it all w ith  H itle r .”

T h ere  is a lim it to  the  a m o u n t of M ad  H a tte ry  
one can  endure , so I suggested th a t  we visit the  
cam p . I knocked on a do o r a t ra n d o m , before 
the cam p  leader h ad  a ch an ce  to steer m e a n y ­
w here. T w o young m a rrie d  couples lived here . 
In  a co rn e r by the c o u rty a rd  w all stood a g roup  
of visitors, silent A rab  w om en, in th e ir  graceful 
long blue dresses, slightly  h id in g  th e ir  faces b e ­
h ind  th e ir  w hite h ead  veils. T h e  o lder w om en 
wore silver coins on chains across th e ir  fo reheads; 
this is very  p re tty  and  is also g u a ra n te e d  to  p re ­
ven t sickness of the eyes. I t  w as useless to try  to
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lu re  the  w om en in to  ta lk , b u t  one of th e  husbands 
ta lked  freely. T h e  Secret Service y o u th  tran sla ted .

“ I t is the  b lam e of A m erica  th a t  th is h ap p en ed , 
because they  help  the Jew s. W e only w an t A m er­
ica to  help  us to  get back  to  o u r la n d .”

“ H ow ?” I asked. “ By w ar?”
“ W hen  th e  A rabs are  u n ited , we will m ake th e  

w a r .”
“ W h a t do  you w ant from  us then? A rm s to  

m ake this w a r w ith?”
“ N o, we w an t you to  stop g iv ing a rm s and  

m oney to  Israel. Ju st now  K ennedy  has given 
Israel $25 m illion for a rm s.”

“ I do  no t believe th a t  the  U .S . governm en t 
has ever given o r sold a rm s to  Israe l. W h a t ab o u t 
the  arm s N asser gets from  R ussia an d  C zecho­
slovakia?”

“ T h a t  is all r igh t. T h a t  is d ifferen t. T h ey  are  
peace-loving nations. T h ey  only w an t to  help  th e  
undeveloped  coun tries.”

T h e  Secret Service m an  p u t in : “ A m erica 
offered us arm s, b u t w ith  conditions. W e will no t 
accep t conditions. So we take from  the E astern  
countries, w ho give w ithou t cond itions.”

“ W h a t do  you do?” I asked the  fat young 
h u sb an d .

“ N o th in g .”
“ W h at w ould  you like to  do?”
“ Be a sold ier and  fight Jew s.”
T h is o ra to ry  pleased th e  public  very m uch . 
“ D o you all like Nasser?” I asked, politely . 
W ide smiles. G eneral jo y .
“ W e do . C ertain ly . O h , of course. H e  will 

u n ite  us and m ake us strong . H e is ou r lead er.”

X o r  rest and  relaxation , toge ther w ith  thousands 
of locals, I w en t to  the School Sports D ay. Fifty 
th ousand  refugee ch ild ren  a tten d  school on the 
G aza  S trip , 98 p er cen t of the  possible school 
p o p u la tion . In  G aza’s spacious s tad iu m , 2000 
school ch ild ren  w ere ga th e red . T hey  ranged  from  
tiny  tots, th e  Brownies, in berets and  balle t- 
sk irted o range  uniform s, to  boys in ru n n in g  shorts 
and muscles. T h ey  p a rad ed  past the governor of 
th e  G aza  S trip  in  the view ing s tan d , led by girls 
in colored outfits who form ed the  Palestine flag. 
T h e  h u m an  flag was followed by the  Brow nie 
babies, G irl Scouts, Boy Scouts, girl gym nasts, and 
boy gym nasts. “ W e dressed every one of th e m ,” 
an  English U N R W A  official said. “ T his show 
costs us ab o u t tw o th o u san d  do llars, b u t it’s 
w o rth  it. I t  gives them  som eth ing  to  look forw ard 
to. T h ey  all love i t .” T h ey  loved it an d  th e ir  a d ­
m iring  families loved it an d  the  pub lic  loved it.

T h e  ch ild ren  had  m arch ed  in earnest stiff­
legged style. (“ Like the  British A rm y ,” I said.

“ L ike th e  E gyp tian  A rm y ,”  he said .) T hey  then  
lined u p  in fo rm ation , and  a loudspeaker b lared  
o u t A rab ic . T h ree  tim es the  ch ild ren  shouted  a 
u n an im ous, squeaky b u t enthusiastic  rep ly  to the 
loudspeaker’s com m an d in g  m ale  voice.

“ W h a t a re  the  cheers for?”
“ T h e  first is: ‘L ong L ive a F ree Palestine.’ T he 

second is: ‘L ong L ive the U n ited  A rab  R ep u b lic .’ 
T h e  th ird  is: ‘L ong  Live G am al A bdel N asser.’ ”

I stayed to  see the  w hite-clad  g irl gym nasts, as 
graceful as a  field of Isado ra  D uncans, do ing  lovely 
sw aying m otions w ith  b lue  gauze handkerchiefs.

T h e  V ocational T ra in in g  School a t  G aza is a 
freshly pain ted  g roup  of build ings, w ith  w ell-kept 
law ns, flower borders, scrubbed  S p artan  self- 
respecting  dorm itories, and  im pressive w orkshops 
equ ipped  w ith the com plex m ach in ery  th a t m od­
ern  life seems to  depend  on. T h e  boys w ere on 
th e ir  p lay ing  field th a t  afternoon , a  holiday, m ark ­
ing w hite lines for various sporting  events to com e. 
A few of them  drifted  back an d  w an ted  to  show 
off'every inch of th e ir  school. D id  they  like it here, 
d id  they enjoy the ir w ork, w ere they happy? N eed­
less to  ask; the answ er glowed an d  shone on them . 
T h e  g rad u a tes  of this school find good jobs for 
w hich they  are  tra in ed ; am ongst its m any  o ther 
p a re n ta l functions U N R W A  operates a p lacem ent 
b u reau  th ro u g h o u t the M idd le  East. This is the 
new  genera tion , the  U N R W A  graduates, and  you 
find them  everyw here in the A rab  refugee world. 
T h ey  have no t yet been cripp led  by exile, regret, 
o r ha te , an d  they  m ay  well be th e  b righ test citizens 
of the  A rab  fu ture . T h ey  a re  the  source of all hope.

T w o acc id en ta l conversations stick in m y m em ­
ory. O nce, lost in the  U N R W A  com pound of 
offices, I chanced  on a  p re tty , d a rk  secretary , who 
told me the  kind of inside h u m an  angle of history 
w hich is m ore  in te resting  th an  any  o ther. In  1956, 
w hen  the Israelis took the  G aza  S trip , d u rin g  w hat 
they  call the  Sinai cam paign  an d  we call Suez, for 
short, telephone com m unication  was restored b e ­
tw een  the  S trip  and  Israel, w hich is, after all, ju s t 
across the fields. In  the  m idst of enem y o ccupa­
tion , the secre tary ’s sister-in-law  ran g  up  from  the 
sm all tow n w here she lived in Israel, to  have a 
ch a t. H ow  was everyone? T h e  sister-in-law  re ­
ported  th a t they  w ere fine, h e r husband  was doing 
very well, they  h ad  a nice house and  no trouble  of 
any kind. T h e  secretary , recalling  this family 
news, said, “ I th ink  if we had  all stayed w here we 
were, n o th ing  w ould have h ap p en ed  to us. All 
this w ould no t have com e ab o u t. A nd w hat is it 
for? M y ch ild ren  have never seen Palestine. I 
tell them ; and  in every school, every m inu te , they 
are  always told. B ut w hen they are  grow n? T he 
people w ho knew  Palestine will die, an d  the young 
ones —  will they be in terested?”

T h e  second m em orab le  ta lk  took place a t the
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Sewing Center. T he Sewing Center is another of 
U N R W A ’s cam p inventions, and it is self-sup­
porting. U N R W A  Sewing Centers teach dress­
m aking and new uses for traditional Palestinian 
em broidery —  vast tablecloths and sets of napkins, 
blouses, skirts, which sell a t good prices to local 
customers and to city specialty shops. Hundreds 
of refugee girls earn  small wages and stave off 
boredom , while learning a trade. T he Gaza center 
was m anaged by a bustling cheerful plum p 
Palestinian refugee, who would be taken for a 
bustling cheerful plum p young Jewess in any 
W estern country; but, of course, Arabs and Jews 
are the same race, Semites. T he young m an ­
ageress showed me massive tablecloths (which 
none of us would be grand enough to own or get 
washed), and she praised her girls, who sat on a 
long porch, em broidering, flattered, giggling.

It was as clear as if she wore a sign, bu t I asked 
anyhow: “ You’re happy, a ren ’t you?”

“ I have a nice husband, and two children, and 
a com fortable house. I like my work very m uch; 
it is very interesting. Yes. W e are happy .” And 
she smiled. Such a smile. T he world isn’t lost, not 
even on the Gaza Strip.

Most of the C hristian A rab refugees live scat­
tered around G aza in rented private houses, A 
few Christian families asked for free governm ent 
land at the edge of a M uslim  cam p, the usual free 
allotm ent of building m aterials from UNRW A, 
borrowed extra money, and built their own houses 
with small well-tended gardens. M y UNRW A 
guide, himself a Greek O rthodox A rab, took me to 
visit one of these trim , respectable self-made 
homes, belonging to a family he had known before 
in Jaffa.

The old m other was half blind; the recurrence 
of eye disease is a M iddle Eastern, no t a refugee 
affliction. My guide and this family had not seen 
each other for some time, and im mediately after 
their first greeting, the old wom an w ept with in ­
curable grief and was consoled, gently, but as if 
he had done so often before, by my guide. H e 
explained: this family had suffered a great tragedy. 
One of the sons was killed by shellfire, in Jaffa.

I report this because it was the only family I 
m et where an actual hum an being was known to 
be dead. Here, a t last, the infallible witness testi­
fied; and here this death , thirteen years old, was 
m ourned as if it had  come upon them  yesterday. 
My U N R W A  guide behaved as if this case were 
unique and deserved the aching pity which every­
one feels for those who have lost a loved m em ber 
of the family in war.

I left Gaza, wishing th a t I could take all the 
young people with me, and not to Palestine, bu t 
out into a wider world. T heir destiny should not 
be to go back, bu t to go forth. They need exactly

the opposite of w hat the Jew s need. T h ere  is 
plenty of room  for bo th  needs.

O f f i c ia l l y , over 600,000 Palestinian refugees 
live in Jo rd an , m ore than  in the o ther th ree “ host 
countries” pu t together. But legally there is no 
such thing as a refugee in Jo rd a n . T he refugees 
are full citizens of Jo rd a n ; they have every righ t 
and privilege and opportun ity  th a t a born  J o r ­
danian has. M any of the Palestine Jo rd an ian s are 
contented and have m ade good lives, despite the 
lim itations th a t a hot, barren , undeveloped co u n ­
try places on all its inhabitants.

M uch of the barrenness and poverty could have 
been corrected by a scheme for the use of the 
waters of the Jo rd an  R iver, to irrigate land now 
wasted. Eric Johnston, who was President Eisen­
hower’s special representative to im plem ent this 
life-giving plan, finally reported : “ After two years 
of discussion, technical experts of Israel, Jo rd a n , 
Lebanon and Syria agreed upon every im portan t 
detail of a unified Jo rd a n  p lan . But in O ctober 
1955 it was rejected for political reasons a t a m eet­
ing of the Arab L eague.”

Judg ing  by the refugees I saw in Jericho , in 
cam ps outside Jerusalem , in Jerusalem  itself, the 
boon of citizenship fosters sanity. T he em otional 
clim ate in Jo rd an  is noticeably different from th a t 
of the G aza Strip. A school principal stated th a t 
children are taugh t the history of Palestine, 
“ w ithout politics.” Exactly w hat this m eans, I 
cannot say. In Jo rd a n , a refugee’s education and 
self-reliance showed a t once in his politics. T h e  
better educated, the m ore able do not waste their 
time on thoughts of violent revenge, and give their 
loyalty to K ing Hussein. T he m ore ignoran t and 
less com petent nourish themselves with a passion 
for Nasser, war, and R etu rn .

Two m en, living next door to each other in a 
cam p outside Jerusalem , aptly  illustrate this d iffer­
ence in personality and politics. T h e  cam p w a tch ­
m an, who lived in a new little U N R W A  house 
which was already a pigsty, with em pty sardine 
tins on the floor, a filthy yard , rags for bedding, 
announced, “ We were evicted by force, and so we 
will re tu rn . Led by Nasser and Hussein and all 
the A rab leaders.” His neighbor, an old m an, had  
cleared the stony ground around  his house and 
m ade a flourishing vegetable garden. Inside his 
courtyard  you could hard ly  move for the rows of 
drying laundry. H e did n o t have a w ord to 
say abou t w ar or force or A rab leaders. H e said 
th a t he would ra th e r starve to dea th  th an  no t 
give his grandchildren education. “ As long as I 
live and can work, m y grandson will go to  the 
university.”
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T h e  largest Je richo  cam p  is ru n  by an  objec­
tio n ab le  ty ra n t, yet its cleanliness was nearly  
Swiss. “ I gave them  six thousand  trees,” said 
the  refu g ee-ty ran t, speaking in his cap ac ity  of G od. 
“ Five years ago, the M u k ta rs  [the village leaders] 
w ould no t le t m e give the  people trees; they said 
if they  p la n t trees, the people  will never w an t to  go 
h o m e.” N ow  trees rise over the walls th a t  separa te  
the little  houses, and m ore  trees are  to be d is­
tr ib u ted . An inexhaustib le  supply  of clean w ater 
flows from  tw enty-one w ater po in ts. F o rty  th o u ­
sand  peop le  live here in  solid dw ellings, u n d er 
the stern  eye of their ty ra n t; b ird -fast ch ild ren  
p lay  in  the streets.

“ H ow  is y o u r nam e? A re you well? G ood-by! 
G o o d n ig h t!  H ello , led d y !” T h e  ch ild ren  ch irp ed  
and  c irc led ; th e  ty ran t tried  roughly  to  shou t 
them  off. O n e  boy, de te rm in ed  to have his say, 
p resen ted  m e w ith  a w hole English sentence.

H e  took m e to  his hom e, four a iry  room s (one 
lined w ith cha irs  for visiting), a n ea t y a rd , p re ­
sided over by  a  sm iling serene-faced m o th er, very 
p ro u d  of h e r son who could speak alone in a 
foreign language  to a foreign guest. H e  told m e, 
slowly, of his life, his fam ily, an d  his am bitions. 
H e was th ir te e n  and had  studied  English here  
for tw o years, in  school. H e had  never talked 
English w ith  anyone before, except his teacher. 
A fter this encoun ter, I visited som e English 
classes in a n o th e r cam p, to  w atch  the m iracle 
in  the  m aking . The boy w ants to becom e a 
teacher.

“ In  this cou n try ?” I asked, w aiting  for the 
expected  cry , “ N o! In  m y co u n try ! P alestine!”

“ N o, no t in  this co u n try , in Je ru sa lem  or 
A m m a n .”

So finally I realized, as I should have all along, 
th a t  “ c o u n try ” m eans tow n or village; w hen the 
A rab  p easan t refugees talk of th e ir co u n try  —  even 
if they h ap p en  to be in it, as they  are  here  —  they 
a re  ta lk ing  a b o u t their ow n village, th e ir  b ir th ­
place. T h e  boy’s m ind had  gone no fa rth e r  th an  
th e  big cities of the only co u n try  he know s; his 
m ind  m ay travel m uch fa rth e r th a n  th a t. T h e  
h ighest am b itio n  of all the  best studen ts is to 
becom e a te ach e r or a docto r. T eachers and  
d o c to rs are  needed th ro u g h o u t the w orld , and 
the  A rab  w orld needs th em  intensely.

Jo rd a n  has a V ocational T ra in in g  School also, 
as h ap p y  an d  hopeful as the school in  G aza. H ere 
I fo rgathered  w ith  a class of b u d d in g  p lum bers, 
a n o th e r set of citizens the  w orld can  well use. T hey  
w ere very m erry  in the ir b lue w ork clothes and  
greasy  hands, an d  full of p lans for the fu tu re . O ne  
w ished to  go to  K uw ait, one to  A m erica. O ne 
boy said he w an ted  to p lu m b  in Palestine. T h e  
youngest an d  sm allest of them , in a curiously  wise 
voice —  b o th  bored  and  dismissive —  said, “ O h ,

all th a t will take a long tim e .” N one of them  was 
in terested  enough to go on w ith  it.

T he only place th a t looked as I orig inally  
expected  refugee life to look was in  the Jo rd a n ia n  
p a r t  of divided Je ru sa lem , in the old G hetto . Jew s 
had  festered in those lightless ra t  holes, jam m ed  
am ong the an c ien t stones, for longer th a n  one can  
im agine; for th irteen  years, A rab  refugees have 
end u red  the sam e hideous life. T his is m edieval 
m isery and  squalo r; n o th in g  like it exists in the 
m odern  w o rld .

F rom  a fetid passagew ay, a stra igh t-backed , 
cleanly dressed, handsom e boy b ounded  in to  the 
cobbled alley street. H e took the a rm  of his 
teacher, who hap p en ed  to be m y guide th a t day ; 
(hey w ere good friends. H e was the star pupil of 
his class. W here could he possibly study? In the 
street, the boy said, anyw here outside. H e has 
know n no o ther hom e th an  a single d a m p  room , 
a dungeon , w here he lives w ith his bedridden  
g ran d fa th er, his paren ts, and  a b ro th e r.

“ All the boys from  h ere  a re  good boys,” the 
teacher said, and his am azem en t showed in his 
voice. “ A nd very  w itty .” H e m ean t “ in te lligen t,” 
I la te r discovered.

Did the U N R W A  D irec to r know  of this vile 
slum? No, said the cam p  leader. I hu rried  off 
to ask why U N R W A  allowed h u m an  beings to 
live in such revolting squalor. W hereupon  I was 
inform ed th a t the D irec to r had visited the Je ru sa ­
lem  G hetto  w ith in  tw o weeks of tak ing  on his 
jo b . U N R W A  h ad  tried , a t various times, to 
m ove these refugees, w ho refused to  go because 
they preferred  living inside the city. But now, 
since their b irth  ra te  had  risen a t such lightning 
speed, they w ere m ore th an  ready  to leave, and 
w ith in  the  year they would be settled in a new 
cam p  outside Je rusa lem . T h e re  w ere two m ore 
dreadfu l refugee slum s in the “ host coun tries” —  I 
d id  no t see e ither; these w ere the only subhum an  
living conditions, and  it was no t U N R W A ’s fault 
they con tinued . T hey  w ould, in tim e, be e rad i­
cated .

Despite all difficulties, U N R W A  runs a welfare 
sta te ; no o ther exists in  the A rab  M iddle  East. 
“ T h e  refugee has a ne t u n d e r h im ; the local po p u ­
lation has no n e .” Q uo te  from  an  U N R W A  offi­
cial. I t should be sta ted  th a t the U N R W A  
personnel loves its A rab  charges, w hich is no t only 
rig h t b u t essential. You can n o t help those you 
do not cherish.

W™ my suitcases packed , and  m y m ind over- 
packed w ith “ treasonous” doubts, I set oft' for 
Israel, across the  street. I had  no t dared  tell 
anyone, including  the W estern  U N R W A  officials,
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of this in ten tio n : to  have been in  Israel, to go to 
Israel, is enough  to  b ran d  you as an  enem y an d , 
m ore possibly, a  spy. T h e  A rab  psychosis (an 
o rn a te  w ord  b u t n o t too strong) ab o u t Israel is 
official, and  infectious. T h e re  m ay be m any 
reasonable  people in  the A rab  coun tries who are  
ab le to  th ink  calm ly ab o u t Israe l and  ab o u t A rab- 
Israel relations; if so, they choose safety and keep 
their m ouths shut.

W hen it com es to  m oving from  one side of 
Je rusa lem , w hich is J o rd a n , to  the o th e r side of 
Je rusa lem , w hich is Israel, the  w orld of d ream  sets 
in . You take a taxi, th ro u g h  n o rm a l streets, and  
suddenly you arrive  a t  a sm all J o rd a n ia n  fron tier 
post, also in  a city  street. Y ou w ait, in  this little  
shack, w hile y ou r passport is checked against 
the exit list. A fter this form ality , a  charm ing  
courteous young p o rte r carries yo u r suitcases 
ha lf a block. You tip  him , and  he deposits them  
on the p o rch  of a house w hich  is no longer there. 
A rtillery  fire rem oved it, years ago. A round you 
are shelled houses; one side of the s tree t is Jo rd a n , 
w ith laugh ing  soldiers in  the shelled houses; one 
side of the  street is Israel, w ith  w ashing hu n g  
ou t on lines. Y ou w alk a h a lf  block fu rther, 
leaving your bags b eh ind . You are  now  a t the 
Israel fron tier post, an o th e r shack. L ike crossing 
the river Styx, this is a one-w ay jo u rn ey . W hen 
you have left Jo rd a n  for Israel, you c an n o t re tu rn  
by this road . T h e  A rab  b lockade of Israel thus 
extends to foreign visitors. Y ou w ould have to  fly 
from  Israel to n eu tra l te rrito ry  and s ta rt all over, 
provided the  A rabs still like you, after a visit to 
Israel.

Since you will n o t be adm itted  to any A rab  
coun try  if you have an  Israeli visa on your pass­
port, you ca rry  yo u r Israeli visa on a  separate  
sheet of p ap er. O th e r  n a tions th a n  ours present 
th e ir traveling  citizens w ith  two passports. A fter 
the Israeli b o rd e r police have  checked your visa, 
an equally  ch arm in g  courteous young porter, an 
Israeli, collects yo u r bags from  the  po rch  of the 
nonexisten t house in no  m a n ’s land . Y ou tip him  
and  p u t the luggage in a taxi and  drive  a few 
blocks to your hotel. F rom  yo u r hotel in Israel 
you have a fine view of the  beau tifu l wall and the 
O ld C ity of Je ru sa lem , w here you w ere resid ing 
three q u a rte rs  of an  h o u r  ago.

T h ere  is no t a w a r on, n o t by any  term s we 
know. T h e  object of this n o n -p eace -n o n -w ar 
exercise is to  destroy Israel, w hich rem ains u n d e ­
stroyed. I can n o t see how  it helps the A rab  
countries, b u t p e rh ap s it  does. P erhaps they  
need one enem y they  can  agree on, as a unifying 
force, as cem en t for th e ir  n a tionalism .

I w anted  to  visit P a lestin ian  A rabs in  Israel, 
the  ones w ho stayed b eh in d , the  non-refugees. 
Seeing th em  a t hom e, I th o u g h t I m ig h t b e tte r

u n d e rs tan d  the m en ta lity  of th e ir  b ro th e rs  in  
exile. Som e im p o rta n t c lue w as lack ing , b u t  I 
could  no t nam e it o r define it.

T h e  d riv e r of m y ca r, on th e  jo u rn e y  in  Israe l, 
was an  Israeli Jew , b o rn  th e re , w ho speaks A ra b ic  
as his second m o th e r to n g u e  an d  looks so like 
N asser th a t  it  is a joke. I said I w an ted  to  visit 
the  v illage of M eron , on a m o u n ta in to p  in  G alilee . 
H e said th a t  a t M ero n  th e re  was an  a n c ie n t 
tem ple  of the  Jew s, th e  g rave  of a fam ous ra b b i, 
a synagogue, a Y eshiva (the  O rth o d o x  Jew ish  
eq u iv a len t of a C a tho lic  sem inary ), b u t  n o th in g  
else to  his know ledge. L et us go an d  find o u t, I 
said. So we drove n o rth  th ro u g h  th is c o u n try , 
w hich is a  m o n u m en t to  th e  obstin a te , tireless 
will of m an . In  1949, th e  new  im m ig ran ts , like 
an ts on the  hillsides, w ere p la n tin g  trees: th e ir  
first jo b . I t  looked as if they  w ere p la n tin g  b lad es 
of grass an d  seem ed a p itifu l ac t of fa ith . N ow  the  
trees have  grow n.

T h e re  a re  countless changes in  Israel, b u t  th e  
A rab  villages along the  road  to  N a z a re th  h av e  n o t 
changed . T h e  old ad o b e  o r field-stone houses 
cling to  an d  grow  from  each  o th e r. T h e y  a re  
ch a rm in g , p ic tu resque, p rim itiv e , an d  w re tch ed ; 
b u t n o t to A rab  peasants. T h is  is the  w ay it  a lw ays 
w as; this is th e  way they  like it an d  w a n t to keep  it.

W e d rove up  the  m o u n ta in . B etw een th e  sy n a ­
gogue an d  th e  heroic ru in s of th e  tw o -th o u san d - 
year-o ld  tem ple, we d id  indeed  find  M ero n , th e  
hom e of the  a ris to c ra t w ho h a d  offered m e a  rose 
on a  m o u n ta in to p  in  L eb an o n . T h e re  w ere  n o t 
m ore  th a n  twelve houses in  the  village. The 
M u k ta r’s palace  is a long n a rro w  stone shed , 
w ith  an  ugly n a rro w  p o rch  a long  th e  fron t. I n ­
stead of beam s, bits of ru sted  ra ilw ay  tra c k  
hold u p  the  porch . T h e  o th e r sm all houses w ere  
b u ilt of the  honey-co lo red , ro u g h  field stone, w ith  
trad itio n a l graceful doors an d  w indow s. In sid e , 
the houses w ere like stables u n fit for d ecen t a n i­
m als. The rich  fields an d  groves the M ero n  re fu ­
gees had  described  w ere the  steep slopes of th e  
m o u n ta in  beh ind , w here  the  v illagers cu ltiv a ted  
tobacco  and  some fru it and  fig trees. In  th e ir  d ay , 
th e  village had  no  electric lig h t o r w a te r; the  
w om en ca rried  w a te r on th e ir  h ead s from  th e  
w adi a t  the  foot of the  m o u n ta in . T h e  view  is 
a d ream  of beau ty . H a rd sh ip  for h a rd sh ip , M ero n  
is no b e tte r  th an  th e ir  refugee cam p , M ia  M ia , 
p e rh ap s  n o t as good; b u t  m em ory  is m ag ica l, 
an d  M ero n  was hom e.

Beside these p re tty  stone hovels tow er th e  
rem ains of a  g rea t tem ple . T h e  blocks of g ra n ite  
in  the fragm ented  w all a re  as m assive as those 
in the w all of S olom on’s T em p le  in  Je ru sa le m . 
T h e  b roken  pillars a re  eno rm ous, u n a d o rn e d , an d  
sudden ly  Sam son is re a l a n d  p u lled  d ow n  rea l 
p illa rs  as heavy  as these. H ere , tw o th o u sa n d
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years ago, the Jews were praying in a new temple, 
for two thousand years is not all th a t m uch in the 
history of the Jews or of this land. And here, with 
weeds around their low walls, stand the ab an ­
doned houses of the descendants of w arrior s tran­
gers, the Arabs who came to this country and 
conquered it when the temple was some six h un­
dred years old, doubtless already a ruin. W ere 
the villagers of M eron happy when they lived on 
this m ountain; did they think it Eden then? And 
why did they run  away? The w ar never touched 
this place.

Jan u a ry  1, 1960, according to Israeli statis­
tics, 159,236 Muslims, 48,277 Christian Arabs, and 
22,351 Druses lived in Israel. These people will 
have increased, but th a t is a good enough basis 
to work on; roughly a quarte r of a million Arabs by 
now. T he Jewish population, coming together 
here from the four corners of the earth , was 
1,858,841. These dissimilar people live on eight 
thousand square miles of quite beautiful, labor­
iously and lovingly reclaim ed rock heap and sand 
dune -— of which one third is irreducible desert. 
T he Druses, a separate and secret sect, are a 
phenom enon; they are content. They trust and 
approve of the Jews; they are loyal citizens of 
Israel. T he rem aining Arabs are something else 
again.

O n this tour, I visited a C hristian A rab village 
near the Lebanese frontier; a M uslim  A rab village 
on the coastal plain near Acre; two M uslim  vil­
lages near the Jo rdan ian  frontier; a new M uslim  
settlem ent near Tel Aviv-— the exact copy of a 
new Jewish settlement, built by the governm ent; 
and a R om an Catholic priest, in the beautiful 
C rusader city of Acre.

M y idea was to search out A rab schoolteachers, 
on the grounds that they would probably  speak 
English, were educated men, would know the 
feelings of their communities, and would have 
thought abou t Arab problems. Arabs, living in 
their own communities, have their own schools, 
by their own wish, where the children are taught 
in A rabic, according to A rab principles. Nissim, 
my driver, was to serve as translator until I had 
found someone I could talk to; he was then to 
disappear. I did  not w ant anyone to feel h am ­
pered by his alien presence. I m ight have spared 
myself anxiety. The candor of the Arabs is proof 
of their freedom inside the state of Israel; they are 
not in the least cowed.

In  the Christian Arab village, the schoolteacher 
was an attractive lean young m an, with prem a­
turely gray hair, working in his garden in the cool 
of the evening. He had a good m odern house, 
a young m odern wife, and after six years of m ar­
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riage, a first baby, a six-months-old girl named 
M ary, whom he and his wife so adored tha t 
neither of them  took their eyes off the child at the 
same m oment. He was healthy, prosperous, re ­
spected, freely doing his chosen work, loved and 
loving; by any standards, a fortunate m an. After 
hours of listening to him , I had grasped the lacking 
clue, and felt hopeless.

“ G reat Britain helped the Jew s,” he said. “ The 
English gave weapons to the A rab countries, and 
they gave weapons to us. In  this village we were 
all arm ed; we all fired at the Jews, every one of us. 
But our bullets were no good; the English gave 
bad bullets to the Arabs. Four out of five of the 
bullets were no good. W hen we saw this, we ran
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aw ay to  L ebanon  for tw o weeks and  then we 
cam e back .”

“ W ere any of you killed in  these battles?”
“ N o, no  one. Yes, we refused P artition . We d id  

no t w an t the Jew s here ; we w anted  the w hole 
co un try  for ourselves, as is righ t. W e only lost 
because of the LTnited N ations and  the W estern 
powers.

“ T h e  O tto m an  E m pire  crushed  the pride  of the 
A rabs. T h e  W estern  pow ers d iv ided  the A rabs 
in to  m any  nations, a fter the  F irst W orld W ar, to 
keep th em  w eak. In  th e  1948 w ar, the  next village 
was bom bed by the Jew s; w hen we saw that, we 
knew we had  no h o p e .”

(Pause for b rea th : th e  Jew ish  A ir Force at the 
tim e consisted of n ineteen  P iper Cubs, a nice little  
p lane, no t a b om ber; the nex t village w as a good 
seven or eight m iles aw ay.)

“ N ow  we have m ilita ry  zones, all along the 
frontiers. W e m ust ask for perm ission to travel o r 
w ork in d ifferen t places. T h ey  have taken ou r 
land  w hich is in the  m ilita ry  zones. Yes, they 
pay for it, b u t very ch eap ly .”

“ A t the price it used to be w orth  in the  M an ­
date? Before it was im proved  by the Jew s?” 

“ Som eth ing  like th a t. N o, even cheaper. Ju s t  
now  tw o boys from  this v illage were cau g h t on 
the Lebanese fron tier; the Lebanese police sent 
them  back. T h e  Israelis are ho ld ing  them  for 
in te rroga tion . H ow  could  such boys be spies?”

“ I d o n ’t know . But you do  rem em ber tha t the 
A rab  countries a re  a t w ar w ith  Israel? I should 
th ink  it m igh t be h a rd  for the  Jew s to know  w hat 
A rabs they  could tru s t.”

“ T hey  a re  rig h t no t to tru st 50 p er cen t of the 
A rabs in this c o u n try .”

“ H ow  can  they know  which 50 per cen t?”
“ O h , they  know  every th ing . T h ey  have a 

C .I.D . agen t in every A rab  village. H e is a Jew , 
and  everyone knows h im .”

“ W h a t’s the  use of hav ing  a secret policem an 
if everyone knows he’s a secret po licem an?”

“ T h e re  are  p len ty  of inform ers. I d o n ’t know 
w h a t it is th a t has tau g h t all A rabs to be spies.” 
H e said this w ith  real despair.

“ T h ere  is com pulsory  education  in this coun try  
up  to the age of fourteen. T h a t is a very good 
th ing. W e did  no t have such a th ing  before. But 
the M uslim s do  no t send th e ir  girls to  school ha lf 
the tim e an d  d o  no t send the boys if they can  earn . 
T h en  w hat? T h e  fine for the  fa ther is only five 
pounds. W h a t is five pounds to the fa ther?”

“ D o you really  m ean  th a t  you w an t the  Jew s to 
supply  the  schools and  the law  w hich m akes ed u ­
cation  com pulsory , an d  also to  force the  A rabs and  
Druses to  send th e ir ch ild ren  to  school and  take 
ad v an tag e  of this education? W o u ld n ’t th a t  m ake 
the  Jew s even m ore u n p o p u la r?”

H e a d m itted , w ith  a sm ile, th a t  th is m ig h t be  th e  
case and  w en t on : “ N asser buys a rm s from  
R ussia because he could  n o t g e t th em  from  th e  
W est. E gyp t has tw en ty -tw o  m illion  peop le , so 
it needs m an y  m ore a rm s th a n  the  Israelis, w ho 
a re  only tw o m illion . B ut N asser is n o t c razy ; 
he will n o t m ake w ar. H e  spends as m u c h  on 
social reform  as on arm s. All c h ild re n  now  go to 
school in the  A rab  c o u n trie s .”

“ H av e  you ever visited th e  A rab  coun tries?  
H ave you been  to E gyp t?”

“ N o .”
W e d ra n k  m ore coffee; we lit m o re  c ig a re tte s . 

I braced  m yself for fu rth e r  en lig h ten m en t.
“ T h e  A rab  K ings w ere n o t the  tru e  re p re se n ta ­

tives of the  A rab  peoples w hen  they  m a d e  w a r 
against Israel. N ow  all the  refugees shou ld  com e 
back and  we should have P a r ti t io n .”

At this p o in t, I decided  to  m ake one  long , d e te r ­
m ined  stan d  to  see w h e th e r th e re  was any  m ee tin g  
ground  of m inds on a  basis of m u tu a lly  accep ted  
facts and  reasoning .

“ Please b e a r  w ith m e an d  help  m e ,”  said I. “ I 
am  a sim ple A m erican , an d  I am  try in g  to  u n d e r ­
stand  how  the  A rab  m ind  w orks, an d  I am  find ing  
it very  difficult. I w an t to p u t  som e th ings in 
o rd e r; if I have  every th ing  w rong, you  will co rrec t 
m e. In  1947, the U n ited  N atio n s reco m m en d ed  
the P a rtitio n  of Palestine. I have  seen th e  P a r t i ­
tion m ap  an d  studied  it. I c a n n o t tell, b u t it does 
not look to  m e as if the A rabs w ere b e in g  c h e a te d  
of th e ir  share  of good lan d . T h e  idea w as th a t  this 
division w ould w ork, if b o th  Jew s and  A rabs 
accepted  it and  lived u n d e r  an  E conom ic U n io n . 
A nd, o f course, the  A rab  co u n trie s  a ro u n d  the 
borders w ould have to be peaceful an d  co o p era tiv e  
or else n o th in g  w ould w ork a t  all. T h e  Jew s a c ­
cepted  this P artitio n  p lan ; I suppose because they  
felt they  h ad  to. T h ey  w ere o u tn u m b e re d  a b o u t 
two to  one inside the  co u n try , an d  th e re  w ere 
the neighboring  A rab  sta tes w ith  five reg u la r  
arm ies and  forty m illion  o r m ore  citizens, n o t 
feeling friendly . A re we ag reed  so far?”

“ I t  is r ig h t.”
“ T h e  A rab  governm ents an d  the  P a lestin ian  

A rabs re jec ted  P a rtitio n  abso lu tely . Y ou w an ted  
the w hole coun try . T h e re  is no  secre t a b o u t this. 
T h e  sta tem en ts of th e  A rab  rep resen ta tiv es  in 
the U N  are  on reco rd . T h e  A rab  g o vernm en ts 
never hid the  fact th a t  they  s ta rted  th e  w a r ag a in s t 
Israel. B ut you, the  P a lestin ian  A rab s, ag reed  
to  this, you w an ted  it. A n d  you th o u g h t, it  seem s 
to  m e very reasonab ly , th a t  you w ould  w in  an d  
w in quickly . I t  h a rd ly  seem ed a  g am b le ; it 
seem ed a sure bet. Y ou took  th e  g am b le  an d  you 
lost. I c an  u n d e rs tan d  w hy you h av e  all b een  
search ing  for ex p lan a tio n s of th a t  d e fea t ever since, 
because it does seem in c red ib le . I d o n ’t  h a p p e n  to
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accep t yo u r explanations, b u t th a t is beside the 
po in t. T h e  p o in t is th a t you lost.”

“ Yes.” I t  was too aston ish ing; a t long last, E ast 
an d  W est w ere in accord  on the m ean ing  of 
words.

“ Now you say that you w an t to re tu rn  to the 
past; you w an t P artition . So, in fact you say, let 
us forget th a t  w ar we sta rted , and  the defeat, and, 
after ail, we th ink  P artitio n  is a good, sensible 
idea. Please answ er m e this, w hich is w h a t I m ust 
know . If the position w ere reversed, if the Jew s 
h ad  s ta rted  the w ar an d  lost it, if you h ad  won the 
w ar, w ould you now accept Partition? W ould  you 
give up  p a r t  of the co u n try  and  allow  the 650,000 
Jew ish  residents of Palestine —  w ho h ad  fled 
from  the w ar —  to com e back?”

“ C erta in ly  n o t,” he  said, w ith o u t an  in s tan t’s 
hesita tion . “ B ut there w ould have been no  Jew ish  
refugees. T h ey  had no place to  go. T hey  w ould 
all be d ead  or in the sea.”

H e had  given me the missing clue. T h e  fancy 
w ord we use now adays is “ em p a th y ” —  en tering  
in to  the em otions of o thers. I h ad  ap p rec ia ted  and  
adm ired  ind iv idual refugees b u t realized  I had  
felt no b lan k e t em pathy  for the P alestin ian  refu­
gees, and  finally I knew why —  ow ing to this nice, 
g ray -ha ired  schoolteacher. I t  is h a rd  to sorrow  
for those w ho only sorrow  over them selves. I t  is 
difficult to  p ity  the pitiless. T o  w ring the h ea rt 
past all d o u b t, those who cry  aloud  for justice  
m ust be in nocen t. They can n o t have  wished for a 
victorious rew ard ing  w ar, b lam e everyone else 
for th e ir defeat, and rem ain  guiltless. Som e of 
them  m ay be u n fo rtu n a te  h u m an  beings, and  civi­
lization  w ould collapse (as it notoriously  did in 
N azi G erm an y ) if m ost people d id  no t n a tu ra lly  
m ove to help  their h u r t  fellow m en. B ut a p ro ­
found d ifference exists betw een victim s of m is­
fortune (there , bu t for the  grace of G od, go I) and  
victim s of injustice. M y em pathy  knew  w here it 
stood, thanks to  the schoolteacher.

“ D o you follow the E ichm ann  tria l?” I asked. 
A n A rab ic  daily  p ap er, weeklies, and  rad io  sta ­
tion  th rive  in  Israel.

“ Yes. Every  d ay .” H e w rinkled his nose w ith 
disgust.

“ D o you n o t im agine th a t all the Jew s in 
Israel believe this m assacre of the ir people could 
have been prevented  if the Jew s h ad  had  a hom e­
land  to  escape to? D o n ’t you th ink  th a t  they knew , 
also, w h a t you ju s t said: there w ould have been 
no Jew ish  refugees from  here —• they  w ould be 
dead  or in the sea? D oesn’t th a t perh ap s explain  
th em  to you a little?”

H e shrugged , he sm iled; w ith these gestures he 
tacitly  ad m itted  the point, b u t it was of m inor 
im p o rtan ce . “ In  1948, the A rabs w ere no t u n ited ; 
th a t is why we lost. In  1956 the Jew s b e a t N asser,

H e will never m ake w ar. But w hen there are five 
m illion Jew s here  in  Israel, the Jew s will m ake 
w ar, because they will need m ore la n d .”

“ Israel is ab o u t the size of N ew  Jersey, a state 
in A m erica. Some six m illion people live quite 
com fortably in New Jersey. Israel could becom e 
an  industria l state, a very useful o n e .”

“ No, it canno t. T h e  A rab  nations will no t allow 
it. T hey  will no t trad e  w ith  Israel. T hey  will 
no t let Israeli ships go th rough  the C anal. T hey  
do no t wish Israel to do these things. T hey  will 
no t accept Israel.”

“ I t is hopeless,” I said. “ In  m y lifetime, those 
who th rea tened  w ar sooner or la te r p roduced  it. 
I f  A rab -Israel politics keep up  like this, m y friend, 
perhaps all of us, everyw here —  you and  your 
wife and  M ary , and m y child  and  my husband  and 
I —  will have the privilege of dying  in the sam e 
stupid  final w a r.”

H e th ough t I was m aking  a rich foreign joke. 
H e has never seen even a co rn er of a real big w ar; 
he canno t im agine it. H e thinks w ar is som ething 
th a t lasts a few weeks, d u rin g  w hich you shoot off 
bad  bullets a t a rem ote enem y, no one is killed, 
you ru n  aw ay for a bit and  then  com e hom e to 
your undam aged  houses and  lead a  good life, 
indeed a b e tte r m ateria l life th an  before. N one of 
these A rabs has suffered an y th ing  com parab le  to 
w hat survivors of m odern  w ar know ; none can  
im agine such catastrophe.

A

h e  C hristian  schoolteacher sent me on to a 
friend of his, a M uslim  schoolteacher, in a village 
called M asra  on the p lain  n ea r A cre. T he M uslim  
schoolteacher was a young black-eyed beauty , 
who received m e in a  bleak cem ent-w alled  room , 
scantily  furnished w ith  an  ugly desk, w ardrobe, 
s tra igh t chairs, and  day  bed. H e wore striped 
pajam as, traces of shaving cream , and  a princely 
ease of m an n er. W e got righ t dow n to business.

Before 1948, the popu la tion  of M asra  was 350; 
now  it is 200. T hey  ow ned little land , they had 
w orked on neighboring  kibbutzim  and  in Acre 
factories. T hey  always h ad  good relations w ith 
the Jew s. “ N o one here  shot a t Jew s; and  no Jew s 
shot a t  us.” (N ote the o rd er of the sentence.) But 
now  M asra  had  grow n and  swollen; 900 refugees 
lived here.

“ Refugees?”
“ Yes, people from those villages.”
H e gestured out the door, across the fields. 
“ W hat? F rom  villages nearby?”
“ Yes, yes. Those villages. T hey  are  m aybe 

seven kilom eters aw ay .”
“ A nd you consider them  refugees?”
“ O f course. T h e re  was no fighting near here,
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b u t the people are  frigh tened , so they fled to the 
D ruse villages, w here they know  they  w ill be safe, 
because the D ruses w ere alw ays friendly w ith the 
Jew s, and  after, they  cam e here. T h e  Israeli 
governm ent will no t let them  go b ack  to th e ir  
villages. T h e  governm en t offered them  o th e r 
land, b u t they will n o t take it. Before the w ar, 
only m y fa th e r sent his sons to school from this 
village. N ow  we have a school and  240 ch ildren  
in it, 100 girls and  140 boys. W e have a w ater tap  
a t every house and  electric light; never such th ings 
before. No one ow ned a rad io ; now  there  are 100 
radios and  frig idaires too. T h e  people earn  good 
wages.”

“ T h en  everyone m ust be h a p p y .”
“ N o. T h e  people a re  no t g lad . T hey  w ant to  go 

back to th e ir old houses, even if there  is no light 
or w ater o r m oney .”

T hey  knew  the  refugees w ere “ living u n d er 
good cond itions” ; he had  b ro thers in L ebanon 
and Syria w ho w ere doing  well. H ow  did he 
know? T hey  w rote messages to the Israel rad io , 
w hich b roadcast them , an d  the L ebanon  rad io  
sent messages back ; th a t way they h ea rd  news of 
their families.

But all the  refugees should re tu rn  and  Israel 
should be p a rtitio n ed . I p u t the  same proposition 
to him  as to  his C hristian  colleague; if the A rabs 
had won the w ar, w ould they accept Partition:*

“ No, never, of course no t. W e w ould let som e 
few Jew s live here  as im m igran ts b u t no t be m as­
ters, no t in any  p a r t  of Palestine.”

“ W hy do you th ink  the refugees left in  the first 
place?”

W ell, there  was m uch fear. T h en , they all 
knew ab o u t D ir Yassin and  expected the  same to 
happen  to  them . Inside Israel, the A rabs do no t 
need or use the refugees’ stories of m assacres; they 
do no t have to accoun t for flight, since they are  
still a t hom e. T hey  know  w hat hap p en ed  a round  
them , and  th e ir  neighbors know, and  such stories 
would be pointless. But they do speak of D ir 
Yassin, w hich was a genu ine m assacre and took 
place in the village of th a t nam e, n ea r Jerusa lem , 
on A pril 9, 1948.

Before the official A rab -Israe l w ar started  (on 
M ay 15, 1948) there  h ad  been m onths an d  m onths 
of “ inciden ts.” (“ F ro m  the  first week of D ecem ber 
1947, d iso rder in Palestine had  begun to  m ount. 
T he A rabs repeated ly  asserted th a t they would 
resist p a rtitio n  by force. T hey  seemed to be d e ­
term ined to  drive th a t p o in t hom e by  assaults 
upon the Jew ish com m unity  in Palestine.” —- 
T rygve Lie, In the Cause of Peace, M acm illan , 
1954.) By F eb ru a ry , 1948, aside from  scattered  
A rab a ttacks on scattered  Jew s, and  reprisals for 
sam e, the “ A rab  L ib era tio n  A rm y” had  m oved 
into Palestine from  the  n o rth , and  Jerusa lem  was

b o m b ard ed , besieged, an d  c u t off. T h e  Jew s w ere 
try ing  to ru n  food to  the  b e leaguered  Jew ish  p o p u ­
lation  of Je ru sa lem . A lo t of Jew s w ere g e ttin g  
killed in th a t effort, in  Je ru sa le m  an d  elsew here, 
an d  in the eyes of som e Jew s n o t en o u g h  was being  
done to p rev en t o r avenge this. T h e  sta te  of Israe l 
d id  n o t exist; no fu n c tion ing  Jew ish  g o v e rn m en t 
could con tro l this an a rch ic , d ead ly  phase of u n ­
declared  w ar.

T w o fam ous illegal g roups of m ilita n t Jew s, the  
S tern  G an g  and  the  Irg u n  Z vai L eum i, h ad  th e ir  
own ideas on  how  to fight fire w ith  fire. T h e  
British reg a rd ed  th em  b o th  as te rro rists . T h e  
Jew ish  A gency and  th e ir  u n d e rg ro u n d  a rm y , th e  
H ag an ah , w hich w ere the  official Jew ish  a u th o r i­
ties in  Palestine, also re jec ted  the  S te rn  G an g  a n d  
the Irg u n  Zvai L eum i, because of th e ir  ru th less­
ness. U n d e r the c ircum stances th a t c re a te d  
them , these two ou tlaw ed  b an d s d o  n o t seem  
very d iffe ren t from  R esistance groups, P artisans, 
or C om m andos, all of w hom  w ere ad m ire d  
as pa trio ts , an d  n one  of w hom  obeyed the Q ueens- 
bcrry  rules.

T h e  Irg u n  Zvai L eum i, in an y  case, b ehaved  
like d espera te  m en a t w ar, n o t like th e  m illen n ia l 
inherito rs of a  high m o ra l code. T h e  v illage of D ir 
Yassin lay close to  besieged Je ru sa lem  an d  its 
life-line ro ad . A ccord ing  to  th e  Irg u n , D ir Yassin 
was a nest of snipers an d  a rm ed  A rab s; an  effective 
enem y co n cen tra tio n . O n  th e ir  ow n, the  I rg u n  
decided  to a tta ck  D ir Yassin. T h e ir  le ad e r w as 
killed by A rab  fire from  the  v illage; the  Irg u n  
fighters th en  w en t b ru ta lly  m ad  an d  shot everyone 
in  sight. T w o h u n d red  an d  fifty A rabs w ere k illed.

T o  this day , Israelis c a n n o t get over th e ir  sh am e 
for D ir Yassin w hile failing to rem in d  them selves, 
the  A rabs, an d  the  w orld th a t  m u rd e r , h o rrib ly , 
begets m u rd e r; an d  they  could  p resen t a lo n g er 
casualty  list of Jew s killed by A rabs, before an d  
after D ir Yassin, d u rin g  the tw iligh t period  of 
te rro r th a t  p receded  open  w ar.

T h e  news of D ir Y assin sp read  like the  to lling  
of a fu n era l bell th ro u g h o u t A rab  P alestine. A c ­
co rd ing  to the ir ow n e th ica l code an d  p rac tice  of 
w ar, D ir Yassin m ust have seem ed a n a tu ra l  
p o rten t of th e  fu tu re  to  the A rabs. T h ey  in ten d ed  
to  m assacre the Jew s; if the  Jew s w ere v ictorious, 
obviously they  w ould m assacre  the  A rabs. As th e  
beautifu l schoolteacher po in ted  ou t, D ir Y assin 
th rew  the  fear of d e a th  in to  vast n u m b ers  of 
the A rab  p o p u la tio n . In  pan ic , th ey  fled front 
Palestine.

Since we were ta lk ing  a b o u t w ar, we cam e  
easily to the  subject of N asser.

“ H ere  they  love N asser. All love h im . H e  is 
A rab  person. T hey  d o  n o t believe w h a t he says 
on the  rad io  —  kill the  Jew s, kick th em  in to  the  
sea. So long he says it, an d  n o th in g  h ap p en s. I t
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will not be w ar. Som ething else will arrange, b u t  
not soon.”

T h e  Christian  A rab schoolteacher had told me 
of a priest in Acre whom  I should see, b u t  I could 
no t find h im . Instead, I directed myself toward 
the nearest ch u rch  steeple, rang  a doorbell be­
nea th ,  and was adm itted  by an enormous, ro tund  
priest in a b ro w n  cassock. H e looked like an  A rab  
bu t  was an  I ta lian . H e had  lived in this coun try  
for nearly  th ir ty  years and  had learned how to 
survive: by laughter . H e laughed at everything, 
and  it was an  awesome sight, as if a h ippopo tam us 
broke into silent mirth.

W e settled on his stiff upholstered visitors’ 
chairs, and  he ru m ina ted  on the p roblem  of the 
refugees. If there  was the choice between a big 
financial com pensation  or re tu rn , only 50 per cent 
of the refugees would wish to re tu rn , and  most of 
those who cam e  back would not stay. “ T hey  
could not e n d u re  how this coun try  is run. T he  
discipline. T h e  work.” T h e  refugees are  kept 
thinking of Palestine by the A rab  leaders, by 
p ro p ag an d a .  W hy  not build factories and  a rrange  
land rese ttlem ent in the A rab  countries? (The 
A rab  governm ents  do  no t wish this, Father .)  
Give the m oney  to the A rab  governm ents and tell 
them  to get on w ith  the jo b  and  control it. (How?) 
By force. (But w hat force, Father?)

H e often told A rab priests abou t the th irteen 
million refugees who cam e  from East G erm any  to 
W est G e rm an y :  they were all absorbed into West 
G e rm an y  and  enriched the  country . W hy would 
not 800,000 A rab  refugees enrich  the A rab  c o u n ­
tries, which were big and  underpopu la ted?  But it 
is no use; A rabs have never heard  of any  other 
refugees or any  other p roblem  th a n  their own, and 
they can n o t  th ink  about that,  in a practical way.

T h e  whole problem  is between the East and the 
West; the A rabs  are very hap p y  in the middle, 
using b lackm ail.  This would stop if the East and 
the W est cam e  to terms, or if the  W est was united 
and strong an d  could impose its will. (But how, 
Father?)

Ah well, the  Jew s m ight as well let the refugees 
come back; the Arabs here  are  loyal to the state. 
(“ T h e  ones I ’ve seen detest the Jews and the state, 
Fa ther ,  and  you know it .” I expected his laughter  
to m ake a sound, it was so violent.) Yes, yes, tha t  
is true, bu t they do  nothing. T h e re  is no resistance, 
no u n d e rg ro u n d .  T h ink  w h a t  they could do if 
they really w an ted  to, with the A rab  countries all 
a round  as a base. (Some Arabs d id  for a long time, 
F a th e r  —  until  1956, in fact; look a t  the countless 
incidents w ith  the U N  police force called ou t to 
investigate m urders ,  thefts, sabotage.)  O h ,  tha t  
was no thing, no th ing  to w ha t  they could do if 
they really w an ted  to.

W ith  a n o th e r  mute roar, he told me th a t  the

Arabs said, First we will finish with the Shabbaths, 
and then with the Sundays. T hey  never changed 
their ideas. T hey  went around  looking at the 
wom en and  the houses they would take when they 
m anaged  to get rid of the Jews and the Christians. 
H e  laughed himself into a good shake over this one.

I asked abou t the E ichm ann  trial and the reac­
tion of his R o m an  Catholic parishioners. Well, 
his Christian Arabs though t E ichm ann  was right, 
because the Jews were the enem y ot the Germ an 
state. T hey  were always the enem y of the state: 
the Pharaohs had to drive them  out of Egypt, the 
Persian King tried to clear them  out. Ferdinand 
and Isabella kicked them ou t of Spain. No one 
could live on good terms with them, so E ichm ann 
was right. (Horrified, really horrified, I said, 
“ Surely tha t  is not a Christian a tt i tude  to the 
most appalling  m urders  we know about?” He 
found it terribly funny th a t  I should expect a 
Christian a tt i tude  from Arabs.)

“ I do not like either Arabs or Jew s,” the priest 
announced  with great good hum or, “ bu t  I serve 
them with my whole heart,  as I m ust .”

He asked me at the door w hether  there are any 
Christian  Arabs in refugee camps. Yes, I had seen 
a  cam p  of Christians in Lebanon.

“ I am  surprised. T here  m ust be very few. I 
would have expected them to m anage  better. 
They  do not d ream  all the time. T hey  have more 
con tact with reality than  the M uslims.”

By now I could foretell one local A rab  account 
of reality. First they explain th a t  they did not lose 
the w ar  against the Jews; various others are re ­
sponsible for the  defeat. T hen  they boast cheer­
fully of their  present m ateria l  well-being, as if they 
had  invented prosperity. At this stage, the Israeli 
Jews might be wisps of smoke; they had nothing 
to do with building the country . However, Arabs 
are miserable; a lthough they never had it so good, 
it is not good enough, owing, of course, to the 
Jews. Usually these Arabs say how  m uch they 
love Nasser and  in their devotion are curiously 
rem indful of Nazi Austrians, twenty-five years ago. 
when they praised the handsom e d istant leader, 
Adolf, from whose hand all blessings would flow. 
W h a t  they believe they now w ant is to bring the 
refugees home and partition  the  state. They  have 
not considered this as a practical m atte r ,  nor im ­
agined its effects on their  new-found prosperity.

I  v i s i t e d  a school in a village where prosperity 
had  broken out like a rash —  new houses, shops, 
hospital, high school, bigger e lem entary  schools —  
and  the teachers ha rangued  m e as foreseen. After 
telling me how well off everyone was, and b rag ­
ging of their  growth, they told me they were all
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u n h ap p y  an d  poor because they  h ad  ow ned 40,000 
dunams of land  (10,000 acres) an d  now  only owned
10.000 dunams. But a n o th e r A rab , w ho had no t 
overheard  this conversation  an d  was em ployed 
as an  ag ricu ltu ra l inspector, explained  th a t the
10.000 dunams w ere irrig a ted , w hich was new, an d  
also they w ere scientifically farm ed, an d  therefore 
p roduced  far m ore th an  the  40,000 dunams h ad . 
T o  listen to these conversations is w ork for a 
psychiatrist, no t a jou rna list.

I yearned  for m y silent hotel room  in Je rusa lem , 
b u t Nissim had  tw o h e a r t’s-desires, and  Nissim was 
such a nice m an  th a t  I could no t refuse him . 
T h ere  was a “ g rea t lad y ” he w an ted  m e to m eet, 
a M uslim . “ She began  a M uslim  w om en’s c lub  
all alone, she,” Nissim  said. “ Such a th ing has 
never been. W h at a b rave  w om an. T h e  M uslim s 
go to a place an d  learn  together, an d  h ear lec­
tures, the w om en. Is it no t w onderful?”  I could 
see th a t Nissim  was by n a tu re  a suffragette. H e 
also w anted  m e to  visit a new  village of govern­
m en t-b u ilt houses, w hich the A rab  citizens buy  
on the in sta llm en t p lan  by  paying  a low ren t. 
N ot everyone has a chance  to  own such line, 
inexpensive houses, an d  Nissim  —  like all Jew ish 
Israelis —  is a rd en tly  p roud  of every im provem ent 
in his coun try .

F irst we called on the lady, who lived in a m od­
ern  villa, luxurious by m iddle-class standards 
anyw here  and  p a la tia l by M iddle  E astern  s tan d ­
ards, very shiny and  tasteless. Nissim  th o u g h t it 
w onderful; so d id  she, w ith w ell-bred restra in t. 
She was young, charm ing , ju s t re tu rn ed  from h er 
schoo lteacher’s jo b , b a th ed  and  dressed for the 
afternoon in a sleeveless red  dress. She spoke of 
h e r M uslim  w om en’s club, whose m em bers ranged 
in age from  fifteen to  sixty, an d  learned  sewing, 
cooking, child care , listened to  lectures, and  
w ere enthusiastic  over th e ir  new' ven tu re . I am  
a suffragette like Nissim an d  was deligh ted . T h en  
the p red ic tab le  com plain ts began . T h e  peasants, 
she said, have w'ork and m oney and  d o n ’t ca re  
ab o u t an y th in g  else. But the educated  people 
suffer; they have all this education , and  after 
they finish th e ir  studies, w hat can  they do? O nly  
the professions, and  business, and  a  few a re  elected 
to P arliam en t; bu t they  can n o t get positions in 
the a rm y. H er h u sband , a pharm acist, has to take 
four buses to reach  his place of work, b u t here is 
this village of eight thousand  people w 'ithout a 
pharm acy ; w hy d o n ’t the Jew's open  a pharm acy?

“ If there  is such a cry ing  need for a ph arm acy  
here, w hy doesn’t your h usband  s ta rt one h im ­
self? T his is no t a C om m unist sta te ; th ere  are no 
laws against p riv a te  en terprise . Y ou a re  w’ell- 
know n people, full an d  free citizens. You could 
certa in ly  raise a loan, if you need it.”

You are not supposed to argue  ab o u t com ­

p la in ts ; it is ab o m in ab le  m an n ers . H e r  face closed 
like a lovely olive-colored tra p .

“ T h e  Israelis say th a t  th ey  do  n o t con scrip t 
A rabs —  except the  D ruses, w ho insisted on  it 
them selves —  because th e  only peop le  the  Israeli 
A rm y w ould ever have  to fight a re  A rabs. I t  seem s 
decen t to m e, and  it  seems like reaso n ab le  m ilita ry  
security . H ow  w ould y o u r m en  feel if called  u p o n  
to fight fellow A rabs, w ho m ig h t be th e ir  b lood  
relatives and  in tended  to  be th e ir  libera to rs?  D o 
you th ink  it is a good jo b  for a  m an  to jo in  an  a rm y  
he c a n n o t serve w ith  his h e a r t, and  w ould  sell 
o u t if the tim e cam e? T h a t  m ay  be excellen t w ork  
for spies, b u t no t for so ld iers.”

She opened  her closed face to  say, “ Yes, I see. 
B ut it is o u r c o u n try .”

I t w'as too hot, and  too futile. Besides, I w as 
tired  of the conven tion  w hich  a p p a re n tly  requ ires 
non-A rabs to tre a t A rabs as if they  w ere n eu ro tic  
ch ild ren , sub ject e ith e r to  ta n tru m s  o r to  in te rn a l 
b leed ing  from  sp iritua l w ounds. T h is g irl d id  n o t 
strike m e as a  p a th e tic  w eakling.

“ O n ly  by rig h t of co n q u est,”  I said . “ In  the  
seventh cen tu ry . T h e  Jew s go t here  first, a b o u t 
tw o thousand  years ah ead  of you. Y ou h a v e n ’t 
lived as m asters in  your ow n house for a long tim e. 
Aside from  th e  C rusaders, th e  O tto m a n  T u rk s 
bossed you for a steady  four h u n d re d  years, before 
the British took over. N ow  th e  Jew s have w on 
back th e ir  land  by r ig h t of conquest. T u rn  an d  
tu rn  a b o u t,”  I said, feeling as beastly  m in d ed  as 
an  A rab  myself. “ F a ir ’s fa ir .”

“ H ow  w'as it?” asked N issim , w ho h ad  been 
w aiting  in the car. “ She is fine, isn’t  she? T h in k  
th a t she sta rts  to teach  the  M uslim  w om en. N o 
o th e r one d id .”

Israelis a re  the  first to exp la in  (an d  w ho can  
know  better?) th a t it is pa in fu l to be a m in o rity : 
the A rabs in P alestine becam e a  m in o rity  sud ­
denly . I t  is grievous (as w ho know s b e tte r  th a n  
Israelis?) to be sep a ra ted  from  the n um erous, 
needed m em bers of y ou r fam ily . Israelis will also 
explain  th a t the A rabs in Israe l a re  to rn  in  tw o: 
th e ir  rac ia l loyalty  belongs to th e  enem ies of Israe l, 
an d  they  a re  a fra id ; if the A ra b  n a tio n s m ake 
w ar against Israel, as is reg u la rly  prom ised  on  the  
rad io  from  C airo , D am ascus, B eiru t, w h a t will be 
th e ir fate? W ould  th e  ou tside  A rabs reg a rd  th em , 
the  A rabs inside Israel, as co llab o ra to rs , tra ito rs?

T h e  em otional position  of the  Israe li A rabs is 
to rm en tin g  (and is held  in  th a t  to rm e n t by  the  
A rab  rad io  sta tions), th o u g h  they  are  m a te ria lly  
secure, p ro tec ted  by eq u a l ju stice  u n d e r  law , an d  
by  an  alm ost exaggera ted  respect for th e ir  feelings. 
I f  the A rab  nations m ad e  peace w ith  Israel, it is 
possible th a t all Israe li A rabs w ould  relax , be 
h appy , and  w ho lehearted  su p p o rte rs  of Israel. 
I f  no t, no t. N o one, a fte r listen ing  to  Israeli A rabs,
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could believe that Palestin ian  refugees w ould be 
e ith er con ten ted  or loyal citizens of Israel.

T h e  new  village, th a t so pleased Nissim , was 
rows of sm all p lastered houses p a in ted  in pastel 
shades, o r w hite w ith  pastel-colored  w oodw ork. 
T hey  have a  po rch -veranda, tw o fairly  large 
room s, a kitchen, a show er-w ash room , and sm all 
gardens. N o w orking-class A rabs I saw anyw here 
in the M idd le  East possess houses like these, b u t the 
ow ners w ere no t satisfied, as I knew  they  would 
not be. O ne  boy of ab o u t fourteen  could speak 
English; boys of this age are  va luab le  in fo rm ants 
—  they  p a rro t their elders w ithou t l'eflection.

“ W e are  very p o o r,” he said.
“ H ow  can  you be very poor and  live in these 

houses? Y ou have to  pay  for th e m .”
“ W e m ust to w ork very h a rd . M ore  h a rd e r 

th a n  before. T errib le  work. W e have no la n d .” 
“ W asn’t  farm ing h a rd  work?”
“ No. T h a t  was easy. N ot like now .”
“ H ow  does your fam ily m anage?”
“ M y b ro th e r works. In  T el Aviv. In  a gasoline 

sta tion . T h a t  is te rrib le  h a rd  w o rk .”
W hen we left, the p re tty , h ea lth y  ch ild ren  ran  

beside the  car, shouting. I w aved. Nissim  looked 
queer, som ething was w rong; th a t ch ron ic  optim ist 
seem ed sad.

“ W h a t’s the m atter, N issim ?”
“ N oth ing . W hat the ch ildren  say .”
“ You m ean  just now , shouting?”
“ Yes. T h ey  say: ‘W here you going, bastard?  

I spit on y o u .’ ”
W h a t for, I though t, w hat for, and  will it never 

stop?
“ Do you ha te  the A rabs, Nissim ?”
“ No. O f course n o .”
“ W hy not?”
“ W h a t is the  good of ha te?”
W h a t indeed? A rabs gorge on h a te , they roll 

in it, they b rea the  it. Jew s top the h a te  list, b u t 
any  foreigners are hateful enough. A rabs also 
h a te  each o th er, separately  and  en masse. T h e ir 
politicians change the d irec tion  of the ir ha te  as 
they w ould  change the ir shirts. T h e ir  press is 
v u lgarly  base w ith hate-filled cartoons; the ir re ­
p o rtin g  describes w hatever h a te  is now  upperm ost 
and  conven ien t. T h e ir rad io  is a long scream  of 
h a te , a call to hate. T h ey  teach th e ir  ch ild ren  ha te  
in  school. T h ey  m ust love the taste  of h a te ; it is 
th e ir daily  b read . A nd w hat good has it done 
them ?

T
J lH E R e  is no fu ture in spending  U N  m oney to 

b reed  h a te . T h ere  is no fu tu re  in nagg ing  or b u lly ­
ing Israel to com m it suicide by the adm ission of a 
fatal locust sw arm  of enem ies. T h ere  is no fu tu re  
in N asser’s solution, the  H oly  W ar against Israel;

and we had  b e tte r m ake this very clear, very 
quickly. Long bleak m em ories will recall the 
Sudetendeutsch  and  C zechoslovakia. In a new 
setting. P alestin ian  refugees assum e the role of the 
S udetendeutsch . Israel becom es C zechoslovakia. 
P ro p ag an d a  p repares the w ar for libera tion  of 
“ our b ro th ers .” V ictory  over a m ino r n ear enem y 
is p lanned  as the essential first step on a long 
tr iu m p h a n t road of conquest. A thousand-year 
M uslim  R eich, the A frican co n tin en t ruled by 
Egypt, m ay be a m ad d ream , bu t we have ex­
perience of m ad d ream s and  m ad d ream ers. 
W e canno t be too careful. T h e  echo of H itle r’s 
voice is heard  again  in the land , now  speaking 
A rabic.

U nfortunately  for us all, inc lud ing  the A rabs, 
the M iddle E astern  A rab nations have been hit 
by independence and the tw entie th  cen tu ry  at 
the sam e tim e. It is a lot to hand le , and  they are 
no t hand ling  it safely or sanely. T h e  Cold W ar 
does not help them ; it encourages folly. East and 
W est both  tre a t the A rabs w ith  nervous anxiety; 
p lacato ry  and  brib ing, East and W est keep their 
eyes fixed on the geographical location of the 
A rab  states and  the im m ense am o u n t of oil u n d er 
the ir deserts. No one does or can  talk  p ractical 
facts abou t Israel to the A rabs; it w ould be use­
less. Even the soundest A rab  leaders have tied 
th e ir own hands tigh t in an  official ha te  policy. 
A t present, any  A rab  governm ent w hich urged a 
quick, peaceful, advan tageous settlem ent of the 
Palestine Refugee P rob lem  would be m obbed. 
T h e  m obs have been in d o c trin a ted  for th irteen  
years, as have the A rab  refugees.

T h e  Palestin ian  refugees could have been a b ­
sorbed into the econom ic life of the A rab  countries 
long ago, despite the rem ark  of U N R W A ’s D i­
rector —  in his 1 960 rep o rt —  th a t jobs do no t ex­
ist for the refugees in the A rab  countries. O f course 
they do  no t exist; if they d id , the  A rab  stan d ard  of 
life would be a finer and  a be tte r th ing  than  it is 
now. T he jobs m ust be m ade; b u t the A rab 
countries need to have the jobs done as m uch as 
the refugees need to do them . T h e  D irector of 
U N R W A  states, in the sam e repo rt, th a t the m a­
jo rity  of Palestin ian  refugees are  unskilled peas­
ants and there are enough or too m any of those 
in  the A rab  countries a lready . N o doub t. But 
unskilled peasants, all over the w orld, have 
learned to becom e skilled factory  w orkers or 
scientific farm ers, a t very short notice; th a t ability 
to learn  is w hat m akes ou r m odern  industria l 
civilization tick. T h e  Y em enite Jew s who moved 
in  a week from the M iddle  Ages to Israel, the 
unskilled Polish peasants opera ting  the N ova 
H u ta  steel mills are  obvious exam ples of this 
transfo rm ation . N eighboring  A rabs regard  the 
Palestinian A rabs as ou tstand ing ly  intelligent.
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I would th ink  this rep u ta tio n  deserved. T here  is 
no reason to believe th a t they  can n o t learn  as 
o thers have.

W here th e re ’s a will —  and  as m uch  unused 
land and  w asted w ater, m inera l and  oil resources, 
u n d erp o p u la tio n  and  undeveloped  industries as 
in the vast A rab  te r r i to r ie s— th ere ’s a way. 
“ W estern Im peria lis ts” w ould have to co n trib u te  
m ost of the  cash for the  w ay, and it w ould be 
cheap  a t the price. I t  is m ore  expensive to  m ain ­
ta in  pau p ers  forever th a n  to establish free, self- 
supporting  citizens. O ne  ou tlay  of cap ita l is futile 
and  never ends; the o th e r is a cap ita l investm ent, 
h u m an e  and  p rofitab le , and  pays for itself. It 
pays in buying  peace, an d  we d o n ’t have to argue 
w hich is the b e tte r  b arg a in , peace or w ar. “ W est­
ern  Im peria lis ts” should provide the w ay; the 
A rab  governm ents w ould have to  provide the  will.

Econom ics are  no t all, and  the tragedy  of most 
refugees is n o t th a t they starve in th e ir countries 
of adop tion , b u t th a t th e ir  hearts  and  m inds and 
souls starve. T hey  are  lonely strangers who do 
no t speak the language of the new  land , o r know 
its custom s; they are  aliens. B ut the Palestin ian  
refugees look, th ink , feel, and organize them selves 
socially as the A rabs of the “ host cou n tries” do. 
T h ey  speak the sam e language, they p ractice  the 
sam e religion. T h e  C hristian  m inority  w ould  find 
fellow m inority  C hristians in every A rab  country  
except L ebanon , w here they are  on top. T he 
Palestin ian  A rabs are  no t foreigners in  the A rab 
w orld ; they a re  m em bers of th e ir  own fam ily.

A ccording to  A rab  politicians and  apologists, 
the Palestinian refugees refuse to becom e in te­
g rated  in the  A rab  w orld ; it is Palestine or no th ing  
for them . E veryone shouts for the Palestin ian  refu­
gees, and  a t  them , and  ab o u t them , b u t no one 
has ever asked the refugees w hat they themselves 
w ant: w here do you w an t to  live; w hat do you 
w an t to do? M y tiny  personal G allup  poll u n ­
earthed  p len ty  of refugees w ho w ere h ap p y  w here 
they were and  had  no desire to re tu rn  to Palestine, 
no m a tte r  w hat; and  p len ty  of refugees who 
longed to em igra te  to the rich e r A rab  countries, 
w here the fu tu re  looks b rig h te r, or ou t into the 
great non-A rab  w orld. Except for one C hristian  
A rab  from  Jaffa , who thinks Jews m ore honest 
than  A rab  M uslim s and  b e tte r  people to do 
business w ith , none of them  w anted  to re tu rn  to 
Israel, as Israeli citizens, and  dw ell in peace with 
the ir Jew ish neighbors. W e need a secret poll of 
both  sexes, from  the age of twelve onw ard , to 
discover the refugees’ ow n wishes for th e ir  ow n 
lives. T h e  poll w ould have to be secret because 
it is im possible, even perilous, for an  A rab  refugee 
openly to  disclaim  in terest in Palestine. Such a 
freeth inker w ould be m arked  as a tra ito r  to the 
A rab  cause. M an  is a  political an im al, b u t he also

w ants to live. Politics have  offered a very  d ry  
c ru st to these refugees for a very  long  tim e.

Y et the A rab  go v ern m en ts  insist th a t  the  
Palestin ian  refugees a re  a p o litica l p ro b lem . O n ce  
a year, form ally , they b ra n d ish  these w aiting  lives 
a t  the U N  A ssem bly. T h e  rest of th e  year, w ith  
d iffe ren t degrees of in tensity , d e p e n d in g  on th e ir  
dom estic politics, they wield these w aitin g  lives to 
stir u p  A rab  h a te  a t hom e. T h e  A rab  g o v ernm en ts 
say they  w ill no t accep t the  ex istence of the  s ta te  
of Israel, now  o r ever. T h e  logical conclusion  is 
th a t, w hen  read y , they  in ten d  to  b u rs t from  th e ir  
cold belligeren t status in to  ho t a rm ed  conflict an d  
te rm in a te  Is rae l’s existence. W e c a n n o t force the 
A rab  nations to  m ake peace w ith  Israel, b u t we 
have to p rev en t them  from  m ak in g  ac tu a l w ar —  
for the sake of all h u m a n  life, th e ir  ow n in c luded . 
A v ita l p reven tive  ac t w ould be to  rem ove th e  
Palestin ian  refugees as a ju stifica tio n  of w ar.

Is it fruitless to offer term s to  th e  A rab  g o v ern ­
m ents? W e can n o t h u rry  th em , o r th re a te n  them . 
T h e ir  p ride  has been sca rred ; th ey  a re  u n c e rta in  
noisy adolescents in a tricky  clever a d u lt w orld ; 
th e ir na tio n a lism  is new , an d  th ey  suspect insults 
o r a ttacks on it, from  every  side; th ey  do  n o t live 
easily w ith  them selves or w ith  each  o th e r; an d  
they have no t yet understood  th a t  a n a tio n  is only  
as strong  as its people —  arm s la id  on to p  of d is­
ease, illiteracy , and p overty  are  a useless b u rd e n . 
But if we know  our ow n m inds, a re  p a tie n t, firm , 
an d  generous, in tim e th e  A rab  g o v ernm en ts m igh t 
allow  us to en rich  th e ir  coun tries.

O u r W estern  offer should  be c lear: U N R W A  is 
to  con tinue  as a bridge  to the fu tu re ; we will pay  
for the b ridge  and  the  fu tu re  —  P alestin ian  re fu ­
gees are  g rad u a lly  to becom e A rab  citizens, e a rn ­
ing th e ir  ow n livelihood on la n d , in industries, 
w hich o u r m oney an d  techn ica l he lp  will m ake 
availab le . A ll o f this, b u t n o t a n o th e r  p en n y  for 
a political p rob lem . T h e  P alestin ian  refugees m ust 
be taken ou t of politics forever an d  g iven  th e  sam e 
chance  th a t  m illions of refugees have  h ad  before 
them : a ch an ce  for w ork, p riv a te  peace, an d  
p riv a te  life.

W ould the A rab  g o v ernm en ts re jec t such an  
offer flatly, in p ique, and  tu rn  U N R W A  over to 
the R ussians? T h e  A rab  leaders d o  n o t ca re  for 
C om m unism  a t hom e. R ussia , as p a re n t an d  
teach er of hun d red s of thousands of y oung  A rab  
refugees, w ould  no t c h a rm  th em . In  th e  ugly  
Plast-W est riv a lry  for A rab  affection  (and oil and  
geography), we m igh t for once risk tak ing  a r e a ­
sonable, com passionate  line. W e are  n o t likely to 
be ou tb id  in this field. T h e  A rab  go v ern m en ts  d o  
no t love us, b u t they  fear the  p rose ly tiz ing  C o m ­
m unists m ore.

U N R W A  has been a sp lend id  m o th e r-a n d -  
fa ther and  can  serve the refugees as a gu ide  to the
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fu tu re . U N R W A ’s greatest gift to the refugees, to 
the A rab  w orld , and, ind irectly , to us ail is the 
education  an d  health  of its charges. U N R W A  
should  receive m ore m oney and  be considered 
p rim arily  an  educational institu tion . In  m y op in ­
ion, U N R W A  will be w ith  us for some tim e, an 
ad m irab le  tra in in g  school for young Palestinians 
an d  a kindly  old folks’ hom e for aged Palestinians. 
B ut U N R W A  too m ust be taken  ou t of politics. 
Its  w ork should no t be subject to A rab  political 
supervision; none of its activities should be used 
for A rab  p ro p ag an d a  purposes; and  its W estern  
personnel m ust keep them selves rigorously de­
tached  from  the A rab-Israel controversy.

' J L h e  Palestin ian  refugees are a chain  reaction . 
A rab  politicians and apologists would have us 
believe th a t the explosion began  w ith  the Balfour 
D ec la ra tion  to “ view w ith  favour the establish­
m en t in Palestine of a hom e for the Jew ish  peop le .” 
M ore likely, the  explosion started  in the d ep ths of 
tim e w hen the R om ans drove the  Jew s from their 
one and only  hom eland , the soil th a t grew  their 
h istory , the Bible. N early  two thousand  years

la ter, H itler and  his followers com m itted  such 
b a rb a ro u s crim es against the Jew s as all C hristen ­
dom  and all Islam , b a rb a ro u s too, had  never in ­
flicted in the cen turies of the Jew ish dispersion. 
T h e  Nazis and  the gas cham bers m ade the state of 
Israel inevitable: the Palestin ian  A rabs and the 
five invading  A rab  arm ies de te rm ined  the b o u n d ­
aries of Israel.

T h e  Palestin ian  refugees are  u n fo rtu n a te  vic­
tim s of a brief m om ent in h istory . I t  is forgotten 
th a t  Jew s are also victim s in  the sam e m anner, of 
the  sam e m om ent. T h e  A rab -Israel w ar and its 
con tinuous a fte rm ath  produced  a tw o-w ay flight 
of peoples. N early  half a m illion Jew s, leaving 
beh ind  every th ing  they ow ned, escaped from  the 
A rab  countries w here they lived to s ta rt life again 
as refugees in Israel. W ith in  one generation , if 
civilization lasts, Palestin ian  refugees will merge 
into the A rab  nations, because the young will 
insist on real lives instead of endless w aiting. If we 
can  keep the peace, how ever troub led , the ch ild ren  
of Palestin ian  refugees will m ake them selves a t 
hom e am ong th e ir ow n kind, in the ir ancestral 
lands. For the Jew s there is no o ther ancestral 
land  th an  Israel.

CONRAD AIKEN

Oneiromaehia

W e are  the necrom ancers w ho once m ore 
m agically  m ake visible the n ight 
recap tu re  th a t obscure obscene deligh t 
fathom  its u n d erto w  and  in one net 
fish up  foul fables we m ust no t forget 
have them  alive and  slippery  in ou r hands: 
w hat are  we b u t d iv ided selves th a t m ove 
to And in all th a t g littering  th rash  our love?

W e’ll sum m on in one d ream  all m otives forth 
and  you shall be the south and I the n o rth  
and  we will speak th a t language of the  b ra in  
th a t’s ha lf of P o rtugal or all of Spain 
or of those yet unsounded  seas
th a t w estw ard  spaw n beneath  the m enstrual m oon: 
w hat are  we b u t divided souls th a t live 
or strive to  in the sundered self of love?

S p lin ter the  ligh t and it will d ream  a rainbow  
loosen the ra in b o w  it will stream  in light 
d iv ide the brigh tness and  you’ll build  a wall.
But w e’ll a tw iligh t be, a go-betw een 
of m id n ig h t an d  of daybreak , and beget 
m arvels and  m onsters we m ust no t forget: 
these are  the  language th a t love dared  no t speak 
w ithou t w hich we can neither m ake nor break .
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