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Please join us for an evening of celebration in support of

individuals and families living with HIV / AIDS

€XAS

If this is only the silver celebration, just imagine when
we reach gold....

Appropriately, Houston’s GLBT community will both
commemorate Stonewall and celebrate the twenty-fifth
anniversary of its Pride celebration over the course of twen-
ty-five event-packed days. Beginning on Thursday, June 35,
and culminating on Sunday, June 29, Houston Pride—The
Silver Celebration offers nearly a monthful of prideful events
ranging in focus from historical to hysterical, pop to politi-
cal, sexy to spiritual, and just down right gay!

Houston invites GLBT Texans and their friends to par-
ticipate in any or all of the these highly diverse events all of
which aptly reflect our community’s high diversity.

As Pride Committee of Houston’s Official Media
Sponsor for the fifth consecutive year, The Texas Triangle
proudly urges our readers to join in the celebration. After all,
we’re only 25 once!
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Please join us for an evening of celebration in support of

individuals and families living with HIV / AIDS

Friday, June 6

8 pm-midnight
Dance Lessons (7-8 pm)
New! Boot Contest!

Saengerrunde Hall

e Music by Alvin Crow
e BBQ
» Silent Auction

Cash Bar for Beer, Wine & Liquor Setups

If this is only the silver celebration, just imagine when
we reach gold.... _

Appropriately, Houston’s GLBT community will both
commemorate Stonewall and celebrate the twenty-fifth
anniversary of its Pride celebration over the course of twen-
ty-five event-packed days. Beginning on Thursday, June 5,
and culminating on Sunday, June 29, Houston Pride—The
Silver Celebration offers nearly a monthful of prideful events
ranging in focus from historical to hysterical, pop to politi-
cal, sexy to spiritual, and just down right gay!

Houston invites GLBT Texans and their friends to par-
ticipate in any or all of the these highly diverse events all of
which aptly reflect our community’s high diversity.

As Pride Committee of Houston’s Official Media
Sponsor for the fifth consecutive year, The Texas Triangle
proudly urges our readers to join in the celebration. After all,
we’re only 25 once!
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Houston Pride Events
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sitcom industry as it produces
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“Puppy Episode.” TV sit-com
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reality for the series star as innu-
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turn to fact. Both Ellens eventu-
ally come out to a mixture of
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are captured in this fast-paced,
informative documentary.
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7-10 pm
Kick Off Party
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Friday, June 6

7-10 pm

Kick Off Party

Join the Pride Committee of
Houston to honor the last 25 years of
Pride Grand Marshals. City officials,
community leaders and The Lady
Chablis of Savannah, Georgia will be
in attendance.

Heritage Hall, JPMorgan Chase
Building

707 Travis

Houston, TX 77002

Cost: Free (donations benefiting
the Pride Committee of Houston
accepted)

Complimentary Valet at 811 Rusk

Info: The Pride Committee of
Houston

PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929
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Continued from pg. 19

10 pm-2 am

Kick Off Party... Continued
Join us at Rich’s for continued festivities after the Official Kick Off Party with special
guest performer The Lady Chablis. The Lady Chablis is best known for her perform-
ance in the movie, Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. This will be her Texas
debut. All guests of the Kick off Party at JPMorgan Chase will receive complimentary
entrance to Rich’s for the show. Showtime is 12 midnight on the main stage.

Rich’s

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

www.richs-houston.com

Ph: 713-759-9606

Saturday, June 7
11 am-3 pm

Heath and Fitness Fair

Featuring complimentary health screenings and displays from community
chiropractors, massage therapists, personal trainers, Buyers Club
Supplements and other health care professionals. Nutritious food and
beverage samples will also be available.

Fitness Exchange

4040 Milam Street

Houston, TX 77006

713-524-9932

Cost: Free

www.fitnessexchange.cc

9 pm-5 am

Rich’s Customer Appreciation Night

Special VIP entry of $4 and $1 drinks from 9 p.m. ‘til midnight for all customers.
Virginia Slymm show at 12:30 p.m. and “special” show at 1 a.m. on the main stage.
Chance to win ten Rich’s VIP membership cards and lots of other surprises.

Rich’s ;

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

www.richs-houston.com

Ph: 713-759-9606

Sunday, June 8
2 pm
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Wonderin' what to do?

Come check out the guys
{ond girls)

ot Tapelenders

We've got what you ore lo

o Pride ltems

o Cards
www.Tapelenders.com

Dallas & Austin's

Gay & Leshian Superstore
3926 Cedar Springs, Dallas
T114 W, 5th Street, Austin

Dallas ® 214.528.6344
Austin ® 512.472.0844

Little York

Veterinary Clinic, PC

Marcia DuBois D.V.M., C.V.A.
LV.A.S. Certified Acupuncturist
100 W. Little York
Houston, TX 77076
713-692-5148
www.littleyorkvet.com

Natural Pet Healing

D Full service Hospital

D Traditional Chinese Medicine

» Acupuncture

D Skeletal balancing -

P Holistic Veterinary Care

b Small animals, exotics and equine

Celebrating Houston
Pride 2003
Congrats on 25 Years
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Supplements and other health care professionals. Nutritious food and
beverage samples will also be available.

Fitness Exchange

4040 Milam Street
Houston, TX 77006
713-524-9932

Cost: Free
www.fitnessexchange.cc

9 pm-5 am

Rich’s Customer Appreciation Night

Special VIP entry of $4 and $1 drinks from 9 p.m. ‘til midnight for all customers.
Virginia Slymm show at 12:30 p.m. and “special” show at 1 a.m. on the main stage.
Chance to win ten Rich’s VIP membership cards and lots of other surprises.

Rich’s

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

www.richs-houston.com

Ph: 713-759-9606

Sunday, June 8
2 pm

Concert in the Park

The Houston Pride Band begins the celebration of its 25th Anniversary with a con-
cert at Woodrow Wilson Park. The concert will be a collection point for Stone Soup
Food Pantry. Ice cream will be served.

Woodrow Wilson Park

Fairview at Yupon

Cost: Free

Info: Houston Pride Band

PO Box 300788

Houston, TX

Ph. 713-862-9491

info@houstonprideband.org

www.houstonprideband.org

7-10 pm

Fitness Exchange 25th Anniversary Party

Member and community appreciation party to commemorate Fitness Exchange’s
25th anniversary. This will be a thank-you to Fitness Exchange members.

South Beach Night Club

810 Pacific

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: No cost for members of Fitness Exchange

Continued on pg. 22
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'Natural Pet Healing

b Full service Hospital

D Traditional Chinese Medicine

D Acupuncture

b Skeletal balancing

» Holistic Veterinary Care

D Small animals, exotics and equine

www. lapelenders.com

Dallas & Austin's
Gay & Lesbian Superstore
3926 Cedor Springs, Dallas
FEE4 W, 5th Street, Austin

Dallas ® 214.528.6344
Austin ® 512.472.0844

Celebrating Houston
Pride 2003

Congrats on 25 Years

NEAR 'I‘HE GALLERIA
2400 West Loop South; Houston, Texas 77027
(Between San Felipe & Westheimer)
Reservations Call 888-321-4733 » www.SheratonSuitesHouston.com




Houston Pride Events

Continued from pg. 21

Monday, June 9
7-9 pm

Grand Marshal Reception

The Royal, Sovereign and Imperial Court of the Single Star of Houston, Inc. honors
the Grand Marshals of the 2003 Houston Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Pride
Parade. In honor of the past 25 years in pride the 2003 Grand Marshals are all Grand
Marshals from the past 25 years. Join us at Chances to meet some of the most heroic and
inspirational members of Houston's GLBT community and enjoy complimentary hors
d'oeuvres.

Chances

1100 Westheimer

Info: The Royal, Sovereign, and Imperial Court of the Single Star of Houston, Inc.

PO Box 98044

Houston, TX 77298

Ph. 281-216-0757

sofonda@sofonda.com

WWW.TSICSs.org

Wednesday, June 11
8 pm

Theatre New West presents Jerker
Written by Robert Chesley, directed by Joe Watts, and starring Brett Cullum and
Glen Fillmore, Jerker runs through July 12. The June 11 performance benefits The

Center for AIDS" Hope and Remembrance Project. Mature audiences, please; contains

lpncluaid sty Texas Triangle ‘Profiles in Pride” presents Lance Loud: A Death in an
Houston, TX 77006 American Family
Cost: $20

The Assistance Fund

recognizes and congratulates the Pride Committee on

25 years of Successful Pride in Houston!
A

Houston

Continued from pg. Z

Info: Theatre New Wesi
1415 California =~
Houston, TX 77006
PH. 713-522-2204
TheatreNWest@aol.con

Thursday, June 12
7:30 pm
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Theatre New West

1415 California

Houston, TX 7700

Cost: Free

Info: The Pride Commil
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PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-60]

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929

info @ pridehouston.org

www.pridehouston.org
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Info; Theatre New West
1415 California
Houston, TX 77006

PH. 713-522-2204
TheatreNWest@aol.com

Thursday, June 12

7:30 pm

Texas Triangle’s ‘Profiles in Pride’ Film Screening

Lance Loud: A Death in an American Family

On December 21, 2001, Lance Loud died of liver failure caused by a Hepatitis C
and HIV co-infection. Lance was 50 years old. His final days are recounted in the fas-
cinating film, Lance Loud! A Death in An American Family, Lance’s passing was like a
death in the family for the millions of viewers who got to know him through An
American Family, the PBS documentary series that premiered in 1973 and was, in
essence, television’s first reality show. Bold, brash and full of energy and ideas, Lance
was a real character with a fondness for the outrageous (think blue lipstick). Before An
American Family, we'd never seen anyone quite like him on television.

Theatre New West

1415 California

Houston, TX 7700

Cost: Free

Info: The Pride Committee of

Houston

PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929

info @ pridehouston.org

www.pridehouston.org

Friday, June 13
7-9:30 pm

Civil Rights Celebration
Benefiting Lambda

An event celebrating the case
against Texas's “Homosexual
Conduct” Law at the U.S. Supreme
Court, featuring Jimmy James, Jerry
Atwood’s Funk}f Cabanet, and Ruth
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Cost: Free

" [nfo: The Pride Committee of
~ Houston

' PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929
info@pridehouston.org
www.pridehouston.org

Friday, June 13

7-9:30 pm

Civil  Rights
Benefiting Lambda

An event celebrating the case
against  Texas’s  “Homosexual
Conduct” Law at the U.S. Supreme
Court, featuring Jimmy James, Jerry
Atwood’s Funky Cabaret, and Ruth
Harlow (Lead Counsel for the
Lawrence v. Texas Supreme Court
case). Sponsor reception begins at 6
pm.

Celebration

Meteor

2306 Genessee

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: $25 advance/$35

at the door

Info: 214-219-8585 or

Shelley Kennedy, 713-822-7688
www.lambdalegal.org

9 pm-3 am

Virginia Slymm’s Super Special
Show

Miss Rich’s Virginia Slymm will
host a Super Special show with a cast
of Houston’s best female imperson-
ators. The show starts at 10 pm in the
Leopard Lounge (second floor of
Rich’s) and lasts until 11:30 pm. This
is one show you will not want to miss.

Musionist Jimmy James headlines o “Civil
Rights Celebration” benefiting Lambda

Continued on pg. 24
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Houston Pride Events

Continued from pg. 23

See the new, the old, and the famous.
Rich’s
2401 San Jacinto
Houston, TX 77002
www.richs-houston.com
Ph: 713-759-9606

Saturday, June 14

8 am-4 pm

LHI Rainbow Health Fair

Health Fair for women offering free mammograms by appointment, other health
screenings at low or no cost: pap smears, well-woman exam, blood sugar check and
blood pressure check.

Montrose Clinic Building

215 Westheimer

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free

Info: Lesbian Health Initiative Houston

PO Box 130158

Houston, TX 77219-0158

Ph. 713-603-0023.

www.lhithouston.org

12 noon-5 p.m.

Community Law Day

More than twenty Stonewall Lawyers will speak on various topics in classroom set-
tings throughout the day. Topics include: forming and dissolving relationships, adoption
and insemination, estate planning, HIV/AIDS, immigration, social security, bankruptcy,
traffic tickets and auto accidents, criminal law—sex, drugs and the court system and
much more.

Bering Memorial UMC

1440 Harold

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free

Info: Stonewall Law Association of Greater Houston

PO Box 66502

Houston, TX 77266

Ph. 713-227-1717

info@slagh.org

www.slagh.org

0 nm-% am
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Annie Lennox

Ph. 713-529-6979
Fax 713-529-6929
info@pridehouston.org
www.pridehouston.org

Wednesday, June 18
7-10 nm
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Houston, TX 77219-0158
Ph. 713-603-0023
www.lhihouston.org

12 noon-5 p.m.

Community Law Day

More than twenty Stonewall Lawyers will speak on various topics in classroom set-
tings throughout the day. Topics include: forming and dissolving relationships, adoption
and insemination, estate planning, HIV/AIDS, immigration, social security, bankruptcy,
traffic tickets and auto accidents, criminal law—sex, drugs and the court system and
much more.

Bering Memorial UMC

1440 Harold

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free

Info: Stonewall Law Association of Greater Houston

PO Box 66502

Houston, TX 77266

Ph. 713-227-1717

info@slagh.org

www.slagh.org

9 pm-5 am

Annie Lennox Release Party: Bare

The diva is back with an all new album entitled Bare. Be the first to dance to her
new hits. Promotional giveaways including full CD’s.

Rich’s

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

Info: www.richs-houston.com

Ph: 713-759-9606

Tuesday, June 17

7 pm

Parade Mandatory Meeting

Every pride parade entry is required to send a representative to this meeting. The
Pride Committee of Houston Parade Committee will review rules and security while
offering a "sneak preview" of some of the exciting new features for the 25th Silver
Celebration Nighttime Pride Parade.

Metropolitan Multi-Service Center

1475 West Gray

Houston, TX 77019

Cost: Free

Info: The Pride Committee of Houston

PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-607 1

Annie Lennox

Ph. 713-529-6979
Fax 713-529-6929
info @pridehouston.org
www.pridehouston.org

Wednesday, June 18
7-10 pm

Papi Underwear Fashion Show

Featuring DJ Cubanito, benefiting Amigos Volunteers in Education and Service.
Happy hour drink specials and free Mexican buffet from our friends at Michaeline’s
Restaurant and Catering.

South Beach Night Club

810 Pacific

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: $10

Info: AVES

807 Hawthorne

Houston, TX 77006

Ph. 713-626-2837

www.aves-health.org

Thursday, June 19
7:30 pm

Texas Triangle’s ‘Profiles in Pride’ Film Screening

No Secret Anymore: The Times of Del Martin & Phyllis Lyo

Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon aren’t just a sweet old lesbian couple in love. They're
walking legends, witnesses to and creators of lesbian political history in the United
States since the mid-20th century. What’s so delightful about Joan E. Biren's documen-

25 ¢ The Texas Triangle * May 30, 2003 Continued on pg. 26



Houston Pride Events

Continued from pg. 25

tary is that it tells three amazing stories at once:
the little-known events of our early civil rights
struggles, the impact those struggles have had on
our community’s growth, and the singular role
played in those struggles by two extraordinary
women in love. :

Theatre New West

415 California

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free

Info: The Pride Committee of Houston

PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929

info @ pridehouston.org

www.pridehouston.org

Saturday, June 21

11 am-10 pm
Pride Day at Six Flags Astroworld
Benefiting the Pride Committee of Houston
and Q Patrol. Featuring Latin Divas recording
artists: Miss Lupita and Adassa. Special appear-
ance by Ms. Thea Austin debuting her new remix
of her #1 Pop Hit “Rhythm Is a Dancer 2003”.
Six Flags Astroworld
610 South Loop between Kirby and Fannin
across from Reliant Park
Cost: $35 in advance, $39.95 at the door

Texas Triangle “Profiles in Pride’ presents No Secret Anymore: The
Times of Del Martin & Phyllis Lyon

(includes all you can eat catered lunch and con-

certs).
Tickets go on sale Friday, May 30.
Info: 713-521-0107
www.SouthBeachthenightclub.com

7:30 am

Sixth Annual Houston Pride 5K Fun Run
and Walk

The 3.1-mile race will start at Sam Houston
Park, with an out-and-back course along the
inbound side of Allen Parkway. The sixth annual
running of this race will benefit AssistHers, a vol-
unteer organization that provides in-home support
and care to lesbian women with chronic or dis-
abling illnesses. The race is sponsored by Houston
Montrose Athletic Association, a 501(c)(3) corpo-
ration.

Trophies will be awarded to the first overall
male and female winners, the first masters male
and female winners, and the first wheelchair win-
ner. The top five males and females in age groups
30-34, 35-39, and 40-44 will receive awards. The
top three males and females in all other age groups
will receive awards. The race will conclude with a
party and presentation of awards and door prizes in
Sam Houston Park. All participants will receive a
T-shirt.

Cost: An early-registration fee of $15 is avail-
able until June 13; after June 13, registration is $20.

To download a registration form from the Fun

Greek Myths and Toga.
_ Costume Competiti

62

Jone 2022 Nude Weekend

* Full Moon Party

Houston

Continued from pg. 2
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Continued from pg. 26

Run Web page, access www.geocities.com/houstonpride5k/index.html. To receive a
form by mail, call 713-661-8919. Forms are also available at Memorial Tennis Center,
Memorial Fitness Center, Copy.Com, Lobo, Fleet Feet, RunSport, Luke’s Locker, Run
wild. Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center, Houston Gym, Fitness Exchange,
and Landmark Greenway and River Qaks theaters. Online registration is available at
www.SignMeUpSports.com.

Volunteers who want to help out on race day should call Mac Crone at 713-661-
8919.

9 pm-5 am

The Official After-Astroworld Party, “Rollercoaster”

Every guest who comes through the door with an Astro World ticket will receive
VIP entry for a cost of only $4. Lots of drink specials and a special Rollercoaster show
at 1 am on the main stage.

Rich’s

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

www.richs-houston.com

Ph: 713-759-9606

Sunday, June 22

1-4 pm

Family and Youth Day

A family event at Memorial Park hosted by JP Morgan Chase. Includes moonwalk,
DJ, face painting, popcorn and cotton candy.

Memorial Park

Cost: Free

7-9:30 pm

XALT—Xtreme Adoration of the Lord Together (PRAISE DAY)

An interactive night of praise and worship to God with specific focus on
Community Gospel Church’s wonderful savior, Jesus. Featuring local talents in song,
sign and poem. A dessert reception and fellowship follows.

Community Gospel Church

4305 Lillian

Houston, TX 77007

Cost: Free

Info: Community Gospel Church

713-880-9235

cgospel @commt! nitygospel.org

www.community gospel.org

The Pharmacy America Trusts

Cares About
Your Health

For the location nearest you,
call toll-free
1-800-WALGREENS

(1-800-925-4733)
or visit our website at

Congratulations
Houston
On The
5th Silver

Anmniversary
of Pride
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14 pm

ﬁday, June 22

Family and Youth Day

A family event at Memorial Park hosted by JP Morgan Chase. Includes moonwalk,
pJ, face painting, popcorn and cotton candy.

Memorial Park

Cost: Free

7-9:30 pm

XALT—Xtreme Adoration of the Lord Together (PRAISE DAY)

An interactive night of praise and worship to God with specific focus on
Community Gospel Church’s wonderful savior, Jesus. Featuring local talents in song,
sign and poem. A dessert reception and fellowship follows.

Community Gospel Church

4305 Lillian

Houston. TX 77007

Cost: Free

Info: Community Gospel Church

713-880-9235

cgospel @communitygospel.org

www.communitygospel.org

Monday, June 23
6-8 pm

Outbreak: A Community Forum on Gay Men’s Sexual Health
Montrose Clinic will host a community forum to educate and/or create awareness for
the need for gay men to be tested for STDs.

1415 Bar and Grille

1415 California

Houston, TX 77006

Info: Montrose Clinic, Inc.

215 Westheimer

Houston, TX 77006

PH. 713-830-3000

eroland @montroseclinic.org

www.montroseclinic.org

Wednesday, June 25
8:30-10 am

Explaining HIV Drug Resistance: A Patient-Friendly Approach
In an effort to keep the Houston community informed about the latest trends in the
treatment of HIV disease. The Center for AIDS is pleased to host Andrew Zolopa, MD
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for a community breakfast meeting. Dr. Zolopa is Clinical Chief of the Division of
Infectious Diseases & Geographic Medicine, Stanford University School of Medicine
and is also Director of Stanford Positive Care Program at Stanford Hospital. He has lec-
tured widely on the strategic management of HIV disease and will bring a patient-friend-
ly perspective to this complicated area of HIV treatment. The Center for AIDS event will
be of special interest to those with HIV/AIDS, their providers and individuals with an
interest in HIV treatment information.

The Center for AIDS

1407 Hawthorne (at Yupon)

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free, but RSVP required

Info: The Center for AIDS

713-527-8219

www.centerforaids.org

Thursday, June 26
7:30 p.m.

Texas Triangle’s ‘Profiles in
Pride’ Film Screening

Hope Along the Wind: The Life of
Harry Hay

This much-anticipated documen-
tary takes us through the fascinating
and extraordinary life of Harry Hay;
labor organizer, Marxist teacher, and
founding member of the Mattachine
Society—one of the first gay rights
organizations in the country. Harry has
been at center stage of gay pride for
more than half a century. His story
provides a chronicle of the gay rights
movement, as well as a history of
California in the 20th Century.

Theatre New West

1415 California

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free

Info: The Pride Committee of

Houston

lexas Triangle ‘Profiles in Pride” pres-
ents Hope Along the Wind: The Life of
Harry Hay

Join the BEST Cruise Event for 2003!!!

-“ ; P FERIEE AT LT A e na e s Pl ool o rushs.

PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071
Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929
info@pridehouston.org
www.pridehouston.org

8:30 pm

Could Angels Be Blessed

A look at love, life and expectations. Set in the summer of 1945, the mother, aunt,
and cousin of a dead gay soldier are visited by a young soldier who knew him. The friend
brings with him startling revelations that challenge the family's understanding of love
and courage. Lobby opens at 7:30 pm with light refreshments.

Theatre Suburbia

1410 West 43rd

Houston, TX 77020

Info: Gulf Coast Archive and Museum

1609 West Main #4

Houston, TX 77006

713-227-5973, ext. |

info@gcam.org

WWW.gcam.org

Friday, June 27

11 am-5 pm
National HIV Testing Day
Providing free rapid HIV antibody test. Will provide results in less than 30 minutes.
215 Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006
Cost: Free
Info: Montrose Clinic
713-830-3000
admin@montroseclinic.org
www.montroseclinic.org

8 pm
Pride Cabaret: Before the Parade Passes By... Again!
VIP Reception to follow performance. Continued on pg. 30
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Alley Theatre

615 Texas Avenue
Houston, TX 77002
Cost: $50

Info: The Pride Committee of Houston
PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071
Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929

info @ pridehouston.org
www.pridehouston.org

9 pm-2 am

BAILE 2003

A black-tie attire soiree and Hispanic cele-
bration during Pride Week, A dance with
Musica Latina (Tejano, Cumbia, Salsa and Top
40). A fundraiser benefiting the gay and lesbian
community. Silent auction from 9 pm-12 am,
Hors d’oeuvres reception at 9:30 pm.

Radisson Astrodome

Sam Houston Ballroom

8686 Kirby Dr.

Houston, Texas 77054

713-642-9797

Cost: $30 pre-sale, $35 at the door

9 pm-2 am

Grey Party, Inc. presents STEEL
PRIDE

A night of pride, music, and entertainment
to announce and celebrate STEEL WEEKEND,
Grey Party, Inc.’s new annual October GLBT

fundraiser that will feature four parties benefiting community charities, in true Grey

Pride Cabaret returns with Before the Parade Passes By... Again

P.O. Box 130773

Party tradition. Produced by The Grey Party, Inc. - Event Underwriter: Meteor Urban Houston, TX 77219-0773
Video Lounge. Benefiting STEEL WEEKEND 2003 GLBT Charities. 832-567-3916
Meteor www.steelparty.com
2306 Genessee
Houston, Texas 77006 9:30 pm-12:30 am

Cost: Donations accepted at door.
Info: The Grey Party, Inc.

Out of the Bars and Into the Streets with Q-Patrol

Continued on pg. 35 .
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Join Q-Patrol on a special patrol through the Montrose Area the night before the parade.
Answer the call made in New York City 35 years ago and help keep each other safe during
this special weekend. Call or e-mail if you plan to attend.

Meet at GLBT Community Center

3400 Montrose #207

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free

Info: Q-Patrol

PO Box 66362

Houston, TX 77266

PH: 713-528-SAFE (7233)

gt_callouts@hotmail.com

9 pm-3 am

Official Pre-Parade Party

“Silver” will be the theme for this
evening with special guest performer, Lady
Bunny. Lady Bunny is best known for her
creation of WigStock in New York. This is
Lady Bunny's second year to entertain our
guests for the Pre-Parade party. She has a
whole new show and is sure to raise a few
brows and make us all laugh. Showtime is at
12:30 and 1:30 on the main stage.

Rich’s

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

www.richs-houston.com

Ph. 713-759-9606

Saturday, June 28 The Lady Bunny

A.Net
for all the events

Dallas/Ft Worth's Gum
To GI.BT Buaine_sm

6-8 pm

Pre-Parade Concert Featuring Amber

Bud Stage, along Pride Parade route on Westheimer (See June 27’s Texas Triangle for
details.)

Info: The Pride Committee of Houston

PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929

info@pridehouston.org
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unny's second year to entertain our |

sts for the Pre-Parade party. She has a
1ole new show and is sure to raise a few
sws and make us all laugh. Showtime is at
.30 and 1:30 on the main stage.

Rich’s

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

www.richs-houston.com

Ph. 713-759-9606

Saturday, June 28 The Lady Bunny
6-8 pm '

Pre-Parade Concert Featuring Amber

Bud Stage, along Pride Parade route on Westheimer (See June 27’s Texas Triangle for
details.)

Info: The Pride Committee of Houston

PO Box 66071

Houston, TX 77266-6071

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929

info@pridehouston.org

www.pridehouston.org

8:45 pm

America’s Original Nighttime Pride Parade

For Houston’s 25th anniversary ‘Silver Celebratiodn’, the nighttime Pride Parade will
be grander than ever before. Don’t miss the special synchronized light show and pyrotech-
nics display at the Grand Stand, located at Yoakum Street across from the legendary bar,
Mary’s. There will be notable appearances by dance diva Amber, Queer as Folk cast mem-
ber Robert Gant, the popular Dallas drag drill team “The Strangerettes”, and a section of a
special 25th anniversary Rainbow Flag created by Gilbert Baker (the rainbow flag’s “Betsy
Ross™). Hundreds of community organizations, performers, elected officials and businesses
will create special entries in honor of the 25th anniversary like you have never seen before.
Bleacher seating with a prime view is available for a $25 donation to the Pride Committee
of Houston. Emcees Maria Todd and Ernie Manouse return to the Grand Stand to provide
commentary on the parade entries. A special surprise even bigger and better than the leg-
endary disco ball will cap off the popular Montrose and Westheimer intersection this year.
You won’t want to miss it!

Lower Westheimer, From Woodhead to Whitney iy . e : - _Ji .
Cost: Free : M los 8 “
- by Miles Swain
Info: The Pride Committee of Houston it A LES i T
PO Box 66071 O,  FILM FESTIVAL - : e LA
: : tlareleasing.com e

Houston, TX 77266-6071

Ph. 713-529-6979

Fax 713-529-6929

info@pridehouston.org

www.pridehouston.org Continued on pg. 36

LANDMARK'S EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT

GREENWAY STARTS TODAY!

5 Greenway Plaza » (713) 626-0402 For showtimes visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com
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9 pm-3 am

Official Post Parade Pride Party

25" is the theme for tonight with very special recording artist Amber. She graces the Bud
Stage at the Parade with a couple of her hit songs to kick off the parade, then she will follow
up her performance at Rich’s with her entire show. ShoWwtime is 1 am on the main stage.

Rich’s

2401 San Jacinto

Houston, TX 77002

www.richs-houston.com

Ph. 713-759-9606

9:30 pm-12:30 am

Out of the Bars and Into the Streets with Q-Patrol

Join Q-Patrol on a special patrol through the Montrose Area the night before the parade.
Answer the call made in New York City 35 years ago and help keep each other safe during
this special weekend. Call or e-mail if you plan to attend.

Meet at GLBT Community Center

3400 Montrose #207

Houston, TX 77006

Cost: Free

Info: Q-Patrol

PO Box 6636

Houston, TX 77266 ,

PH: 713-528-SAFE (7233) 1

qt_callouts@hotmail.com

unhinged@u-p.org

WWW.U-P.OTg

9 pm-3 am

Spoiled Boyz Present The Silverlining

DJ Dawna Montel (from LA), Laser Light Show Extravaganza by Laser Technetics, glis-
tening lights and special effects by Daniel Fields, with Door Diva Brandy Lynn. A portion of
proceeds benefit Pride Committee of Houston.

The Gatsby

2540 University Blvd.

Houston, TX 77005

Cost: $20 in advance.

Tickets available June 14 at

M2M Fashion.

Info: www.spoiledparties.com

9:30 pm-12:30 am

Pride Parade Awards Ceremony

o ]
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Info: Q-Patrol
PO Box 6636
Houston, TX 77266
PH: 713-528-SAFE (7233)
gt_callouts @hotmail.com
unhinged@u-p.org
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9 pm-3 am

Spoiled Boyz Present The Silverlining

DJ Dawna Montel (from LA), Laser Light Show Extravaganza by Laser Technetics, glis-
1S tening lights and special effects by Daniel Fields, with Door Diva Brandy Lynn. A portion of
proceeds benefit Pride Committee of Houston,

The Gatsby

2540 University Blvd,

Houston, TX 77005

Cost: $20 in advance.

Tickets available June 14 at

M2M Fashion.

Info: www.spoiledparties.com

9:30 pm-12:30 am
Pride Parade Awards Ceremony
Parade emcee Emie Manouse and Queer as Folk cast member Robert Gant will help
present the trophies honoring the best of the best of Houston's Pride Parade entries.
O Houston
710 Pacific
Houston, TX 77006
Info: The Pride Committee
of Houston
e PO Box 66071
Houston, TX 77266-6071
Ph. 713-529-6979

D50 (W M ™~ M

- Fax 713-529-6929
info@pridehouston.org
; www.pridehouston.org

PLUS! Eit
countries i
filmmakers
Blue Saloo
Notorious

Rape of G

Queer as Folk—THE BABYLON TOUR

...which runs in May, June, and July of
2003, will recreate Babylon, the vibrant night-
club featured in the television series Queer as
Folk, in top clubs across the nation. Music pro-
vided by DJ Tracy Young with a special appear-
ance by Queer as Folk cast member Robert Gant.

South Beach Night Club

810 Pacific

Houston, TX 77006

Robert Gant




The Lady Chablis Helps Kick Off Pride Silver Celebration

By Jone Deviin

HOUSTON—On Friday, June 6, the Pride Committee

of Houston will host its official kickoff party at the JP

Morgan Chase Building in downtown Houston. The party

goeu. from 7 ‘til 10 p.m. and includes a very %peu&l guest of
honor; The Lady Chablis.

The Lady Chablis was a well-known"pei‘fdmer in the
Atlanta and South Carolina area when she gained national
attention in John Berendt’s Midnight in the Garden of Good
and Evil. Eventually she wrote her own book, Hiding My

Candy—The Autobiography of the Grand Empress of

Savannah. Still later she appeared in the film version of
Berendt's book, playing herself.

Though she has been in Houston before (to visit friends
and as part of ‘t'he book tour for Hiding my Candy), Friday is
the first time “I'm in Houston for an event,” she said.

As for how her life has been since Midnight, she
laughed, “Oh, since Midnight I got to do a little TV, I got to
model. I was part of the Midnight jazz tour, and I did that for
three years. I just finished a week’s engagement in
Charleston. I was working in a cabaret that only seated one
hundred people and all my shows were sold out,”

The Lady Chablis said that the people who came to see
her shows were eighty percent heterosexual, “which is the
way it usually is. T'm looking forward to coming out to Pride
and hanging with family, because | usually work with
straight venues.”

She noted that even when she works in C’dy bars, the
majority of her audience is generally straight.

But “hanging with family” isn’t the only reason The
Lady Chablis is excited to be coming to Houston.

“T was quite thrilled when [PCOH] called and asked me
to come. Whenever | think of Texas, I think of all the female
impersonators that were Atlantans that moved to Texas and
‘made Texas their home. They were my mentors, and I had
never had a chance to come.... I know so many people [in
Texas] and now I get to come there.”

When asked if she ever expected to be famous, she
-[a‘-lghed “My future plans were, by the time I reached fifty,

Camp Camping

rest of my life in prison so I'd have

just sat back and took it as some-

to be married to some man with a lot of money and retire.”
The Lady confessed to another plan, if the Sugar Daddy

rbitte didn’t work: “If that it didn’t work, [I’d] commit some

kind of felony so I could spend the

because that is what I did, but during the day I was just

‘Brenda.’ I just wanted to blend in with the rest of the girls.

And until Midnight came along I was doing just fine. Then

Midnight came out and told the

three meals a day, and a roof over
my head and all I'd have to do is sit
around and look cute so the men
would take care of me.”

“l take it as it comes, and I
don’t try to make it any bigger than
it is,” she continued. “T"m satisfied
with what 1 have. I never went
looking to be in a book, write a
book, be in a movie or travel like I
do. So when it happened to me, I

thing that was supposed to be and
that it was given to me out of all the
millions of us. I'm still the same old
country girl from Florida who now
lives in the middle of the confeder-'
ate flag in South Carolina. When it
comes to the fame and the fortune,
it wasn’t in the plans.”

She added that, if given the
choice, she honestly doesn’t know
if she’d do it again. Being famous
has cost her a lot of privacy and
there are times when she misses
that, she says. As for the fortune—

“There is no fortune,” she says.

“I'm a black gay female imperson-
ator from the South. I am secure. |
am OK.”

She is also not comfortable
with the title of activist. “I've always been me. From 15 on,
I have lived as a girl. | was a female impersonator at night

Lady Chablis

world I was a black drag queen and
I had to face these things that I had-
n't faced before. The gay issue part
had never been a main_issuc;"

The Lady Chablis is very
sympathetic to young people, and
hopes she will be an inspiration o
them. “There are young people
out there that have no idea that it's
OK to do what you feel,” she says.

But she has strong words for
those in the community who
would encourage assimilation, *As
far as the middle-aged gay man or
woman that are entrepreneurs now.
I remember when you couldn 't tell
your boss you were gay.
Remember, the people who went
before you, such as myself—a
female impersonator who worked
[openly gay] at McDonald’s.
Before we try to go teach the world
how to accept us, let’s accept each
other first. [Too many] gay people
have always been critical, and have
always seen drag queens at the bot-
tom of the totem pole. But we’re
the first ones they call when they
need someone (o be in the spotlight
and talk.”

When asked what Houston
can expect from her visit here this

weekend she ldubhed “It’s just like in the book—when mid-

122

night comes, there’s no telling which way I'll fall!

PWAs Eniov Bi-Annual Camnino Fvent
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hundred people and al! my shows were seld out.”

The Lady Chablis said that the people who came to see
her shows were elghr_y percent heterosexual, “which is the
way it usually is. I'm looking forward to coming out to Pride

and hanging w1th family. because [ usually work with

straight venues.”

She noted thdt even when she works in t*a) bars, the
majority of her audience is generally straight.

But “hanging with family” isn’t the only reason The
Lady Chablis is excited to be coming to Houston.

“I was quite thrilled when [PCOH] called and asked me
to come. Whenever I think of Texas, I think of all the female
impersonators that were Atlantans that moved to Texas and
made Texas their home. They were my mentors, and 1 had
never had a chance to come.... I know so many people [in
Texas] and now I get to come there.”

When asked if she ever expected to be famous, she
laughed. “My future plans were, by the tme I reached fifty.

Camp Camping

lives in the mlddle (
_ate flag in South (

comes to the fame and the fortune,
it wasn’t in the plans.”

She added that, if given the
choice, she honestly doesn’t know
if she’d do it again. Being famous
has cost her a lot of privacy and
there are times when she misses
that, she says. As for the fortune—
“There is no fortune,” she says.
“T'm a black gay female imperson-
ator from the South. I am secure. |
am OK.”

She is also not comfortable
with the title of activist. “I've always been me. From 15 on,
I have lived as a girl. 1 was a female impersonator at night

Lady Chablis

other first. [Too many] gay peﬂple
have always been critical, a e
always seen drag queens at the boi— ;
tom of the totem pole. But we're
the first ones they call when they
need someone (o be in the ontleght .
and talk.” .
When asked what Houston'
can expect from her visit here this
weekend, she laughed. “It’s just like in the book—mwhen mld4': .
night comes, there’s no telling which way I'll falll”

PWAs Enjoy Bi-Annual Camping Event

By Jone Devlin

HOUSTON—In October of 1993, the legendary
Houston activist/impersonator Marvin Davis, ak.a., Lady
Victoria Lust, attended a camping event called Rosebud at
the Texas Conference of Clubs (T.C.C.) landsite. Davis fell in

love with the area and began making plans so that others who .

were less fortunate would be able to get out into the wilder-
ness and have some peaceful time away ft’E}m their daily lives
and struggles.

Dayis, a tireless organizer, approaciwd several people
with the idea and the Lady Victoria Lu;st People With AIDS
(LVL PWA) Campouts were soon on their way to becoming
a reality. The first campout was held in September of 1995
and since then PWA Holiday Charities has sponsored sever-
al campouts a year.

After Davis passed away a few years later from
HIV/AIDS complications himself, John Szewczyk became
the organizer of the events. It was and is, a labor of love, he
says. “Marvin was very close to me: this was a project he
kind of got me into and it’s fun! It’s really a great project. I've
been helping out with it from the very beginning and just
been trying to continue it.”
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The last campout was held over Memorial Day week-

end. Attendance was approximated at 78 people, and, says
Szewczyk, "It was good. It’s kind of overwhelming in a way;

-there are people who don’t have the chance to get out. We

had a group in from San Antonio and one of the guys from
that group years back lived in Houston, and some of the peo-
ple from Houston saw him. Some old friendships were
renewed.”

The purpose of the campouts is to provide adults who

are living with HIV/AIDS an opportunity to spend a week-
end with their peers and support group in a nice quiet wood-
ed setting. It is the only state wide event of its type in Texas

for adults living with HIV/AIDS, and is a predominately all

adult gay male event that welcomes olharb who are gay
friendly. -

But, Szewezyk warns, this is truly a roughing-it-in-the-
woods campout. “It’s not a resort or a dude ranch. [The near-
est town] is about seven miles away, and the first mile is
down a dirt road.”

For those healthy and brave enough to venture out how-
ever, one of the highlights of the weekend is the Saturday

_rooms to make them accessible 0 moto

the major cities in Texas, mcludmg " DBHE}S
~ Antonio. Those who are interested in participating in a cam-

night drag show. “On Saturday night people volunteer and
they put on a camp drag show. It's not a professional thing,

iU's the guys waith the beards throwing on the c[res.a and doing

their thing.”

While at the T.C.C., food, snacks and beverages are pro-
vided. If an attendee needs assistance with transpom’lUDn
volunteers will work 10 “hook them up” with a ride. There
are also volunteer medical personnel on hand to help in case
of emergency. This past year, ramps we ed 1o the rest-
| wheelchairs, a
policy that Szewczyk w:shes to carry over into future events.

Volunteers for the event are loca_ted tfrzgﬁghout most of
ustin and San

pout (the next one is Septcmber 26-28) orin donatmg time or
funds to the PWA Holiday Charities can go to www.texas-
conferenceofclubs. Cﬁm or contact Szewczyk dlfﬁCin at 713-
5209-6615.

“It’s a good time fOT everyone, S?f:wczyk concluded.
“It’s peaceful—no traffic, no sirens, no people yelling in the
street. It's very re]axmg
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dzmon to the board.” - = -
Gegeny said he wasn't expecting to be named
Executive Director, even though he’d been acting as
Interim Director for the last six months,
“The only thing | expected is that [the Board]
would have looked at everything that was available to
them and would have made the best decision,” he said.

“Though I knew it was a possibility [that I would be
appointed] and I did throw my hat into the ring, I never
thought this definitely would or would not happen; I

just trusted that the board would do the right thing.”

Since its inception, the Center For AIDS: Hope

and Remembrance Project has worked to provide the
latest treatment and research information to persons
with HIV/AIDS and their caregivers with the goal of
improving the healthcare of patients and the quality of
their lives.

Through programs such as direct advocacy, edu-
cation and outreach, publications, and a storefront

information center, The Center for AIDS involves
researchers, clinicians, and patients in the search fora

cure for HIV/AIDS.
Gegeny is very in tune with the Center for AIDS
mission, and has no desire to change things. saying

domg work in publications.

“The fun thing was that [ didn’t get o ]et 2
of too many of my old responsibilities when I};'
moved [into the Interim Director position],” h
said. “But at this point we re going to be bringing
in more support to help in the publications area.
I'll still be helping with program planning and publi-

cations so I'll have a second title which is Senior
' Edltofi o
- The abxluy to wear many hat‘;, aazd Gegeny; :‘;L-

_necessary because his is a small orgamzdtmn aﬂ_ .
' __well—qual:fied committed, and know]edge__

~date from within
O’Donnell, chair of The Center’s Board of Directors,
noted in a press release. “During his interim drrecrx)rv-
- ship, Mr. Gegeny has exhibited the experience, cre-
ativity, and drive to lead The Center for AIDS and help
~ the organization successfully fulfill its mission. The
' Board looks forward to working with him.” -

never really had a large budget.

- “We’ve stayed within our mission and our goal

‘has always been to get somebody in here who is not

only going to be a good director but is actually going

to be getting their hands dirty in the work,” he
explained.

Before joining The Center for AIDS, Gegeny was
employed as the Publications Specialist for the
Houston Academy of Medicine-Texas Medical Center .
Library. He earned a master’s of science degree in

~ Biomedical Sciences from The University of Texas

Health Science Center at Houston in 1997, and he is a
certified Editor in the Life Sciences (ELS). He is the

Immediate Past President of the Southw, .

 for AMWA nationally.

the American Medical Writers Associ
and Administrator of the Department (&)

the . organization.,” Margare;:

The Center for AIDS: Hope and Rcmcmhrance% ;

Project is a nonprofit, community-based organization.
The Center for AIDS is the only organization of its
kind in the southwestern United States and one of only

a handful of such organizations across the country.

Grand Marshal Documentary to be Televised

By Jone Devlin

HOUSTON—The Pride Committee of Houston’s
(PCOH) documentary, Silver Celebration: Twenty-
Five Years with the Grand Marshals of the Gay
Lesbian Bisexual and Transgender Pride Parade will
be aired in Houston on Houston’s Cable Access
Channel, (Channel 17 in Houston, Channel 98 in
Kingwood) throughout the week leading up to
Houston’s Pride Parade.

Troy Christensen, producer of the documentary,
told The Triangle in an earlier interview that he had the
idea for the film when he realized that there would be
no way for all of the Grand Marshals to speak at
PCOH’s Grand Marshall reception. A video was sug-
gested and ' really saw a lot of potential in it...it just
set off all sorts of ideas in my head.”

So, after rounding up a cameraman, Christensen
set about finding all of the Grand Marshals and con-
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ducting interviews. This task turned out to be more

complex then expected. Christensen, in fact, spent a lot
of time doing research into Houston’s Gay History, so
that he could ask the Grand Marshals informed ques-

tions for the documentary. Appreciating his efforts, as

well as the opportunity to share some GLBT history,

the majority of the surviving Grand Marshals agreed to

meet with Christensen. The results far exceeded éxpec-_

tations. “The Grand Marshals I talked to were very
tacts with Houston's Cable Access. They viewed the

thankful for this project and for everythmg the com-
mittee is doing this year.’
empowering and uplifting to be part of this.”

After several weeks of work, Christensen ended

up with about eight hours of footage, which he ~pared'

down to 60 minutes “because that’s all my computer
program could manage” he laughed.
Once the DVD was developed, the plan was for it

" Christensen said. “It’s very

June 21,

to be played at PCOH’s Kickoff party on Iune 6 and

~ maybe do a screening of it “after the Parade ” But once
- PCOH saw the finished result, they were 50 impressed

with what they had that they mass-produced copies

and offered them for sale. They also gave a compli-

mentary “thank you” Copy to each nf‘ the Grand
Marshals

One of these, Ray H 11.1' was S0 1mpre%cd with
what he saw that he decided to talk to some of his con-

DVD, agreed with Hill’s assessment of the content,
and have scheduled Silver Celebration to air Saturday,
10 a.m.; Wednesday, June 25, 6 p.m.; and
Saturday, June 28, 12:30 p.m. .

Meanwhile, those that want to own a piece of his-
tory as well as contribute to PCOH can still buy the
DVD online at www.pridehouston.org.
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VICTORY
1e Court Strikes Down
Texas Sodomy Law

"The most significant ruling ever for lesbian and gay Americans' civil rights," one which "closed the door on an
era of intolerance and ushered in a new era of respect and equal treatment for gay Americans," - Lambda Legal

By Ann Rostow

As The Texas Triangle goes to press on
Thursday morning, the U.S. Supreme Court
has struck the Texas "Homosexual
Conduct” law as unconstitutional. The 6-3
opinion, written by Justice Anthony
Kennedy, was released literally minutes
before the Triangle's delayed print run, but
although we knew we could not provide
you with a detailed analysis of the decision,
we stopped the presses in order to report
that our community has won one of the
most important legal victories in the history
of the gay rights movement.

Here's what we do know at this time.

The opinion was based on the right to
privacy, which is a bit of a surprise to some
of us. But although Justices Stevens,
Breyer, Ginsburg and Souter joined
Kennedy's opinion, Justice O'Connor wrote
a separate concurring opinion based on the
right to equal protection.

The case of Lawrence and Garner v.
Texas was argued on two Constitutional
fronts. First, the right to privacy, which
should restrain the government from barg-
ing through closed bedroom doors to prose-
cute the noncommercial sexual activities of

consenting adults. Second. the right to
equal protection. which should prevent a
state like Texas from enacting one law for
heterosexuals, and another for gay couples.

By striking the Texas law based on the
right to privacy, the Court has explicitly
overturned the 1986 Bowers v. Hardwick
opinion that upheld Georgia's sodomy
statute. The Hardwick opinion, wrote
Kennedy, was wrongly decided in 1986 and
is wrong today. Interestingly, Justice
O'Connor sided with the majority in
Bowers just 17 years ago, and was perhaps
hesitant to change her opinion in this case.
By drafting a separate equal protection
opinion, she escapes the charge of inconsis-
tency.

The Hardwick opinion has been an
obstacle in the path of gay rights attorneys
for nearly two decades. Although it has
been sidestepped by thoughtful courts in
recent years, its demise is an occasion for
pure joy.

Additionally, by choosing privacy as
the rationale for its decision, the Court has
now struck sodomy laws in all 13 states.
Other sex laws, including laws against "for-
nication" and use of sex toys, may also fall
victim to the Lawrence decision.

Without reading the opinion, we can
nonetheless assume that the majority has
rejected the idea---supported in Bowers---
that a simple appeal to "morality” can justi-
fy an intrusive statute. Further, the Court
has presumably articulated the seemingly
obvious premise that (non-criminal) sexual
intimacy is a deeply personal matter, and
the choices made in the bedroom are pro-
tected from state interference. The state,
wrote Kennedy "is not omnipresent in the
home," and it cannot "demean [homosexual
persons'] existence or control their destiny
by making their private acts a crime."

From his hotel room in New York,
where he is about to discuss the decision on
Fox News, University of Minnesota law
professor, (and Texas Triangle columnist),
Dale Carpenter is following the news of the
decision on CNN.

"The decision," I-messages Carpenter,
"may portend a dramatic revival of the
Court's willingness to use 'substantive due
process' to find new constitutional rights, or
at least to give new applications to old
rights."

(The Due Process Clause of the 14th
Amendment prevents the government from
depriving its citizens of liberty without the

due process of law. It is this clause that
underlies the idea of a "right to privacy,”
and has led the Court to protect the right to
an abortion, the right to use contraception,
and other fundamental decisions.)

"It's gratifying," Carpenter continued,
"that the vote was lopsided, 6-3, and should
give gay-rights advocates some comfort as
we head into a possible change in the
Court's lineup. On the other hand, an equal
protection ruling might have had a greater
generative effect for gay rights causes in
other areas, like the military, immigration,
child custody and adoption. and ultimately
marriage."

Indeed, a ruling on Equal Protection
would have possibly had an even greater
impact on future gay rights cases, by tran-
scending the question of sex, and offering
protection to gay men and lesbians in every
instance of discrimination.

In a press release that arrives a minute
before we go to press, Lambda called the
decision "the most significant ruling ever
for leshian and gay Americans' civil rights,"
one which "closed the door on an era of
intolerance and ushered in a new era of
respect and equal treatment for gay
Americans."
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Kennedy, was released hterally minutes
before the Triangle's delayed print run, but
although we knew we could not provide
you with a detailed analysis of the decision,
we stopped the presses in order to report
‘that our community has won one of the
most important legal victories in the history

of the gay rights movement.

Anthony

Here's what we do know at this time.

The opinion was based on the right to
privacy, which is a bit of a surprise to some
of us. But although Justices Stevens,
Breyer, Ginsburg and Souter joined
Kennedy's opinion, Justice O'Connor wrote
a separate concurring opinion based on the
right to equal protection.

The case of Lawrence and Garner v.
Texas was argued on two Constitutional
fronts. First, the right to privacy, which
should restrain the government from barg-
ing through closed bedroom doors to prose-
cute the noncommercial sexual activities of

Celebrations Held Throughout the

With the ruling by the Supreme Court
on Thursday striking down the Texas
Sodomy Law, people gathered around the
country to celebrate one of the most historic
events in the modern GLBT movement.

In Texas, rallies were held in Austin at
Republic Square Park, in Dallas at the John
Thomas Gay and Lesbian Community
Center, in Galveston in front of the county
courthouse and in Houston on the steps of
City Hall. Each of the rallies were held
Thursday evening and included speakers in
a party-like atmosphere.

Pro-gay activists around the country
also organized celebrations. Starting in
Chicago, Washington and Los Angeles, for-
mer StopDrLaura national organizers
Robin Tyler and Andy Thayer worked to
spread the movement to some 36 cities.

In addition to the Texas rallies, other

3 + The Texas Triangle * June 27, 2003

By Striking the " Texas raw bas
right to privacy, the Courl has expllCJtly
overturned the 1986 Bowers v. Hardwick
opinion that upheld Georgia's sodomy
statute. The Hardwick opinion, wrote
Kennedy, was wrongly decided in 1986 and
is wrong today. Interestingly, Justice
O'Connor sided with the majority in
Bowers just 17 years ago, and was perhaps
hesitant to change her opinion in this case.
By drafting a separate equal protection
opinion, she escapes the charge of inconsis-
tency.

The Hardwick opinion has been an
obstacle in the path of gay rights attorneys
for nearly two decades. Although it has
been sidestepped by thoughtful courts in
recent years, its demise is an occasion for
pure joy.

Additionally, by choosing privacy as
the rationale for its decision, the Court has
now struck sodomy laws in all 13 states.
Other sex laws, including laws against "for-
nication" and use of sex toys, may also fall
victim to the Lawrence decision.

cities organizing events around the Court
decision included Atlanta, Boston,
Charleston-SC,  Chicago, Cleveland,
Columbia-MO, Columbia-SC, Detroit,
Fairbanks, Ft. Lauderdale, Greenville-SC,
Kansas City-MO, Lawrence-KS, Los
Angeles/West Hollywood-CA, Madison-
WI, Miami, Milwaukee, Myrtle Beach-SC,
New Orleans, New York, Oklahoma City,
Palm Springs-CA, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh,
Richmond-VA, St. Louis-MO, Salt Lake
City, San Francisco, Seattle, Springfield-
MO, Tucson, and Washington, DC.

At issue was Texas's "Homosexual
Conduct Law" which, like sodomy laws in
12 other states. was used to deny full citi-
zenship rights to GLBT people.

Activists who organized the rallies said
the events are critical to making sure the
positive decisions of the Court are actually
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has presumably articulated the seemingly
obvious premise that (non-criminal) sexual
intimacy is a deeply personal matter, and
the choices made in the bedroom are pro-
tected from state interference. The state,
wrote Kennedy "is not omnipresent in the
home," and it cannot "demean [homosexual
persons'] existence or control their destiny
by making their private acts a erime."

From his hotel room in New York,
where he is about to discuss the decision on
Fox News, University of Minnesota law
professor, (and Texas Triangle columnist),
Dale Carpenter is following the news of the
decision on CNN,

"The decision," I-messages Carpenter,
"may portend a dramatic revival of the
Court's willingness to use 'substantive due
process' to find new constitutional rights, or
at least to give new applications to old
rights."

(The Due Process Clause of the 14th
Amendment prevents the government from
depriving its citizens of liberty without the

implemented.

"We will take this pro-gay decision as
the foot in the door with which we'll fight
for our full equal rights - equal marriage
rights as they have in Canada, equal
employment rights in every state, equal
access to health care, housing - total equal-
ity under the law," said Tyler. "We will take
this victory and remain active in the streets
to make sure the Court's ruling doesn't
remain just a piece of paper.”

Activists point to the lessons of the
1954 Brown v. Board of Education of
Topeka, Kansas as a cautionary ftale on
what comes next.

"In '54 we had a brilliant decision, but
it remained a dead letter because the racists
in all levels of government stymied it," said
Thayer. "It was not the Court's decision
which ultimately forced the desegregation

"It's gratifying," Carpenter continued,
"that the vote was lopsided, 6-3. and should
give gay-rights advocates some comfort as
we head into a possible change in the
Court's lineup. On the other hand, an equal
protection ruling might have had a greater
generative effect for gay rights causes in
other areas, like the military, immigration,
child custody and adoption, and ultimately
marriage.”

Indeed, a ruling on Equal Protection
would have possibly had an even greater
impact on future gay rights cases, by tran-
scending the question of sex, and offering
protection to gay men and lesbians in every
instance of discrimination.

In a press release that arrives a minute
before we go to press, Lambda called the
decision "the most significant ruling ever
for lesbian and gay Americans' civil rights,"
one which "closed the door on an era of
intolerance and ushered in a new era of
respect and equal treatment for gay
Americans."

Country

of the nation's schools, it was the coura-
geous activists in the Civil Rights
Movement who began foreing the imple-
mentation of that decision in the early
1960s as their movement gained strength.
We will not remain complacent in the face
of today's victory. If anything, our work
has just begun.”

Besides being one of the most impor-
tant cases in the history of civil rights for
lesbian and gay Americans, activists are
gratified that Thursday's decision goes
beyond protecting the rights of Gays,
Lesbians, Bisexuals and Transgendered
people. "By striking down the Texas law
on privacy grounds, the court has also pro-
vided an important buttress to pro-choice
rights, which are increasingly under threat
by the fundamentalist right," said Tyler.
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25 Years of Leadership:
Houston Pride Parade Grand Marshals

2002 Rusty Mueller and Mela Confreras
2001 Dalia Stokes and Mitchell Katine
2000 Richard Wiederholt* and Tori Williams
1999 Nancy Ford and Sean Carfer

Bob Bouton and Jackie Doval
Deborah Bell and Jimmy Carper

Bill Hovard and Jeanette Vaughan
Suzanne Anderson and Don Gill

Jay Allen and Cicely Wynne

Carolyn Mobley and Brian Bradley™
Brian Keever and Sherri Cohen Darbonne
Lindo Morales and Juck Jackson and
Gene Harrington

Walter Carter* ond Annise Parker
Beftie Naylor and Charles Armstrong
Bruce Cook™ and Eleanor Munger*
Persons Living With AIDS

Tony Bicocchi* and Dee Lamb*
Freda Jerrell and Terry Clark™

Rick Grossman and Pokey Anderson
Marion Panzer* and Walter Stricklr*
Andy Mills and Marion Coleman

Rita Wanstrom ond Ray Hill

Jim Farmer* and Ruth Ravas

Thelma Hansel*

*deceased

By Jone Devlin

Houston Grand Marshals Reflect on 25

Katine said he had many fc

he first Houston Pride Parade was a tiny

affair. It went on for no more than a block,

and the loosely based organization that

would eventually become the Pride Committee of

Houston (PCOH), had to jump any number of bureau-

cratic hoops to get the City of Houston to grant them a
permit for the event.

Larry Bagneris, one of the original representatives

for the then-fledgling group, was asked, when he

turned in the permit apphcauon, why a “mce little
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the slings and arrows of a city bureaucracy that didn’t
want anything to do with gays or gay pride, and took
on the role of Parade Organizer.

Eventually Bagneris got his permit, and the
Houston Pride Parade was born. “Since Larry hails
from wonderful New Orleans his concept of what a
parade should look like made it resemble a Mardi Gras
Parade,” Ray Hill said. “The theme was ‘In
Celebration of Human Rights’ and Thelma ‘Disco

Grandma’ Hansel [now deceased] was our Grand
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went wild!”

That was also the year that Hill, who would
become known for the eye (and camera) catching ways
in which he participated in the parade, threw a rope
over his shoulder and dragged a bus down the parade
route. The banners on the bus announced the first
March on Washington for “Gay and Lesbian” rights.

That first parade was also short, remembers Jim
Carper (who served as Grand Marshal in 1997) and

probably lasted no more than an hour.

ries of his stint as Grand Marsh
proud to be “an out lawyer show
sionals that you can be who you
successful and still volunteer ant
to your community. My only regi
[my partner and I] had not adopt
dren yet, I would have liked then
us in the [Grand Marshal] car”

Katine also said that no matt
'ﬁnal decision of the Supmme (




Y987 Persons Living With AIDS
1986 Tony Bicocchi* and Dee Lamb*
1985 Freda Jerrell and Terry Clark™
1984 Rick Grossman and Pokey Anderson
1983 Marion Panzer* and Walter Stricklar
1982 Andy Mills and Marion Coleman
1981 Rita Wanstrom and Ray Hill
1980 Jim Farmer* and Ruth Ravas
1979 Thelma Hansel*

*decensed

*

By Jone Deviin

Houston Grand

Marshals Reflect on 25

he first Houston Pride Parade was a tiny

affair. It went on for no more than a block,

and the loosely based organization that
would eventually become the Pride Committee of
Houston (PCOH), had to jump any number of bureau-
cratic hoops to get the City of Houston to grant them a
permit for the event.

Larry Bagneris, one of the original representatives
for the then-fledgling group, was asked, when he
turned in the permit application, why a ‘“nice little
Mexican” like him was “hanging around with queers.”

1979 was the year when Bagneris chose to suffer

the slings and arrows of a city bureaucracy that didn’t
want anything to do with gays or say pride, and took
on the role of Parade Organizer.

Eventually Bagneris got his permit, and the
Houston Pride Parade was born. “Since Larry hails
from wonderful New Orleans his concept of what a
parade should look like made it resemble a Mardi Gras
Parade,” Ray Hill said. “The theme was ‘In
Celebration of Human Rights’ and Thelma ‘Disco
Grandma' Hansel [now deceased] was our Grand
Marshal. We carried Thelma into the streets, dressed
her in white, put a crown on her head and the crowd

went wild!”

That was also the year that Hill, who would |
become known for the eye (and camera) catching ways
in which he participated in the parade, threw a rope
over his shoulder and dragged a bus down the parade
route. The banners on the bus announced the first
March on Washington for “Gay and Lesbian’ rights,

That first parade was also short, remembers Jim
Carper (who served as Grand Marshal in 1997) and
probably lasted no more than an hour.

Quite a far cry from the 2001 parade, which had so
many entries, it literally lasted until the next day!

Fast forward twenty plus years to
1997, when openly gay City Council mem-
ber Annise Parker had no trouble at all con-
vincing the Houston City Council to give
PCOH a permit for the then-newly organ-
ized night parade. Said Parker, who had
served as one of the Grand Marshals of the
1990 Pride Parade, “When the Pride
Committee wanted to change to a night
parade, I was able to very easily get those
changes through.”

What a difference a decade—or two
and a half—makes!

Ray Hill, who has been active in the
Houston Gay Community since 1958 and
who served as a Pride Parade Grand
Marshal in 1981, remembers some of the
struggles surrounding the first parade. It, he
is quick to point out, actually happened in
“19—not ‘78. The reason, however, that
PCOH and others count 1978 as Pride’s
first year, is because that was the year that

they printed the first Pride Week Calendar
of Events. “We didn’t have a parade that
year; we had a town hall meeting where
everyone came and screamed at each other,
and that was kind of a kickoff for several
groups,” Hill recalled. “Everything got
kicked off at Town Meeting One because
the purpose of Town Meeting One was to
bring as many GLBT groups together as
possible.” That pivotal meeting, Hill said,
spawned several fledgling gay political and
service organizations including Montrose
Counseling Center, Montrose Clinic, The
Switchboard, Gay Lesbian Hispanic
Caucus, and The Sports Group.

Town Hall One also gave the Houston
Gay Community something else—an ordi-
nance stating that there would be no dress
code in the Pride Parade. While there would
be endless debates in gay circles regarding
the inclusion of “drag queens” in the Pride
Parade, for PCOH it was, and always has

been, a non-issue. In fact, Rusty Mueller
who served as Grand Marshal in 2002, will
be riding in the Parade this year as “Crystal
Rae Lee Love”, his drag persona.

As the Pride Parade has matured, dif-
ferent themes and issues have predominat-
ed. AIDS first began to be a rallying point
in 1982. In 1987, PCOH would name
“People with AIDS” as their Grand
Marshals, but in 1982 the disease was still
being called GRID (Gay Related Immune
Deficiency). Shortly after Pride week 1982,
the term AIDS was coined, causing the
Kaposi's Sarcoma Foundation to change its
name to the KS/AIDS Foundation.
Eventually it would become AIDS
Foundation Houston.

This year's rallying point, meanwhile,
looks to be the Supreme Court decision on
the constitutionality of State Sodomy
Statutes. Houston Attorney Mitchell Katine

was elected Grand Marshal in 2001 prima-

rily on the strength of his excellent work
defending two Houston men who had been

“arrested for violating the Texas Sodomy

Statute (21.06) in the privacy of their own
home. That case ended up at the Supreme
Court, where Lambda Legal Defense
argued it in March of this year.

Expectations for a positive ruling are
running high, with even Ray Hill, whose
years of political advocacy make him
understandably cynical regarding lawmak-
ers and the law, saying that he’d “bet my
quarter we're going to win.”

Katine’s take is even more enthusiastic,
“Lam very excited about the decision, about
the education process we’ve gone through
in this country, educating the Supreme
Court about GLBT people and their fami-

lies. It was very encouraging to hear the

Supreme Court justices talk about GLBT
people and civil rights issues.”

Katine said he had many
ries of his stint as Grand Mars
proud to be “an out lawyer sho
sionals that you can be who yc
successful and still volunteer a
to your community. My only re
[my partner and I] had not adoj
dren yet, I would have liked the
us in the [Grand Marshal] car.

Katine also said that no m
final decision of the Supreme
plans to celebrate during this y
“I've said for a long time, wi
case, we’ve won by talking
issues.”
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2003 Houston Pri
Parade_ Route

< (1) Pokey Anderson,
Female Grand Marshal 1984

« (2) Deborah Moncrief Bell,
Female Grand Marshal 1997

< (3) Mitchell Kafine, Male
Gramd Marshal 2001

» The Silver Celebration—
Houston's  Gay,  Leshian,
Bisexual and Transgender Pride
Parade 2003 sparkles down
Westheimer this  Saturday
evening, June 28, 8:45 p.m.
beginning at Woodhead and
proceeding to Whitney. Info:
713-529-6979 or www.pride-
houston.org.
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Katine said he had many fond memo-
ries of his stint as Grand Marshal, and was
proud to be “an out lawyer showing profes-
sionals that you can be who you are and be
successful and still volunteer and give back

- to your community. My only regret was that

[my partner and I] had not adopted our chil-

dren yet, I would have liked them to be with
. us m the [Grand Marsha.l] car,’

'ne_ also sa.ld that no matter what the

was surprised, and not necessarily pleasant-
ly, to be elected to the GM position. “One of
the things that surprised me was that, I
always felt like I had pretty much stayed
ahead of the trends,” Andserson said. “I
thought that if they’re electing me Grand
Marshal, I'm not staying ahead. [At that
time] the transgender movement was trying
to start and the gays and lesbians were, for

the most part, fighting it and felt that it

wouldpull themdﬂ So I:hat was the year
d Lesbian
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Montrose

"Everybody kept yelling out my name and
of course I couldn’t see anyone. I'd just
wave in their general direction. I also
wished that 1 had a cushion to sit on
because the back of that convertible was
damned uncomfortable! But it was a blast,
it was a lot of fun and I have very many
fond memories of it. I was quite honored.”
Hill laughed when he heard Bell’s
complaint about her seat in the convertible,
and told The Triangle the story of Jim
(Fanny) Farmer, whose 1980 stint as Grand
Marshal was celebrated by his riding
through the parade on the back of an ele-
phant!

Pokey Anderson, who served as Grand
Marshal in 1984, said it was neither the heat
nor the discomfort of her seat that got to her,
but “the wave.” I remember feeling some
compassion for the Queen of England for

having to smile anrl wave or long periods

. Alabama

Waugh near HEB
és(dmzwmm

'Pmmlpmk&mwma
[ suegass by throwing lrash info one
of the many receptacies placed
along the parade route,

if you have any questions the
night of the parade, look for one of
the many voluntesr Parade
Marshals for help.

lesbians had no images in the media to
reflect that they existed. *I think that expe-
rience of invisibility [is mirrored] in this era
of Bush and the Republicans,” she said.
“Nothing is reflected back. You have
15,000 people protesting the war, but you
never see that image reflected back in the
media. But we're out there. This is like the
largest psychological, hypnosis deal they
can think of. Everybody’s brainwashed to
think they are the only one—just like I was
the only one who was gay in the whole unt
verse when I was in the seventh grade. The

real concerns of people in this case are

being hidden away, just as surely as the hi
tory of gay people [continues to be]
away.” e
Hill agrees to an extent, but
the strides the GLBT community has
and is continuing to make sunply
ignored. "I‘hm year, I m

o
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Katine said he had many fond memo-
ries of his stint as Grand Marshal, and was
proud to be *‘an out lawyer showing profes-
sionals that you can be who you are and be
successful and still volunteer and give back
to your community. My only regret was that

[my partner and I] had not adopted our chil- .

dren yet, I would have liked fhem to be with
us in the [Grand Marshal] car.”

Katine also said that no matter what the
final decision of the Supreme Court is, he
plans to celebrate during this year’s parade.
“I've said for a long time, win or lose the
case, we ve won by talking about these
issues.”

State and national issues haven't been
the only rallying points of the parade. Take
1981. The Grand Marshals that year were
Hill and Rita Wanstrom, alse known as the
Grandfather and Grandmother of the GLBT
rights movement in Houston. But
Wanstrom's election came only after a bit of
controversy. Says Hill: “That was the year
that a young Rice University student named
Annise Parker was raising hell about how
all the Female Grand Marshals were non-
gay women. So I had a lesbian co-marshal,
Rita Wanstrom, who was nicknamed Papa
Bear, and our theme was “We the People”.

By 1995 when Suzanne Anderson was
named Grand Marshal, the sexual orienta-
tion of the Female Grand Marshals had
ceased being a topic of concern. But there

was still controversy, this time surrounding |
the issue of transgender civil rights. Things

had gotten so ugly that Anderson said she

.l.

was surprised, and not necessarily pleasant-
ly, to be elected to the GM position. “One of
the things that surprised me was that, 1
always felt like I had pretty much stayed
ahead of the trends,” Andserson said. “I
thought that if they're electing me Grand
Marshal, I'm not staying ahead. [At that
time] the transgender movement was trying
to start and the gays and lesbians were, for
the most part, fighting it and felt that it
would pull them down. So that was the year

I changed my logo from ‘Gay and Lesbian

Realtor’ to ‘Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Realtor.”” '

Once she settled into her Grand
Marshal role, however, Anderson ended up
enjoying it immensely, though she also
remembered some of the physical discom-
fort that came with being a GM in that era
before the night parade. “My dog, Kelli
Jean, rode with me, much to her dismay,”
Anderson recalls. “It was the last or one of
the last day parades, and we were both sick
by the end of it. I've often thought of those
that were sick when they started—especial-
ly those that had to walk—and wondered
how they did it. One of my most vivid
memories was coming back to my office
after the parade, filling the bathtub with
cold water and soaking!”

Deborah Moncrief Bell, who, along
with Jimmy Carper, served as the first
Grand Marshal of the first night parade in
1997, sympathized with Anderson’s plight.
Bell said being out of the sun was great, but
also presented different challenges. “I was
| laughing the whole way,” she said.

"Everybody kept yelling out my name and
of course I couldn’t see anyone. I'd just
wave in their general direction. I also
wished that I had a cushion to sit on
because the back of that convertible was
damned uncomfortable! But it was a blast,
it was a lot of fun and I have very many
fond memories of it. I was quite honored.”
Hill laughed when he heard Bell’s
complaint about her seat in the convertible,
and told The Triangle the story of Jim
(Fanny) Farmer, whose 1980 stint as Grand
Marshal was celebrated by his riding
through the parade on the back of an ele-
phant!

Pokey Anderson, who served as Grand
Marshal in 1984, said it was neither the heat
nor the discomfort of her seat that got to her,
but “the wave.” "l remember feeling some
compassion for the Queen of England for
having to smile and wave for long periods
of time,” Anderson joked. Anderson consid-
ered her 1984 election to the Grand Marshal
seat as “more of a ‘Lifetime Achievement
Award.” It wasn'’t anything particular I did
that year, I'm sure, but I had been active in
the community since 1974-75.”

“The year I was Grand Marshal,
Houston City Councilmember Anthony
Hall and a group of gay activists decided to
pass a non-discrimination ordinance against
gays in city employment,” she said. “And a
year later this was overturned by referen-
dum.”

As a result of that ordinance, Anderson
remembers 1984 as a “crazy year” That
year the Ku Klux Klan marched through the
Montrose as Mary’s serenaded the white-
sheeted intruders with the tune “Springtime
for Hitler.” “And there was all kinds of
crazy stuff being said, that AIDS was
passed through mosquitoes and all kinds of
things,” Pokey said.

Anderson, still an activist, also spoke
of how, while many attitudes have changed,
some have remained frighteningly the

'same. She recalls a time when gay men and

lesbians had no images in the media to
reflect that they existed. “I think that expe-
rience of invisibility [is mirrored] in this era
of Bush and the Republicans,” she said.
“Nothing is reflected back. You have
15,000 people protesting the war, but you
never see that image reflected back in the
media. But we’re out there. This is like the
largest psychological, hypnosis deal they
can think of. Everybody’s brainwashed to
think they are the only one—just like T was
the only one who was gay in the whole uni-
verse when I was in the seventh grade. The
real concerns of people in this case are
being hidden away, just as surely as the his- =
tory of gay people [continues to be] hldden o
away.” Ly

_ Hill agrees to an extent, but also feels
the strides the GLBT community has made
and is continuing to make simply cannot be
ignored. “This year, I'm looking forward to

us becoming non-criminals for the first time ',
in my lifetime in Texas,” he said, referring

to the upcoming Supreme Court decision on
Texas’ sodomy laws. “It's entirely possible
in Texas that we could eliminate the laws
criminalizing homosexual behavior entire-
ly,” he said. “Do you realize that if we win,
in one fell swoop there will be no more
criminal punishment for being gay. When it
comes to ‘the good old days’ of being gay,
these are they.”

Meanwhile, the days when Mary’s Bar
was raided before the Parade with such reg-
ularity that they registered it as an official
Pride event, as well as the days when peo-
ple refused to attend the parade for fear they
would be photographed in the crowd, seem
to be long gone.

Or, as Suzanne Anderson so aptly put
it: “The giant strides I had so much fun
working for in the past have now been
made. [ felt like when I reached the top of
this mountain, I didn’t have to go looking
for another mountain.” W




ings made by the nation’s highest court.

Although the current President remained silent on what is a
broad and potentially far-reaching issuance by the Court, the
slate of potential Democratic nominees who will contend for his
Job in next year’s election had plenty to say.

"I applaud the Supreme Court ruling in the case of
Lawrence v. Texas overturning the Texas anti-sodomy law. This
d_ecision marks a significant advance toward achieving equal
rights for all Americans,” said former Vermont Governor
Howard Dean, “For tqo long; laws like this have divided us by
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harsh dissent filled with words that will be
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rman. ““The Texas-sodomy law was an expression of intol-
, an affront to gay Americans, and an insult to the better
ues of our nation. By striking it down, the Court moved us a

And it reminded us of the vital importance of appointing
‘who will respect and protect the rights of all
cans.”

“The Supreme Court’s decision today to strike down the
i was a historic step in the right direction toward
fing equal rights to gays and lesbians. The Texas law
nfairly and unjustly targeted gays and lesbians, denying them
e same rights and protections afforded to other Americans,”

“said Gephardt.

House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi joined her prede-

essor in commending the ruling.

“The Supreme Court ruling this morning was a victory for
privacy in America. I applaud the decision because it affirms
e that atl Americans, including gays and
lesbians, are entitled to privacy under our
Constitution, and in the words of the
Court. to ‘retain their dignity as [ree per-
sons,””" said Pelosi. *'This ruling reversed
the egregious Bowers v. Hardwick deci-
sion of 1986 that had been used to dis-
criminaie against lesbians and gays, and
to justify taking away their children and
denying them employment.”

While lauding the majority opinion
of the Court, both Pelosi and Dean issued
statements condemning statements by
Justice Antonin Scalia who took the
unusual step of reading his dissent from
the bench.

“While today’s decision is hearten-
ing, 1 was very disappointed in Justice
Scalia’s offensive comments on the rul-
ing. They are beneath the dignity of the Court,” said Pelosi.

Dean said the landmark ruling showed six Justices under-
stood that private consensual sexual conduct is just that—pri-
vate. He said it is none of the government’s business, and it was
unconstitutional for the State of Texas to make it a crime.

“Justice Scalia, Justice Thomas and
Chief Justice Rehnquist opposed the civil
rights of consenting adults. Scalia wrote a

hateful 1o many Americans. He spoke
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0 privacy just because me)r"are gay or lesbian,” said

oppose laws regulating consenting sexual relations that occur in

th.e private homes of opposite-sex and same-sex couples. Nearly
nine out of 10 Americans (87 percent) oppose state laws regu-

:  lating private, sexual relations that are applied to opposite-sex
ser to giving gays and lesbians a full, fair place in our
- such laws that are applied to same-sex adult couples in a domes-

married adult couples and almost as many (82 percent) oppose

tic partnership.

*“Even when we exclude respondents who self-identify as
lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender, support for overturning
state sodomy laws does not change significantly,” said Darin
Johnson, vice president at Witeck-Combs Communications, “It
is clear that an overwhelming majority of Americans believe the
Supreme Court should overturn all state laws that interfere with
private sexual relations between consenting adults, whether
same-sex or opposite-sex couples.”

The nationwide survey was taken of more than 2.000
adults, of whom approximately seven percent self-identified as
gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender (GLBT).

*“These numbers tell the same story we’ve been telling
courts in this country for years: the vast majority of Americans
support the right to privacy of all people, including gays and les-
bians, and oppose anti-gay discrimination,” said Kevin Cathcart,
executive director of Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund, the national gay rights organization bringing the Supreme
Court challenge to consensual sex laws.

The survey showed across the board, regardless of income,
gender, age, region of the country, or political philosophy,
Americans overwhelmingly oppose state laws that regulate sex-
ual relations that occur in the private home of an adult same-sex
couple.

Leaders of the nation’s GLBT organizations also weighed
in proclaiming Thursday, June 26, the most historic day in the
life of the community since the Stonewall Riots which occurred
almost exactly 34 years ago.

“Today, the Supreme Court ruled for fairness for all
Americans,” said Aimee Gelnaw, executive director of the
Family Pride Coalition. “After years of this antiquated law being
applied with prejudice to gay and lesbian Americans, it can no
longer serve as an unjust barrier to lesbians and gay men main-
taining custody of their own children or becoming foster or
adoptive parents.” :

The Human Rights Campaign said the ruling—overturning

bl R R R R R E

EEzrpsszRaaRLIiANN
I SAEREEEZEEZERESER NN

SERREERITIEIRNNL




ings made by the nation’s highest court.

Although the current President remained silent on what is a
broad and potentially far-reaching issuance by the Court, the
slate of potential Democratic nominees who will contend for his
job in next year’s election had plenty to say.

“] applaud the Supreme Court ruling in the case of
Lawrence v. Texas overturning the Texas anti-sodomy law. This

decision marks a significant advance toward achieving equal -

rights for all Americans,” said former Vermont Governor
Howard Dean. “For tqo long; laws like this have divided us by
race, by gender and by sexual orientation, As a Governor who
worked hard to protect the rights of gay and lesbian couples, I
am extremely pleased with the Supreme Court's ruling.

_ “Hyery American, regardless of sexual orientation, should
he afforded the right to privacy. The Texas anti-sodomy law was
nothing less than government-sanctioned intolerance and dis-
crimination. The fact that President Bush defended the law
-while he was Governor shows that he is not the unlter he claims
tobe”

Presidential candidate John Kerry agreed.

“This landmark ruling s important not just to gay and les-
bian Americans but to all Americans because it re-affirms the
constitutional right of privacy that belongs to all of us. When the
law is twisted to stigmatize one group of Americans, it dimin-
ishes the rights of all Americans,” said Kerry. “For years

Americans have lost their jobs and even their homes through the
selective application of these antiquated laws and that is an
affront to the constitutional right to privacy affirmed by the
Supreme Court today. This ruling reminds us how important the
Supreme Court is and why we must stand up against Bush
Admlnlsﬂ‘atloﬂ amampt_ add a radical appointee to the Court

: vasive, unfau and un- Amencan Amencans dunt-lose l.henr

_hateful to many Americans. He spoke

fion. bigamy, adultery, adult incest, bes-
~ tality, and obscenity.”

sons,”” said Pelosi. “"This ruling reversed
the egregious Bowers v. Hardwick deci-
sion of 1986 that had been used to dis-
criminate against lesbians and gays, and
to justify taking away their children and
denying them employment.”

- While lauding the majority opinion
of the Coutt, both Pelosi and Dean issued
statements condemning statements by
Justice Antonin Scalia who took the
unusual step of reading his dissent from
the bench.

“While today’s decision is hearten-
ing, I was very disappointed in Justice
Scalia’s offensive comments on the rul-
ing. They are beneath the dignity of the Court,” said Pelosi.

Dean said the landmark ruling showed six Justices under-
stood that private consensual sexual conduct is just that—pri-
vate. He said it is none of the government’s business, and it was
unconstitutional for the State of Texas to make it a crime.

“Justice Scalia, Justice Thomas and
Chief Justice Rehnquist opposed the civil
rights of consenting adults. Scalia wrote a
harsh dissent filled with words that will be

darkly of ‘the homosexual agenda™ and
echoed Senator Rick Santorum by writing
that laws against homosexuality further
‘the samie interest” as laws against fornica-

said Dean.

“As a fermer Governor who appoini-
ed many judges to the Vermont bench, 1
value the quallt_\_- of judicial temperament.
Scalia’s intemperate dissent in this case
shows why he should never have been
appointed to the Supreme Court in the first
place and why he is not fit to serve as
Chief Justice should a vacancy occur. His
increasingly shrill opinions have become
an embarrassment to the Supreme Court.

“President Bush says we need more Justices like Scalia. 1
say we cannot afford more Justices like Scalia, and we cannot
afford four more years of the President swho would appoint such
Justices,” concluded Dean.

As the debate raged, Witeck-Combs Communications and

Harris Interactive released a poll showing 74 percent of

American adults surveyed in April favored the U.S. Supreme

- Court overturning state laws that criminalize private, consenting
- sexual relations between same-sex couples, yet allows that same
 private conduct to occur between opposite-sex couples.

The survey also revealed that Americans almost equally

“"“C‘om‘r O Tretdin their dighity as free per=" biansrandoppose anti=gay-tSCrMAaTon; ~ Said Ke'

executive director of Lambda Legal Defense and Educauon
Fund, the national gay rights organization bringing the Supreme
Court challenge to consensual sex laws.

The survey showed across the board, regardless of i mcome,
gender, age, region of the country, or political p}u]osophy
Americans overwhelmingly oppose state laws that regulate sex-
ual relations that occur in the private home of an adult Same-sex
couple.

Leaders of the nation’s GLBT organizations also weighed
in proclaiming Thursday, June 26, the most historic day in the
life of the community since the Stonewall Riots which occurred
almost exactly 34 years ago.

“Today, the Supreme Court ruled for fairness for all
Americans,” said Aimee Gelnaw, executive director of the
Family Pride Coalition. “After years of this antiquated law being
applied with prejudice to gay and lesbian Americans, it can no
longer serve as an unjust barrier to lesbians and gay men main-
taining custody of their own children or becoming foster or
adoptive parents.”

The Human Rights Campaign said the ruling—overturning
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state sodomy laws and the Court’s infamous 1986 Bowers v.
Hardwick decision—removes the stigma and ecriminal brand
that the laws have long placed on GLBT Americans. The organ-
ization said sodomy laws have long been used as a basis for dis-
crimination against GLBT Americans in employment opportu-
nities, in custody and visitation rights and in myriad other
aspects of ordinary life.

“Gay Americans are parents, children, brothers, sisters,
friends, co-workers and church-goers. They make important
contributions in every community in the country,” said HRC
Executive Director, Elizabeth Birch. “This ruling opens the door

Continued on pg. 6




So said Jimmy Carpe 1997 n(grand Mmml and host of
KPFT’s After Hours. Aﬂd he was right There was more of
everything tms year; rrwre floats . more walking units, more
out of town units, more audience—even more protestors, It
was the twenty-fifth annual Houston Pride Parade, and it fell

Boys in rhr beads celebrate
Houston Pride Parade 2003

Photo By .Ie 3 Sharon

on June 28?—5_)}/'0 days after the U.S. Supreme Courts historic
decision in the Lawrence vs. Texas case, which overturned
sodomy laws nation wide, including Texas own 21.06.

“How do I sum this up? asked Mitchell Katine, the
Houston attorney who signed on to defend plaintiffs John
Lawrence and Tyron Garner after a Harris County Sheriff
arrested them for having consensual sex in the privacy of their
home. “It was the culmination of five years of work and wait-

ing. The decision coming out on Thursday was fantastic; real-

ly. the p;l.l"dde was the party, thc pa.rade was zhf: celebranon of
the victory.” -

Katine thanked thc J S: :Supfeme Court for “holding the
decision and waiting until two days befare our Pride
Celebration. It could not have been more perfect for us in
Houston and the rest of the Umtcd States It made_\all of us
proud to be in America” .

Katme also noticed the mcreased crowds at the Pnde

Parade Organizers estimated more than 175,000 people
;Wat(;hﬁd the two-and-a half-hour processional Saturday night.

“lt seemed mucl_! blgge:r and Iouder and more enthusmstlc -

~ Marion Coleman, who served as Grand Marshal in
1982, said being in the-Silver Anniversary Celebration
brought back a lot of memories for her. “It was so exciting. I
was overwhelmed—and I very seldom get that way—by the
response and by the quality of the job the Pride Committee
cild Coleman remarked. “And 1 couldn’t believe the
crowds! It was still as exciting as it ever was
- rounding that curve. It reminded me of the thrill
1 had back in 1982. I only wish Andy [1982 co-
marshal Andy Mills, who was too ill to partici-
pate in the Parade] had been with me.”
Coleman said the size of the crowd remind-

Houston community succumbed to the ravages
of HIV and AIDS. Back then, said Coleman,
there were “huge crowds.” “However,”
Coleman added, *“This probably surpassed those
crowds. [ think the Supreme Court decision
brought out more people to celebrate.”

~ Coleman said she too was excited about the
_ 21.06 decision, “We're free to be God’s children
and love each other and share the good with the bad. I've
always lived with that the philosophy.”

But Coleman also reminded 7he Tuangfe that, even
prior to June 26, 2003, there was much for the Houston
GLBT community to celebrate. “Everyone there on the
Grand Marshal float had a part in all the things we as a com-
munity have done.”

Diversity, Sparide Lead the Way Down Westheimer

This year’s Houston Pride Parade, dubbed the Silver
Celebranon because of it’ s being the Iwemy-ﬁfth anmversary
of Pride in the Bayou Clry, boasted over 120 entries, ranging
from Corporatc Sponsors to local GLBT groups. The judges,

~which included Parade Founder Larry Bagneris, Brenda
_ Thomaw Pamela Zager of Red Bull, Jone Devlin of KPFT-

FM (and Texas ’I‘nangle) and Carol Wyatt, spent a lot of time
'_ deliberanng after the parade. After the Houston Pride
Committee’s chk Dickerson told them repeatedly that there

Was no way o award a tmphy to everyone who had parhm-
pated, the panel gave in and dl%mbuted the followmg acco-
lades:

. e Turtle Creek Chomleﬂ"he Strangerettes were easﬂy
: the'mosl popular entry in the Parade. The Strangerettes are a
 dra _.emcm of The Rangerettes, complete with costumes and

o

_ed her of the old days, before so many in the

— A L i e e

to take home the Best Interprc:: 'on of Theme (Stlver_
Celebration) Trophy. . :

The Donald R. Watkms M&mmai Foundation deczded to
add to the heat of an aheady hot night with their erupting

Pride volcano. But it was as much the energy with which they
powered their float as lht molten Iava thal caused the Judges_ -

to give them the nod. ; _
Commumly Gospcl Chun:h decxded to do somthm f*::

dcccptzmce of all peoplewand their float was qtandom, teé'
The l(rewe of the Moons of Uranus meanwhﬂe‘ ha.d .

Fmal]y, there was Dsageo, who al]owed the ela
neoﬂ LOSR]]T'IG«S and feaﬁlcrs of lhe1r mulucolored Sm'
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Nation Reacts...

Continued from pg. 3

for new advances toward full equality and should be viewed as a challenge to legislators to help
pass important legal profections for GLBT Americans—like employment non-discrimination
laws and comprehensive hate crimes legislation,”

The ruling strikes down sodomy laws in Alabama, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana,

Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas, Utah and Virginia.

“This is a fair-minded and historic decision that impacts gays and lesbians in all 50 states,
This ruling makes clear what we have known all along, the conduct that is legal for some people
should not be illegal for gay Americans,” said Patrick Guerriero, executive director of Log Cabin
Republicans. “The enormous importance of this law being overturned is that it will not only pro-
vide protection for the few who find themselves prosecuted for consensual intimacy but that it
also provides protection for those who face discrimination that has been justified by these laws.”

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) welcomed the decision saying it had
worked to repeal sodomy laws for nearly 20 years.

“We welcome the decision of the United States Supreme Court striking down the Texas
‘Homosexual Conduct Law’ that criminalized same-sex private, consensual sexual behavior,”
said NGLTF Executive Director, Matt Forman. “While this is a victory for individual liberties of
all Americans, it is particularly welcome for gay people, who have been singled out for persecu-
tion and discrimination by these laws for decades. This decision marks the end of the govern-
ment’s authority to knock down bedroom doors anywhere in this nation. We thank our friends
and heroes at Lambda Legal for their extraordinary work on this case.”

Parents, Friends and Families of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) agreed.

“We hail this tremendous decision upholding fairmess and civil rights for all Americans,”
said PFLAG Executive Director David Tseng. “The overwhelming majority of Americans agree
with the Supreme Court that government has no place in the bedrooms of Americans who engage

in private behavior between consenting adults.”

“The Supreme Court has done the right thing,” said Tseng, a lawyer and former Clinton
White House senior policy advisor, instrumental in crafting an analysis for the Supreme Court in
this case. “Now GLBT citizens and their allies will be free to pursue other fundamental civil
rights goals.”

The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation’s Executive Director, Joan M. Garry,
gave credit to the entire community for contributing to the outcome of Thursday’s decision.

“In his 1986 Bowers v. Hardwick majority opinion, Justice Byron White claimed that, ‘No
connection between family, marriage, or procreation on the one hand and homosexual activity on
the other has been demonstrated...” Over the past 17 years, that claim has gradually collapsed.
Through countless individual acts of bravery and decades of evolving cultural visibility and
understanding, the connection that seemed so elusive in Bowers has now been unquestionably
and irrevocably established. Today’s overturning of Bowers completes the demise of White's
claim—a claim that has been used for decades to deny us equality under the law,” said Garry.

“In stating that gay and lesbian people ‘are entitled to respect for their private lives,” Justice
Kennedy's majority opinion today affirms our dignity and humanity in a way we hope others will
follow. Make no mistake: there is much work ahead of us. And our community must continue to
change hearts, minds and laws as we continue down the road to equality.”

But before all the polls could be taken, the comments made, and the exuberance over the

Court’s decision subside, conservatives wasted no time in trying to limit the power of the ruling.

Conservative lawmakers and religious right organizations said the Court has gone too far and
Senate Majority leader Bill Frist (R-Tennessee) on Sunday called for both houses of Congress (0
suppori a constitutional ban on same-sex marriage.

Gay Latino
Celebrates

By Brent Brumley
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“We hail this tremendous decision upholding fairess and civil rights for all Americans,”
said PFLAG Executive Director David Tseng. “The overwhelming majority of Americans agree
with the Supreme Court that government has no place in the bedrooms of Americans who engage
in private behavior between consenting adults.”

“The Supreme Court has done the right thing,” said Tseng, a lawyer and former Chnton
White House senior policy advisor, instrumental in crafting an analysis for the Supreme Court in
this case. “Now GLBT citizens and their allies will be free to pursue other fundamental civil
rights goals.”

The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation’s Executive Director, Joan M. Garry, g

gave credit to the entire community for contributing to the outcome of Thursday’s decision.

“In his 1986 Bowers v. Hardwick majority opinion, Justice Byron White claimed that, ‘No
connection between family, marriage, or procreation on the one hand and homosexual activity on
the other has been demonstrated...’
Through countless individual acts of bravery and decades of evolving cultural visibility and
understanding, the connection that seemed so elusive in Bowers has now been unquestionably
and irrevocably established. Today’s overturning of Bowers completes the demise of White’s
claim—a claim that has been used for decades to deny us equality under the law.” said Garry.

“In stating that gay and lesbian people ‘are entitled to respect for their private lives,’ Justice
Kennedy's majority opinion today affirms our dignity and humanity in a way we hope others will
follow. Make no mistake: there is much work ahead of us. And our community must continue to
change hearts, minds and laws as we continue down the road to equality.”

But before all the polls could be taken, the comments made, and the exuberance over the
Court’s decision subside, conservatives wasted no time in trying to limit the power of the ruling,
Conservative lawmakers and religious right organizations said the Court has gone too far and
Senate Majority leader Bill Frist (R-Tennessee) on Sunday called for both houses of Congress to
support a constitutional ban on same-sex marriage.

Frist told ABC’s This Week that he will support a House bill to amend the United States
Constitution to prevent gays and lesbians from marrying and bar states from recognizing mar-
riages performed in other countries. Frist called last week’s Supreme Court decision striking
down the Texas sodomy law *a line in the sand,” saying the ruling threatens to make the
American home “a place where criminality is condoned.”

“The religious right continues to scare Middle America with buzz phrases such as ‘special
rights” and ‘same-sex marriage.” said Randall Ellis, Executive Director of the Lesbian/Gay
Rights Lobby of Texas. “It is time to put an end to the rhetoric of the religious right. LGBT
Americans are in search of equal rights, not special rights. We are simply seeking the same rights
and protections for ourselves and for our families that are afforded to heterosexuals, nothing more
and nothing less.”

On May 21, Rep. Marilyn Musgrave, R-Colo., and five co-sponsors introduced HIJ
Resolution 56. a resolution to amend the U.S. Constitution to define marriage as between a man
and a woman. Joining Musgrave as co-sponsors were Rep. JoAnn Davis, R-VA., Rep. Ralph
Hall, D-TX, Rep. Mike Melntyre, D-NC, Rep. Collin Peterson, R-MN., and Rep. David Vitter,
R-LA. No companion resolution has yet been introduced in the Senate.

The language of the proposed constitutional amendment states:

“Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Neither
this Constitution nor the constitution of any state, nor state or federal law, shall be construed to
require that marital status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or
groups.”

“Now that states can no longer use sodomy laws to justify discrimination against LGBT
Americans, the religious right will continue to push lawmakers to use the institution of marriage
as a tool to control the lives of, and discriminate against, LGBT Americans,” said Ellis.

July 4, 2003 * The Texas Triangle 6
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