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Hon Voue Edlt Out of Job
After Editorial Dispute

By Tristan MacAvery
TRIANGLE Staff

eborah Moncrief Bell, editor of
the Houston Voice since May of
this year, has left the newspa-
per following what she said was
a dispute with the publisher over editorial
control and the paper’s editorial content.

“I think ‘forced out’ is the appropriate
term,” Bell said in an interview Saturday.
“The publisher left no viable alternative for
me to stay. I was fold that the position of edi-
tor was the only one that they had for me,
but I was not allowed to retain the paper’s
editorial integrity.”

Publisher Crad Duren, M.D., was not

available for comment. Members of the Voice
staff also declined comment.

Bell's battle began when Duren said that
the “layout” of the front page would be
turned over to Stephen Schmidt, who had
been hired recently as an advertising repre-
sentative, Bell said. Bell said she understood
the term “layout” to refer to placement of
photos and stories, but Schmidt also selected
the content of the page, including which pho-
tos and stories to run.

“] explained to Dr. Duren, and whoever
else would listen, that I couldn't be the editor
of the paper and then have my editorial deci-
sions usurped by someone else—especially
someone who has no qualifications whatso-
ever to do the job,” she said.

The issues of Nov.
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15 and 22 have
both featured par-
tially clothed men
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that Bell said she feels may cost the paper
some readership and credibility. “If they want
to be a sleazy bar rag, fine, but there's no
way that I could be editor under those condi-
tions," she said, “It's not my vision of the
paper.”

Bell, who has been active in the gay and
lesbian community for many years, suc-
ceeded Sheri Cohen Darbonne as editor in
May. In the past six months, Bell said she
had worked to increase the scope of the
newspaper’s coverage to include activities
and events spanning the vast range of the
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender com-
munity. Bell accepted an award, on behalf of
the paper, from the Names Project for its cov-
erage of the Washington display of the AIDS
Quilt—coverage that began in February this
year, but which Bell had increased and
intensified as the event drew nearer.

“I really felt betrayed on that point,” Bell
said. *This week’s (Nov. 22) paper seems fo

confinved on page 7
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The 97 ‘Gay Agenda’ |
LGRL Pushes Hate Crimes,
Transgender Issues

I By Dan Quinn
TRIANGLE Staff

trong hate-crimes
legislation,
increased AIDS
. funding and transgender
| issues are among the items
| onan ambilious agenda set
| by gay lobbyists for the
1997 state legislative ses-
sion.

Dianne Hardy-Garcia,
executive director of the
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby
(LGRL) of Texas, unveiled
LGRL's 1997 priorities in a

St

Dionne Hardy-Garcia

sentative, Bell said. Bell said she understood
the term “layout” to refer to placement of
photos and stories, but Schmidt also selected
the content of the page, including which pho-
tos and stories to run.

“l explained to Dr. Duren, and whoever
else would listen, that I couldn't be the editor
of the paper and then have my editorial deci-
sions usurped by someone else—especially
someone who has no qualifications whatso-
ever to do the job," she said.

The issues of Nov.
15 and 22 have
both featured par-
tially clothed men
as their primary
photos—a move

Bell, who has been active in the gay and "
lesbian community for many years, suc-
ceeded Sheri Cohen Darbonne as editor in
May. In the past six months, Bell said she
had worked to increase the scope of the
newspaper's coverage to include activities
and events spanning the vast range of the
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender com-
munity. Bell accepted an award, on behalf of
the paper, from the Names Project for its coy-
erage of the Washington display of the AIDS
Quilt—coverage that began in February this
year, but which Bell had increased and
intensified as the event drew nearer.

“I really felt betrayed on that point,” Bell
said. “This week's (Nov. 22) paper seems to

continved on page 7

‘Bathhouse Issve
Reveals Split

By Dan Quinn
TRIANGLE Staff

T

s city officials begin looking more closely at bathhouses
in Austin, the controversy surrounding the opening of
these businesses has begun to reveal fissures between
various AIDS activists and organizations and their

respective approaches to battling HIV.
But even though the debate over bathhouses has deeply split gay
political groups else-
where, especially in San
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community workshop on lobby-
ing in Austin last Saturday.
“This is the ‘gay agenda,”
Hardy-Garcia told nearly 40
people, including activists and
representatives of gay political
caucus groups in Austin,
Dallas, Houston and San
Antonio, who crowded into

| Soma restaurant and coffee-
| house after a mix-up left the

Capitol City Playhouse unavail-
able.
At: the: top of \LGRL's

agenda is passing strong hate-
crimes legislation. The legisla-
tion would enhance penalties
for crimes that are committed
because of hate or bias toward
a particular group of people,
including gay men and les-
bians. However, for practical
reasons, LGRL has not pushed
for transgendered people to be
included in the legislation,
Hardy-Garcia said.

“l wish we lived in a pro-

continued on-page 10 .
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Francisco in the 1980s,
so far there has been
almost no- debate over
the issue in Austin's
largest gay political
group.

The split in the
AIDS community has
not developed into a
public brawl. In fact,
activists and HIV edu-
cators on both sides of
the bathhouse issue are
quick. to. say that they

continved on page 4
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Stegman wool felt clogs have a
contoured cork footbed that molds
to fit your feet.
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3105 Guadalupe

(Next to Wheatsville Co-op)

512-476-5110

Worried about
Holiday Relapse?

Chemical Dependency
Relapse Prevention Group

A 12-week group for
individuals recovering
from substance abuse.
The group will assist clients
in early recovery with an
increase in self-awadreness,
self-monitoring and
ultimately, increased self-
control and self-esteem.
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and feel the difference for yourself.
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Happy hansgiving/

Guest Column

Former Houston Voice Editor:
Editorial Integrity Was at Stake

Deborah Bell, former editor of the Houston Voice, sent this letter to Triangle editor/pub-
lisher Kay Longcope on Nov. 21 and asked that it be published. In her letter, Bell refers to a
recent Voice editorial critical of the Triangle's new Houston Edition.

his letter may come as a surprise to you, but these days are surprising ones.

The editorial I wrote in the Houston Voice a few weeks ago was in the sense

of competition and to defend “my paper” in response to certain things that

were said at the community meeting the Triangle held. However, I now know
that I was a.cting out of misplaced loyalty.

1 have worked very hard over the past six months that | have been editor of the
Houston Voice to make it a better publication, and most people seem to agree that is
what I have done. One of the goals [ had was to make sure the paper reflects all the
diversity of our community. Well, recently I was informed that there were some people
who were bothered by the fact that “there are too many women"” in the paper now (appar-
ently for some reason this was threatening to them). True, there were more women rep-
resented than before, but it still wasn't 50/50 gender parity, as the number of pictures of
men and articles by men and about men far outweighed those of women. I was also told
that an advertiser had complained about this because “women don't spend money."

So in spite of the many compliments and positive response from the larger community,
the publisher of the Houston Voice made a decision that conflicted with the vision I had for
the paper. I'm sure that he knew that I would not be in support of these changes, so what he

POWELL CLINIC
OFFERS TOP CARE

To the Editor:

Medical needs in our community
are being addressed by several sys-
tems and clinics that are funded by
several methods, including city and
county funding and

with only the best care possible with
limited resources.

Recently the Ryan White
Foundation performed a three-day
evaluation of the clinic and its pro-
gram. I as well as many others are
extremely pleased to learn of the out-

come. David Powell

grants from corpora-
tions and the federal
government. Many
thanks are due to the
people from all walks
of life that carry on
this mission.

The David Powell
Clinic is one such
organization. Being a
client at this clinic is
not only necessary
but also very valued.
Staff and patients
alike are fortunate to
have some of the best
professional medical
personnel as team

Clinic passed the
evaluation with high
marks in every area,
This is not a surprise
to those of us who
are their patients.
The staff of this
clinic are always
available to answer
any question about
our illness without
hesitation—offering
their caring and nur-
turing support at all
times (and) using
compassion and non-
Judgmental under-
standing of the

members in our daily
and long-term care.
When I became ill, I was working
for a company that provides no bene-
fits of insurance, sick pay, profit shar-
ing or retirement. Consequently 1 was
forced to go on to Medicaid and now
the MAP program of the City of Austin
and Travis County. The professionals
at Powell Clinic have never treated

anyone in my presence with anything
but dignity, concerning themselves

unique and compli-

cated concerns of the HIV patient.
From all of us who are served by

the exemplary group of medical care

professionals, we offer our thanks. We

congratulate them on their success

and pray that one day they will receive

the greatest testament of all, a cure.

God bless you, one and all.

Eric D. Silvernale

Glenn Helton

Austin
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From all of us who are served by
the exemplary group of medical care
professionals, we offer our thanks, We
congratulate them on their success
and pray that one day they will receive
the greatest testament of all, a cure.
God bless you, one and all.
Eric D. Silvernale
Glenn Helton

our illness without

aspects of layout, but, much to my surprise and dismay, I found out
that this meant that this person had the authority to use whatever pic-
tures, graphics AND stories that were to go on the front page (after con-
sulting with myself and other staff supposedly, but ultimately he had
final say over and above any decisions I made as editor).

I'm sure that you can understand that this is not an acceptable
arrangement, especially since the person who was given this author-
ity has no qualifications to be placed in such a position. As a bar-
tender/photographer/advertising representative with no education,
training, experience or talent in the field of journalism or layout pro-
duction, it is truly appalling. I think this week’s issue with a porn
star on its front page will pretty much prove my point.

Last week | did manage at least to get the stories I selected on the
front page. This week all I did was process stories, doing no original
writing or making any editorial decisions as to placement or other mat-
ters I normally would handle. I had asked that my name only go on the
masthead as copy editor or not at all, but I was denied that request. It
~ isimportant to me that people know that this was not my work.

The publisher has informed me that he has no position of
employment for me other than that of editor, and, without editorial
integrity, it is impossible for me to stay. My farewell note to express
thanks to the readers who have supported my work and the con-
tributing writers was not allowed in the paper. It has meant so much
to me that my work was appreciated by so many. So thanks to you
all. I don't yet know what Iwill do, but you're sure to find me active
somewhere in the community.
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Bathhouse Issue Reveals SpllI in AIDS Communliy

continued from page 1

respect and understand the concerns of
those on the other side of the debate.

The most recent flare-up in the con-
troversy came last week when Jose Orta,
the project director of the Austin Latino/a
Lesbian and Gay Organization-Informe
SIDA until Nov. 20, and several other
AIDS and community activists spoke out
at an Austin Planning Commission meet-
ing against the planned opening of A.C.I.
(Alternative Clubs Inc.) Health Club at
500 Chicon in East Austin. )

The Planning Commission ordered

Claudettg Lowe

Selling Historic Homes and
Interesting and Unusual Property
Since 1978

CALL 512-472-1000

city staff to review permits granted to
A.ClL as a health club, and the commis-
sion was scheduled to address the issue
Tuesday night (after the Triangle went to
press early on a holiday schedule). An aide
to Mayor Bruce Todd also said last week
that the City Council may have to consider
revising the city's ordinance on sexually
oriented businesses because the law cur-
rently does not address bathhouses.

hile one of the major

investors in A.C.I. has

said the facility will be a

*  health club and not a

bathhouse, other people, including Orta,

have charged that the name “Health Club”

is simply a cover for a bathhouse. Orta

and others said they oppose the opening of

the club because it will be located in a

mixed residential /business and predomi-
nantly minority neighborhood.

In addition, Orta said he was con-
cerned that A.C.L, if opened as a bath-
house, would be a health hazard because
men visiting the facility might engage in
unprotected sex with multiple partners—
major risk factors for HIV infection. Orta's
comments echoed similar criticisms he
made in August when he said that
another new bathouse, Midtowne Spa,
could become an “HIV incubation factory”
unless the facility made strong and credi-

Dr. Michael F. Lessner

presents as a community service

BEAUTIFYING BLEMISHES
Q. What are composite resins? How are they usad to change
the appearance of flawed teeth?
A. These are tooth colored, putty-like materials that the dentist
applies to reshape or cover Imperfect or damaged teeth. The
resins often are used to rebuild chipped, cracked and misshapen
teaih ﬂll |f‘| small gaps DGIWBGFI IGBIh and COVBI stains and blem-
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_ ble efforts to provide outreach for AIDS

education and prevention.

However, Oscar Lopez, a public
health program specialist with the Gay
Men's Health Project at the Austin/Travis
County Health

_ aters, Lopez said.

In addition, surveys, such as one
conducted last year by AIDS Project-Los
Angeles, have shown that most men visit-
ing bathhouses engage in sexual activities

that are considered

Department, does not “I'm worried that some low-risk or no-risk for
see A.C.I. or Midtowne . HIV infection, such as
Spa necessarily as bndges may be burned, oral sex or masturba-
health threats. - tion.

Lopez said he has mldthatmayma_lce “A lot of us in AIDS
been encouraged by our _yobs harder.” education stand by

Midtowne's apparent
willingness to work
with AIDS outreach
workers and he wor-
ried that Orta’s criticisms of A.C.I. might
work against similar education efforts
there.

‘I'm worried that some bridges may
be burned, and that may make our jobs
harder,"” Lopez said.

Mike Zappas, one of the owners of
Midtowne, said his managers are working
with AIDS educators.

“We've had a list of things they want
us to do, and we're in the process of
implementing some and discussing the
others,” said Zappas, who was in Austin
Tuesday to discuss the bathhouse issue
with city officials.

Lopez also said that bathhouses pro-
vide unique opportunities to provide AIDS
prevention education to men in a sex-pos-
itive environment.

“People tend not to feel as ashamed
going there as at a video shop or porn
theater,” he said.

As more men go to bathhouses, fewer
will risk getting arrested or assaulted at
public parks, video shops and adult the-

the statement that
Oscar Lopez oral sex is safer sex,”

Gay Men's Health Project he said.

(There is some
debate among educators about how safe
oral sex is.)

While the bathhouse debate in the
AIDS community continues to build,
debate in gay political organizations has
yet to surface. Allan Baker, chairman of
the Austin Lesbian/Gay Political Caucus,
said the issue of bathhouses has not
been an official topic of discussion in
ALGPC.

“If the membership felt it to be an
issue we needed to address, I think we
would,” he said.

Baker said he hopes public debate
over bathhouses, especially as city offi-
cials become more involved in the issue,
does not degenerate into anti-gay attacks.

‘I would hate for it to be an occasion
for a lot of homophobes to go bashing gay
men on the pretext of health issues,”
Baker said.

“The one issue ALGPC could have
with City Council is to make sure the
debate doesn't become a gay-bashing
issue,” he said. @
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cerned that A.C.I., if opened as a bath-
house, would be a health hazard because
men visiting the facility might engage in
unprotected sex with multiple partners—
major risk factors for HIV infection. Orta's
comments echoed similar criticisms he
made in August when he said that
another new bathouse, Midtowne Spa,
could become an "HIV incubation factory”
unless the facility made strong and credi-

Selling Historic Homes and
Interesting and Unusual Property
Since 1978

CALL 512-472-1000

| In addition, Orta said he was con-

Dr. Michael F. Lessner

presents as a community service

BEAUTIFYING BLEMISHES

Q. What are composite resins? How are they used to change
the appearance of flawed teeth?

A. These are tooth colored, putty-like materials that the dentist
épplies to reshape or cover Imperfect or damaged teeth. The
resins often are used to rebuild chipped, cracked and misshapen
teeth, fill in small gaps between teeth and cover stains and blem-
ishes. Pliable when applied, the material can be layered and
‘sculpted’ by the dentist to achieve the desired effect, and it hard-
ens quickly.

Known as ‘bonding’, this painless procedure is one of
serveral cholces for transforming tooth defects. If you feel that
the appearance of your teeth is nothing to smile about, make an
appointment for an examination and learn about your choices for

Dr. Michael Lessner change.
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Mike Zappas, one of the owners of

Midtowne, said his managers are working
with AIDS educators.

“We've had a list of things they want
us to do, and we're in the process of
implementing some and discussing the
others,” said Zappas, who was in Austin
Tuesday to discuss the bathhouse issue
with city officials.

Lopez also said that bathhouses pro-
vide unique opportunities to provide AIDS
prevention education to men in a sex-pos-
itive environment.

“People tend not to feel as ashamed
going there as at a video shop or porn
theater,” he said.

As more men go to bathhouses, fewer
will risk getting arrested or assaulted at
public parks, video shops and adult the-

the Austin Lesbian/Gay Political Caucus,
said the issue of bathhouses has not
been an official topic of discussion in
ALGPC.

“If the membership felt it to be an
issue we needed to address, I think we
would,” he said.

Baker said he hopes public debate
over bathhouses, especially as city offi-
cials become more involved in the issue,
does not degenerate into anti-gay attacks.

“I would hate for it to be an oceasion
for a lot of homophobes to go bashing gay
men on the pretext of health issues,”
Baker said. |

“The one issue ALGPC could have
with City Council is to make sure the
debate doesn’t become a gay-bashing
issue,” he said. 9
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Cream of Internet Soup (serves millions)
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Austin, Photo by Jana Birchum.

Austin’s very own Babtist Women give praise in yet another smashing per-
formance at the Cornerstone Gay and Lesbian Community Center’s release
party for the new “Family Values” CD. The release party was held on
Sunday. The CD, compiled by Kirt Kempter, includes tunes from several
Austin musicians. Sales of the CD will benefit Cornerstone and Out Youth

Project Transitions Plans ‘Holiday Swing’

Project Transitions will host its 8th
Annual Holiday Swing benefit from 8 p.m.
to 12:30 a.m. Dec. 6 at the Ben Hur
Shrine Ballroom at 4300 Westbank Drive.

The event raises money to help
Project Transitions provide hospice care
and supportive housing for individuals

and families living with HIV/AIDS.

The event will feature music by
Swingtime, holiday food, a cash bar and a
silent auction.

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25
at the door.

Call 512-454-8648 for tickets. 9
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Orta Depariure Has Informe-SIDA
Looking for New Director

By Shanti Avirgan

TRIANGLE Staff
LLGO/ Informe-SIDA,
Austin’s second-largest

agency dedicated to curbing

HIV/AIDS transmission, is
undergoing changes in leadership follow-
ing the resignation last week of Project
Director José Orta.

Orta began working with ALLGO
(Austin Latino/a Lesbian and Gay
Organization)/
Informe-SIDA as
a volunteer. He
later was a
board member
and has held the
position of pro-
ject director for
the past three
years,

Orta, who
was diagnosed
with AIDS in
January, said he
was leaving for health reasons. He and the
ALLGO Board of Directors created a con-
tingency plan at the time to reduce his
workload, protect the organization’s infra-
structure and to attempt to reduce his
stress level, Orta said.

The last point of that centingency
plan was for Orta to resign from his posi-
tion and, in July, he notified the board of
his decision to resign.

Orta admits that his decision to step

Josb Ort

ALLGO has begun a national search
for someone to fill the position Orta is
vacating, Michelle Casanova, ALLGO's
executive director, said that the position of
project director has been streamlined to
create the position of project manager. The
organization is publicizing the open posi-
tion throughout Texas as well as in
California and New York,

Filling the position may be difficult.
Before he assumed the position of project
director, the position was open for six
months, Orta said.

“When | was first approached about
the job, I declined,” Orta said. “It's such a
public role. I have very strong family con-
nections and I was apprehensive about
being so public about being gay and HIV-
positive.”

Orta said he finally took the position
because he wanted to validate people's
lives and struggles. “I define social change
organizing as a means of leading by exam-
ple in the struggles that define you,” he
explains.

Casanova said Orta will be missed.

“José is not just an employee,”
Casanova said. “He's a noted figure in the
Austin community—not only in the Latino
community or the gay community, but in
the community at large.” :

Indeed, Orta has been widely recog-
nized for his work, most recently by the
Austin Minority Health Network, which
honored him with an Outstanding Service
Award as Health Professional. “We will
never be able to replace José,” Casanova



Project Transitions Plans ‘Holiday Swing’

Project Transitions will host its 8th
Annual Holiday Swing benefit from 8 p.m.
to 12:30 a.m. Dec. 6 at the Ben Hur
Shrine Ballroom at 4300 Westbank Drive.

The event raises money to help
Project Transitions provide hospice care

and supportive housing for individuals

and families living with HIV/AIDS.

The event will feature music by
Swingtime, holiday food, a cash bar and a
silent auction.

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25
at the door.

Call 512-454-8648 for tickets. @

later was a
board member
and has held the
position of pro-
ject director for
the past three
years.

Orta, who
was diagnosed
with AIDS in
January, said he
was leaving for health reasons. He and the
ALLGO Board of Directors created a con-
tingency plan at the time to reduce his
workload, protect the organization’s infra-
structure and to attempt to reduce his
stress level, Orta said.

The last point of that contingency
plan was for Orta to resign from his posi-
tion and, in July, he notified the board of
his decision to resign.

Orta admits that his decision to step
down from the position of director has not
been easy.

*Of course, I'm having some separa-
tion anxiety,” he said. “But | plan to con-
tinue to be involved with the orgamzatlon

José Orfa

being so public about being gay an HIV-

positive.”

Orta said he finally took the position
because he wanted to validate people’s
lives and struggles. [ define social change
organizing as a means of leading by exam-
ple in the struggles that define you,” he
explains.

Casanova said Orta will be missed.

“José is not just an employee,”
Casanova said. “He's a noted figure in the
Austin community—not only in the Latino
community or the gay community, but in
the community at large.” '

Indeed, Orta has been widely recog-
nized for his work, most recently by the
Austin Minority Health Network, which
honored him with an Ou Service
Award as Health Professional. “We will
never be able to replace Joseé,” Casanova
said. “But I am confident that we will be
able to fill the position.” '

ALLGO/ Informe-SIDA is the largest
of four projects run by the 11-year-old
ALLGO. ©

just not in such a stress-
ful role. I know that with
a life-threatening illness, |
personally should be
working at stepping down
and mentoring others to
continue this important
work.”

Orta said his immedi-
ate plans are to take a
three-month sabbatical.

“I would like time to
be alone, to be peaceful
and to pace myself so that
I can be here to support
our struggles for years to
come,” he said.

After his sabbatical he
plans fo continue working
with ALLGO/ Informe-
SIDA as a volunteer, a
consultant and possibly as
a board member.

Longcope.

Diana Gorham (left), co-chair of the ALLGO Board of
Directors, and Adrianna Ayala were just two of the
happy faces at the Austin Latino/a Lesbian and
Gay Organization’s recent Thanksgiving Potluck
day party? ALLGO is now taking orders for its
famous tamales. Call 472-2001. Photo by Kay
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Special
Rates

on
Office Space

Before signing a
lease at the year’s
end get a month
free rent.

Suites available

at reasonable rates
from 500 sq. ft. -
10,000 sq. f?:

For further

information,
lease call
713) 529-9063

Emirates, Inc.
Serving Montrose

Dedicated to Providing

Affordable Health Care

Proudly Serving Our Community

¥ Guaranteed
membership
acceptance

| ¥ Flexible group
benefits that
meet your needs

W Individual policies
at group rates

Shirley A. Pettis
Independent Enroller

(713) 466-4277
1-888-822-2072

ALLIANCE

AI-H)R.D*\HI !~ 'HEALTH

Apartments adjacent to Memorial Park

=Limited access gates  ePrivate courtyards
sRenovated interiors  Fitness center

s o g
(118) 864-T312
904 Wescott « Houston

' How Us Couopre
Our 90w ﬂﬂmw;nsﬂnul

ILHTHRIHG Wecuw Spcants TR C100 Reiune, Aovisgy

- wﬂt‘ﬁlmum'
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- Yanpi SQuant

N ﬂuusmu ﬁ&mm iww 712.000. 11441 :
Houpay i Rasurs AvaiLapie

Now (poy!

Wisow PLac
WLSTHEIMED 6 JAZARD « 7126220001

Dejinclely Your
Traditional

Let us give thanks.

g@@ﬁg

Thank You Texas
for Making Us
the Top Mortgage Firm
for Our Community!

s Happy
CAPITAL
MORTGAGE 7&2 ”é j oiiie
Zzglfl)::tgak Senior Loan Officers
Suite 530 Kirt Speet 11 Jennifer Harris
' }';Lum 800-289-8671 713-919-5626
713.892-5626 Voice Page 512-208-1681

NE=v o P

November
Dance

Houston Ballet: “The
Nuferacker.” Nov 299ec
29. Wortham Theafre
(enter. 713-5-BALLET.

Exhibits
Continuing
Glassell School of Arf:
“Reconfigured: 6
Approaches fo Figurafive
Painting.” Through Dec 1.
713:639-7500.

Toni Jones Gallery: “Daniel
Lechon,” ]huud1 Dec b.
7135287998

P U i FIN,




For further

I eLimited access gates  ePrivate courtyards
mﬁ, aﬁon’ -Rzr:-ovutcd interiors  =Fitness center
lease C «Two pools sReserved covered
s Air-conditioned parking available
?713) 529'9063 laundry facilities sMetro service
downtown

(713) 864-7812
904 Wescott » Houston

Emirates, Inc.
Serving Montrose

| Apartments adjacent to Memorial Park|

Dejinaiely Your
Traditional

Pamily Dinner [
Definately Rot Your hadiional

a0
Thanksgiving Day
at 11:00 AM
Dinner Served
c:/’/tztzupo&tarz C’wmmleé_g hurch r.?f the flesunrection
1070 Desatur F FHfoustorn, “Fe 77007 F 561-0140

Worship Service
C a at Noon

WINDSOR

CAPITAL
MORTGAGE

2200 Post Oak
Boulevard
Suite 530

Houston
713-892-5626

Kirt Speet II
800-289-8671
Voice Page

for Making Us
the Top Mortgage Firm
for Our Community!

Senior Loan Officers
Jennifer Harris
713-919-5626
512-208-1681
Voice Page

Spectacle Lens Specialist

Custom Frame Coloring
Fashion Coordinator
Handmade Frames

& Duplications

622-4411

The Pavilion

1800 Post Oak
Boulevard

Custom Clip-Ons

Novembeg;
Dance |

Houston Ballet: “The
Nutcracker.” Nov 29-Dec
29. Wortham Theatre
Cenfer. 713-5BALLET,

Exhibits
Continuning

Glossell School of Art;
“Reconfiqured: 6
Approaches fo Figurafive
Painfing.” Through Dec 1.
T13-639-7500.

Toni Jones Gallery: “Doniel
Lechon.” Through Dec 6.
7135287998

Blaffer Gallery (U of H):
“Contemporary Art from
Jopan: Clayworks,
Painting & Sculpture.”
Through Dec 15. 713
7439530.

Housfon Center for
Photography: “When 2 or
Mare; New Typologies” &
“Dan Estabrook: Inferior
Views." Through Dec 22.
713529-4755.

Contemporary Arfs
Museum: “Lori Pifmen”
& “Jesse Amado.
Thiough Dec 31. 713
526:3129.

Mexican Cultural Insfifute:
“Nostalgio: Posters of
Mexican Cinema 1936-
1956." Through Dec.,
1135242951




needed: 5124474212,

Moss for the Anoining of

the Sick. Dec 1, 5:30pm.

The Cathedrol Church of St.
Wary, 203 E. 10th. 512-

472-4540.

Other Happenin

Ihe Tribe: Thanksgiving
%otLuck Dinner. Nov 28,
12:30pm. Comerstone,
134-3280.

\usiin Stonewall Chamber of
‘ommerce Power Breckfost.
lec4, 7:30am. Cafe Soma.
i12-707-3794.

703-8927.
lahiml

gay Ausfin residents).
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Houston Voice Editor Out
After Editorial Dispute

confinued from page 1
be saying, ‘Look at us, we're so good, we
got this award,” and yet, by firing me, they
threw away all of the editorial integrity
that caused them to win the award.”

Bell reportedly drew fire from some
members of the community for her com-
ments in the Nov. 1 installment of her col-
umn “In My Own Voice,” Responding to
criticism raised in the “town hall meeting”
of the Texas Triangle in Austin some
weeks prior, Bell's column was interpreted
as disapproving of the Voice's policy of
running overtly sex-

doing something they didn’t like,” Bell
said. “If there was some kind of problem, I
should have heard about it.”

With Schmidt taking over control of
the front page content, Bell said she felt
that her reputation as editor was compro-
mised. “I could not have my name associ-
ated with an inferior product, nor
something that I find objectionable,” Bell
said.

Bell said she specifically asked Duren
to list her in the Nov. 22 issue only as
copy editor—the only function she per-
formed during that

ual advertising “I really felt betrayed g week—but she

“If people had on that pOl'.l'l.t. This said Duren refused.
actually read that : Bell said she then
column, they would week’s paper seems requested that she

have seen first that
my comments were
personal, not a
reflection of the
paper itself, and sec-
ond that I support

to be saying, ‘Look at us,
we're so good, we got.
this award,’ and yet,

by firing me, they threw

be reassigned to
another facet of the
paper, where she
hoped to maintain
her integrity. Duren
refused again, she

anyone’s right to away all Of the editorial said, stating that the
advertise whatever Y = only position that he
they want,” Bell said,  integrity that caused 1.4 available for her
“I'm not in the busi- them to win the award‘ »#  was that of editor.

ness of cengorship.”

Texas Triangle publisher Kay
Longcope had responded to the column
in a “Letter to the Editor” that Bell said
she was forbidden by the publisher to
print.

Another column, appearing in the
Nov. 15 edition of the Voice, reiterated
Bell's points, explaining clearly that her
opinions were merely opinions. After pub-
lication of this column, however, pub-
lisher Duren stated that he felt that he
couldn’t trust Bell to write an editorial

“Since there was no
way that I could be an editor under those
conditions, and since he made no other
place for me, I was forced to leave the
company,” Bell said.

Bell said she does not see her
removal as based on a rational business
or employment decision. In recent issues,
the Voice had been conducting a reader
poll for feedback from the community.
Although the survey review has not been
completed, the results appear to be
largely favorable of her work, she said.

{
e
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1 News

HRC’s Birch to Join
Houston Panel Discussion

uman Rights Campaign

Executive Director Elizabeth

Birch will join with local offi-

clals and activists for a panel
discussion on national and local political
victories and challenges for the gay and
lesbian community at a Houston “Town
Hall Meeting” on Dec. 2.

The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. at
the West End Multi-Service Center at 170
Heights Blvd. between [-10 and
Washington Avenue.

In addition to Birch, the panel will
include former Houston Gay and Lesbian
Political Caucus President Annise Parker,
HGLPC Board Chair Matthew Huston and
Tom Combs, an openly gay aide to U.S.
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Houston.
Parker will moderate the panel discussion.

“The panelists will give a report on
the state of gay politics in America, as well
as here in our local community, and
answer questions from the audience,”
said Clarence Bagby, an HRC Houston
Steering Committee member.

“Elizabeth wanted to come to
Houston to hear first hand from the com-

munity about our priorities and goals as a
community,” said Shelley Porter, a
Houston member of the HRC Board of
Governors.

Birch will be meeting individually
with community leaders and activists
during her visit on Monday and Tuesday,
according to Porter.

HRC's Houston Steering Committee
includes Porter, also the HRC Houston city
representative; Bagby and Sandra Hall,
co-chairs of the Houston Federal Club;
Denay Hudson and Trey Yates, members
of the Board of Governors and co-chairs of
the May, 1997 Alley Theater Event;
Deborah Seitzer, co-chair of the 1997
Valentine's Day HRC Red Tie Ball; and
Ron Grose, co-chair of the Spring 1997
Bowl Over Bigots bowling tournament.

The Human Rights Campaign lobbies
Congress, provides campaign support and
educates the public on issues important
to the gay and lesbian community.

For mare information about HRC and
to send an instant e-mail to your member
of Congress, check out HRC's Online
Action Center on the World Wide Web at
hitp:/ /www.hrcusa.org© e
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ness of cengorship.”

Texas Triangle publisher Kay
Longcope had responded to the column
in a “Letter to the Editor” that Bell said
she was forbidden by the publisher to
print.

Another column, appearing in the
Nov. 15 edition of the Voice, reiterated
Bell's points, explaining clearly that her
opinions were merely opinions. After pub-
lication of this column, however, pub-
lisher Duren stated that he felt that he
couldn't trust Bell to write an editorial
without his prior approval, regardless of
the content of the column, Bell said.

‘I'd wanted to do a ‘remember when'
piece on some of the old dyke bars from a
while back,” Bell said.

Duren's reasons for his decision, Bell
said, were based on complaints from
advertisers and from the community,
although Bell was given no names, busi-
nesses or correspondence to substantiate
Duren’s claims. Bell did not write a col-
umn for the Nov. 22 issue.

“No one came to me—not in person,
in writing, nothing—to tell me that I was

“Since there was no
way that I could be an editor under those
conditions, and since he made no other
place for me, I was forced to leave the
company,” Bell said.

Bell said she does not see her
removal as based on a rational business
or employment decision. In recent issues,
the Voice had been conducting a reader
poll for feedback from the community.
Although the survey review has not been
completed, the results appear to be
largely favorable of her work, she said.

“I can't help but feel that (Duren) was
creating a situation which he knew |
would object to,” Bell said. “I didn't even
see the (Nov. 22) paper until Saturday
night, and I noted that there were a great
many more ads than usual which showed
graphic pictures of men. I'm wondering if
that was something in the works behind
my back.”

Bell said she had written a farewell
letter to be run in the last issue of the
Voice but the publisher refused to run it.
Her letter to the Triangle may be found
on page 3 of this issue of the Triangle. o

New PFLAG Chapter Names Leaders

he recently founded Galveston
County Chapter of Parents,
Families, & Friends of Lesbians

- and Gays (PFLAG) has chosen Susan

Quinn Bryan and Janet Cohen as its first
co-presidents. . it

The organization also has named
Donna Johnson as its first secretary and

Eileen and Ronnie Penn as its first co-
treasurers

_ Galveston PFLAG meets the third

Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. at the
Health Merchant on the corner of 27th
and Broadway in Galveston. The next
meeting is scheduled for Dec. 15.
Meetings are open to everyone, and mem-
bers may also attend PFLAG meetings in
other cities.

The Galveston Helpline phone num-
ber is 409-744-7558. The North
Galveston County Helpline number is still

|, 713-338-1228 or 481-1692,9

mciuge Tormer HMouston way ana Lespian
Political Caucus President Annise Parker,
HGLPC Board Chair Matthew Huston and
Tom Combs, an openly gay aide to U.S.
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Houston.
Parker will moderate the panel discussion.

“The panelists will give a report on
the state of gay politics in America; as well
as here in our local community, and
answer questions from the audience,”
said Clarence Bagby, an HRC Houston
Steering Committee member.

“Elizabeth wanted to come to
Houston to hear first hand from the com-

e mMay, 1997 Alley Theat
Deborah Seitzer, co-chair of the 1
Valentine’'s Day HRC Red Tie Ball; and
Ron Grose, co-chair of the Spring 1997
Bowl Over Bigots bowling tournament.

The Human Rights Campaign lobbies
Congress, provides campaign support and
educates the public on issues important
to the gay and lesbian community.

For more information about HRC and
to send an instant e-mail to your member
of Congress, check out HRC's Online
Action Center on the World Wide Web at
http:/ /umrw.hmusa.mgo - g




8 ;\THE TEXAS TRIANGiF v NOVEMBER 28, 1996

Scientists Debate New
AIDS Drug Effectiveness

AITHERSBURG, Md. (AP)—

Scientific advisers deadlocked

last week over whether to

allow AIDS patients to buy a
new drug, citing conflicting evidence
over whether it works and who should
use it.

Pharmacia & Upjohn had a:gued that
delavirdine would help kill the HIV virus
in early-stage patients’ blood and slightly
boost their immune system when used in
combination with older medicines.

But the improvement was so slight—
and the drug failed to do any good for
late-stage patients—that advisers to the
Food and Drug Administration were left
wondering how any doctor would know
how to prescribe delavirdine.

“We're in a tough position,” said Dr.
Wayne Greaves of Howard University
Hospital, before the panel voted 4-4 on
whether the drug should be approved.
“There are still patients who need addi-
tional drugs.”

“A year ago, I would have viewed this
very differently,” said Dr. Christopher
Mathews of the University of California,
San Diego, who questioned approving a
drug that showed such minimal effect
when just this year three powerful new

medicines began selling, promising
patients significant improvement.

But the panel urged the FDA not to
make a final decision until doctors finish
analyzing an additional study fo confirm
the drug's impact, data due to be com-
pleted in mid-January.

The tie vote came after mothers tear-
fully protested that Pharmacia, like
almost every AIDS drug manufacturer,
had not even begun testing to determine

whether delavirdine would help HIV-

infected children.

Of the nine AIDS drugs sold as of last
week, only three are approved for chil-
dren’s 'use—and they do not include the
newest, most potent AIDS therapies. The
mothers accused drug makers and the
FDA of ignoring children’s desperate need
in the race to sell AIDS medicines to
adults,

“Love will not stop the virus,” said
Deborah Scheer of Sonoma County,
Calif., as her HIV-infected son, Dylan,
gazed at the panelists. “I cannot protect
him alone and I need your help."

The panel issued a stern warning to
drug makers not to seek approval for any
more AIDS therapies without at least pre-

liminary testing in children. @

.If the world doesn’t seem filled with

stupid politicians and corporate crooks,
1t’s only because You don’t read

Now available at B. Dalton, Barnes & Noble, Bookstop, Borders.
For additional locations or to subscribe. call 512/477.0746.

National News Briefs

Compiled by Keith Clark
Pioneering with the virus.
e e Proceeds from the foundation’s fund
PS"’.O'O"" p'es raising at the game will go to local

0OS ANGELES—Dr. Evelyn

Hooker, whose psychological

research on homosexuality in the
1950s eventually led the American
Psychiatric Association to eliminate
“homosexuality” from its Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Psychiatric
Disorders in 1973, has died at the age of
89.

Dr. Hooker was the subject of the
1992 documentary film “Changing Our
Minds,” which was nominated for an
Academy Award.

HIV Care in Rural
Kentucky Surveyed

CHICAGO—Researchers with the
University of Kentucky report in the
Archives of Family Medicine that a signifi-
cant portion of people infected with HIV
and living in rural areas of Kentucky seek
testing and treatment in urban areas.

The researchers reported that 74 per-
cent of rural HIV-positive Kentuckians
traveled outside their home county for
care, with 64 percent of them traveling to
a nearby urban area.

The researchers said that the patients
they interviewed reported they had gone
to urban areas outside their counties
because of concerns over confidentiality,
because they felt physicians in larger
cities would be more informed about HIV
treatment or because they were referred

tn annther dortnr

HIV/AIDS groups, including the Stanford
Positive Care Clinic and ARIS of Santa
Clara County.

Stanford defeated Washington State
33-17.

Arkansas Preps Move
on Anti-Marriage Bill

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—The Arkansas
General Assembly doesn’t convene until
Jan. 13, but one of the issues lawmakers
there have already put on the table for
this legislative session includes a measure
that would outlaw same-sex marriages in
the state.

Several dozen states have already
approved similar laws that would refuse
to recognize same-sex marriages in their
states, even if legally performed else-
where.

HIV Home Testing
Making Progress

DEERFIELD, Ill.—Walgreens, the
country's largest retail drugstore chain
with some 2,200 stores in 34 states, has
begun selling the Home Access Express
HIV-1 Test System, made by Home
Access Health.

The home test instructs users to col-
lect a blood sample and send it to a lab
for testing, receiving results in three busi-
ness days.
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~ Wayne Greaves of Howard University
Hospital, before the panel voted 4-4 on
whether the drug should be approved.
“There are still patients who need addi-
tional drugs.”

“A year ago, | would have viewed this
very differently,” said Dr. Christopher
Mathews of the University of California,
San Diego, who questioned approving a
drug that showed such minimal effect
when just this year three powerful new

in the race to sell AIDS medicines to |

adults.

“Love will not stop the virus,” said
Deborah Scheer of Sonoma County,
Calif., as her HIV-infected son, Dylan,
gazed at the panelists. “I cannot protect
him alone and I need your help.”

The panel issued a stern warning to
drug makers not to seek approval for any
more AIDS therapies without at least pre-

liminary testing in children. @

.If the world doesn’t seem filled with

stupid politicians and corporate crooks,
it’s only because you don’t read
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A word synonymous with caring. At Mail Order Meds, we care about you. We offer
you a full service mail order pharmacy with one objective in mind, saving you time and
money. Our clinical pharmacists are available to educate and answer any questions
you may have about your medications. MOM offers you:

Free Membership e Toll-Free Ordering « Automatic Refill Service
Free Insurance Claim Filing » Fast Nationwide Shipping » Assured Confidentiality
» Full Line of Vitamins and Supplements

Today's world is complicated enough and at Mail Order Meds we help try to make it a
little bit better, by giving you the best possible service to be found and the satisfaction
of knowing the we really do care about you. Call MOM today!

800-700-6202

E-Maill: mom@bizpro.com Wab Site: hitp:liwww.bizpro.com/mom
MOM accepts most insurance plans, prescription drug cards and Medicare/Medicaid.
Visa, MasterCard, American Exprass and the Discover Card accepted.

MO M

Mail Order Meds, Inc.
P.O. Box 180007 + Austin, TX 78718-0007 « Phone: 512-458-81 81/« Fax: 800-700-8106
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Kentucky Surveyed

CHICAGO—Researchers with the
University of Kentucky report in the
Archives of Family Medicine that a signifi-
cant portion of people infected with HIV
and living in rural areas of Kentucky seek
testing and treatment in urban areas.

The researchers reported that 74 per-
cent of rural HIV-positive Kentuckians
traveled outside their home county for
care, with 64 percent of them traveling to
a nearby urban area.

The researchers said that the patients
they interviewed reported they had gone
to urban areas outside their counties
because of concerns over confidentiality,
because they felt physicians in larger
cities would be more informed about HIV
treatment or because they were referred
to another doctor.

The researchers say doctors deliver-
ing primary care in rural areas should

receive more training in diagnosing and
treating HIV and related illnesses.

Stanford Hosts AIDS
Sports Event

PALO ALTO, Calif—When the San
Francisco Giants became the first profes-
sional sports team in the U.S. to host a
fund-raising benefit for AIDS education
and treatment in 1993, it made national
news. ,

But an equally important break-
through was achieved during the Nov. 16
football game between Stanford University
and Washington State University when
host Stanford became the first university
sports department to sponsor an AIDS
awareness and education event.

The Until There's a Cure Foundation
joined the halftime events on the field to
raise funds and underscore the impor-
tance of younger Americans—like those
attending the game—doing everything
they can to keep from getting infected

the state.

Several dozen states have already
approved similar laws that would refuse
to recognize same-sex marriages in their
states, even if legally performed else-
where.

HIV Home Testing
Making Progress

DEERFIELD, Ill.—Walgreens, the
country’s largest retail drugstore chain
with some 2,200 stores in 34 states, has
begun selling the Home Acceless Express
HIV-1 Test System, made by Home
Access Health.

The home test instructs users to col-
lect a blood sample and send it to a lab
for testing, receiving results in three busi-
ness days.

Meanwhile, the manufacturers of the
first home HIV test, Confide, have
reported that 99 percent of customers
tested with the unit are HIV-negative and
only 1 percent are positive.

It also says that 96 percent of the
testers call for their results, compared
with the 67 percent who return to public
test sites for results.

Hey, Pass That
‘Jungle Red #4,"
Would Ya Fred?

NEW YORK—Allure, the makeup
magazine, reports that San Franciscans
buy more lipstick and eyeliner per capita
than residents of any other area in the
country.

The savvy women'’s magazine says
this may be because of what it calls “the
Castro Street factor,” giving lipstick and
eyeliner manufacturers a larger potential
market among San Francisco's gay men—
and presumably its “lipstick lesbians,” too.

No wonder San Francisco ofien pro-
motes itself as “the city that knows how.”
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By JUSTIN HYDE
Associated Press Writer

ETROIT (AP)}—A homosex-

ual man paralyzed in a gay-

bashing attack as a security

guard stood by has won a
$10 million judgment from Pinkerton's
Security and Investigation, the guard’s
employer.

Sean McBride, 28, was shot six times
and beaten outside his apartment build-
ing in January 1994 by three men who
had taunted him for being gay.

His lawyer, Carol McNeilage, said the
20-year-old female security guard
watched as McBride was harassed several
times during a half-hour period, and even
laughed at some of the insults.

A spokesman for Pinkerton's, Dereck
Andrade, said the company would appeal
the Nov. 21 verdict.

“Our position has been and remains
that Pinkerton acted appropriately and
could not have prevented the incident
from occurring,” he said.

McBride testified he first encountered
the three men in the apartment building
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Man Wins $ 10 Million
in Gay-Bashing Trial

lobby as he returned from work, then
passed them twice more when he went
out for a snack. Each time, the men
swore and shouted slurs at him.

The guard did nothing, except laugh
at some of the taunts. “He thought she
(the Pinkerton guard) would have gotten
them out of there,” McNeilage said.

When McBride realized he had forgot-
ten part of his snack, he went back
through the lobby. The men followed him
outside and attacked him.

McBride sued Pinkerton's and the
apartment management company in
November 1994, claiming they were negli-
gent. The management company was
later dismissed as a defendant.

The jury ordered Pinkerton to pay $6
million for McBride's paralysis and $4
million in other-damages.

One of the three attackers was never
caught. A second was convicted of assault
and firearms charges and sentenced to
up to four years in prison, The third, a
juvenile at the time, pleaded no contest to
assault and firearms charges and will
remain in custody until he turns 21 in

July.©

Virginia Councilor Wants Same-Sex Marriages

ALEXANDRIA, Va.—Lonnie Rich, a member of Alexandria city council, has suggested
that Virginia consider legalizing same-sex marriages—a proposal almost no one in the
city’s government thinks has any chance of being acted on—including Rich himself.

Rich said he would like to see the proposal included in the city’s “wish list” to state
lawmakers, although he said he would be “shocked” if it actually passed.

Among other things, Rich said that the measure might “promote stable families,"
reduce promiscuity and possibly slow the spread of HIV.

—Keith Clark
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Unsafe Haven: Survey Shows
Sovth Beach Home of Rlsky Sex

By WILL LESTER

IAMI (AP)—People who

come to South Beach, the

trendy Art Deco district at

the southern tip of Miami
Beach, "seem to think they're on a holiday
from everything—including AIDS,” says a
ploneering AIDS researcher.

But a new study released this week in
New York City shows that HIV infections
are rampant in the resort community and
many gay men who must know better are
practicing unsafe sex. South Beach is a
popular destination for gays from around
the country. :

Dr. William Darrow, one of the early
researchers to help discover the spread of
the disease in the 1980s, said his survey
showed three
fourths of the
men declining to
follow safe sex

“Most recent studies
have shown that if you

Beach men in both age groups had partic-
ipated in unprotected anal sex in the last
year, the survey found.

That rate is far higher than the one-
in-four gay men in San Francisco who
participated in unprotected sex over the
course of a year, Osmond said.

"We've got an AIDS epidemic among
gay and bisexual men in South Florida,”
said Darrow, a professor at Florida
International University who worked at
the Centers of Disease Control in
Atlanta when reports first began arriving
that gay men were dying at an alarming
rate.

The investigative work done by Dr.
Darrow and his colleagues at the CDC led
to the first solid understanding of how
AIDS was spread, documented in the late
Randy Shilts’ book "And the Band Played
On."

The new study
raised concerns
about efforts to

practices. rovide and bisex control the:

“Most recent P gay ual men spread of AIDS in
studies have  with accurate information  the gay commu-
shown that if you . nity here, Darrow
provide gay and on safe sex and give them said, noting the
bisexual men incidence  of

with accurate
information on
safe sex and give
them motivation
they will protect
themselves,”
Darrow said. “That's not true in South
Beach.”

motivation they will protect
themselves. That's not true
in South Beach."”’

unprotected sex
among the older
men was even
more surprising.
One problem
may be increased
optimism that a cure for AIDS is within

reanh Narrooar oaid

Dr. William Darrow



~A'spokesman for Pinkerton’s, Dereck
Andrade, said the company would appeal
the Nov. 21 verdict.

“Our position has been and remains
that Pinkerton acted appropriately and
could not have prevented the incident
from oceurring,” he said.

McBride testified he first encountered
the three men in the apartment building

million in other damages.

One of the three attackers was never
caught. A second was convicted of assault
and firearms charges and sentenced to
up to four years in prison. The third, a
juvenile at the time, pleaded no contest to
assault and firearms charges and will
remain in custody until he turns 21 in

July.©

Virginia Councilor Wanis Same-Sex Marriages

ALEXANDRIA, Va.—Lonnie Rich, a member of Alexandria city council, has suggested
that Virginia consider legalizing same-sex marriages—a proposal almost no one in the
city’s government thinks has any chance of being acted on—including Rich himself.

Rich said he would like to see the proposal included in the city’s “wish list” to state
lawmakers, although he said he would be “shocked" if it actually passed.

Among other things, Rich said that the measure might “promote stable families,”
reduce promiscuity and possibly slow the spread of HIV.

—KReith Clark

popular destination for gays from around
the country. ;

Dr. William Darrow, one of the early
researchers to help discover the spread of
the disease in the 1980s, said his survey
showed three
fourths of the

men declining to g raised concerns
follow safe sex have shown that l-‘fyou about efforts to
practices. rovide and bisexu control the:

“Most recent P 99y al men spread of AIDS in
studies  have with accurate information the gay commu-
shown that if you nity here, Darrow

provide gay and
bisexual men
with accurate
information on
safe sex and give
them motivation
they will protect
themselves,”
Darrow said. "That's not true in South
Beach."

Darrow released his final study at the
annual meeting of the American Public
Health Association in New York City.
Preliminary results were first publicized at
the 11th International Conference on
AIDS in Vancouver last summer.

His 1996 survey through October
found that one in six men aged 18 to 29
were infected with the AIDS virus, a rate
almost as high as that reported in a simi-
lar 1994 study of gay males that age in
San Francisco, long the epicenter of the
AIDS crisis among gay males.

The HIV infection rate among gay
men in San Franecisco in the mid 1980s
was as high as 50 percent, but that has
dropped slightly to about 40 percent, said
Dennis Osmond, an epidemiologist at the
University of California-San Franeisco.

Darrow surveyed 87 gay and bisex-

ual residents of the Art Deco district of

Miami Beach between 18 and 29 years
old and another 70 who were 30 and
older. The infection rate among men age
30 and older in South Beach was two out
of five,

Almost three fourths of the South

“Most recent studies

on safe sex and give them
motivation they will protect
themselves. That’s not true
in South Beach.”

Darrow and his colleagues at the CDC led
to the first solid understanding of how
AIDS was spread, documented in the late
Randy Shilts’ book “And the Band Played
On.”

The new study

said, noting the
incidence  of
unprotected sex
among the older
men was even
more surprising.

One problem
may be increased
optimism that a cure for AIDS is within
reach, Darrow said.

“Significant numbers of gay men
may believe that there is a cure," he
said, noting recent reports that pro-
tease inhibitors and combination thera-
pies have been effective in fighting
AIDS in the short run. "One hypothesis
is that gay men are reacting to this bit
of news by throwing caution to the
wind."

But Darrow said the study has raised
many new questions about how to change
sexual behaviors.

“Quite frankly, we don't know quite
what to do at this point,” Darrow said.

Gary Knight, an administrator with a
Miami Beach AIDS clinie, said he's
worked for the last 18 months on a task
force trying to stem the rate of AIDS infec-
tion in the region. The groups have
worked to raise awareness with owners of
bars and nightclubs in South Beach'’s
hyperactive social scene as well as placed
decals in likely locations reminding of the
dangers of AIDS,

“After hearing the survey’s numbers, |
kind of felt like falling on my sword,”
Knight said,©

Dr. William Darrow
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The '97 'Gay Agenda’

continued from page 1
gressive state and I could just add those
words, but we don't,” she said.

he hate-crimes bill, which

already has been filed in the

state Senate by state Sen.

Rodney Ellis, D-Houston, is
modeled after similar legislation that has
passed court scrutiny in Wisconsin.
Hardy-Garcia said keeping the same lan-
guage was important to countering argu-
ments from opponents that the bill would
be unconstitutional.

LGRL will lobby on other issues
important to transgendered people, how-
ever, Hardy-Garcia said.

Those issues include passing a law
that bars employment discrimination
based on gender identity and supporting
the ability of people to have gender reas-
signed on their Texas driver’s licenses.

Hardy-Garcia said lobbying efforts on
such issues is important because trans-
gendered people are harmed by the same
kinds of discrimination faced by gay men
and lesbians and because bills specifically
addressing gay and lesbian concerns
often do not include specific concerns of
transgendered people.

“LGRL will lobby actively on transgen-
der issues this time because it's painful
for them to be left 6ut this way,” she said.

Other LGRL goals during the session
include:

s passing a law that provides civil
penalities for hate crimes;

s increasing funding for police train-
ing on hate-crime issues;

» increasing funding for HIV/AIDS
services, medication programs and pre-
vention efforts;

» passing a bill barring employment
discrimination based on sexual orientation;

Pushes Hate Crimes, Trans #ﬁ@ﬁ”ksﬁ

* defeating a bill filed by state Rep.
Warren Chisum, R-Pampa, that would
amend the state's Family Code, reinforc-
ing existing state laws barring same-sex
marriage;

» enacting into law a measure that
protects students from discrimination
based on sexual orientation in publiec
schools, colleges and universities;

¢ and defeating efforts to enact a
measure called initiative and referendum,
which would allow citizens to gather peti-
tion signatures for putting issues on a ref-
erendum ballot.

Hardy-Garcia said LGRL will oppose
initiative and referendum because well-
funded organizations, especially those
that oppose equal rights for gay men and
lesbians, would be able to use the process
to enact anti-gay measures.

“We know it will be dominated...by
people who have a lot of money,” she said.

1

Hardy-Garcia pointed to the passage
by referendum’ of Amendment 2 in
Colorado in 1992. Amendment 2, which
earlier this year was ruled unconstitu-
tional by the U.S. Supreme Court, barred

the state of Colorado, cities or other gov-

ernmental bodies from passing laws pro-
tecting gay men and lesbians from
discrimination.

The LGRL workshop, which was co-
hosted by the Austin Leshian/Gay Political
Caucus, included a description of the leg-
islative matching program. The program
will match at least one volunteer with each
state legislative district. Each volunteer
will lobby his or her district’s legislator on
gay and lesbian issues and will build a list
of other people in the district who also will
write letters, call or visit the legislator.

Those who wish to volunteer to work
with the program should call LGRL at
512-474-5475.9

World News Briefs

Compiled by Keith Clark

Researchers Report
Prostitutes with HIV Immunity

ONDON—Researchers from Kenya and Canada have

reported in the British medical journal Lancet that they

have found a group of prostitutes in Nairobi who seem
resistant or possibly even naturally immune to HIV infection
despite repeated exposure to the virus.

It is the second study to find a group of Africans who seem
resistant to HIV, The researchers said the women did not seem to
have the same genetic mutation as some Caucasians shown to be
resistant to infection reported earlier this year.

Dr. Francis Plummer and colleagues at the University of Manitoba
studied 424 prostitutes in Nairobi, Kenya, between 1985 and 1994. All
were free of HIV infection at the beginning of the study and, during the
10years they studied the women. many became infected.

visor brought by a heterosexual woman who worked for the
London-based Taylorplan Services, sometimes cleaning the
offices of Scottish Secretary Michael Forsyth.

The tribunal unanimously ruled Carol Connor's story of
being given sex toys and sexually touched by her openly lesbian
boss Kay Baille were fabrications and that Connor had "defamed”
the former employer in the case, ordering her to pay Taylorplan
Services about $560 for costs involved in defending itself and
Baille against the charges.

Baille and Taylorplan have maintained throughout the
case that Connor was lazy and unreliable in her work, pro-
vided extensive documentation of poor performance evalua-
tions of the woman's work, and insisted that her complaint
was simply a vindictive move on her part since she thought
Baille would be vulnerable to such harassment charges
because of her sexual orientation.

D.C. Giving PWAs
Water Filters

WASHINGTON—People with AIDS in
the nation’s capital are being given gov-
ernment-funded carbon water filters in an
effort to reduce their exposure to danger-
ous high levels of bacteria in the District’s
water system.

Earlier this year, the Environmental
Protection Agency ordered several hun-
dred U.S. cities to monitor their water
systems for possible dangers to people
with compromised immune systems

While some cities, such'as Seattle,
Tampa and Milwaukee, showed low risks
to AIDS patients from their water sys-
tems, other cities, including Atlanta,
Dallas, Minneapolis, Newark, NJ, St.
Petersburg, Fla., and Washington, were of
concern because of inadequate water
monitoring programs.
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World News Briefs

Compiled by Keith Clark

Researchers Report
Prostitutes with HIV Immunity

ONDON—Researchers from Kenya and Canada have

reported in the British medical journal Lancet that they

have found a group of prostitutes in Nairobi who seem
resistant or possibly even naturally immune to HIV infection
despite repeated exposure to the virus.

It is the second study to find a group of Africans who seem
resistant to HIV. The researchers said the women did not seem to
have the same genetic mutation as some Caucasians shown to be
resistant to infection reported earlier this year.

Dr. Francis Plummer and colleagues at the University of Manitoba
studied 424 prostifutes in Nairobi, Kenya, between 1985 and 1994. All
were free of HIV infection at the beginning of the study and, during the
10 years they studied the women, many became infected.

But 43 never became infected, despite what must fave been
repeated exposures to the virus, Plummer’s group reported in the
journal.

Two Commit Suicide in Toilet-
Sex Police Sting

STIRLING, Scotland—Two men have committed suicide after
a hidden spy camera set up by police in a public toilet recorded
them having sex with men.

In October a 60-year-old worker, Michael Cummings, leaped
to his death from a bridge after he was charged with having pub-
lic sex as a result of the TV monitoring of the public bathrooms.

Then in mid-November, a Stirling council community worker,
Cameron Daisley, hanged himself in his home after police con-
fronted him with the videotaped evidence of public sex. Two more
men still face charges in the spy camera operation.

Panel Rules Harassment
Charges a Lie

EDINBURGH, Scotland—A Scottish industrial tribunal has
dismissed a case charging sexual harassment by a lesbian super-

visor brought by a heterosexual woman who worked for the
London-based Taylorplan Services, sometimes cleaning the
offices of Scottish Secretary Michael Forsyth.

The tribunal unanimously ruled Carol Connor's story of
being given sex toys and sexually touched by her openly lesbian
boss Kay Baille were fabrications and that Connor had “defamed”
the former employer in the case, ordering her to pay Taylorplan
Services about $560 for costs involved in defending itself and
Baille against the charges.

Baille and Taylorplan have maintained throughout the
case that Connor was lazy and unreliable in her work, pro-
vided extensive documentation of poor performance evalua-
tions of the woman's work, and insisted that her complaint
was simply a vindictive move on her part since she thought
Baille would be vulnerable to such harassment charges
because of her sexual orientation.

British Police Recruit
Gays, Lesbians

LONDON—Britain's South Yorkshire police force has taken
out ads in the UK's Gay Times to recruit gay and lesbian officers.
The ad—headlined “Fancy a Chat with Tom"™—features an officer
and former ballet dancer who works in the region’s recruiting
department. A photograph shows him tilting his helmet to a
jaunty angle.

The initiative is aimed at increasing the number of gays and
lesbians in the force. Earlier this year, the South Yorkshire force
took on a former gay serviceman who had been discharged from
the British armed forces because of his sexual orientation.

Sgt. George Roper of the South Yorkshire police said that
the initiative was designed to ensure the force reflected the
community as a whole. “Just because somebody’s sexual ori-
entation is different doesn't mean they won't make a good
police officer,” Roper said. “In fact, they often make better offi-
cers than their straight colleagues. Gay officers have a great
affinity with people who suffer and are subjected to victimiza-
tion."

London's Metropolitan Police has actively recruited gays and
lesbians for several years, but few police forces outside the capital
have followed the Metropolitan's lead.

D.C. lefng PWAs
Water Filters

WASHINGTON—People with AIDS in
the nation's capital are being given gov-
ernment-funded carbon water filters in an
effort to reduce their exposure to danger-
ous high levels of bacteria in the District's
water system.

Earlier this year, the Environmental
Protection Agency ordered several hun-
dred U.S. cities to menitor their water
systems for possible dangers to people
with compromised immune systems.

While some cities, such'as Seattle,
Tampa and Milwaukee, showed low risks
to AIDS patients from their water sys-
tems, other cities, including Atlanta,
Dallas, Minneapolis, Newark, NJ, St.
Petersburg, Fla., and Washington, were of
concern because of inadequate water
monitoring programs.

The D.C. government, using federal
and city funds, has distributed about 600
of the filters to people with AIDS through
the organization Food and Friends.

City officials say:they're also working
to try to get Medicaid approval for pur-
chase of the filters as a health necessity
for people with AIDS. —KC

Santa Clara Stalls
on Pariner Benefits

SAN JOSE, Calif.—The Santa Clara
County board of supervisors has decided
not to decide what to do about a stalled
domestic partner registry approved earlier
this year.

After religious conservatives in the
county gathered more than enough signa-
tures on a petition against the measure,
the supervisors were legally required to
either repeal the measure or put it on the
ballot for voters to decide.

But the supervisors decided instead
they would let the new board tackle the
question next year. —KC
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By Gip Plaster
Special to the TRIANGLE

A red ribbon alone is not enough anymore,

Since AIDS began, the world has looked for ways to
raise awareness about the danger of contracting the HIV
virus and to remember those who have died from it. World
AIDS Day ‘was first designated in 1988 to help people
impacted by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus do just
that.

Today HIV is present in virtually every country and
continues to spread. That means the virus affects almost
€veryone in some way.

More than 20 million people may now have the HIV
virus. By the year 2000, 30-40 million people could be
infected, according to World Health Organization projec-
tions.

Almost 40,000 cases of the virus, which was first dis-
covered in this country in 1981, have been reported from
almost evety county in Texas. More than 20,000 Texas
deaths from HIV/AIDS have been reported to the Texas
Department of Health.

Facing numbers like that, communities often feel
powerless against what is now called a “pandemic,” an
epidemic over a wide geographic area. Around Texas and
around the world, though, communities will do what
they can as the planet observes World AIDS Day this
weekend.

In 1988, health ministers from around the world
named Dec. 1 as World AIDS Day, a day that has become
ane of action and observance designed to raise awareness
of AIDS. The day has
been sponsored by the
World Health Organiza-

year a new agency is in charge. UNAIDS, the United
Nations Program on HIV/AIDS, brings WHO together with
the World Bank, UNICEF and other agencies as co-spon-
sors of World AIDS Day.

The day is observed in lots of different ways around
the world and around the state.

In Houston one remembrance will come a day late.
AIDS Foundation Houston will hold a kickoff party for
their January gala “In Your Ear and Off the Wall.”

Since part of the kickoff party is a display of a mural
by local school children, the event cannot be held on Dec.
1 because on World AIDS Day many also observe A Day
Without Art. Art in some museums, galleries and other
locations is covered in shrouds in recognition of the artists
who have died of AIDS.

Elsewhere around the state, other events will also rec-
ognize this year's theme, “One World, One Hope.”

In Dallas participants will gather at a place called
hope, Cathedral of Hope Metropolitan Community
Church, for a service of remembrance and a celebration of
life. Then, worshipers become marchers as traffic is
stopped and the city watches while hundreds make the
‘two-mile trek from the church to the Oak Lawn/Cedar
Springs crossroads.

In Austin the community once again gathers for Body
Count, which organizers said draws attention to the AIDS
crisis and is a way of “remembering those we have lost
and sending a message of hope” to people living with HIV.

Because the Capitol grounds, the traditional site of

WORLD
AlIDS
AY

the observance, are closed, participants will gather at 6
p-m. at the Capitol and walk silently to the Congress
Avenue bridge, where they will lay on the bridge and shine
a flashlight through a muslin cloth placed over them,
symbolizing those who have died from the virus.

“It's a place where people can come together and col-
lectively grieve,” said Sally Jacques, the organizer of the
Austin event. “There are so few ways that we acknowledge
death in our culture.”

The event is being held on a bridge this year because
it’s a “bridge over water” and that is “such a powerful
metaphor,” she said.

“I do it as a public performance statement — a visual
statement,” Jacques said. “It's a powerful image.”

In San Antonio, World AIDS Day will be marked
Sunday and Monday at the city’s Central Library
Auditorium with exhibits representing the HIV/AIDS orga-
nizations in the area that offer prevention, education,
direct and social services to those affected by the disease.

World AIDS Day will be observed in Cyberspace, too.
Many World Wide Web pages turn black for the weekend
in a show of support for A Day Without Graphics,
another part of the observance. World AIDS Day also has
its own site on the Web at http://www.wad.hea.org uk.
(Netscape or another frames-compatible browser is
required.)

For whatever reason people gather on World AIDS
Day and however they observe it, they all hope they are a
part of a tradition that doesn't last much longer. They

hope for a time when

/ @ ﬁ @ AIDS is read about in
nnera srs bensrrisy. @Ille LA .4, history books, not
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everyone in some way.
More than 20 million people may now have the HIV

virus. By the year 2000, 30-40 million people could be
infected, according to World Health Organization projec-
tions,

Almost 40,000 cases of the virus, which was first dis-
covered in this country in 1981, have been reported from
almost evety county in Texas, More than 20,000 Texas
deaths from HIV/AIDS have been reported to the Texas
Department of Health.

Facing numbers like that, communities often feel
powerless against what is now called a “pandemic,” an
epidemic over a wide geographic area. Around Texas and
around the world, though. communities will do what
they can as the planet observes World AIDS Day this
weekend.

In 1988, health ministers from around the world
named Dec. 1 as World AIDS Day, a day that has become
one of action and observance designed to raise awareness
of AIDS. The day has
been sponsored by the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), but this

‘two-mile treK from the church to the Oak LawnyCedar
Springs crossroads.

In Austin the community once again gathers for Body
Count, which organizers said draws attention to the AIDS
crisis and is a way of “remembering those we have lost
and sending a message of hope” to people living with HIV.

Because the Capitol grounds, the traditional site of
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it's a “bridge over water” and that is “such a powerfu;
metaphor,” she said,

“I do it as a public performance statement — a visual
statement,” Jacques said. “It's a powerful image.”

In San Antonio, World AIDS Day will be marked
Sunday and Monday at the city's Central Library
Auditorium with exhibits representing the HIV/AIDS orga-
nizations in the area that offer prevention, education,
direct and social services to those affected by the disease.

World AIDS Day will be observed in Cyberspace, too.
Many World Wide Web pages turn black for the weekend
in a show of support for A Day Without Graphics,
another part of the observance. World AIDS Day also has
its own site on the Web at http://www.wad.hea.org.uk.
(Netscape or another frames-compatible browser is
required.) '

For whatever reason people gather on World AIDS
Day and however they observe it, they all hope they are a
part of a tradition that doesn't last much longer. They

hope for a time when

AIDS is read about in

history books, not
M newspapers. ©
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You Haven’t Been To

- Grandma’s Actic?

Don’t Miss A Uniqfe
Shopping Experience
Grandma’s Attic!

ike

CLANG! CMG! CLANG!

SEAN MOYNIHAN

Get nostalgic at Austin's historic Paramount Theatre this holiday weekend with two
huge movie classics. “Gone With the Wind" shows on the big screen on Nov. 29 at 7:30
P.M. and Nov. 30 at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M. And Judy Garland sings “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas” and “The Trolley Song," among other great songs of filmdom, in “Meet

Martin Scorsese

SUGAR PLUM FAIRY

Clara's back in dream-
land. Houston Ballet pre-
sents its glorious “The
Nutcracker,” complete with
magically flying characters, a
Christmas tree that grows to
40 feet before your very eyes,
an exploding cannon, and
lots of pretty dancing, Nov.
29 through Dec. 29 at
Wortham Theatre Center.

Me In St. Louis,” Dec. 1 at 3, 5:15 and
7:30 P.M. Tickets are $5 for adults.
Call the theater at 512-472-5411.

MOVIE HISTORY

MFA Films (at the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston) continues the
series “The Century of Cinema” with
“A Personal Journey with Martin
Scorsese Through American Movies"
on Nov. 29 and 30. It's a three part
history of American filmmaking nar-
rated by director Scorsese (“Taxi
Driver,” “Raging Bull”). Part one traces
the evolution of three popular movie
genres; part two looks at some of the
filmmakers who bend the rules of
these genres; and part three pays trib-
ute to some great American filmmak-
ers, including Orson Welles and
Stanley Kubrick, Screenings are at
7:30 P.M. Tickets are $5. Call the
museum's film information line at
713-639-7515.

By Dofia Hatch
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Grandma’s Attic!
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new, beautiful & bizarre. We carry
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Marfin Scorsese

SUGAR PLUM FAIRY

Clara’s back in dream-
land. Houston Ballet pre-
sents its glorious “The
Nutcracker,” complete with
magically flying characters, a
Christmas tree that grows to
4() feet before your very eyes,
an exploding cannon, and
lots of pretty dancing, Nov.
29 through Dec. 29 at
Wortham Theatre Center.

CHEAP DATE
*6°*rr 2

HICKORY
STREET

BAR &GRJLLE

Bring in this coupon and 2 persons
may each have their choice of any
Entree, Burger, Sandwich or Food

Bar Combo for just $6.95.

Valid weekdays after 3pm,
Anytime weekends thru 12/15/96.

Excludes Food Bar Add-ons.

800 Congress Ave.
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the evolution of three popular movie
genres; part two looks at some of the
filmmakers who bend the rules of
these genres; and part three pays trib-
ute to some great American filmmak-
ers, including Orson Welles and
Stanley Kubrick. Screenings are at
7:30 P.M. Tickets are $5. Call the
museum's film information line at

713-639-7515.

Call 713-5-BALIET to find out dates and
get tickets.

RAZZLE DAZZLE SHOW TUNES

The Bishop's Hall Chamber Concert Series
at Austin's Cathedral Church of St. Mary
presents “Three Divas and Deb: A Stage
and Screen Revue," Nov. 30 at 8 PM. The
San Antonio ensemble, which the San
Antonio Mercury Express called “a razzle
dazzle of pure delight...," performs comical
and romantical selections. Donations will
be accepted at the door to benefit Faith
Home, an Austin hospice for children with
AIDS. Call 512-472-4540 to find out more.

ARF!

Theatre Under the Stars presents the
20th anniversary, Broadway-bound
revival of “Annie,” Nov. 29 through Dec.
15 at the Music Hall in Houston.
Altogether now: “TOMORROW! TOMOR-
ROW! I LOVE YA! TOMORROW!..."
Leapin’ lizards! Call TUTS at 713-622-
TUTS or 800-766-6048.9
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By Doiia Hatch
TRIANGLE Staff

% he New York Post describes
Tony Award winner Mandy
* Patinkin as, "The greatest
entertainer on Broadway
today - period.”

It is no wonder. Patinkin burst onto
the stape at the Paramount on
Saturday with all of the energy of a
locomotive and was relentlessly enter-
taining the entire evening,

The set was an undressed set,
revealing the stage that actors work on
while in rehearsal. The mood was set
for a very intimate evening.

Question: How can you experience
an intimate evening in a sold-out the-
ater with 1200 audience members?
Answer: Mandy Patinkin., Patinkin has
the remarkable talent for being able to
embrace everyone present through his
honesty as a performer. -

This honesty is achieved by not
only singing in that very unique
Patinkin style. but through crafting the
delivery of each song as if each is a
short story.

Patinkin showcased a varied reper-
toire performing old vaudevillian selec-

tions, songs from his album releases.

which ineclude songs by Stephen
Sondheim, Rodgers and Hammerstein,
Irving Berlin, Randy Newman, Harry
Chapin, along with some catchy
Yiddish numbers.

In 1990 he released his second
. recording entitled, “Mandy Patinkin In

Concert: Dress Casual,” which explains
why he wore a black t-shirt and tennis

"""Mandy is Dandy

Mandy Patinkin

shoes. Patinkin comes prepared to
work and work he does.

He had the audience on their feet
when he sang “Trouble” from “The
Music Man.” He had the audience play-
ing with him, singing, clapping and
generally having a great time as he

@Il ﬁe‘a%er

worked up a sweat singing his soul out
while tellmg the River City story about
the evils of a pool hall coming to their
community.

The show came to an absolute
stand still when he performed “Honey
Bun,” from Rodgers and Hammerstein's
“South Pacific.” This is really a rather

—

ke

silly song, but he was able to engage
the audience by taking what appeared
to be three rather shy audience mem-
bers and having them perform a very
large and long sing-a-long. The audi-
ence loved it.

This was particularly funny
because one of the individuals he
pulled on stage was a retired doctor
who was very interested in Patinkin's
doctor role on Chicago Hope and they
did a five minute shtick on that alone.

As funny as Patinkin was, he was
able to change moods and take the
audience right along with him. You
could have heard a pin drop when he
performed “Bring Him Home" from “Les
Miserable."

f course it would not have
been a complete Mandy
Patinkin concert without
hearing some of Stephen
Sondheim’s work, to which his voice is
so well suited. He sang from “Sunday
in the Park with George,” with all of the
intensity of the George Seurat charac-
ter for which he was nominated for a
Tony award. He also revealed a very
tender side of himself when he sang
“Children Will Listen” from “Into the
Woods,” to close his performance.

At this point I was a little con-
cerned because he had not sung any-
thing from “Evita,” the Andrew Lloyd
Weber musical in which he won the
Tony for his portrayal of Che. I was not
disappointed for long. His first encore
was indeed from “Evita.” I could leave
now, knowing that I had seen the best
that Broadway has to offer. 9
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" embrace everyone present t_hrough his

honesty as a performer. -

This honesty is achieved by not
only singing in that very unique
Patinkin style, but through crafting the
delivery of each song as if each is a
short story.

Patinkin showcased a varied reper-
toire performing old vaudevillian selec-
tions, songs from his album releases
which include songs by Stephen
Sondheim, Rodgers and Hammerstein,
Irving Berlin, Randy Newman, Harry
Chapin, along with some catchy
Yiddish numbers.

In 1990 he released his second

. recording entitled, *"Mandy Patinkin In

Concert: Dress Casual,” which explains
why he wore a black t-shirt and tennis

shoes. Patinkin comes prepéred to
work and work he does.

He had the audience on their feet
when he sang “Trouble” from “The
Music Man.” He had the audience play-
ing with him, singing, clapping and
generally having a great time as he

0n ﬁea{er

worked up a sweat singing his soul out
while telling the River City story about
the evils of a pool hall coming to their
community.

The show came to an absolute
stand still when he performed “Honey
Bun,"” from Rodgers and Hammerstein's
“South Pacific.” This is really a rather

v'_hearing some of Stephen

Sondheim's work, to which his voice is
so well suited. He sang from “Sunday
in the Park with George,” with all of the
intensity of the George Seurat charac-
ter for which he was nominated for a
Tony award. He also revealed a very
tender side of himself when he sang
“Children Will Listen” from “Into the
Woods,” to close his performance.

At this point I was a little con-
cerned because he had not sung any-
thing from “Evita,” the Andrew Lloyd
Weber musical in which he won the
Tony for his portrayal of Che. I was not
disappointed for long. His first encore
was indeed from “Evita.” I could leave
now, knowing that I had seen the best
that Broadway has to offer. @

The Maostly Unfabiulbows Sccial Life of Ethan Green

BY ERIC ORNER
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BECAUSE THE CAT KEEPS
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In Every City, There Is
One Exceptional Dining Experience.

IAGHARY SCOTT THEATRE CENTER PRESENTS

Get on the jingle belle beat with ZACH’s award-winning cast of
BEEHIVE in their critically acclaimed revue of rock,
soul and holiday hits from the 50s, 60s & 70s! i
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DAVID MARK COHEN

MAGIC FLUTE: THE MELODY LINGERS ON

The memory of a great art event can
last for days.

That's certainly the case with Austin
Lyric Opera’s blissfully satisfying season
opener, Mozart’s “The Magic Flute.”

It's impossible to walk around town
without overhearing someone humming
Papagano's jaunty “Ein Madchen oder
Weibchen.” Sarastro’'s serene hymn “O
Isis und Osiris,” or—more ambitiously—
the Queen of the Night's terrifying “Der
Holle Rache kocht in meinem Herzen”
(The Pangs of Hell are Raging in my
Bosom). No matter that high 'F's are out
of most people's range. As the saying
goes, the melody lingers on.

And while Mozart’s music is the pri-
mary factor, it's also the splendor and wit
of author/illustrator Maurice Sendak’s
settings and costumes that also remain.
Their clever hybrid of Masonic Egyptian
and high Vienna Hapsburg style cast a
magic spell that you never want to break.
But ALO’s Magic Flute was more than just
the music and the physical production.

As Queen of the Night, soprano Sally
Wolf nailed her high ‘F's with aplomb,
even while riding a balky platform eleva-
tor. Bass Edward Russell was a majestic,
if oddly stiff, Sarastro. Jeff Mattsey
avoided the shtick that often undermines
birdcatcher Papagano—or perhaps it was
just that his particular shtick was so
honest and endearing, And since
Papagano's search for his Papagena
occupies more stage time than Tamino's
search for his Pamina, Mattsey's great
comic timing and freshness sustained us

thranidh cama Af tha lace than inanirad

lovers, though Mozart does give the best
music to the lower-born couple. Suzanne
Ramo’s undisguised Papagena was proba-
bly more appealing than her disguised old
crone, but her ultimate frolic with her
Papa G. was sweetly done.

The Three Spirits of Amy Baker
Stinson, Carol Hopkins, and Debra
Mandel were a constant delight, whether
sailing in their hot-air balloon or crouch-
ing statue-like in the mausoleum. The

same goes for the trio of Ladies attending

the Queen of the Night: Dory Creedle,
Cindy Sadler, and Rose Taylor.

The orchestra and chorus under
Julian Reed had a fine polished sound,
though it's increasingly apparent that the
large male chorus is in dire need of
lessons in basic stage deportment. If I've
blamed ALO directors in the past for awk-
ward ensemble staging, let this serve as an
apology. It's now clear that the fault lies in
the gentlemen of the chorus themselves:
director Laura Alley was reduced to having
them file in and out like schoolkids in an
assembly. David Nancarrow's inspired
lighting effect—delicate pyramid-shaped
lanterns for the Temple scene—was
marred by the Chorus’ inability to walk
and carry at the same time. And yes, while
I found the priests’ Macarena a bit star-
tling, it's important to remember that
Mozart wrote this piece for the people's
theatre, not the Opera house. It's a nice
touch. A special nod to the effective
English dialogue by Susan Threadgill and
Joseph McClain is also in order

My few remaining quibbles (an inef-

farntivre antranna far Qaractra a feur adAd
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In Every City, There Is
One Exceptional Dining Experience.

Get on the jingle belle beat with ZACH’s award-winning cast of
BEEHIVE in their critically acclaimed revue of rock,
| soul and holiday hits from the 50s, 60s & 70s!

CHRISTMAS PARTY

STARRING THE CAST OF "BEEHIVE"

“BEST MUSICAL REVUE!"

-- Austin Critics” Table Awards

DECEMBER 13-29 at the

PARAMOUNT THEATRE
713 Congress Ave.

Thurs.-Sat. at 8 P
Sunday at 3 pm
Adults: §17-$26
Youth: $14-$23

Tickets now

on sale at all

UTTM outlets, HEB’s
and The Paramount
Theatre Box nﬁlce!
Order now for ;
the best seat
selection!

CHARGE TICKETS INSTANTLY! 477-6060

And while Mozart’s music is the pri-
mary factor, it's also the splendor and wit
of author/illustrator Maurice Sendak’s
settings and costumes that also remain.
Their clever hybrid of Masonic Egyptian
and high Vienna Hapsburg style cast a
magic spell that you never want to break.
But ALO's Magic Flute was more than just
the music and the physical production.

As Queen of the Night, soprano Sally
Wolf nailed her high 'F's with aplomb,
even while riding a balky platform eleva-
tor. Bass Edward Russell was a majestic,
if oddly stiff, Sarastro. Jeff Mattsey
avoided the shtick that often undermines
birdcatcher Papagano—or perhaps it was
just that his particular shtick was so
honest and endearing. And since
Papagano’s search for his Papagena
occupies more stage time than Tamino's
search for his Pamina, Mattsey's great
comic timing and freshness sustained us
through some of the less than inspired
moments (which were mercifully few,
though Cesar Ulloa's weakly-sung and
strongly-overacted Monostatos was the
most glaring).

Tenor Mark Thomsen and soprano
Jee Hyun Lim were solid as the royal

e L T s

though 1ts mcreasmgly apparent that the
large male chorus is in dire need of

lessons in basic stage deportment. If I've
blamed ALO directors in the past for awk-
ward ensemble staging, let this serve as an
apology. It’s now clear that the fault lies in
the gentlemen of the chorus themselves:
director Laura Alley was reduced to having
them file in and out like schoolkids in an
assembly. David Nancarrow's inspired
lighting effect—delicate pyramid-shaped
lanterns for the Temple scene—was
marred by the Chorus' inability to walk
and carry at the same time. And yes, while
1 found the priests’ Macarena a bit star-
tling, it's important to remember that
Mozart wrote this piece for the people’s
theatre, not the Opera house. It's a nice
touch. A special nod to the effective
English dialogue by Susan Threadgill and
Joseph McClain is also in order

My few remaining quibbles (an inef-
fective entrance for Sarastro, a few odd
scene shifts) are inconsequential in light
of the overall satisfaction level shared by
the audience. I don't need to see another
Christmas Carol or Nutcracker. With this
“Magic Flute,” the holiday season has
finally, truly begun.©
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Earlier this month, Sharir Dance
Company, the professional dance com-
pany in residence at the University of
Texas College of Fine Arts, began its
fourteenth season with perfor-
mances at U.T.'s MeCullough
Theatre. The four pieces presented
(three of which were premieres)
were mesmerizingly beautiful
~ works that, each one in its own
way, captured a sort of haunting
ethos of contemporary life and rela-
tionships, Much of the choreography
involved was based on simple, nat-
ural movements (“pure human

motion” as artistic co-director Yacov
Sharir calls it} that, through refinement and repetition,
became gracefully more elaborate and charged with
understated emotion.

The program started with the premiere of Yacov
Sharir's “2X5+," a piece that deals with the tenuousness of
interpersonal relatdonships and the often only-temporary
connections that people are able to make with each other
throughout life. There is a coolness and an aloofness to
the dancers in "2X5+" as they go through their motions.
Every once in.a while there are fleeting pairing-offs among
them from which they are continually and repeatedly
being thrust into new situations, with or without new

partners. The whole piece has a feeling of yearning to it.
Even though they look like they really want to connect

1)

Making Connections

with each other in the roles they play, each dancer’s own
individual-ness keeps getting in the way. As the curtain
comes down, the dancing continues, suggesting some sort
of sad infinity to this human search for real connected-
ness.

The action of "In the Gallery of the Soul,” choreo-
graphed by Sharir company member Bryan Green, takes
place in a big bed upended on stage so that the audience
gets a view from above of the “dance” of sleep. Here, a man
and a woman (Green and Terry Hardy) have achieved a
connectedness that the dancers in the previous piece
weren't able to attain. As the couple sleeps and dreams,
we see that even as they're off in their own separate
dream-worlds they're anchored by their shared bed and
their comfortable familiarity with each other.

“Cyber Human Dances/Hollow Ground II" doesn't
have as much to do with interpersonal relationships as it
does with the relationship between the physical, human
world and the computer, cyber world. The choreography,
by Sharir and guest artist Andrea Beckham, juxtaposes

OHDﬂnCB

dancing computer-animated cyborg images with real-life
dancers and makes you think about the connections that
humans have with computers and how, even though we
are the ones that push the buttons and enter the data to
make them work, the line of who's in control sometimes
blurs. It's hard to tell if the cyborg is repeating the simple
movements of the human or vice versa. At the beginning
of this piece, the (human) dancers are stuck to a small,
square, velcro wall, which—maybe—relates to the cyborg's
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being confined
to its small; square,
video screen.

In the final piece,
*Unending Rose,” by the com-
pany’s other artistic co-director,
Jose Luis Bustamante, the dancers
are cast in roles that are quite the
opposite of those they danced in
“2X5+." Here their interconnected-
ness and interdependence is
unquestionable and permanent.
Even if they wanted to, they can't
break apart from each other, as
they are integral parts of a greater
whole (a big flower). Their individual-
ity doesn't get in the way because they ...
don't have any. Inexplicably, they are
drawn to each other, but struggle against each other and
suffer when they get detached. Every once in a while,
when the situation is at its best, when harmony is
achieved in their interaction, something beautiful hap-
pens.

The music for the featured works, by Tom Lopez,
William Meadows and David Lang, was quite computerish
and technological in nature, at times eerie and space-like..
It added to the 21st century, brave new world feel of the
program.

Sharir Dance Company’s next performance will be in
February. It's a site-specific piece choreographed by
Bustamante to be performed in a racquetball court with
glass walls. ©
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The program started with the premiere of Yacov

Sharir's “2X5+,” a piece that deals with the tenuousness of
interpersonal relationships and the often only-temporary
connections that people are able to make with each other
throughout life. There is a coolness and an aloofness to
the dancers in “2X5+" as they go through their motions.
Every once in-a while there are fleeting pairing-offs among
them from which they are continually and repeatedly
being thrust into new situations, with or without new

partners. The whole piece has a feeling of yearning to it.
Even though they look like they really want to connect

U_.n_é Jamnce

dancing computer-animated cyborg images with real-life
dancers and makes you think about the connections that
humans have with computers and how, even though we
are the ones that push the buttons and enter the data to
make them work, the line of who's in control sometimes
blurs, It's hard to tell if the cyborg is repeating the simple
movements of the human or vice versa. At the beginning
of this piece, the (human) dancers are stuck to a small,
square, velcro wall, which—maybe—relates to the cyborgs

achieved in their interaction, something beautiful hap-
pens.

The music for the featured works, by Tom Lopez,
William Meadows and David Lang, was quite computerish
and technological in nature, at times eerie and space-like.
It added to the 21st century, brave new world feel of the
program.

Sharir Dance Company’s next performance will be in
February. It's a site-specific piece choreographed by
Bustamante to be performed in a racquetball court with

glass walls. 9
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APPLE w/CINNAMON + GEORGIA 2

T w/VANILLA ¢ PUNIPKIN Wi PECANS & CAJETA
/APRICOT w/PLUMS + SPINACH w/FETA » TURKEY

A m’nhﬂﬂ\' SHANGHA! CHICKEN « CORNISH
TO w/CILANTRO PESTO » SOUTH-

Holiday Bazaar
& ;
Sidewalk Sale
December 14
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THE WAY WE PURR

“We are gathered here to mourn and
celebrate the nine lives of CousCous
Kerouac...

“Come back, little Cousy, come back."
I throw myself on top of her size IOEEE
shoebox-coffin. Now that Cousy has gone
to the Great Litter Box in the Sky, Flash
and I are a feline-free family. And let's face
it: a lesbian without a pussy is like, well, a
lesbian without a pussy.

]_ESLEA NEWMAN

hissing at my father and Activist Cousy, a
red ribbon pinned te her collar. There's
even a picture of Couscous the Bulimic
Wonder, barfing her dinner back into her
bowl.

After looking at the photos, I take a
cat nap. Something sharp, like a claw,
digs into my ankle, | turn to see a run

travel up my stocking
faster than the speed

whose cat just had kittens. Flash and I
race to Kitty's house. She leads us to the
den where a little Morris-like red head is
tearing up the curtains.

“What a pretty, witty, itty bitty kitty,"
my boot-stomping butch squeals through
clenched teeth, her voice suddenly high |
enough to crack my contacts. The kitten |

“There’s only room for one Princess

Weeks pass, but my grief does not. I of light, and
sob in the supermarket in front of the = Couscous, looking in this fami!y," I tell Flash.
Friskies display. I play the soundtrack to = proud, something

The Cat Formally Known as Princess
agrees, for she becomes QUEEN
the minute she sets paw in the house.

Cats every night much to Flash's dismay.
“Do we have to hear that now?”

“And forever.” I turn up the volume
and take out Cousy's photo album.

furry in her mouth.
What is it this time, a
mole, a bat, a squir-
rel? No, it's a kitten. 1

There’s Femme-top Cousy with a rhine-
stone collar, and Jock Cousy scaling the
furniture. There's Cousy getting in touch
with her inner kitty, nursing on my
sweater, and Cousy getting in touch with
her inner bitch, biting the hand that feeds
her (I still have the scar). There's Country
Cousy chasing a mouse and City Cousy

chasing a rat. There's hippy Cousy grow-
ing her own catnip, Separatist Cousy

pick up the little ball
of fur. It nestles into my neck and purrs.
“Cousy. where did you get her?” I ask, but
Couscous is gone and 1 am awake, telling
Flash the dream.

The next day I call our vet, Dr.
Dykelittle to see if she has any kittens.
“Someone just brought in a stray,” she
says. Flash and I get to the vet in two sec-
onds flat. Dr. Dykelittle hands me a small
ball of white fur. The kitten nestles into
my neck, swipes her claw, and destroys
the diamond necklace Flash bought me
for my birthday.

“What a sweet cat,” I croon.

“We named her Princess,” Dr.
Dykelittle says.

“There's only room for one Princess in
this family,” I tell Flash. The Cat Formally
Known as Princess agrees, for she
becomes QIIEEN the mimite she sefs naw

chirps something equally incoherent in
reply.

“He discovered his meow yesterday,” '
Kitty tells us. Flash names her pal New =
Cat on the Block and brings him home to =
his sister. The Cat Formally Known as
Princess goes wild with excitement. She
runs toward her new brother and then
dashes away. He gallops after her and
then both kittens run past me and Flash.
They thunder through the apartment like’
little horses for hours, running, leaping,
and doing triple toe loops that would '
make Tonya Harding proud.

Flash and I are so in love with these |
kittens, our friends are worried about us.
Flash cuts her hours to half-time so she
can be home with them more. I cancel a
fifteen-city book tour because I can't bear

heind aurav fram anr litle darlinge Rast
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Sidewalk Sale
December 14

HighLife Cafe|

FRENCH PRESS COFFEE
& ESPRESSO

-SELECT WINES
& MICRO BREWS

-SMOKING LOUNGE

Open B o.m.-Midnight Weekdays -
9 0.m.-Midnig i Weekends

TANQ IOTEVET.” 1 TUrm up e volume
and take ocut Cousy’s photo album.
There's Femme-top Cousy with a rhine-
stone collar, and Jock Cousy scaling the
furniture, There's Cousy getting in touch
with her inner kitty, nursing on my
sweater, and Cousy getting in touch with
her inner bitch, biting the hand that feeds
her (I still have the scar). There's Country
Cousy chasing a mouse and City Cousy
chasing a rat. There's hippy Cousy grow-
ing her own catnip, Separatist Cousy

Intimate Boutique

Personal Atcessories
512 Neches
478 « 8358 . -

New Location!

Intimate Boutique & Corset Center
- 107 A. East North Loop
453 « 8090

_ Body Art Salon .

.Ttm‘oos / Piercing
513 E. 6th
476-4596

moil€, a part, a squir-
rel? No, it's a kitten. I
pick up the little ball
of fur. It nestles into my neck and purrs.
“Cousy, where did you get her?” I ask, but
Couscous is gone and I am awake, telling
Flash the dream.

The next day I call our vet, Dr.
Dykelittle to see if she has any kittens.
“Someone just brought in a stray.” she
says. Flash and I get to the vet in two sec-
onds flat. Dr. Dykelittle hands me a small
ball of white fur. The kitten nestles into
my neck, swipes her claw, and destroys
the diamond necklace Flash bought me
for my birthday.

“What a sweet cat,” ] croon.

“We named her Princess,” Dr.
Dykelittle says.

“There's only room for one Princess in
this family,” I tell Flash. The Cat Formally
Known as Princess agrees, for she
becomes QUEEN the minute she sets paw
in the house. When she decides the only
place she'll take a cat nap is on my
angora sweater, I don't argue. When she
makes it clear that the only bowl shell eat
from is my grandmother's cut-glass crys-
tal, I apologize for not offering the family
heirloom sooner.

But while we are ecstatic, Flash won-
ders if The Cat Formally Known as
Princess is content. "Maybe she needs a
playmate,” Flash says one night as I pol-
ish my nails and The Cat Formally Known
as Princess’ claws Pussy Pink. “I was an
only child,” Flash reminds me, “and I
always wanted a sibling.”

‘I had a sibling," | remind Flash, “and
I always wanted to be an only child.”

Flash retires to the living room to
watch “Lifestyles of the Butch and
Famous.” In a flash I see what the prob-
lem is: our new kitty isn't lonely. Flash is
lonely. Two femme-tops and one bashful
butch equals an unbalanced household.
Flash agrees.

The next day I call Mitzi who tells me
her roommate's therapist's therapist's
roommate knows a dyke named Kitty

T

the minute she sets paw in the house.

B R G A T—

chirps something equally incoherent in
reply.

“He discovered his meow yesterday,”
Kitty tells us. Flash names her pal New
Cat on the Block and brings him home to
his sister. The Cat Formally Known as
Princess goes wild with excitement. She
runs toward her new brother and then
dashes away. He gallops after her and
then both kittens run past me and Flash.
They thunder through the apartment like
little horses for hours, running, leaping,
and doing triple toe loops that would
make Tonya Harding proud.

Flash and I are so in love with these
kittens, our friends are worried about us.
Flash cuts her hours to half-time so she
can be home with them more. | cancel a
fifteen-city book tour because I can't bear
being away from our little darlings. But
our friends don't know the half of it. We
haven't had sex in weeks because Flash
thinks it will upset the children.

“Maybe they could sleep in the
kitchen tonight,” 1 dare to suggest. Flash
glares at me. “Well then shut the light."

‘I can't,” Flash says. “New Cat on the
Block is sleeping on my arm. You shut it.”

‘T can’t get up. The Cat Formally
Known as Princess is asleep on my chest.”
 lift the covers to show Flash.

“Oh, look at the burly, curly, twirly,
pearly, surly girly,” Flash squeaks in a
falsetto that sounds like a cross between
Mickey Mouse and Melanie Griffith.

Suddenly I have an idea. “Flash,” 1
say in a kittenish peep, “wouldn't you like
some pretty titty and itty bitty clitty?"

“There's two too many pussies in this
bed,” Flash growls in a low Tina Turner
“Private Dancer” voice. We remedy the sit-
uation and soon all the pussies in the
house are satisfied and sound :-.\sleep.o

Lesléa Newman's book of humor,
Out of the Closet and Nothing to Wear,
based on her columns, will be published
by Alyson Publications in 1997.

|
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HALF GAY, HALF STRAIGHT ~

hat are the odds of two

albums being released

within the same year by

duos boasting one gay

male member and one straight male

member? Could this be the beginning of a

trend? If it is, I certainly hope that the

duos that follow are as good as Driving
Blind and McAlmont & Butler.

The Butler in McAlmont & Butler is

the straight guy (so to

speak) and is also the

falsetto, has a feel-good, summer of
1970 sound to it. McAlmont's voice has

a Sly Stone via Prince quality in the
song “What's the Excuse This Time?”
The emotion in McAlmont's voice is with-
out equal in “Although,” a song about
AIDS. Butler's playing “guitar and other
musical instruments” in “Don’t Call It
Soul” and “Disappointment” recalls the
best of his London Suede work. It would
be perfectly alright to call “You'll Lose a
Good Thing” and “You Do" good for the
soul!

same Butler TN - McAlmont &
(Bernard, that is) & a{?’" | Butler co-wrote nine
from the Ilate, ' Tien of the eleven songs on

lamented band
London Suede.
Now he's teamed
up with singer
David McAlmont,
an openly gay,
British, black
man, to record
“The Sound
of...McAlmont &
Butler” (Hut Recordings). The result is a
jubilant blend of rock and soul. The disc’s
opener, “Yes,” sung in McAlmont's warm

the CD. The word is
that this was a one-
time-only collaboration.
With chemistry this
powerful, it's hard to
believe that they'd aban-
don such a promising
experiment before all the
positive data has been
recorded.

The self-titled debut CD by
Driving Blind (Vanguard
Recording Society) is a blue-eyed soul

e L
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Closed
Thanksgiving

Cafe

Almugedd_ ‘
Presents: \)
The World Renowned §

Omelet Boy

* # Live'll "
Performing for you on
our Sunday Brunch
Buffet 11-2pm
$7.50 All You Can Eat
, Assisted by Vern Pat Nelson

live on Plano
Also &

Tue & Wed

ALL DAYL
$1.00 Pint Imports
$1.50 Pint Domes

Friday Night Guita
w/ Bruno Andradg:

2015 Manor R
478-4857

affair
that ranks just

slightly lower on the original-
ity scale than McAlmont & Butler. For lis-
teners with less daring tastes, Driving
Blind is a safe ride.

Hailing from Montreal, the band’s
main components are Bil Riggenberg
(who's gay) and Andrew Frank (who's
straight). Their cover of Fleetwood Mac's
“Hypnotized” gains a new listening per-
spective with the addition of a horn. Of
the nine other songs on the album—all
written or co-written by Riggenberg and
Frank—"Fly," the fine and funky
“Contradictions,” “Anything Can Happen,”
“Boomerang” and the ethereal “Cover
Your Eyes” are all praiseworthy. o

The best speaker
value on Earth

The PSR Alnha: Amarine caund for anlv $199.
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London .Suede..
Now he's teamed
up with singer

David McAlmont,
an openly gay,
British, black
man, to record

“The Sound

of...McAlmont

Butler” (Hut Recordings). The result is a
jubilant blend of rock and soul. The disc’s
opener, “Yes,” sung in McAlmont's warm

recorded.

that this was a one-
time-only collaboration.
With chemistry this

powerful, it's hard to
believe that they'd aban-
don such a promising
experiment before all the
positive data has been

The self-titled debut CD by
Driving Blind (Vanguard
Recording Society) is a blue-eyed soul

Hailing from Montreal, the band’s | i x‘l's;m"" S
main components are Bil Riggenberg ) |
(who's gay) and Andrew Frank (who's Tue & Wed
straight). Their cover of Fleetwood Mac's ALL DAY
b divingai s bt it $1.00 Pint Impdrts
spective wi e addition of a horn.
the nine other songs on the album—all $1.50 Pint Dome ICSi
written or co-written by Riggenberg and riday Night Guita
Frank—‘Fly,” the fine and funky w/ Bruno Andrade
“Contradictions,” "Anything Can Happen,” ? ;
“Boomerang” and the ethereal “Cover 2015 Manor R
Your Eyes” are all praiseworthy. @ 478-4857
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5718 FAIRDALE : ONE STREET OFF RICHMOND
BEHIND RICK'S AND SAM'S BOAT - 7804441

value on Earth
The PSB Alpha: Amazing sound for only $199.

When you hear the PSB Alphas, you won't
believe they cost only $199 a pair. They're
that good.

Deep, solid bass, clear transparent highs,
and nothing to get in the way of your music.
Critics around the world are praising these
speakers as the best audio bargain on

the market.

Ifyou're looking for new speakers for your
stereo system, or need affordable speakers for
a home theatre, come in and listen for yourself.

As always, at Audio Systems you will hear
a difference.

Tuesday-Friday 10-7, Sat. 10-6

AU Dlo Free Austin delivery and installation.
We service what we sell.

Where listening has created a new

The best speaker

m kind of stereo store. . .since 1975,
Y St 1102 w. Koenig 451-5736




November 28 through December 8

Dance

Powell Shepherd's
“Changing Time."
Sundays, Dec 1-15. (afe
Dance, 3307-B Hancock.
. 512326:2670.

Austin Contemporary
Ballet: “The Nutaacker.”
Dec 6 & 7. Poramount

Theatre. 512-472-5470.

Adel Dance Theatre;
“Profo.” Weskends,
through Dec 14. Nalle
Plastics Warehouse, 110
W. 2nd. 512-469-2901.

Exhibifion & “Recent
Acquisitions: 19th Century
Prints.” Through Dec 8.
512471-7324.

Scarborough-Phillips Library
(Sk. Ed's): “A Personal
Mythology” (Sam Yeates).
Through Dec 13. 512448
8685.

Austin Museum of Art
Downtown: “I Dream o
World: Portraits of Black
Women Who Changed
Ameica,” through Dec 18;
“De Mujer o Mujer: A
Celebration of Lafinas by

Austin Museum of At @
Loguna Gloria: “2 Cents:
Works On Paper by Jean
Michel Bosquiat & Poefry
by Kevin Young.” Through
Jon 5. 512-458:8191.

Film

The Paramount; “Gone
With the Wind," through
Nov 30; “Meef Me in St.
Louis,” Dec 1 & 3. 512
477:5411.

Image & Identify (films by
& /or about Africar-
American women):

18 v THE TEXAS TRIANGLE v NOVEMBER 28,1996

(hristmas @ the French
Legation: museum fours,
food, entertainment, aafts
& holiday items. Dec 1,
noon-5pm. The French
Legation Museum, 802
San Marcos. 512472
8180.

Project Transifions” 8th
Annual Holiday Swing - o
benefit for Doug’s House &
Roosevelt Gardens featur
ing dancing fo Swingtime,
singing by the Studebokers,
fancy food & silent auction.
Dec 6, Bpm+12:30am. Ben
Hur Shiine Temple Hall
4300 Westbank. 512-
454-8646.

10th Anniversary Art Show
& Sale fo benefit the
Austin Museum of At @
Loguna Gloria. Dec 7,
10ambpm. The Carillon,
2630 Exposifion. 512-
477-6112.

13th Annual Wheatsville
Arfs Festival. Honderafted
qift items and entertain-
ment. Dec 7 & 8, 10am-
dusk. Wheatsville Food
Co0p. 512-478-2667.

2nd Annual Holiday Arts &
Crafts Bozoor. Dec 8, 1-
Spm. 311 LeGrande. 512-
4450602,

Holiday Art Show & Sale.
Through Dec 24. Women
& Their Work. 512-477-
1064.

Music

Diverselrts' Enst Side
Cirrvits Harald MeMillon'e

8pm. Bass Concert Holl
512-476:6064.

La Follia Austin Borogue:
“Musick is the Speech of
Angels.” Dec 7, Bpm. 1st
English Lutheran, 3001
Whitis. 512-892-1326.

Copital City Men's Chorus:
“Home for the Holidays."
Dec 8, 4pm, St. Martin's
Lutheran, 606 W. 15th,
512-477-SING.

il

Ausfin Mussum of Art's
“The Temitory"— Mulircut
turcl Collages: “Nine Fish,”
“Rermnants” & “Videor
book.” Dec 3, 10pm. KLRU

ch. 18 (PBS). 512458
8191, -

Theater

New

“A Christmas Corol.” Dec 4-
22. Live Ock Theatre @
the State. 5124725143,

“The Express Intent.” Dec
5-15. Plonet Theatre, 512-
459-7018.

“The Giffs of the Magi."
Dec 5-21. tyde Pork
Thectre. 512-499-TIXS.

“The Christmas Schooner.”
Dec 6-22. McCallu Fine
Arts Acodermy Theatre. 512-
459-2289.

“Cyrano de Bergeroc.” Dec
é-Jon 11. The Public
Domain. 512-474-6207.

“A Christmos Memory” by
Truman Capote. Sundays,
Dec 822. Hyde Pakk
Theate. 512-495-TIXS.
Continuing

“The Birthdoy Party.”
Through Nov 30. Hyde Park
Theatre. 512-499-TIXS.

“The Glass Menagerie.”
Through Nov 30. Capi

Giy Playhouse, 512472
296,

“Syivio.” Held over through
Nov 30. Znch Scott Theatre
(enter. 512-4760541.

“Sonatu Escondido.”

Members of the Ariel Dance Theatre performing ‘Proto.”

Through Dec 7. John
Henry Faulk Theatre,

104 E. 4th. 512-
499-8497.

“The Way of the
World.” Through Dec
7. The Adfing Studio.
512-499-KS.

“A Chistmas Carol”
Thvough Dec 22. Zoch Scott
Theatre Center. 512476
0541

World AIDS Day

Body Count 1996. Dec 1.
Gothering @ the Capitol,
6pm; procession storts,
6:30pm; Body Count on
Congress Avenue Bridge
starts, 7pm, followed by
performances by local
artists. Volunteers are il
needed: 512-447:6222.

Mass for the Anointing of
the Sick. Dec 1, 5:30pm.
The Cathedral Church of St.
Mary, 203 . 10th. 512-
4772:4540.

Other Happenings

The Tribe: Thanksgiving
Pot-Luck Dinner. Nov 28,
12:30pm. Cornerstone.
434-3280.

Austin Stonewall Chamber of
Commerce Power Breakfust.
Dec 4, 7:30am. Cafe Soma.
512-707-3794.

b

. O
ommunity

A directory of Gay and Lesbian Organizations
(To list your group, fax information to Sean at 512-472-8154)

Ad Hoc (Alliance to Defeat Human Oppression &
Condemnation). 1117 Red River, 793-2049.

Adventuring Outdoors. 445-2870.

National Leather Association Austin. 703-8927.
httpNwww.io.com\~ausfinlo\austinlo.him|

New to Austin (nefworking for new goy Ausfin residents).
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Dance

Powel Shepherd's
“Chonging Time."
Sundays, Dec 1-15. (afe
Dance, 3307-8 Huncock.
512-326-2670.

Austin Conternporary
Ballet: “The Nutcracker.”
Dec 6 & 7. Poramount
Theatie. 512-472:5470.

Arel Dance Theatre:
“Proto.” Weekends,
through Dec 14. Nalle
Plostics Warehouse, 110
W. 2nd. 512-469-2901.

Exhibits

New

Dougherty Arts Center
Gallery: The

Watedoo

Watercolor Group.
Dec 428. 512-397-
1455.

MexicArte Museum:
“Divine Art," Dec 7-14;
“Artesonios,” Dec 7-31.
512-480-9373.
Continuing
The Artspace Gallery: “A
Natural View” (Rachel
Koper & Christa
 Biakowski). Through Nov
30. 512474-7799.

 Atemate Coment Artspace:
* “The Tarot Show.” Through
- Dec 1. 5124439674,

- Hunfingfon At Gallery:
+ = 58th Annuol Art Foculty

b

Exhibition & “Recent
Acquisifions: 19th Cenfury
Prints.” Through Dec 8.
512471-7324.

Scarborough-Phillips Library
(St. Ed's): A Personal
Mythology” (Sam Yeates).
Through Dec 13. 512448
8685.

Austin Museum of Art
Downtown: “| Dreom a
World: Portraifs of Black
Women Who Changed
Ameico,” through Dec 18;
“De Mujer o Mujer: A
Celebration of Lafinas by
Lofina Arfists” & “Selmo
Burke Sculptures,”

e

November 28 through December 8

Austin Museum of At @
Loguna Gloria: “2 Cents:
Works On Paper by Jean
Michel Bosquiat & Poetry
by Kevin Young."” Through
Jan 5. 512-4588191.

Film

The Poromount: “Gone
With the Wind,” through
Nov 30; “Meet Me in St.
Louis,” Dec 1 & 3. 512
472:5411.

Imoge & Identity (films by
& /or about Africar-
American wornen):
“Perfect Image?,” “A
Litany of Survival: The Life
& Work of Audre
Lourde” &
“Now Pretend.”
Dec 3,
7:30pm.
Austin
Museum of
At
Downfown.
512-456-
8191.

Septima Poinsette Clork, part of the Ausfin

Museum of ARY's exhibit “I Dream o World.”

through Jan 5. 512458
8191.

Women & Their Work: 1st
Annual Members
Exhibition. Through Dec
24.512477-1064.

Holiday

Staff

Southwest Holiday Art
Festival. Nov 29 & 30,
10am-5pm. Austin
Museum of Art @ Loguna
Gloria. 5124588191.

TUOTFGPITL The Lanlion,
2630 Exposiion. 512-
4776112,

13th Annual Wheatsville
Arts Festival. Honderafred
gift ifems and enfertain-
ment. Dec 7 & 8, 10am
dusk. Wheatsville Food
(oOp. 512-476-2667.

2nd Annual Holiday Arts &
Crafts Bazoor. Dec 8, 1-
5pm. 311 LeGrande. 512-
4450602,

Holiday Arf Show & Sale.
Through Dec 24. Women
& Their Work, 512-477-
1064.

Music

Members of the Ariel Dance Theatre performing ‘Proto.”

12:30pm. Comerstone.
434-3280,

Austin Stonewall Chamber of
Commerce Power Breakfost
Dec 4, 7:30am, Cofe Somo.
512-707-3794.

DiverseArts' East Side
Circuit: Harold McMillan's
Friends, Nov 28. The
Victory Gl Kovac Theater.
512-477-9438.

The Bishop's Holl @ the
Cathedral Church of St.
Mary: “Three Divos & Deb:
A Stage & Screen Revue,”
Nov 30, 8pm; Classical &
Folk Sacred Song w/Lynn
Parra, mezzosoprono, &
John Bolka, pianist, Dec 6,
Bpm. 512:472-4540.

Amparo Gorcia. Dec 1, 2-
4pm. Austin Museum of
Art Downtown. 512-458-
8191.

Westrminster Sunday After-
noon Music Series: “Music
of the Barogue.” Dec 1,
3pm. Westminster
Preshyterian, 3208
Exposifion. 512-459-5497.
Austin Symphony w/Daniel
Gaisford, cellist. Dec6 & 7,

el n

A directory of Gay and Lesbian ﬂl'guniﬁutions
(To list your group, fax information to Sean at 512-472-8154)

@mmuni%g

Ad Hoc (Alliance to Defeat Humon Oppression &
Condemnafion). 1117 Red River. 793-2049.

Adventuring Outdoors. 445-2870.
Affirmation (gay & lesbion Methodists). 451-2329.

AIDS Services of Ausfin. 451-2273.

ALLGO (Austin Latina /o Leshian & Gay
Organizotion) /Informe SIDA. 472-2001.

Austin Roedical Foeries. 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m. @
Comerstone. 703-8952.

Austin Stonewall Charnber of Commerce. 707-3794.
Bisexual Network of Ausfin. 370-9573.
(Capital City Men’s Chorus. 477-SING.

(omerstone Gay & Leshian Community Center, 1117 Red
River. 708-1515.

GLSTN (Gay, Leshion & Straight Teachers Network). 323-
2319.

Integrity Austin (gay & lesbion Episcopalions). 445-6164.
Leshian Avengers. 447-9226.
Log Cabin Republicans of Texas. 467-9797.

Lutherans Concemed of Austin & Central Texas. 2nd
Sundays, 2 p.m. @ 1st English Lutheron, 832-4159.

MCCA (Metropolitan Community Church of Austin), 1117
Red River. 708-8002.

Fax submissions to G12) 472-8154. or mail to 1615 West Sixth St.., Aunstin, TX 78703

Nafional Leather Association Austin. 703-8927.
http:\www.io.com\-austinlo\ausfinla.ftml

New to Ausfin (networking for new gay Ausfin residents).
346-8666.

Out Youth Ausfin, 1117 Red River. 708-1234.

P-FLAG (Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbions & Gays)
Ausfin. 3rd Tuesdays @ Grace United Methodist. 302-
FLAG.

Prime Timers Austin (middle aged & older goy & bisexual
men). st Sundays, 2 p.m. @ Ausfin History Center.
282-2861.

Project Transitions. 454-8644.

SapphFire (“Bringing the Lesbian Community Together”).
1st Fridays, 7:30 p.m. @ Trinity United Methodist
Church. 323-2476.

Staying Negative. 1st & 3rd Sundays, 7 p.m. @
(omerstone. 406-6165. - :

Topestry Women's Chorus. 453-1691.
Texas Gay Rodeo Association Austin Chapter. 346-0561.

The Tribe (social/networking group for gay men). 2nd &
4th Wednesdoys @ Comerstone. 434-3280.

Unity Church of North Ausfin. 836-6372.
Waterloo Counsefing Center. 3299922

Potluck Dimer oy 28,
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November 28 through December 8

Dance

Houston Ballet: “The
Nutcracker.” Nov 29-Dec
29. Wortham Theatre
Center, 713-5-BALLET.

Exhibits

Continuing

Glossel School of Art:
“Reconfigured: 6
Appioaches fo Figurative
Painting.” Through Dec 1.
713:639-7500.

Toni Jones Gallery: “Daniel

Lechon.” Through Dec 6.
7135267998

DiverseWorks: Project Row Houses: “The

“Reconstructedness.” Blues & the Absfract
Through Jan4. 713223 Truth.” Through Mar 1.
8346. 1135267662,

Menil Collection:

“Louis Femtndez.” :

Through Jan 5. Film

713525 MFA Films:
9400. “A Personal
Museum of Journey
Fine Arts, with Marfin
Houston: Scorcese
“Mosterpieces - Through
from the - Ameican
Piempont Movies,”
Morgan . Nov 29-
meml* “ :

akit il Lo

River Oaks 3 (Saturday
midnight shows): “Blue
Velvet,” Nov 30; Spike &
Mike's Sick & Twisted
Festival of Animation, Nov
30 & Dec 7: “The Rocky
Horror Picture Show,”
through Dec 7. 713-444-
FILM (#037).

Rice Ginema: “Alien,” Dec
6; “How Much Wood
Would o Woodchuck
Chuck?” & “Burden of
Dreoms,” Dec 7; “King
Lear" Dec 8. 713-527-
4853.

Music

Rockefeller's: Jack Ingrom,
Nov 29; Marty Stewart,
Nov 30; John Maoyall, Dec
5.713-869-8427.

Houston Symphony:
“Boléro & Baethoven,”
Nov 30-Dec 2; Liszf's
Piano Concerto No. 1, Dec
79, Jones Hall. 713-224-
7575.

Da Comero: Pharoch
Sanders Ensemble:
“Message from Home."
Dec 6, 8pm. Wortham
Theatre Center, 713-524-
5050.

Gerhard Stiibler, new
German music. Dec 8,
8pm. DiverseWorks. 713
2280914,

Theater

| NOVEMBER 28,1996 v THE TEXAS TRIANGLE v 19 -,

“An |deal Husband.”
Through Dec 22. Main St.
Theater @ Chelseo
Morket. 713-524-6706.

“iohn & jen.” Through
Dec 22. Theater LaB
Houston. 713-868-7516.

“She Loves Me." Through
Jon 5. Stages Repertory
Theatre. 713-527-0220.

“The Compleat Works of
Wlim Shakespeare
(abridged).” Through Jan
11. New Heights Theatre.
713-869-8927.

Other Happenings

DiverseWorks Artist &
Arisan Market. Through
Nov 30. In the subspace
gallery, 1117 E. Freeway.
713-223-8348.

-

s T

The 20th Anniversary production of “Annie” ploys at the Music Holl though Dec. 15.
Joanna Pacitt, front, plays the fitle role. She s pictured here with the show’s creators,
from left, Thamos Meehan, Martin Chamin, Peter Geanaro and Charles Stiouse,

New

“Annie." Nov 29-Dec 15.
The Music Hall. 713-622-
TUTS.

it bhe

Ommunﬁ{lu

A directory of Gay . Lesbian Organizations
(To list your group, fax information to Sean af 512-472-8154)

AIDS Foundafion Houston. 713-524-AIDS.

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. 713526
1017.

Bisexual, Transgendered, Gay, Lesbion & Straight Society.

281-4960210.
Covenant Bapfist Church. 713-668-8830.
Dignity (gay & lesbion Catholics). 713-880-2872.

Integiity Houston (goy & lesbion Episcopalians). 713423
0414.

Just For Us (o group for kids grades 6-12 who have gay or 3§

lesbion parents, sponsored by HGLP). 713-284-4939.

Lambda Rollerskating Club. Wednesdays, 7:30 pm. @
Starlite Skating Academy. 713-933-5818.

LiB (Leshians in Business). 713-529-2598.

i
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November 28 through December 8

Dance

Houston Ballet: “The
Nutcracker.” Nov 29-Dec
29. Wortham Theatre
Center. 713-5-BALLET.

Exhibits

Continuing

Glosself School of Art:
“Reconfigured: 6
Approaches fo Figurafive
Painting.” Through Dec 1.
713-639-7500.

Toni Jones Gallery: “Daniel
Lechon.” Thiough Dec 6.
713:528-7998.

Blaffer Galery (U of H):
“(ontemporary Art from
Jopan: Clayworks,
Painting & Sculpture.”
Through Dec 15. 713-
743-9530.

Houston Center for
Photography: “When 2 or
Mote: New Typologies” &
“Dan Estabrook: Inferior
Views.” Through Dec 22.
713-529-4755.

Contemporary Arts
Museum: “Loi Pittman”
& “lesse Amado.”
Through Dec 31. 713
526:3129.

Mexican Cultural Institute:
“Nostolgia: Posters of
Mexican Ginema 1936-
1956." Through Dec. ,
713:524-2951.

DiverseWorks:

“Reconstructedness.”
Through Jan 4. 713223
8346.

Menil Collection:
“Louis Ferniindez.”
Through Jan 5.
713525
9400.

Museum of
Fine Arfs,
Houston:
“Masterpieces
from the
Pierpont
Morgan
Library,”
through Jon 5;
*An Enduring
Legacy: Mas-
femieces
from the
fhr. & Mis.
John D.

“Budda Amitabha" is one of the piefes included in the Museum of
Fine Arts’ exhibif, “An Enduring Legacy: Masterpieces from the Mr.

Project Row Houses: “The
Blues & the Absiract
Truth.” Though Mar 1.

and Ms. John D, Rockefeller 3rd Collection of Asia Society

Rockefeller 11l Collection of
Asion Art," through Jan

19; “Splendors of Ancient -

Eqypt,” through Mar 30.
713-639-7300.

Fax submissions to (312) 472

Sleep)" & “S"en Fout la
Mort (No Fegr, No Die)”
w//dir. Claire Denis, Dec &
8.713-639-7515; en
espafiol 713-639-7379.

Piano Concerto No. 1, Dec
79. Jones Hall. 713:224-
7575.

Da Camera: Pharoch
Sanders Ensemble:
“Message from Home."
Dec 6, 8pm. Wortham
Theatre Center. 713-524-
5050.

Gerhard Stibler, new
German music. Dec 8,
8pm. DiverseWorks. 713
2280914

Theater

AHE LU H.IIIWH'N.IPY I.IUIIUL'IIBII Ul R mu’l"‘m IS HE
Joonna Paciffi, front, ploys the tifle role. She is pictured here vnrﬁ ih
from left, Thamas Meehan, Marfin Chornin, Peter Gennaro and Charles Stro

New

“Annie.” Nov 29-Dec 15.
The Music Hall. 713-622-
TUTS,

“Arizona Strip.” Nov 29-
Dec 21. Main Street
Theater. 713-682-6557.

“A Christmas Carol.” Nov
29-Dec 29. Alley Theafre.
713-7728-8421 (800-
259-ALLF).

“Christmas Party of One.”
Nov 29-Dec 29. Grace
Theater. 713-526-2721.

Continuing

“A Chorus Line.” Through
Dec 7. Country Playhouse.
7134674497,

“Syivio.” Extended
through Dec 8. Alley
Theatre. 713-228-8421.
“A little Something” &
“The Winfery Kingdom.”
Through Dec 21. Nancy
Calhoun Poulson Children's
Theater. 713-526-2721.

1m ﬁhe

ommunity

A directory of Gay and Lesbian Organizations
(To list your group, fax information to Sean at h12-472-8154)

AIDS Foundation Houston. 713-524-AIDS.

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. 713-526-
1017.

Bisexul, Transgendered, Gay, Lesbion & Straight Society.
281-4960210.

Covenant Bapfist Church. 713-668-8830.
Dignity (gay & leshion Catholics). 713-880-2872.
Front Runners (running group). 713-522-8021.

GAYS (Garden & Yard Society) - A Gay Gardening Club.
713-862-3922.

Gay & Lesbian Hispanics Unidos. 713-813-3769.
Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston. 713-521-7464.

Greater Houston Gay & Lesbion Chamber of Commerce,
1109 Hyde Park, #178. 713-523-7576.

Heartsong Women's Chorus. 713-947-1488.

HATCH (Houston Area Teenagers Coalifion of
Homosexuals). 713-42-7002.

Houston Area Women's Center, 1010 Waugh. 713:526-
6798.

Houston Chain Gang Bicycling Club. 713-863-1860.

Houston Gay & Leshian Parents (HGLP). 2nd Tuesdays, 7

p.m. @ MCCR. 713-284-4939.

Houston Qutdoor Group. 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m. @ 1116
Jackson Blvd. 713-526-7688.

Houston Professional Men's Associafion. 713-866-4079.

Houston Women's Flag Footboll League. 713-315-9368.

Integrity Houston (goy & lesbian Episcopdlians). 713-423-

0414.

Just For Us (o group for kids grades é-12 who have gay or -

lesbion parents, sponsored by HGLP). 713-284-4939.

Lombda Rollerskafing Club. Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. @
Starlite Skating Acodemy. 713-933-5818.

LiB (Leshians in Business). 713-529-2598.
Log Cabin Republicans of Houston. 713:529:9100.
Lutherans Cancemed. 713-869-4218.

MCCR (Metropolitan Community Church of the
Resurrection), 1919 Decatur. Sunday services, 9 & 11
a.m. 713-861-9149.

Montrase Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.

Montrase lce Picks. 2nd Thursdays @ Galleria lce Rink.
713522-3687.

National Goy & Leshian Joumalists Association. 713-528-
1793.

National Leather Association Houston. 713-434-2417.

P-FLAG (Parents, Families & Friends of Leshians & Gays)
Houston. 713-867-9020.

Prime Timers Houston. 713-867-3903.
Rainbow Fishing Club. 713-523-6381.

Roundtuble, the Houston Philosophy Forum. Tst & 3rd
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. @ Cafe Express. 713-779-8620.

Survivors of Loss. Tuesdays, 7 p.m. @ Sharpsfown
General Hospital. 713-778-2677.

_Twenty Something. 713-315-6786.

8154, or mail to 1615 West Sixth St., Austin, TX u\l" )
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GIVING THANKS

h, Dear Fans, it is Thanks-

giving, and Amanda is

thinking of all the wonderful

things she has to be thank-
ful for—Mona the cat, Sebastian our slave
god manhunk, and all our friends and
family.

Thanksgiving is one of those strange
times of the year when we Americans
wander the continent in search of a place
to celebrate. Some go north, some go
south, others go east or west. In Houston,
there is a complete evacuation of the gay
community that rivals Christmas Eve.

We remember going to Acapulco for
Thanksgiving with some of our more well-
adjusted friends in years past. We would
sit high above the bay and dangle our
heels from the cross on the mountain
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Then at night we would hold sumptuous
parties for a few hundred of our dearest
and closest friends who would trash the
house and traumatize the help.

Since then, Amanda has graduated to
other venues. For several years, we had
family in Texas during Thanksgiving, We
would gorge on turkey with them in New
Braunfels while dodging flying cranberry
sauce from the two nephews who seemed
to vibrate at a different speed than the rest
of humanity. Now they have all moved
back to the frozen north, and the streets of
New Braunfels are silent once again.

So, since we find ourself here in
Houston, we have secured Sebastian and
Mona for a quiet little family gathering at
home, ordered a whole turkey dinner for
three from Epicurean and sprayed Turkey
Delight scent in all the rooms to make us
feel like we've prepared dinner all bv our-
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and Mona likes to claw the upholstery
on the couch. We personally enjoy our
glass of wine and the thought that we
have so much to be thankful for—
health, comfort and some semblance
of sanity.

Thanksgiving is a time for reflec-
tion for those who don't find them-
selves immersed in the wild vacation
scene or ensconced with family. Both
those alternatives are in their own way
dysfunctional because we are running
from reality either way. Both escapes
take us out of our daily location and all
the pressures, sorrows and boredom of
our daily lives. Staying in a city that
looks like it has been completely
deserted can be almost frightening.

Videos are impossible to find. Movie
theaters are packed.

AMANDA B. REcCK

T g
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and Mother hates to cook. Instead of the
parents having our siblings over, our sib-
lings invite our parents to visit at two-
hour intervals. By the end of the day, our
parents are so fat they can hardly walk—
and so angry at everyone for not getting
together as one family, they can barely
talk. They go home and collapse in front
of the television, wondering what they did
wrong and why they don't have magical
Thanksgivings like they used to enjoy.

It's all probably part of the general
disintegration of the family, Dear Fans.
Nuclear families, like all atomic particles,
eventually destabilize and fall apart.
Perhaps there was just too much bump-
ing and rubbing together over the years.

So, Amanda will stay home for
Thanksgiving and go up north for

Thanksgiving is one of those strange

times of the year when we Americans

wander the continent in search of a place

to celebrate. Some go north, some go
south, others go east or west.

In Houston, there is a complete

The bars are sparse.
Restaurants seem
dim. It's all very alien
during Thanksgiv-
ing. And of course, if
you were a very
lucky child as we
were, you have these

0
memories of . . -.
grandma and Mom evacuation of the gay community ' |
cooking like fiends in that rivals Christmas Eve.

the kitchen. There

was the smell of turkey in the oven all night
long; the rare tang of table wine; the privi-
lege of dining formally in the dining room
with the best china and silver; candle light
reflected on the shiny skin of the bronzed
turkey and over the pool of dark gravy in
the heirloom bowl.

The familv is now seattered Maost af

Christmas, when there will be more to see
and do. Thanksgiving is always brown
and dead up north, just as it is always
green and dead down south. We thank
the gods for what we have, and hope for
what we want—but it has nothing to do
with material goods, does it? We're just

haclnr tn have pach ather and thanl-fsl far!
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GIVING THANKS

h, Dear Fans, it is Thanks-

giving, and Amanda is

thinking of all the wonderful

things she has to be thank-
ful for—Mona the cat, Sebastian our slave
god manhunk, and all our friends and
family.

Thanksgiving is one of those strange
times of the year when we Americans
wander the continent in search of a place
to celebrate. Some go north, some go
south, others go east or west. In Houston,
there is a complete evacuation of the gay
community that rivals Christmas Eve.

We remember going to Acapulco for
Thanksgiving with some of our more well-
adjusted friends in years past. We would
sit high above the bay and dangle our
heels from the cross on the mountain
overlooking the Pacific while swilling those
afternoon pina coladas and margaritas.

Then at night we would hold sumptuous
parties for a few hundred of our dearest
and closest friends who would trash the
house and traumatize the help.

Sinece then, Amanda has graduated to
other venues. For several years, we had
family in Texas during Thanksgivind. We
would gorge on turkey with them in New
Braunfels while dodging flying cranberry
sauce from the two nephews who seemed
to vibrate at a different speed than the rest
of humanity, Now they have all moyved
back to the frozen north, and the streets of
New Braunfels are silent once again.

So, since we find ourself here in
Houston, we have secured Sebastian and
Mona for a quiet little family gathering at
home, ordered a whole turkey dinner for
three from Epicurean and sprayed Turkey
Delight scent in all the rooms to make us
feel like we've prepared dinner all by our-
self.

Sebastian enjoys the football games,

theaters are packed.
The bars are sparse.
Restaurants seem
dim. It's all very alien
during Thanksgiv-
ing. And of course, if
you were a very
lucky child as we
were, you have these
memories of
grandma and Mom
cooking like fiends in

: Videos.are impossible ten find. idnwe

Thanksgiving is one of those strange
times of the year when we Americans
wander the continent in search ofa place
to celebrate. Some go north, some go
south, others go east or west.

Thanksgwing and go up north for -

In Houston, there is a complete <

evacuation of the gay community
that rivals Christmas Eve.

the kitchen. There
was the smell of turkey in the oven all night
long; the rare tang of table wine; the privi-
lege of dining formally in the dining room
with the best china and silver; candle light
reflected on the shiny skin of the bronzed
turkey and over the pool of dark gravy in
the heirloom bowl.

The family is now scattered. Most of
them live in the same city, but they don't

Christmas, when there will be more to see
and do. Thanksgiving is always brown
and dead up north, just as it is always
green and dead down south. We thank
the gods for what we have, and hope for
what we want—but it has nothing to do
with material goods, does it? We're just
lucky to have each other. and thankful for
each other’s company. 9
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communicate very well. Grandma is dead,
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COLUMBIA ST. DAVID'S
MANAGED CARE
PARTICIPATION IS

4 - AS FOLLOWS:
ea an ls I‘nc sn I Accountable PPO
’ Network

Admar
Amil International

HMO/PPO
Aetna :
Managed Choice

Open Choice
TRS

Affordable
@ Anthem Health
: Systems/Anthem

Health Plan of Texas

Effective January 1, 1387, participation in Prudential Heaith Plans | ™o
will NOT include services provided by Columbia St. David's. Blue Choice

HealthSelect
HealthSelect Plus
FedSelect
HMO Blue
HMO Blue Medicaid
Columbia St. David’s
Health Network
Cigna Healthcare
HMO/PPO
the freedom to choose Ethix Southwest
PPO Network
Foundation Health Plan
HMO/PPO

At Columbia St. David’s,
we've worked hard to

provide an integrated

which hospital you

want to go to. You

I N
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Effective January 1, 1887, participation in Prudential Health 'Plns Wi e o
will NOT include services provided by Golumbia St. David's. bl s
HealthSelect Plus
FedSelect
HMO Blue
HMO Blue Medicaid
Columbia St. David’s
Health Network
Cigna Healthcare
HMO/PPO
At Columbia St. Davids, the freedom to choose Ethix Southwest
we've worked hard to which hospital you PPO Network
; ; Foundation Health Plan
provide an integrated want to go to. You HMO/PPO
health care system that will have access to POS
takes good care of Austin such trusted names as Healthsource
families. We believe a St. Davids Medical Humana Health Plans
health plan should allow Center, St David’ HMO/ PPO
you access to all the health Medicenters, Austin U;::;(: I(;::]Utgszleﬂzf
care choices available, not Diagnostic Medical HMO/PPO
just those selected by an Center, South Austin NYLCare
insurance company. By selecting one of these Medical Center and Round Rock Hospital. For One Health Plan
health plans instead of Prudential, you will have more information, call (512) 482-4100. PCA Health Plans
: of Texas
A Choice. Now, that's a solid pl z| mworrro
ccess. Care. Choice. Now, that's a solid plan. | o~
Austin Diagnostic Medical Center * Bailey Square Surgery Center ¢ Central Texas _% P(?A Star
Imaging Center * Homecare Lifeway * Oakwood Surgery Center * Round Rock Hospital b P;’Zi:::eahh Lo
* St. David’s Medical Center ® South Austin Medical Center g P% oMbk r
5 Z | St. David’s Select
© COLUMBIA | i
5 3| Network
ID :
ST. DAV s 5 Plan participation may vary by facility




