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Will you talk abow sex, laughter, and 
money? 

Rita Mae: Sex. I've tried to be attrac­
tive, just physically, because unattrac­
cive people aren't paid a.ny artentio.n. 
You're nor supposed to notice this, or 
say it-and the whole feminist rap, of 
course, is that such things don't mat­
ter. But those ladies in workshirts are 
checking each other out just as hard as 
those ladies in the Valentino blouses. 
I'm not cvnscious of having slept with 
people tc> get what I wa.nr. It could be 
that I did, but I'm not aware of it. But 
I do know one thing, I'm attracted to 
women who succeed, not to women 
who fail. 

l do not find whining and complain­
ing-and failure, even if chey're con­
nected to looks wd brains-aphrodisi­
acs. But women like Alexis Smith or 
Florynce Ken.nedy walk into a room! 
Alexis is so sensitive to her environ­
ment that she will pick out the differ­
enr greens in one tree. And rlory nee-I 
don't want to upset Florynce by saying 

I find her actractive-but she fights 
back; and while she's fighting she's 
laughing, and because of that she's one 
of the sexiest women in the whole 

movement. A couple of my gay maJe 
friends were talking about who they 
found attractive. And I said I thought 
Ronald Coleman was attractive. Because 
he was responsible. They couldn't be­
lieve it. And women like Lily Tomlin 
and Janet Flanner and J osephinc Baker; 
and Gloria Steinem and Carole Lom­
bard. And some others, who, like Flan­
ner, are old women-and they couldn't 
believe that either. I said, "Look at a 
photograph of Janet Flanner's head and 
tell me if that isn't one of the most 
beautiful human beings you've ever 
seen." 

Because of tbe spirit and intelligence in 
her? 

Rita Mae: Because she's lived. It's 
written all over her face: I have lived 
life. 1 have tasted the inside of life. 
And that is pure sexual connection for 
me. 

Do _you /Jave a11ytbing to say about 
that, Elaine? 

Elaine: No. 

Have you "tasted tbc inside of life"? 

Elaine: I would certainly have the 
good grace not to speak char loudly 
about it if I had. 
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Do you have rnm·e to say on tbat 
subject, Elaine? 

Elaine: Yes. You can talk all you wan r 
to about the lines in a woman's face 
and her spirit and sensitivity, but 
there's also just pure scxuaJ attraction. 
Lust. Which is something women by 
and large are very reluctant to admit. 
Lust: to just walk up and say, "You 
know, I'd really like to make love with 
you." 

Rita Mae: Women punish you for rhar 
kind of directness. They may sleep with 
you, but they'll get back at you. 

Elaine: The whol.e message being, "I 
gave you my body, now you give me 
your soul." 

One of tbe tbings I've learned about 
lust is that I don't necessarily bave to 
do anytbing about it. When l was 
you11ger I tbougbt l would die if l

didn't. 

Rita Mae: My attractions are fewer 
but much more intense. I just can't 
rum my body off-although I can not 
let 1:he other women know what's go· 
ing on. That's the difference for me 
now. But sometimes it gets so bad I 

just have to leave. My jaw hits the floor 
when women tell me they don't experi­
ence these wild physical responses when 
they see someone they like. It makes me 
hurt. I literally hurt wirh it. 

Elaine: Rita's talking about her femin­
ist hard-on. 

Rita Mae: 1 don't like my responses 
confused with a man's. I want to talk 
about money. I love money. If I were so 
rich that I didn't know how much 
money 1 had I would fund a third party 
to try to come to power legitimately-a 
party for our people, the poor, the gay, 
the women. If I had limited money, but 
was still stinking rich, I'd start a film 
company-a real one capable of com­
peting in the neighborhood theaters. 
With even more limited funds, I would 
jusr do two things-take care of my 
personal friends, which I do, in any 
case; then settle on a farm in Virginia, 
look at the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
write books. But no matter what, l want 
to live in Virginia. Maybe I'll just settle 
for a sharecropper's rent. 

Elaine: Money. I make $12,500 a year 
before taxes. And every rwo years, like 
now, I have to run again for reelection, 
and that costs money. So far I've not 
known money well enou�h to get to 
love it. 
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