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Dear Steve Gavin and Come Our! )

It was very disappointing, to sece the box entitled
“Is Socialism the Answer?” displayed in such a
prominent position witheut a specific rebuttal

nearby., Hopefully this letter could nerve—:that__‘

purpose successfully, =Ly
It seems utopian, in the negalive sense, to see a
system as either a satisfactory or unsatisfactory
replacement. A system reflects the struggle that has
taken place to put it into effect. If there is no
anti-sexist component to a socialist revolution,
obviously the result will reflect that lack. We know
by now, lhope, that the “counter-culture” is not
attacking capitalism, let alone sexism, and that it is
fruitless to expect an evolution in conciousness
arising simply from propaganda. What is needed is
seme theory of sexism that can produce a program
of action. It seems to me that there has been an
over-em phasis on conciousness  raising ' and

alienation, and an indifference to gay politics. With =~ -
no political theory of sexism as it pertains to .
women and gay people, how can there be a & -

political respnse that can collectively embrace the
left? It is not adequate, it should be obvious by
now, to demand sympathy or moral reforms from

anyone, including the sexist male left, if there.js .- .

oppression, then there s 2 source for a

political movement, in which case the left would be
confronted with a real choice, and a real
imperative. Conciousness is not a movement in
itself. . '

Russia, China, and Cuba have been consistent in
their treatment of homosexuals, but they are not
necessarily exampies of the timits of socialism. All
three of these states were formed from peasant
revolutions. | am sure that the results of a
revolution in an industrialized country which has
enjoyed a long tradition of bourgeois freedom
would be different, open to new possibilities. 1 am
also sure that if feminist and gay issues are not-
Programatically raised, then the results of a
revolution here witl be a dismal repetition. That

makes the role of women and gay people quite
important,

On behalf of the sexist male left then, | would
urge you to politicize yourselves and then go to
work on us. There s nothing sexist about
dialectical materialism, only sexist applications. You
must  help us try to fill in the blanks.
Moral-emotional protestations are not neagly
enough-we've all been saturated with these, and we
only tend to heed those which are accompanied by
some pratical solution. The weight of history is, [
beleive, leaning against that which supports
capitalism. We haven’t much of a choice: socialism
will be the answer, whether we like it or not. The
job is to make it the answer for everyone in the
fullest, most spiritually satisfying way, and not be .
stopped short at the success of simply seeing
everyone fed and clothed,

although this is no small battle cither,

Black communists see racism us bad for
cveryone, and are actively invoived in trying to win
over white racist workers. They know that without
whites  they cannot win, that nobody wins.
Similarly sexism will not be overcome. untess the
victimized actively participate in the struggle, on
the basis of political principles as well as moral
empathy. Your “enemies’ will indeed try to
destroy you, until you show them why they are
actually your friends, and if fricndship is based on
a world-vision that overshadows simple personal
likes and dislikes, then it can last as something

A,
permanent and powerful, even revolutionary .

Sincerely,

Max Sawicky

AH You Can 15at

% Railroad Plaza, room 2158

New Brunswick, New Tersey 08903

Dear Brothers, Sisters,

1 was receiving your paper a4 brother was sending it )
to me, uniil they stopped allowing them to enter

{They can’t stand the trulh),

Pm grateful for your paper because it is the only
wiy a brother i prison can get the truth, So for this
reason 1 would like for you to place my name in your
personal column, | would like to correspond with
sisters who are in the “front”

[I'm twenty-six, black, trom Piti:,burgh Penna, 1
received one and a half to three years for driving
under i suspended license. 1 have seven months in.

| would appreciate it very much if you would do
this for me.

Yours in the struggle,
Donald
Donald Phelan no. ¢-7882
Drawer R,
Huntingdon, Penngyivania 16652

2lymod reticlos ond otetements,.
axsrens tlie o inion of the
~uthor only ©nd do not reflect
tiie Teelin~g of the entire
collective,.

o =

.- is:next to’ RedBank
~knaw where | 'mean

" Peace and Powor Editor L 3

As you may. notn 1 am _at preunt mcarcerued
'and 1 can: truthfully state thev haved placad mo.
hete sojely for political ressons.

- MY reasons for writing this- is in hope to gather
mfofmltlon of this, your: portlon of oppression, for

A am aware that thn stnluht snchty is h-rd on your'

Ioumo uu muul of th. peoplc

L0 douht very. urlouslv i 1 would be able to’

roegwa your papser- so thcrufor_q couid you pleass
print this and express my sincers wishes of delving
in the ““Gay Revolution' and want somaone who is
gay. be a brother pifll sister, ta. write. It would be
lhpnciatod { seek to. sxchange politicsl ideals and

i truth mavbn _obum ] frhnd whn is wholely-

und-rnmdmg
T miust clou for now’ in hopc thlt this will be
printed. Yours in the Strugnlo. Cave Bridell H-8161
Neawar R State c°rucuonnl institution
Huntmgdon Pnnnsvluma 18852

Dur Sisters: . S ‘
i+ am enclosing 15 cents far your list of
internstional gay omnizaﬂons To bother you with
[ jlttle info. about m
.yasrs old, and live ‘i

_d Acburv lrk—l hopc you'
Anyway, my
iwlltlon and alllnatlon I have.

utter-snd complete

. out hers because it is far from N.¥.C. and hance‘_
:feu -gay pegpia’ live . hura Those few that | know

-are aver 25. So ploau son if you know of any gay
conciousness ramnq, ‘coffeshouse, etc. organizations
arround this area, or in Monmouth County N.J. We
have a few mixed (straight and gay) bars arround
here, but | can’t dig that because of its unintimate,
unfrigndly ..atmosphere .and :there is no ones there
who | can talk to .or can help me, especially since
its the over 21 get..| have contacted GAY YOUTH
in N.Y.C., but that isn’t much: help either because
it is 'hard to get up thers since | am 100 young to
drive. | had -there phone number, but it got
cisconnected. 50, if you can give me the adress to
Gay Youth | w_ou!d _ap.preciate‘i_t too. Thanks,
Suters ‘

‘Lave, Love, ane Love with Gay Love {Mother
Nature's Son)  Fair: Havan N.J. P.5. Was really
surprisad to see your paper made it all the way
down  to. the peace center here—heard so0 much
abaut it. Dig it hh_e pa.lper).

Note: Name withheld because of age by
Come OUﬂcollectlve

Come Out! is pubhshed by the
Come Out! collective seasonally
on January, April, July, and
October, Subscnptmn price. is
$6 for 12 issues. The office of
publication is 752 9th Ave. (4f), :
- New. York, NY loolg.,

This is volume: 8 (issue-9) pub-—
lished on January 11, 1971,

. Apphcatlon to mail at 2nd class_
' postage rates 1s pendmg at New
-‘York NY.

-responsibility for it, and o it's you th

. the Communist Party are very resl questicns - on

"like was that the article did not criticize opent

. Alsa, | feit that some of the mmtiom put orwe
/. .waera not _done in & way. that was mea
L constmctivo For ucmpln, ssking’ wh-thn

.-::'mlting policv tor’ them. Eurv
'-_xormiut_lon i inﬂllutld by piﬂ roicht
Jthc CP . ls "hardly an . cxmption. ‘but-th

“criticize ‘our ‘friends as if they. ware enem
‘simost. like driving them into the camp “of ‘ou

o-f-l am. a gey guy {(fag), 16’

sithaven, New_Jersey, which. = .'asked ‘in’ good “faith - in ordar to_ get ‘mory

oublés are the . B

" definitely think that it is hlgh time that flminlns

. Rather it is; An intelligent revolutionary . does- not

. that statement.

Sisters and Brothers of Come Qutl, . :

As | wes reading the last issue of {.‘oma QOutl’
{vol. 2-7B), | found an articis, the .S!rilj_
questions  about Angela Davis, that disturbed. m
very much, Since the articie was not‘-‘-sw I
assume that "the editors of ths paper

writing.
" First, | must say that the questions as&ld obout

that |'ve never. heard them answer. What | didn

where there was svery reason to. To ask qugs_thn
seemned aimost 8 “gossiping’” way to make a poin
when almost all that wes said about the CP coul
and could and should be aired in .public, zo.th
people can understand what is mally going::

"infiltrated. with pigs thet wuhinown

mean: that. they eontrol every orunlutlnn

snemiss. Thoru are many good paopls’ in, M [
and “we should criticize in a way that csn'h
thoss peopie change whan they are wrang, L
There wers also somse real questions sbout the
Angels Davis case in. teh srticle, which movbc I ca
heipanswer, First, Anq-ll bought the guns » fu
year before the shootout bacauss her life was bcm'_
threstensd. Jonathan Jackson was her. quvnu
snd she bought the guns for him, Another qn.mtio
was about why the CP . is defending her. Yn. it
on the grounds thet she would never kla_o_winqu.‘
become invalved in a courthouse shootout: simply.
thet she is innocent of thoss specific " charg
Another question was shout Ralph Poindqxto_r. H
is a personsl friend of Angela‘s, and comes from a
wealithy Chicago family ... which explains why he
was bailcd out 30 quickly. criticism for publishing
tham. | ‘can’t. belisve ths quutloul mu ru!

informlﬂon ‘about the case. To ask if. Anqol
Intolllglnt revolutionary for being confuud.u lhl
= t'd be.in pratty good shape. Nl\m' before:in -t
_history of ‘this monster have they dugnemd the
country for someons as they have Angsla, To ek
why was she caught in 8 white section of town can
only be destructive; we can only assume that lhl
was doing everything she could to stay out of the: .
pigs’ clutches, |f she made any mistakes in that
area, I'm sure she now reslizes them only too woll
What she nesdsnow is odr resl support [given |n
way that cannot be used be opportunuu). not that
wéa should attack her escape plans or specullt
she had. dona this or that .....

The other guestions shout why she joincd the
Communist Party, sbout what happened in Florldl.
or about breaking Party discipline only she.ﬁm
answer, and so she should be asked. And’

and ail revolutionaries got themselves a pniitlcal
.education about the history and method_s (and
failings) ofF {eft-wing groups. :
sent with love
Jim Jones.

Though I'm nor the author of the Angela Daw
article, I feel a response is necessary since, [ helieve,
the writer of the above letter has not’ undemo‘

the amcle The questions put forth by the artlclc in

Angela Davis is a traitor; let’s stab her in the back

‘automatically jump on bandwagons, " eSpeci
bandwagons created by groups who endorse - the
genocide of gay people. A1 this late date the pa
explanations given by this writer Serve’ nly to
underscore the idea put forth in the article,

As for there being many good peaple in
Communist Party, I think .. ['ve aiready amwere

Steve Gavm
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S j'hangs over the campus

‘Copyright 1972 by the Come Out! collective. Al
rights reserved except to Gay Liberation groups
" which are non-commercial,
. unAmerican. We would apprecidte acknow!edgement

non-profit, and -

receiving hate mail and
- death- threats, -

of material taken form Come Outi.

‘We bave .written. our struggly for
self-determination at New College in the face of a
‘rising - tide of anti-homosexual bigotry. At the

" moment the threat of expulsion is in the air, and

*worsa: brothers in the community have been jailed in

a stepped-up campaign of
pohoe harassment We are

“An ugly mood ;

-.Our commitment to fight back is, of course,

- unquenchable; régardless of the corsequences: But
" our numbers ‘and’ resources aré not as great as we
" would like, and our hope is that |r'i'ca|I|ng widespread

.attentaon ‘to our plight, outsnde support will be

forthcommg - and mdeed this has already begun to
happen, in letters of support to us and in letters of

. protest to: John Elmendorf, President; New Coliege:

Sarasota, Florida 33578
New College is a hoopla pseudo-experimantal

Hollywood haven designed to apathize students with

repressive tolerance as though it were the liberation
they really hungered for instead. Calling itself “the

" Harvard of the South,” it is rather a fake Goddard or
" Antioch. It offers no sweat-pot-smoking, narcissistic

_encounter games, and sexual liberty for straight

_ (mostly counter-culture) men: they beat up queers

and call orientation *“Rape Week.” The college seeks
out the highly intetligent and the highly rebellious —

‘those they regard as mest potentially. dangerous to

“the status quo. The cooling out process is remarkably

" significant number

effective. Also, standing on the edge of a black
ghetto, the college is unbelievably racist; instead of a
of scholarships to the black
community, free gumdrops are offered to ghetto

_children on Hatloween,

DeMott is an establishment man who opposed a
black studies program at Amherst. He denigrated
women. and Women's Liberation in the Atlantic
Monthly. Now, seeking to be tenured Provost of New
College, he used vicious terms to refer to us
homosexuals and ridiculed our notion that we had a
history of oppression and accomplishment worthy of
study. Our anger exploded in spontaneous
confrontation, but joining together, we drew up
demands addressed not only to this question but

- athers that had been disturhing us for a long time.

Monday, November 1, 1971, we presented our

.. Demands to President Elmendorf, after he tried to
‘ -divert us and then sneak out a side door. That night,"

at an emergency “town-hall” meeting, Etmendorf
called our demands a threat to the existence of the
college, thus creating a kangaroo court atmosphere
ameng alarmed students.

~ Tuesday, MNovember 2, without adequate notice,
Elmendorf summoned us to a secret meeting, during -
which he promised nothing but sicceeded in
intimidating us, particularly about the dangers of
pressing our case further — whether in releases to the

. college community, the media, or the national Gay

Liberation movement, -
Wednesday, November 3, we walked into a faculty

" ' meeting, uninvited, demanded to be heard, asked gay
- faculty to come forward, and chanted the names of
~ ., homosexuals whose life and times merited attention
- @5 part of an effeminist studies program, contrary to

DeMott’'s mockery.
- Monday, November 8, after growing love and

" struggle within® our group, we issued a criticism of

our male supremacy and- liberalism, Smash

Hetero-Sexism, building toward the trustees’ meetmg

on Thursday.
Wednesday,

November 10, a notice of the

 homosexual jailings appeared in the two Sarasota

newspapers owned by a New College trustee. We
took this as a direct warning concerning the next
gay's actions. We issued Therapeutic Games, our
heaviest indictment of the college so far — in the

Vo[ 2, # ¥, 13 3

sexual’

context of the increasing ugliness of mood on
campus. We moved, now, only in tactical groupings;
we did not feel safe except when we were working,
eating, and sleeping together.

Proud Thursday, November 11, we went in a body

to the trustees’ meeting, hoping to state our total

resistance to further persecution. When we reached

the estate where they were meeting, we found iron
gates closed and locked against us, so we struck out
around the estate, climbed the sea-wall at the rear,
and made our way into the meeting, where we
presented the Trustees Staternent and Press Release.

Next, we attended a lecture DeMott was giving
{on morality, yet!). We taped up, on the wall behind
him, the names of homosexual-heroes and martyrs;

we challenged his lecture for its:sexist terminology.

After much hub-bub, we also announced the
nationwide campaign by gay groups to confront him
whereever he lectures, This®campaign was suggested
by a number of groups in the nation who were in
touch with us by phone, telegram, and letter. We
hope the campaign will spread and become total. |

Next, we held a press conference; explaining our
actions during the day. When we left the campus that
night, talk of legal action, expulsion, and the closing
of the college was already rife.

Since then, we are still here, loving and working
together, We obviously don't care about their B.A. if
it means selling out our very right to exist proudly
and openly as revolutionary effeminists. Whatever ax
falls now, this college will never be the same. And
perhaps we have created a model for struggle at other
colleges and institutions.

WE ARE EVERYWHEHE: NOWHERE ARE WE FREE’
BUILD THE EFFEMINIST REVOLUTION!

Next, we held a press conference, explaining our
actions during the day. When we left the campus that
night, tatk of legal action, expulsion, and the closing
of the college was already rife.

Since then, we are still here, loving and workmg :

together, We obviously don’t care about their B.A. if
it means -selling out our very right to exist proudly

and openly as revolutionary effeminists. Whatever ax
falls now, this college will never be the same. And
perhaps we have created a mode{ for struggle at other
colleges and institutions.

SMASH HETERO-SEXISM ‘
by the Ad-Hoc Gay Men's Committee

ON MALE SUPREMACY: No amn, straight or gay,
can feel free from struggling with his male
supremacy. It is an undeniable fact that anyone with
male genitals in our society has been given special
power and priveleges which pervade every aspect of
being. In the spirit of struggle, we gay men criticize
our own male supremacy as it appeared in the
following instances during recent actions:

First, during the presentation of our demands, -
President Elmendorf said, in reférence to our desire
to talk to him, "That’s refreshing,” a remark
intended as a slur on the South Hall 22 — the women
who- were occupying his office to press their gwn

* WE ARE EVERYWHERE: NOWHERE ARE WE FREE’
BUILD THE EFFEMINIST REVOLUTION!

demands. This attempt to set two oppressed groups
against each other, in competition for his approval,
was male supremacist of him. Our male supremacy
was evident, however, in that we let this slur go
unanswered, On another occasion, he used the term
“gals” in speaking to us — which we failed to
confront each time he used it.

Second, in the demands themselves, we
incorrectly included the oppression of lesbians atong
with our own. Although in some instances we
purported to speak only for ourselves, in others we
actually expressed demands on their behalf in true
male fashion, Throughout history, men have asumed
the right to speak for women; it is imperative that we
put an end to his oppressive practive. This is also in
our own self-interest, since the heterp-sexist,
masculinist mentality is the source of our own,
oppression and is thus our enemy, even when it crops
up within ourselves,

ON LIBERALISM: In the struggle for fiberation,
it is necessary to distinguish between liberalismn and
radicalism. Liberalism has always bheen the ideology
of the hetero-sexist oppressor, attempting to keep
oppressed groups appeased with token concessions,
all the while wearing a false mask of benevolence. It
is now necessary for us to fight liberalism as it
appears in our thinking.

First, after stating our grievances clearly as
demands, we allowed ourselves to appear to be
willing to compromise them through closet
negotiations. What is worse, the night preceding these
negotiations, John E!mendorf, before the entire
college community, spoke about the impossibility of
considering our demands, much less meeting them,
describing them in no uncertain terms as being the
final blow to the existence of the college. In spite of
his remarks, the remnants of our liberalism still
allowed us to be manipulated into pointless
negotiations. .

Second, ON Tuesday morning, during the closet
negotiations themselves, Elmendorf made it clear

- that token concessions might well be forthcoming,
provided that no mention be made to the press
coencerning his written response to our demands.
Moreover, Eimendorf intimated that even allowing
the college community to become aware of his
response would not be advisable because of - the
possibility of its reaching the press through this more
indirect route. As a result, no onr but us knows of
the contradictions between his public and private
utterances. We see now that no oppressed group can
agree to stifle the very mention of their own
oppression, since calling attention to their plight is a
necessary first step to its remedy. Consequently, any
implication of abiding by the rules of the oppressor,
as epitomized by Elmendorf, is hereby rejected for
the tiberal sham it is.

Contin on page 10
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§ WOMeEN BUSTED

Py Hetly Brow ant georgea Hepper -

BOSTON (LNS} - “They were wni§tling,

grabbing,pulling, cursing, swearing, running at the
patrol wagon almost like Indians circling a coverad
wagon™, commented police after they busted @ight
women for disorderly conduct in front of Jacque's,
a Boston gay bar, on Qctober 31, -

According to the women, the scene started when
two women were having a verbal argument inside
the bar. Twe police officers took them outside,
shoved them up against a car, and began to beat
themm. Four other women who saw this happen
were picked off the sidewalk when they tried to
protest.

“All 1 did was yell ‘What are you doing? They
didn't do anything!" A cop walked up to me and
grabbed me, and gave me to another oep who
pushed me up against the car and smashed my head
down on the hood.,”

The last two women say they were picked up as
they were walking toward their cars. The women
say that the cops shoved, threw and drop-kicked
the eight of them into the patrol wagon, telling
them,“you want to Wik like a man? We'll treat you
like a man.”

The last person to be arrested was a woman who
just happened to be in the vicinity. When her friend
informed the police, “You've got the wrong person,
she doesn't belong there” one of the cops was
overheard to say, “I think we've got a straight in
here. What'll we do?”

At the trial, the police were unable to ideatify
any of the defendants specificaily; *““They were
dressed quite differently at the time in fact they
looked like men.”

“Nobody was dressed like a man,” said one
defendant. One of the women was wearing a skirt,
one a pants suil. Several have tong hair, which they
wore loose,

Even after the women were licked into the
patrol wagon, the police said, they continued to
resist by rocking the car from side to side.

*“As we were driving along {the police] speeded
up the truck to 50 or 60 miles an hour, Then they
suddenly put- on teh brakes, so we all went
sprawling on top of each other.”

The ecight women were found guilty and fined
$100 each. Two were also given one year on
probation. Some are appealing the sentence. When

Judge DeGugieimo heard that they were appealing, °

he pulled them over to the witness stand and raised
their bail to $500 (it had been $50 before the
trial), for no apparant reeason. There had been no
testimony at the trial that indicated they had done
anything the other women had not.

Arrests on disorderly conduct and drunkenness
are not uncommon at bars. But then Jacque’s is a
gay bar,.which means that it plays a different role
in the life of its customers than do most straight
bars, Jacque’s is the only public social place in
Boston that provides space specifically for gay
women. It is one of few places for gay men.

It is the one place where we can relax and be
openly gay without fear of reprisals from bosses or
families. We come home from “respectable” jobs
and leave the monotony of our apartments to
spend an evening away from the pressures of
straight society, the forced secrecy and the fear, the
whispers of those who know, We go to. be with
friends and lovers, or to meet new people, For once
we are not isolated; we are with others like
ourselves. The bar fills some need, perhaps gives us
some securily and freedom — feelings the world
outside the bar refuses,

Being gay is what brings us to the bar and is

what we all have in common. And beyond the
shared fact of our homosexuality, we Seem to have
an understanding, unarticulated, yet acted upon,
that we will come to each other’s defense against
anli-gay harassment — ai least in thg bar. It’s our

turf and in it our common bitterness from living in

an alienating society creates some sort of bond
between us. .

The place 15 - dingy and  volatile, it’s
unpredictable. No one Knows when someone will
start breaking bottles, or when a fight will break
aul. Our need in going to the bar is often to build
some human relationships, bul the atmosphere is
hardly conducive for such purposes. [t becomes
rather a place to release the anger of our daily lives
among  people who  won't  explain away our
experienice by saying, “$he’s sick, she’s a lesbian.”
1U's a bar scenw.

. beer-in"his hand, at"

Since there are no other piaces IOT gay women -

fo go, the management has a monopoly. It charges
40 cents for 4 ounces of ginger ale. And we pay. It
maintains its captive audience so that people almost
feel gratitude toward this bar, It’s 8 double bind —

‘not unlike the positions most people in this society

must ‘accept. Like the workin le who hate
their jobs, we all conclude, “It’s still better than
nothing” and nothing seems to be the existing
alternative. o . T

Now in the last "two - or three months, the
relative security and’ freedom from harassment that
the bar used to provide for gay people seems to be
slipping away. There are more police around — last
year, there was usually one detail officer in the bar;
now there are apt to be four or more cops inside
during the course of the evening, plus a paddy
wagon awiting outside. '

There is an atmosphere of tension, almost like a
seige. People report that the cops have been taking
down the license plate numbers of cars: parked
outside the bars, that the’ management is being
more careful -about checking 1.D.’s, that the Other
gide has been refusing off and ‘on to admit guys in

The arrest of the eight women on Oct. 31 was
not the only bust lately, just the largest. We talked
to women at the bar about other incidents they
had seen, -~ - - Co ' '

"“@hne -night when [ was coming down here, there
was a woman down on the sid?walk. and a cop was
standing with his foot on:her." by the ' "

“This guy was staiding over by. the ‘stairs, with a

' , at"closing time. The cop_told him
o hurry up and finish his beer. But when he went
0 take a sip, the cop knocked the bottle out of his
hands, and then-took the guy by the hair and the
back of the neck and threw him out the door.” -

Jacque's and the Other' Side are in the middle of

- .

: the Boston Redevelopment "Authority’s South Cove
redevelopment project. “Right across the street s

new Howard Johnson Motor Lodge is about to be’
completed. Just three blocks away, apartments are
going up; almost 300 dweliing units, including some
70 for senior citizens,

We are allowed to exist as long as we are not
noticeable. But if one'of these out-of-the-way-
sections acquires some value — if it becomes useful
to business intercsts who would find a gay bar in
the arca embarrassing, or if it ‘becomes the site of
something “‘respectable”, like housing for families —
then the gay people may be out on their ears on
the streets, ' ‘

BAY SWITCHBOARD

Gay People: )
Ever since the gay movement began there has
been talk about the need for a switchboard for gay
people..a number you could cali anytime for
information, or to rap with another gay person,
up of gay people has formed to establish
and’ operate such a switchboard. We have certain
visions of what we would tike the switchboard to
be. We know, of course, that you do too.
We would like to have an up-to-date listing of
gay organizations — on campus and off; a central’

Place for these groups to list their activities, -
meeting nights, dances, demonstrations, political .

actions, etc.; and a central place for gay people to
call and find out what’s happening in town for gay
people We will attempt to carry a complete list of
neighborhood gay - bars, baths, resorts, theatres,
travel agencies, restaurants and any other services
which' cater to a gay clientel.To help gay people to
utilize gay talents there will be a listing of gay
people involved in _specific trades: typists, plumbers,
carpenters, artists, etc. We plan to have a listing of
medical and legal services. A place to find a ride or

‘rider.on a cross country trip. We forsée our Rap

Line-(a number to call and rap with anpther gay -

-person about any problems that socicty may be

trying -do dump on you for being gay..such as.
coming out; being hastied on your job; blackmail or

- whatever) getting .a lot of use, and we already have.

thought of the need for more than one line.

- Collective, a few people got together and decided

- 'people of New York, where straight people got a

.mean- Fomething to our sisters and brothers who

" lies, .-Therepbre, we are a forum, but a Liberation

. 212:260-2576 (day-

WHAT'S HAPPENING

What is happening? Liberation House Gay' Care

to do something instead of just dreaming and -
complaining. Liberation House is at 247 W. Ilth
Street, N.Y' 10014, Telephone 242-7521. Check it
out and come together there. Liberation House is
for both Gay women and Gay men. ‘ :
Some people deal dope and others deal cars, but
how many ple actually deal with their lives:
intro 475 ficarings, last public hearing Dec 17,
1971 where Gay people got a good taste of gtmi;lgt I
poljtics, of stalling, of attempts to discredit i
theMaydr of New. York at the expense of the Gay = -

T

good taste of Gay politics, that we will not back
down. To some people Intro 475 will not mean a
thing. Instead of pgetting openly fired  because
you're Gay you can now be fired out of the old
“gentlemen’s . aggrelent” -  you are - just
incompetent (as: well as Gay). But Intro 475 will

LR,

live in constant fear of getting shoved out of their
professions because they are Gay or not being able
to get into those professions at all, It will help a
Gay doctor, for instance, whose hospital will not

_ let him or her intem because they have found out

he or she might be Gay. It might help teachers. But

~ as Ralph Hall says in Faggot, we'll now have “queer

cops and queer firemen”, In other.words, we'll be . -
legalizing our own deviancy, and homosexuality will
be just as fireign to straights as ever. But at least it
won't be jllegal to be a Gay doctor, just illegal to
be a practicing homosexual who is a doctor. It will °
be within our rights to work for the Man who will
bust us on off hours but let us work on on hours.
If this sounds a little difficult to follow, to fathom,
to get clear where we stand on Intro 475, it is
because it is a tough number to generalize about -
because some of us might' teach one day (and
thereby join the professionals who will benefit from
Intro 475), but also we’re aware of what it's like in
Holland and England where hthey hau:eh also
“legalized pervemsion™, where homosexuality is
swept under the mg, and is still talked about
politely, .
One of the themes that came out of the last = - -
hearing was the liberal politicians apology *““What L
one does in bed is certainly his own business and’ :
does not concern amyone else” (even the other =~
person, 1 guess). Jim Forratt actually testified to . .
the disappointment of Gay and straight liberals,- =~
that he was Gay 24 hours 1 day and not juston - =~
the weekends after the bars close, Austen Wade:said ~
that the gowernment had -no business in- the: =
bedroom. A spolésman from the Catholic War
Veterans said that the government must uphoid the.
ancient -verities extolled by the Church, such as the " .
massacre of the Innocents ~ in Viet ‘Nam, in “ ' "~
Attica, in back room abortion pariors, and

S Y P AP N W

whergbver perversion and Iust prevail. In allgthe last

publit hearing of Intro 475 was great theatre, but = |
let’s deal with our lives directly until we won't have
to come to the Man and beg his pardon for our

5.
In Brooklyn at 323 Baltic Avenue is a New
Place, a coffee house for Brookilyn Gays on Sunday-
nights from 8-12, It is run by a collective who have
been showing movies on Sundays, as well as music, -
rapping, dancing. 237-1049 is their number. Also =
any one interested in a3 Gay Revolution video
project piease call '
Gay Activist Alliance is compiling a list of all .
Gay Liberation organizations in America and The
World, It will be sent free to any organization that - e
wants it and that can add to it when necessary. For. /.~
a copy of this list or more info write GAA, -
National Gay Movement Committee, 99 Wooster. .-
Street, New York, N.Y. 10012, T e
Come Out! has to apolgise to MMray Adelman -
of Chicago Gay Alliance who wrote the -artical
Coming Qut and Getting Busted in the last issue -
and was not' credited. Also we should make an .
apology for the Gay University pictures’ which . -
offended some people. We did not make it clear
that the Gay University spoof was for males; “it
should have been Gay Male University. The needs.
of Gay women should be defined by Gay women = -
(naturally), o - ; . .
Words are stranger--and -stranger than fiction: ... ..
Come Out! needs your words and your' strength,
your support, money, paper clips, anything. But it
is" important for 'us .to realize what we arc as a
collective, and .where-our place. in :Gay Liberation -

forum, and this means that every page of Come
Our! must express our struggle in the Gay -
Liberation process. This has got to be our guiding
idea in what we publish and why we come together . .
in rain and sleet.and hail to get this paper out =— .. .0 "
even though we wish'we came out twice or three. .

times as often. -

gay ‘people, we*need your help. Please send us th
names-of people,-organizations, or services -that you,
feelwe should. list.’ Please ‘write: Gay Switchboaid;
cfo " Liberation Housé;."247. "W L1th Street; New
Yok NUY. 100 -0, ¢4ll | temporary number,

or early evening). .~ oo

Statf of the Gay Switchboard




Libersrkd

. Liberation House Collective is a group of gay
women and men involved in personal liberation. We
see ourselves not only as a living commune, but as
a work, education and growth commune,
committed to the collective process with respect for
individual needs and differences. As a living unit,
the Collective is a mutual trust group based upon a

commitment to the Collective and sensitivity to

Collective sisters and brothers. As a work unit, the
Collective is dedicated to the liberation of gay
sisters and brothers. We realize that liberation is a
process that demands change; our work
commitment is to. help gay people pull things
together and change their lives, to work toward the
liberation of individuals, our community, and all
peoples. Oppression is an attitude that stifles all
liberation movements, We also realize taht as a
collective, we still need to re-learn and grow. As an
educational and growth unit, we hope to continue
our own liberation. o ‘

The Collective -segy. structure only as valid as it

The following leaflet was distributed at a’ demo to
support the building of a low rent housing project
in Forest Hills (Queens, NYC): .

In all my thdughts of a ghetto...] never dreamed we

would be locked within our wall.
from The Wall
Noach Levinson
John Hersey Ed.

WE OPPOSE RACISM

ay Jews support the building of a Public
Hm\:’s?n:s grgj"cct in Forest ]:lills. We resent _the
misrepresentation of our feelings by conservative,
straight, Jewish organizations. We as Jews, recently
emerging from over a thousand years of GHETTO
OPPRESSION and POGROMS in Europe, refuse to
perpetuate that oppression on other peoples.

WE OPPOSE SEXISM

Even when the project is built, it will
discriminate against Gay People, Single People, and
Living Collectives (Kibbutzim). The New York City
Housing Authority o_n]y_.recognizes the heterosexuai

oy Ish Revoltion Continues

Family as a legitimate life style, Therefore Gay
People, Single People, and Unmarried People with
Children are. being denijed decent, iniegrated, .
housing at rents they can afford. This perpetuates = -
the GENOCIDE and POGROMS that Gay People
have undergone for over 5000 years,

WE AS GAY IEWS DEMAND:

1. The construction of Public, decent, integrated
housing for all People at rents they can afford.

2. We therefore demand shat all American
personnal and resources now being used for warfare
be immediately withdrawn from places where they
are neither wanted nor needed. We demand that
these swords be converted to plowshares. Let ys
turn Tanks, Planes, and Guns into the Bulldozers,
Cranes, and Bricks needed to sew the seeds of a
better world, ' '

GAY JEWISH REVOLUTION
cfo Come Out!

Box 233

Times Square station

New York, N.Y. 10036

" Current projects of Liberation House Gay .
Collective include:
...Crisis counseling

...Organizing women’s and men’s coming-out groups S :

- and consciousness-raising groups
--.Organizing gay groups in the boroughs o
..helping gay ...helping gay people to form -

"

their own living communes Ce

...housing and job counseling

...a food co-op

..starting a cooperative crafts workshop .
..learning to provide emergency help to gay sisters- -
and brothers with drug problems Lo
...Community meals '
..re-education workshops and seminars
" ...starting a health clinic :

These projects are centered around our basemnent
storefront at 247 W, 11th St. If you'd be interested .

in joining the Collective, or if you'd like to- Do
. participate in any of our projects and activities, or R

if you'd like to be in touch, come see us or call

supports and reinforces our basic goal, human- (212} 242-7521.

liberation. We also are committed to working
within a small unit. Small units can penerate change

SISTERS AND BROTHERS, LET'S GET IT '

while maintaining  human  hearteduess  and '
sensitivity.  Above  all, Liberation House Gay TOGETHER!
Coliective s a commitment between people to

peaple! .

troposal for 4

Center, ..

New York holds many, many gay people and a few
gay organizations. It would be folly to say that the
needs of New York gay people are being met by
the existing organizations. Needs are so great that
there is almost no possibility of duplication of
services. Almost anything we could think of to do
for the gay community still needs to be done. Gay
people are constantly being referred to straight
health clinics, drug .and . alcohol rehabilitation
centers, land day care centers that fuck them over
. 4s gays. In moments of crisis there is often no place
64_pg S. for gay people to go for fulfillment of their Il;asi«::
ty _ needs. Some groups, such as Gay Counseling

‘ Collective in New York, are now beginning to offer

molive
comes
oul

Final Issue
in two parts

LESBIAN
GAY MEN

s 1.00 ea ch & sympathetic ear for such momeats. This is an
- X extremely important need and should not be ;
Se_“d to! downgraded, but it is one of many basic needs. '

Even the groups that give gays a place to rap and
people to rap with are not prepared to offer
temporary living space, cheap food and clothing, or
work for people in crisis, .

I propose a “gay care center” —— a place that
would care about gay people and help gays to take
care of their own needs, a place where gays would
care about and for each other. In planning and T
actualizing such a center we would have to make e
ereat efforts to stay in touch with people’s needs '

thmm.‘%cic H

GPO BOX 1677
NY. NY. 10001

orders of 25
copies or more

$.75 each
all orders prepaid
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o we all knew each other. : ‘ .
", . 1 don’t know if any of my classmates figured out I

. was -gay. They knew at least that 1 wai's't good at

" sports, that 1 threw a baseball “like a girl,” and that

This-may be the first -article on the subject in this
paper. for it’s very possible that the gay S&M crowd
“is<the ‘most oppresseid sexual type of dll; since they
. are usually misunderstood and.dencunced by their
" oWn gay ‘brothers and sisters, to say nothing of the
2 -straights!

- ANALYSIS AND CLARIFICATION OF TERMS

I. “Revolution™, here, means sim_ply the mental
and social revolution in attitudes that will finally
grant total freedom and equality to all ethnic,
cultural,” creedal groups and sexual types. (It is

outside the purpose of this article to imply that such
_ a revolution in attitudes does, or does not, requite a
previous political and/or economic revolution). 2.
S&M exists among heterosexuals and homosexuals,
females and males. This suggests four groups, but
because at any morment a person is usually playing
-sither the S or the M role and not both at the same
time, it really implies eight possible types; e.g.,
“heterosexual female §”, “a homosexual male M",
etc. However, since 1 am a gay male and my
experience has been only with the gay male S&M
scene, this article will necesarily have to be limited
to such; it is hoped that some gay sister who is also
into S&M may be stimulated to write something
about her own, and probably different, experiences.

3. The term “S&M”, of course, stands for
“sadism™ and “masochism™. But these are very
unfortunate words for at least two reasons: A) They
are based on the names of two individuals, the
Marquis {Count) de Sade and the Baron von Sacher -

Masoch, and not only were these two clearly just .

I grew up on a farm in Flat Rock, Pa., a tiny little
place about two hours’ drive from Philadelphia. Flat
Rock has a post office; but no stores; not even 4 gas
- | --station-or a grocery; 1 went to school five miles away

- in"Brooksville. It was a small high school; there were
only 60 students in my graduating class; and of course

“

 ilorie caused me to experience a lot of alienation.
But I never was a real outcast. [ discovered a good

s way to overcone my inadequacy at sports, and that -

.~ 'wag to join the world of athletics in a different way: |
- started writing sports news for_thelocal town weekly
. and 1-became the manager of the different  teams.
- Now, if you don’t know what a manager is, I'll tell
~.you: he is a glorified towel boy. Whilé I always felt
" there was something strange about that role, and- 1
- used to wonder if people were thinking unkind things
about me, I found myself enjoying the position. You
could say [ thought of myself as some sort of
administrative assistant to the coach. Or, you could
say, as they do in the professional sports world (so
I've been told), that I was a “jock sniffer.” At least |
was a competent score-kéeper and time-keeper (1
cheated once and this enabled our team to win the
~ soccer championship, though I've never told anyone
sbout that).
As for being towel boy, the truth is that | didn't
"mind it a bit, because taking care of clean and dirty
towels gave me a perfect excuse to walk in and out of

% the locker room, myself fully clothed, ind I saw

AAs L
V

showh . that ha was .riot -2 “piire “sadist™ bt h:
_equally strorig “masdchistic™ ‘elements as Well:'Byin

]

. (by “Larr'y. S” membér of - the Eulempigei ‘Society,
_ . .~ but the opinions expressed here are not,necessarily
o those of the Society:). .~ . . e T '

individuat “examples =~ who
representative; ofall possible:S&N
case of  the 'Marquis af least, }

the popular. {inctuding - gay) mind, ‘sadism” and

- “masochism™ imply ; the _\‘.gii_r’_ihg arid"receivih'g? of
physical ‘pain, whereas In fact; a good casé can éven

be made that physical pain is.not the esserice of S-M
at all, but ‘merely -an expression -of some- other;
deeper, underlying “essence.. 4. Other -terms have

indeed been used to charactérize the “SM group.” ~
- For example; A): “thé . motorcycle crowd;” but
consider, that wheréas §-M has undoubtedly existed. -
from the beginnings of tim#, motorcyclés have been .
in existence only for the past 80 years,’and probably . -
owe their association with~'S-M to théir rise-in-.

popularity after World WarII, abotit 25 years 3go.’In

previous eras horseback -riding had -some -S:M .

suggestion, and scholarly resesirch.could unearth:still
other, earlier external associatiors. But to further
show the limited value of the mototcycle idea, notice
that only a small percentage of present day Gay'S-M

males own or ride motorcycles, while conversely
_ there are very many motorbike riders, particularly

among straight males, that have no 5-M interests-at
all. B) Another expression ?isi_::"tﬁe leather crowd;”
but right now we are going:through major:fashion
changes.in which much gréatér freeddm in clothing is’
possible to everyone, and ‘leather; suede, vinyi; etc.
are being used in abundance; 6 nowadays if a person
wears shiny black leather it tari no longer confidently
be said that he or she is into 8-M. Conversely, there
was a deflnite beginning té the associstion of the Gay
S-M crowd with black Téather (boots, moforcycle

i

’

visions I jerked off and feel astéep. - .

.My first: sexual experience occutred during:those

_ years. | had'discovered; diring the eailiest days of sex
+ play;-that-my cock was-above average-in size, and 1.
“found a game which. I+ figured out to bé less

dangerous than *“‘Let’s jérk eath other off,” which

was the game [ really wanted to play. The safer game - B

was “T bet my-cock:is-bigger'thafi*yours.” I used the
game successfully. a few: times;.and I.thus managed to

~ have some sexual contact with my schiiolmiates at.age
13 and 14. One time a handsome redhead {whose "

.cack was probably bigger than-mine) refused gutright -
.to play my game and said; “Gét out.of hergiyou -
litle fairy!” There were other. times [ was turned.
down, too, but somehow' T got:through it all withiout

being beatenup. - -

Two times, | managed t6 have sex with other team - - -
managers in ' the girls’ locker room, éven as the

afternoon practice session was going on in the gym.
But that was only twice, and practice sessions took
place day after day. While exciting, those days were
lonely and frustrating. - : -
Now, you will remember that my home in Flat
"Rock was five miles away from the school in

- Brooksville, There was a “special -school bus to

transport kids who participatéd in- afterschool

activities, but Flat Rock was the last stop on 4 very

long circuit. It turned out that I could make a very
convenient connection, each day at 5 p.m., 'with

- Pete, the mailman, It was & 10 minute drive in his

1A

every boy’s beautiful naked body. At night, I closed .
my eyes and imagined each boy’s cock and balls ~1 - white oi ,

definitely had my favorites ~ and with such glotious ite pick-up truck from the Brooksville post office
: b to the little one:room post office in Flat Rock.
; Riding with Pete became a routine for me. I'd {eave
- the practice session, walk a hatf-clock to the post

. office, hop in Pete’s truck, and off we'd go. I was 15.

i

'!- >jacl-<ets, ‘etc.} and older SM’s remember this

- beginning, something like 20-30 years ago. Therefore

'th,e‘ expressionis “motorcycle, leather crowd™ are only

- lemporary designations, true only of certain places
- and times, : ‘

5. “B-D” stands for “bondage-discipline.” Now

HERE is a term which is not based on anyone's name

" (like’ “S-M™) and which is very descriptive of the way

- -in which many S-M people operate; in fact it is an

expression developed by the S-M crowd itself.

- "BonAdage™ means that one person is “submissive’ to

. another .who is. “dominant,” or in wore extreme
gascs hedds a “slave” (0 a “masie”.or in fhe most

o cextreme -form he is i actog! physicel bondage:
* Uhound. tied up by the other, “Discipline’ implies A}
i'ls""i-ha't,* commands are heing given S
aperson-to the submissive ane who i suppozed to
- obay them, and BY that il he do-s o eIV ar o

the ‘domiran

’s";ui"ﬁf:icni'ly to the master’s [iking, he will be punished
‘i some way, which fdet can b nsed cither as a
“-threat to"increase the obedience. o+ else tor the sake
of “ increasing  the - guilt and  punishment  itsell
Naturally in the ldtter case “B-D" horders on “S-M..
in. the strict semsc. but there ic 2 definite
_ psychological difference between. say a slap which is
given as a-punishment for disobedience. and one
which is bestowed out of the pure pleasure of giving
{and ‘receiving) pain. (On the other hand. some
_ readers. at this point may choose to think, as | do,
“that “‘giving and receiving pain™ is itself just a special
‘case of “expressing dominance and submission.”) 6,
“Dirty sex”, meaning afty involvement with urine
andfor excrement, is by common consent regarded as
a further possible part of the $-M consciousness:
sometimes it exists ali by itself. Naturally its devotees
do not regard it as “dirty” in the sense of
“repulsive,” since they enjoy it. 7. “Fetishism™ is the
need and desire for certain physical objects to
stimulate erotic response; these can be anything of
course, but don’t forget that motorcycles, boots,
black leather itself, etc., are all equally clear
examples of fetishes, as also cowboy outfits,
tight-fitting denim levis, and so on. 8. “Playing
games” generally means acting out special fantasies;
for example, a submissive person wants to pretend
that he is a sailor who has been caught stealing by his
commanding officer, who threatens him with
court-martial unless the sailor agrees to become his
personal obedient servant for the rest of the voyage;
if the dominant partner agrees to play the role of the
officer, the scene is set. It is the opinion of this

. Pete was in his 40s. If you were looking for a
derogatory term' for Pete, you might call him a
hillbilly or a stump-jumper or a hick. He was in fact
just a simple, skinny country guy. He had a

- mysterious longing in his eyes, and his teeth {those
-he stilt had) were rotting. He lived two miles further -
“down from Flat Rock with wife and six kids. Pete
. “wag easy-going and did his job well. He was 2 friendly -

guy- who always had: 2 smile and a- wave for the

' country '_folk, all of whom (including my parents)
" knew him. I want you to know that 1 really liked

Pete, -though 1 certainly didn't think of him as
handsome and I really didn’t know him in a personal
way.

‘Before long — I'm not really sure how it all started
- Pete and I started exchanging “dirty jokes.” I can't
remember any of the jokes, but I'm sure they were
not sophisticated stage comic dirty jokes, but rather
the raunchy kind country kids tell each other. The
jokeswere all heterosexual. One thing | remember is

. that the telling of the jokes gave me a hard-on, a

boner we might have called it then. Who can say how

_ much of my arousal came from the jokes, how much

from the basketball practice and shower room scene |

. had just left. Or how much of it came from the

presence of another man -- Pete, the mailman.
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writer that the ideas found in section S-8 are more _

essential to S-M than usualiy realized by non S-M

people, without denying that the pure “giving and -

receiving ol pain” or “S-M™ in the strici sense of the
word, also frequently occurs. i,

9. One final clarification: there are “pure M’s,”
“pure 58’5, und those who can switch from one role
to another depending on mood andfor partner. Don’t
fet anyone, even if- he claims to have
knowledge,” insist EITHER that you must be all one
or the other, OR that everyone is always both!
CRITICISMS OF S—M AND REPLIES

1. “This stuffl turns me off; it positively disgusts
me!” Reply: Not only do most heterosexuals say this
of homosexuality in general, (and sometimes vice
versa,) but a male Gay might say this of female

homosexuality (and vice versa.) I imagine that we of .

the more radical wing in the Gay Liberation
Movement would say (paraphrasing Voltaire’s remark
to Rousseau:) “'l am disgusted by what you do in bed
but I will defend to the death your right to do it.” 2.
“These 5-M people are sick.” Reply: We know that
the word “sick™ is merely the pseudo-scientific
version of the ancient theological ferms “‘sinful,
hateful to God,” and the resulting societal term
“illegal.”” “Homosexuals are sick,” “transvestites are
sick™ --- we've heard enough of this garbage! Just as
Gay people have a wonderful time being Gay, so
5-M’s have a wonderful time doing their thing, and
enjoyment of any kind cannot be “sick.”

3. “SM is an imitation of heterosexual role-
playing.” First reply: The only thing in Gay male
sexual relations that directly imitates heterosexuality
(as far as it can without the presence of a vagina,) is
anal intercourse; since this is almost never done
mutually at the same moment (as oral sex could be,
in the case of *69™) there’s always someone who is
inserting his penis in someone else’s hole, in “direct
ifmitation™ (it
role-playing. But S-M does not ADD anthing to this:
apart from the fact that there might also be anal
intercourse, everything else (bondage, discipline, ete.)
is very different from the ordinary heterosexual
retstionship. The most that could be said is that
“Gay S-M imitates straight §-M™ - although in
actuality a lot of heterosexual S-M’s would be glad to
imitate the much freer life-styles of the Gay S-M’s.
Second reply: Even assuming that some kind of
imitating is going on, since when is imitation
automatically bad? Are we Gays to start eating oply
foods that heterosexuals do not eat, wearlclothmg

A, .

One day, with the joke-swapping routine establish-
ed, Pete suddenly suid, ‘smiling and looking directly
at my crolch, **Looks like you have a boner there.”

“I guess 1 do,” I said, somewhat embarrassed.
Then Pete rcached over with his hand and squeezed
my cock.

It felt good, and 1 didn’t object.

“What about you? Do you have a boner?” 1 asked.

Pete glanced knowingly at his own bulge. 1
reached over and squeezed his cock, rejoicing in the
rush of pleasure | experienced, ‘

After thul, we spent the 10 minutes riding daily in
the mailtruck with our hands caressing each other's
crotehes, always to the accompaniment of heterosex-
ual dirty jokes,

Towurds the ¢nd of spring, Pete said, “how'd you
hke to go to the drive-in with me?” “OK." 1 said.
Drive-ins being synonvmous with sex, | anticipated
that Pere and [ would go beyond our usuzl croteh
waresscs. b owas u little surprised when Pete said, “P|t
pick v ap ot vour rouse” Well, if Lie thought that
it uppenred innovent, then 1 was willing to go along. |
teid sy tarents thar |owaos going 1o the drive-in
mavie woin Pere, and tiey showed 1o negative
TEUCTICT OF even curiousity.

The weekend cume, und so did Pete in his pick-up
truck. and off we went tu the theatre. 1 don™
remember what was playing. From the moment we
parked the truck, if not before, we placed our hands
un each other’s throbbing cocks, massaging, caress-
ing, trying only vaguely to watch the screen, 1
became nervous as several schoolmates drove by or
walked by in the semi-darkness. Surely they will

suspect, [ thought. 1 was scured, and also 1 was _

“some -

could be said) of heterosexual .

thatx.must"avoid“l;eing' the same as het_erosexu:.ﬂs, ‘
de'ny' ourselves experiencing any- music, art, movies,

etc. that heterosexuals ‘enjoy? And even as to

jng:" in’ the * ive n a politcal .
“role-playing:” in the. “tentative notes for a po
platform for Gay Liberation” that G.L_.F . put
together in the summer of 1970 (and on which | was

priviledged to have worked together with the others

involved,) it says: “Roles should be explo'red as 1o
determine whether they lead to the intiibiting of the
person or to forming of new life-styles.” In other
words, roles are ot AUTOMATICALLY bad, even
for the radical wing of Gay Liberation; they must be

- evaluated by each person for himself and herself in

terms  of his total consciousness. What tl_u: Fa;h‘cal
Gay movement should desire is totall' individual
freedom, which means the freedom to reject roles or
to choose them if one wishes. o
4.“S-M perpetuates vialence, and the exploitation-

* oppression’ characteristic of imperialist cultures” (1

N¥S.

Timess 3%“ Yorks Mo

regard this as the strongest criticism). First reply: .

When we say: “two gay S-M males met each other”,
we are speaking of the same kind of usually chance
meeting that any two gay males may have on the

. streets, in the parks, in bars, at parties, clubs (incl.

G.LF., G.A.A), etc.; in other words, two fello_ws
strike up a conversation, get a general understanding

of each other's desires, and volunrarily agree to have .

a try at a relationship. Neither one is forced into i}.
In fact (what is* well-known among gay S-M’s
themselves but not generaily known among non-S-M
:gays or straights), there is a much greater tendancx
for S-M’s to make a kind of *verbal contract
beforehand as to what will actually take place
between them , sometimes down to the smllest
details. Both parties want a ‘“‘groovy scene™; neither
wants “problems”. The rare exceptions where you
hear of a so-called “S™ beating up an unwilling “M_
are no more frequent then the rare cases in which it
is said “homosexuals molest little children”; these are
closet cases, and the freer S-M becomes, the more
accepted it becomes by our fellow-gays, the fewer
such closet cases will be! S-M relationships therefore
are voluntary and if a person voluntarily agrees say,
to crawl on the floor as a slave, if he really digs doing
this, how can we say he is “‘being oppressed, exploit-
ed™? On the contrary, to
prevent him from crawling on the floor at such a
moment (under the misguided assumption of some
theory alien to his conciousness) would be 'really to
oppress him! Second reply: This writer is firmly
united with the radical gay movement in condemning
oy

I

frustrated, so I said to Pete, “let’s go somewhere
else.” ;

He started the engine and we drove out of the
drive-in and down some back roads, parking at the
edge of a quiet cornfield. Pete took his pants down,
and.I did the same. We still sat in the cabin of the
pick-up, our hands now-caressing the bare skin of the
cocks we had previously. known only -behind the

“cloth of our pants.

I had no idea what was supposed to happen. We
had never had an orgasm together, though 1 knew
what orgasm was (from jerking off and from my
other sex games with my schoolchums). 1 slid along
the seat and tried to press my cock against Pete’s hip
and thighs . Hesuddenly turnedhis back to me, lifted
up his ass, and urged: *Go ahead!” [ did not know
what | was supposed to do, or maybe 1 did, but in
any case 1 felt a flash of fear and 1 slid back toward
my door. Now [-held my own cock, and in scconds,
without warning, I felt my whole body tremble with
climax and spurts; of semen fell on the seat and on
my legs. o '

- Pete had opened the door near the driver’s seat
and now he stood up and quickly jerked himsel! off,
spilling his semen on- the ground. 1 can remember
some sense of disappointment that | never really got
to see him cone.

~Fear struck hard and fast, 1 furious fear unlike
anything | had experienced before, though I did
come to know it again in the future. I do now know
exactly what | was afraid of - the full weight of this
sexist society is what I would probably call it now -

_ but { knew I was very a_fraid.

«NOLLNTOATY,, HFHL ANV -

. all destructive violence against,

and: involuntary .
exploitation or oppression of any individual, cultural:
ethnic group, or sexual type. But this kind of

violence and oppression has been with us since the'. | S

beginning. of history, and may, at least ‘in part,.
represent deep-seated human needs to be submissivg-"”'_
as well as dominant. (1 do not mean that the majority. -
of people who are oppressed *“want to be™ { only

- mean that there are enough subconcious, un-selfs”, ~ 7

aware and confused $-M motivations in enough. .

people 1o contribute to the perpetuation of the:
crimes against humanity.) Now a theatrical represent. .. .. ;.
ation of violence, such as a boxing match, is not-: -
going to increase real violence in the world, but if .~

anything will tend to decrease it by provid- - o

ing a harmless, controlled outlet; and the more -~
such symbolic representations exist, the more

whatever S-M drives we may have (1) become
raised from the subconciousness to the concious level -
where we can deal with them ,, and (2) are satisfied

by being expressed in some way within us, purged - . -

out of us (Aristotle’s theory). How much more 5o in 3
the case of an actual S-M relationship between to -
consenting people: by performing a rinual of
dominance and submission, that is as ideally suited to -
their mutual needs as they can arrange, they not only
more precisely satisfy these needs, but they also
achieve an understanding of the difference between
such a voluntary and ideal relationship, and the
confused mess of involuntary oppression-garbage that - .
we see arround us. Such clear-cut S-M relationships
therefore tend 1o prevent exploitation and oppres--
sion of imperialistic cultures.” 5. “But won’t the
revolution do away with the need for even this much -
acting-out of S-M drives 7" Reply: Only one or two
generations after that *“mental and social revolution
that will insure total personal freedom for all” could
anyone be uninfluenced enough by past history to
create a purely free pattern of life for himself. We,
who are still very much involved in the struggle
towards that goal, are too hampered by current. :

conditions to be able to predict and describe just’.

what “post-revolutionary freedom” will look like. May-
be, as some radical gays say, they'll al} be unattached,

roleless bisexuals in those days, but it would be rash.
to insist on this from where we're standing now. Let.
us start the revolution going by granting total--

personal freedom right now, and in the forms that

people desire right now! Let us grant freedom to all.
whether we would choose them for ourselves or not; "
and that includes §-M! . vy
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“Takeme home,” | said to Pete, He did. We rode
in absolute silence, : .

I did not speak to Pete again for more than two
years. I was determined to not even set eyes on him,
' would not go to the post office if | saw his truck
there. I made other arrangements 1o get home after
term practice sessions, ‘ '

Of course I told no one what had happened, and

. no one was aware of the intimate relationship

between me and Pete. Except for Pete, of course. |
still wonder what he was thinking. If | was scared

(and oppressed) what about him? If word got out, he

would have been the “dirty old man,” the “pervert,”
the “chold molester.” If I decided then to make a

. youthful confession, I would have suffered some, but

what about Pete? What about his job, his family, the
small town life? Or did he somehow sense that
fooling around with with me represented no danger -
to himself? :

Two years or so alter the drive-in movie incident,
when | was home from college, | decided | was ready -
for an encounier with Pete. | saw him at the post
oifice, and vur mecting was as cold and briet as | had:
panned it, .

‘Hew’re you doing?” Pete asked, “OK.” | said.
“do you still horse around?” Pete asked. [ knew what :
he meant and | answered, truthfully but with -
aloofness, “Oh, now and then.” T
I know some people who have very negative
feelings about any sexual encounters they had with

. older people when they were very young. I feel none

of this, only a strange nostalgia about my
relationship with Pete and a lingering curjousity

about this man. ) Lo
- Cont. on pPaje 1 N
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_"-us -a very official look.
. “Are you the next of kin?”

‘was awakened at three o’clock in the morning.
“Come quick, We are at Family Hospital. Jim is dying.”
L]
o ‘about"”

“° “On the fifth floor. You know where the room is. Come quick.”

1 hisried over. -

 “Where is he?” I asked.
“."“}ié s in the room. Over there,” Mark said. Mark and Eric were there Mark is
" sixty and Eric is sixty-five. Eric likes to smoke cigarettes. He was nervously:

| _‘ . pacing back and forth in front of the small waiting alcove at the énd of the hall.
.7 He went past thé room where the nurses were preparing Jim, 1 guessed, because
" “they barred the way. Mark was very upset. I took his face in my hands and

kissed it often. He still cried. Finally one of the nurses came over to us. He gave

. Yes,” I said,
" “You may see him then.”

_We went into Jim’s room. It was half lit and smelled of all kinds of senous‘

medicines, They had already plugged him into some sort of instrument to
measure how fast his heart was beating and judge when it would stop. It looked

kind of like a speedometer. On one dial it measured how fast his heart was

" beating and on the other it measured mileage.
“It was really nice of you to come,” he said. He was smllmg much more gaily
than any of us could mark up to.
“How could we stay away?” Mark asked. ‘ ‘.
“I miss all of you,” he said. “When we get older, we must have each other. 1
feel Like I've been here for so long.” He paused for amoment » 'We're all we have,

you know.” He took my hand, It seemed so young and warm in his hand which

.. was old and cooler, but moist, “lt has been so good of you,” he said, “to love
. me, now.” .
" “Biit I needed you...] pmtested"
““You are so much younger than I am.”

1 was forty thirty years ago”

Dying,” 1 said, still too sleepy to understand. “Dying. What are you talkmg _ '

[

a short story |

':?"Whatdoyoummbythat?Hymhoneofyou.ﬂe!efthomeattheupof

thirteen and joined you. He hates me. I don't understand why. I am his father, -
His real father. We had him in the old way, Just my wife and £, No machines,
No srtificial insemination, No artificial conception, And yet he left us to go live

"mthabunchofmales.ﬂenidhecouldn’tbefmamnd me. He said that |

oppressed him. | don’t understand. I loved him. He is my son, and I love him.”
“Did you tver show him?" '
“We went together. We shot skeet together. We went to the games. I told him
about women, | loved him the way my father loved me. How else can 1 love
m”’

“Did you love hiiih the way men love each other?”

~“ loved him the way I loved a son.”
"“That’s the way Jim loves us,” | said, *and that’s the way we love him. We've

got to be each other’s children and each other’s parents. Why should you limit

.. your feelings of closeness and caring ... only to children, We've got to keep these
. feelings all of our lives.”
" Btic and Mark cameé out of Jim's room.
‘“He’s unconscious again,” Mark said.

) “did you notice how much his cardiometer gave him?” the doctor asked

‘“About fifty-three over forty-three.”

. “That’s very bad. I can cut him off now or leave him on ‘natural’. Then he can
- o on until tomorrow.”

.“Leave it on natural,” I said.

" “Can you arrange for the body or shail | have the Hospital Termination Team

.do it for you. If you leave it for us though, we are allowed to give away as
much of the donor as it is necessary at the time of termination.”

I couldn’t believe how he could talk this way in front of Mark and Eric .who
_were absolutely torn to shreds. I took him aside. “Doctor, can’t you just leave
us alone until Jim's doctor comes. ‘We'll handle cverything. Please sir.”

- “You know,” he whi:pemd “I could. ‘have terminated him an hour ago.”

. “I know,” 1 said. “What do you want from us?” '
%I don’t know. A little love. A little recpect People today t:eat doctors like we
" were technicians,”

"Then why do. you try to scare us with all those power ploys?”

.. - For 2 moment we looked at each: other. It was as if time was a bndge that “we
were loékmg back and fofth over at each other. He still held my hand and ¥ did
not tegist it the way I did the first time he held my hand last year when I first .- clee”
i:."/became a part of the three of them. Mark was trying very hard not to cry. Mark . I took both of his hands in mine and raised them to my lips.
. 'who had been so very good at making cocktails and talking about the revolution “‘Don‘l be a.fraid "1 aunmd him. “Just don’t be afraid.”
.. that had taken place so many years ago when 1 was still a teenager. He used to
talk.. Chatter all of the timeé and _now, now he was choked with teus. He

“I guess we're just human. P'm really afraid of you. We're like everybody

: couldn’t speak a word.

1 left them for a moment. They were both holdmg his hands, They were
looking like people on the landing of boats getting ready to say goodby. The
' doctor came over to me, He wore his hair very long in the old style; like

* plctures from old magezines.
“Are yoo his next of kin?”
“Yes,” I said.
. “Where is his wife?™
We are 4l his ‘wife™
“I only dee three men.”
“] told you we are his riext of kin.”

“We need his next of kin for the cetfiticate of release, I don’t believe any of ;
you are : ius next of kin. We'll have to keep hix body then nght here until we - .

~ find the ‘next of kin.”
*1-told you we are his next of kin.”
“He has no children? He is-an old man.”
“;  “We are all all his children.” ‘
"' ‘Suddenly his lips curled into a slight smile. “No daughters?™

__ The ‘doctor persisted in sticking his hands in and out of the- pockets of his
" smock. . lt was made of a strange kind of paper. I was sure it would break. He
also rocked his head up and down as if he were making a list. I didn't
understand why Jimmy’s doctor was not there. Hospm] doctors ‘were notorious

. for giving us'i hard time. They were the only ones that had not signed the
~ accord ‘that gave ‘women and Gay people automomy. He still had a modxcum of

power in the State and made sure everybody knew it.

"~ “We are¢ all his. daughters,” I finally said. Suddenly I became very angry. “If
- you don’t stop this, I'm’ gomg to report this to the Committee on the Extended

" Family.”
He noddéd his head once more: “then you are all homosexuals.”™
- “If you insist on categorizing us as sich.”

- 1'hated him. Such a pig. The pigs were always there. Even as Jim who had lived
- 5. through incredible pigshit, who grew up in fear, who grew up when men were
7 'sfraid to’ be known as homoxexuals or Gay - or anything other than the
R Established code of Ethics which had been superceded by the Revolution: even

.- a8 Jim was dying, | had to desl with this reactionary.
" ""“Your friend has been here for a week,” he finally said. - |

I didn’t understand what he was getting at. “What are you talking about"”

“n *“It's just that we don’t like to keep people here any longer than we hm to.

. That's why Pve got to have the name of his next of kin.”

“Ltoid you that we are his next of kin.” :

“I'can never understand ‘what you people have for mh other »

“Kaybe You were never meant to. »

.yo/ g)"%‘.—,g) d”g.“f

We spent the night listening to mmusic and playmg cards. Jim woke several

| times and we ‘talked to him, but [ don’t think he understood what we were

saying. Martin, Jim's doctor finally came in from the shore where he had gone
with Michael anu the kids Steven and Erica. Steven might be coming to live with
us ‘soon. We were looking forward to his coming. There were so many things
that 'we could learn from a boy of seventeen. By daybreak Martin told us that

.. Jim's cardiometer had dropped to forty over thirty. He could try to jolt it

electrically but. that might shock Jim's whole system. die. He’s seen too many .
changes. We're not at that point that we could rejuvenate him, you know, wash
away all that shit that came from living so long under old Sexism, He's only
been able to come out in the last fifteen years or so, He’s seventy-two now..
Sometimes it's jost better to let pocple go. Do his friends know that he is

o dyinz.'" )

*Yes,” Eric said; “ﬂwy’ll be here ‘soon.”

| . Suddenly Jim called out. to us. We hurried into his room where Mark was
- already. Jim was very happy.to see Martin there. We talked for a while, the five

of us all together. It was starting to be a beautiful day. The cardiometer was at

-“35/30. Yim' said that it was indeed wonderful of all of us to be there. We talked
. about: music for a while. On the tape machine that Eric had brought in a week

before, we played Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante and some old Bob Dylan songs
that Jim liked becsuse they reminded him of his youth.

~30/25 .
“He was speakmg very softly. "'!'he warmth of you all being here will really last
:‘me forever,”

lwumllystmckbythjs.ltwathelastthmghmmdtoulielmdmtoa
coma. 20/15. :

Mark was overwhelmed with grief, The three of them had lived together for
about twenty years, even before Jim had come out publicly. I kissed Mark and

" we held each other. Eric seemed lost in thought. 1 remembered what I had said.

about being each other’s children. We went over and talked to him. Eric had

" been very strong and now I don’t think he mnble to really understand that
V-Jim was dead, He had not released myofhisfeehnpmd they were there
" waiting tobefelt.'l'hennru:wmmrtin;tomkethdtdmy rounds. They left

Jim’s room stone,:
“The whale community .came out for the funeral. There was very slow dancing

“and chanting. Eri¢ had become very joyous. We planted three cherry trees in
- hmshononrandhadlcommnmlmulofmemdlpplu.
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| missed reynd one but | was there for the second
and third Public Hearings On INTRC 475. The third
was thefinal hearing.

| .appeareg at both hearings in straight drag, collar
properlv pressed, necktie, suit & vest! 1 wanted to be
“respectable” for my testimeny. | was prepared to
give personal testimony to that gang of white
heterosexual con-artists which calls itseif the City
Council and presumes to decide our fate!

| was never-.given a chance to testify. This despite
a promise by Sharison, the
“Everyone who wishes to will be given a chance to
testify.”” All those who wanted to testify at the
second hearing but did not get a chance were
supposed 10 be the very first to speak at the third
hearing. it was a lie and a pretence at democracy.

At the second hearing there was much personal
testimony by Gay people including a Lesbian who
came out publicly for the first time in her lifel We
- scored heavily. The manipulators had to change the
rules. .

The maximum time allowed for testimony was
changed from 10 to 5 minutes. Gay people would
now have to cut their testimony short. But still Pig
Sharison was willing to extend the time limit for a
straight history professor, but a Gay brother had to
fight for his right to give a complete testimony,

The majority of testimony at the third hearing
was by straight people debating what they should do -
with wus! This included an hour and a half of.
bantering back and forth between a Mayor's aud«*md
the Pigs on the council. It came off as thinly
disguised Presidential politics.

By the time they got around to Gay people it was
late afternoon. We were famished by their bourgeois
rule forbidding food in City Mall except for those
privileged to quietly recess into their private
chambers for refreshments. At the day’s end Pig
Demarco was still fresh as a dandy daisy. For us thers
was no lunch hour.- Any Gay person who left the
hearing room was not aliowed back in.

FLAMING FAGGOTS

ConNTINnNUED

ON TERMINOLOGY: Since presenting our
demands, through the process of
conscipusness-raising, we have discovered that most
of us have always been bothered by the word “‘gay”’.
We felt it trivialized us: we're not gay, we're angry.
We also noticed how womaen in Daughters of .Bilitis
and those splitting from GLF ' (because of its
anti-womanism} were both reaffirming their right to
the single proud word, Leshian, to describe
themselves, even though this had once been used.
abusively against them. We disliked the two-word
" phrase "gay men.” It made clown of us. ‘Male-

homosexual.. was hard to keep saying over and over.’
Then we fearned that the ward “‘faggot”

_ originated from our persecution in the middle ages:
when a2 woman was to be burned as a witch, men-
accused of homosexuality were hound together in
bundles,- mixed in with bundles of kindling wood
(faggots) at the feet of the witch, and set on fire “to

kindle a flame foul enough for a witch to burn in.”

So thlenemy has known all along the danger in strong
- women and gently men, has known that both present
the same threat to masculine domination. That is.
why we have decided to embrace *“faggot’’ as ‘oup’
" one-word description, complete with a piece of our

buried history unearthed, and accept it positively as a..

tool to cut through our last ties to “passing’’ — those,

- of us who were in the privileged position of having
such an option.

1O,
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“Chairman” that -

What is most mfunatmg is that even if INTRO .
‘475 is passed, it will give: Gay people scant protection.. .

agalnst the harrassment and abuse we suffer daily.
The bnll -gives no- protectlon to - the *‘obvious
Homosexual" So we will’ stlll ‘be expected to act
straight on the job. And Transvestites are left out
altogether! Such an outrage — even if we win we still

lase! In either case the Gay People-end up as stepping

stones for Mr. Politician. He toys with our feelings as
if they were a ploy for his ambitions,
- At the second hearing DeMarco and Sharison went

- into a heavy Transvestite baiting number in-order to
turn -the “respectable’’ - Homosexuals - against the -
flamboyant. But we remained strong and united as’

was demonstrated when the pigs tried to rip off a

group of transvestites. They were surrounded - by ° ‘
angry Gays and forced to release our half-sisters wtio -

proudly walked to the front and took seats in the
first row.
At the third hearlng the pigs tried to bust a

half-sister for using the “ladies” room. This was after

the Transvestites were warned by the’ pigs not to use

the “lady's” room or the “men's" room. Again the-
arrest was prevanted bv Gay Umty and Gay Power.

When Plg Shanson announced that the hearing
was adjourned and there -would be no further public

‘hearings, we realized” that we had been taken, A

cordon of helmeted TPF appeared to protect that
pack of corrupt bloodsuckars from the righteous
wrath of angry Faggots and-Lesbians. :

What lessons can we Iearn from the INTRO 475
hearings?

The first lesson is that We can never win at a game
where the rules change at the whim of the Dealer,
and the cards are stacked to boot. Why should we be
puzzied and wonder, “What did | do wrong?”' In a

crooked card game the mark cannot win no matter

what tactics are employed. The only thing to do with:

a cheat is to knock the cards out of his hand

Reprinten Pros “The
vew york 3unoay NEws

We call ;ourseiv'es"famots in the name of Jacques

DeMolay, in the name of Bernard de Vado, tortured
by “fire apptied to. the soles_of the feet to such an
extent ‘ that few days afterwards the bones of his

- heels. dropped out, in. the nineteen brothers. from -
Pemprd ‘tortured and. starved for six months

running, in the name of ten thousand Kmd'lts
Templar burned at the stake for the crime of
homonxuahty. in the name of ali nameless brothers
still tortuiret] in mental hospitals and in psychistrists’

. :-uffices . by- saversion therapy, shock: trentment,_
-_"_apomphme and succinylcholine. - -

We .are’ flammg with the_fire-of fmai .revolutlon

;wc are not ashamed.qf bemg faggots. We are proud. "

FAGSOTS UNITE To SMASH HETERO-SEXISH

" not liberated.
7 in the world, We have had the guts to stand up and "

fight on the front lines for many years befare the gay
- movement was born.

.are always on the front lines ‘and are ready to lay.
_transvestite  half sister that was out gathenng

_petition and was arrested on 42nd Street. Remember: -

.should be proud that we are part of the community

© style, Remember we started the whole movpmpn
_that 271:!1 day of June of the year 1969L: ¢

Transvestltes are homosexual men and women who :
dress in clothés of the opposite sex. Male .
transvestites dress and live as women, Half sisters like
myself are women with the minds of women trapped.
in male bodies. Female transvestites dress and live'as
men, My half brothers are men with maule minds
trapped in female bodies. Transvestites are the most. =
oppressed people in the homosexual community, My -
half sisters and brothers are being raped and
murdered by pigs, straights, and even sometimes by
other uptight homosexuals who consideJ us the scum -
of the gay community. They do this because they are - '

" Transvestites are the most hberated homosexuals

_ your half sisters
and half brothers
of the Revolution

by Silvia Lee Rivera

As far back as | can remember, my half sisters and
brothers liberated themselves from this fucked up: -
system that has been oppressing our gay sisters apd ‘
brothers — by walking on the man’s iand, defining .
the man’s law, and meeting with the man face to face
in his court of law, We have liberated his bathrooms
and streets in our female or male attire. For
exposing the man’s law we are thrown into jail on
charges of criminal impersonation; that dates back as
far as the Boston Tea Party when the English dressed
up as Indians because the motherland had raised the - -
taxes. We have lost our jobs, our homes, friends,
family because of  lack of understanding of our e
inner-most feelings and lack of knowledge of our.
valid life style. They have been brainwashed by this
fucked up system that has condemned us and by
doctors ‘that call us a disease and a bunch of freaks,
Our family and friends have also condemned. s )
becauge of their lack of true knowledge. : e

By being hberated my half sisters and brothers_
and myself are able to educate the ignorant gaysand -~
straights that trangvestism is a valid life style, - I

~ Remember the Stonewall Riots? That first stone ©
was cast by a trangvestite balf sister June 27, 1969 = .
and the gay liberation movement was born.
Remember that transvest:tes and gay street people

their lives_down for the movement, Remember the
signatures for - the Homosexual Civil Rights - Bxll -

the N.Y.U. sit-in? Transvestites and gay street people__
held the fort down and didn’t want to gave in that - :
Friday night after we hnd been removed from the o
‘sub-cellar, S

. So. sisters and brothels remember .. tha};
transvestites are not the scum of the eommumty Just
think back.on the events of the past two years, You

and you should: try to gain some knowledge -of your.
trangvestite half brothers and nster; and oyr; vahd i

St;eet Transvestltes Actmn Revolutxonan,eg mnet
Friday 'at . 6: OQ pm. 8t Marsha .lnhuson L2100
Eldridge Street "New. York, N.Y., apt;; 3 For -
information write: 8.T A.R clo Mmha Johnson at
the same address. . &

Ppwe:_' to al the people!
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. That have slid across my hangs,

(Which things | have done without

When I consider the wonders of life

Like water (quicksilver hard to hold
And gone in 2 moment);

And when | consider the heavens
And the million stars there hung
And the fernsmell of a mossy wood, )

Enjoying for years at 4 time); And when [ think of the seasons

And how quickly they go by,
And how each one leaves its mark on me
Like raindrop tracks on glass:

Nothing seems clearer to me than to say
f want you near; | wish you were here.

- Heather
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1 am new

Born again;

All the old roles
(Burtch, fem, straight)
Died and fell away,

And | stand naked

With fresh skin,

New, .
Not yet quite sure

How to think of myself;
Only knowing.

That my skin

Is very tender

To the touch.

-~ Heather

- ACORN

I can touch your eyes, acorns,

Kiss your mouth and breasts

In morning conversation.
- Moss behind your knee. [ stop.
My leaves like withered hands
Hang at my sides. .
Something there is that doesn’t love,
A wall of stone '
Is heaped up in my chest.

Don't ask me why the wall,

- Snakes in the crannies, You know.
Moss grows on my lies. :
A fat old diamondback, my tongue, -
May lie upon your lips
But cannot pass
Our own touchstone of truth.

[ am the shriveled corn,-awaiting rain,
Poems like bluebells ground in caliche.
Come down, thunder, speak!

April flood the arroyos.

When | come to your bed again

Even the stone in the cave will shine,
A campfire on the plains,

T A—g

AT el e

Tt

— Martha Shelley

- e

:ph?t" by De bfa. Moldovan

7 /3



v by Alice Boch

people who come to us for help. .
‘Right’ now the Liberation House . Colle ive:
oonsuta of a few committed ‘peaple and' has:only
- “telephone. and a vision. After ‘a- week -of !
;-publicity; we are already receiving calls from
. whao'need the services we want to provide ery
- day ‘we . become a little more ‘concrete, and-that
~ exciting. By January - Ist” we'll: be opemng_,_
bascment store-front at 247 W. 1ith St .where -
L can make ourselves more aceess:ble t e:.ga
" community  and céenter our projects. ‘By-then s
. hope.: also to have a. loft 50, that we. can. begin
L makmg our -life’ style a collective expe' ce.. T
v raise finds and get: people together we're
2 filaw, emvnl ‘December 17 and 18 and 2 ‘eqr’
i 1ce it the. Charch of the Holy Apostles, 9th
thSt.: Welll: be ' offering .a commt
meal some time around-Christmas. We'" re

and be willing to revise constantly as needs appear,,'_ Y
and change. R
As [ perceive the needs of the gay community at
this time, here aare some things we cou.ld do. md'
vuys we could do them. . "

What We Could Do:

1) Be a crisis center with short-term lmns space.
In- crisis counseling we should be sensitive - and o
responsive to people’s needs in many areal of life.
This would mean we couldn’t refer them: to oumde "
anencnes:and sit back with an easy conscie ce ‘We'd ' .-

 want torhelp people discover what they re y want
and how they can get it and then to halp them get
it — as a-friend would, not as & profeuon# agency - -
would, We can’t aﬁ'ord to make divisions among""
ourselves as ‘“therapist” and “client”.  All of ug. need
each other and people who would come to us. m a.

time of critis could soon help other new people

2) Be a: cooperative workshop. Together . we
could make and sell things. Thu would be ¢ood“ o

from several points of view:

(a) We're going to need money to- keep coms :

and while we'd hope to get: funds from ‘don. ions,
benefit performances, etc., ‘we can’t count OB
to support us. : :

_ (b} A shop attracts people Someope whof
wandered in could immediately join us at iwo K if_‘
(s)he wanted to. Also, shopping’ would be’ lpu_
risky way of - approachms .us than havms to-come .
forth and declare immediately, **] need hel ’ b

fucked up, I'm fucked over,.I'm in 8 bsd
nght now.” :

had to leave out the Scandinavian countries as well
as Germany and Italy due both to. monetary and
time reasons, this compelled us only to get a brief

glimpse of some Gay factors operating in the cities . .

of Amsterdam, Paris, and London. * We have
sisters and brothers there who after the traditional
European reserve and suspicion towards anybody or

-thing non-European  will readily and

wholeheartedly welcome their American sisters and
brothers for what we are: equal participants in the
struggle that we all are fighting as Gay people
against: straight society,

Holland is a small country and very liberal -
liberal here in the sense that all European countries
are with their very homogeneous populations and
long traditions of democracy and socialism. This
very liberalism, however, severely hampers and -

postpones any revolutionary attempts at changing
much less destroying the prevalent paternalistic

modes of government and institutions which are as .
much a sickness on the European scene as on our
own. In some respects this blind allegiance to
authority is maybe even stronger there than here,

where the ironuer and the West stili exlst more- o

than a faded mhemory or a dream.
We talked in Amsterdam with such a hberql

group and we were the surprised and extranged |’

young American radicals listening or opposing: thig
suave  well-groomed representative of ‘Dufch . § -
liberalism under which as a side issue important. . .

only to ithemsclves came Dutch homosexuals.;- A
very conqlunve attitude can be gathered from the
Dutch mwer we received ‘to. our question as to

From an Amencan pomt of vnew and especmll \
one which dates from only a fow weeks spent.in
Europe itlis difficult to arrive at any assessment of

the situation of Gay people in Europe as compared -
to our own here in teh U.S. Furthermore, as.we. .

we: suggested the Dutch hberals to ‘go tell the
.thks to wait anothe: generation.

‘wa emerged “me

: lnck-movement in th; U, S

L ROW wa;. greeted w1th 8.

‘.'Jdampenmg experience -
+ initial - - enthusiasm  and

expectatlons of the o

whether there had been any Christopher. Stmt '

March in:Amsterdam nmultnneoualy with thg."Ncw-
York March (as there' had “been 'in various ather
European ; cities). No, they ‘had not in Amlterdam
deemed thu a wise thing to do: it was unfair-to.:
confront straight society with such a march: ‘of :the

outcasts - it would do irreparable damage’ to the;__,_
respectablq and shapely image they were- angqed in-

building Into straight and gay society alike. "

Respectability, acceptance, - integration. -thise, wm""f :

the key wdrds and if this could not come about in
this gencration - why then we must: wait. for. tpe“
' next. Meanwhile there were. individual aolnuou
be found - is lover, an apariment, a well-pnd job..
manicured tbenails (not that toenails must ‘not look.
appetizing) straight friends’ who could :Imw ‘their;
liberalism off by accepting you to their: ‘cocktaily,
the most incar (not that cars etc)). thermm

one should concentrate upon educating the: :tmght :
(trying to make the blind sce, and moﬂn;thegm

tinmhlp with'me ‘n’ru unique, or one in a senes I
t:to hear the sto ' '

n to.hmthcatory ofhhhfe‘

_-';:'rms WILL BE MURDER

"I do not

reat Eu:opean Mysuque but i
He is working in my bathroom

~motion hammer

mmyears Old gpu o
ksville to Flat Rock.1. |

thcy dare

: né:thmg ‘better: than
f,:motmnmg o ths

(and " stll “) fo' '(portable ‘picture) : »

1.
This wall be _murder
and pot shaped graves

sublimation clearly
not 50 negative
of awareness -
roses and roses both -
like railroads, steammg
I can’t help petting “sleepy.

constantly calling ‘‘Amigo, amlgo
perhaps Sunday though I'd prefer
pets ~  nothing: ' .
it looks like spring

2.
Can | help bemg a number?

made silver

when. his: colors . are. grey
away at’ school

often

miracle -

seemg the stars of anothgr generaﬂou

whereas we are al] nﬁau e in.

S Lcan see ti hu way ‘
by ‘plang “ U R
w0 ol trees L o
St used: potatoes:

here s a tmng of - apples :

red N
‘yet he apphed pressure S
shyness:: . Tow e

-of a world thnt u tjtled Fac
to pickiup. i, L rory
W

L _the lddrm is aimple to »rememlm
lay ‘might- "
"
g 0
stdngs of apples remain
" j% salata 11-24-71



" " local
" " otganisation,CAMP, Inc. Which stands for Campaign
-~ Against Moral Persecution, Incorporated,

Dennis Altman

I-[ave just given a talk on Gay Liberation to the
and first , Australian homophile

?

ucamp“

" being the Australian equivalent of “‘gay”, and is a

homophile group more like Mattachine or D.O.B.
" than it is a liberation movement,

Camp Inc. was established last year by a small

’ group,,mcludmg some straights; the most active of

the founding members has subsequently become the
de facto full time director. It got considerable
media pubhcnty, despite the apparent decnswn of
the two. largest newspapers in Sydney to ignofe it.

(The New York correspondent of one of these

. papers has told me of the difficulties of getting

permission to report on gay liberation activities in
America.) More importantly it has attracted a
substantial membershipr and branches haveé been
established in other Australian cities.

Any -movement must be understood in relation
- “to the society in which it exists, and Australia has

neither a history of homophile organisations

" .Mattachine, after all, goes back twenty years --nor
a radical movement of anything like the same size

and intensity of that in America. Thus Camp Inc.
cannot be judged by American standards and what
may seem conservative, even reactionary, by New

"York expectations is not so in Australia, ]
Camp Inc. is predominantly a male, middle-class -

and “respectable’’ organisation, embracing a wide
range of ages and a lesser range of life styles. There
‘are few “heads” or “freaks” although a number
"have been coming to its dances. By and large the
more active members are likely to “pass” as straight

. in most situations - and want it that way,

The position of homosexuals in Australia seems
to me both better and worse than in America.

Worse because there is a far more restricted “‘gay

Traveling around Europe and North Aftica for
six months this year 1 learned that Americans are
not the most beloved people in the world. They are

‘‘hated for being imperialists fascists, and chausinists,

but mostly for the.schmucksthat come over every
summer. Being a Jewish homosexual 1 luckily

- belonged to two international groups which weren't

- attendance at meetings with usually around 200

Vol

as hostile to the fact that [ was born to the wrong

. gide of the ocean,

At the beginning of July I met two sisters from
New York City. They were old friends and together
we went to Amsterdam, Paris, and finally London.
It was fantastic to be in London after the Harry's
Back East scene in Amsterdam and Paris. London
GLF was still functioning, growing, and going
strong - as compared
organizations in the states, They held meetings
weekly, maintain an office, run
consciousness-raising groups, hold demonstrations
and a number of other things. They have good

people showing up.

_ Politicaily though they were about six months to
" a year behind the gay movement in the’ states in
. working with sexism. When I was there there were

two important issues dealing. with this, of primary
importance was dealing with sexism in GLF. 1

~ remember we decided to divide into groups at one

meeting and talk about it. It generally worked out

that a lot of the groups were 2ll men, which is -

something not to be desired in a discussion of this

" sort, In the group in which [ was there were other
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~was  constantly shouted down,

to some of it's sibling .

world”,
Ine. produces a monthly journal - and an official
-ideology of repression. Better because that ideology
is not much translated into practice, and in some
ways there seems more acceptance here than there.
Particularly, I suspect, among the younger left.
Camp Inc.’s main function so far has been as a
social body. The organisation has leased an old
house in an inner city suburb - opposite the local
police station and next to the fire station - which

has a very big back girden, complete with banana

trees, and is superb for parties, meetings etc.
Dances here compete successfully with  the
commercial places, though attracting far too few
wOomen.

Out of the\socmhmng', however,'.has come a fair
amount of rapping -there are special times for women

" and married homosexuals, the house is open. every

night for coffee, and there are attempts to get more
discussions organised. (So far people shy off the idea
of consciousness raising.) But as yet very little action,
though a Law Reform Committee has been discussing
possibilities for some time.

‘Why? Weli for a start véry few . members® are
prepared to come out pubhcly,x which = makes
demonstrations or “zaps” very hard to organise, This

" is in turn a reflection of the sort of people who

belong to Camp Inc. Few of them are used to
demonstrations, even fewer feel able to be very open

~ about their homosexuality.

This ~will change: already them seefis much
greater freedom amung ‘Camp Inc. members in
‘dealing with friends, relatives.:obs “We must free
ourselves first™ -and this is particularly true for us in
Australia, which is a small, integrated society
compared with the anonimity and diversity of New
York. Rap groups, even parties, have considerable
value for us

But to return to my talk this was the third Pve
given recently on Gay Libération. One -on a fairly
theoretical lével -was recéived with somewhat
subdued approval by a mixed group of marxists and
anarchists. (The locil Communists, unlike *their

Warren Singer

sexist they were. After this support was printed in
the GLF newspaper,Come Together, without
support from the general meeting, many people
objected especially the women because they
couldn’t support such a sexist rag. There were
men and one sister, an "American, As we talked she
-cut into, and
ignored; a. prime example occurred in which oneof
the men asked her a question and another wouldn’t
let her speak and answered for her. She did not
though allow herself to be cut out and by the end
of the meeting our group proposed to the general
meeting .that the women should automatically get
all ‘the vote, This caused a great stir which led to
the women  planning to meet of thctr own and
decide what they want, ..
Another great probiem that happened involved-
e “QOz” trials. “Oz” iz a straight underground .
magazine which showed  blatant. sexism against
women and gays in many of it's articles and

" pictures. They were brought up on charges of

obscenity because of an issue directed at childsen. -
GLF had originally voiced ‘support for f‘Oz"’

because of fear involving precedents in tensorship

cases and because one of the editors was gay. I also
tend - to believe among many of the men it involved
the need among them to show their kinship with
their radical straight'"lirqrthers -regardless of how

Ay ol sy 2in b S 2t Wikn, G
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‘an almost non-existent gay press - Camp

counterparts, are incidentally quite
favorable to Gay and Women’s Liberation, though I
would wonder about their motives.) A local Women's
Liberation group held a very well attended
discussion, and most of the women were both
enthusiastic and aware, The reaction at Camp Inc.
was more guarded, but more receptive, frankly, than
I'd expected.

The sense of gay pride, of gay community that

Amefican

. seem to me the essence of Gay Liberation, they are

being born here in Australia too. So, too, we are
gradually building a sense of gay consciousness,
There is still considerable suspicion of the radical
image with which Gay Liberation is associated, for
this is both a more conservative and less polarised
country than yours, Yet there are signs that peaple
want more than dances, that apathy may yet be
translated into anger.

Comparatively few women have jomed Camp Inc.
though as everywhere else they need its social
functions far more than the men. The women who
are iround have so far seemed hostile to Women’s
Liberation -though contacts are being made,
guardedly -and strongly opposed to any sort of
separatist movement. (Men are invited to their
caucus.) Whether this will change as their own
women's consciousness changes I don’t know. I hope
not. It seems to me that one of the most important
features of the gay movement is that it brings women
and men together and bresks down the sexual
segregation that a sexist society has laid on gay

- of all thanks and alt my love to Phil,

people.

There’s also a branch of Camp Inc. at Sydney
University (and possibly soon at.others.) So far it
hasn’t got much beyond rapping, though a projected
“parent’s night™ next term should prove interesting.

A gay movement has got off the ground in Sydney-
and has involved several humdreds of people, all in
less than a year. In itself that’s quite an achievement,
Remember that when we say “we're everywhere”
we're here too, in Sydney, Brisbane, Perth,

Meibourne, and soon other cities,

many long and bitter debates on this topic which

~didn’t do much, but that did bring to many

peopie’s eyes the sexism in theirselves and in “0z.”
" GLF was very much like GAA here in New York

"in holding frequent zaps, I went to one which had
‘&-turnout of about 40 on a weekday protesting the

anti-gay policies of the London newspapers, which
in general have the content quality of somewhere
between the daily News and the National Enquirer.
They alsoc had .a couple of others.” They were
planning a big demo on August 28th, to protest the
laws concerning the age of consent and how they
discriminate against youth. In England and Wales
homosexual acts between consenting adults in
private is allowed,

Al together though the GLFers in London were
a breather compared to the closetness of the’
continent. One of the American sisters and I had
no place to stay and were gladly put up by
members. In the organization there is a group’
working hard to try to eradicate the sexism. of the
organization, As in all these GLF organirations-
there is a small group who are very involved and do
much of the work, and those who come to cruisé;

however, 1 found very little rip-off artists and

hustlers that were attracted to many of the gay
organizations here. Maybe that is why they are still
in existence,

A special thanks to Aubrey, Carla, David, -
Barbara, Mick and everyone else in GLF. And most-
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Homosexual: Oppression and Liberation
by Dennis Altman
Reviewed by Andrew Dvosin

First, general impressions: .

Nobody’s going to stay up all night to read this
one at a gulp, because it’s heavy, Dennis Altman, a
27-year old Australian political scieifist who's taught
at N.Y.U., Adelphi and now the Univemity of
Sydnew, got into gay lib while he was here to teach
and study, and as he puts it in what is probably the
book's only witty or concise remark, “Bring an
academic and 3 movement together and one produces
a book.”

The book Altman, as I must call him {hatefu! to
call a gay brother that way by his last name; it
creates a straight, depersonalized, and competitive
N.Y. Times Book Reviewer’s head) has produced isa
learned thesis on how we got to where we are; i,
why a gay liberation movement at thig priicular time.

To this end, straight prophets of sexual liberation
{Freud, Reich, Normar Q. Brown, Marcuse, and one
semi-gay Paul Goodman) are invoked by the shelf fyli,
and what they have to say is interesting, somewhat
(of which, more later),

But from a book whose subtitle is “Oppression
and Liberation™ one expects some of the stuff of life,
too; the sense of what it means to be gay here, now,
in an oppressive straight world, and this comes not
from abstract theory, but from personal testimony
and experience, I feel that this is what it is important
to write about, since we all, even at this point, still
take for granted, are barely aware of, so much of the
shit, so many of the limitations that straight society
lays on us. Of such testimony, there is very little in
this book,

(That Altman didn’t intend to write that sort of
book I know, but inevitably my reactions to the
book he did write are colored by whatI expect from
a book on gay liberation, and to report otherwise
would be dishonest),

The book’s style would do credit to any political
science scholarty journal, I sappose; being full of
iumps of clotted, inexpressive prose such as this: “to
change consciousness in an underdeveloped and once
neo-colonial state like Cuba must in some ways
reverse  the changes applicable to North
America/Western  Europe/Australasia™ Of  wvey,
Dennis ;!

New as to specific ideas: which I'll try to react. to
out of my experience as one gay person:

The big, ew idea in the book is that gay liberation
is *“the child of the counterculture,” ic., or rock,
drugs, of living not to work but to live, of all that has
happened to American youth culture in the last ten
years, This is discussed in the chapter “America, The
Counter-Culture and Gay Liberation,” in wluch
increased technology is seen as havm; made
obsolescent the Puritan virtues of continesce,
competitiveness, etc. Rock in particular as 2 cuitural
phenomenon, Altman feels, has softened the
super-rigid maleffemale dichotomy that afﬂu:ted
America.

How to know if this is true? Practically speadmg,
do 1 as a gay person feel more comfortable standing
next to or talking with a straight rock freak as
opposed to a straight corporate type. Yes, but only
slightly, and given this test, Altman’s explanat:on
would seem to have less than total validity, - -

The Book's political viewpoint is radical:’ gay
liberation demands a revision of society sather than
an incorporation into it, On the one ha.nd say
liberation's essential quality “lies in its assertion of
gayness, its refusal to feel shame or guilt at ‘being
homosexual...the real oppression we mffer is
psychological.”

But, in two chapters entitled “Towards a
Polymorphous Whole” and “The End of the
Homosexual,” Altman recognizes that as long as a
minority greatly differs from the majority, it will
coatinue to be oppressed by that majority, wlnc.h it
frightens: “Unlike other monorities, we lie w:thm the

oppressor himself,”

For this reason, gay liberationists will, Ilong with
women’s lib, have to shoulder the straight man's
burden, so to speak, carving out a world and an
existence where there are no scxual rodes, there is no
straight and gay, ctc. This is implicit in Altmsn’s
statement that “It may be the historic function gf
the homosexual to...accept his/her heterosexuality as
well, and bring to its logical conclusion the Freudian
belief in our inherent bisexuality. "

Suchanocmtywouldmmasmﬂybebmdon
communal living, in which  children would be free

“from the mad posscssiveness of parents, which they
later copy, and in which male children in particular .

" would no longer be inculcated with the macho sthic. |

‘which has so fucked up the world,

This is all heavy stuff, and we all damn well know
that it’s not going to. happen tomorrow. Meanwhile,
Tve’ senously contemplated adopting a male child,
because I dig them, and they dig me. Butlmnce
when I think how the son that"s grown up with me
will suffer when he comes into contact with his little
‘macho. equivalents on the block or in school. So
maybe we do need communal living now — those of
us gay people who dig raising kids — to create an
atmosphere with more. human. values for both kids
and aduits,

On sexual roles, within the gay world as it is right
now: some of us ar :into drag, some of us into
leather, some of us, like me, dally with both, Altman
sces ‘both of these as examples of gay peopie’s

mtemahzatxons of strught society’s insistence on -
‘ nadly different pemnahtm for a man and a

woman. Perhaps it’s more complicated: for me,
becoming “feminine” has been a way of making
myself more expressive, an escape from the arid

. macho closet I was in for so many years..

And S&M may be some. gay people’s way of

coping with the fnzhtcnimly new phenomenon of

love ' between two totally - equal - ‘males, ' via
slave-master roles (heterosexuals have never had
totally equal relationships, as it has been understeod,

‘,‘at least by straight males, that thewoman:smsome

sense always subservient to the man,)

. - Finally, the whole matter of sepmtmn and gur

relations to- straight mople. Altman comments on

how paranoic gay peqple can get if they totally

isolate themselves . from .straights, how all siraight
people thus become seen as the enemy, regardicss of

‘ then' personal views, All right, this month a very dear

straight friend.of miné'of ten years stending is getting
married, at his mother-in-law’s house, So 1 go, but do

'I wear my “Gay Revolut:on" button, which I wear to

work and everywhere else, do | bnng another gay

.maleanddannemthhlm(tflcandomythmg,l

don’t ‘begrudge them their thing)? Do [ do. this and

. upset her conservative Catholic parents, whom rn
- meyer see again, on thig so terribly important day to

them, Or ghall 1 belgoodboy,andbymppmsung
mysclf be misersble that day? Not a major crisis in
the: revolution, but of such stuff are. aw person’s
relatmn:hnpsw:th siraights made.

- Homosexual: Opprexsion and Liberation takes a
long, composed view of things, and there’s,something
to be said fortrymc‘bseethegaymomnonma
historical .context. of : changing idess ‘and 'social
morey, Buttownteloistodhunmomelf

..emotionatly from thcnpvementmdin brothers and

sum'l‘he:euhnlcpudon,hmeoutrmmthe
bock, and not too much manifest love, It’s painful to

" have to: wnmthsabqstlgaybmﬁmwhosmated' o
. -rutoqhqﬂptehuvmofthemovment,butlt'ﬂme :

it’s' true.” Scholarship: thon is. aplenty, alon; with

some perceptive thinking. -

lmprmve but don’t: bothcr cruising her, as we
used to say. of the more aloof numhen at Julim in
pro-libuatmnday;, T

‘K‘Arthur Boll omofﬂ'nfpundusoflherAcuwm

" Allianca,; huallq published.a-book called. “Dancing
.;ﬂnGalebBlm- -h
this issue of Came Outl becauss, we could not come -

.book wes not reviewsd in

.could publish, We did not

‘roview the - book - ourselves because” we felt that

someone. with » more intimate: familiarity .with the -

‘evants described. in the ‘book should review:it. Our
--=.ct|onlsmmmrglludmmwnlmionofﬂle_ _
" boak. The book poses an'important question: Can .
-~ there'be Gay Liberation’ \mdloutGaveonuwsnus?

Wunvmuwnwofﬂnbookfmmourm :

A remember when.Iused to be so lonely -

- cowld remember was fear

- after days of rusty razor blades = .
- hoping-that I.too might be carried awc.v

_-that kills its branches
by blum‘u out tkc sky

* it ls good that they are over and more

Homosexnal Liberation
a personal view
by John Murphy
reviewed by
Steve Gavin

John Murphy’s Homosexual Liberation is the best
book I have yet read dealing with the Gay . .. -
Liberation movement and published via the straight - .= -
media. It presents Gay Liberation from an cssential - '+~
vantage point, the developing Gay consciousness. It -
points out to Gay men just out of the closet that. .~ .
there are many other closets thr which tlwy mult R
travel,
The book is basically geared to nnddln
men, and there lies its basic faults. Contnry to
" middie class assertions having an advanced degree is
not an asset to sclf-liberation. On the contrary,.
intellectualization is a sophisticated form of
closetry. All of our “educational” institutions
thoroushly drenched in sexism. Being.part of
consciousness raising groupall of whoss memb
have graduate achool training is not the aset:John
would have us ‘believe. Middle class men: are ill "
ease in expressinglovefar cach other not in spite of
graduate school iraining but because of gmduate
school training. It’s not so much that John implies
the former ——though he gives me that impression
off and on throughout the book-—- it's tlnt hn
doesn’t seem to appreciate the latter. o
" Basically the book is geared to this level. It is_" .
telling middle class America that they need not. -
worry about Gay Liberation, that with the n;ht,_ i
‘perspective  the ' Gay hhuahon movement iiig T
compatible with middle class values. And;:
uufortuutuly, at the stage the movement is in now, e
he is basically right b
John appeans much too sheltered from the:
movement. He never stayed ':;t‘h cmt;e movement
long - enough to app te immense .
ﬂt},mcum that must be resolved. While he -
dropped in, now and then, to the Gay Community -
‘Center, there were those who were trying to make -
the center work. The commumly center etentmn‘
folded. | R
Let me not give the impression by theu
criticisms that the book compares adversely mth.f_ .
other books on Gay Liberation from the straight -
_press, On the contrary, I consider this book lght:
'years shead of any other men’s book “on. Gay.
Liberation 1 have yet encountered, While. many -
" thoussnds of consciousnessy-miles have been :traveied
‘since the “gay is just a3 good as straight™ period
]ohnisatillpomungmtherishtdinctim.'l'ho.“
road to liberation winds thru the mmty Swamps

very valuable, Excopt for certain’ sections: whero
John. unesrths closet skeistons: of the htenq t
thebookpmdumtem;madm;.

REHEMBER

that I felt like &n animal deprived of its tribe - - .
when I used 10 wonder what was lurﬂu me wh
1 conld only feel hurt

when fear was 5o netural that it

when I would watch the sun g0 .dowu

on. the last sinking sigh of day
when - memory was like ¢ :rom‘nx rree

I renu- ber thian as they nzed to be

has come to me, because loneliness is
not the ultimate destiny but is :
another trick of the man who sits at his desk
cxd watckes the clock .

Perry Brass .




L _“_-ma_st'ér .craftsman and: prime artist of the English.

' -_lérig‘ixage; In a span of five riovels he created two
highly proclaimed classics Howerds End and A
Passage India. There were also rumors of a sixth
‘novel, one written in the time between these two
. major works that could not be published because of
- its disastrous topic. The subject of this novel was of .
course left to the speculation of many, but to the
followers of Forester who delighted in the imagery of
- the former novels, it was no surprise that the topic
was homosexuality, )
E.M. Forester, for all that he is noted, never wrote
a novel with the public in mind. Instead he chose to
-setve an inner light, one of personal growth, and

“Being_male has meant being devoured by other

" males, the way animals are thought to but really -

" don’t.”” One of the most moving Gay Liberation
pamphlets I've read in a long time is called
“Unbecoming Men”. It - is published by
Times/Change Press who put out the Come Out!
Anthelogy. 1t is a dollar twenty five a copy. It is
written by four straight men. It is written by men
-who have oppressed us, speaking for Gay men, in
schoaol;.in - 1950 fratespity houses, .at camp, in the
Ammy. It-is written-by men who have early in life
realized that they were, toco, not meant to be the
American Dream and who have been hurt and cut
by the Amerikan Dream, just as all Gay men, but

- who have tried to hide their hurt, their pain and
their failure, just as many of us have done. Just as 1
have done. Unbecoming Men is a series of stories or
articles about what it is to be a straight man in
Amerikan death /culture. What makes it all so close

to home is that these are the men that I went to -

" summer camp with, went to high school with and
went to college with and meet when the so called
Movement meets. And what they have to say is
"what 1 have felt for years and what you, my Gay
brothers have felt for years. But what makes it all
s0 ‘strange is that the voices are not coming from

that particular alienated point of view that Gay

men . have felt and known — that point of view
- dlightly outside of things because we have never
been let in- but from the inside. Do you ever
wonder what it's like to walk down the street and
‘be straight? to feel that you are feeling what the
sest of America is feeling? that you are now a
" legitimate part . of the American machine? that
.when you fill' out a job application that says
. marriedfor gingle and. you write single, then you

. mean single not Gay? Well, the four men who .

wrote Unbecoming Men are those men who do

présent this development to his reading audience,
This honesty to.a growing inmer view of life .
eventually led” Forester to forsake- art and persue
life directly. So then how are - we to view Maurice.

Maurice appeared at the height of Foresters -
creative powers and also it seems at the point when -

he was making another important facet of his life :
conscious. Today in an age of consciousness raising
it is easy to understand this process, but it is alsb
comforting to know that the. human being is |
capable of working these things out for himself.

* What was the life Forester wolld hdve to face asa
homosexual? Edwardian Enigland was a time of great
repression, It was not a time for assertiveness as
Oscar Wilde proved; and yet it was a time for close -

. that, They walk down the street straight. They say

single and mean “single”., They -are - legitimate -

"American men, They dre;, and they hate it. And
they are hurt by it. And they taltk about it. Bt
mostly they talk about how crippled they are by
American séx/stereotyping. How oppressed they are
“by their own role, How oppressive they know
they‘ve been.. But not how alive they are going to
become. How: open they are-going to become. How

- “they are going to break out of ‘Ueath/culture shell.

Because  they're not going to ‘become Gay. And
they can’t relate to each any further than just being
four straight men — four séparated men; until they
do. : B o

But I feel that Unbecoming Men is a good Gay
Liberation pamphlet because it does go somewhere
in breaking down the gulf that stands at this time
between Gay and straight men. Because I have been
g0 unable to relate to straight men for such a2 long

time now (possible seven years), I have felt even -
more alienated and straight men have become to

me like a great blank  wall. Most of them are.
Straight men are of a different class than Gay men.
It is a class of silence and feaf. “Just. because I
don’t show my feelings doesn’t mean that I don't
have them', one of my friends in college used to
say to me. But how long could I wait to be assured
that they were there somewhere? I used to feel that
I was the only person in the world whe didn't fit
into the world of Savannah, Georgia who feit the
-he couldn’t possible fit into the world down there.
I used to feel that I was the only person in teh
world who was Gay. I used to feel that I was the
_only person in the world who didn’t hate himself

for being Gay. Now Fve found that I'm not the.

only Gay person in thé world, nor the only one

who doesn’t hate himself, but I still wonder about - -

the people I grew up with and I've found them

introspection. Most ages to the homosexual can be
viewed in feudal terms. Even in an age as liberated as
ours one still must face the neo-Edwardian pose of
Manhattan’s Upper East Side and shudder for

" homosexual love. Forester was pushed as many of

~ur. liberated contemporaries into developing 2
character pose {luckily only in a novel) that wag as
completely unlike himself as possible. It is a wonder
as I see the various sets of New York acting out their
roles just whose novels they have adopted to their

lives,

Nonetheless, E.M. Forester has presented the
word with its first modern gay artifact, He has given
the contemporary world a view into a thinking and
acting which at times though negative s always
searching and growing, Forester, inspite of all, must
have been a very strong man. He was direct streéssign
the optimistic tone of love though he himself
probably ‘did not find a totally satisfying
relationship, Here is the lesson of Maurice Hall ——
one must dare to live his dreams. After all, Maurice
Hall, the epitome of England’s middle classes, knew

“best when it was time to forsake a life of posing for

one of dream fulfillment. Perhaps also, Forester,
though any thinking in this direction is contrary to
straight oriented biographies,

" 1.S. Salatta

Review: Unbecoming Men, A men’s
Consciausness-Raising Group Writes on Oppression’
and Thempselves

_ Perry Brass

. \
again in Unbecoming Men. It's really incredible to

. realize that a few people were with me all along,

but they just couldn’t let it out. And for a great
deal of the time, neither could I. As Pogo said, “we
have met the enemy and he is....us.”

Lately I've begun to realize how uptight T am
around straight men. Some of this uptightness is
warranted. Straight men treat each other like
objects of . competition and fear like an alien
creaglnéesstuck in theit own bodies. They often
make “teel that they hate themselves. That they
despise their own bodies. But to a certain degree
my uptightness comes from the fact that | don't
know how to react with them. I can’t be real with -
them the way I can be with many Gay men and
with many women. I can’t reach out for them
physically or to them emotionally. And 1 have
begun to realize that when [ don’t know how to
deal with my feelings towards people in a direct
way, when I have to become afraid of my own
feelings, I become uptight and competitive: fearful.
I sometimes want straight men to accept me as a
person {(that means “‘straight™) and yet I can’t
accept myself that way. Therefore conflict and
enxiety/competition and fear. Unbecoming Men has
enabled me to sce straight men as more real people,
not just figures of repression. But it has also made
me aware of how far they have to go before I can

. relate to.them on the levels of trust and care that I

relate to. my Gay brothers.

Unbecoming  Men is  available  through
Times/change Press; Port Murray, New Jersey
07865. Price $1.25. sixty-two pages with many
black and whité photos and drawings and heavy
enamel paper cover.
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On November 24, 1971 a men’s
cocksucking séminar was held in \ah

apartment on Me_nhattan's upper west
side, Seven subjects made up the Lt

representative sample. Their ages and experiences °

varied to a great degree,

The purposes of the seminar was to help combat
our puritanism which lingers in the gay liberation
movermnent. Owing to a low conscipusness. men
identify  with  their straight counterparts ' and
delegate sex to a tertiary function in their lives.
One thing characteristic of gay men befors the
movement was that they were promiscuous. This
designation was given them by straights who
compensate tor the sexlessness of their lives by
degrading those who have attained a freer life style.

Another purpose for the seminar comes from
our experience in coming out. Certain fears are
common 30 our iearning sexual expression. We are
constantiy told that having sex is something you
just do, that everyone can just do with no thought
to technique Feelings of inadequacy arise when wae
cannot face awkwardness in our early experiences.
We were surprised to see how awkward we still are,
even after the many sexual experiences we have
had. We discovered one basic fact from our
seminar: from each experience we gained a new
freedom of sexual expression making us more
capabie of getltling closer to our partnars. We
achieve an expertise defined only by our own
self-fulfilment (not by a performance standard}.

To those of you who are “shocked’ at what we
enjoy doing in bed we can only recommend that
you hold a seminar of your own. Perhaps you may
learn things about yourselves as we. have learned
about ourselves. Our sexuality is an ever.changing
process; past and present expariences combine
together 10 release us fram our present hangups.
But first, we must realize what our hangups are and
how others have overcome theirs. This can be
anoather benefit of such a seminar.

Question: What do you think are the erogenous
zones of the body?

Joe: Your ears, nose,
plexus area and back...

Entire Group: The whole body when you come
to think fo it. f[laughter}

Eric: The penis, | like to suck or lick that area
between the balls or asshole, And also the end of
the penis 15 the most sensual. For me it's all in the
crotch,

David: t's the same with me pretty much. | like
licking just in behind the penis. And fondling the
scrotal area. And tinger fucking. Having my head
right at his groin. And then further having my face
wrapped between his legs. | don‘t like my tits
sucked but | tike them ribbed, Rimming the ears.
Sometimes | like armpits, not always.

Eric:There's lots of nerve endings there.

David: | reaily enjoy having my thighs massaged,
and the groin area, and | enjoy doing it too. | find
the head of my cock and the area just behind it
mast enjoyable,

Chris: One area that wasn't mentioned was the
neck. Breathing on the neck...or biting.. Wow!...or
eéven pain or anything, The shoulder area as well.

Burt: One area 1o me is the back right above the
rectum.

Jim: What about the inside of the knees? And
the inside of your thighs? And | like to bite people
tog, on the mipples, cheek, the back, or anything. It

nipples, mouth, solar

does something to me as well as it does something

to them, | hope.

Steve: | especially Nke the perenial area
especially araund the scrotum and any massaging
around the cock thatuccentuatesthe perception of
your cock. A round type of motign including the
pubic hair,

Jim: | think the main thing would be to be
sengitive  enouyh 10 feet that whatever you do
would be pleasing (o them beeause there are no
two pouple who hiave the same erogenous places,

Jor 1 hike 1o use the whaole body and go over
the wnole person. Them s just so much that you
can oo ke ta have my tiss sucked, The ears...|
rradiy ke thatl gt wsually takes oz time  of
EXPrLnniation, actually achieving o sharing back
and torh,

Quastian: How do we arouse somsone? What

pusittons 40 we take while sucking someone’s cock?

Joe Yo arouse him would be the undressing.
You con even add music. | would use my hand to
arouse tum, ar even use my mouth. Then work my
wuy down. You musi always keep in mindg keeping
him aroused.

Questioner: How do vou know you've turned
them on?

Joe: Well, you can talk to them and tind out.

Sieve: Many times | think | know and then find
out 1 wasn'l doing anything,

Eric: Well, if you get them to writhe, ..

Joe: Yeah, when you feel the waves coming in,
they're turned on,

Vel 2, #E page s

A coCKsuCKing seminar
by Jqo Salata & Steve Gavin

T Quastion: Positions?-
o+ Joe: | don’y like them standing up. { like him
lying on a bed.

-Erier | prafer them standing or kneeling .over me,
To me that’s the height of sensuality, *

David: The way' | really enjoy it . is if he is
standing and he's pot his clothes on and I'm
massaging his body: and into his groin; then, he may
‘be. sitting on my lap and I'm still massaging his
thighs. Then unzipping his pants and sucking him.
When he hes an erection we’ll graduslly proceed to
undress each other. Then to work into my favarite
position, 69, when | really start sucking. | prefer
him standing or sitting on my lap.

Burt: First with their clothes on, I .rub them,
teel their penis and kiss them on the breast..take
off their shirt and Kkiss them...continually kiss
them..work on the nipples and the solar pilexus

. area...| like it too with their clothes on especially

dungarees...] agree with David ' very much...l
stimulate them by genarally doing to them what |
like done to myself.. .the cock area under tha head
in the back ({frenum)} | think is the maost
sensitive...t’'ll lick it, rub it, and massage it with my
lips, and | tickle the end of it with my
tongue.. AND I'LL GO TO ITI

Chris: The slow, gradual build-up has all been
described, the hard work of magsaging and kissing
takes a great deal. As for position | like him
standing over me. The arousal just happens. The
person stands or #lse | just hunch aver him as he is
tying. | aiso like to kneel before the person who's
standing. :

Question: What do you do now that the sucking
has started? What techniques do You use with your
tongus? In what sequence? How do You gat
feadback from vyowr partner? What are somae
individual ditferences you have found?

Jim: | would judge the person’s reactions. |
would try to do what would turn him on..if he
reacted to some stimulus favorably, | wouid
probably keep it up. Peopls don't all react to the
same thing. Some ‘like it sucked despar and some
like ‘it just licked. But it always depends on what
the person likes. . from a sort of feedback...if they
strein against you, it means 4o deeper; if they
would lie passive - and still keep a very hard
erection, | would assume it was satisfactory... some
vou do little and they come...

Eric: | think it's a good idea to ask them what
they like done to them. Some people get their
:ati‘sfactinn from vyour telling them how good it
eels,

Jim: Treat the person like he's important: some
way impress on him that he's a special person; and
that way you‘li get a better response.

Eric: | like to rub their thighs and belty while
I'm sucking, hold them tight, Jick them first and all

. around, usually before | suck them but many times

in between. Sometimes sucking hard like a milking
machine can be immensely gratifying. Showing
strength often communicates to your partner that
you really like what he is, ’
Quastion: What of a teasing technique?
Jge: | siept with :someone who tried that, and he

was unhappy thet evening. | was bored and just.

quit. .

Eric: That would be my reaction too. |

Joe: It could work, but | wouldn't just blunder
into it. | wouidn‘t go out and do it tomorrow
night. ’

Steve: You mean you thought he was cutting
you off? t ‘

Joe: no, he explained it to me, but | was just
bored playing around, | can only take so much, and
| worked that day. | just had to give up after two
hours. )

because they could draw off .and not take too
much at one time. '

Questioner: So, You're saying you continue with
the same thing until the person comes?

Eric: Yes. Co .

Burt: i like that 1technigue [the - teasing
techniguel . | find it very stimulating. | don't carry
it out for two hours, but it stimulates me alsa. To
start 1 like to . finger the rectum for added
stumutus...it  depends..personally, for my own
satigfaction, . | like to -feel stuffed..thal's- how |
gratify ~myself,..I’'H -enjoy the teasing and the
stimulating...| go under the testicles and then they
telt’ you what they like,..they say “‘suck my balls™”
or "kiss my. thighs'..I can stop...l can kiss the
belly button or the betly_.or the nipples..it really
depends on the guys..some you can use a direcst
approach,..if ‘it's someone | really enjoy 11 really
build up..i've only come a few times in my life
from being sucked...personally -1 like to just suck.

David: It I'm sucking, I tike the whole penis, |
like an awful iot of saliva and take it in and out.
While I'm sucking, 1 like to findle his testicles and
them behind - hig: scrotum and finger fuck him.
Hopefully 1’ll be doing sixty-nine and my head wili
be right in between his legs. If I'm being sucked, |
like the doer to take the whole thing too. Just
ticking my penris ~ the end of it — drives me crazy;

Erict It may work for those who are afraid

‘ Techniques?

I'm so ticklish | can’t stand it. | iet the ‘other guy .

know he’s doing this by drawing back. | usually ask
him to take the whole thing, :

a -

Chris: Similar process. Usuaily it's individuliinic,". o

and | gt no feedback whatsoever; so | usually do it

in one continuocus process. But, you know, when g

parsan expresses a preferance, I'll be right there to
fulfitl his desires. o

Question: ¥I'm sucking someons: What do I
perceive of my environment? what do | think -

about? what do | focus on?

Joe: | think too much...that's maybe whv".l.-;

don’t like cock sucking, | think about books I've

resd or peopls or poems i've written. Whan I'm

being sucked, | can go right out of the world with
the person. Wa're one in a big way. )
Quastioner: Do you keap your eyes opan?
Jim: Nol

Dave: Oh! | always dolt s
Jim: | don’t hear anything; | just think of what

I‘m doing, :

Erie: If the phone rang, 1'd stop and answer...| -

like light...] like to see the persons body. That's
half the pieasure,
Burt: | like to look at his face.

Jim: I'd rather explore the person’s body with

my fingers.

Burt: | like to look at the person, his face. | like
play. | like him to push my face in, and | ook yp.
at him. )

David: | like to look at the person. But, t have
my fantasy toa. If the person I'm sucking doesn’y:
live up to my expectations, | daydream of sucking -

someone eise or @ composite,

Chris: Usually 1 just keep that cne aim in mind

— to please. What can | do to further the pleasure
is my goal. Feedback is a big thing with ms. |
become totally aware of the feedback and try to

improve. To a high poaint | just concantrate qn-‘

pleasing him.

Steve: | learned to enjoy doing it myself. Thers. \

is just as much enjoymaent in it for me as for him.

After atl the mouth is one of the erogenous regions

and the cock is a wonderful instrumant. | raalty
enjoy it. Sometimes 63 can be distracting. There is
too much going on, } like to do domeone keeping
my eyes open and sensitive to all sensations around
me. :

How do | fesl if he doesn’t come? How do | feel if

my partnar does other things while I'm sucking him

— lighting a cigarette, for instanca? .
Jim: If they do something elss, | stop.

effect.

Questioner: Do you like someone to move? L
Jim: | dan’t like extremely large cocks. 1f my

Question: What do | like my partner to do?

Steve: Sometimes even coughing has a negative. -

partner doesn’'t come, | ask him what and it tha

answer is satisfactory, then it doesn’t bother me.

~ Eric: | like my partner to writhe a littla to show ..

that he's enjoying it. | don't like my partner;tq. - -

choke me or be violent so | can‘t enjoy it. If.he ,:

doesn’t come, | con’t iike it. Someons sucking me

doesn’t make me¢ come unless he's very good at it, _l: L
unless I'm -

find it bhard to have an argasm

masturbating, Even while fucking ) can’t have one, - - -

| guess | need more friction,

David: The cocks per se il take them as they’

come -.[laughter]. You can’t be that spacific.
Because people's anatomy being what it is it's hard.
to’ demand. | enjoy taking the whals cock..or as

much as | can at my own rate, | like him-to move: .
around to sorne-degree. As far as his thinking..of;

something else | think it's worse when they talk to

you about Charles. Ives. (laughter] This happened;
to me when | was living in New Haven. . This trick; .
of mine was. doing his dissertation on Charles lves,

and white I'm sucking him off he's giving me’a
thirty credit hour teciure., fmore laughter) .

Buri: | do tike them to give me.a lot of
movement, | like when they wrsp their legs around

me an¢d push with their body. If he did something *

else | might tind it sexy, | like a njce sized head,
but with fellatio | like them averagéd sized, This'is

much better because the muscles in your mouth gel..
very tired, and some guys don't come right away. H- .

I were injoying it, and | really liked tha.feilow;‘l‘d‘f

realty feel bad if he didn’t come. If we were bpth

having a rough time, | would accept i1. L

Chris: The same attitude prevails with me. §

would feel the biclogical function isn't completed;”

As far as size- it. can’t be too big...it would turn- me.
adds to my .’

otf completely. | like motion: it

enjoyment. As far as lighting a cigaretts, ‘maybe

Cowntine on Next page. 18
| 3

i R,

- S SIS L




entirely.

‘the worse thing wes the gagging. Gadl|
- and.

onﬁﬂ_'From las’l- page..

oment, It coutd b a lack of interest, but it could
re: needs 1o fullill a desire like a nicotene fit, If
a-didnt- ha\r? a cigarette, he might foose interest

Joe: {"H answer that first.
Hat?: Haven t you ever had sex and done:dope?

T EFie: 1 don’t like big size, but 1'd love to play

{ “No vou know this long and thit big around
‘[he extedds his arms to illustrate.], . )
.David: Qh, 1 had a juicy one one tirmal It was .

"-féhtasfic! | swear to god, this guy —— Oh, He was .

butch,too —~ he had nice tight levies; he must have
‘Been two and one half inches in diameter..,.. ’

.'Burt: | once hdd a small baseball bat.

David: "..and ! sucked him. Oh, it was great,
iscious,  ohE._.creamy texture...came ~ rotling
out.,.come is, he wore a cock ring, tool,.

- laughter] Iexplnnatmn of a cock ring and its u:es
‘fmlowad] C

- Question: Is orgasm sn mntlll part. of .
coekluckinl? How much of the cock do you take
in? How do you avoid gagging? Do you tike the
“tiste of comae? )

. "Jowst I thirik that everybody gags. That's nothing
to worry sbout; it just happens. As for coming, |
think that it’s important to completa the thing.
Mavybe. .that's my business orientation — when |
start o job | want to finish it. Just recently t had
&n exparience with somebody that got very excited
over me, and they came right away; they weanted to
quit-thean, | got very upset sbout that. He wanted
to- call.i ke said,”I'm done.” That was a bBig turn
off. | made him wait arcund until he got turned on
sgain. | wanted to complete it,

" Quéstioner: What about the taste of come?

" ~Joe: At first | didn't like come; | wouldn’t taste
it. Somebody talked me into it. | had a sore throst,
‘and ha iaid,”Take it; it's good for your throat.”’ He
wes right!

Questioner: How much do you want to take in?
~ Jos: You don't have to take in the whole thing.
“The person sucking should so what he likes to do.

. Steve: There are many cocks where it's’
imposiibie, - Lo .
UErier 1t maked things fesl batrer if..

Jos: "If he knows what he's dmng
9n the cooperative feeling,

~ Burt: | rarely take all of a guy’s cock in. Some
‘men it's absolutely impossible. They anjoy it just as
much, 1 still have problems gagging slthough not as
much as before, .

_Joe: If you're really turned on by someone, and
you don‘t think about gagging: you'd ba surprised
how easy it becomes,

What would you advise to the suy whn s going
te suck eock for the first tima?

Eric:l'd say do it with someone who's not going
to ram it down vyour throat, if you can choose.
Tiake it essy don't try to swallow it all at once. Let
it go in very siowly.

- Dave:My advice would be much the same. Take

it depends

. little bit st a time. st & comfortable rate for you.

~That will generally pleass tha ather person, too. It-

“{sn’t too aften that you come scross a person
: who'll just rem it in,

‘Burt: One of the problems | hed wis that —wn

o I ‘stimulsting the guy not wat he snjoying it. | tried -
. to-do to. another guy what | wouild enjoy myself

. experience in
“-masturbating, 1'd say beware that some people are
-very forceful,

. pErson, |

-both "in - fantesy and frum

Try to biuld up s rapport wlth the

' Eric:

~/Chris: | don't know what tdvlce I: would glve i)
E remnmbar my. first time: | did enrvthmn
‘wrong. - | ‘gagged; then ‘| shuddered, 1 ‘lost my "~
sréction.” l just imy there {imp - the whols time. But
...l . chokeéd
~the whole expsrience was very down. Then |
sterted - thking - everything slowly putting mare
mphnla on hand moveméants. and the total effect
f love, ‘muking, not Just to take it to show tl‘llt
u're good, Everything - tlow- and nice and easy.
Tm first time | was really an sager beaver to try to

; prove myself because the perton | was with said

‘that you're not completely gay if you don‘t suck

E€ric: That's a lot of bull shit.

Steve: Don’t be too interasted in the concept of
“succets’”’. Try to enjoy what you're doing snd
relax. Don’t be afraid of swkwsrdness in sexual
retations; it’s & thing of being st sase and getting to
learn what you want to do rather than trying to fit
into some standard.

-How da yow communicets with your partner

" when you do or do not enjoy a particulsr thing he

ks daing? ‘ ‘
Joe: | like to continue with one thing for a

eise. | steer tham, and than | tell them,

UL
ol ", 4 8 g/

that's -anottier facet of his enjoying himseif “at the v °

' he it & cigarette, do

| don't think you should faef oblinad to '
; tuck cock —~ to feel because you're gay you. hlve to -
7 da that.

long .
_ tims, Some poepie like to stop and do somesthing

_ ~ real codperatwe thmg,.
Y- 'they’ want.

it?

"-;‘jpmipect.’l'hitonewuumnlwinner
“I ¢dime botiie’ about three in the- nfternooh'o:ie "

- :uckmg, ‘and’ then thev

Joe: | like to contipue with oﬂi thing for-» Iony\; -

time.. Soma -posple like . to stop:and do wmcthln.
else. | stear them,; and then | tell them :
-Stave: |'ve cxparinncad ‘that. ; too  — . ‘when'
someone takes a little white  to turn ‘you an.in 8
particular area, end just as you're rullv dlnmn It
he goes to oomethmg ehe.
Eric: Yéeh, 4 .
Joe: You. try. to steer them- b-ck into it during
the whote - exper:ence Somn peop!e like to mn
Il go over yaur body again
If. tr » :

back. If not

Erig: To be forrhrrght Wit
Stéve: Many. fimes aFterw
that -1 should have sdid this. or -that while |- was '

" being sucked. There are thlngs that s fett reluctant

to talk about” I might seem too demanding.

.- Things wpuld: have been more. anlovable for; bathgt-.

us if | -had, said:them! rather thans]ust plevmg the;
scene, ’ .

Erie: Well

vou ‘re domg lt whv not tafk about- .

Quostmn How do | feel |f mv partner doas riot

‘swellow my toma? Do | want to kcap my cock in

his mouth after i come? ~

- Joe: | want him ta" swallow it but if he sbesh’t
it's OK. There is o way after you come of still
keeping the stimulation that feels very goad. | like

_it when they do that, It doubies the pleasure at: the

end.

Steve: | like a. perrod of raiaxution after | come -

© = no stimulstion-for & little while,

Eric: 1 think. it's ‘very gratlfvlng' if -they dof

- swallow. They whouldn‘t fesl bad if they don't: |

don't elways swellow it sither, After | come 1'd like

to rést for five minutes ‘before déing . anything - -

again. | don't like for someone to withdraw
completely and go to slesp. | fike & very mild type
of love meking sfter we both come.

© Joe: Yesh, cause it's very diffurqnt from the hot
part before.

David: | like for h:rn ‘to’ knp my cock in hiy -

‘mouth end twirl: his tongue arouhd at the rear af

my penis rather thin ‘the head —_— fnr . Ilttle while,
and then rent.
Eric: | never- thought of thlt.‘ ‘ ’
Chris: | prefer that they swetlow if: but it's up to
them, Usually I'm doing the plessing and in this
way |'m getting plessed, What pleases him pleases

.-, B -
lmGay ‘and 1 dxg

it. I live mmlNYU dorm:tory, and I'don't dig that but
I try to make the best of it, Wh¥ I live here and why
I don’t move out, I-won’t go. into now. I want,
however, to relate some of the experiencese-f being
openly gay in a dorm. .

When | returned. to NYU this September I moved
in with a gay brother that I had réomed with last -
.year, We are in a two-room miite and for personal
masons(of which'I'm not exactly siire) chose separate
rooms. We then had two rooms each with one empty
space and one openly gay pérson. o

After about a week, a black: male was the first to.
move in, He chose my room and decided that maybe
it wouldn’t be s0.bad rooming:with a gay.person;
‘After sll, his cotsin’s little brother is'gay (1 assume
that would ‘also- make him: his-tousin); and some-of

" them are “just a3 good as we are”. In the meantiine

another straight male proceeded “to move into’ the’
‘site; My gay brother had completely sectioned off-.
- his half of the room by this time, and- wisely L. hh

 roommate tursied out to be a rathér strange pmon aa

‘well as a “liberal® (I'll get to him later),.
“Little or no communication passed between me
and my roommute ‘Finally,, aftér ‘sbout a. mk, he'

'« disappeared; lcnmeinommtliuandheluddmply

thoved - out: Natiirally . housiing - sent - us mothet

‘to find someoné had moved n, About 3:30 he finds
a bﬂaf lppelrlnoe. Hc mquhﬂ hto - the

'affmﬂve Then ﬁe yelled (from my- gy libaﬂtkm o

poster, [ preaume), “are. you gay}”. T said“yeés” He
screamed “Pm' rafy out of the room, and slammd
the door. He returned 45 minutes late; and while

moving his things out mumbled something about -
thester majors., I oxplained that I was not a theater
major but a politics major in hopes of getting rid of

- people like him; As it tumed out, he-was a theater:
major; but as he explained, heohl:yduhindedlnn‘

he won't have to work with peoplé like me.

The next day, I went down to the housing lady t6' .

tell her to please inform: whomﬂuihummto

send us that I was gay, 1 entered her ofﬁqe.u_ld ‘

“I¥ just tell- them to do "hatf_‘- :

At msultmg them i
521 Ehink 1o my,self'

. together,

”

me. After he comes, if he does suck me off, then |

‘tike to coast.. just coast dewnhill with some play

sfterward, nice gentile coasting.

Question: How do | like cocksucking in relation -
to other forms of sax? Do | like one big come or
many comes? How ilong does it take for me to

- come compared 10 other forms of sax?

Joe: 1 like to gear it: get highly aroused and last.

‘longer. | like to have sex all night —sttampt as
' -Quéstion: What do 1 think about whan I'm being
) suek-d... . . ..

David: Many tumes I think about suckings

) mebody else,

Jae: If it's an S&M thing, the whole fantasy

"f_takes it's peak . there while being sucked. You can

jpst iravel the whole thing. | experienes music and
many- extraordinary schizéphrenic experiences.

"Chris: 1 wusually experience love sonnets -
something like tripping or 2 fantasy, dreams,..,

Joe: Many times it's good tothink of the person,
It's 1ike you're taking them, | think of them as part
of me;-jt's all one sout sometimes; with all of this
added on, it becomes really great.

© Erict | fell the-same way. If | think.of anything,
it's what the person looks like,

‘Jim: 1 think about the enjoyable feeling | get
from |t what 5 happenmg

Quutlon. What are somo of the problams of G827 .

‘ How can 69 be satisfying to both partners?

o-David: Sixty-nine is my faverite position. It's a .
mutual act where you're both doing the same thing
to "each other. | can really enjoy having my face
enveloped by his legs, and | really feel part of him.
it’s pretty hard, though, to coma at the same time,

Eric: | don‘t like it particularly. You don’t really
‘have to have orgasms doing 89. You can both have
it some othear way, 1t"s too difficult to manage.

Chris: It's too. much to handle. I'm not
successful at all with it,
Joa: 1 don't like to. suck unless it's doing 69

csuse there’s more to it; there's a lot more fun. It's
very difficult to come at the same time.
Steve: | don’t think it is. Generally in a sex

" relation with someone his visible signs of pleasure

also turn you on. Two peopie who really relish

_each other and are outwardly demonstrstive of

their plessurs should have fittle trouble climaxing
Feeling at esse is very important. If
there's sny lesrning involved, it's learning to feel st
‘onse, '

Erict 1t might be sasier if you know the person
very welil, it takes practice,

¥ 1108

" gtarted to explain to the woman when she
interrupted me. “‘Why,"” she wanted to know, “why
do you have to tell people you'’re gay? If you were a
fommunist would you have to put up a huge poster -
of Lenin and tell people that you light a candle in his
memory every night?’ I tried to explain things but

- ended up leaving after she expressed a few more of
her original thoughts. My room was declared
unoccupiable and was left with itx em ptyspace for
several weeks,

. While | enjoyed my emgly space, my gay brother
quietly freaked with his roommate < sctually, we
both: freaked,, - "He often
cotnes out with statements like “You're lucky thatI .

_accept You,” or “Guess what! I just told a gay person

how to get to Christopher Street.”
" “How did you know he was gay?”
“From his high pitched voice I naturally amume.,™
T was pleased not to be the one rooming with him.
I hld my empty space. I had put the beds together

" . aind- rearfanged the fiirniture, 1 had purchased a:
‘ ,monkeymdbni!titahueuce.lwnh-ppy.'rhis,
_rhom.mnametomend ‘

The housing lady informed me (after having the :

. 'room to myself for seven weeks) that someone was |
- moving - i and that it would work out all right
* because b was resdy. tomminwiﬂuoﬂllu. I told
" -her that she was close a5 1 now had a monkey. She
" freaked and started muttering that she must be a

‘witeh. ] was in full agreement,

" Thé day arrived and he moved in. It's now just
five — about 11:30 each night he announces that he
‘is going to bed and asks my guests, if I happen to
have any, to please leave, This habit, however, may .
be cured because I plan to “liberate” him, The next
time he makezs an announcemer* [ plan to start

~having sex with myguest(or guests),

I may be in a small room with & huge monkey
cage ‘stuck .in the middle of it. I may have an
carly-to-bed straight roommate. 1 may never be able
“to get imto the bathroom. But, thinp could be
mme?
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Guy Liberation seems to be in vogue among the
chic inteltigentsia this year. The SWP has its Kipp
Dawson and the New York Times has its Merle
Miller. One particular new left magazine which one
month ago was peddling Hoover Sucks posters for
$2 now features the startling revelation that gay
people are human, To some of us who have spent
yeurs in consciousness raising this amazing shift is a
sight to behold! Think of all those many months
we've wasted getting our heads together when we
should have been reading the New York Times and
the Militant!

Thoughts on the Movement:

the year of the queer

Look -at the people our
_ liberators have chosen to represent us! It's as

if they were afraid of the growing militance in the
gay liberation movement; as if by using there
monopoly of the mass media and by choosing
“appropriate” representatives of the gay movement,
they culd nitigate the sting. The extent some
people go to hide their own sexism!

Interestingly, also, we can tell who are those
among us who had the lowest conciousness-the
straight identified homosexuals who compete with
each other for access to the pig media. Those who
are desparately trying to show their straight friends
that sexism and pay liberation cun be compatible.

We in the gay liberation movement are
unimpressed with the phony sweet talk of sexist
America. All the media in the world cannot erase
the products of a gay coaciousness. It remains for
straight America to face the mirror. Sooner or later
all straights will tace their sexism. It is writien in
the stars. '

male chauvinism

in the liberation movement
We see many white radicals these days extolling the
virlues of various macho type of third world
liberation movements. We are led, at first, to
believe that the consciousness of the white left has
finally been aroused to the dehumanizing effects of
racism. Yet, fhese same white straight radicals omit
the technigues of black consciousness-raising from
thetr eulogy seript. {t is as if they retluctantly
condone blacks for seeking a black identity. Their
guilt feelings and “radical piety™ prevent them from
employing such  racist terms as ‘“‘segregation in
reverse,”

But there is ulso one other overriding factor that
enlists white radicals in the defense of black male
chauvinism, the gay liberation and  women’s
liberation movement. While giving lip service to
women’s liberation, straight men become strong
supporters of ihe most sexist characteristics of the
third world liberation movements. They secretely
applaud the vile remarks of the pig, Eldrich Cleaver.
It is as o with one face they are expressing
sympathy with women’s oppression and with the
uther face they are desperately trying to preserve
Lhetr sexist stiatus by encouraging vicious insults to
the women they purport fo admire. To straight
men Clove™ wmplies domination; the fairyland in
wiiich they hive serves bul to hide them from the
naked truth - there can be no love with sexism.

Yet there appears to be little method to their
madaess. T'hese poorwretcnedsouls don't even nn

Flease help,
£ am a prisener

»
FRENCH CLOSET

by Warren Singer

This past year [ spent several weeks in Paris, and
during that time | had a small affair with a guy
called Jean, of whom 1 recently received a letter
which inspired this article. To understand my
feelings about this letter 1 have to go back to the
beginning of this relationship and to all that
happened during if.

| met Jean in a small Left Bank bar without
windows, culled Les Nuages (the clouds). It was an
otdinary bur meeting except for the language,
having never before carried on a relationship in
another language. Jean was thrity-one and what
would be described here as a typical New York .
East-side type, he.ing a godd job, apartment, and
car. He worked for an American corporation, and
as | found out the next day also spoke fluent
English. As | learned to know him that night and
the following ones, | felt for him and pitied him as
an oppressed brother in a horribly sexist country.
Sex with him proved this more to me because he
would only think of having it in a simulated
heterosexual missionary type position. The guilt

Vf)/ ‘1)"#—?1 FQ}QO

a piss-poor third at their own game. Heterosexual
.impotence in one form or another is becoming
commonplace among white radical groups. Their
support for the black macho groups rises out of
envy for cock power, the power they once held,
This shouid serve as a good lessan to all third

world male chauvanists. Let them take a goed look
at white male radicals. From them they can learn
what they could be like in the future. The roads of
sexudl imperialism lead to dead ends such as

. thes, on joint action

Superstars exist in all movements. They create
their celestial thrones in the name of a people
whose liberation they purport to be working for.
Actually, they divorce themselves from the people

" they are supposed to be helping, define the people’s
oppression for them, and finally exhort the people
to follow the path they have lain. In order for you
to be liberated you must come and worship us,
they seem to be saying. It is not surprising to find
that the paths that they create lead not to

. liberation but to the celestial throne they. had

" created for themselves. Superstars use the power
game to compensate for a low consciousness.
- Underneath  their elegant rhetoric lies a tacit
acceptance of the dehbumanizing precepts of the
enemies of their people.

We are all superstars in one way or another. As
our consciousness develops we begin to see our
errors of the past. Being open to self criticism puts
us one step further on the road to liberation.

Recent events in the black movement seem very

encouraging. Many people in that movement seem
to be reassessing the road they have been traveling,
Instead of working for black people, many blacks
in the movement are trying to work with black
people. This is a very important development; it's a
development we in the gay movement should note
carefully.. - - :

By putting ourselves in little compartments apart ™
from the gay community, we are only helping

sexists drive a--wedge between us and the pay

community. Those of us who say that unliberated

homosexuals are the movement’s worse enemy are

only playing the oppressor’s pame. By this
-statement we only dé.nonstrate that we do not fully
, understand the roots of gay oppression.

Racism and sexism have a common element,
dehumanization. The appressor iries to convince his
victims they are subhuman by their very existence.
He creates a society whose very foundations
incorporates this dehumanization and then compels
his victims to function in his diabolical creation.
The development of our consciousness as gay
people has a definite parallel with the development

. of the consciousness of third world peoples.

It remains for all of us to -develop a joint
consciousness, to be able to transcend our own
oppression to reach a common ground with our
sisters and brothers in all true_ liberation

V train and writing a letter to him.

was s0 strong; without exaggeration it would take
hours for him to come; and by that time I was, to
be frank, extemely bored. The -idea of anal
intercourse, or “violation” in his words, was
shocking and wrong and evil of him to even think
of. Being a fervent GLFer I tried to help him, to
reach  him with the radical gay spiel, but all he
would do was agree and then say it wasn't any:
g00d because he can't fight striaght society, and I’d
be back where I started from.

One weekend [ went to visit some friends, and
when I came back I naturally called him up. I had
no money at this time, and I would wander around
the parks during the day waiting for night and for
him to take me to dinmer, then sex, and finally
sieep, only to be woken up bright and early so the
concierge wouldn't see. me leave,

One Sunday he took me to Versailles and told
me that this must end because he was getting
married; he told me he had never had sex with a
woman and wasn't able to but was getting married
and giving up homosexuality because that was the
right thing to do, Now, besides oppressing himself
he'd also be oppressing a woman. No amount of
talking reached him and the following day 1 left
when my money arrived. We had coffee in.a small |
cafe before I teft and he told me how he would
now lead a heterosexual life. [ felt so sad for him
that 1 cried in the station while waiting for the

";_mpyc_men'ts: the gay liberation movement, ‘ithe = -

- . . This development is the antithesis of consciousness

women’s liberation movement, and the third world™
liberation movements. Working together we c'gp-'---- :
“create @ force that will shake sexist and Tacisl
“America to its foundation. The time may not he
~completely ripe...... but it is imminent. -

avin

C@H-ggﬁvity and

Consciousness Raising

“Consciousness raising is very helpful to all gay
people. [t is essential for every gay person to go
through consciousness raising. Up to now the group -
techniques of consciousness raising have been
effectively used by gay people to reevaluate their
‘'status in sexist society, But consciousness raising
. also has some drawbacks which should be kept in
mind. o
‘Many C-R groups tend to be very selective of ="
the people they accept, and even those that: are
not, find that their group tends to stabilize in a
~way that “minimizes conflicts”. In this latter case it.. "
. is easy for the remaining members to rationalize '
that the drop-outs were those who did not want to
‘face the political implications of their private lives. .
- .In some cases what has actually happened is that a
" - basic segment of the original group with z commeon
prejudice has discouraged the admission of people
whose viewpoints would confront that prejudice..
C-R groups can degenerate into- philosophical
enclaves whose members constantly reassure each
" other that their hangups represent gay liberation

raising. : ‘ R
. In its early stages C-R gives each person. insight
into her personal problems; this insight ‘helps
resolve them. In its later stages C-R enables- gay
people to transcend their own hangups to develop -
an -awareness which encompasses the whole:-gay :
movement. This is why it is important to remain in’
consciousness raising. Destructive elements of ‘the:
movement use C-R only to overcome their personat.
hangups. Once they've overcome their difficulties,
_.they are capable of imitating -the power trips of
their straight counterparts. T
Witness what happened to the ecarly gay
community center. While the collectives who ran.
‘the center were “gay and proud”, individual
members plastered their straight identified heroes
on the walls, They were too preoccupied with ‘the.
rhetoric of the sexist left to appreciate the g
implications of a gay life style. Some boasted of . °;
the selectivity of their C-R groups - how all the
members were of the proper perspective: all marxist’
revolutionaries, antisexist femmes, intellec’tuals, or
other closet types,
Relating within a macro-structure is an essential. :
part of the gay liberation movement. The exigencies - -°
of the movement are dictated not only by our own:
consciousness but also by the oppressors ‘who .are
canstantly fighting the movement that endangers
their  sexist  privileges. Isolation facilitates .’

destructive dissension, and dissension is an ally of
those who wish to destroy the movement. The -
future of the movement lies in the collectjve - - .
consciousness of the gay community nét‘ﬁ*ﬂ o
back yard furnaces of splinter groups.

* about gay politics in New York, Come Out! and-

A few weeks ago [ wrote him another letter\| - -

about a gay group in Paris. Last week I received an ||
answer from him; ' :
Dear Warren, . : e
Many thanks for your letter. I am glad to know -
th:t You came back easily to New York and gota "

As I hoped last summer to succeed in, I have
complerely broken with my homo inclination and
begun a new life, even if I am not yer married,

So I ask you — because I am no linger interested
in it, not to send me any of your paper. It is not
the quality of such publications -which - i in
question but only my new life, my new tagtes.

I'll probably leave Paris within one month o
have a new job in Province. ‘

I think that our life will deeply diverge now.
Nevertheless keep sure that I wish you to succeed
as completely as possible in your way.

Adieu,

Jean
I almost cried when I read to see what straight
society has dome to my people, not only in
America but throughout the world. I can only: .-
answer this with hate to them for the cruelty and-
persecution done to my sisters and brothers, -
whether in New York, Paris, or Havana. .




Wow {'ll reaily be uptight
if my family sees this

" Daughter no. | was for Daddy.
Mommy had always been

her daddy’s daughter, so why should

$he expect it to be any different this time around?
She waited her turn.

Daughter no.2 could be hers.

She would call her Emily Rubin, after herown
fiery and stubbornmaternal grandmother

Daughter no.2 was born two and a half years Iater.

" "We were so worried you would be a boy,

that we'd have to love you anyway of course.

but we wanted a girl so much.

The sister that | naver had.”

What wasn't mentioned was that Daddy's two
brothers

had been taken from him, one by death in
adolescense, the other, mentally

retarded, feft as a responsnbalny but never as a
companion.

I kind of knew that Daddv had wished for a real live
brother.

It never occurred to me that he had missed havinga

sister.

Mommy’s brothers hod treated her bad, | guess
brothers don’t want gisters

So there | was born 1o be Julia’s sister.And
Mommy's.

. ‘I'dig Mommy.

We talk about a.iot of things,

| really like being'with her.

We've always done stuff together,

And shared our reactions to those experiences.

1'd still rather talk to her about some things than to |
" anyone sise,

With anyone else it would take so long to come to
any kind of shared

langu aga. “We talk in shorthand,””she tells her
friends

or relatives who overhear and can't understand.

- We have a lot of private conversations in public.

Sure we have hassles, like she wants me to dress up
better,

but 1've aslways felt less entangled than daughter no. .

1 with Daddy.

1 said to myseif at age fourteen,

“Daddy sure fucked up Julie, He aint gettin’ a chance
to

come nhear |.m more

able to know exactly what's hurtmg and | believe in
my right to

-. have my own values

Like today we were talkmg and she wet her pinkies
and smoothed

my eyebrows,

She’s been doing this all my life,

She picked it up from her mother, who's been domg
it alf my life.

_I've hated it all my life.

1 have my father’s eyebrows.
- . They're the bushiest eyebrows |'ve ever seen on a

woman-- -

- They grow comp!etely together over my nose.

When | was in junior school, | used to tweeze away

. the

center part and also all stray hairs underneath
to keep them in order | had to tweeze them every

| _ night,

They‘re so ful and scattered.

. Actually, Julie tweezed them for me the first time.
. She asked Mommy's permission first.

““Yes, but only the center, not underneath.”

Julie has always hked Grandma smothing her
eyebrows,
She digs it as expression of affection.,

So today | got angry when Mnmmy went at my
ayebrows,
She pulted back before | could explam with

“0h, 1'm sorry, | didn’t know yvou didn't like it.”

t kept wanting to explain to explain why it made me

%0 angry,

‘how it’s telling me that I shouid’nt be whe | am.

: Bt she didn't whant to hear it.

She*Kept saying’I've Said "m sorry, you don’t have

7 to 'get angry,

}. agree that you should havé the nght not to be
touched.”

ek A AR Y3 e LY VTP

TVal 2, B5, f@% 2f

' ‘Butshealso keptsaymgthatshehednnghtmher'

feeling of wanting

me to look a certain way, but that she'd not mpme
it on me Physically.

As if that physical groomlng eould be half &

- powerful as her

sllentlongmgformtobemmkﬂ'mm
Thewhoierestofthetlmewemtogeﬂ\ermhad
her arm '

around me. Becausé she wanited tobewithme |
wanted to be with her too. .

‘More than l wanted to ba with niy sister, who was

there too.

Who | don't get so much from whenwetalk

! always feef wom out from talking to my sister,|
always end up being there for her, which sometimes
makes me .
feel good, but 1 can't remember a time when she
helped me

with insight into my needs, -
Ofoourseshewasnevereneoumgedto 1 was
conceived . :

as her sister, not vice versa.

Mommy does help me mth insight mto my needs.

. There’s only one. subject that Mommy and | can.t

talk about,
Me being a lesbian is taboo.

She begantosuspectwrwn 1'cut my hair off.

From her comments, | thought she knew, lwas really
surprised

when she acted so :hockad when | finaily stoppod
hedging and

answered yes to orie of her questions.

She assumed it was only in my imagination, and that
| was only

doing what was fashionable at the time.

That was a familiar necmatlon. doing somcthmg
because my friends were, e

Funny, how the accusation never helped me get any '
closer to

knowing what ] mﬂy vnnud only farther away

1 amwered harquestlontlmyesldomakelonwlth

women,

And asked her if she ever hod

She said she didnn’t want to ‘answer that oneon the .

phone, she

wanted to talktomempmon _

For months after that we avoided making a date to
- talk, .

We'd see each other with the rest of the family, or go

to dance

concerts together (we've slweysdone that) but -

stay sway from talking about IT.

Finally she pressed me, we made & date for dmner

instead, | was reallv tbenfor her, how hard it is for

her with

my Pathev sick,

And other stuff too.

Then she eeme up to my apurtment
We finally outed with it,
My homosexuality, and hers.
" Me, proud, and basmllym by her ructions.
because
I've heard them all before, thought every one: of
them through,
and reiected each

She despalrs that I'm gay Despmr is her words
And feels guilty that it's her “fault”.
-Whereas | feel tharikful that I'm gay and that she
let me be open to & woman, her.
She begged me not to’ telf my father, and I havefbt"‘
yet.

When my sister mentioﬁ a fman’s name, my
_parents tune in expection to share her joy.
When | mention a woman’'s name, my mother freaks.

- As If every one of-them 'was my tover.

t wish that were more trite than it is.

What I'm reminded of in our felationship

is the classic dyke-and-straight-lady

coupie, where the straight lady insists that
She's riot a fesbian, they yuggnake love,
iimplying that a Iesb:an is an awful

thing to be. -

And the leshian stays because she’

likes the affection and sex she’s gettmg and she

tﬂes not to thmk about what she isn't gettmg _‘

e et N P A Wi e R i S e
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~ Her homosexuality: “I've been there and [ was

licky enough to escape.”

She had a lover at age thirteen, and she says both
of them were

relleved when the gid's family moved away,
thankful for help in

endh'someth!ngtheymn‘tabletoendfor

Lnter "MM sexuality,” she joined a

predominantty
gay theaire troupe, but never had sex with another

She mid she talked to other women in the group
who were also

there in onder {0 experiment with waht they were.
Wow, I can just seee them all wanting to be
seduced, but not

getting it together to desire and make love to each
other.

Too much, Torture.

1 know the piace, ['ve been there,

During World Warll, she joined the army, “to drive
a truck,” :
I'vealways heard her say. They never let her.

I

Is she conscious of all the gay coinmunity

- steyeotypes she was

acting out Does she know I'm seeing it.

i doubt it, she both wants it known and wants it
While she was in the army she and my father
became lovers and

got married. In her parents house, by a judge not a
rabbi,

very rushed-on leave, in her dress uniform,

Has there ever been a more butch bridal gown.

e"'.i_’j rubin weiner

J
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LESBIAN-not an ism but an is -

“Buf what do Lesbians do?” If you are a L,ésbiah,

| look back on how many times straight friends have,

at last, gotten down to what they consider. the
nitty-gritty. If you are “not"a Lesbian™ - a condition
I do not admit the existence of: if you feel like a
Lesbian, 1 think you are one - maybe you wonder,
too. . ‘ .

What Lesbians do is very simple. They love one
another out loud.

As is usual with the straight world - and if you are
still hovering, you are yet in the clutches of this
straight, and oh so alien world - the_ question is
clumsily posed. The real question is “what do
Lesbians feel?”

The straight world is not too interested in this
aspect; here, as is so often true of heterosexuals
{whatever that means) they do not feel, they grope.
That little teli-tale subterranean stir; that unscratch-
able inner mosquito bite of curiousity; that “1 know
I'm not, but...,” yeah, but meanwhile the palms are
sweaty - what does it all mean? Many possibilities:
they are seeking sexual techniques; they are
curious, as were the Romans
watching the Christians dying in the arenas, as to

pressed against the glass of the Forbidden Fruit

Store. Or, none of the above we don’t care too

- much about them.).

The straights have managed by their numbers -

" swelled, as they are, by fearful latents - to put
. homosexual love into a realm of erotic dreams,
. “unnatural” practices, dirty-book-mail-order devices,
" late-night masturbation in the company of taboo

thoughts. And all this by simply fuzzing the issue
“what do they do ,” as opposed to “how do they
feel” One could cry real tears for the thousands
{even millions?) who have died without ever having
lived because of that rhetoric, because of fear: | love
her, but what should 1 do , how is it done , what do
Leshians do? ‘

How to draw a map having been there? How to
write a guide book, having seen and known it all?
When all love is essentially the progress of a stranger
in a strange land, how can I help a lover the world
has named completely alien and who has accepted
the label of alien?

1 have been twenty years a Lesbian and, but a few
weeks ago, learned that { didn’t know it all. Don't
ask “what should I do, ™ as this sexist, sexbook
world has taught you - ask instead “whatdo [ feel?”.
Then reach that asking hand toward your loved one.
Believe me, it will be guided.

Peg Bear
l.ﬂ‘-
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columbus day
in
central park

'l always be glad 1 found you in October
come what may— :

October aches to be shared. Not for a lifetime’s
peace would I trade one single, questing day.

Or even a moment. Today; all brisk and blue;

[ went out to take photographs of you—

Hoping, oh,

[ don’t know— .

Hoping, perhaps that you will see

Faint-etched traces, o

Of me., .. ‘ : '

Glimmers of my life through glimpses of my .

Favorite places. - o

Sibelius notes were pouring like sunlight from
my radio— P ‘

And sunlight was pouring liké Sibelius notes
among the blowing, whirling leaves, gilding

+ the already golden; setfirig fire to the already

flaming, patterning the air, falling in wasteful - - ¢

splendor to the earth below 5., - ..
And suddenly, I realized you! $he is real!

Out there, = . . .

Out there in all this October, she exists!

1 have not dreamed her, nor invented her—

Have not schemed her up, created her feelings,
dictated a being as my will insists!

She is there, , o C ‘

Somewhere—she thinks, she walks ~perhaps through
leaves, she feels! L

At this very moment, she could be thinking on me!

At this very moment, she could—even—be fond of me!

Inside, an implosion of joy-to-be-alive, from toes ‘
to wind-tossed hair ends, an explosion of
sunlight, blazing leaves and Sibelius, that
you are you, somewhere out in this Fall . . .

I guess that’s all. .
- ﬂyﬂm

Memorial Day in Central Park

The dove returns to her nest—
She finds it torn and bleeding straw
* her pale eigs broken.
In the Park in the gathering dark
She sits on the shoulder
of Ludwig van Beethoven
And mourns in his ear softly.
But Ludwig van Beethoven is deaf.

The voice of the dove is the voice of my love '

When she says will it always be like this?

I'say no and she says prove it—

I say let us go to the Park and be hesled

_ leave the rest unspoken..
In the Park in teh gathering dark

I see a dove on the shoulder . .

~+ of Ludwig van Beethovén

L It mourns in his ear softly,

I say look. She says Beethoven was deaf.

~7 . I say 'm not. Thear my dear..

Come step into his shadow. Let us kiss,
: o R . Peg Hari
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At this point this paper seems to be a Gay
Position Paper. We just thought we’d let you know
our “bias”, and this is coming from a *“real lesbian”’

"and a “political lesbian™,
The negative meaning “'political lesbian™ has taken

“on partially comes from the fear that the Political.

gAY PosITION

Lesbian will have a “lesbian experience’ and then

return to “her man™ (straight culture values) — that
there is no emotional/political commitment from the
Political Lesbian to other women. This attitude

‘assumes that the women who is labeled “Political .

Lesbian™ has no strength to-choose her life style.
Secondly, it implies that she would prefer to relate to
a man. This definition makes her a sub-person.
Believing in the definitions of Gay /Straight, Political
Lesbian/Real Lesbian, Butch/Femmeas absolutes of

behavior implies that you must conform to the limits .

of the category you're assigned. to.
(internalizing} you are a category (straight, leshian,
etc.) makes you inable to communicate with the
category you are supposedly opposite of. When you
are categorized, you may begin to believe in society’s
myths concerming your category as well as not
examining the realities of your iife style,

Straight women fear Lesbians because they cannot
and/or will not (if they can) conceive of themselves

as Lesbians. Lesbian exists as a thing —— not person

(sister), Games are played, myths played on (subtle
flirtation} directed at gay women). Meanwhile,
lesbians are afraid of opening up (honesty); you
might be rejected and as often happens, your love for
women will not really be accepted as positive. “Yeah,
it’s all right to be gay, but P'm not so I don’t really
want to hear it.”” Gay women say — atright, I don’t
want to put up with that shit (from straight women)
" — all communication ends there.

We think in levels. Whose revolulionary thought is
more advanced than whose Lesbianism /s the
revolution, Is it? It is one way of getting away from

_ having to defend your right to live as an independent

.. woman. Lesbianism is one of the ways to live as an

independent woman. To love other women is a
. beginning of loving yourself. But party lines we don’t
need (witness SWP-YSA) —— party lines deny
self-determination. Everywoman must come to terms
with her life ——how she will live. We all must
‘recognize our gayness. But using the line
“Everywoman Must Be Gay" forces a responce which

_ must happen naturally. This party-lineism creates

only tension and hostility,
We are often afraid to say what we feel; we may
be rejected as not vanguard enough. Or laughed at for

feelings we have been conditioned to feel are invalid, .

We are afraid to be exposed as false, stupid or not
politically correct. To be politically correct implies
standards, involved norms, and demands certain
behavior. We must be careful in our structures — too
much of these systems are negative carry-overs from
-straight seciety.

The one demand we must make of everywoman

(including us) is that each woman have a firm’

commitment to each other woman. The first
commitment is trust, support, communication, and
understanding will come out of trust,

A Femininst Revolution will be a reality when
heterosexuality and homosexuality lose their
‘meanings and we are no longer channeled or
manipulated by these definitions. — when we are free
to love who we choose regardless of sex,

Jane & Mikki

s -""I-'H’v.wy__\, L . L. s

Come Out! provides speakers of the topic of Gay
Liberation to any group that requests them. Many
speakers on our staff as well as other people in the
Movement are available for speaking engagements,
Since we don't have the bread we would appreciate’

going will not be turned down. Come Out! is
probably the poorest Liberation newspaper around.
tal,Come Qut! Box 233, Times Sq. Sta., New York,
NY 10036.

Believing-

travel expenses. A contribution to keep this paper
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WOMANLOVER

At night your arms as cool
As wineskins in a running stream
Restore my soul.

By day I walk the valley
That consumes your gifts,
Valley devoid of the shadow
Of a rock, or tree.

Unlike one bound in chains,
Spreadeagled 10 the sky,

I entered

The sisterhood of flame,

To break the pinions of my mind:
To free you with the energy

Your hands pour into me
Throughout the night,

The energy that swells my lips, desire’
to press my swollen hands

to women, everywhere;

To share the fire

That melts my knees.

Then let these

Solid bones be burn:,

And burn these blistered feet;

Burn all buy the bird

Inside me, and let free

The fire of legead, torn from the sun
The fire men stole from me.

e Shlty

I17TH STREET" |

whai else.
bur a genius of sexuality claims me:

fintellectual night of your own making, love

on a matiress springs failures to life,

{afrerwards you applaud my mourh at thedoor)

you astound me being
in London & away
from me
so fa,

{& I so plain
can't fondie

your extremities.

Leslie Woliff

4 wer November night.
Smeared on the street, I see
Leaves from a maple tree,

Like newspaper strips in paste
Waiting to be a mask.

Talloween is past, November mist,
ind what face will I wegr

This vear, what Christmas mask ?
Vhere will [ sleep on Christmas night?

Marthe, ')‘halte7 gl

Q

E’-f ‘
A woman enters my life .
Quietly, m
Like walking through a door, 5 v}
No fanfare, o
Or heartthrob: Q. -
She just walks in g :
And is. . .
I'm stunned

By the simplicity.

~— Heather

Vol 2, # & £1.23

Tohluﬂn. ‘Wlletwer" "*ou'AreH"

High school meant boy-channg
~And lonely nights we. spent: tqgether

Longing for recogmtnon -

‘ - Smoking pot

Tripping '
Your face would ﬂoat in front of me

" Your body.~

And the walls would close in.
Lesbian = typhoid fever

Never

Boys come first — [ went steady E
Saw you in school

Talked on the phune never klssed you
Fucked- every night ~ -

" Faked every night and

Thought of you, never touched you

" . Boys come first.

Now every once in a while I dream about you -
Wake up wishing you were there; '
How's married life treating you? -

Better than having parents, 1. hope

I dreamt I saw you and

You were so cold you started'shwermg.

“She knows I'm gay" 1l thought and

You rubbed it in.’

But weren’t we closer, more honest, kinder

Less clinging, more giving, softer, more. forgzvmg
Didn’t you know me better -

Than he ever did?

- And didn't I need yod rnore"

Wouldn’t have thought so then,
But I know so now:

When the boys come ﬁrst

The girls come last .

I keep hoping I'll run mto you
Or you'll write

In my last dream you lived in D. C.
I tried to kiss you hello-and you

. Backed away.

You were so tali [ had to crane my

Neck to see your face. :

“Still seeing Bill?" I asked. .

“Yes™ you said with a sneer

“He's a beautiful guy.”

These dreams are for shit.

Why does the past keep pOpping up on me?
It's shaping my present

| cannot forget a fnend

—Cara -

ESTRANGEMENT

Why is it when one wants
most to touch . . .
One turns away?

Is there some perverse
desire to hurry
toward disaster?

Is there no way

1o speak forthrightiy-—- -
Damned the Guns . . . Full Speed Ahead!?

I see our ship will founder

on that reef . .

but stand here,

hand paralyzed on the tiller . . .
sails full rigged. .

and make no move to save us.

Can speaking . . .
be more damaging than silence?

Can reaching out . . be filled

- with more terror,
't_han sitting on my hands?

How does one recapture
‘that awareness .
-that needed so few words 0

- “There must be some flaw in me

that demands rejection.

+.For as:surely as I turn away

my head . .. ... ‘
to avoid those things I'd
hoped never tosee. ... ...

"I bring disaster down upon us.

If I could feet even a spark

_of response . .,
- -an.awareness of even a momentary

openness . . .| .,

Then perhaps 1 could say .

“Bewithme . ... don’t muddy what

we’ve had in thls tawdry way .
there must be some flaw in me
which cannot fill your needs .
but let me try.” . . . but pnde
and prudity seal. my lips . .

10 share vou with others

paralyzes my desire . . . ., .. '

_ 'l "It take my pricks first hand .

.or NOT AT ALL.

" FRIENDS CRY HAVOC ALL ABOUT US

BUT [ MAKE NO MOVE

- Tonly cry inside where none can see,

for my mind whispers incessantly . .
THEY ALL KNEW BEFORE ME

— “bara
1960
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