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We all grew up obscene. Obscenity is in the mind ot
the beholder. | grew up in an obscene society when the
old world of the 1950’s was meeting the new world of
the 1960’s. I don’t really remember the 1950’s. My
father died in 1958 when ] was eleven. I don’t remember
Eisenhower. All | remember of the 1950 was at the end
of it my father died. But then where [ grew up there was
no time, except possibly after the War, either World War
1| or the Cival War, most probably the Cival War. But I
grew up in an obscene society in which it was considered
normal that blacks sat 1n the back of the bus and no one
was homosexual,at‘no one I knew because the people 1
knew were too good o be that way. [ was first made
aware of homosexuality when I was twelve ald one of
my classmates called me a queer. I thought that meant
anyone Who had been ostracized from society and since
I already thought my society was worth used toilet
paper, | readily agreed that I was a queer. I didn’t come
out until I was. Sikteen. The man who brought me out
told me that homosexuahty was like magic and most
people were afraid of magic because they couldn’t
understand any other forces in their lives except hatred.

The first time I saw the Beatles was in 1963 or 1964.
| was watching television at the homes of some
- “friends”. We had just had a discussion about
“integration”. It had been suggested by the son of one
of the mbbis in our town that as Southern Jews the best
way we could help the *Negro™ was being kinder to qur

“Schvartzas” (maids). Then when it was tme for Ed

- Sullivan, the high point of Sunday night, some one

turned on the box and [ saw the Beatles for the first
time. One of the boys present, who was in the Air Force
and was dating a girl from a good Jewish family, saw
them and said they locked like the queers on Market
Street in San Francisco. 1 decided to go to San Francisco
as soon as [ could. I had to go through one more year of
obscenity at the University of Georgia before I could

. split. The high point of that year was discovering that

liberals didn’t like *“‘queers™ any more than rednecks. I
also discovered that if you told people exactly what. they
wanted to know, they thought you were alright. [ rated
high enough in my dormitory masculinity tests by
calling woman “cunts™. I played sadistic tricks on the
few people I allowed myself to get close to. I got drunk
with my best friend so'that we could kiss each other and
blame it on bemg too drunk to know what we were
doing. |

[ did not begin .to grow up until 1 left I lived in
downtown Los Angeles for a while and made $1.40 an
hour working for a department store. The job lasted for
about five weeks when I was laid off for lack of business.
I had to hustle to make money. The men who picked me
up used 40 lecture me on the degradation of hustling,
They paid me anyway. They asked me how could 1 sell
my body; I asked them how they could try to buy my
youth. I hated them and I knew they got the best of the

Yoz

bargain. But I felt and have always felt that I was a
fugitive from an obscene society and fugitives must
make a way, however they can.

When I came to New York, I started working in
advertising. 1 still called women cunts so that the other
“men” I worked around would think I liked women. I
discovered what real male prostitution was— working for
something you hated to keep going in  society that used
you and then spit you out when you were no longer
useful to it. I got fired a lot. “Gee, you're a sweet guy
and we think you’re really creative but right now we
can’t use your type”...in other words, go home and be a
starving artist.

I am still growing up, the obscenity still continues. A

. gallery owner in the Village told me last weekend that he

couldn’t sell my work ; it was too depressing. [ would
have to do more positive happy things for the “public”. -
Work that didn’t deal with real things-who wants to have
Viet Nam mn their living room? I told him I'd rather go
back to working in advertising first or maybe go back to
hustling. Montovani music was playing in the back room

~ of his shop. He was very pleasant. He told me he

couldn’t afford for his shop to become a museum. Why -
should it, when he was already?

When I try to sell ‘Come Qut® on the streets, alot of
people walk past me, titter, and tell me “I've come out a
long time ago!”.then they walk on. I'm sure this is not-
the last obscenity I wdl encounter in my life.

COVIMIES FREAK QUT PINKO QUEERS o

Un Wednesday, October 14, eight GLF’ers-(four

women and four men) went to the Federal Courthouse

to demonstrate in support of Angela Davis, a sister who

was being arraigned inside. When they arrived, two

picket lines had already been formed — one under the

banner of the Communist Party, and one cons:stmg of
. Third Wosld people.

Since the GLFers were white, they could not march
under the Third World banners; nor-did they wish to
march under the Communist Party banner. One of them,
Deni, went home and made a banner out of a sheet and
shoe polish. It read, “Gay Liberation Front Women."”

"The GLFers took the banner and then tried to join the

line headed by the Communist Party.
A CP. representative informed them that they

couldn’t march with that banner. When asked why, he .

said it wasn't relevant. Deni said it was women
supporting a woman, and hadn’t the C.P, ever heard of
women'’s liberation. The C.P. representative told her that
it wasn't relevant to the working class; and Ronnie,

_another gay. sxster pomted ‘out that gay people were

definitely a part of the: workmg class. . |
The -CP. . representatwe ‘then - fell - b ck on the
capitalist principle 'of ownership and said that it was the

- "Party’s picket line,’ and’ ‘that. GLF members.could march
- under "the CP. banner; but: couldn’t l:nmg the GLF .-

banner onto the line. Then some straight sisters came
over from the line and said, “Are you here to support
Angela Davis?” The GLF'ers shouted, “Yes, Right On!”
And the sisters rephed “Come. on the line and open
your banner.”

The Communist- Party members then physically
blocked the gay people, or tried to, repeating, “You
can’t get on thé line with that banner.” And.the GLF’ers
asked, “If we get on and open it, what are you going to
do? Call rhe pigs?” The Communists replied, “Yes, if we
have to.’

The Communists then started . yellmg, “Gay red-
-baiting,” and the gay brothers shouted, “Gay-baiting,”
Soon the crowd picked .up the chant, “Gay-baiting,

gay-baiting.”

Ronnie said, “We know that you're the only group on
the left that doesn't recognize gay liberation.” The C.P.
representative sneered, “We're the only group on the left
that has any sense.” He then said that he would have to
go and speak to someone for permission for the gays to
carry their banner, but our brothers and sisters said that -

_they weren’t waiting for anyone’s permission, and with

the support of everyone else on the line, they opened up
their banner.

The Communists made a final attempt to control the
demonstration — they ran Off and got a huge banner
reading “Communist Party — U.S.A.” and marched right -
in front of the gays, blocking off the gay banner
whenever photographers appeared.

The march went on for two hours. When the chant of .

_ “Biack, black power to the black, black people” was.

raised, the GLFers inserted *“Gay power’ after “Woman
power” and the YAWF and other groups picked it up.

The Communist Party freaked out every time.



In any specific action - there are people with varying
rades of political belief. They are held together for the

ioment by whatever urgency each feels {(as an’

idividual) that the action warrants. Hence, what is
cking in most actions is a sense of community or of
ymmitment beyond the immediate instance. While it is
ue that the primary reason for entering an action {or
» use the rhetoric, “putting your body on the line”) is
creasingly becoming a personal one {whether it be
inther, Women's Lib, Gay Lib, etc.)the base upon
hich any action rests must be revolution — a
ynmitment to a total revolutionary ideal, a new
ay.This kind of commitment would bring about this
uch needed sense of community — knowing that
hatever the action, those with you are of the same
rad, that the enemy is common to all, whether in the
lise of imperiatism, racism, or sexisin.

Gay Student Liberation of NYU, along with members
* NYU Liberation Front and people from the Gay
ymmunity, attempted an action at Weinstein Subcellar.
ot against this particular concrete steél and glass
ructure, but against the entire oppressive structure of
YU. Part of the reason we succeeded and part of the
ason we failed is closely tied into ideas of revolution
id community. The Gay person in this society, thanks
law, religion, medieval morality, etc. has been isolated
id set apart from other people. To one so alienated,
:ommunity” can be a frightening thing, No Gay is
ally programmed to trust. On the other hand, the
-aigﬁt student, radical and revolutionary as she or he
ight be, still has a way to go in dealing with the

" on University Place,

with segments™ of the population neither couid
understand (and here 1'm speaking not only of the street
transvestites, but of the attitudes of certain Black
students who insisted that the University remove these
moral decadents). Our isolation from each other and our
fear of each other worked against us. The inability to
convince the great majority of the students at Weinstein

to support us {let alone help us) was demoralizing and

while standing against the form, with the pigs in a row
| realized the fufl extent of our
defeat. We had failed to make those students avercome
conditioning, fear, and superstitution. We had failed to
make them see that our struggle is their struggle. And

twofold issue of oppression: “How am | oppressed?”,
“How do | oppress others?”” There is, of course, the
element of uncertainty here — it's not 100 likely that a
middle class white will wake.'up one morning and
discover her/himself Black or Puerto Rican or in a
Jordanian refugee camp. The same assurances are not
possible with regard to homosexuality. And in as much
as we are all products, to a certain extent, of our
conditioning, this can be menacing as heil. So in an
effort to build community we are faced with these two
hard facts. Gays fear people {and rightly so), and
non-Gays fear Gays. |'ve never heard of a working unit
constructed of parts fearing each other,

As individuals we seem to have identified the enemy.
We have yet to locate our allies. We sat in the subcellar
of Weinstein in closed little pockets. Gays were told not
to over-react when they confronted a straight with his
sexist remark. Straights and Gays alike were confronted

“Fllatanee GLY

What is Gay Liberation? It is me telling the truth, itis
2 telling you the truth NOW: homosexuality is the
APACITY to love someone of the same sex. Forget all
e crap about “causes” {no one knows and we don't
re}, ‘cures’” ({there arent any, thank god), and
roblems.” The only problem is society’s anti-
imosexual propaganda and the oppression it has
oduced. The aim of the Gay Liberation Movement is
fight oppression of homosexuals and all the other
nority greups. We will do so by whatever productive
:ans which exist or can be devised.

These are ramiliar soundiny words to most of you,
hey parallel’ comments which your communitigs have
2en exposed to for some time now. But there are those
y whom these words would be a great shock. They can
ren strike at the very foundation of an entire uptight
Inmunity.

The above statement marked a breakthrough in the
ay l.iberation Movement because it was read not in
ew York, or Los Angeles or Chicago, but in
allahassee,
niversity. Gay Liberation Fronts have been spreading
rrass the Northeast, West and Midwest. Now the
ovement has made an inroad in the Deep South....ong
hich we hope will lead the way for expansion into our
tighboring universities: the Universities of Florida,
eorgia, Miami, Alabama, Emory University, Jackson-
lle University, etc.

The reactions to GLF's appearance in Tallahassee
‘e been quick and sharp. On May 5, the Front was
ognized by the Student Senate, yet was still banned.
m using campus facilities by the administration. Ads
lan to appear in the FSU paper “The Flambeau.”
touncing the formation of GLF and activities it was
iponsor. . 4

Florida on the campus of Florida State -

‘The undersugned emplovees of Florida State
University are alarmed and dismayed by the appearance
in the current issue of the FSU student newspaper an
advertisement entitled 'Gay Liberation ts Hare.” This.
advertisement boldly proclaims homosexuality as a way
of life that shouid receive total acceptance and asserts
that homosexuals are wonderful people who are a part
of a great movement gerving the best interests of
mankind.” (RIGHT ON!/]'_

i ,
The above text appgared in a letter 10 the Flambeau
editor soon afferwards. It went on to say that GLF was
“'dangerous to the welfare of ali citizens...The strongest

authorized action should be taken against all persons- -

who played a part in the publication (of the ad).”

We had now had a taste of the university’s reaction. It
was expected, of course, but still a burner. Even the.
GLF was surprised, though, when circulars appeared on
campus which stated ‘Realizing .that any .denial of
sexual self-determination is an infringement of basic

human rights. Tallahassee Women's Liberation and the
Malcoim X Wnited Liberation Front extend their full
support to Tallahassee Gay Liberation Front.” .

There -wa$ no stopping us now. The campus was
covered with GLF ‘posters stating our philosophy ‘and
purpose. Meetings grew from 7 peopie two months ago
tor ‘50 people two weeks ago. We were offered spots on
the campus radio as well as the underground riewspaper
HAmazing Grace.”

major newspaper in the state: "END ‘GAY FRONT’
FSU CHIEF URGED"...."State Representative John W.
Jordan Wednesday urged . Florida. State University
President Stanley Marshall to take action against a new
campus group called the Gay Liberation Front. The West
Paim Beach Reoublican commended Marshall for
denying the group use of university facilities but sabd he
should take. quick -administrative action against it.”

" News about us filtered down through.
! the state...until, on June 4, it hit the front page of every -

the reason is siffple enough. We were Gay and Gay is
alien, strange and sick — just ask your parents.

But victory or defeat in this situation deserves a
different interpretation. Homosexuals are not supposed
to be out in the street demanding anything. We are
supposed to fear visibility and content ourselves with the
benign neglect of the alithorities. And whether it's
twenty or two hundred Gays in the street, openly
proclaiming their hornosexuality, openly defying stereo-
types, this is victory. This is homosexuals banding
together, recognizing a community, belng seen and heard
and proud.

The occupation, which lasted for seven days, and was
abruptly ended by NYU’s new policy of TPF first,
nothing later, was only a beginning. The entire issue of
NYU-and community has far-reaching possibilities. Gays
need not stand alone on this. The System, represented so
beautifully by Hester and his crew, oppresses without
regard to race, creed or sex. Qur problem is not in
defining and seeing the enemy — it's in building a
revolutionary community — where no part of that
community need ever be questioned on the validity of
their struggle. We must raise our consciousness to the
point where white middle class straight revolutionaries
refrain from building heirarchies of oppression — sitting
in judgment about who is more oppressed than who.
Sexism is a vicious condition and uniike the other
“isms"* of oppression, the oppressed too often becomes
the oppressor. All revolutionaries stand outside the
System — are an affront to this Society. The sooner we
learn that we are al} Gay, the sooner the battle can really
begin.

Jordan’s statements were lauded by many of the local
rednecks — but there wera those who saw the move for
what it was, irresponsible politicking at the expense of
. the university, -

“After reading the articles carried by most of the
«State newspapers quoting representative Jordan, urging
you to take a stand against recognition of the Gay
Liberation Front, | felt compelled...to express my views
on student government. We in Student Gavernment feel
very strongly about academic freedom, and about the
nght of members of the university community to
express their views..This has been essential to our
American form of demaocracy, and those rights cannot,
and should not, be infringed upon.”

These statements were included in communications
directed at President Marshall and presented to both him
and Rep. Jordan. An offer was also made to both men
by the Student Government to arrange meetings with

GLF members. Neither man aceepted the gracious
invitation,

Tallahassee is a freaky scene. “The Killing of Sister
George™ never played here. It's next to impossible to get
a copy of even the L.A. Free Press. There are no Gay
bars (some of us have never even seen one). Yet, a lot of
very together kids have managed to pull off something
which has drawn the attention of the whole state. From

- this uptight little Southern town, 20 miles from the

Georgia- border, has come the impetus which we hope
will soon see the spread of the Gay Lib Movement into,
the larger areas, most notably Atlanta and Miami.

We have awakened to the truth. We have ended that
guiest for a false security which has prevented us from
afacing the real issues, NOW is a new thing. Where once
there was frustration, cynicism and oppressor-sucking,
NOW there is the power of being what we are with joy,

with. optimism, and, with respect.



Gay
YouTtH

Gay Youth is a new group consisting of both male and

female gays under the age of twenty-one. Our aim is

both political and social (with an accent on social). We
wish to bring together young Gay people who have so

- far been out of touch with the gay community and gay -

life in general, as well as all young gays.

Qur recruiting policy will be executed within the gﬁy :

community, in the press, in the high schools and
wherever young people congegrate. In conjunction with
this policy, for purposes of education, we will speak at
any gathering to-which we are invited. :

Qur meetings are held every Sunday night at 7:00
P.M. at Alternate University, 530 6th Avenue, New York
City. Phone: 982-9874, :

An important part of our pgeneral meetings is a
consciousness-raising session, in which we discuss our life
styles and views on gay life. (Our first session, for
example, dealt with our problems in handling our
parents, and the question of how frank we ought to be
with them.)

Most important of all, our group gives a chance for

young gay people to make gay friends their own age, and
to meet people in similar situations.

Our first achievements were our dances, held for the
entire gay commmunity. We now plan a national Gay
Youth newspaper to keep the different chapters of Gay
Youth in touch with one another. Chapters of Gay
Youth are being formed in: ‘

Detroit — contact Tony Russomanno thru GLF
Detroit

Phitadelphia — contact Basil O’Brien thru GLF
Philadelphia :

Tampa — contact Danny Weeks thru GLF Tampa

Ann Arbor — contact Tonly Russomanno thre GLF
Detroit *

If your city is not on this list and you would like
more information on GY or would like to start aGY in
your city, call (212) 982-9874, or write:

GAY YOUTH

c/o Alternate U,
530 Sixth Avenue .
New York, N.Y. 1001 1
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STREEY TRANSVESTITE ACTION REVOLUTIONARIES

Reo
BurrterrLy

The Red Butterfly recognizes that the United States i
fit for many purposes, but it is not fit to live in. :

-The Red Butterfly is part of the Gay Liberation

movement. We are an organization of men and women
working towards an end to oppression of homosexuals.

We Stand opposed to imperialism, capitalism, racism,
sexism — We advocate a free and democratic socialist
society striving for communism,

The Red Butterfly supports the peoples of Southeast
Asia, Africa, Latin America — all oppressed people
everywhere in their battles against imperialism and for
socialism. '

We support the Black Panthers, Women’s Liberation, the
liberation movements of Chicanos, Latins, and native
Americans, and all oppressed peoples.

We stand prepared to work for and with everyone
fighting oppression — everyone engaged in the struggle.

We insist upon an end to the oppression of homosexuals.
We demand to be treated as equals, as indeed we ARE
equal.

The Red Butterfly is also engaged in research and writing
projects. We welcome your interest and participation,
For further information., pamphlets, etc. write:

The Red Butterfly

Box 3445 -
Grand Central Station

New York, N.Y. 10017

We are setting up chapters across the country; if vou
would like to join or start a chapter in your area, write
to us for further information,
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NEW MEN’S CAUCUS IN NYGLF

After much discussion and debate, thirty-nine male
members of GLF New York formed a new men’s caucus.
Fach man in the caucus belongs to one of five men’s
consciousness-raising groups, and each group will be
represented at general Sunday night meetings by one of
its members, who will speak for the other men of his
group.

At the November 22 Sunday night meeting, one of
the five representatives read the following statement:

There will be no more Wednesday night men’s

‘meetings. It has been the consensus of the last three

men's meetings that the basis of men’s politics in GLF
should evolve from the men getting together in
consciousness-Faising groups to understand our common
oppression as Gay men and to determine how best to
deal with ir.

Therefore, we have established a men’s caucus made

up of representatives from consciousness-raising groups, -

with each group sending one representative to express
the consensus of his group. We suggest that any men not
now in a consciousness-raising group attend the
orientation meeting on Wednesday at 8:00 P.M. at 336
W. 95th Street, Apt. 23. '

Men in the caucus feel that a tight}er structure based
on consciousness-raising groups will alter the balance

- of power in GLF so that it will become more difficult

for the men of GLF to dominate the women and
transvestites. From its early beginnings, GLF has been

plagued by the mere presence of so many males,

especially at Sunday meetings. The caucus, by reducing
the number of men who may actively participate in
general meetings, should serve to equalize the different
constituencies in GLF.

Another chronic GLF problem is ego-tripping by
individuals whe have a tendency to monopolize general
meetings, often in a very disruptive manner. Most of our
NYGLF superstars are men. The caucus, by confronting
these men and by allowing the group representatives
only a short term of office, should be helpful in
eliminating this  ocounter-revolutionary form of
individualism.

In its attempts at the solution of some of these more
obvious practical difficulties of GLF, the new men’s
caucus can also bring about something much more
important and much more beautiful; namely,
brotherhood.

Many GLF men believe that we can, through
consciousness-raising, grow closer to one another in a
new shared understanding of our common oppression as
Gay people. By opening ourselves up, letting it all hang
out, bleeding inside each other’s wounds, by laughing
and crying and talking and fucking, we of the men’s
caucus will GROW into a united front actively working
toward the liberation of all oppressed peoples:

WHAT TO DO ABOUT NYU

For those interested in furthering the struggle for the
NYU Gay Community demands presented during the
height of the Weinstein battle last Septe mber, the issue is
dormant but far from dead. Gay Lib has been subverting
the NYU Liberation Front (the major campus activist
organization} ever since their consciousness deficiency
proved them incapable of effectively backing us at
Weinstein. So far we’ve assisted in bringing out a few
members. incited the women into operating
autonomously from the men until they get it together
about their male chauvinism, and started men’s meetings
to help the men find an identity that is more than “
straight, white, male oppressor.” NYULF meetings are
every Tuesday night at 8:00 P.M.

GSL  has been getting together in political
consciousnessraising groups in order to study the Gay
students’ special situation, and they have been following
that up with bi-weekly meetings to decide how best to
deal with the conclusions reached in the different
groups. If interested, you can ask for Tom Mohan at the

" “Brittany,” 55 E. 10th Street, Apt. 1108, (173-2583).

Also, two short announcements:

1. On Sunday, December 6, at 1:00 P.M. there will be
a meeting at the above address to decide on the
curriculum for Gay Studies which Hester has shown
some interest .in oo-opting for the good name of
“academic impartiality.” Following this at 3:00 P.M., we
will hold our regular NYU Gay Community meeting.

2. Some Gay people may be interested in a Monday,
December 7, action against Union Carbide ai the
Washington Square campus. This deimonstration will
offer positive alternatives to imperialist corporate
recruiters. If interested, attend the regular NYULF
meetings or stop by Bob and Ken’s at 180 Avenue B,
Apt. 4R.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COME OUT

Gay Night at Alternate University marches onl!
Alternate University is at 69 W. 14th Street on the
northeast corner of 14th and Sixth Ave. Gay Night is
our night to use and structure as we want, to relate
ourselves to the whole thing of being gay. We will have
every Friday night from 6 o’clock until about 11:30
untit the present Fall term ends. The last official Gay
Night will be Friday Dec. 13, but it may be possible to
have between-term Gay Nights for three weeks after that
and then it will be up to us and AU to continue.
Monetarily speaking, Gay Night is totally free!!

COME OUT! finally has a new post office box. If
your service from us has been difficult, please bear with
us and remember we are living in haljd times. We've had

CovimuniTy

CenNnTER

“Paranoia is a state of heightened awareness. Most
people are persecuted beyond their wildest delusions.
Those who feel at ease are blind, Depression is the result
of intolerable alienation and deprivation. Violent anger
is a healthy reaction to oppression, Drug abuse is taught
to children by their alcoholic, nicotinic, aspirinic,
caffeinic elders. Schizophrenia is an experience saner
than normality — in this mad world, . . . Power to the
people!”’ :

from RADICAL PSYCHIATRY-MANIFESTO
by claude steiner

as quoted in The Radical Therapist

Vol. 1&2

FREE MEDICAL CLINIC

St. Mark’s Clinic

44 St Mark’s Place

Mon.-Fri.,, 6PM. — 10 P.M. Evenings call: 533 -9500
Blood tests, treatment of social and other
diseases, alsv emergency care after gay demon-
strations,
Ancnymit; guaranteed.

FREE DENTAL CLINIC
TG St. Mark’s Place

{The Green Door at Street Level)

Non., Weds., Thurs,, 6 PM. - 10 P M,

VC)/ /, il.{‘—'?’) fﬁg/( G

DEAR SISTERS AND BROTHERS,

For over a year gay women and men have been
working towards getting a gay community center; free
space where gay peoplé could come together in a human
atmosphere. Having previously been forced to meet each
other only on the streets or in exploitative Mafia bars
has cotored all our relationships. We need a place where
we can meet each other as people, not as sex objects. A

“place to dance in. A place to hold classes in things we’ll

need to survive and grow: Karate, theatre, crafts,
discussion groups, history of gay oppression. We need a
place to provide services for the gay community: legal,
medical, housing, jobs, a gay switchhoard. A free food
program, day care for children. We need to have space in
which to $tart to understand the thirigs which keep us
apart: sexism, racism, loneliness, fear. We need to
discover what we can become as fully actualized gay
people: We’ve never had a place to try it before.

BUT THE POSSIBILITY IS HERE!! We've found a
large loft in the heart of the Gay ghetio, the West
Village. We need money now to help make our dreams
come true.~Your help will be fantastically appreciated!
The future begins in the present.

-+ Please make checks and money orders payable to:
: Gay Commmnity Center -
P.O. Box 40 -
Village Station
New York, N.Y. 10014

{Also in the next few weeks we’ll he needing

donations of paint, furniture, tools and WORKERS!!)

CANNOUNCEMENTS

about three changes of address in the past tew months
but finally the U.S. Males have allowed us to have a box
of our own, It is Box 233, Times Square Station, 340
West 42nd Street, New York N.Y. 10036. Please send al!
contributions, letters, subscription info, kevetches and
gripes to COME OUT! at that address.

At this point there is some difference as to who and
what is GLF and who and what is COME OUT!
COMEQUT! is, as our cover has said for the past several
issues, a liberation forum for the gay community, The
radical gay community. It is published by a growing,
open collective of gay women and men, and we hope it
represents the growth of the gay liberation movement
wich is no longer exclu‘sively represented by the name

-~

GLF. COME QUT! originated as an avtonomous cell of

GLF and some members of the collective will continue
to relate to the Gay Liberation Front, so that we are not
completely breaking our ties with GLF but are opening
ourselves to the whole gay liberation movement in New
York and, we hope, throughout the country. COME-
OUT! desparately needs people to work on the work
collective, to submit articles, to relate to the whole job
of putting out a paper with the highest consciousness we
can possibly have. We also DESPARATELY need a
PLACE OF OUR OWN in which to meet reguiarly. If you
nave a good-sized empty room, a basement, a part of a
store OF any meeting place, please call 581-2639 and let
us know. Any information about COME OUT! can be
gotten by calling the 95th Street Men’s Collective at
864-6487 or Perry Brass at 581-2639. So please come
and help us get a paper out.

Our most sincere apology to Steve Rose, a very fine
photograbher, who was kind enough to allow us the use
of pictures in the last issue of COME QOUT! {pp. 3,4,5)

and whom we editorialized without giving him a chance’.

to be confronted. The collective felt his pictures were
male chauvinistic because of an exclusion of women in
them. Women did significantly take part in both the
42nd Street March on August 29th and the action in the
Village that took place afterwards. For several reasons
(some of thempurely design and graphic} Steve did not
submit photos with women to us, and we were simply

not together enough to confront him on this. Then. we
put an editorial comment in the paper without giving

him a chance to speak. We apologize deeply for doing

this and hope that we have raised consciousness on many

levels (our own certainly, too) about this. The first level

being that COME QUT! is a forum and we must not

exclude a male photographer from this forum; the

second is that women must not be excluded from the

experience of our politics any more than we will allow .
any homosexuals of either sex to be, We hope that this

was another incidence of our growing as a collective and

in grow!'ng there will always be some mistakes made.

130 W 3rd Street



five notes on collect1ve living

This article was written by the GLF Men’s Collective to
present our ideas about living together.

|

Experiments with collectives have been very much a
part of the Gay Liberation Front in the past year and
with good reason. Any group which calls itself radical
and revolutionary must concern itself with providing an
alternative way for people to live and work together
than the competitive,
heterosexual,” capitalist society offers us. The chief
“virtue" in our_society is individualism through which a
person continually perceives what is to his or her own
advantage at the expense of others and fights for the
money and power to attain it. It is the institutionalized
individualism in - ocur society which leads to the
oppression of every powerless group: homosexuals,
women, third world people.etc. A functional alternative
to individualism is collectivism.

A Coliective is a group of people who organize
around a'common purpose and agree to function

collectively in order to attain it. Collective functioning

involves the idea that within the group there are no
leaders and all strive to participate as equals, Every idea
and feeling that arises in the group is brought forth and
shared. No decisions are made until the whole group has
talked the matter out long enough until there is an
agreement reached among everyone as to what to do.
Criticism is an essential part of a collective. it is the
responsibility of the group to continually evaluate how
it is functioning. Criticism of the group or individuals
within that group is never allowed to go on in private
but is always brought forth in the presence of everyone,
The responsibility of an individual in a collective is to
continually strive to see what is to the advantage of the
group (which includes herself or himself}. *
collective lives together it becomes a much greater
challenge because it enters into every area of life.

.

Our collective has been functioning dynamically for

the last three and a half months, and often | ask myself’

fwhat internal or external bond holds us together. To me

the answer is obvious that it's because of consciousness--

raising, which is the process of evolving a politics by
talking about our oppression as gay men in this sexist,
male chauvinist society, and through my entrance into
Femimes Against Sexism. This 1s a consciousness-raising
as weil as an action group designed to deal with the
oppression of femme males as well as with the hypocrisy
of the “'straight”homosexual man; his need to come off
as straight in order to feel less pressured in this sexist
society, but thereby suppressing the femme side of his
personality. In my nine months in GLF | always noticed
that the women were more together than the men. By
“together”’

solidarity with their sisters.

The men who make up the 95th Street collective are
mostly femme males. | feel that by virtue of being
femme males we'bave the ability to love ane another and
have stronger emotional bonds than the ‘‘straight”
homosexuals. When ideas are in conflict in the collective
we do not compete to see whaose idea is best, but we
collectively search for a solution that meets all of our
needs, When a member of the collective is hurt, we are
sensitive to the other’s personal pain. There is no need to
hide our pain as so many men do in order 1o uphald the
masculine image which our society forces on males. We
express pain as well as the love and the anger wheih run
rampant in us.

As long as we let the femime in us come through, our
collective will continue functioning as a whole, not as
one “man’ competing against another. | feel our
collective has much to offer as an example to men who

are still handicapped by a masculine image that is slowly
dying, and which women and femme men feel is

oppressive to us.
.

My entrance into the GLF men’s living collective was’

the direct result of five months of consciousness-raising.
Through this group experience with my gay brothers, |
learned to identify with and trust other gay men. This
eased the pain { had felt as an isolated, lonely, “sick"”
man. Simultaneously, | developed a furious anger agaunst
this sexist society which was so oppressive to me as a gay’
male and as a gay male and as a femme. Thus | became
increasingly active in gay liberation.
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role-oriented model which.

~when a

I mean there was less fighting Wwith one:
another, and the women did not have the need to'
compete as the men did, =therefore feeling more

Collective living ‘was the natural next step. A living
collective provided the maximum politicaltly productive
use of my energies, but even more important was the

opprotunity it provided for an ajternative life style. We

strive to create an environment where we are equal,
where no one is oppressed. We give each the love and
support we need to accept criticism and change. Each of
us have grown and flowered at an amazing rate since
entering the collective. | have particularly come out in

this environment, expressing ever more freely my
feelings and ideas. | have gained immensely in strength

and confidence, recognizing always that our strength is
in the collective, nat the individual, and that our struggle
as gay revolutionaries is to smash sexism.

v,

People who wish to form a communal collective
should keep in mind that a full commitment to
collective Jiving is a must from the start, At the same
time, people must be very patient with themselves and
each other. We are all encumbered with all kinds of
irrational habits and petty hang-ups. Some of us are shy
about sex or nudity or expressing our emotions. Some of
us smoke too much, or have developed little rituals
about sleeping or eating or going to the bathroom.

Only when we feel a collective or personal need to get
rid of thesehabits can;we begin to observe them. And
when we do so, we need to be able to trust our sisters
and brathers to give us the support and love that makes
them unnecessary. For this reason, a collective should
never make rules governing individual behavior unless
everyone is certain they can support this or that rule. If
everyone can support a certain idea, it is probably not
really necessary to make it into some kind of law,

- anyway. What a collective really dicides turns out to be a

plan of action.

If people carry out the plan and it succeeds, all well
and good. If they do not, or if the plan fails, a group
self-criticism is in order to find out why people were
unable to carry out the plan, or why it maybe wasn't
such a good plan in the first place.

P‘-otn L, E"lﬂ B!JO'L

Everything a collective decides is always subject to
change, just as what an individual decides is always
-subject to change. But living in a collective situation, we
must always maintain the respect for our sisters and
brothers that will cause us to change collective decisions
together, and not individualiy.

V.

After observing the collective living situation for two
weeks | decided that no other life style could offer so
much or could be so challenging, rewarding and valuablé,
Beginning the third week as a member of this collective |
have encountered many frustrations and difficulties. But
I am more and more aware of a new strength and
positiveness that comes from the support and under-
standing my collective brothers have offerred.

I realize now how difficult it is to make the change
from an individualistic consciousness to a collective one.
Yet with each obstacle | approach, | find | have not only
my own strength (which would not be enocugh), but the
strength and aid of my four collective brothers, And
when an obstacle has been surmounted, | have a genuine

‘sense of something important gained through the

experience. .

The realization that | have made a commitment to
these brothers, and that they have made the same
commitment to me is something® that makes itseif
apparant in every situation. And that feeling of
commitment each day becomes less burdensome, and
more of a fulfillment and a pleasure, For anything | have
to gave up, {and |'ve given up nothing that was really
essential, at all), | gain something more satisfying and
meaningful,

There are still a great many things | have to struggle

with in making the adaptations necessary n bettering

my life style. But the knowledge that | am not alone in
my struggle makes the problems seem much less

overwhelming. | can’t see that | have anything to lose' in

effecting this change, and hopefully, will be able not
only to gain, but to give mare fully as a person.

R

[E IR,

.

oz Rt o T S T D R e

o e

B L)

Hziens

B

4

5




An open letter to my sisters, in the hope that we will
not have to wait 5,000 more years for liberation:

The women’s movement is being co-opted, exploited,
ripped-off, patronized, seduced and raped. Some of us have
begun to notice the ways in which our movement is being
killed with seeming kindness: others are bewildered at what
seems to be the apparent ingratitude of a few sisters at the
nttentlon paid to us by various male groups. The following
‘consists of my own impressions and analyses; if you agree
‘with me, please send in your thoughts and information c/o
this newspaper.

Subversion from the. Right

| trust that the appointment of two women generals
by the Nation’s Number One Football Fan will convince
few women that our demands are being met. Unfortunately
some sisters are listening to the mealy-mouthed statements
of male politicians, as exemplified in N.O.W.’s recent
"Meet-the-Candidates™ night at Fordham University (a
Roman Catholic institution, dedicated to the maintenance
of the Church, the abolmon of abortion and the perpetua-
tion of women’s sufferinig for the greatér glory of & male
god). Entering the penthouse in a “Lavender Menace”
T-shirt, | came upon a roomfull of weli-dressed men and
women, sipping sangria and eating canapes, Twenty of the
candidates were male and one was female. She was the
candidate of the Liberal Party against Marchi, running on
Staten Island — an obvious sacrifice candidate who admit-
ted she was running because she was bored with life as a
housewife and schootteacher, and couldn’t find anything
better 1o do on Staten Island. ,

A male candidate was walking around with a women’s
liberation button, ! ripped it off his fat lapel after he refer-
red to some women activists as “‘girls.”” Another. male can.
didate, after purchasing a copy of COME OUT from me,
suggested that | get my hair done and go find a nice Jewish
boy. R T
The canapes were about as inspiring as the candidates,

but they did fill an otherwise supperless stomach. -

1 suggested to some women present that working to
elect an all-male slate of candidates might not be the best
road to women'’s Ilberatlon “Yes,” one replied, “but they’re
all we've got right now.”

All? Don’t we have millions of women, hands fant,
minds, teeth, guns, pens, printing presses, cameras, lungs,
eyes and ears? We have all of these organs — but we seem
to lack heart. Every womdn must know intallectually that
no male politician will give her liberation — but very few
people, male or fema'e, ara willing to face the fact that
they must do it themselves, it is easior to defude yourself
by setting up a Hero, a Liberator, and pretending that this
Big Daddy will give you what you naed, But liberation is

-an adult thing, and as such cannot be given to us like a -
Christmas present, We must taka it otirselves, instead of
“letting George do it,”

Or Georgina. Georgina is the Women’s Liberation

~ Media Star. Many of us have watched her ascent into the
heavens with an increasing incidence of uicers and migraine;

. meanwhile, we struggle to get our groups together, working
quietly at the day-care centers, on the mimeo machine, in
consciousness-raising groups,

Generally a coflege-educated, white, well-heeled
woman, 8 woman who knows a great desl about publicity
and publishing but who never has the time for consciousness
raising, she is prone to make apologetic statements to the
male press, prone to waste her time arguing with Hugh
Hefner or Dick Cavett when she could be organizing women,
“l have a wonderfui relationship with my husband,” says

. one, denying her fesbian relationships in Life magazine —
when only a week before, she brought tears to the eyes of
gay women with the stories of her ili-fated lesblan affairs,

Another media star, at the Women's Strike on August
26th, sings a tune of “We want to walk hand in hand with
men.”” “‘Men are not the enemy — we ourselves are the
enemy,” says that same woman who gave gay sisters in the
movement what was then a derogatory name, "“The Lavender
Menace’’; and who, on a Boston TV show, called us “man-
hating harpies’’, Methinks the lady doth protest too much.

If the truth be known, these stars of the white male
media are motivated partly by the desire for fame and for-
tune, and partly by a desperate need for male approval.
They so despise their sisters — and themselves — that they
can’t imagine a woman’s movement so strong it doesn’t have
to ask Daddy for money, for air time, or a pat on the head,

They haven't got time for consciousness raising because they

can’t imagine learning anything useful fram other women’s
experiences.

These media stars, carefully coiffed and lathered with .

foundation makeup, ciaim to represent all women. In
actuality, they are ripping off all women, Example: one
woman claimed to be organizing prostitutes in the Times
Square area, Her only contact with them was to tape some
interviews which she plans to use in her next book.

These women will betray us when the cock crows.

- Margaret Mead, who wrote some earth-shaking books
in the 1930°s and has served as an apologist for the estab-
lishment ever since, was recently asked if she thdught the
women's liberation movement will succeed. “if the media
-doesn‘t kill it,” she replied, | agree with her.”

Vol |, &7, fage &

Visionsof Madison Averive atrocitiés float past my

eyes: “Be liberated — wear the light new Womanform bra.”

. “Drive a Pantherette = the sexiest, swingingest ¢ar for the

liberated woman —from General Motors.” ““Liberate your
breath with Listerine — and catch a liberated man,”

‘ Don't be surprised if you see Georgina shilling for
‘Proctor & Gamble in the near future. If large numbers of
women arg going to passively depend on a few stars to
liberate them, instead of getting themselves together to do
it, the movament will surely fa'l -

. And from the Left o .
Subversion from the left is a more serious matter. It

will eventually dawn on large numbers of women that they . -
cannot obteain liberation under the present social structure —.

_that free abortion on dem:‘idmm avolve into free medical -/

"‘tare and child: cu'kuenters.whlch mtm evolve into sorialist

institutions: Havmg’come ‘o the realizatlon that a conﬂdef

able degree of socialism is

must turn Isﬂeward—- d6wn a pdthstrewn with booby traps

laid by male-dominated leftist groups and the male—onanted

‘women who front for thesé groups:: .

The male-oriented women haVe Ionl since been aliena- ;
ted from Amerika, but stllll_‘desperatgly crave approval from
the male left. They must prove that they are as ‘revolution-

“ary” as men —the underlying assumption being that men

are naturaily revolutlonary, particularly if they are non-
white. Many of these women are college-educated; women
who found that the only men who would let them use their
intellect at all were left-wing males, women who could not

* relate at all to apolitical sisters because they despised “woman
_ talk”, They cannot conceive of the notion that women can

liberate themselves, and so thay place the fate of women's
liberation in the most male-oriented polmcal groups in the
country, What touchihg naivete!

We need hard-working womén fike thase, but they
expend their energy on every other causé but women'’s
liberation, heatedly justifying any male chauvinism which
appears in any male they consider oppressed. If a working
class or non-white male assaults them on the street, it has to
be understood that he is just acting out of his oppression.-
If a working class or middle class whita wornan is afraid to
send her children to be bussed into Harlem, she is “reaction-
ary,” “‘racist,” or “‘stupid,” The male-oriented political
wornan has no patience with the mistakes of her own sex,
but she is all full of pity and liberalism for the worst male

. chauvinist. A few words of kindness, a statement of support

of women’s liberation in an otherwise male-chauvinist party
line is enough to bring tears of gratitude to these women’s
eyes, a ‘

A woman can sperid her whole life getting one man’s
foot off another man’s neck and still remain on the bottom
of the heap hersalf,

The right wing says, “'If you women want to be libera-
“ted, you will have to be drafted.”

The left wing says, *'If you women want to be Ilberated
you must pick up the gun and fight alongside of us.”

in other words, the only liberation we are being offered
is the right to be cannon fodder. The right to fight v men’s
causes, taking orders from men, in situations which they
define and direct, We have seen the posters depicting the
woman revolutionary with a baby slung over her back and a
gun in her hand, We must bear revolutionary babies. No male
revolutionary is ever depicted carrying the baby. It might-
slow him down in_battle. Well, you know we always do two
jobs and get pafd for half a job, if we get paid at all. _

| say if we want to be liberated, we must pick up the
gun and turn it on the men who are issuing all these orders,
the very men who are telling us that we must follow them,
obey them, in order to get our liberation.

Hurrah for the Vanguard Party

The Black Panther Party is the vanguard of the revolu-
tion. The Btack Panther Party, according to Huey P. Newton,
its Supreme Commander, intends to level the earth in order
to prepare the way for the flowering of Black Manhood.

The Black Panther Party, a “‘people’s democratic”
orgenization, has never elected any of its officers, nor called
a party congress in order to debate policy, nor permitted
any deviation by any of its membaers from the official party
line:

»’r

The Black Panther Party tells us that our functlon is
to bear revolutionary babies. Their statement at' the $0- called
"Revolutlonarv People’s Constitutional Convention”, where
_thay heava oppressed those sisters who attended, was that

- women’s liberation is “right on” — that a crash program
g must be institiuted to §ive women control of the technology

- which is relevant to our needs, i.e., child care.

Obviously, nothing eise is raievant to our needs, After
the revolution, the Black Panther Party will presumably
retain control over agriculture, housing, medicine {except
for gynecology), transmrtatuon the military, manufactur
ing, education, communications, and some brand-hew version
of the OGPU. ‘

" - Any white person who critmzas the Biack Panther
Purty is a racist pig,.

Why is the Black Panther Party considered the “van-
guard” of the revolution anyway? Why was Huey Newton's
patronizing statement on Women's Liberation and Gay
Liberation received with such touching gratitude? Why did
some gay people walk so tall after receiving Good Huey's
seal of approval, as if their needs could not be considered
valid, nor they revolutionary, unless the Black Panther :
Party approved of them? _ '

The Black Panthers are being shot at. This is not, in
itself, a sufficient quafification for being a revolutionary,
They are attempting to defend themselves with guns. This
is again not sufficient, The Plains Indians were in the sarme
position a century ago, and no one calls them revolutionaries,
People are not revolutionary because they are under attack
or engaged in self-defense; they are revolutionary only if
they are consistently fighting for the liberation of all people,

The Black Panthers might even be revolutionary with
regard to black males. With regard to other males, their

- attitude is liberal, and with regard to women, it is indis-

‘tinguishable from the attitude of the German Nazi Party,
which also demanded increased baby production,

It is my conviction that the reason gay males were
fairly well treated at the Convention was that they simply
asked to be allowed to be gay and to fight alongside the
Panthers, Women asked for “that amount of control of all
production and industry that would ensure one hundred
percent control over our own destinies.” In short, women
asked for real power, and the Panthers freaked out,

For women to allow their energies to be diverted in
support of a group that wishes to restrict them to the old

. baby-making function Is masochistic, guilt-liberal bullshit.

Those energies could be expended on projeets which would
benefit the Women's Movement — day care centers, clinics,
awomen’s liberation school with courses in technology and
self defense, a women’s publishing company. All these
require workers and money. Yet the biggest fund-raising
drive | have seen in the womaen's movement was the drive
to raise bail for Joan Bird. The slogans were everywhere —
“free our sister, free ourselves.” "No one is free until every-
one is free.”” Perhaps these slogans are true in some ultimate
sense. They basically appeal to liberals who wish to hide
their liberalism behind radical rhetoric,

Our resources are limited. To spend all that energy

“and time to raise $100,000 for one woman who is then

supposed to “free” us when she steps out of jail in return
for our dollar contribution, to spend all that on a woman
whose Party affilistion requires unquestioning obedience to

the Supreme Commander {male) - is that the way to make

’.-



a woman’s revolution? The Black Panthers can't be our paid
mercenaries — we have to liberate ourselves and fight in our
OWN cause, . o _
Why not admit it, the purpose of that c'lmpaign was to
prove to the Black Panthers that we in Women's Liberation
aren't racists. As If we could ever prove it, because we are
racists by definition. And there they've got us -we will
always be giving money, proving our worth, sewing shirts
for soldiers, until we stop taking this bullshit and organize
& revolutionary women’s movement.

The Socialist Worker’s Party . ‘

The Socialist Worker's Party is highly attractive to
malg-oriented women wha have swallowed the line that a
socialist revolution will sutomatically bring sbout the
liberation of women. Any careful examination of the status
of women in nations that have already gone socialist will
give the lie to this pleasant fantasy. In such nations, women’s
roles are defined by men, and restrictions on political activ-
ity make it much more difficuit for wornen to achieve *
liberation, When the Party decides that anyincreass in populs-
tion is desirable, heroic mother madals are awarded. When
women are needed in the factories, heroic working-woman
medals are minted. When women are needed 1o nurse soldiers.
as in the USSR after the Second World War, the medical
profession is opened to them —et leest on the lower levels,

The Socialist Workers Party, whose membership is
75% male and whase lsadership is almost entirely maie, has
moved with frightening success to infiltrate and take over

sections ot the women’s movement. They have moved full-
time workers into the women’s centers of New York,
Boston, Beltimore and Los Angeles, attempting to take
over jobs, moving in SWP literature and moving out feminist
literature, Check it out sister, if you live in these cities.

The SWP has a policy of infiltration, which is des-
cribed in their handbook ~— a handbook issued only to
loyal party members. | am attempting to get hold of this
handbook, which was described to me by a disillusioned
ex-SWP woman, and will publish it as soon as possible,

The SWP is also backing the Equal Rights Amend-
ment, a deceptive piece of legislation which will strip away
protections from working women. So this is a Socialist
Worker’s Party?

At the Women's Strike in New York, control of the
speakers platform was in the hands of Ruthann Miller, a
long-time member of the SWP. A lesbian, who was attempt-
ing to tell her sisters in Bryant Park about the pig harrass-
ment coming down on gay women in the streets, had to get
permission to speak from Ruthann — since the Socialist
Worker’s Party has a long term poticy of expelling gay
peopls from its membership, our gay sister found this a
humiliating experience. ‘

SWP has considered gay people to be counter-revolu-
tionaries and a “danger” to the party. Seems like it's-bad
enough to be called a Cominie without being called a Commie
Pinko Queer to boot. Some of the expelled gey people are
now in Gay Liberation Front; and sadly enough, some of
them are wistfully trying to get SWP to change its mind and
readmit them now that they have proved they can be
.'revolutionary.” Maybe Huey's seal of approval will cause

- the SWP to have a change of heart. : .

It's di]‘ficu!t to place ane's faith in a so-calisd vanguard
= whether it's'a black vanguard or a white vanguard — when
the members can’t think for themseives, when they can‘t
even notice your oppression untit it is spelled out in blood
on the streets and cleared by the Central Committes.
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Male Orientation in Women's Groups
This subversion and co-optation of the women's move-
ment by the male-oriented left would not be possibie if so
- many women were not male-orisrited, and if the left were
not so full of liberal tendencies, Women have a difficult
time in getting rid of the need for male approval, particutar-
ly straight women. They find it almost impossible to put
their own needs first, tending to act as if women’s needs are
triviel, This is compounded by a teridericy to see men as
simuitaneously strong and weak — too strong for poor weak'
- women to successfully fight them, and too weak in thair
dear little egos for us to criticize them in any way.
Since men are always getting into fights, and since
they present every situation as a life-or-death crisis (or
-carafully engineer such a crisis), for us to take time out to
* eriticize them or demand that they change their behavior
'is pure sabotage. They haven't got tha time for trivial gabble
about women's problems. Our job is to relate to their
struggles, R
For example, women took over a male-dominated
newspaper — RAT — and have been running it for eight
‘months. A look at a recent issue (as of this writing)} is an
sxample of the continuing inability of some women to
* relate to their own needs. It is my impression, having worked
.on RAT, that while many of the women on it are happy
working with other women on.a paper where they are
alfowed to run it themselves, they can't get it together
enough 10 publish something which isn‘t basically a repoprt
on the doings of the male movemerit, :

L

. The front and rear cover of the issue are pictures of
two women who are guerilla warriors in male-dominated
movements, Angela Davis and Leila Khaled; Nothing new
about that — women fighting for male causes goes back as
far as Judith, who in the Old Testament, entered the camp

- of the enemy (some other Semitic tribe} and slew their
general in his sleep. As | recollect, that didn‘t do much to
liberate Jewish women. ’

A great deal of coverage is expended on the Panthers
and on the “‘Revolutionary People’s Constitutional Con-
vention”, with no mention of the way women were fucked”
over at that convention. The right on to the Panthers is
automatic by now. The Women's Strike of August 26 is
covered without any attempt to distinguish between liberal
and radical politics, without any attempt to take a feminist
stance agdinst the cooptation by various socialist groups as

vell as various establishment groups, A great deal of cover-
age tonsists of & right on to bombings, rip-offs, various forms
of violence, without any analysis of what constitutes random
‘violence and what constitutes revolutionary violent .action,

The followirig issue contains a lengthy article gn Korea,

- For some months now, the Panther Party has been extolling
Kim Il Sung and the Korean Communist Party. {'m glad to

- see that RAT has finally caught.up. The RAT interviewer
asked the peaple who visited Koree what happens to homo- -
sexuals over there. Who knows? That doesn’t relate to Kores
or the Korean culture. Thers are no homasexuals in Korsa,
Anyway, why should anyone want to embarrass the Korssns
by asking such a question? What straight person would think
to ask? They might think I was queer . . .
Liberalism on the Left _

The unwillingness of left-wing groups, particularly

K

" forms of oppression

‘ No successful mate revolutionary has feit it incumbent
upon him to refrain from criticism of other left-wing groups

~ whose principles or actions seemed contrary to the interests

of oppressed people,

The fear to criticize other left-wing groups results in
wishy-washy, vague polities, and an uncritical acceptance of
behavior which can be actually counter-revolutionary, It
destroys any attempt to organize a movement around sound
ideological principles, permits oppression to flourish within

. the movement, alienates potentional converts, and saps the -

spirit of women who would otherwise be willing workers for
our liberation.

This féar, at least among whites, springs out of guilt
politics and a martyr-like attitude, an attitude which says
that if you haven’t been hit by a billy club or killed a cop or
bombed a building, you're not good enough,

If you're white, your idess are useless, and the best
thing you can do with your life is to sacrifice it in the

_struggle to destroy honky culture and allow the emergence

- of a black nation. This idea was presented to me and passion-

ately defended by a sister who is now underground. Another

- white sister informed me that as a white person, | am

necessarily a racist (I agree to that definition), and that | am
like ail other white people including her. We all hate non-
whiite peoplé to the exfent that we will all commit any

 atrocity whatsoever in order to defend our white skin

privileges, including torture and genocide. As a working'
class lesbian one generation removed from Dachau, | find

* such politics unspeakably funny. | could dig laughing.

What is a Revolutionsry? - . - _ _
.~ . 'We séem to confuse peopie who are tightirig simply to-
end their own oppression — regardiess of what happens to
-other. psople ‘— with-gefiuine revolutionaries. L
<" I bblievé that the true revolutionary is a person work- -
_ing, in whatever capacity — as a soldier or g distributor of
leaflets or a worker in a day care center — to end all forms .
_of oppression. She (he) does not fear criticism from com-
rades, becausé she recognizes the limitations of her own
experience and wishes to broaden her understanding of all -
in order to struggle more successtully

against them, \ o C
.. She struggles for uriderstanding and pays attentior:

lto ani idea rather than to the source of the idea. An idea is

‘not correct simply because it issues from the mouth of Mao

oor Che or any other leader. R

. A person is not automatically defined as a revolutionary

siniply because she is poor, female, black, or & member of

any other group by the circumstances of her birth, She is .

defined by her conduct, by the manner in which she relates
to people. If she demonstrates a willingness to liberate her
own group while attempting to oppress other groups, or if
"she jisdges a person’s politics by the circumstances of their
" birth or occupation, she is simply engaged in a struggle for
power for her own faction, not engaged in revolution,

At the present time, dlmost all males are only too )
willing to oppress women while they issue a few patronizing © .
statements about women’s liberation. They have no standard
of humanity — only a standard of manhood, and that
standard is the cock and the gun, They show almost no

. willingness to deal with their own sexism or their own
liberalism towards so-cailed radicals who practice sexism,
that is, who oppress women and gay men. Nor are they

" particularly interested in examining the autoeratic struc-
tures of their own groups and the ways in which they
oppress each other, ' :

It is obviously. necessary — has always been necessary ~
for there to be & strong, separate women's movement whose
members are dedicated to struggle for their own liberation
and the liberation of all people; women who wiil band
together in strength and not run too quickly to form alliances
with oppressive men; women with self-respect who will not be
diverted into being female auxiliaries and fu nd-raising organiza-
tions for male power structures.

It is necessary for such a movement to have a prin-
cipled, coherent ideology, and to cast out of its ranks oppor-
tunists who are seeking approval and favors from the Estab-
lishment, as {vell as women who are willing to sell themselves
short in order to gain radical credentials with male groups, It

- is necessary for such a movement to have within it skilled

- political economists, because the'United States is in an econ.
omic situation unlike any other nation past of present, and
this is not the place for a revolution modeled after those which
have occurred in agrarisn societies. We have a lot to figure

out before we can move intelligently.

Since women have been oppressed longer than any
other group in history, men have a very heavy investment in
continuing to oppress us. Their very sense of “manhood”’ is
defined by their continuing to oppress us. As a result, such
a mavement will be attacked viciously from both the right

- and the left, and attempts at subversion will continue. Qur
only hope will be a clear understanding of what must be
done in order to make a wornan’s revolution,

We must have control of all the avenues of power in

SRR At . - i, Bccordance with our numbers — that means 51% control
women s groups,. to engage in criticism and analysis of politic- :

al groups and events stems from a kind of liberalism which’
says that anything left-wing is good, and that public criticism
of a left-wing group can only do harin to the movement.

i}

- of everything! Al power to the sisters! Forward to the

World-Wide Women'’s Revolution!



GLF women welcome all women. In meetings and
activities we maintain a flexible way of doing things to
encompass our sisters of different social, economic,
racial, religious, and political interests, and to permit
individual freedom in actions and activities, both inside
and outside of GLF.

We provide an opportunity for women to relate to
.other: women — through political - activities and
community social -activities, beginning with dances and
moving out to new forms of socializing and communi-
cating with our sisters. '

Gay Liberation Front was the first group in New York
to come together specifically to fight homosexual
_oppression. GLF Women, a caucus of GLF, are lesbian
activists fighting oppression on two fronts: As
homosexuals, we work with our gay brothers to fight
oppression based on society’s exclusion of individuals
who love members of the same sex. As women, we work

with Women’s Liberation to fight the oppression of all

women.
Our strongest common denominator and greatest

oppression lies with society’s injustice against us as

homosexuals. We are discriminated against as women,.

but lesbians who live openly are fired from jobs,

expelled from schoals, banished from their homes, and
‘even beaten. Lesbians who hide and 'escape open

‘hostility, suffer equal oppression through psychic,_.
damage caused by their fear and guilt. With this -

understanding, we focus on Gay Liberation, giving
priority to gay issues and gay problems. We are part of
the revolution of all oppressed people, but we cannot
allow the lesbians issue to be an afterthought.

- GLF Women are dedicated to changing dttitudes,
institutions, and laws that oppress leshians, using all or .

any methods from reform to revolution, Actions and
consciousness-raising achieve this goal. Gay Liberation is
a moverhent and a state of mind challenging history’s
Jbasic legal and social assumptions about homosexuality.
Openly proclaiming ourselves lesbians is a‘revolutionary
act and 4 threat (o the prevailing society, which excludes
people who live outside the norm’ .We wotk for a
common understanding among all people that lesbianism
is the most complete and fuifilling relationship with
annther woman and a valid life style.
Gay consciousness-raising is a primary interest:

%

The radical leshian movement is growing and
changing; coalescing would probably be the best word.
Lesbians from Gay Liberation Front, Women's Libera-
tion, the bars and the closets are beginning to get it
together. Many women have been meeting informally,
but regularly, for several months as a group, now called
Radicalesbians.

It began during the dreary months of a dyinggvintar.
A nucleus of GLF women, with a growing woman'’s
consciousness, began to feel the need for an all-woman's

GLF dance. We had previously-been working an and

attending the GLF dances wich were overwhelmingly
male. The oppressive ambience of a simulated gay men’s
bar....an overciomh:!.ed, dimly lit room, where packed-
together subway rush hour style, most human contact
was limited to groping and dryfucking. Earlier attempts
by .both men and women at encouraging group dancing
and space for conversation were nullified by the “pack
‘em in” attitude of the GLF men rynning the dances.
And there were so many men, that the women were lost
to each other in a sea of spaced-out men. it was
intolerable to most women, but we put up with it,
hopinp it would change. Finally, when jt was obvious it
was only getting worse as the weather grew warmer, we:
decided to_have an ali-women's dance. The first dance
was 50 successful, 1t has been followed by several more.
An environment of women rapping, drinking, dancing
...relating with fluidity and grace, is beautiful. And most
important, to plan and set up these dances we had to
meet and work together..weekly meetings of GLF
women became routine. This provided a fine opportuni-
ty to work callectively and get to know one another.
Simultaneously with this, something else was
happening. Some GLF women together with indepen-
dent women from the Women's Liberation Movement
had formed a consciousness-raising group. Out of our
meetings. two things developed: the writing of the.

paper, “Woman Identified Woman™ and a plan to
confront the upcoming Congress to Unite Women with:

the issue they had been avoiding for -so long —
Lesbianism (that ole lavender menace}. The Lavender
Menace action is history now...we stole the show and
had an audience of 400 women relating to lesbianism as

it affects the women's movement. This was followed up -
by two days of workshops attended by over 200 women. .,

\/ o ’ /j t# 7) fﬁp /ﬂe _-“..s.ﬂ...“...

_ - ~compulsion ‘wome

1)So, ‘
that our lesbian sisters understand our oppression and
fight against it. Te be effective the lesbian movement
must be a grass roots effort. We denounce the fact that
society’s rewards and privileges are only given to us
when we hide .and split our identity. We encourage

: self-determination and -will. work for changes in the

lesbian self-image, as well as in society, to perit the
“coming out” of each gay woman-into society 'as a

- lesbian. ‘The new self-image or *gay consciousness™
~.refers to our sense of pride, unity, life style and.

community,

- (2) Raising consciousness of ‘people in all moveménts, .

so that they become aware of their sexism. .,
(3) Raising the consciousness of our sisters active in

support lesbians, with the attitude of solidarity and not

. reciprocity. We denounce the use of the word lesbian to

divide us from our sisters. who should be united with us..

"-in our common struggle for the libération of all women.

We: -feel that the core oppression of wamen  is the
lesbian’s oppression and the ultimate’ liberation of
women is through the liberation; of lgsbians, Real
freedom for lesbians will mean the end of all oppressive

“-relationshipy - based on ‘male ' dominance and. the
n feel to seek male approval “ind..-’

support, - . T~ T

Womsn/s~ Liberation groups nust. undertake=rconz.+ -

sciousness-raising on lesbianism. They' must *accept’
among- their leadership admitted gnd publicly. known*
lesbians. They must make explicit-their acceptance-of
the lesbian life style now implicit in their analysis.
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Our resolutions (we hope} became part of the report of
the conference. WOMEN'S LIBERATION IS A LES-
‘BIAN PLOT..WE ARE ALL LESBIANS!!!

But the aftermath of the Congress coup is not so well’
known. We called for consciousness raising groups and
50 interested women met our call. Four groups were set
up, new women from the Congress action and Lavender
Menace participating in each group. Many of the women
in these groups were straight women who wanted to
confront the issue of lesbianism and perhaps the lesbian

. in themselves. But a very large majority of these women

turned out to‘be‘active lesbians,-latent fesbians, closet
lesbians, one-beautiful-experience lesbians, freaked-out
‘lesbians, spaced-out ' lesbians... from the ranks of
womén‘s liberation, they responded.”

After having related for months and years to the
broader women's_issues at the sacrifice of their own
identity, these women were ready now to come out, 10
use their_ own energies to meet the needs of a lesbian
communi?y,'and to see that the concepts of primary

value and commitment betweei—women, developed ip- -

the’ paper “"Woman-ldentified Woman,"' were dealt with
by the women’s liberation movement. These sisters
started coming to our weekly GLF women meetings and
as the Word spread through the grapevine, more, and
more unaffiliated women began attending these meetings
. Finally, the various groups of women had so
thoroughly merged that the name GLF women seemed
inappropiate..: .it was obwvious we were an independent,

. autonomous group and while some women .in-the group .
. continued to relate to GLF, there were neany from the

ranks of Women’s Liberation. who felt that they could

* . not affiliate' with a male-dominated organization that

was in large part sexist. We decided to drop the name
GLF women {(we recently chose the name Radicales-
‘bians) and and begin our own treasury to felate to the
needs of our sisters. The money was taken from the GLF
community center fund...that portion”that had been
contributed by the many women who had attended GLF
dances...enough to fund our first independent dance:
~* . So-a movement of radical revolutiopary gay women
has _organiéally coalesced; not artificially. out of
rhetorical political necessity, but through the: natural

. ., Hlow of our experience and changes in consciousness....

L
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* Women's Liberation to openly acknowledge and actively . -

a) Feminists speak of rejecting role-playing,
but fail to see the pressures in society during
children’s formative years to love men over
women. .
b) They say that women should be free to
govern their own bodies, but fail to grant
the freedom of sexual preference. .
¢) They denounce stereotyped maie and fe-
male attitudes and characteristics, but
[ail to accept as natural the so-called
ma_lsculine female and so-called feminine
- - male. . - o '
. . d) They talk about being independent : of men,
" but do not see that the lesbian life style is
_ the ultimate form of independence.”
@) They talk of love among women, but do
not include physical expression of that love.

(4} Education of the public to recognize homosexuals
as.an - oppressed ‘minority and to destroy stereotyped

_images based on and perpetuated by society’s hostility.
To fight prejudice with reason and lgve. *“Gay is Good.”.
.- Sexuality is basic to all human beings, and homosexual-’

ity B8 a3 natural as heterosexuality. To teach children
from the earliest years' about homosexuality without
bias. ‘To. effect change, we advocate an open media

_-policy, with media defined as lectures, demonstrations,

ey

Ieaflets, conscipusness-raising; dances, and rapping in
bqr§,.as well-as tllé-'prg?_s_.__, . R ‘
3 LT, .
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GAY- LIBERATION FRONT WOMEN MEET SUN-

... DAYS, 6-8 PM; BEFORE GLF GENERAL MEETING,

Community Center, 300 Ninth Avenue, New York.

ey T S . N

The trip will probably be difficult but extremely
rewarding, Our priorities differ. Some sisters feel
themselves to be an arm of the Woman's Liberation
Movement...feel that the struggle is between women and
malé supremacy, and experience their primary identity
as women {(with a difference). Others feel themselves to
be in close atfitiation with GLF, continue to relate to

GLF and view the striggle primarily as one between °

homosexuals and heterosexuals. Still others see their
position as unique...a struggle against sexism whatever its
guise. Some women have not shaped or articulated their
politics...they only know that they like to be together
with their sisters and want 1o help. With these
.differences we have been meeting and working together,
respecting if not alwavs loving each other. )

We hope our policy and ideology will assume the
shape of our collective needs. We are against heirarchical
structures because as women we have experienced
firsthand that heirarchy is a fixed status system (those

with power and privilege, i.c. men, assume leadership

and use it to perpetuate their advantage). We want an
organization that encourages growth and fluidity.
Therefore, we do not have “leaders.” We experiment
with forms that promote the participation of everyone

in decision-making and - actions. Some of these are
- consensus {sense of the meeting) instead of the vote, the

lot system of assigning responsibilities, and a preference
for meeting and rapping with small groups of women,
.rather than speaking af them in auditoriums and lecture
“halls. The quality of our exchanges with women is more
important to us than reaching large numbers with stale
thetoric. We believe that we must live by revolutionary
forms while we struggle against sexism, racism, and
imperialism; that part of the revolution is our
anti-authoritarian life style; that the revolution is process
not goal. Small action-oriented collectives.seems to be
the direction in which we are headed. ]

It is important to Radicalesbians that sisters in the
N.Y. area join us in our struggle. Lesbians whose lives are
a struggle against the . straight! patriarchal supremacy;
women who desire revolutionary primary relationships
with other women, relationships that offer strength,

- support and solidarity, are radical leshians. Join us'in the

struggle to smash sexism.

GAY: SISTERHOOD IS POWERFUL

- Radicalesbians S ]
' Ea win
- g - lrd“ :
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some thought after a-Gay Woman's Lib Meeting- Sue Katz

Sex is an institution. In an oppressive society like
‘Amerika, it reflects the same ideology as other major
institutions. It is goal-orientated, profit-& productivity
origntated. It is a prescribed system, with a series of
correct & building activities aimed toward the
production of a single goal:climax.

It's also a drag. For women , in a culture based on our
oppression heterosexual sex is a product we have had to
turn out, To encourage us we are given two minutres of
this a few minutes of that,
something else... all aimed towards the Grest Penetratlon
and the Big Come

. There is a great pressure to have an orgasm.Sex without
orgasm is a failure,it’s a drag, it's incomplete, and very
sad.(Just like marriage is not real until it s
“consummated”.) Because of phallic imperialism built

upon Freud’signorance of the female body,orgasm is .

supposed to come from intercourse. That's just terrific
for boys, but since our orgasm-producing organ is the
ctitoris, external to the vagina-contradicting capitalistic
sexist physiology - many women den’t produce the
appropriate orgasm thru heterosexuality, By that criteria
(they are frigid.

I'm a lesbian. A lot of people can‘t figure out‘“what we

-do”, how we make love without a penis around for the
final consummation. A lot of boys have theses ideas of
dildoes and bananas. Sex as an institution is so totally
‘tied up with the penis and it's goal that boys assumae
there must be some poar substitute for their noble
itern.

I always hated sex with men. The pressue of the goal

the rigidity of the process and ends was always totoally ’

unsatisfactory. When ever | heard the word "sex”, all
those shitty experiences | had with men came to mlnd I
cannot separate the “‘sex” from the phallic tyranny |
suffered from for so many years,

For me , coming out meant an end to sex. It's dead and
gone in my life. | reject that institution totally. Sex
means oppression,it means exploitation . It serves the
needs of boys .It has little to do with pleasure for the
great mass of oppressed people:women.

Physical contact and feelings have taken a new liberatory
form, And we call that SENSUALITY. The women's’
movement in general especially at the beginning, and
gay feminismnow is a fantastically sensual experience for
me. | love my body and thebodies of my sisters.
Physicalityis now a creative non-institutionalized experi-

ence. It is touching and rubbing andcuddling and
- fondness. It is holding and rocking and kissing and
licking, It's only goal is only goal is closeness and

pleasure. It does not exist for the Big Orgasm .|t exists
for feeling nice.Qur sensuality may or may not include

- ~

LOVEELIFE&ETOVEL LIFESLOVELLIFEELOVE
GAY CO'UNITVY CELEBRATICN OF IOVE & LITE

December 24th

Cendle ligh{ mearch assembllng at

Sheridan Square 8:30

ending with communsl fest 2t 'the new
CO:TUNITY CENTER I30 west 3rd St.

BRING FOOD TO SHASE & love

I listen for your knocking in my sleep

a couple minutes at

climax.lf it does include genital experience, that may jor
may not be ‘the beginning or the ending of the
experience . [t may be anywhere , or nowhere.To make
good love with women,| don‘t want to have to
“produce’” anything. Except pleasure.And that can be at
any level or anyform. The sensvality | feel 'has
transformed my politics, has solved the contradiction
between my mind and my body because the energies

for our feminist revolution are the same as the energies

of our love for women. When we feel good about
someone we may sleep together . That could mean a lot
of things from hugs to climax to cuddling to being very
ctose but not touching. If we feel good in a group we
may have a pajama party, which would be called an
“orgy” inside the institution of aduit sex. That could be
a genital thing or not. We are free to act without
pressure. | refuse to feel like | must make a decision
about ‘whether 10 “put out” or not. There is no such
thing as putting cut among us. There is no set physical
goal 1o our sensuality. There is no sex.

The whole language . is  oppressive. It is white
male-oriented and a way of being physical that can only
draw up very bad memories for a lot of us. We must use
it only in referring to that oppressive institution, not o
any new forms we are developing. Having sex means
accepting a set of criteria for “'success” that we did not
set up-and develop among ourselves. '

Sensuality is formless and amorphous, It can grow and
expand as we feel it. It is shared by everyone involved. It
isn't something one puts out for another, 'Sex with boys
‘was like doing alienated labor so that the one with

power could make good profit off of my surplus labor. -

Sensuality with- women is a coilectwe experience

growing out of our struggle

Smashing the notion of sex, getting away from these
concepts 50 intimately tied up with the penis, !'[elps us
destroy roles. One thing we realized in my close group of
gay feminists is that the word ‘‘lover” doesn’t describe
anything for us anymore very much. It is very hard to
tell who is who's lover, because that is a condition
determined by genital contact in our society. But among

~ us, we have a very brazen set-up. | -don’t sleep with the

same woman every night. | might cuddle with one sister
tonight because we were together and felt close and |
might crash on some mattress with a bunch of women
“tomorrow because we all danced together half the night.
If your lover is someone you feel emotional and physical
attractions to and where there is some kind of mutual
commitment, then we are surely the biggest group of
floozies in town. It's so wonderful. Without that kind of
exclusive coupling sex and lovers breeds, people cannot

fall into traditional roles so easily. Because each time you

Al

BELIEVE

we believed the myths

must believe in me.

where I no longer live.
the theatre has begun,

the old myths.

(I would gladly trade sleep for your presence)

1 listen closely.

I listen closely.

The wind soft in trees
gentle thoughts of you.

come with your quick,brown eyes
and your black hair like a slow thick waterfall
with secrets I'd like to know, '

every moment of my life 1

rust now stand on a precipice
and watch what is happening below--
watch the games and societies

and believed and believed and believed,
but now I can believe no longer
and | only believe in you and you

walk down the street and confront
the audience who still put me in

Ferry Bross

‘sleep” with. someone you have to make the decision that
time. Monogamy takes away free will. It becomes an
institutionalized habit to sleep together regularly and
there is not usually a fresh decision each time. Amongst
us, our getting together is dependent on the reality of
the present, not on the promises of before.

Sensuality is something that can be very collective. Sex
is private and tense. Sensuality is something you want
your best friends to feel and act on with your ather best
friends. Sex is something you want power and territorial
rights over. Sex is localized in the pants and limited by
that. Sensuality is all over and grows always. Sex is
pinpointed in the pants because the penis is there and
the penis is, if not the material source, the material basis
for power in Amerika. If you don’t have capital you get
fucked over by those who do. Unless you attach yourself
to someone who has it so that you can serve them in
exchange for protection. {(known as marriage). Sperm is
coin. And that whole system ot exchange necessarily
excludes us as leshians.

‘We can't pretend that those few flaps of skin that make

yp the masculine apparatus are just a few objective
ectodermal gatherings. That stuff is the proof of aright
to have access to privilege. Some boys reject that
privilege, but they always have the possibility of

. whipping it out in an emergency and asserting their

privilege.

We- are building a revolution which isn‘t based on such

drivil. And we-must have a new language and aesthetic .tb
describe it. Lesbianism is not a sexual perversion: it has
nothing to do with sex. it is not another way to “'do it":
it is a whole other way to have contact. Sex is a phallic
term and we are involved in huilding a humane world.
It's like when people talk about being bisexual; it blows
mu mins. It's like saying that if you have an apple and an
orange, you have two apples because they‘re both fruits.

Heterosexuality and lesbianism are two forms of
physical contact. But that's as far as the similarity goes. |
sleep with wpmen, make love with women, am a woman,
a lesbian. But | don’t have sex with anyone. if | had sex,
| could have it with a boy, but that would be a whole
other trip from what | am feeling about my gay
sensuality. It would be another experience, not a
different form of gay sensuality. | would be reentering
an_ institution the structure of which is inherently
oppressive 10 me although particular experiences might
be of reasonable fun. But radical leshian sensuality is a
form which | myself am helping create. It is not an

~ institution existing outside of me, like sex is. [t IS me,

us, as it comes out of our new consciousness,




Gay Man 1IN

Many -of the ten thousand people, who gathered in
Philadetphia over Labor Day weekend to attend the
plenary session of the Revolutionary People’s Constitu-
tional Convention, were Gay sisters and brothers, both
Third World and White, working in the movement.
Unforttmately, not all of them had come out. But there
were those of us who had gone specifically to relate to
the Lesbian or Male Homosexual workshops, realizing
the importance of Gay Liberation in the struggle to
create a new humane society for all people.

| was there with some twenty of my gay brothers
from Gay Liberation New York. We arrived late Friday
afternoon at the Church of the Advocate and were
searched for weapons before entering the courtyeard. We
had to wait quite a while to register while folding chairs

were being.passed into the church hall where movies

were to be shown early-in the evening. , i
After registration, | got into the food tine for a plate

of fried chicken, peas, salad, bread and a cup of orange

drink. Then | began the long wait for - housing;

Philadelphia GLF had promised to find a place where all -

the gay men could be together. | looked through current
- issues of the Plain Dealer ard Free Press, two
Phitadelphia underground papers being distributed free;
both had articles on Gay Lib. We had a long wait,
" Finally, around ten o'clock, we had a place to stay and
transportation to get there. A couple of Black Panthers
drove four of us to the large house in Germantown that
was to be used by GLF men,
Saturday morning we went to Temple Umversmr to
hear the keynote by Michael Tabor, ore of the New
York Panther 21. it took a long time to get into the gym

because each person, who passed through one of the

four doors that were open, was carefully frisked, At
‘ noon, the place was just beginning to fil! up and there
were still a lot more people waiting outside.

| recognized some of the Gay sisters from New York

- and went to_sit with them. As we were waiting for the
speaker, a man sitting a few rows behind us suddenly
jumped up and started screaming at the women. “Get out
of here, you freaks!” | didn’t understand what was going
on at first, He shouted even louder. “Get away from
here, you sex freaks!” We all got up and turned around.
One of the Panther security guards standing nearby told
him to sit down and be quiet. The man looked
freaked-out and continued shouting. Three Panthers
grabbed the man and he was told to sit down or leave.
Soon after that, both he and his group left,

The Gay sisters went across to the other side of the
gym to meet another group of women. | thought they
were coming back-but that was the last t|me | saw them
that weekend.

The marning program was four hours late in starting.
When Tabor finished speaking, it was already way past
the time scheduled for lunch. An announcement was
made that the afternoon workshops were being cancelled

and everyone was urged to return-to the gvm by six for
* the speech by Huey P. Newton and a Third World sister
at eight that evening.

The Gay men at the gym decuded to go .to the
~Germantown Presbyterian Church to eat and whan we-
9ot there we fourid the Male Homosexual workshop in
progress. Most of the men there had not attended the
keynote session and were unaware of the cancellation.
The group continued with its work but recessed early to
allow people enough time to back to Temple for the
evening program, Before leaving, it was decided that we
would all stay in the church for the remainder of the

weekend. -

A crowd estimated at fifteen thousand, which
included many people from the surrounding community
not directly involved in the plenary, came to McGonigle
Hall for Huey’s speech but less then half that number
could be accomodated in the gym. 1 stood outside for.
two and a half hours, squeezed, pushed, jostled-until |
left disappointed at not being able to got in.

As | lay awake on the floor of the church that mght I
thought about: the day which seemed like such a-waste.

A continuation of the endless waiting that began the day

before. Riding back and forth in cramped cars and vans.
Someone has told me that the Monday session wis being
cancelled. | couldn’t imagine how we would accomplish
three days of work in the one day remaining. | was ready
to leave Philadelphia. | felt that we were being used, that
“it was just a Black Panther rally, that we were merely
there to show support for the Panthers rather than to

" struggle with proposals for a new Constitution. 1" was

tired, cold and hungry, but somehow | managed to get a
couple of hours sleep, Using my fist as a pillow.

The workshop for Male Homosexuals resumed
.Sund?v morning after breakfast on'the grass behind tha
Presbyterian church. |t was a beautiful, sunny day. First,
the statement of the Third World caucus was read and
discussed. Then each proposal presented the previous
day was caredully considered and all reformist measures
were eliminated.

There was a rumor that two of our people had been
picked up by the pigs. Someone called the police station
and verified the story. We got hold of a lawyer and
“started to send a small delegation down to the station
but were told we should wait. The two were released
after a long period of questioning and returned while the
workshop was still meeting,  ~ i

Afeni ‘Shakur, angther of the Panther 21, came to
talk to us about her own involvement in the
revolutionary struggle. She spoke of her desire to live
quietly on a farm with lots of grass and trees, something
she could not do knowing that her people were
oppressed. When Bobby Hutton-was killed, she did not
feel like being strong; she was hurt by his death and
wanted to withdraw from that sorfow. And when Fred
Hampton was murdered by the police, she did not feel

WEe De MAND

Al power to the people! The revolution will not be
complete until all men are free to express their love for
one another sexually. We affirm the sexuality of our
love. The social institution which prevents us all from
expressing our total revolutionary love we define as
sexism. Sexism is a belief or practice that the sex or
- sexual orientation of human beings gives to some the
right to certain privileges, powers or roles, Lwhih: denying
to others their full potential.. Within the context of our
society, sexism is primarily manifested through male
supremacy and heterosexual chauvinism. Since in the
Short run sexism benefits certain persons or groups, in

the long run it cannot serve all peop]e and prevents the -
forming of complete social consciousness among straight -

men. Sexism is irrational, unjust and counter-
revolutionary. Sexism prevents the revolutionary solidar-
ity of the people. We demand that the struggle against
sexism be adknowledged as an esseritial part of the
revolutionafy struggle. We demand that all revolution-
aries deal individually and collectively with their own

sexism. We recoghize as a vanguard revolutionary action .

the Huey P. Newton statement on gay and women's
liberation. We recognize the Black Panther Party as being
the vanguard of the people’s revolution in Amerikkka.
No revolution without us! An army of lovers cannot
lose!

WE DEMAND:

1. The right to be gay, any time, any place.
2. The right to free physiological change and modifi-
cation of sex upon demand.
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3. The right of free dress and adorriment.

4. That all modes of human sexual self-expression deserve
protection of the law, and social sanction.

5. Every child’s right to develop in a non-sexist, non-

" possessive atmosphere, which is the responsibility of
all people to create,

. 8. That a free educational system present the antire range
of human sexuality, mthout advocating any one form .

or style. ,

7. That language be modified so that no gender take
priority.

8. That the ]udlcnal svstem be run by the people through
the people’s'courts; that all people be tried by mem-
‘bers of their peer group.

9. That gays be represented in all governmental and
community institutions,

10. That organized religions be condemned for aiding in
the genocide of gay people, and enjoined from teach-
ing hatred and superstitution.

1. That psychiatry and psychology be enioined from ad-
vocating a prefarence for any form of sexuality; and
the enforcement of that preference by shock treat-
ment, brainwashing, imprisonment, etc.

12.The abolition of the nuclear famity because it per-
petuates the false categones of homosexuahty and
heterosexuality. ‘

13. The immediate release of and reparanons for gav and
other political prisoners from prisons and mental
institutions; the support of gay po!mcal prisoners for
all other political prisoners.

. 14, That gays determine the dastmles of thenr own

' ‘oomrnunltles
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fike berrg strong but had to in order to survive. She
talked about the changes within the Black Panther Party,
how it had gone from.a local self-defense organization to '
an international organization conerned with the struggle
of all oppressed people around the world.

Reports from each of the workshops were read at the
Temple ‘University gym that night. While people were
filling up the place, the brothers from Gay Liberation
Front started chanting, * GAY POWER TO THE GAY
PEQPLE’ BLACK POWER TO THE BLACK PEOPLE’
RED POWER TO THE RED PEOPLE’ WOMANPOWER
TO THE WOMEN PEQPLE' CHILDREN POWER TO
THE CHILDREN PEOPLE..” "HO-HO HOMO.
SEXUAL’ THE RULING CLASS 1S INEFFECTUAL!"
“POWER TO THE PEQPLE!"” There were about suxty of .
us and our spirits were very high.

As i listened to the proposals from each workshop, |
regained the hope | had had when | had first arrived in

. Philadelphia. What | heard was what this country could

be so that all the people would be guaranteed the fullest
life possible. | was elated. There were moments when |
was moved to tears. Yet this was only the beginning step
toward the eventual writing of a new Constitution.

When Steve, a Third Worltl brother from Philadelphia
GLF, stepped to the podium, we cheered. When he said
he was from the Male Homosexual workshop, there were
snickers from various parts of the gym, But our report
was enthusiastically applauded. | think many people
were surprised at our dernands.

The representative for the workshap % an the control
and use of the military and police referred onlv 10 men
ih his report. One lone women ecalled out, “and
women!”” Again he referred to men and we joined the
chant, "AND WOMEN, AND WOMEN, AND WOMEN1"
He continiued reading the report in a shaky voice. When

" he started t8 say men, he corrected himself, substituting
a more general term which mc!uded both sexes. The
crowd cheered.

The fianl meeting of the plenary session was heid
Monday afternoon at the Church of the Advocate. The
chairman asked for additional proposals for the
Constitution. A woman from Women's Liberation and a
Gay brother from GLF hoth read statements which
called attention to the absence of a Leshian report,
regretting the walk-out of the sisters and urging the
inclusion of Gay women as anecessary part of a new
Constitution, A long line of people waited their turn to
announce porposals which they felt had been left out. -
The chairman remarked, *This is geing to be the longest -
Constitution in the world!"” He may be right, but it may
well be that a lengthy document will be necessary to
insure the rights of ALL people.

The next Constitutional meeting will be in Washing-
tn over Thanksgiving. Results in forthcoming articles.

|i5. That all gay people share equally the labor and products

of society, _
16.That technology be used to liberate all peoples of the
world from drudgery.

- 17, The full participation of gays in the people’s revolu-

tionary army.
18. Finally, the end of domination of one person by
another.

Of noticable absence at the Session were our Gay Sisters '
without whom there could be NO true people’s
constitution, The next day that abuse was at least
recognized, if not .corrected, by the gay men and the
straight women there through the following statements:
MALE HOMOSEXUALS: The Lesbian Workshop did
not address the People’s Constitutional Cohvention as
scheduled. Therefore, the Male Homosexual Workshop
summons the attention of all participating workshops to
the fact that the Plenary Session is incomplete without
‘the inclusion' of a position paper from our sisters.
WOMEN: The demands of the gay sisters were not read
from the platform last (Sunday) night. The new

. constitution cannot:be complete without these demands.
~ The Radical Leshians were excluded and ignored at the

Workshop on Self- Determination for Women. We feel we
have let ourselves and our sisters down. In the past and
here at the conference, the women’s movement has not
recognized that the struggle of gay women isour struggle

- — all women's struggle. All women must be free to love

one ancther. Free our sisters, free ourselves. Power to

the People
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third world gay revolution.

THIRD WORLD GAY REVOLUTION

16 Pomt Platform and Program drafted November 11, -

1970, to supercede the 13 Point Platform. drafud
September 9, 1970.

Qur straight sisters and brothers must recognize and
support that we, third world gay women and men, are’

equal in every way within the revolutionary rariks. ‘
We rach organize our people about different issues;

but our struggles are the same against oppression, and we

will defeat it together — Once we understand these
struggles, and gain a love for our sisters and brothers

involved in these struggles, we must learn how best to

become involved in them.’

The struggles of the peoples of the world are our flght '

as well; their victories are our victories and our victories

are theirs, Our freedom wnll come only with thelr‘

freedom.
Together, not alone, we must explore how we view

ourselves, and analyze the assumptions behind 'our -
self-identity - We can then begin to crack the barriers of
our varying illnesses, our passivity, sexual chauvinism, in
essence, our inabitity to unabashedly love each other, to-
- live, fight, and if necessary, die for the people of the

earth,
As we hegin to understand our place in thls

international revolution, and join with others in. this . .
understanding, we must develop the skills nécessary to
destroy the forces of repression. and exploitation, so as n

- to make it possible for a new woman and man to evolve
in a society based on communal love. '

While we understand that in the United States our"

" main enemy is the socio-economic-political system of
capitalism and the people who make profits off our
sufferings, fights and divisions, we also recognize that we
Mmust struggle against any totalitarian, authoritarian,

sex-controlled, repressive, irrational, reactlonary, fascist -

government or government machine.

What We Want:

What We Belleve :
1.7 We want the right of self- determlnatlon for all
third world and gay people, as well as comml of
the destinies of our communities,

We believe that third world‘ and gay people cannot be

“free until we are abie to determine our own destines,
‘The svstem must be.changed. Socialism is the answer,

2. We want the right of self- determination over the use_'

of our bodies: The right t0 be gay, anytime, anyplace:
The right to free physiological change and modificatien
of sex” on demand; The right to free dress anc
adornment.

We believe that these are hyman 'rights which must be
defended with our bodies being put on the line. The
System as it now exists denies these basic human rights

by implementing forced heterosexuality. The svstem'

“must be changed, Socialism is the answer,

3. We want liberation for all women: We want free
‘and safe birth control information and devices on
demand. We want free 24 hour child care centers
contrélled by those who need and use them. We want a
redefinition of education and motivation (especially for
third world women) towards bhroader educational
opportunities without limitations because of ‘sex. We
want truthful teachihg of women’s history. We.want an
“end 1o hiring practices which make women and national
minorities
1. areadily available source of cheap fabor

2. confined to mind-rotting jobs under the,

worst conditions.
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We believe that the struggles of all oppressed groups
under.any form of government which does not meet the
true needs of its people will eventually result in the
overthrow of that government. The struggle for

liberation of women is a struggle to be waged by all-
peoples. We must also struggle within ourselves and

within our various movements to end this oldest form of
oppression and its foundation — male chauvinism. We
cannot. develop a truly liberating form of socialism
unless we fight these tendencies. The system must be
changed. Socialism is the answer..

4.  We want full protectnon of ‘the. law and social

sanction for all human sexual seif-expression . and
pleasure between consenting persons, including youth,

We believe that present laws are oppressive to third:
world: people gay people and the masses. Such laws

.expose the inéqualities ot capitalism, which can oniy
exist. in' a state where thera are oppressed people or
groups This must end. The system must be changed.
SOCIallsm is the answer. ° .

5 We want the abolition of the |nst:tut|on of the

bourgeous nuclear famlly

‘We belleve that the. bourgeous nuclear famlly perpetuates

* the " false . categorles of. homosexuahty ‘and " hetero-

seXuallty by creating sex’ roles sex definitions and sexual
exploltatlon The bourgeois muclear family as the basic
unit of capitalism creates oppressive roles of homosex-
uality and heterosexuality. All oppressions originate
within the nuclear family structure, Homosexuality is a
threat to this family structure and therefore to
capitalism. The mother is an instrument of reproduction
and teaches the necessary values of capitalist society,
-i.e., racism, sexism, ete. from infancy on. The father
phvslcallv enforces lupon the mother .and children) the.
behawor necessary in a capjtalist system, intelligence and
cnmpetltweness in young boys and passivity in young
glrls. Further, it is every. child’s right to develop in a
_ non-sexist, non-racist, non-possessive atmosphere which
.is the responsibility of all people, including gays, 1o
create. - Therefore, the system must be changed.
Socialism is the answer. '

6. We want a free non-compulsory education system
that "teaches us our true identity and history, and
presents: the entire range of human sexuality without
advocating any one form or style; that sex roles and
determination of skills according to sex be eliminated
from the school system; that language be modified so

that no gender takes priority: and that gay people must

share the responsibilities of education.

We believe that we have been taught to compete with
our. sisters and brothers for power, and from that
competitive attitude grows sexism, racism, male and
national ‘chauvinism and distrust of our sisters and
brothers. As we begin to understand these things within
ourselves, we attempt to free ourselves of them and are
moved toward a revolutionary  consciousness. The
system must be changed. Socialism is the answer,

7.We want guaranteed full equal employment for third .

world and gay people at ail levels of production,

We believe that any system of government is responsible
for giving every woman and man a guaranteed income or
employmant, regardless of sex or sexual preference.
Being interested only in profits, capitalism cannot meet
the needs of the people. The system must be changed.
Socialism is the answer.

we meat avery friday a% | a.u.' Sth auo;,ana 14?5 st. 8p.m.
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8. We want decent and free housing, fit she|ter for
human beings.

We believe that free shelter is a basic need and right
which must not be denied on any grounds. Landlords are
capitalists, and, like all capitalists, are motivated only by

. the accumulation of profits, as opposed to the welfare of
the people. Therefore, the system must be changed
Saocialism is the answer.

9. We want to abolish the existing judicial system. We
" want all third world and -gay people when brought to
trial, to be tried by a people’s court with a jury of their
peers. A peer is a person from similar social, economic,
. geographical, racial, historical, environmental, and sexual
background. We believe that the function of the judicial
system under capitalism is to uphold the ruling class.and
keep the masses under control, The system must be
changed. Socialism is the answer, -

10.  We want the reparation for and release of all third
-world, gay and all political prisoners from jails and
mental institutions.

~

‘We believe that these people should be released because -

they have not received a fair and impartial trial, Tha
system must be changed. Socialism is the answer.

11.  We want the abolition of capital punishment, all -

* forms of insitutional punishment, and the penal system.

We want the establishment of psychiatric institutions
for the humane treatment and rehabilitation of criminal
persons as decided by the people’s court. We want the
establishment of a sufficient number of free and'
non-compulsory clinics for the treatment of sexual
disturbances, as defined by the individual. We believe
that the systerm must be changed. Socialism is the
answer, -

12.  We want an immediate end to the fascist police
force,

We believe that the only way this can be accomplished is
by putting the defense of the people in the hands of the
people. The system must be changed. Socialism is the
answer,
-

13.  We want ali third world and gay men to be exempt
from compulsory military service, in the imperialist
army. We want an end to military oppression both at
home and abroad.

We bé‘lieve that the only trugarmy for oppressed people

is the people’s army and third world, gay people, and
women should have full participation in the People's
Revolutionary Army. The system must be changed.
Socialism is the answer.

4. We want an. end to all institutional religions
because they aid in genocide by teaching superstition
and hatred of third world people, homosexuals and
women. We want a guarantee of freedom to express
natural spirituality.

We believe that institutionalized religions are an’
instrument of capitalism, therefore an enemy of the
People. The system must be changed. Socialism is the
answer.

15. We demand immediate non-discriminatory open
admission/membership for radical homosexuals into all
left-wing revolutionary groups and organizations and the
right to caucus.

mE1it0 the people 1T m b
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We believe that so-called comrades who call themselves
“revolutionaries” have failed to ‘deal with their sexist
attitudes. Instead they cling to male supremacy and
therefore to the conditioned role of oppressors. Men still
fight for the pnwleged pOsmon of - man-on-the-top.

_Women quickly fall in line behind-their-men. By their

counterrevolitionary struggle to maintain and. to force

heterosexuality and: the nuclear family, they perpetuate
decadent - remnants of capitalism. To- gain their,

anti-homosexual - stance, they have used the weapons of
the oppressor, thereby becoming the agent of  the
oppressor,

It is up to men to realistically define masculinity,
because it is thev, who, throughout their lives, have

struggled to gain the unrealistic roles of “men.” Men

have always tried to reach this precarious position by
climbing on the backs of women and homosexuals.
“Masculinity” has been defined by capitalist society as
the amount of possessions (including women) a man
collects, and the amount of physical power gained over
other men. Third world ‘men have been denied even
these false standards of “masculinity.”” Anti-homosexual-
ity fosters sexual repressions, male-supremacy, weakness
in revolutionary drive, and results in an inaccurate
non-objective political prespective. Therefore, we believe
that all left-wing revolutionary groups and organizations

“must immediately establish non-discriminatory, open
admission/membership policies. The system must be

changed. Socialism is the answer.

16. We want a new society — a revolutionary socialist
society. We want liberation of humanity, free food, free
shelter, free-. clothing, free transportation, free health
care, free utilities, free education, free art for all. We
want a society where the needs of the people come first.
We believe that all people should share the labor and
products of society, according to each one's needs and
abilities, regardless of race, sex, age, or sexual

- preferences. We believe the land, technology, and the
. means of production belong to the poeple, and must be

shared by the people collectively for the liberation of 2ll.

. REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM tS THE ANSWER.

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

and program



Amor
extrafio aire
nostalgia ahuecada en un zapato de suefio
cancicn que me acuerdo con toda la letra y que canto
para m{
tmagen de compatriota brotado de ayer
un-cine lorraine, una noche de llovizna y primavera en
que la conoci con su pelo
. largo rubio
mirdndome con grufiidos desde vn cielo brumoso
y qué hay entre nosotros
3 afios
este puente roto
este rfo hondo que toca las orillas y te devuelve las
' caras
ese momento que recupero parami
si quiero imitar a jeanne moreau cantando
, y la guitarra
que mal cantabas caminando como loca con tu
portafolio y tus tesoros
lefdos en caf¥s cortados
mientras yo sofiaba con proust
y tu boca hiimeda en un taxi buscando a alicia y los
‘ pasos perdidos
pliaro desesperado
quiero verte otra vez espoleando calles escupiendo
mendigos con un brazo-de
amor L
meintras todas las mujeres te abrazan y los hombres
te lamen el ombligo
al lado de tus tetas
y tu boca se abre  * . .
y un rio de flores de saliva llueve sobre Jas piedras
que los guardias del amor custodian
verte otra vez recorriendo ojos frios y manos hﬁme_das
y tu varita mdgica en las costillas de dios
verte otra vez

verte

cuando los fnge’]es terrestres se regalen flores
y la copa brille
como un sol de agua

entre los dedos.

—N&stor Latr}_fn ico.N.Y. 70

IPOEMAas

Mi Soledad

Bendita sea la madre que me parid
Trayéndome a la soledad del mundo

a luchar contra lo que no veo

ni apenas creo

y la duda increible crecida

en el ser humano. .

Y 2penas alumbrando el corazdn sensible
Que a.poco tiempo extingue

el fuego de ta curiosidad.

rd - . .
ng batalla con la existencia!
Qué pelea perdida!

Pero
S
Que es .
la existencia

sin amor?

— Ana Sdnchez
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Our Cruising Reporter In THE Gay GHeETTO

- QUESTIONS:

(1) How would you classify yourself: bisexual, gay,
straight or other?

{(2) Whiat are your views on sexism?
[NONE of those interviewed could really define
sexism, so the reporter supplied the following
definition: Sexism is the doctrine which asso-
ciates certain traits or functions to a particulart
sex.| :

(3) What do you think of the Gay Liberation move-
ment?

EDWARD PARKER
1 bisexual, 30 years old, male
2. Theré-are natural roles that men and women can and
do assume. Women’s leeratlon is a culmination of their
boredom.,
3. Gay Liberation is coming too late in the century It
should have started around 1900 or 1492 .1t is progress
in the interest of those who want to pursue their own
sexual persuasion. We are born with the right to do as we
damn well please sexually. We shouldn’t have to have a
group like the Gay Liberation Front to re-estabiish our
- God-given right Unfortunately, we have to have this
. group and [ think it’s good that we do as long as it’s
necessary .

BILLY SOMETIMES

1. other, 30 years old, male

2. Each person has to choose the role that will satisfy
him the most America is a sexist society, although other
countries are more sexist. In general, women aren’t
oppressed; they don’t have to do a God damn thing they
don’t want to do 3. Gay Liberation is fine. They are
attracting a lot of attention A lot of the things they are
doing in the street are tawdry [f they want to achieve
their ends, they should be careful not to stage a lot of
tawdry scenes in the street .

BOBBY ROBERTS

1. gay, 20 years old, male

2. Everyone has their own natural role People are
shaped by their surroundings and what others expect
them to be Many people believe that being homaosexual
means they should display feminine traits Other people
over-compensate for what they think is their lack of
masculinity .3. I’m for liberation for everyone, not just
for any specific group. Everything should naturally be
free. Gay people oppress themselves more than other
people oppress them. Tt gay people didn’t want to
oppress themselves, they wou dn’t permit the opinions
of others to affect them.

by steve gavin

STANLEY LAUREL
1. (straight, 27 years old, male,

. 2. [ think it is fine that people are becoming aware of

the plight of women. [ don’t think there should be any
presupposed roles in a relationship: Roles were learned.
People who practice role playing are not living out their
cgo.

3. 1 don’t know too much about Gay Liberation. I don’t
disagree with what is going on in that direction. I don’t
know the freedom that they desire except that it is a
freedom, and for that reason, it’s important.

GARY NEWMAN

1. straight, 20 years old, male

2. 1t is wrong to think that each sex should have specific
functions or purposes. A majority of the people in our
society are sexist. 3. Gay Liberation is a good idea. Gay
People are an oppressed people. I don’t think that
homosexunals should make physical advances toward
people that are straight. It’s perfectly O.K. to have
relationships with each other.I think that the paranoia of
straight people in this society is more or less caused by a
fear of being homosexual themselves. -

GEORGE NEILSON

1. straight, 16 years old, mate

2. A girtl who does the sarmme work as a man should get
the same wages. Differences in capabilities between sexes
is due to trainin, but women are physically weaker than
men. Basically, women can do what they want, although
there is some discrimination against them. 3. Being gay is
up to the individual. Gay people try to be effeminate; it
is their right to be what they want. They should not be
put down for being gay. They should have equal job
opportunity and be free ta display their affections

openly.

RON DANIELSI. straight, 25 years old, male

2. Women dominate my life more than other men There
are functions that are femninine My woman should do
my cooking unless [ got achateau briande that | want to
cook in wine sauce, I don’t think sexism is oppressive to
women. 1 think they need to feel fulfilled .Women want
to be responsible for creating your environment. I'm
against job discrimination for women. 3. Gay people
should be able to do what they want to without getting
busted. They shouldn’t be embarrassed. I don’t think
they get as much harrassment as peace marchers though,

P

DAVID HOYT

1. straight, 21 years old, male

2.'m for Women's Liberation us long as it’s not a
halfway thing. It has to be on a much larger scale rather
than on a self-centered buasis.

3. Homosexuals are fine as long as they don't try to
bring vou over to their thing. It's a matter of getting rid
of personal hangups that vou might have on the subject
50 that you can be completely objective about the sub-
ject.

JOHN SELBY

1. gay, 22 vears old, male
2. Sexism is too confusing. There’s no room for imagina-
tion. I think Women's Liberation is hypocritical. I think
they’re fighting for something they don’t need. I don't
fee! that women are oppressed.
3. ’m glad that Gay people are fighting for what they
believe in. I think there’s a lot of discrimination against
Gay people, especially in other parts of the country. It's
more tolerated in New York and California. I don’t know
very much about the Gay Lik~ration movement.

WILLIAM STEIN

1. bisexuval, 30 years old, male

2.1 think people are entitled to their rights as man and
woman, and one should not be subservient to the other.
Women are born with instincts to bear children and to be
mothers. Man is born with natural instincts to provide
food and shelter for himself and others. There are very
few other things which are naturally associated with a
person’s sex.Their behaviour as sexual creatures is mostly
determined by their environment. Women are discrimina
ted against because of their sex. There is a constant bat-
tle between the sexes for domination,

3. Homosexuality is basically a pathological condition.
People should be free to live as they choose. A person’s
sexuality is basically determined in early childhood.

DAVID NICHOLS

1. other, 24 years oid, male

2. Physically, there is a sexual difference between sexes
and people should look like their sex. It turns me off to
see a chick walking like an athlete. Other than appear-
ance, sex rtoles are absurd,

3. Gay people are really getting fucked up by the Estab:
lishment — maybe by everybody, unconscmusly All Li-
beration movements should come together. It sort of
makes me feel jolly when I think of Gay Liberation. It's
hard to visualize Gay people having a liberation mave,
ment. It’s a nice thing to happen.

49 LETTER FF!DM CUBA......

Third day at sea. So much has been happenmg that-
it's hard to sit down and write. When we arrived in St.

John, we found besides the three GLF males from New -

. York City there was only one GLF male from Chicago.
No women. The GLF people from San Francisco all
dropped out because of police repression there.
However, there are now 2 more gay males and one gay
woman in on gay caucus. There are also a few straight
men who are wearing G.L.F. buttons and we generally
have strong support from almost all of the women and a
great number of men. There are many people who are
going to come out on this trip.

The Cubans are freaked. Yesterday, two G.L.F.
people had a talk with a Young Communist (member of
Cuban Youth Organization). One of them will write
about that. Elaine is also going to write,

At 6:00 in the evening we hear the news broadcast
from Havana in Spanish and English. The women’s strike
in the U.5. has been given wide publicity in Cuba. We
also heard about the explosion in Madison Square. At
the end of the newscast, a Cuban orchestra played a song*
which they dedicated to us on the boat, It's really far
out.

September 7: Havn't written for some time due to a-
real tack of time. There is so much to do. today is the
first day of our second week of work— its hard work hut
its the main thing that holds us together. People are
beginning to listen to each other again. The tensions of
last week were "incredible | and they were with us 24
hours a day. t's a good thing we’re way out in the
middle of ncwhere because it looked for a bit as though
we were on the verge of a 6-way war. Blacks vs. Puerto
Ricans and Chicanos vs. Whites,Men vs. women, etc..
Because we have the support of almost all of the white
people {weak though it may be for many),G.L.F became
a sort of "“white’" issu=. There are 3rd world gay people
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on ..c Brigade, but they are mostly very closety and
tend to be the mast vocal in opposition to the “bullshit
movements”-i.e.Women’s Lib and Gay Lib. This week
things have cooled off on all sides.The Cubans have said
that all they recognize in this situation is one total
brigade. Any group of people may meet as they wish,
but only in the work cadres can decisions affecting the
brigade be made. I'm glad of that.

it's so difficult to write everything down—it's so
completely different here. When we arrived in Havana
the docks were crowded with people  dancing and
singing, All of us on the boat were doing the same. We
took buses from Havana across Havana Province to
board another boat to take us to the Isle of Pines. In all,
the little towns along the way were signs saying
"“Welcome Venceremos Brigade.” People in the streets
everywhere to greet us. Last weekend we visited two'
towns on the island. We are left free to go wherever we
please during these visits, unescorted, and to talk with
anyone. People ask us into their houses everywhere, The
cultural differences here in the countryside are very
great but aside from feeling sexually repressed,(and |
think all Cubans are sexually repressed due to a cultural
lag}, | am getting a real sense of freedom. We are going
to write an article collectively this week and send it with
Cuban diplomatic materials to the U.N. They will

- forward it to you from the U.N. It will probably get

there before this letter which must g0 by way of Spain.
The stamps on the envelope,like everything else here,
were free. Money is just ahout useless on the lsle of
Pines. You must go on the next hrigade. To really see
and experience socialism will blow vour mind. We are

going to spend 1 week with the Vietnamese, Laotians and

Cambodians as well as Tupamaros, ‘Brazilians, Bolivians,
e1c. Too much!!



ONE MAN’S GAY LIBERATION

My ftirst contact with Gay Liberation came in San
Francisco in August. | discovered their phone number in
the back of the Berkfey Barb called and was invited to
dinner to the gay commune that serves as the centre for
the local GLF.

That commune is a huge deserted warehouse in one
of the flat frame-house areas of San Francisco {a city
where the richer you are, the higher you live}), About
twenty or so people lived in the house, both men and

women, and, despite its name, both gay and straight.

The cooking is communal, improved by the fact that
Califarnia-has perhaps the best surplus fruit in the world.
It took some time to find the man with whom | had
spoken on the phone - so fluctuating was the
popuiation that not everyone knew each other’s name —
but he finally surfaced from a long, dope-induced sleep
and decided to take me round to meet the San Francisco
GLF President, Who was watching television with his
flat-mates, a remarkably conventional-looking man, for
all the world like a bank clerk, except that he was stark
naked.

A few days later, | attended a National Student Gay
Liberation conference in the offices of SIR, down there
amidst the winos and prostitutes south of Market St.
The conference was called and dominated by Charles P.
Thorp, who had founded Gay Lib at San Francisco

State, not without opposition from an already uptight

administtation, and was attended by representatives
from about twenty campuses, mainly on the West Coast
but including Nebraska, Virginia and Texas. Only a
couple of delegations included women, '

| had spent considerable time in the States before,
much of it with gay people (in fact, gay men}. My
strongest first impression of Gay Liberation was that
these were different to the gay men | had encountered
before, without any of the mannerisms or appearance
that we traditionally associate with gay people. Indeed,
in many ways they seemed far closer to their straight
counterparts in the radical movement than to non-
radical gays, and much of the discussion at the
conference refated to the Amerikan crisis rather than to
the specifics of gay oppression.

Gay people have traditionally been plagued by a sense
of guilt and setf-hatred that has been responsible for
many of the aspects we have presenied to the straight
warld, Perbaps the worst pari of our appression is that
we have come to accept the straight view of ourselves,
and even some of the older homophile groups tended to
be apologetic and self-effacing in demanding equal
rights, rather as if they were not certain whether the
psychiatrists might not be right after all, and we really
are pathologically disturbed. “Blatant is beautiful,”
stated Charles, thus expressing the demand for
acceptance for what we are, rather than for our ability
10 successfully imitate what the straight world would
like 10 have us be.

As u conference measred by conventional criteria, it
achieved very little; no motions were passed or position
papers issued. As a personal experience for me, and |
imaging fqr most of those who participated, it was
rewarding largely because of the new image we were
forging. | understood then how blacks had felt when the
first demands for 'Black Power’ surfaced, and why the

liberal arguments about expediency and political sense -

seemed so largely irrevelant. To be gay, and to be proud
of that, is both a non-negotiable demand and a necessary
pre-requisite for any political movement,

I was n California when Huey Newton made his
statement on Gay and Women’s Liberation, and the
metaphor of the faggot as nigger tended to dominate our

consciousness at the meeting. This was also the time of

the picket line at Macy's, protesting entrapment in the
men’s room, and | joined that line one day, moving in a
small circle amidst the elegant downtown shoppers who
seemed bewildered rather than hostile. Indeed, perhaps
the most hostile were the well-groomed and obviously
homaosexual men whe came by, averting their heads least
they be recognized; “Why don’t you get back to your
closets™ 1 could hear them hissing.

by DENNIS ALTMAN

From San Francisco, | came to New York cia Los
Angeles and New Orleans, almost compulsively following
the gay circuit immortalized by John Rechy. If San
Francisco had been for me the first introduction to gay
liberation, New Orleans was a reminder of the realities of
gay life as most of us have experienced it; the French
Quarter, where the straight tourists come to have all
their stereotypes reinforced by drag shows, the bars,
with their uptight and vaguely hostile ambiance, the
hustlers on the street was far more like gay life as | have
known it, both here and in Australia, than was the
conference experience in San Francisco.

" But my last night in New Orleans | spent with Peter,

who came from Savannah, Georgia and hustled, who was
lonely and vulnerable, and we went together around the
bars, drinking and playing the juke boxes, enjoying the
transitory warmth of each other's company. Which |
rernember when | hear brothers put. down hustlers...

| have now been in New York six weeks, but thisis a
New York differnet to the city | had known on previous
visits. Then gay life for me meant bars and bath houses,
neither of which | much enjoyed, and while | was lucky
and met some gay men whom | could love, by and large,
{ kept my gay life apart from my straight, concealing
what is central 1o myself from people whom | now know
would have accepted me more easily had | been open.

‘Needless to say, it was a gay life that afmost totally.

excluded gay women, and one of the tragedies of the
traditional gay life is the extent to which it built and
perpetuated barriers between gay women and men,

In six weeks | have been enly ance to a gay bar, and
that was with someone | loved for a time, and to dance.

Much of my time has been spent in the gay movement — °

at meetings, at rapsessions, at dances, on the streets. |
still see my straight friends, but | am open with them
about my homosexuality, and when 1 feel oppressed by
them — as when | am asked to dinner by myself while
straights are asked to “bring someone’ — | tell them.
The gay community in New York has become for me
just that; 1 walk through the Village and | see peopie
whom | know, even if anly by sight, and | feel | belong.
Moreover, my contacts with gay people are far richer
and maore diverse than ever before, for they are no longer
restricted bysex as the scle motivating force; | know
women and transvestites and 1 find myself struggling to
understand them and their experience in a way | never
could before.

Aithough | have only been here'a short time, | feel
very much part of the new gay consciousness; | have
grown enormously in the past six weeks, and | have, |
hope, learnt much. If | am critical of some aspects of the
gay movement, it is criticisin -that comes from within,
and with the hope of improving ourselves in the future.

I regret the lack of contact that seems ta exist
between GAA and GLF. [ say this with no knowledge of
the history of this split, but with some knowledge of
both groups and with friends who align with each. To
me the two are complementary, not rivals, {Although |
am conscious that it is far easier to write this for aman
tham a woman; it is impossible to ignore the extent to
which GAA is male-dominated, and | do not see any
easy solution to this) Each fulfills different functions; it
would | think be silly to deny that GAA has a _certain
political efficacy, just as | would hope they can
recognize the extent to which GLF and the various
groupa it has spawned — Radicalesbians, Gay Youth,
Third World Gay Revolution, STAR, and Gay Night —
has provided a means whereby gay people can redefine
themselves and come to terms with the extent to which
we have internalized the shit straight society has thrown
at us. | value the sensibility that GLF has taught me
toward racism, sexism, etc., but | would wish we could
combine this with some of the sense of political efficacy
of GAA. ‘ :

These reflections are sparked off by the incidents at
NYU. | feel particularly close to this issue, because 1

" teach at a university, and the issue concerned me both as

a gay person and as someone concerned immediately
with the need to redefine the role and function of the
academic life. | had no hesitation in fully supporting the
original claims against the University; | too am oppressed
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and degraded when the University declares its intention
to examine the validity of my life style {but not, as a
letter 10 a student paper pointed out, that of the U.S.
military who are freely allowed on campus.) | am more
ambivalent about some of the latter demands that were
made, particularly those that involve the concept of
‘community control.’ | am committed to
student/teacher control, and | have some reservations
about how far this should be limited by the demands of
the community. God knows, our universities have
suffered enough by accepting outside standards — 1
would restore academic autonomy rather than merely
shifting the groups to whom the university is held to be

. responsible.

More importantly in the case of NYU, we threw away
a great issue mainly, | believe, because we failed to
appreciate fully the nature of a university. | was upset
by the way in which so many in the community seemed
to ignore the University GSL., instead of regarding them
as the logical and natura! leaders in such a situation. |
admire and respect the street transvestites, but | would
have preferred to have followed NYU gay students, just
as | would expect to follow the fead of STAR in an issue
that related directly to them.

To many in the Movement this will seem an elitist
position, one that ignores the community’s rights
vis-a-vis NYU. | am less certain of these than most {nor
am | at all sure, as was claimed by sorne of the rhetoric,

. that the University has 'taken over’ our community. |

suspect NYU long preceeded the gay community in the
Village.) But there are pragmatic considerations as well.
The University not only oppresses us, it also over-ruled a
legitimate student body decision and, putting it at its
most charitable, was inconsistent in what it told its own
people. Here was a perfect issue to forge a student/gay
caalition, and reach large numbers of students with some
understanding of our position at the same time. There
are various ways in which this might have been done,
and | do not want to start prescribing for the past, which
is always easy and invariably futile. | do regret that we
did not seek 1o do this, that we did not open up the
opportunities for dialogue that were there. Few groups

" are both as oppressed by sexism and as open to

liberation as that of the college students, and in the long
run, this could have been far more significant than
winning the sub-basement.

Qur evaluation fo any political movement will be
highty colored by what it means 1o us personally, To me
Gay Liberation has been maost significant because it has
helped me confront and accept my homosexuality, and
whether objectively there is declining oppression or not,
{ am grateful to Gay Lib. for that. Not that | had not
seen myself as ‘liberated’ before; over the past year | had
indeed come to a position where | no longer lived in a
closet {or perhaps, more honestly, where | kept the
closet door slightly ajar} and | guess | thought of myself,
with ail the smugness this suggests as pretty well
-adjusted. How far | have to go in really liberating myself
myself my experience in Gay Liberation has made clear,
But this experience in has made me glad to be a
homosexual, for the experience has given me insight into
the human potential | had previously tacked.

Ultimately, 1 feel { may come to love both men and
womnen, and | am hesitant in saying this only hecause |
feel that protestations of bi-sexuality are too often a
cop-out. {Think, for instance, of Gore Vidal.) “Sex is
love,” chalked up the little boy | saw in Washington
Square Park last Saturday. Uniike Playboy.and much of’
Hollywood | don't think this is so, and it Gay Liberation
has taught me anything, it has taught me to love more
easily, and perhaps to move to a position where | could
love people for what they are rather than for their
genitals. Gay Liberation may have achieved its full
pote itial when it is no longer needed, for we see each
other . ither as men and women, gay and straight, but
purely a. people with infinite possibilities. 1t is the fate
of the Negro, James Baldwin once wrote, to carry the
burden of both white and black Americans, It may be

the fate of homosexuals to liberate both gays and
straight,



So did we.

Afeni IS our sister -

A lot more than she is yours.
Then we went to ours,

But you went home

To your safe -

White FATHER-country radlcal
Apartment/Office/Closet
Where you probably discussed
More malefabstract theory,
Not to the streets

Not to the side of the faggots .

To the White FATHER -country radicals:

1 was once one of you.
1 played straight
And fought for the Panthers’ manhood,

And the liberation of Cuba’s Socialist Man, And lesbians.

But never for myself Afraid?

My “fucked-up™ faggot self Or is our struggle
Or my faggot brothers “Coritroversial?-
Or my lesbian sisters . YAWF?

Or the transvestites.

I hid

Because [ feared to be

The butt of your jokes,

But then I could hold back my

Women’s Union?
Hiding ini the ¢loset!

Okay
There isn’t much left for us to do

To pick up the gun
Against we the people.

Now, I’ve tried to educate you,
Tried to tell you of our struggle

We' been to

Venceremos

Newsreel Men

NYU Student Liberation Front

Revolutionary Peoples’ Constltut:onal Conventmn
But where are you?

The Panthers are taking the thit
For us and for you

.-And | think you're willing
To let it stay that way
(Excepting Weatherpeople).

Yesterday, we had an action:
Noon, 3 p.m., 8 pm.

Three actions so

Everyone could come:
Student, worker, street person
Even revolutiopist.

- Where were yqu?

Convers_ation.“m

when the sun drops into the ocean
the birds splash tropical colors against the green dark
of trees

stretches
revolution

a Rousseau painting

reciprocity

the stretching bone of pregnant women
the DOB library

a youth (the young superstar
of GayYouth, perhaps)
{screams)

no, no

help

nooooo!!!

no, help

they’re trying to cram it down our throats
(stops, spits — something white

cum, perhaps or vomits)

because I don’t know

Idon’t . know what this poem is about

Panthers, the Qakland raid, Revolution, and,
Lifestyles of the Alternate Cuiture

when the sun drops into the ccean
the birds splash tropical colors against the green dark
of trees

the beauty of a woman’s back
it always gets me in the stomach, you know,
breathless screaming in the pit

stommach rises, falls

to stretch across

membrance clings to bone white with des1re

~Sorel David
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You went to the Panther demo in the morning.

Rage . We aren’t coming to you on our knees!
No longer, and [ Either you fall in line «
Came Qut, -Or you'd better be ready

I Am Sailing on an Ancient Lake

Tam sailing on an ancient lake

.- collecting passengers wherever I may.
Who will come to ride in my small boat?
"How long will you stay and
where shall [ let you off?

:The sun is setting
and the water is too beautiful
to leave alone.

I want to jump in and join
its friendly ripples

but T must wait until my

 last passenger is let off

and I am finally left alone

stripped of all

but the sails of my small boat.

So you, strange passenger,
where shall [ let you off,

" . _how long will you remain?

“When I know you better

we can swim in the water together,
but most probably I shall
have to let you off

and set off again alone,

e aren't because we can t
We can’t because

The Panthers will not free us.
" They can’t,

. Only we can free ourselves,
And we will,

- Over your dead bodies,

If that’s the way you want it.

White Panthers, if you ever say
“Keep your assholes tight”
- Again

You're gonna die.

Some of you pigs
Came when we rioted

And you got high on the trashing

Not on the people’s fight.

.- You-don’t give a damn

About the people

Or what we need right now

Only about your orgasm

Your brick/cock breakmg/fuckmg a window/woman
And somehow
You're on our side?

Ylpples we faggots are not “w:shy-washy
We are capable of love

That’s soft, “loose-ass,”

Capable of receiving a cock

And that makes us strong,

We and the sisters will be together K
Sooner or later ‘
Because. our battle is the same.

‘But about you

Cock-privileged pigs

-Welve got questions,

Watch your $tep, honey.

—~ Bob Bland

— Perry Brass




*8o you're for the revolution.”
somebody always seems to say,
rubbing his white male macho hands,
“Well, then, it's time to get serious. you know
It hiedd to come to this—
it’s going on all over the globe,”
—as if 1 didn’t know

the whole third world is going up in flames
and unless they win, the species is in danger,

imperialism the ecocidal enemy, in fact,
of all lite everywhere.

OK, if that’s what you mean, right on, etcetera,

| say,
but what’s the catch?

“Nothing, ¢xcept that, of course,

to be on our side, on the side of the people,

you’ll certainly be willing to give up

certain little quirks

that hinder atl of us from getting down
to maximum work

in the minimum of time left to us.”

Quirks?

“Well, like your homosexuality, like wearing
your hair too long,like acting—well, just
generally being effeminate, unmanly;
that gets the people uptight as much as

women wanting to be engineers or something,

We don’t have time for games.”

Sorry to report this typically tiresome stereotype

of a thousand conversations
but it’s exuctly here that | say
AbelthLly not!!!
and he says, “Utopian faker,
faggot, fairy, fuck off,”
and I do.

Because my revolution is to the left of his,

because his would preserve the old Prison of Gender

which brutalizes
millions of people. its inmates, daily,

because he would actually jail me for being queer

as so0n as he wds in power:

md thercfore it had better not bL him who wins,

my comrades, it had better be all of us
who refuse to settle for .
ensluvement as the price of treedom,
who will fight and die—and win—

Many of us seem to think we must choose between
two extreme public roles which are extensions of the
sexist attitudes of society. Instead of exploring the full
range of our sexuality, we narrowly define ourselves in
terms of masculinity and femininity, having been well
indoctrinated into thinking of all people in this rather
naive and simplistic way,

The straight world has told us that if we are not
masculine we are homosexusal, that to be a homosexual
means not to be masculine.

Five and ten years ago, we often chose to emphasize
the feminine aspect of our personalities, Camp was the
language of the timé in gay bars. Sharp tongues. Limp
wrists. Tight pants, Miss Thing was very popular then.
We called each other she and her. We were bold enough
10 come out of ocur closets. We flaunted our
haomosexuality while others more fearful and more
conservative still hid in the shadows, embarrassed by the
spectacie they saw.

The hip movement shattered the former all-american
male look. We began to see ourselves differently. Many
of us our now emphasizing the masculine aspect of our

personalities. Biue workshirts and bellbottom jeans. We

are eager to prove our manliness. Some of us are
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particularly intrigued by the - super-masculine image;
once considered the opposite we were attracted io, it has
now become the modei we imitate.

One of the things we must do is o redefine ourselves
as homgsexuals., We are not non-heterosexuals. We are
not non-men. We should not think of ourselves as the
negative side of whatever roles white, male heterosexugls
have laid down. We are not the rejects of their world. We
are equals. We are who we ‘are, neither. completely
separate from straights nor an extension, of their society.
When we achieve -our freedom as homosexuals,
heterosexual men will also begin to liberate. themselves.

We came to GLF because it was not just a social club
but an arganization of radical homosexual women and
men. An organization that is against the appression of
gays and other minority pegples. We are against the war.
We are for a new society of love and freedom, humanely
ordered. The issues which drew us to'GLF are movement
issues. We are not. satisfied with reformation of the
present system but demand a complete transformation
of society, which must begin-with.oursstves,

What is strange is that we have been relating to each
other as if we were heterosexual men instead of radical

»

homosexuals. As if our homosexuality were an -

FLAMING

for exactly wna. we are and want
and have a right to
and nothing less:

- a revolution total and permanent and néver-ending.

To say it one last time, wiping out the kinds of
human want the rich white straight man
has afflicted the world with -
will be easy once we win_
the worldwide war against his madness
and are free
to begin the work of revolution itself.

Who among us wouldn’t volunteer for that?

who wouldn’t put in whatever hours are needed
in whatever free fields and factories
until we get the whole species
on a non-crisis basis, everyone having
enough to eat, enough of everything.

But with all of our liberated machines and

-imaginations, that would require everyone

in the world—a statistical fact—
to “work™ seyeral whole
hours a week. Gladly, gladly—
because everything would belong
to us—and no one
could fire us or starve us
or jail us or anything.

But my revoiution is beyond that.

Mine catches glimpses of what we couid be

.when there is no more religion or family or

male domination
Or Mmoney or property or mine or yours or
forced obedience
when women are free
not only to shape their own lives
but to realize a visionof liberation
that will shape the lives of all of us
when men are able
to hug and kiss bdbles not for show,
but able to care for’them in every sense
and for each other

.when I’'m no longer called queer

for wishing my father had held me
with a love like that,

for loving still any rare stray
glimmer of tenderness in a man,

for wanting to touch that transmutation
i the flesh, but only to share,
not to hoard, such a miracle

when 1 no longer have to suspect myselt of bemg

resistant to struggle

for wanting the collective help -
of iny brothers
in fighting my own male supremucy,

E SEARCH FOR

accidenta! common interest and the last thing we are
willing to deal with. If we no longer cruise bars because
realize our oppression there and we no longer cruise the
other traditional cruising places, we have turned to GLF
for an alternative but pretend sex is unimportant to our
lives. Yet it is very important. We must not
compartmentalize it; we must integrate it into our total
being.

Whether we are willing to admit it even to ourselves,
each of us has come to GLF because we are gay and
eager to relate to other gay men, not only politically but
also socially and sexually. Yet so much of our energy has
been taken up by secondary issues. All issues nat
directly concerned with gay liberation and our own
personal liberation must be considered secondary. This
does not mean we should ignore the. other important
minorities around us. What it does mean is getting our
own heads together before going ocut to help other
people beyond our own immediate shpere of concern.
We must help ourselves before we can begin to help
them,

A lot of rhetoric at general meetings seems to be a
way of avoiding the areas we should concentrate on
now. How we see ourselves as gcy men. How we can



FAGGOTS

for wanting to embrace in real arms
all comrades brave enough
to risk with me )
the righting of old old wrongs,
no more the victimizer and victim,
leader and ed,
lover and loved one.

Listen! No matter how powerless we are as yet,
both our pain and our demands
give us every right to face any
roundtrip U.S. cane-cutter who tells us
we don’t know what it’s like
to be oppressed. He’s really talking about
his own white butch self, marking himself
as a collaborator in our oppression, signer
of the current Gender Nonaggression Pact
with the likes of David Rockefeller.
Machismo is fascism, as the sisters
of the Young Lords Party have said.

—All the more reason why we have to get ready.
The enemy thinks that our demands aren’t
important, that we won’t fight for them
By Any Means Necessary,
that we will go on being that meek and unarmed
people who “are slaves or are subject
to slavery at any given moment.”

We’d better make The Man understand
right now

how wrong he is.

We’re fighting the total fight
in which it remains to be seen

whether he can ever be
part of the solution
in any revolutionary future,

Because we’re the majority—and we’re rising up, .
we're on the move:
we’re all those people
who can’t and won’t and mustn’t
fit into his pattern

- of white male sado-dominance,

though we have so far been
psychically lobotomized by him,
gang-raped in prison and the army,
fired from jobs or refused them, blackmailed,
extorted, jeered at, beaten up, spit on,
and finding no relief in alcoholism, addiction,
self-mutilation, delusions of grandeur,
no relief in his hireling psychiatrists
who get rich telling us it’s all personal,
not political—our fault, not his—
our hang-up, our guilt, our shame
—no wonder we are finally driven to suicide
when we see no way out of his lies.

flaming faggots collective poenm

When witches were burned in the middle ages,
the Inquisitors ardered the good burghers

(all of them men, of course)
to scour the dungeons for jailed queers, :
drag them out and tie them together in bundles,
mix them in with bundles of wood

at the feet of the woman,
and set them on fire

to kindle a flame

foul enough for a witch to burn in.

The sticks of wood in bundles like that

were called faggots

-and that's what they called the queers, too,

and call us still,

meaning our extinction, our complete extermination,
androcide and gynomde their one response to

any heretical blasphemy against

a god-given manliness.

Isn’t it time we said ves,
yes to faggot, =

proud to reclaim our martyrs
-~ —who else will have them, or feel their pain
but we brother-lovers, we flaming faggots who

embrace the coal of final rebellion,
women already ablaze, .
we catch fire from them this time, -
a whole planet groaning with relief

as the bonds of

an expiring masculinity
glow like wicks, then break,
slipping from all our backs.

N~
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In that holocaust, 1 will risk my whole self

and body )
even should I perish.

My melting flesh— -

My screams are only

the death of everything they stand for.
My pain short-circuits so quickly

I can’t believe it.

My hand is a trellis of fire.

I can do it. It’s easier than 1 thought.
The crisp;odorhas stopped.

It’s they who are falling away,
perishing, our liberation their execution,
My screams are bullets,

blood stuttering through their skin.

I can’t hear my own words anymore
except that [ think we must all

still be chanting, demanding, welcoming

freedom freedom freedom
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relate to each other. How we can relate to gay women
and gay third world people. The first men’s meeting
brought some of these problems more to the surface but
again they became submerged in the endless discussions
about what we should or should not be doing. We have
to struggle to go beyond the words which continue to
divide us.

Many of our gay sisters and brothers who have come
to Sunday night meetings have been scared away by
what they have seen and heard there. It is difficult to get
any kind of understanding of what GLF "is about by
sitting as a spectator on a battlefield. Some stay and
fight, more walk away hoping to find a more peaceful
scene. There seem to be few women left who are relating
to these meetings because they cannot stand to hear the
men fighting with one another.

We haven’t gone far from the way we have treated
each other in the bars, except that the silent hostility
which is a part of the cruising game is expressed more
openly at meetings. We are still suspicious of each other,
We are very defensive. Extremely competitive. If we call
ourselves brathers, perhaps we should think incest, use
sex to bring us together, to bhind us closer, both
physically and emotionally,

\/0/)) -‘fi?) fé}(l—s

Wnawever we do, we have to go beyond our narrow
roles to include both “the masculine and femninine
components of our personalities. To be a man,~in
straight society, is to be only half 2 human being, to be
hard, tough, violent, aggressive, competitive, controlling.
We must_explore the other part of ourselves, be soft,
tender, peaceful, anaggressive, cooperative, yielding.

I think every GLF man should see Psrformance, not
just to look at Mick Jagger who is beautiful in the film,
but to see the exploration of sexual roles which is what
it's all about. ChaslJames Fox) is the super-stud
gangster, the epitome of the male fmage n this country.
Turner (Mick Jagger) breaks all the rules as a man who is
both male and female at different times and at the same-
time. Chas is an assasin  whose Final\ answer is death.
Turner wants to achieve total understandmg of life.
They are afraid of one- another in the beginning, but
come to love one another in. their own individual ways.
And the roles they play.constantly change.

As a rock star, Jagger pruposely blurs the line
separating the artificial categories, we know as masculine
and feminine, by projecting a duo-sexual image when he
performs. Perhaps that’s the ultimate goal for all of us,
the way we can totalize our full range. of sexuality. It's

e

something to think about. In order to achieve liberation,
we must always be open 1o change.

This is something that can be further explored in
conciobisness-raising groups and gestalt encounter
groups. Tools we can all use to expand our awareness of
what gay liberation means. Those who can commit
themselves to a full-time struggle can deal even more
fully with all aspects of liberation by joining together in
living collectives. We need parties and dances and
picnics as well as more demonstrations and other street

© actions, events for GLF members, as well as for the gay -

community, not to close ourselves off from other people

“but to give ourselves an opportunity to get to krow gach

other better, to build greater trust among ourselves, to

"establish a more solid base from which we can reach out

to our gay brothers and sisters outside of GLF.

We must come together in every way possible and this
includes sex which is not something ugly and
objectifying but a beautiful gesture, a fantastic
expression of love, of care and concern for other men’
fike ourselves. We must learn new ways 1o touch one
another and be touched by each other. Liberation means
to be who we are, to be total human beings and to relate
to others in a totally human way, to live as completely
as possible in the kind of world we envision for:
ourselves,
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