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WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT? 

Associated Student Bodies is about being gay in a straight world. 

Growing up gay can be a frightening experience, as anyone who 
has been there can tell you. Having a secret that you dare not 
share, especially with those closest to you (friends and parents), 

is a very lonely thing. Even if you don’t yet realize why you're 
different, there is a feeling of isolation and I-don't-belong-here 
I's not a pleasant experience, and is not an experience anyone 

would choose willingly, or wish upon anyone else 

Sometimes though, if you're very, very lucky, a situation or 
supportive friends will come along, and the burden of “the 
secret” can be lifted. This can be a time of joy, and a wild 
emotional roller coaster. The highs are very high indeed, and 
the lows can really hurt too. 

In Associated Student Bodies, we'll follow Our Hero, Daniel, 

though his awakening, We hope you'll laugh with him, share his 
happiness, and empathize with him when times are rough 
Associated Student Bodies is not a shoot-em-up slam-bang 
adventure. It's about people. 

We hope to run Associated Student Bodies through to eight 
issues. After that, who knows? Associated Student Bodies: The 
Animated Movie? Yeah, suuuure. 

WHO ARE THESE STRANGE CHARACTERS? 

We don’t intend this to be a “true-to-life” story... at least, not all 

the time! Daniel's cohorts are a crazy bunch, and while they're 
based on certain stereotypes, you'd probably never actually see 
so many oddballs gathered together in one place (except, 
maybe, at a Gay Pride rally or a Democratic Party convention) 
or acting quite like some of the more... flamboyant members of 

the Associated Student Bodies cast. Most gay men are really very 
mainstream, but it’s the fringe clement that makes for good 

storytelling and humor. 

Believe us, some of Danicl’s friends here are pretty far out. We 
love ‘em anyway. 

HEY, WHAT ABOUT CONDOMS? 

You might notice that in Asscciated Student Bodies, we usually 

don't depict our male characters using condoms. This is a 
conscious choice. We believe that our readership is intelligent 

enough to not take a comic book as the guide to safer sex, and 
since this is a work of fantasy anyway, we can idealize enough to 
“wish away” the spectre of AIDS and hepatitis. After all, it’s a 
multispecies world, and nasty social diseases like that just 
wouldn't get a foothold. 

Just in case, though, we'll repeat the message you should 
already have burned into your brains: There is no such thing as 
“absolutely safe sex", regardless of the gender mix. However, 
using a condom makes sex a much safer activity, and because 
we care about our readers and want to be selling you comics for 
years to come, we ask that you always make use of a condom in 
your intimate moments. 

WHO'S RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS? 

Associated Student Bodies is a collaboration between Lance 
Rund and Chris McKinley, that came about one fine night on 

FurryMUCK (an online roleplaying game populated by fuzzballs 
such as Daniel and his friends). What started out as a joke 

("Hey, would this be a funny picture to draw?”) has gotten 
totally out of hand. Lance is a software engineer who knows 
better than to quit his day job (make money on independent 
comics? HA!), and Chris is a college student who hopes to 
someday be an animator (and for this reason, is working 
through a pen name... the animation industry is still a very 
bizarre mixture of free thinking and inconceivably 
narrowminded prudishness). 

1 CAN'T GET ENOUGH OF THIS FINE STORY! 

WHERE CAN I BUY A.S.B. STUFF? 

Whoa, slow down! We just got started! The Associated Student 

Bodies soda-can insulators and rocket-powered pogo sticks 
come out next year, 

In the mean time, come visit us at our web site at: 

hutp:/www.arclight.net/asb 

See you in 90. 

ay radeley 
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1A SORRY WE 
CAN'T STAY TO GET 

YOU SETTLEO IN. 



OH, REALLY? WELL, LEME SO... YOURE A 
YOU WITH THAT... THOSt ~ FRESHMAL 













‘SO, WHERE 
YOU STAYING? REALLY! 

THAT'S WHERE I'M 
AT! WHICH ROOM 

2087 WOW, THATS 
RIGHT DOWN THE 

HALL FROM ME. SO, 
HAS ANYBODY TOLD 
YOU ABOUT HILLARD 

PWELL, ACCUALLY, | 1D 
SEE SOMETHING.,, THIS 
TIGER, ANO THIS DEER, 

[urm... NO. WELL, THE RA. DIO 
TELL ME IT WAS KINDA WEIRD, 

BUT SHE DIDN'T SAY HOW. ITS LIKE THAT FOR 
ALOT OF THE 
GUYS THERE IN 
HILLARD EAST. 

THEM, THEY JUST 
LIKE EACH OTHER 

- 
OON'T WORRY, THEY 

{ WON'T BOTHER YOU 

IF YOU DONT WANT. AFTER ALL, THEY 
THEYRE NICE GUYS] PRETTY MUCH LEAVE 

‘ ME ALON 

Grew 4 





IVIE NURRVERRE KNOWN 
ANYONE'S WHOS GAY. 





BO WHATS HS 
MEETING ALL 

ABOUT, ANYWAY? 

HEY, GUTS, 
TWAB FOR THE 

CORMA MEETING, 

3 sa 

aa 
[ Surrossory ins FoR Us ALUN] FRANKLY, | HAVE NO ‘But AT LEAST YOO 

TO #EET EACH OTHER, OA... NOTHING BVER GET 10 S66 WHAT 
HAPPENS WITH IT WAihe mertras 

YOURSELF NTO. 









/ eu. Ire causeo me AFD | 
AS... BUT ALL IN ALL, ITS) 

NO BIG CE. HERE ARE MORE 
THINGS W LIFE TH 



GAVE IT ALOT OF 
THOUGHT... 

ET aE /, 
YOU MEAN GUIS <> 

WELL... NOT REALLY ‘| 
WEAN, THERE WAS TAS GIRL 
INMIGH SCHOOL, BUT... WE 

ION'T GO, UH, ALL THE WAY, 











Ore (TS 10u. 
MYA! YEAM,! 

PROBLEMS GETTING 
USED TO ANEW BED 

ANO ALL THAT, 

ey, 
9 

FOURE GONNA HAVE 
TO GET USED TOLWING 

THOUT MUCH 
PRIVACY... THATS UFE Lf 

IN THE CORMS. 4 

ME GUYS GET ALITTLE 
BIT FRISKY HERE I THe 
SHOWER SOMETIVES. 

YOUR OWN! JUST REMErBER, 
THE BOYS WILL BACK OFF IF 
YOU TELUEM THEYRE GOCD 

THE NEXT COUPLE OF 
OAYS WEL BE SO BUSY 
YOULL MAROLY NOTICE 
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1 CASE YOU HAVEN’ 
NOTICED, GUTE A 
FEW OF THE Guys 
AROUND HERE FINN? 
YOU ATTRACTIVE. 

TTHrux ITD BE A 
GOCO IDEA IF 
YOU DID THEK 

LOOK, SCONER OR 
LATER SOMEONES 

GOWS TO GO BEYOND 
FLIRTING AND ASK YOU 

ANSWER. AND IF ITY 
THE RIGHT ONE, CUD 

GETTER START PLANNING 
FOR IT NOW, RATHER THAN 
THE HEAT OF THE MOMENT, 

YOU CAN PUT OFF 
Tuccarern _/| 

THE IMPORTANT THING 1S WY 
YOU WOULD SAY YES, AND Wty 
YOUWCULO SAY NO. YOU HAVE 
TO BE COMFORTABLE VATHIT, 

‘BUT HOW AM | SUPPOSED 
TO DECWEP FOONT 

KNOW WHAT WANT, OR 

WHOULD HAVE TO DEPEND 
ON WHOS ASHINS,.. HOW! 
FELL ABOUT THES | MEAN, 

ANO... JUST FOR THE 
SAKE OF ARGUMENT 
VOKAT NE THEE PERSON 
ASKING WAS ME! 
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LETTERS FROM HOME 

NOTHING YET... 

KEEP LookiInie. 

ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODIES 
P.O. BOX 1299 - CUPERTINO, CA 95015-1299 

ame in p yoor mother 



Associated Student Bodies is the story of a 
young man's search for answers. Who am I? 
Why am I different? What's going to happen to me? 

Is it wrong when one man loves another? 

Sous i 20 » 

Danie in his journey 
ee one 
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