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Small Kana Characters Proposed in the PDAM 1.2

Evaluating the results of a survey made by Japanese researchers

The Japan National Body
March 31,2017

Introduction

About the proposed small kana characters, the Japan National Body
voted in the negative at the voting of the PDAM 1.2, with the following
comments and recommendation.

[The] Japan NB disagrees to encode these 9 small Kana characters at this
moment with the following reason:

As shown in the contribution that will be submitted by the Japanese expert
shortly after, we found the evidence of usage for more small kana characters.
And furthermore more small kana characters would be found through the

further investigation.

We have no information about the selection criteria of these 9 small kana
characters. Even the proposal to encode these small kana character is not
found in SC2 and WG2 document registry.

The encoding mechanism should be considered depending on the whole rep-
ertoire of small kana characters. For example, it may be appropriate to encode
small kana characters corresponding to all kana characters except the ones
already encoded, or to encode some kind of modifier to be associated with

any kana characters.

Proposed change and recommendation:
Delete 9 small kana characters on this PDAM. Recommend to discuss the
issue of the small kana characters at the next WG2 meeting.

Results of a survey made by a group of Japanese researchers, as well as
our evaluation of the results are reported in the following paragraphs.
The survey was done in a short period of time, and it is not a complete,
comprehensive survey.

Small kana characters that have been found during the survey:

Hiragana:
A

Katakana:
¥ a + F ) < F =z F v

Katakana (handwritten on maps)
7 7 K X =% &5 7 YU v v m I v

(Some characters existing in the Katakana Phonetic Extensions are included.)




*

T

¥

1868-1931

1868-1925

1868-1912

Actual conditions of the use of small kana characters:

o All small kana characters used to transcribe text in modern Japanese
have already been encoded. Use of small kana characters has been
stabilized, since an ordinance defining hiragana and katakana char-
acters for use in educational organizations was promulgated in 1900.

o Most examples of small kana use for printed matters were made
during the Meiji, Taisho and pre-war Showa eras*.

o Small kana characters were used to demonstrate and retain the origi-
nality of some literary books published in the Meiji and Taisho erast.

o Also, it is recognized that there were many cases where small kana
characters were used to transliterate pronunciations of foreign words.

Understanding of the small kana character issue by Japanese experts:

o The urgency of encoding additional small kana characters is not
great.

o During the short-term survey, it was possible to find multiple use
cases of small kana characters not included in the current PDAM1.2.
If we made a survey covering a wider range of printed matters, more
use cases of such small kana characters would be found.

o It is impossible to identify which kana characters have not been used
as small kana, unless we examine a vast amount of books printed
since the beginning of the Meijit era. Therefore, it is practically im-
possible to identify small kana characters to be encoded.

o It is more reasonable to use a different method, for example, using
some modifier especially to swich any one kana character to a small
kana glyph.

Examples of small kana characters used to represent obsolete pronuncia-
tions:

Okimori, Takuya. Sasahara, Hiroyuki. Tokiwa, Tomoko. Yamamoto,
Shingo. p. 41, IXfEHARD ) (Illustrated Explanation of Japanese
Literature, published by Sanseido in 2011)

el titkB, ¥/, ¥ -Fa - F
aDE)BEFIEMAT . EHSWE 29
7% - JxDREVBHH. ThEkEW
HEBI. &XT [BA] i [{ DA
< 5] 12 [{DbADA] En
EZ2IRoTHBLMH B, Zho
GHEERLEL LD TH 3B,



Numoto, Katsuaki. p. 257, S OGBS 1172 s ORI & 2R

% —Mff « P OPRIR) (Exploring the Origin of the Voiced Sound Mark
Hidden in the Mists of Time, & Annex: The Origin of the Half-voiced
Sound Mark, published by Kyuko Shoin in 2012).

(& # &% ¥ ® ) g
T 2 .

x 3 v ¥

€

Y 2L = O Yo 0 #
s R o PN R G ) 2 = ¥ 4 -
V A R R i

)8 Npte ey L 2 3 & x i
o TaNE TSy aiiS g € J vV * 5
13

U 2B E Fed 7% N ¥ A i
g 3 3 CIRC I+ E F * )2
2 7 .2 .

> AT F 2

v » a % b 2 &

Examples of small kana characters used to transcribe foreign words:
See the attached document: JTfUCHAGEMERE D/ & $4170124.pdf
See the attached document: SmallLettersOnGaihozu.pdf

Examples of small kana characters used for modern literary works:

Small kana character Z

Miyazawa, Kenji. [5%d 25| (Izumi Aru Ie), included in Vol. I of T
AEFRENR 1125 (Complete Set of Varying Texts of Kenji Miyaza-
wa's Works, Vol. 11), published by Chikuma Shobo on September 15,
1974.

KL
(KM i a2 s °)

It is thought that this is to represent a dialect in Iwate in Tohoku (North
East Japan).

Small kana character 72
Miyazawa, Kenji. [ 02> ) OFRJE | (Hikari No Suashi), included in Vol.
7 of IRAETEEHARHEN 721 (Complete Set of Varying Texts of Kenji
Miyazawa's Works, Vol. 7), published by Chikuma Shobo on May 15,
1973.

{ 3

@ Y 3 e~
R CRIRU AR X0

It is thought that this is to represent a dialect in Iwate in Tohoku (North
East Japan).

Small kana character F

Koda, Rohan. ['Z7:72 & | (Yuki Tataki), Upper column in p. 201, in-
cluded in Vol. 6 of IHABUC AL 6 (Japan's Modern Literature
Series, Vol. 6), published by Kodansha on January 19, 1963.



" 5 : . .
(AT R JEA B 'S 5 r
NUAHDFERESHPEDwO Y
This does not represent any non-standard pronunciation, but is used as a
transliterating mark.

Upper column in p. 270, included in Vol. 3 of FHAS #4243 FEH
S MBI —3EEE) (Japan's Literature Series, Vol. 3, Works by Rohan
Koda and Ichiyo Higuchi), published by Kodansha on July 8, 1974.

’ {I ﬁvﬂ
NN ERIE
In another Japanese Litarature Series, no small kana characters are used
at all.

Small kana character 7%

Miyazawa, Kenji. L1+ 51 (Taneyama-ga-hara), p. 97, included in
Vol. 7 of MEAHEER R 7 %) (Complete Set of Varying Texts of
Kenji Miyazawa's Works, Vol. 7), published by Chikuma Shobo on May
15, 1973.

LS
R105 30N BN HYOEQ sl

It is thought that this is to represent a dialect in Iwate in Tohoku (North
East Japan).

Small kana character /

Koda, Rohan. %5772 & | (Yuki Tataki), Lower column in p. 187, in-
cluded in Vol. 6 of THAIINSC A% 61 (Japan's Modern Literature
Series, Vol. 6), published by Kodansha on January 19, 1963.

HN ORI R v iusQ4°

This does not represent any non-standard pronunciation, but is used as a
transliterating mark.

Koda, Rohan. [%7z7z & | (Yuki Tataki), Upper column in p. 247, in-
cluded in Vol. 3 of THAS #4253 EHEEMEE  fE—IEE]
(Japan's Literature Series, Vol. 3, Works by Rohan Koda and Ichiyo Higu-
chi), published by Kodansha on July 8, 1974.

TSRV

VoK E~NTDAU»

In another Japanese Literature Series, no small kana characters are used
at all.

Koda, Rohan. 2417 (Tokkan Kiko), p. 10, IE&{1 241425 ]
(Complete Works by Rohan, Vol. 14), published by Iwanami Shoten, on
June 5, 1951.



BmUHOV<Qe v | NP ER

This does not represent any non-standard pronunciation, but is used as a
transliterating mark.

Iwano, Homei. [#HRAHYN-ERT3E | (Shimpi-teki Hanjyu-shugi; Myste-
rious Therianthropism), Upper column in p. 351. [BIASC2 22T
(Complete Works in the Meiji Era, published on March 10, 1965).

Pal

w Q

VIS B S (S - 4 )
BESIR ¢ B ¢ BRI © B 18/

This does not represent any non-standard pronunciations, but is used as
a transliterating mark.

Small kana character <

Natsume, Soseki. [E#zHiHGEL) (Jitensha Nikki), p. 68, Iilifa 282512
%] (Complete Works by Soseki, Vol. 12), published by Iwanami Shoten
on March 30, 1967.

&Y ERVEOIYV

This does not represent any non-standard pronunciations, but used as a
transliterating mark.

Small kana character A

Miyazawa, Kenji. [F-H DK (Jyugatsu No Sue), p. 262, included in Vol.
7 of TRAEHEERR M 7 &) (Complete Set of Varying Texts of Kenji
Miyazawa's Works, Vol. 7), published by Chikuma Shobo on May 15,
1973.

™

TR0 PELIKI MM SRR Ko 0y

It is thought that this is to represent a dialect in Iwate in Tohoku (North
East Japan).

Origuchi, Shinobu. [ /55 (Hogen), p. 87, IHTI5 K2HEH 3 &)
(Complete Works by Shinobu Origuchi, Vol. 3), published by Chuo
Koron-sha on September 5, 1955.

ORIV - XN Ry KRE & JEH0H

This is representing a dialect in Nara.
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All examples are from the ‘Gaihozu Digital Archive  http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/~gaihozu/

which is published by Tohoku University.

1.

http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/~gaihozu/ghz-dtl.php?lang=en-US&fm=m &fno=6096

Printed in 1940 by the Former Japanese Army.

Small ‘7’ is used in “'57 U —MI’ as an upper administration name of the connecting

map.
.‘VR o L4 - 2 ’ T“"] I \—7 —/ﬂ(&?’x‘Fh’) ek \“ .\\\ ,|.:
@\ %3 * N :'::_::;3-., \\ \ k
¢ P * . : 2 y ;":_:__—'- _—:-.1:"- -y ‘\ \\\:
° o ’—..- -.——‘---_—-_.. )
. e
e : g g
o @ g . <
(-]
-0 °
[}
N Fo TIN5 - 5 77—




2.
http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/~gaihozu/ghz-dtl.php?lang=en-US&fm=m &fno=6087
Printed in 1940 by the Former Japanese Army.

Small ‘7’ is used in the index name of map as ‘=15 — 7 = .

Small ‘7" is very often used like ./ — > ,” which phonetically transcripts the Thai word

‘UBY’, or ‘nong’ if Romanized.

| 3—771, /
28
M

30’ —

)—oikrILT-E '
B )=V R =HF .
; : \ : o ¥ \ 2 ‘:/ ﬂs\' c
5 s ie I 2 i.* / . ’ﬁt/

S

Small ‘4’ and small ‘U’ are used in the administration name of the connecting map as
‘7 ./ y— . In this example, small ‘A’ is not so obvious, but other example of small

‘2’ 1s shown in the next page.

714

TE=2 9 Tis/ \o—E= %
e s

o* .,
‘I

J

ST .



3.
http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/~gaihozu/ghz-dtl.php?lang=en-US&fm=m &fno=6093
Printed in 1940 by the Former Japanese Army.

Small =’ is used in the index name as ‘t'~—1".
o
C+—

36

RS
b4 T Hra oM
EFa 94
- . 1T » o ° e
) o - /. ‘.' v % “ %
S - 2 : e {, p i: s 2 o .

" °
H

Small ‘4’ is used in the village name ‘@ — 2 ¥, 10— F},

Small ‘X’ is used in the village name ‘/ — > x ¥ U HP.

X
.-§/¥

) 5~ 7 : ,K‘\‘ ;: \\. Ioh F .
g /]}‘77%"/4 'l-yéﬁ"
ey g o Ny ,
) Vi afe \‘.'. P T RO
N A AN
. £ \




4.
http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/~gaihozu/ghz-dtl.php?lang=en-US&fm=m&fno=6088
Printed in 1940 by the Former Japanese Army.

Small ¢ F’is used in the city name ‘7 > 2 > (H]”.  Small ‘ F’ represents the sound ‘t’ as a

final consonant, which is not used in the standard Japanese.
I . ,l:/ -l) r L

! . . . z

7 BT (K1ARf)

RaadEs) v gy




5.
http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/~gaihozu/ghz-dtl.php?lang=en-US&fm=m&fno=6075
Printed in 1941 by the Former Japanese Army.

Small ‘7’ is used in the mountain name as /X—% >, [II’. Small ‘2’ represents the

sound ‘k’ as a final consonant, which is not used in the standard Japanese.
e, -

: st
\
vo ~50
3
\- ™
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. o




6.
http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/~gaihozu/ghz-dtl.php?lang=en-US&fm=m&fno=6097
Printed in 1940 by the Former Japanese Army.

Small ‘2’ is often used in the Khmer village name as ‘% v 7.
Small ‘U’ is used in the name of historic site 7'y 7 7 1 £ 7’, which is UNESCO’s world
heritage ‘the Preah Vihear Temple’.

Small ‘1"’ is used in the village name ‘7 . — >~ —,

Prepared by NAGATA Yoshikatsu, Osaka City University
16 Jan. 2017



VAR B AGEHERE O /N E & A4

PR HARFETIL, SMREERTIC,
E A I T R G

( http://pj.ninjal.ac.jp/corpus_center/cmj/meiroku/ ) .

BAR TR TIERVWIEE A DI TV D,
B oo T B K M
r BE 2 K 2 — R = |
I X B =2 — N 2
(http://pj.ninjal.ac.jp/corpus_center/cmj/taiyou/) Tix. 8 FD/EE Fri4 23 UCS 45
ThbdH, TNENOT— /XA TOFAELE L HITK 1ITRT,

ko — R o=z

( http‘//pj.ninjal.ac.jp/corpus_center/cmj/kokumin/ )

F1:/hEERRAOBHEK

AMERS | ERCK | KW =
O/hE =+ 17 39 105 161
@Q/hE=x ) 40 . I
@hET 4 14 9 -
@/ Ex 5 : ;
G /hE= 1 :
©/hEt ] ;
O/hE~ ] ;
®/NE ] ;

LR, 8 fl D/ NEE R OB 2810 %,

O /NEEFRAF
[RHASHERE] 36 5 (1875 4F)

MENEI A 2D = D= > ~If 2 g

vz ¥—g v

TEE2A] 25 (1887 4F)

miiE s * & ¢ A B

7 = L~ )L A

TR 55155 35 (1895 4) ~/LU=x

nsResS

i Q& P R Fp



@ NEXHFEAL
[RHSHMERED 6 5 (187T44F) nmALRU=L R —

TERZzAN 11 5 (18874) 7 =LFF ok

TR %15 5% 115 (1909 4) v =7 /i

AL
.
avihalg

@ NEXHFRALT
TEHAMEEED 772 (18744F) L 7=)LA, EL

TERZA) 115 (18874) wlLrv=v=

FRBS] 581 8% 35 (19254E) WY U=A4T LT R

1@ (1 foit

BRAER 152D « N AN K VEE

@ NEXFRAF
TERZK] %135 (18874F) Yz =Atxz—

TRBED 75555 (19014F) A r7=5—7)L

AT -~ ALR{D

CA P R—N Y QEREEAORE SN N L



® hEEXHRA 2
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