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Natural Disasters and Famines in Shandong ,1615-1617
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Natural Disasters and Famines in Shandong ,1615-1617

Abstract

In early Ming Dynasty, the central government implemented the policy of immigration
to open up wastelands in northern China. It caused serious soil erosion, which leads to
frequent natural disasters in Shandong. It had also led to the deterioration of the
environment and damage to agriculture. Meanwhile, the flooding of the Yellow River
created new wastelands, suitable for the growth of locusts.

The central government implemented the policy to shift the food grain from the south
to the north. In order to ensure the Caoyun system unimpeded, the central government
ignored the water conservancy construction, lead to social and economic declined in
Shandong .

Climate change caused this natural disaster. EI Nifio occurred in 1614, it caused
drought and locust plague was an important factor of the Great Famine in Shandong in the
subsequent three years.

In this disaster, the incompetence of the central government and inefficient relief
deepened the misery of hundreds of thousands of Shandong famine victims. The
countermeasure of local government was to prepare for food, and set up soup kitchens.
Although this natural disaster lasted for only a short period, it caused severe famine. From
this, the grain reserve system in Shandong had been out of action, it couldn't cope with a
serious crop failure.
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