
University of San Diego University of San Diego 

Digital USD Digital USD 

Dissertations Theses and Dissertations 

1986 

A History of Catholic School Education in San Diego County, A History of Catholic School Education in San Diego County, 

California, from 1850 to 1936 California, from 1850 to 1936 

Teresa Baksh McNeil EdD 
University of San Diego 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.sandiego.edu/dissertations 

 Part of the Leadership Studies Commons 

Digital USD Citation Digital USD Citation 
Baksh McNeil, Teresa EdD, "A History of Catholic School Education in San Diego County, California, from 
1850 to 1936" (1986). Dissertations. 489. 
https://digital.sandiego.edu/dissertations/489 

This Dissertation: Open Access is brought to you for free and open access by the Theses and Dissertations at 
Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For 
more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu. 

https://digital.sandiego.edu/
https://digital.sandiego.edu/dissertations
https://digital.sandiego.edu/etd
https://digital.sandiego.edu/dissertations?utm_source=digital.sandiego.edu%2Fdissertations%2F489&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1250?utm_source=digital.sandiego.edu%2Fdissertations%2F489&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digital.sandiego.edu/dissertations/489?utm_source=digital.sandiego.edu%2Fdissertations%2F489&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digital@sandiego.edu


A HISTORY OF CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION 

IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FROM 1850 TO 1936

by

T e r e s a  Baksh McNei l

A d i s s e r t a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  i n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  

o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  d e g r e e  of

D o c t o r  o f  E d u c a t i o n

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  San Diego

1986

D i s s e r t a t i o n  Commi t t ee :

P a t r i c i a  Lowry,  P h . D . ,  D i r e c t o r  
Edward DeRoche,  Ph .D.

I r i s  W. E n g s t r a n d ,  Ph . D.  
W i l l i a m  P i c k e t t ,  Ph.D.

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



C o p y r i g h t  by T e r e s a  Baksh McNei l ,  1986.  

A l l  R i g h t s  R e s e r v e d

■ L
R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

T h e r e  a r e  c o u n t l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  d e s e r v e  t o  be 

r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  i n v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  

s t u d y .  F i r s t ,  I  am i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  

f o r  a l l o w i n g  me t o  f r e e l y  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  

m a t e r i a l :  S i s t e r  J u d i t h  M a r i e  K l u m p ,  S i s t e r  A d r i e n n e

K e nn e d y  a n d  S i s t e r  D o l o r e s  A n ch a n d o  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ;  S i s t e r  M. R o s e  M c A r d l e  a n d  

S i s t e r  M. H e l e n a  S a n f i l i p p o  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ;  

S i s t e r  D o r o t h y  S c h m i e s i n g  a n d  S i s t e r  J a n e t  Wi n an d y  o f  

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ;  Mr.  R i c h a r d  S c h e r e r  

o f  Our La dy ’s S c h o o l ;  F a t h e r  Ned B r o c k h a u s ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  

Our  L a d y  o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h ;  F a t h e r  Andr ew Hannon  o f  S t .  

J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  P a r i s h ;  F a t h e r  J o h n  P e z j a ,  F a t h e r  

A n t h o n y  Wasko an d  F a t h e r  J o h n  S a n d e r s  o f  t h e  O r d e r  o f  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e ;  S i s t e r  S t .  F i n t a n  a n d  S i s t e r  J o s e p h  

F i n b a r r  o f  t h e  P o o r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h ;  S i s t e r  Mary  

T h e r e s e  S we e n e y  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e ;  

S i s t e r  M a r i a  P a z  U r i b e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  

B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ;  and Mons i gno r  F r a n c i s  J .  Weber o f  t h e  

A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  Los A n g e l e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I  am s i n c e r e l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h o s e  men 

a n d  women who g r a c i o u s l y  g r a n t e d  me t i m e  f o r  a n  i n t e r ­

v i e w ,  w i t h o u t  wh o se  i n t i m a t e  a n d  f i r s t h a n d  k n o w l e d g e  

t h i s  s t u d y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n c o m p l e t e .  T h o s e  i n d i v i -

i i

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of  th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



d u a l s  i n c l u d e :  Mr.  J u l i a n  E s p a r z a ;  S i s t e r  M. L u c i l l e

R o t a n z i ;  S i s t e r  M. B e r t i n a  P o o l ;  Mrs .  B a r b a r a  McCar thy;  

Mrs .  J o s e p h i n e  A r b e s ;  S i s t e r  J o s e p h  F i n b a r r ;  S i s t e r  S t .  

F i n t a n ;  Ms. Bea Edmonds;  and  S i s t e r  M a r i a  Paz U r i b e .

Many t h a n k s  a r e  a l s o  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  members o f  my 

d i s s e r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  g u i d a n c e ,  

i n t e r e s t  and  s u p p o r t :  Dr.  I r i s  W. E n g s t r a n d ;  Dr.  Edward

D e R o c h e ;  a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t o  Dr .  P a t r i c i a  Lowr y ;  f o r  

a l w a y s  m a i n t a i n i n g  s u c h  an  e x c i t i n g ,  p o s i t i v e  o u t l o o k ,  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  t r u s t ,  p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e  o f  d i r e c t i o n  

and t r u e  c a r i n g  o f  t h e  i n n e r  p e r s o n .

My h e a r t f e l t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  goes  o u t  t o  one p e r s o n  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  been  

e x e c u t e d  w i t h o u t  h e r  p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  f rom t h e  v e r y  

s t a r t .  S i s t e r  C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  L a C o s t e ,  c e l e b r a t i n g  h e r  

G o l d e n  J u b i l e e  a s  a  S i s t e r  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  

t h i s  y e a r ,  was more t h a n  h e l p f u l  -  s h e  g a v e  w i l l i n g l y  of  

h e r  t i m e ,  t r o u b l e ,  e x p e r t i s e ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  and a d v i c e .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  s h e  o p e n e d  up my e y e s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  a r c h i v a l  

r e s e a r c h .

F i n a l l y ,  I  w i s h  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  my p a r e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  

s u p r e m e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  me,  f o r  t h e i r  u n e n d i n g  s u p p o r t  

t h r o u g h o u t  ray c o l l e g e  y e a r s ,  a n d  f o r  t e a c h i n g  me t o  

b e l i e v e  i n  m y s e l f  an d  h a v e  f a i t h  i n  God.

i i i

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of  the  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



TABLE OF CONTENTS

C h a p t e r  Page

I .  INTRODUCTION.............................................................................  1
S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  I s s u e ......................................  14
D e l i m i t a t i o n s ............................................................. 16

I I .  REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE...............................................  21
De s i g n  o f  t h e  S t u d y .............................................. 29

I I I .  THE SISTERS OF ST.  JOSEPH OF CARONDELET AND
THE ACADEMY OF OUR LADY OF PEACE......................... 33

IV.  ST.  ANTHONY, FORT YUMA AND ST.  BONIFACE:
THE INDIAN SCHOOLS

I n t r o d u c t i o n ...............................................................  59
S t .  A n t h o n y ’ s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l . . . . . . .  65
Government  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma..................  92
S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l ..................  124

V. THE SISTERS OF MERCY AND THE SCHOOL OF
NURSING........................................................................................  164

VI .  THE SISTERS OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD AND
THE SAN LUIS REY MISSION SCHOOL.............................  185

V I I .  THE FIRST PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS IN SAN DIEGO
COUNTY: OUR LADY OF ANGELS, ST.  JOHN'S
AND ST.  JOSEPH'S ( 1 9 1 2 - 1 92 0)

I n t r o d u c t i o n .........................................................   218
Our Lady o f  An g e l s  S c h o o l ............................... 222
S t .  J oh n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l ..................  238
S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l . . . . ....................................  245

V I I I .  ST.  AUGUSTINE HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOYS......................  263

IX.  THE POOR SISTERS OF NAZARETH AND THE
NAZARETH HOUSE SCHOOL.....................................................  298

X. THE SISTERS OF ST.  JOSEPH OF ORANGE AND
OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART SCHOOL....................  324

XI .  SISTERS SERVANTS OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
AND OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SCHOOL....................  342

X I I .  SUMMARY AND OBSERVATIONS................................................  370
Recommenda t ions  f o r  F u t u r e  S t u d i e s . . . .  384

BIBLIOGRAPHY..................................................................................................  388

i v

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



ILLUSTRATIONS

F i g u r e  Page

1 .  Page  From Accoun t  Book Showing E x p e n d i t u r e s ,  
Academy o f  Our Lady of  P e a c e ,  1 8 8 2 ..............  37

2. Page  From Accoun t  Book Showing R e c e i p t s ,
Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e ,  1 8 8 2 ..............  39

3 .  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e ,  1888 ,  T h i r d  &
S t r e e t s .........................................................     41

4.  Page  From T u i t i o n  R e p o r t ,  Boys T u i t i o n ,  Aca­
demy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e ,  1 8 8 5 . ............................  42

5 .  Page  From T u i t i o n  R e p o r t ,  Music  F e e s ,  1885,
Academy o f  Our Lady of  P e a c e ......................................  45

6. Page  From F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t ,  1898,  Academy of
Our Lady o f  P e a c e ......................................................   46

7.  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e ,  Cop l ey  & Ore ­
gon S t r e e t s ,  C i r c a  1 9 2 0 ' S .............................................. 52

8 .  F a t h e r  A.D.  Ubach ,  P a s t o r  o f  San Diego (1866
t o  1 9 0 7 ........................................................................................... 66

9 .  M i s s i o n  San Diego  de A l c a l a ,  1 8 8 8 ........................  77

10 .  I n d i a n  S c h o o l  D o r m i t o r i e s ,  M i s s i o n  San Diego
de A l c a l a ' ,  1 8 9 4 ....................................................................... 79

11 .  S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  S t .  A n t h o n y ’ s I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,
1 8 9 5 ..................................................................................................  81

12 .  S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  S t .  A n t h o n y ’ s I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,
n . d .............................................................................   82

13 .  Chorpus  C h r i s t i ,  1894,  S t .  A n t h o n y ’ s I n d i a n
S c h o o l ....................    84

1 4 .  B r a s s  Band,  S t .  An t h o n y ’ s  I n d i a n  S c h o o l   86

15 .  Tuman C h i e f  P a s c u a l ,  n . d ................    96

16 .  F o r t  Yuma Government  S c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1 8 9 0 ..........  97

v

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



17 .  Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t ,  1886,  F o r t  Yuma Government  
S c h o o l ..............................................................................   100

18.  I n d i a n  S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  F o r t  Yuma Government  
S c h o o l ,  n . d ...........................................................    105

19.  I n d i a n  S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  F o r t  Yuma Government  
S c h o o l ,  n . d ...............................................................    106

20 .  R e p o r t  t o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  1887 ,  From 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  F o r t  Yuma S c h o o l . . ............................  109

2 1 .  L e t t e r  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  F o r t  Yuma S c h o o l . .  114

22 .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  Yuma I n d i a n  T r e a t ,  1 8 9 4 . . .  120

2 3 .  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s ..............................  133

2 4 .  L e t t e r  From S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l g i r l ,  1 9 2 2 . . .  142

25 .  S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h oo l  f o r  I n ­
d i a n s ,  C i r c a  1 9 3 0 ' s ............................................    143

2 6 .  G r a d u a t i o n ,  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c ho o l  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  
C i r c a  1 9 3 0 ' s ...............................................................    144

2 7 .  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  D i s p e n s a r y ,  1 8 9 0 .................................... 169

28 .  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n i t a r i u m ,  C i r c a  1 9 0 0 ..................... 171

29.  F i r s t  G r a d u a t i o n  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n i t a r i u m  
T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s ,  1 9 0 6 . . . . . ................ 173

30 .  C l a s s  o f  1920 ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  T r a i n i n g  Sc h o o l  
f o r  N u r s e s . . . . . . . . . ............     176

3 1 .  S t u d e n t  N u r s e s ’ R e s i d e n c e ,  Mercy H o s p i t a l  
S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g .................................................................  178

3 2 .  F i r s t  Communion S t u d e n t s ,  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  
Rey,  1 9 0 8 ...................................................................................... 194

3 3 .  Adobe S t a b l e ,  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey,  1 9 1 3 . . . .  197

3 4 .  O r i g i n a l  Group o f  S i s t e r s  o f  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ,
M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey,  1 9 1 3 ...........................................  198

35 .  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,  1 9 1 3 . . . . .................. 199

3 6 .  S t u d e n t  Body o f  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,
1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 4 ...................................................................................... 200

37 .  M i l k h o u s e  Used f o r  C l a s s r o o m s ,  San L u i s  Rey 
M i s s i o n  S c h o o l .................     202

v i

R e p ro d u c e d  with pe rm iss ion  of th e  copyright owner. F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited w ithout perm iss ion .



38 .  Boys D o r m i t o r y ,  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l .  204

39 .  P i c n i c ,  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l . . . . . . . . .  206

40 .  C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  Chorpus  C h r i s t i ,  San L u i s  Rey 
M i s s i o n  S c h o o l .........................................................................  207

41 .  S t u d e n t  Body,  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,
19 2 3 ..................................................................................................  208

42 .  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,  C i r c a  1 9 2 5 ........... 210

4 3 .  San L u i s  Rey B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l  Under  C o n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  C i r c a  1 9 2 8 ....................................................................  212

44 .  B u i l d i n g  Fund ,  Sample  N o t e ,  F o r  Our Lady of  
An g e l s  S c h o o l ..............................................................   224

45 .  Our Lady o f  An g e l s  S c h o o l ,  R e c t o r y  & P a r i s h ,
C i r c a  1 9 20 ...................................................................................  226

4 6 .  New S c h o o l ,  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s ,  C i r c a  1 9 2 3 . .  232

47 .  G r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  o f  1925,  Our Lady o f  An ge l s  
S c h o o l ......................................................    233

48 .  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s H a l l ,  1 9 1 4 ................................................... 249

4 9 .  Gr ades  3 & 4 ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l ,  1 9 2 0 ........... 250

50 .  F i r s t  G r a d u a t i o n ,  1922,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l .  251

51 .  New S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l ,  C i r c a  1 9 3 0 ..................... 253

52 .  Assembly H a l l ,  C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  High  S c h o o l .  254

53 .  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High  S c h o o l  F i r s t  S t u d e n t  Body 
P i c t u r e ,  C i r c a  1 9 23 ....................................................   267

5 4 .  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High  S c h o o l ,  S t u d e n t  Body,
1 9 2 6 ..................................................................................................  271

55 .  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High  S c h o o l ,  F o o t b a l l  Team,
1924 ................................................................................................ 275

5 6 .  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  B a s k e t b a l l  Team,
1925 ................................................................................................ 276

57.  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  B a s e b a l l  Team,
1926 ................................................................................................ 277

58 .  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  S t u d e n t  Body,
1 9 2 8 ..................................................................................................  278

v i i

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



5 9 .  L o c a l  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High  
S c h o o l ,  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 4 ........................    292

60 .  N a z a r e t h  House ,  G e o r g i a  S t r e e t ,  1 9 2 4 ..................  305

61 .  F i r s t  Community o f  P oo r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h
i n  San D i e g o ,  1 9 2 4 ..................................     308

6 2 .  N a z a r e t h  House C h i l d r e n ,  1 9 3 2 ........................   314

6 3 .  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  Summary o f  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l s ,  
1 8 5 0 -1 9 3 6 ,  San Diego  C o u n t y ......................   382

v i i i

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



A b s t r a c t

The  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was t o  r e s e a r c h ,  

p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  p r e s e r v e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego  County f rom 1850 

t o  1 9 3 6 .  The  h i s t o r i c a l  m e t h o d  o f  r e s e a r c h  was  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d o l o g y  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  i n  wh i ch  t h e  

a u t h o r  p r i m a r i l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r i g i n a l  document s  s t o r e d  

i n  r e l i g i o u s  a r c h i v e s .

The  a u t h o r  d e t a i l s  t h e  t h i r t e e n  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  

t h a t  c a m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d ;  

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  and a r r i v a l  i n  San Diego County 

o f  t h e  s e v e n  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  

v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s ;  a n d  p o r t r a y s  t h e  e a r l y  l e a d e r s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g r o wt h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego  County .

I t  was  n o t e d  i n  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  

s c h o o l s  g a i n e d  a  f o o t h o l d  i n  San D i e g o  C o u n t y  i n  t h e  

1880’s l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  F a t h e r  Anthony 

D o m i n i c  U b a c h ,  p a s t o r  o f  San  D i e g o  f r o m  1866 t o  1907 .  

T h i s  C a t h o l i c  l e a d e r  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e c u r i n g  t h e  

f i s t  r e l i g i o u s  communi ty o f  women t o  t e a c h  i n  San Diego 

C o u n t y ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  an  

i n f l u e n t i a l  c o m m u n i t y  who w o u l d  c o n d u c t  s e v e n  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  n i n e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  open i n  t h e  County .

U n t i l  1 9 3 6 ,  S a n  D i e g o  C o u n t y  f o r m e d  a p a r t  o f
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e i t h e r  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y  o r  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  a n d  i t  

was  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t ,  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

D i o c e s e ,  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  s l o w l y  i n  San  

Diego County .  I n d e e d ,  p r i o r  t o  1900,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  o n l y  

one  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  f o r  C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e  Academy o f  Our 

Lady  o f  P e a c e ,  a n d  t h r e e  s c h o o l s  f o r  I n d i a n s .  I t  was  

n o t  u n t i l  1912 t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  " d i o c e s a n ” s c h o o l  opened  

i n  San Diego County .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  

i n s t i t u t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t y - s i x  y e a r  p e r i o d  u n d e r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w e r e  w i d e l y  d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

C o u n t y ,  f r o m  San Y s i d r o  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  F o r t  Yuma i n  t h e  

e a s t  and San L u i s  Rey i n  t h e  n o r t h .

T h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  ma y  s e r v e  a s  a v a l u a b l e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  

h i s t o r y  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a b e t t e r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  

g a i n e d  t h r o u g h t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  

documen t ed  i n  t h e  s t u d y .
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CHAPTER I

I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h ro u g h o u t  mos t  o f  Amer ica ,  wide s c a l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  b e g a n  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

I m p o r t a n t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u n c i l s  t h a t  p r o m u l g a t e d  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  F i r s t  

P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c i l  o f  B a l t i m o r e  i n  1852 an d  t h e  T h i r d  

P l e n a r y  C o u n c i l  o f  B a l t i m o r e  i n  1 8 8 4 . The e d u c a t i o n a l  

n e e d s  o f  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  a r e  

now b e i n g  me t  t h r o u g h  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s ,  an d  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  l o c a l  s c h o l a r s  

a n d  h i s t o r i a n s  s h o u l d  f e e l  o b l i g a t e d  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h e  

e a r l y  e n d e a v o r s  and  a c h i e v e m e n t s  made i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  

t h e r e b y  e n r i c h i n g  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y .

The r o o t s  of  C a t h o l i c i s m  were  p . ' a n t e d  e a r l y  i n  San 

Diego Coun t y .  Wi th  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  M i s s i o n  San Diego de 

A l c a l a "  i n  1769,  V e n e r a b l e  F r a n c i s c a n  m i s s i o n a r y  J u n i p e r o  

S e r r a  i n t r o d u c e d  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  a n d ,  a t  t h e  same  t i m e ,  

i n i t i a t e d  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  From t h i s  

p o i n t  u n t i l  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a ­

t i o n  i n  San Diego County c o n s i s t e d  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  t r a i n ­

i n g  and c o n v e r s i o n  of  l o c a l  I n d i a n s .

The y e a r  1850  was a t u r n i n g  p o i n t ,  an d  i s  r e g a r d e d  

a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  " s e c o n d  p e r i o d "  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y

1
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of  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a . ^  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  

R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  J o s e p h  S a d o c  A l e m a n y  was  a p p o i n t e d  by 

P o p e  P i u s  IX t o  t h e  v a c a n t  See  o f  M o n t e r e y ,  a h u g e  

f r o n t i e r  d i o c e s e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a l l  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

N e v a d a ,  a n d  p a r t s  o f  U t a h  a n d  A r i z o n a .  B i s h o p  A l e m a n y  

t o o k  up r e s i d e n c y  i n  M o n t e r e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  

o f  1 8 5 0 ,  a nd  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M o n s i g n o r  F r a n c i s  J .  We b e r ,  

"Among t h e  b i s h o p ' s  e a r l i e s t  p r i o r i t i e s  was  t h a t  o f  

C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n . " ^

The  r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d ,  

and t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which  p e o p l e  were  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  West  soon  demanded t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a n o t h e r  p r e l a t e .  

The  l a r g e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y  was d i v i d e d  i n  1 8 5 3 ,  an d  

B i s h o p  Alemany was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  San F r a n c i s c o  a s  A r ch ­

b i s h o p .  H i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of  

t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  T h a d d e u s  Amat was  

a p p o i n t e d  B i s h o p  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y , w i t h  j u r i s ­

d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  N o r t h , ^  w i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  T h a d d e u s  

A m a t ' s  r e i g n  a s  B i s h o p  o f  M o n t e r e y ,  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  

was  g i v e n  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  

D i o c e s e .  I n  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  a s  B i s h o p ,  Amat  o u t l i n e d  a 

s e r i e s  o f  " O r d i n a t i o n e s , "  i n  which he e n c o u r a g e d  p a s t o r s  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  s c h o o l s  f o r  C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n .  Hi s  f i r s t  

p a s t o r a l ,  i s s u e d  i n  1855,  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  

C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n .

C o n t r a r y  t o  B i s h o p  A m a t ' s  e d i c t s ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e
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r i c h  h e r i t a g e  o f  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  was  s l o w  t o  e v o l v e  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  I n ­

d e e d ,  p r i o r  t o  1 9 0 0 ,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  o n l y  o n e  p r i v a t e  

s c h o o l  f o r  C a t h o l i c  g i r l s ,  t h e  Academy o f  Our Lady  o f  

P e a c e ,  a n d  t h r e e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  w h os e  

s u p p o r t  was d e r i v e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  f r om t h e  D ep a r tm e n t  of  

t h e  I n t e r i o r  o r  t h e  Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .  

I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  1912  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  " d i o c e s a n "  s c h o o l  

opened  i n  San Diego  County .

The d e l a y e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  due  t o  many f a c t o r s ,  two o f  w h i c h  

w e r e  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n .  When B i s h o p  Amat was  

a p p o i n t e d  i n  1853  t o  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y ,  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  D i o c e s e  was  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  

w o r t h y  o f  i n v e s t m e n t :

I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i o c e s e  t h e r e  a r e  v a s t  
a r e a s  o f  u n c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  a l a r g e  
t e r r i t o r y  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  f ew  s e t t l e m e n t s  a n d  f ew 
c h u r c h e s .  T h i s  t e r r i t o r y  h a s  so few a d v a n t a g e s  of  
s o i l  and c l i m a t e  t h a t  t h e  u p b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  d i o c e s e  
d e p e n d s  a l m o s t  a l t o g e t h e r  u p o n  t h e  mor e  p r o l i f i c  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and w e s t .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1850,  when C a l i f o r n i a  was 

a d m i t t e d  a s  t h e  t h i r t y - f i r s t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

of  Amer i c a ,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o  b u i l d  up a p u b l i c  s y s t e m  of  

e d u c a t i o n  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  

o v e r s h a d o w e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  made by C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  

t h e  S t a t e .  L e g i s l a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  a l l  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  

was c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and q u i c k  t o  c h a n g e ,  o f t e n  l e a v i n g  t h e  

s t a t u s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  up i n  t h e  a i r .  I n i t i a l l y ,
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S t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a s p i r e d  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  e x i s t i n g  

p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s ,  and a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  

"common s c h o o l  fund"  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s . ^  

The r e  was so much c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  s t a t e  a i d  f o r  p r i v a t e  

s c h o o l s  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  1852  f o r b a d e  t h a t  s c h o o l s  

s h a r e  i n  t h e  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  f u n d s  u n l e s s  t h e y  

w e r e  " f r e e  f r o m  a l l  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  s e c t a r i a n  b i a s ,
Q

c o n t r o l  o r  i n f l u e n c e  w h a t e v e r . "

Amendments t o  A r t i c l e  V o f  t h i s  l a w one y e a r  l a t e r

made p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  o n c e  a g a i n  e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  t h e

r i g h t s  an d  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  common s c h o o l s  i n  t h e

d i v i s i o n  of  money r a i s e d  by t a x a t i o n .  T h i s  "ward s c h o o l

law"  was i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  f i r s t  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,

J o h n  G. M a r v i n ,  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  on

A p r i l  11,  1853:

A c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u mb e r  o f  p u p i l s  a r e  t a u g h t  i n  
c h u r c h e s  f o r  want  o f  s u i t a b l e  s c h o o l  h o u s e s .  They 
a r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  p a s t o r s  o f  t h e  
s a m e ,  f r o m  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  c h i l ­
d r e n .  T h i s  i s  mor e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  a l l  t h e  o r d i n a r y  
b r a n c h e s  o f  a common s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  t a u g h t ;  
and i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  s c h o o l s  may r e c e i v e  
t h e i r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  m o n e y ,  some c h a n g e  i n  
t h e  s c h o o l  l aw i s  r e q u i r e d .

The e n a c t me n t  was w i d e l y  h e l d  a s  b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

p r o - C a t h o l i c ,  and a c c o r d i n g  t o  F e r r i e r , ^ ®  t h e  i s s u e  may 

h a v e  l e d  t o  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  M a r v i n  when he 

s o u g h t  r e n o m i n a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 3 .  T h e r e  was  an  a t t e m p t  i n  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  by D.R. A s h l e y  o f  M o n t e r e y  i n  1854  t o  

r e p e a l  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  b u t  was l e f t  i n  t h e  p i l e  o f  

u n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s .  The A s h l e y  b i l l  was r e - i n t r o d u c e d
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i n  1855,  and p a s s e d .

S i x  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  A s h l e y  B i l l ,  a 

new d r i v e  was  s t a r t e d  t o  o b t a i n  p u b l i c  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  

n o n - p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  On M a r c h  2 9 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  Z a c h a r y

Montgomery i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  t o  g r a n t  p r i v a t e  n o n - p r o f i t  

s c h o o l s  a p r o  r a t a  s h a r e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  f u n d s  o f  t h e  

S t a t e  a n d  c i t i e s  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  b i l l  

was  d e f e a t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  C a t h o l i c s  

and P r o t e s t a n t s  a l i k e , ^  and t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  

s u p p o r t  f o r  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  was w r i t t e n  i n t o  t h e  second  

S t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1879.

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  was a s e t b a c k  f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  and 

c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  

l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d s  d i d  n o t  h a l t  t h e  g r a d u a l  

p r o g r e s s  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  

Mo n t e r ey .  Four  d i o c e s a n  s ynods  h e l d  be t we e n  t h e  y e a r s  

1862 and 1889,  un d e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o f  b o t h  Bi shop 

Amat a n d  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  B i s h o p  M o r a ,  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
■I O

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  The  c i t i e s  o f

Mo n t e r e y  and Los A n g e l e s  g a i n e d  g r ound  i n  t h e  1870 ' s  by

l u r i n g  t wo  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  women t o  t h o s e

a r e a s ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  C h a r i t y  o f  S t .  V i n c e n t  de P a u l  and
1 ̂t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  I mm a c u l a t e  H e a r t  o f  Mary.

For  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego 

County  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l a g  b eh i n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e .  

San D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  on e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o u n t i e s  

c r e a t e d  by t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,

L
K
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h e l d  on F e b r u a r y  18,  1 8 5 0 , ^  and i n c l u d e d  p r a c t i c a l l y

a l l  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o u n t i e s  o f  San  D i e g o ,  I m p e r i a l ,  

R i v e r s i d e  and San B e r n a r d i n o .  I n  1851,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

r e d u c e d  San Diego County  by r em o v i n g  t h e  San B e r n a r d i n o  

r e g i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  r em a i n ed  an e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  

and b a r r e n  c o u n t y .  To C a t h o l i c  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  

San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  c o n s i d e r e d  " m i s s i o n a r y "  l a n d ,  an d  

b r a v e  w e r e  t h e  f ew p r i e s t s  d a r i n g  e n o u g h  t o  v e n t u r e  

i n l a n d .

Even i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  San Diego i t s e l f ,  wh i c h ,  d u r i n g  

t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was  no mor e  t h a n  a d u s t y  

l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  f ew  C a t h o l i c s  r e s i d i n g  t h e r e  c o n ­

c e n t r a t e d  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  e n e r g y  on s u r v i v a l ,  an d  a 

C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a m a j o r  c o n c e r n .  

F o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  e d u c a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  was  n o t  a h i g h  

p r i o r i t y  i n  San  D i e g o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d .  A l t h o u g h  a 

l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  i n  1 8 5 1 ,  one  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  c i t y  was  

i n c o r p o r a t e d , ^  d e c r e e d  t h a t  a l l  t o w n s ,  c i t i e s  an d  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  v i l l a g e s  c o u l d  d i v i d e  i n t o  a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

d i s t r i c t  o r  d i s t r i c t s , ^  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego  a t  t h a t  

p o i n t  was n o n e x i s t e n t .

T h e r e  w e r e  f e e b l e  a t t e m p t s  a t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

t h e  c i t y  o f  San  D i e g o  i n  1850 an d  1 8 5 1 , ^  b u t  t h e s e  

e f f o r t s  f a i l e d  t o  m a t e r i a l i z e .  By 1854,  h o w e v e r ,  c i t i ­

z e n s  b e g a n  t o  demand a c t i o n ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by a r o u s i n g  

e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  San Diego H e r a l d :

San  D i e g o  i s  b e h i n d  t h e  a g e .  She  h a s  n e i t h e r  
p u b l i c  n o r  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  -  n a y  w o r s e ,  h e r  m o s t  
w e a l t h y  c i t i z e n s  ( w i t h  b u t  v e r y  few e x c e p t i o n s )  do
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n o t  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  s e m i n a r i e s ,  
w h i c h  i n  t h e  n o r t h  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d . . . I t  i s  t r u e  
t h a t  a l l  o u r  c i t i z e n s  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  
t h e s e  e x p e n s i v e  a c a d e m i e s .  The n  why do t h e y  n o t  
a i d  u s  i n  f o r m i n g  o u r  own common s c h o o l s ?  We s e e  
d a i l y  r u n n i n g  o u r  s t r e e t s ,  r a g g e d  l i t t l e  u r c h i n s  
who h a v e  n e i t h e r  t h e  m o d e s t y  o f  y o u t h ,  n o r  t h e  
d e c e n c y  o f  s h a m e .  And t h e s e  a r e  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  
t h e  r i c h  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o o r  -  a l i k e  t h e y  r a m b l e  i n  
a s t a t e  of  s e m i - b a r b a r i s m .

The  e f f e c t  was  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e ,  f o r  a t  t h e  n e x t  

C o u r t  o f  S e s s i o n s  m e e t i n g ,  J ud g e  Cave J .  Co u t s  a p p o i n t e d  

a S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Common S c h o o l s ,  a s c h o o l  c e n s u s  

m a r s h a l  a n d  t h r e e  c o u n t y  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  who w e r e  i n ­

s t r u c t e d  t o  e m p l o y  a t e a c h e r  an d  r e n t  a room f o r  a 

minimum o f  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  l a w .  

T h u s ,  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  No. 1 i n  San  D i e g o  

Coun ty  were  e s t a b l i s h e d :

I t  c a n  be r e c o r d e d  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  San  D i e g o  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  was  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  i f  n o t  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  i t  h a d  an  a r e a  o f  
o v e r  3 7 , 4 0 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  o r  m o r e  t h a n  New 
Ha m p s h i r e ,  Vermont ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  and 
Rhode I s l a n d  combined!

C l a s s e s  o p e n e d  i n  O l d  Town,  San D i e g o ,  on A u g u s t  1,

1 8 5 4 ,  a n d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o n t i n u o u s  i n  t h e

c i t y  e v e r  s i n c e . ^

The p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  d i d  n o t  d e v e l o p  r a p i d l y  i n

San  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  The  c o u n t y ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c l y - o w n e d

s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  L i t t l e  Mason S t r e e t  S c h o o l ,  was n o t

e r e c t e d  u n t i l  1 8 6 5 .  I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  o f

1 8 6 7 ,  when San  F r a n c i s c o  m e r c h a n t  a n d  r e a l  e s t a t e

d e v e l o p e r  A l o n z o  E. H o r t o n  a r r i v e d  t o  s t i r  up t h e  c i t y

t h a t  t h i n g s  b e g a n  t o  h a p p e n .  The " H o r t o n  Boom" i n  1868

was a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  San D i e g o ' s  h i s t o r y ,  and t h e  pop­

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



8

u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  a s  a r e s u l t .

The  Boom Days  b r o u g h t  s o  many f a m i l i e s  i n t o  San  

D i e g o  C o u n t y  t h a t  t h e  de ma nd  f o r  s c h o o l s  g r e w  t r e m e n d ­

o u s l y .  I n  1872,  a l a r g e r  Mason S t r e e t  S c h o o l  was e r e c t ­

e d ,  a n d  by t h a t  t i m e ,  two  new s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  New 

San Diego  had been  o p e n e d ,  t h e  Sherman S c h o o l  and t h e  B 

S t r e e t  S c h o o l .  B e t w e e n  1867 a n d  1 8 7 2 ,  e i g h t e e n  new 

d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  County  were  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  Board  o f  

S u p e r v i s o r s ^  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  D i x o n ,  ^  s i x t e e n  w e r e  

a c t u a l l y  o r g a n i z e d :  M i l q u a t a y  ( 1 8 6 7 ) ;  San  J a c i n t o

(1868) ;  New San D i e g o ,  Monument  and San L u i s  Rey (1869 ) ;  

E a s t  Sa n  D i e g o ,  B a l l e n a ,  J a m u l ,  J u l i a n ,  P o t r e r o ,  Ho p e ,  

and  E l  C a j o n  ( 1 8 7 0 ) ;  N a t i o n a l ,  Poway a n d  M o n s e r r a t t e  

( 1871) ;  and Bear  V a l l e y  (1872) .

By 1878  t h e r e  w e r e  t h i r t y - t h r e e  o r g a n i z e d  s c h o o l  

d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  C o u n t y ,  a n d  a new s c h o o l  map o f  t h e  

c o u n t y  had t o  be m a d e . ^  Wi th  t h e  b u i l d i n g  boom o f  t h e  

1880 ' s  came t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  l a r g e  t w o - s t o r y  s c h o o l  

b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  a s  R u s s  S c h o o l .  I n  1 8 8 8 ,  R u s s  S c h o o l  

added t h r e e  t e a c h e r s  t o  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  s t a f f  i n  o r d e r  t o  

i n i t i a t e  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s .  By 1 8 9 2 ,  a l l  o f  t h e  

e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e s  h a d  b e e n  p h a s e d  o u t ,  a n d  R u s s  H i g h  

S c h o o l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  

San Diego County .

The  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t r a i n  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  v i a  

San B e r n a r d i n o  i n  1885  b r o u g h t  many new i m m i g r a n t s  t o  

San Di ego .  The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s k y r o c k e t e d ,  a s  p e o p l e

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



9

p o u r e d  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  by s t e a m e r ,  wagon  a n d  t r a i n .  I n

1887 t h e  s c h o o l  c e n s u s  l i s t e d  2 , 447 ,  an  i n c r e a s e  o f  75%
9 So v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  The c o n t i n u e d  g r owt h  i n  popu­

l a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  need  f o r  many new s c h o o l s .

S e v e r a l  p r i v a t e  ( n o n - C a t h o l i c )  s c h o o l s  w e r e  a l s o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s ,

S a r a h ,  L u c y ,  a n d  Anna Gunn c o n d u c t e d  a s m a l l  p r i v a t e
9 fts c h o o l  a t  9 t h  a n d  G c a l l e d  t h e  Young L a d i e s  Academy.

I n  1 8 73 ,  t h e  San  D i e g o  S e m i n a r y ,  a b o a r d i n g  a n d  day

s c h o o l  f o r  boys  and g i r l s ,  was opened  b e t w e e n  1 s t  & 2nd

and D & E, by t h e  R e v e r e n d  D. F. M c F a r l a n d ,  who had been
9 7 9 Qh e a d  o f  a s e m i n a r y  i n  S a n t a  F e ,  New M e x i c o .  W i l s o n  

a l s o  l i s t s  t h e  San Diego Academy,  a P r i v a t e  S c h o o l  which  

was l o c a t e d  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  1 0 th  and E s t r e e t s ,  and t h e  

San  D i e g o  S e m i n a r y  f o r  Young L a d i e s ,  on  8 t h  b e t w e e n  C & 

D s t r e e t s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  M a c P h a i l , ^  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s  

t h e  C u r t i s  s i s t e r s  a r r i v e d  f r o m  B o s t o n  t o  s t a r t  t h e  

f i r s t  K i n d e r g a r t e n  i n  San  D i e g o .  The  k i n d e r g a r t e n  was  

e s t a b l i s h e d  on S i x t h  S t . ,  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  B S t r e e t  

S c h o o l .

I n  1 8 8 8 ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  San  D i e g o  was 

s u m m a r i z e d  by T . S .  Van D y k e ,  i n  The  C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y  o f  

San D i e g o :

San Diego  w i l l  soon h a v e  t h e  f i n e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d ­
v a n t a g e s  o f  any c o u n t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  Not o n l y  a r e  
good  s c h o o l s  a b u n d a n t  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  b u t  good  
c o l l e g e s  a r e  a r i s i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s .  The c o l ­
l e g e s  a t  E s c o n d i d o  a n d  Ramona a r e  a l r e a d y  u n d e r  
way.  The c o l l e g e s  a t  San  D i e g o ,  on U n i v e r s i t y  
H e i g h t s  and P a c i f i c  Beach ,  w i l l  be a c r e d i t  t o  any 
c i t y .  Both  t h e s e  a r e  a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y  endowed w i t h  
t h e  mos t  v a l u a b l e  c i t y  p r o p e r t y  i n  q u a n t i t y  enough
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t o  i n s u r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  m a g n i f i c e n t  b u i l d i n g s  and 
a good  a n n u a l  i n c o m e .  They  w i l l  be  r u n  on t h e  mo s t  
p r o g r e s s i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  n o t  be  s t i f l e d  i n  an y  
fog  o f  b i g o t e d  o r t h o d o x y .

The S a n  D i e g o  C o l l e g e  o f  L e t t e r s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e

s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  P a c i f i c  Beach ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1888 by

H a r r  Wagner ,  who l a t e r  s e r v e d  a s  County  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

of  S c h o o l s .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  may h a v e  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i f

t h a t  s u b d i v i s i o n  ha d  d e v e l o p e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n ,  b u t

a f t e r  a f ew y e a r s  i t  p a s s e d  i n t o  o t h e r  h a n d s  a n d  was

31l a t e r  o r g a n i z e d  a s  a m i l i t a r y  a c a d e m y  f o r  b o y s .  Ac­

c o r d i n g  t o  M a c P h a i l , ^  i t s  q u i c k  demi s e  was a r e s u l t  of  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  boom c o l l a p s e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1880 ' s .

Two of  t h e  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  m e n t i o n ed  by Van Dyke i n  

t h e  a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o p os ed  E s c o n d i d o  and U n i v e r ­

s i t y  H e i g h t s  c o l l e g e s ,  were  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  The C o l l e g e  H i l l  Land A s s o c i a ­

t i o n ,  wh i ch  opened  U n i v e r s i t y  H e i g h t s  i n  1887,  b u i l t  t h e  

C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  L i n d l e y  and Widney 

s t a t e :

The M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  o f  R e v .  E.S.  C h a s e  and  o t h e r s ,  h a s  s e c u r e d  a do ­
n a t i o n  o f  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  l o t s  w i t h  which  t o  endow a 
c o l l e g e .  T h i s  c o l l e g e  w i l l  be l o c a t e d  e a s t  o f  t h e  
t own,  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  c i t y  p a r k .  The f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  
w i l l  be c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s .  The 
c o l l e g e  w i l l  be u n d e r  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  an d  w i l l  be known a s  t h e  
C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s .  ^

W i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  boom i n  1 8 8 8 - 1 8 8 9 ,

t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  b r a n c h  l o c a t e d

i n  E s c o n d i d o ,  were  b o t h  f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e  t h e i r  d o o r s .

The f o u r t h  c o l l e g e  m e n t i o n ed  by Van Dyke,  t h e  c o l -

Ei.
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l e g e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  town o f  Ramona,  h a s  been  a s o u r c e  

o f  c o n f u s i o n . ^  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  p l a n n e d  t o  o p e n  up a b r a n c h  t h e r e ,  

b u t  i t  n e v e r  came a b o u t .  Ramona h i s t o r i a n  R o l l i n  P e i r c e  

s t a t e s :

The S.M.L.  & W. Company ,  h a d  g i v e n  t w e n t y  a c r e s  t o  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  t h e i r  
S o u t h e r n  M e t h o d i s t  C o l l e g e  now l o c a t e d  i n  Los Ange­
l e s ;  t h e  d e a l  b e i n g  s o  f a r  a l o n g  a n d  a s s u r e d  t h a t  
t h e  b r i c k  w e r e  i n  t h e  m a k i n g  w i t h  p i l e s  on t h e  
b u i l d i n g  s i t e  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  workmen,  when t h e  i | t e  
e i g h t i e s  boom and bank c o l l a p s e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .

Amid t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  g r o w t h  i n  t h e

1 8 8 0 ' s  i n  San D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  t h e  f i r s t  f ew C a t h o l i c

s c h o o l s  f i n a l l y  made t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e .  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s

g a i n e d  a f o o t h o l d  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h

t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  o ne  p r i e s t ,  A n t h o n y  D o m i n i c  U b a c h ,  a

n a t i v e  o f  B a r c e l o n a ,  S p a i n .  F a t h e r  Ubach a r r i v e d  i n  San

D i e g o  i n  1866  t o  become  t h e  f i f t h  p a s t o r  o f  I m m a c u l a t e

C o n c e p t i o n  Church i n  Old  Town. T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  f o r t y - o n e

y e a r  r e s i d e n c e  i n  San  D i e g o ,  F a t h e r  U b a c h  v i g o r o u s l y

p r o m o t e d  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  for-

s e c u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r  o f  women t o  t e a c h  i n

t h e  communi ty ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .

F a t h e r  Ubach was p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t

o f  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a b u s e d  a n d  n e g l e c t e d  I n d i a n s  o f

t h e  Coun t y ,  which  he f e l t  c o u l d  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h

e d u c a t i o n .

The f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  San Diego  

C o u n t y  was  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e .  At  t h e  

r e q u e s t  o f  F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



12

C a r o n d e l e t  o p e n e d  t h i s  s c h o o l  i n  1 8 8 2 ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

a r r i v i n g  f rom S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .  They a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  

S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l  f o r  B o y s ,  a s c h o o l  f o r  b o y s  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  Academy o f  Our Lady  o f  P e a c e  w h i c h  

t h e y  opened  i n  1885.

T h r e e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  I n d i a n s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  

s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r :  t h e  Government  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s

( 1 8 8 6 )  a t  F o r t  Yuma, C a l i f o r n i a ;  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s ­

t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s  ( 1 8 8 6 )  i n  O l d  Town;  and  i n  

1889,  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  i n  B a n n i ng ,  C a l i f ­

o r n i a .  A l l  t h r e e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  were  a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  by 

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .

I n  1 9 0 3 ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n i t a r i u m  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  

f o r  N u r s e s  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  San  D i e g o  by t h e  S i s t e r s  

of  Mercy t o  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

i n  t h e i r  c h a r g e ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n a t a r i u m  (now known a s  

Mercy H o s p i t a l ) .

San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l  began o p e r a t i o n  i n  1913 

u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

B l o o d .

D u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  w e r e  o p e n e d  i n  San  D i e g o  by t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t :  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s

S c h o o l  ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 1 9 ) ,  

an d  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 2 0 ) .

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  f o r  Boys  was  o p e n e d  by 

R e v e r e n d  A l p h o n s e  M a r t e l  o f  t h e  Or de r  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e
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i n  1922  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  

o f  Los A n g e l e s / S a n  Di e g o .

A s c h o o l  f o r  o r p h a n s  a t  t h e  M i s s i o n  San  D i e g o  de 

A l c a l a  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  

i n  1 9 2 5 .

I n  1927,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Orange opened  

a f o u r t h  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  County ,  Our Lady o f  t h e  

S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  i n  E a s t  Sa n - Di e g o .

L a s t l y ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a ­

m e n t ,  a c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i s t e r s  f r o m  G u a d a l a j a r a ,  M e x i c o ,  

o p e n e d  a s c h o o l  i n  1933  a t  Our  Lady o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  P a r i s h  

i n  San Y s i d r o .

T h e s e ,  t h e n ,  w e r e  t h e  t h i r t e e n  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  p r i o r  t o  1 9 3 6 ,  when 

B i s h o p  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  Buddy  was  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  

b i s h o p  o f  t h e  n e w l y - c r e a t e d  D i oc e s e  o f  San Diego.  Each 

s c h o o l  h a s  an  u n p a r a l l e l e d  h i s t o r y ,  a h i s t o r y  w h i c h  

a c t u a l l y  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

r e l i g i o u s  communi ty i n  c h a r g e .
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  I s s u e

D e s p i t e  t h e  r i c h  t r a d i t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  San 

Diego Coun t y ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  

i s  a t o p i c  t h a t  h a s  r e m a i n e d  n e g l e c t e d .  The p u r p o s e  of  

t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t o  r e s e a r c h ,  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  

p r e s e r v e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  i n  San Diego County  f rom 1850 t o  1936.

The a u t h o r  i n t e n d s  t o  g i v e  an  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  C a t h o ­

l i c  s c h o o l s  t h a t  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  

p e r i o d ;  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s  t h a t  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  

s c h o o l s ;  and p o r t r a y  t h e  l e a d e r s  t h a t  were  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  t h e  g r owt h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

San Diego  Coun t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  b i s h o p s ,  p r i e s t s ,  s u p e r i o r s ,  

g e n e r a l s ,  p r o v i n c i a l  g e n e r a l s  and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s .  The 

a u t h o r  w i l l  a n a l y z e  t h e  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  

v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s ,  d e t a i l  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and r e v i e w  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  e a c h  s c h o o l .

The a u t h o r  w i l l  a l s o  e n d e a v o r  t o  l i n k  C a t h o l i c  edu­

c a t i o n a l  e v e n t s  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  As B a i l y n  

s t a t e s ,  o n e  m u s t  s e e k  " t o  s e e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  i t s  e l a b o r -
O /L

a t e ,  i n t r i c a t e  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  s o c i e t y . "  

T h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  by C a t h o l i c  

s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  San  D i e g o  

County  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d -
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i n g  o f  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i n  

t h e  San Diego  r e g i o n  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a c l e a r e r  v i s i o n  of  

t h e  r o l e  t o  be p l a y e d  by C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t o r s  i n  t o d a y ' s  

s o c i e t y  and i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

K .
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D e l i m i t a t i o n s

1.  T h e  s t u d y  i s  d e l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  f r o m  

1850  t o  1 9 3 6 .  A n u mb e r  o f  e v e n t s  g e r m a n e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 5 0 :  C a l i f o r n i a  was  a n n e x e d  t o

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  1 8 5 0 ;  t h e  f i r s t  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

w a s  h e l d  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  1 8 5 0 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e

o r i g i n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  S a n  D i e g o  C o u n t y  w e r e  c r e a t e d ;  

t h e  C i t y  o f  San Di ego  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  same y e a r ;  

and f i n a l l y ,  B i s ho p  Alemany was a p p o i n t e d  by Pope P i u s  

IX t o  t h e  v a c a n t  S e e  o f  M o n t e r e y  i n  o r d e r  t o  o v e r s e e  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m a t t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a r g e  f r o n t i e r  

d i o c e s e  i n  1850.

The San Diego  D i o c e s e  was c r e a t e d  i n  1936 f rom t h e  

f o r m e r  Los  A n g e l e s / S a n  Di ego  D i o c e s e ;  a t  wh i c h  t i m e  San 

D i e g o ' s  f i r s t  b i s h o p ,  B i s ho p  Buddy,  was a p p o i n t e d .  T h i s  

s t u d y  w i l l  l i m i t  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  e i g h t y - s i x  y e a r  p e r i o d  i n  

San Diego  County  when t h e  r e g i o n  was c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f  

t h e  immense Los A n g e l e s / S a n  Diego D i o c e s e .

2.  The s t u d y  i s  d e l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  

t h a t ,  when  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n ­

d a r i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  San Diego .

3.  E x c l u d e d  f rom t h e  s t u d y  a r e  C a t h o l i c  n o v i t i a t e s  

and s e m i n a r i e s .

4 .  E x c l u d e d  f rom t h e  s t u d y  a r e  C a t h o l i c  c a t e c h e t i ­

c a l  c e n t e r s .
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CHAPTER I

Notes

■̂ F. C o r d a s c o ,  A. B r i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  (Totowa,  
NJ:  L i t t l e f i e l d ,  Adams & Co. ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p.  1 2 8 .  One o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  
was B i s ho p  John  L. S p a u l d i n g .

^ J a m e s  A. B u r n s  a n d  B e r n a r d  J .  K o h l b r e n n e r ,  A H i s ­
t o r y  o f  C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (New 
Y o r k :  B e n z i g e r  B r o t h e r s ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  p . 133 .  The  " f i r s t  p e r ­
i o d "  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  commenced,  of  
c o u r s e ,  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  J u n i p e r o  S e r r a  i n  1769.

^ Mons i gno r  F r a n c i s  J .  Weber ,  The R e l i g i o u s  H e r i t a g e  
o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  (Los A n g e l e s ,  CA: I n t e r r e l i g i o u s  
C o u n c i l  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1976) ,  p.  30.

^ R e v e r e n d  W i l l i a m  E. N o r t h ,  " C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a , "  D o c t o r a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  The Ca t ho ­
l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A m e r i c a ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. ,  1 9 3 6 ,  p.  
v i i  a n d  p .  124 .

^ F a t h e r  Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t ,  The  M i s s i o n s  and  
M i s s i o n a r i e s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  V o l .  IV (San F r a n c i s c o ,  James 
H. B a r r y  Company,  1 9 0 8 ) ,  p.  717 .

^C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y  and Census  o f  Los A n g e l e s  C i t y  
and P a r i s h  G a z e t t e e r  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Mo n t e r ey  and Los 
A n g e l e s  ( L o s  A n g e l e s ,  CA: F r e d  L.  R e a r d o n ,  1 8 9 9 ) ,  pp.  
3 6 - 3 7 .  The  C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h a t  d a t e  p r o b a b l y  
d i d  n o t  e x c e e d  e i g h t  o r  t e n  t h o u s a n d ,  a n d  was  w i d e l y  
s c a t t e r e d .

^ C h a r l e s  J .  F a l k ,  The D ev e l o p m e n t  and  O r g a n i z a t i o n  
o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  (New York:  H a r c o u r t ,  Br ace  & 
W o r l d ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p.  30 .  S ee  a l s o  Mar k  J .  H u r l e y ,  " C h u r c h -  
S t a t e  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a , "  Doc­
t o r a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n  The C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Amer i ca ,  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 1 9 4 8 .  He s t a t e s  on p.  1,  " T h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1850  a n d  1851 e d u c a t i o n  was 
i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  Ch u r ch e s  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  e x c e p t  i n  San 
F r a n c i s c o . "  T h e r e f o r e ,  a t  a t i m e  when a l m o s t  no o t h e r  
s c h o o l s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  1851 l e g i s l a t u r e  h o p e d  t o  
us e  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  a c a d e m i e s ,  and w e l f a r e  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  c h u r c h e s  and p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .
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1 8

^ The S t a t u t e s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a , P a s s e d  a t  t h e  S e c o n d  
S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Begun  on t h e  S i x t h  Day o f  
J a n u a r y ,  1 8 5 1 ,  and Ended  on t h e  F i r s t  Day o f  May,  1 8 5 1 ,  
a t  t h e  P u e b l o  of  San J o s e  ( V a l l e j o ,  CA: G. Kenyon F i t c h ,  
S t a t e  P r i n t e r ,  1 8 5 1 ) ,  p.  4 9 9 .

^ W i l l i a m  W. F e r r i e r ,  N i n e t y  Y e a r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  ( B e r k e l e y ,  CA: S a t h e r  G a t e  Book S h o p ) ,  p.  6 . 
I t  f u r t h e r  e n a c t e d  t h a t  no s c h o o l  book o r  o t h e r  book of  
a s e c t a r i a n  o r  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  s h o u l d  be u s ed .

• ' ■ ^ F e r r i e r ,  p.  7.  A c c o r d i n g  t o  H u r l e y ,  p.  2 3 ,  j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  M a r v i n ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e ,  B i s h o p  Alemany w r o t e  him a l e t t e r  a s k i n g  him t o  
u s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  t o w a r d s  a p r o  r a t a  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d  f o r  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s .  The 
s e c u r i n g  of  t h i s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f und  was c o n d i t i o n e d  on 
t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  an  e x a m i n a t i o n  an d  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  o f  a 
p u b l i c - s c h o o l  c e r t i f i c a t e .  Nuns and s i s t e r s  i n  c o n v e n t  
s c h o o l s  r e f u s e d  t o  be  e x a m i n e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ;  
h o w e v e r ,  t e a c h e r s  i n  many of  t h e  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  f o r  
b o y s  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  r e c e i v e d  p r o  r a t a  
a p p o r t i o n m e n t s .

^ H u r l e y ,  p. 23.  The i s s u e  was a l w a y s  i s o l a t e d  a s  a 
C a t h o l i c  v s .  n o n - C a t h o l i c  on e ,  e v e n  t h o ug h  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  
s c h o o l s  were  i n v o l v e d .

1
N o r t h ,  p.  124.  The  f i r s t  d i o c e s a n  s y n o d ,  h e l d  i n  

Los A n g e l e s  on May 5,  1862,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  w a r n i n g  of  
t h e  F i r s t  P l e n a r y  C o u n c i l  o f  B a l t i m o r e  (1852)  a b o u t  t h e  
p r o s e l y t i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  l e g i s ­
l a t e d  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  be opened  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  
i n  t h e  p a r i s h e s  o f  t h e  d i o c e s e .  The  d i s c u s s i o n  was 
c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  s econd  synod ,  which  was h e l d  A p r i l  11-  
18 ,  1 8 6 9 .  The  t h i r d  s y n o d ,  on May 7 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  r e a f f i r m e d  
p r e v i o u s  d i o c e s a n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r e s s i n g  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  w h e r e v e r  and a s  soon 
a s  p o s s i b l e .  At t h e  f o u r t h  s y n o d ,  on J u l y  3 0 - 3 1 ,  1 8 8 9 ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  were a g a i n  p r o m i n e n t ;  t h e  synod a l s o  
l i s t e d  r e a s o n s  i n  w h i c h  p a r e n t s  m i g h t  r e c e i v e  t h e  
B i s h o p ' s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e l s e w h e r e  
t h a n  t o  a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l .  Much of  N o r t h ' s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
was r e s e a r c h e d  a t  t h e  Cha n c e r y  A r c h i v e s  i n  Los A n g e l e s ,  
now a t  M i s s i o n  San F e r n a n do .

*^The  S i s t e r s  o f  C h a r i t y  o f  S t .  V i n c e n t  de  P a u l  
a r r i v e d  i n  Los A n g e l e s  i n  1856,  and i m m e d i a t e l y  opened a 
day s c h o o l  and an o r p h a n a g e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a day s c h o o l  i n  
S a n t a  B a r b a r a .  The S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  H e a r t  o f  
Mary  a r r i v e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  an d  w e r e  s e n t  t o  
G i l r o y  a n d  M i s s i o n  San  J u a n  B a u t i s t a ,  a nd  l a t e r  t o  San 
L u i s  Obi spo .

^ The  S t a t u t e s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  P a s s e d  a t  t h e  F i r s t
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S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  Begun  D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  1 8 4 9 ,  
E n d e d  A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 8 50  a t  t h e  P u e b l o  o f  San  J o s e  ( S an  
J o s e ,  CA: J .  W i n c h e s t e r ,  1 8 5 0 ) ,  p p .  5 8 - 5 9 .

l^Owen c.  Coy,  C a l i f o r n i a  County  B o u n d a r i e s  ( B e r k e ­
l e y ,  CA: C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  S u r v e y  Commiss ion ,  1923;  
r e v i s e d  E d . ,  F r e s n o ,  CA: V a l l e y  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p.  
223.

^ The S t a t u t e s  o f  C a l i f  o r  n i a . . . .  1850,  pp.  121-124 .

^ T h e  S t a t u t e s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a , . . . 1 8 5 1 ,  p p .  4 9 7 - 4 9 8 .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e c r e e ,  t h e  t o w n ,  c i t y  o r  c o r p o r a t e d  
v i l l a g e  had t o  c o n t a i n  o v e r  s i x t y  c h i l d r e n  be t we e n  t h e  
a g e s  o f  f i v e  a n d  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s ,  a n d  t wo  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  
l e g a l  v o t e r s  h a d  t o  be  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n .

^ H a r l a n  L. W i l s o n ,  "A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  San Diego C i t y  
S c h o o l s  From 1542 t o  1942 Wi th  Emphas i s  Upon t h e  C u r r i ­
c u l u m, "  M a s t e r ’s T h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r ­
n i a ,  1942,  pp.  5 1 -5 6 .  The C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  on November  14,  
1 8 5 0 ,  v o t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  Town H o us e  f o r  a 
s c h o o l r o o m ,  w i t h  M i s s  D i l l o n  a s  t h e  t e a c h e r ;  s h e  found  
i t  u n s u i t a b l e  t o  t e a c h  i n .  W i l l i a m  P. T o l e r  t a u g h t  f rom 
J a n u a r y  u n t i l  J u n e  i n  1 8 5 1 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  h e  r e s i g n e d .  
T h e r e  was some q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  t e a c h i n g  
b i l i n g u a l l y  ( S p a n i s h  and E n g l i s h ) .

^ J o h n  J u d s o n  Ames,  " P u b l i c  S c h o o l s , "  San  D i e g o  
H e r a l d , A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 8 5 4 ,  p.  2 ,  C o l .  1.

^®Roy W. C l o u d ,  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  ( S t a n f o r d ,  
CA: S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1952),* p.  34.

^ " 1 0 0  Ye a r s  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  San D i e g o , "  San 
D i e g o  D i e g o  C i t y  S c h o o l s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i t y ,  San  
Diego U n i f i e d  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  J u n e  30,  1954,  p.  4.

2^San Diego Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s '  M i n u t e s .  Books  I ,  
I I ,  I I I  a n d  I n d e x .

^ B e n  F.  D i x o n ,  Don D i e g o ’ s O l d  S c h o o  1 D a y s  ( S a n  
Di ego ,  CA: San Diego  County  H i s t o r i c a l  Days A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
1 9 5 5 ) ,  p .  30 .  The  t wo  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  o r g a n i z e d  w e r e  T i a  
J u a n a  V a l l e y ,  a p p r o v e d  on S e p t e m b e r  8 , 1 8 6 9 ;  a n d  S m i t h  
M o u n t a i n ,  a p p r o v e d  on J u l y  7,  1870.

^ D i x o n ,  p .  31 .

2 5 " i o o  Y e a r s  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  San  D i e g o , " . . .  
p .  9 .

^ E l i z a b e t h  C. M a c P h a i l . The  S t o r y  o f  New San  D i e g o  
a n d  o f  i t s  F o u n d e r . A l o n z o  E.  H o r t o n , 2nd  E d i t i o n  ( S a n  
D i e g o ,  CA: San  D i e g o  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  57 .

-  - " ' ^  
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^ M a c P h a i l ,  p .  57 .

2®Wilson,  p p s .  9 5 - 9 6 .

^ M a c P h a i l ,  p .  5 7 .

^ T . S .  Van Dyke ,  The  C i t y  an d  C o u n t y  o f  San  D i e g o  
( S a n  D i e g o ,  CA: L e b e r t h o n  & T a y l o r ,  1 8 8 8 ) ,  p.  78 .

^ F e r r i e r ,  p .  156.

^ M a c P h a i l ,  p .  124.

■ ^ W a l t e r  L i n d l e y  and J . P .  Widney,  C a l i f o r n i a  o f  t h e  
S o u t h  (New Yor k :  D. A p p l e t o n  & Co. ,  1 8 8 8 ) ,  p.  218 .

• ^ W i l l i a m  F e r r i e r  q u o t e s  Van Dyke i n  N i n e t y  Y ea r s  of  
E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  bu t  e r r o n e o u s l y  a s c r i b e s  
i t  t o  L i n d l e y  an d  W i d n e y ,  a u t h o r s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  o f  t h e  
S o u t h . S ee  p.  156 .  F e r r i e r  e n c l o s e s  t h e  wor d  " C a t h o ­
l i c "  i n  b r a c k e t s  a f t e r  Ramona.  He s t a t e s ,  "The c o l l e g e s  
a t  E s c o n d i d o  [ M e t h o d i s t ]  and Ramona [ C a t h o l i c ]  a r e  a l ­
r e a d y  u n d e r  way." T h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a C a t h o l i c  
c o l l e g e  was p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  town of  Ramona.

• ^ R o l l i n  P e i r c e ,  H i s t o r y  o f  Ramona .  _A S a n  D i e g o  
C o u n t y  V i l a g e  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  M a n u s c r i p t ,  San  D i e g o  H i s ­
t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  A r c h i v e s ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  p .  15.

^ B e r n a r d  B a i l y n ,  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Forming o f  Amer i ­
can S o c i e t y :  Needs and O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  R e s e a r c h  (Chap­
e l  H i l l ,  NC: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  1960) ,  p. 14.
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CHAPTER I I

Review o f  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e

D e s p i t e  a  g r e a t  n um b e r  o f  b o o k s  a b o u t  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  A m e r i c a ,  v e r y  few d e s c r i b e d  i t s  h i s t o r y  i n  

any d e t a i l .  The p i o n e e r  e f f o r t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  was done by 

James  A. B u r n s ,  The P r i n c i p l e s ,  O r i g i n  and E s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  t h e  C a t h o 1 i c  S c h o o 1 S y s t e m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

( 1908 ) .  Bur ns  and  c o - a u t h o r  B e r n a r d  K o h l b r e n n e r  b r o u g h t  

t h i s  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  f o r w a r d  a n o t h e r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  

i n  H i s t o r y  o f  C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

( 1 9 3 7 ) .  E s s a y s  on C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  by Roy J .  D e f e r r a r i  ( 1 9 4 3 )  c o n t a i n s  many p e r ­

t i n e n t  a r t i c l e s .  O t h e r  u s e f u l  s o u r c e s ,  t h a t  a r e  more  

c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  i n c l u d e  C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  We s t e r n  

Wor ld  ( 1 96 6 ) ,  by J ames  M« Lee ,  and M c C l u s k e y ' s  C a t h o l i c  

E d u c a t i o n  i n  A m e r i c a .  k_ D o c u m e n t a r y  H i s t o r y  ( 1 9 6 4 ) .  

T h e s e  books  s e r v e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a s  a g e n e r a l  b a c k g r ou n d  of  

C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

T h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was  a l s o  f o u n d  

i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i n  

Amer i c a .  A l a n d m a r k  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  was t h e  f o u r - v o l u m e  

s t u d y  o f  J oh n  G i l m a r y  Shea ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

C h u r c h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( 1 8 8 6 - 1 8 9 2 ) .  A u s e f u l  i n ­

t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C a t h o l i c  s o u r c e s  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  w r i t i n g s
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was  A. G u i d e  t o  A m e r i c a n  C a t h o l i e  H i s t o r y  by J o h n  T r a c y  

E l l i s  ( 1958) .  A l s o  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  was a c o m p l i l a t i o n  of  

d o c u m e n t s  by P e t e r  G u i l d a y ,  E d i t o r ,  The  N a t i o n a l  P a s ­

t o r a l s  o f  t h e  Amer i can  H i e r a r c h y ,  1792-1919  ( 1923) .

An i n v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  m a t e r i a l  on C a t h o l i c  i n ­

v o l v e m e n t  i n  I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w a s  f o u n d  i n  

P r u c h a ’s The Ch u r ch e s  and t h e  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s , 1888- 1912 .  

T h i s  s o u r c e  p r o v i d e d  a  t h o r o u g h  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  many 

p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  f a c e d  by C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t o r s  d u r i n g  t h a t  

t i m e  p e i i o d  i n  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  s c h o o l s .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  

I n d i a n  s i t u a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  S an  D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  a 

t h e s i s  by C a r r i c o ,  e n t i t l e d  "Urban I n d i a n s  i n  San Diego :  

1 850 - 1900 , "  c o n t a i n e d  i n v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h e r e  w e r e  no c o m p l e t e  h i s t o r y  t e x t s  s p e c i f i c  t o  

C a l i f o r n i a ' s  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  s h o r t  c h a p t e r s  

w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r i e s  c i t e d  a b o v e .  

However ,  t h e  many works  o f  Mons i gno r  F r a n c e s  F r a n c e s  J .  

Weber ,  C a l i f o r n i a  C a t h o l i c  h i s t o r i a n ,  p r o v e d  i mme n s e l y  

v a l u a b l e .  One o f  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e s  was  A_ S e l e c t  G u i d e  

t o  C a l i f o r n i a  C a t h o l i c  H i s t o r y  ( 1 9 6 6 ) .  O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  

s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e d  C a l i f o r n i a  C a t h o  1 i c i s m ,  k_ H o l y  Y e a r  

T r i b u t e  ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  D o c u m e n t s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  C a t h o l i c  

H i s t o r y : 1 7 8 4 - 1 9 6 3  ( 1 9 6 5 ) ,  Some C a l i f o r n i a  C a t h o l i c

R e m i n i s c e n c e s  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  B i c e n t e n n i a l , P i o ­

n e e r  C a t h o 1 i c i s m  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a s  ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  The  R e l i -  

g i o u s  H e r i t a g e  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  (1976)  and Read­

i n g s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  C a t h o l i c  H i s t o r y  ( 1 9 6 7 ) .  D i x o n ' s
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(1966)  San D i e g o ' s  R e l i g i o u s  H e r i t a g e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  some 

b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  t o p i c .  

G l e e s o n ' s  t w o - v o l u m e  w o r k ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i e  

Church  i n  C a l i f o r n i a , (1871)  c o n t a i n e d  r e l e v a n t  s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r .

A d i s s e r t a t i o n  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1936 a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A m e r i c a  by W i l l i a m  E. N o r t h  e n t i t l e d  

" C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a "  was an ex ­

c e l l e n t  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  A n o t h e r  u s e f u l  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  was  H u r l e y ’ s ( 1 9 4 8 )  " C h u r c h - S t a t e  R e l a ­

t i o n s h i p ' s  i n  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a . "  As a model  f o r  

c o m p a r i s o n ,  a d i s s e r t a t i o n  by James  W. S a n d e r s  e n t i t l e d  

"The  E d u c a t i o n  o f  an  U r b a n  M i n o r i t y ;  C a t h o l i c s  i n  

C h i c a g o ,  1 8 3 3 - 19 6 5 , "  p r o v e d  t o  be i n s t r u c t i v e .

Books on p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  were  u s e f u l  

f o r  c o m p a r i n g  and c o n t r a s t i n g  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  t o  C a t h o ­

l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  One o f  t h e  b e s t  s o u r c e s  was The D e v e l o p ­

ment  and O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  (1968)  

by C h a r l e s  J .  F a l k .  Two o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i v e  s o u r c e s  were 

F e r r i e r ' s  N i n e t y  Y e a r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1846-  

1936 ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  and  t h e  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  p u b l i c a ­

t i o n  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  by Roy Cl oud  ( 1952) .

S t a n d a r d  h i s t o r y  b o o k s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  w e r e  g r e a t  

r e f e r e n c e  books  i n  many r e s p e c t s .  T o u t ' s  ( 1932)  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l  C o u n t y ,  The F i r s t  T h i r t y  Y e a r s : 1 9 0 1 -  

1931 , was v e r y  c o n c i s e ,  a s  i s  C o l o n e l  W h a r f i e l d ' s  (1968)  

F o r t  Yuma on t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r . Van D y k e ' s  The  C i t y
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and County  o f  San D i e g o , and L i n d l e y  and Widney ' s  C a l i f ­

o r n i a  o f  t h e  S o u t h , b o t h  w r i t t e n  i n  1888,  were  v a l u a b l e  

s o u r c e s .  M a c P h a i l ' s  S t o r y  o f  New S a n  D i e g o  a n d  o f  i t s  

Fo u n d e r  A l onzo  H o r t o n  (1979)  c o n t a i n e d  some i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

a s  d i d  S m y t h e ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  San  D i e g o  ( 1 9 0 8 ) .  S t a n d a r d  

C a l i f o r n i a  h i s t o r y  books  were  a l s o  e n l i g h t e n i n g ,  s u c h  as  

R o l l e ' s  ( 1 9 6 3 )  C a l i f o r n i a ;  A H i s t o r y . F i n a l l y ,  F a t h e r  

Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t ' s  The M i s s i o n s  and M i s s i o n a r i e s  of  

C a l i f o r n i a  ( 1 9 0 8 ) ,  San  D i e g o  M i s s i o n  ( 1 9 2 0 ) ,  a n d  San 

L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  (1921)  were  s u p e r i o r  r e f e r e n c e s .

A t h e s i s  by D en n i s  C l a r k ,  now S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  

San  D i e g o  D i o c e s e ,  e n t i t l e d  " A n t h o n y  D o m i n i c  Ub a c h ;  

P i o n e e r  P r i e s t "  was e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of  

t h a t  g r e a t  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e a d e r  i n  S a n  D i e g o .  

A n o t h e r  t h e s i s ,  "A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  San Diego C i t y  S c h o o l s  

f rom 1542 t o  1942 w i t h  Emphas i s  upon t h e  C u r r i c u l u m , "  by 

H a r l a n  W i l s o n  (1942)  had an a b un d a n c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 

t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  and h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c i t y  d u r i n g  

t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was g e a r e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o ­

ward p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .

Two b o o k s  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  a r e l i g i o u s  

o r d e r  t h a t  had an immense i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  e a r l y  e d u c a ­

t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c s  i n  San Di ego ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  Thes e  a r e :  

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  ( 1 9 6 6 )  by S i s t e r  

D o l o r i t a  M a r i e  D o u g h e r t y ;  and  The  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  S t .  

J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t , by S i s t e r  Mary  L u c i d a  S a v a g e .  

N u m e r o u s  a r t i c l e s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  i n  The  J o u r n a 1 o f  San
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D i e g o  H i s t o r y ; o n e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  

J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  San D i e g o ' s  H i s t o r y  (1982 ,  Sum­

m e r ) ,  a n d  a few on F a t h e r  U b a c h .  A r e c e n t  d o c u m e n t a r y  

has  a l s o  been  p u b l i s h e d  on t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy ,  e n t i t ­

l e d  . . . And Some F e l l  on Good G r o u n d : A_ H i s t o r y  o f  t h e

S i s t e r s  o f  Me r cy  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  A r i z o n a  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  by 

S i s t e r  M.A. S h e r i d a n .  O t h e r  h i s t o r i e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

c o m m u n i t i e s  which  were  u t i l i z e d  were  Not  Wi th  S i l v e r  or  

G o l d  ( 1 9 4 5 ) ,  w r i t t e n  by a n  a n o n y m o u s  S i s t e r  o f  t h e  

P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ;  Mot he r  V i n c e n t  W h i t t y , a d o c u m e n t a r y  on 

t h e  M e r c y  S i s t e r s ,  w r i t t e n  by  O ' D o n o g h u e  i n  1 9 7 2 ;  

W a r n e r ' s  A r c h b i s h o p  Lamy, an  E p o c h  Maker  ( 1 9 3 6 ) ;  and  

F a t h e r  J o h n  S a n d e r s '  " H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  O r d e r  

i n  t h e  We s t e r n  P r o v i n c e . "  A l l  were  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

l e n d i n g  a c l e a r e r  v i s i o n  t o  s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  

v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s .

The C a t h o l i c  T i d i n g s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1895,  when 

t h r e e  me mber s  o f  t h e  J u n i p e r o  S e r r a  C l u b  w e n t  t o  Los  

A n g e l e s  t o  s t a r t  a C a t h o l i c  n e w s p a p e r .  I t  was p u r c h a s e d  

by t h e  C h u r c h  i n  1 9 0 4 ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  R i g h t  

R e v e r e n d  Thomas  J .  C o n a t y ,  t o  be  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d i o c e s a n  

n e w s p a p e r .  T h i s  n e w s p a p e r  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a g r e a t  

s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a s  was  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s , 

f o u n d e d  i n  1912 i n  San  D i e g o  by J a m e s  S.  D o u g h e r t y .  

S i n c e  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s  a l r e a d y  had a 

C a t h o l i c  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  r e m a i n ed  p r i v a t e  

u n t i l  B i s h o p  Buddy p u r c h a s e d  i t  a f t e r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f
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t h e  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s e  i n  1 9 3 6 .  Numer ous  a r t i c l e s ,  

c o v e r i n g  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s  i n  San  D i e g o  C a t h o l i c  

h i s t o r y ,  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  by S i s t e r  C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  

L a C o s t e ,  C. S . J . ,  A r c h i v i s t  f o r  t h e  D i o ce s e  o f  San Di ego ,  

and h a v e  a p p e a r e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  and t h e  C a t h o l i c  

T i d i n g s , o t h e r  San  D i e g o  p e r i o d i c a l s  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i m­

p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  The San Diego  U n i o n . The 

San D i e g o  S u n , The  San  D i e g o  H e r a l d , a n d  The  San  D i e g o  

W o r l d . The  San D i e g o  H e r a l d  was  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  a s  a 

w e e k l y  n e w s p a p e r  on May 29 ,  1851 by J o h n  J u d s o n  Ames.  

The San  D i e g o  U n i o n  b e g a n  p u b l i c a t i o n  on O c t o b e r  10 ,  

1868.  The Weekly B u i l e t i n  s t a r t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  on Augus t  

21,  1869.  I n  1873 i t  became a d a i l y ,  and i n  1881 became 

San D i e g o  S u n . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n  was  a 

w e a l t h  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  on C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  

t i m e  p e r i o d .  T h i s  was a s e m i - m o n t h l y  n e w s p a p e r  p u b ­

l i s h e d  by I n d i a n  s t u d e n t s  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l  f o r  

I n d i a n s  i n  Bann i ng ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

J o u r n a l s  c o n t a i n i n g  a r t i c l e s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  

i n c l u d e d  The J o u r n a l  o f  San Diego H i s t o r y , The S o u t h e r n  

C a l i f o r n i a  Q u a r t e r l y , The  C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y  a n d  The 

C a t h o l i c  Mind.

P r i m a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  d o c u m e n t s  and  

l e t t e r s ,  e x i s t  i n  many h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h i v e s ,  an d  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  was l a r g e l y  b a s ed  on o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  c o l ­

l e c t e d  f rom t h e s e  a r c h i v e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a r c h i v e s  of  

r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n n e l .  The  G e n e r a l a t e  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e
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S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  

M i s s o u r i ;  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  P r o v i n c e  A r c h i v e s  a t  

C a r o n d e l e t  C e n t e r ,  Los  A n g e l e s ;  a n d  t h e  Academy o f  Our 

Lady o f  P e a c e  A r c h i v e s  were  a l l  f ound  t o  c o n t a i n  v i t a l  

document s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  communi t y ’s r o l e  i n  San D i e g o ’s 

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  h i s t o r y .  The A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  of  

t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  i n  D a y t o n ,  O h i o ,  c o n t a i n e d  p r i m a r y  

s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l ,  n o t a b l y  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  on t h e i r  s c h o o l s ,  

a s  d i d  t h e  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  

O r a n g e ,  i n  O r a n g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  e x t a n t  

h i s t o r i c a l  document s  a t  t h e  N a z a r e t h  House i n  San Di ego ,  

C a l i f o r n i a ;  an d ,  f i n a l l y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  has  been  s t o r e d  a t  

v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s  o r  p a r i s h  o f f i c e s  i n  San  D i e g o .  The 

A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  Los A n g e l e s ,  l o c a t e d  a t  

M i s s i o n  S a n  F e r n a n d o ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t e d  

h i s t o r i a n  on C a t h o l i c  h i s t o r y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Mons i gnor  

F r a n c i s  J .  Webe r ,  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  v a l u a b l e  s e c o n d a r y  

s o u r c e  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l .  However ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s o u r c e  of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  by f a r  on t h e  s u b j e c t  was  r e s e a r c h e d  a t  

A l c a l a  P a r k  i n  o f  San  D i e g o ,  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  

D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego.

The San Diego  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r y  

a nd  P h o t o g r a p h  C o l l e c t i o n  i n  B a l b o a  P a r k  was  f o u n d  t o  

c o n t a i n  may d o c u m e n t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

g e n e r a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  n a r r a t i v e s  on C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h e s  and 

p e r s o n s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  C h u r c h  i n  San  D i e g o .  O t h e r  

i n v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  were  o b t a i n e d
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f rom t h e  F e d e r a l  A r c h i v e s  and R e c o r d s  C e n t e r  l o c a t e d  i n  

L a g u n a  N i g u e l ,  C a l i f o r n i a ;  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ;  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S p e c i a l  

C o l l e c t i o n s  and U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v e s  i n  Me mo r i a l  L i b r a r y ,  

M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y .

F i n a l l y ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  men and women who 

a t t e n d e d  some o f  t h e  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  

a u t h o r  w i t h  a c t u a l  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  a n d  s e r v e d  w e l l  t o  

i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  b e i n g  a s c h o o l c h i l d  a t  a 

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  b e t w e e n  1850  and  

1936 .
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Des i gn  o f  t h e  S t udy

The  h i s t o r i c a l  me t hod  o f  r e s e a r c h  was  t h e  d e s i g n  

u t i l i z e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  The a u t h o r  i n c l u d e d  n o t  o n l y  an 

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  t h e  i s s u e ,  b u t  a l s o  i n t e r p r e t e d  and a n a l y z e d  t h e  

e v i d e n c e  i n  s u c h  f o r m  a s  t o  m e e t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  good 

r e s e a r c h .

The c h a p t e r s  h a v e  been a r r a n g e d  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l /  

t h e m a t e c  o r d e r .  The  f i r s t  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  

p r o v i d e s  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o p i c ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  a g e n e r a l  background  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  unde r  i n v e s ­

t i g a t i o n .  The S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  I s s u e  and t h e  D e l i m i t a ­

t i o n s  h a v e  been  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r .

A R e v i e w  o f  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  

s e c o n d  c h a p t e r .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  r e v i e w s  p e r t i n e n t  p r i mar y  

and s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  of  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  books ,  

n e w s p a p e r s ,  j o u r n a l s ,  l e t t e r s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  u n p u b l i s h e d  

m a n u s c r i p t s ,  t h e s e s  and d i s s e r t a t i o n s .  T h e s e  s o u r c e s  

h a v e  been  p e r u s e d  f o r  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r ­

e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  f r o m  1 8 5 0  t o  1 9 3 6 .  T h i s  c h a p ­

t e r  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  t h e  Des ign  o f  t h e  S t u d y .

C h a p t e r  I I I  documents  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  of  

S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  a n d  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  i n  San D i e g o  C o u n t y  a f t e r  1850 ,  t h e
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Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e .

The f o u r t h  c h a p t e r  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  t h r e e  C a t h o ­

l i c  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  w h i c h  o p e n e d  i n  

t h e  1880’s :  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s

i n  O l d  Town ( 1 8 8 6 ) ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma 

( 1 8 8 6 ) ,  a n d  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s  i n  B a n n i n g ,  

C a l i f o r n i a  ( 1 8 8 9 ) .

C h a p t e r  V t r a c e s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

Me r cy  i n  San  D i e g o  a n d  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  

N u r s i n g  i n  1903.

C h a p t e r  VI  d e t a i l s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  t o  M i s s i o n  San  L u i s  Rey de  F r a n c i a  

and  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  San  L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l  i n  

1913.

C h a p t e r  V I I  d o c u m e n t s  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  i n  S a n  D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  a l l  o f  

which were  t a u g h t  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Ca r o n ­

d e l e t :  Our  La dy  o f  A n g e l s  ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e ­

l i s t  ( 1 9 1 9 )  a n d  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  ( 1 9 2 0 ) .

The e i g h t h  c h a p t e r  t r a c e s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Orde r  

o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  t o  San  D i e g o  an d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  a l l - b o y s  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h a t  o f  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  wh i ch  opened  i n  1922.

C h a p t e r  IX p o r t r a y s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  

of  N a z a r e t h ,  and t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  a C a t h o l i c  o r p h a n a g e  and 

s c h o o l  a t  M i s s i o n  San Diego de A l c a l a  i n  1925.

C h a p t e r  X i s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e
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s c h o o l  a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  P a r i s h  i n  E a s t  

San Diego  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Orange .

C h a p t e r  XI c o n c e n t r a t e s  on t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S i s ­

t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  t o  San D i e g o ,  and 

t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  Our  La d y  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l  i n  San 

Y s i d r o  i n  1 9 3 3 .

The f i n a l  c h a p t e r ,  C h a p t e r  X I I ,  s e r v e s  a s  a Summary 

and O b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h .

I n  The  H i s t o r i a n  a s  D e t e c t i v e . W i n k s ^  l i k e n s  t h e  

h i s t o r i a n  t o  a d e t e c t i v e ,  i n  t h a t  b o t h  h a v e  much i n  com­

mon when c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  me thods  and d a n g e r s  o f  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  e v i d e n c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Van D a l e n  a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  m e t h o d  o f  r e s e a r c h  a r e  n o t  

p e r f e c t :

The  k n o w l e d g e  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  p r o d u c e s  i s  n e v e r  a 
t o t a l  a c c o u n t  o f  p a s t  a c t u a l i t y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  an  
i n c o m p l e t e d  j i g s a w  p u z z l e  o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  " b i t s  
and p i e c e s "  o f  c r e d i b l e  r e c o r d s  c o n c e r n i n g  a u n i q u e  
e v e n t .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  s t r i v e n  t o  i n t e r p r e t  

a n d  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i n  an  e d u c a t e d ,  s y s t e m a t i c  

and u n b i a s e d  manner .  I d e a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  

o t h e r s  t o  p u r s u e  c o n t i n u e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  

C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  i n  San Diego  County .
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CHAPTER I I I

The Academy o f  Our Lady o f  Peace  

and t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t . J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t

The  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  was  

f o u n d e d  i n  1648  a t  Le P u y ,  F r a n c e . ^  I t  was  o n e  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  u n c l o i s t e r e d  women d e v o t e d  

t o  t e a c h i n g  a n d  w o r k s  o f  c h a r i t y .  The c o n g r e g a t i o n  

q u i c k l y  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  L o i r e  V a l l e y  o f  F r a n c e ,  

and more t h a n  t h i r t y  c o m m u n i t i e s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  

d i o c e s e  o f  Le Puy a l o n e .  However ,  w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  

t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  e n s u i n g  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u ­

t i o n ,  t h e  o r d e r  was f o r c e d  t o  d i s a s s e m b l e .  A l t h o u g h  im­

p r i s o n e d  f o r  e l e v e n  m o n t h s  d u r i n g  t h e  R e i g n  o f  T e r r o r ,  

Mo t h e r  S a i n t  J ohn  Fo n tb on ne  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  

o f  S t .  J o s e p h  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i n  1 8 0 7 ,  a n d  u n d e r  

h e r  dynamic  l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  f l o u r i s h e d  once  

a g a i n .

I n  1 8 3 6 ,  t h e  f i r s t  f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n  b an d  l e f t  t h e  

Mot he r  House i n  Lyons ,  F r a n c e ,  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f
O

Amer i ca .  S i s t e r s  f o r  I n d i a n  m i s s i o n s  and c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  

t e a c h  t h e  d e a f  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  by R i g h t  

R e v e r e n d  J o s e p h  R o s a t i ,  f i r s t  B i s h o p  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  

S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .  The  S i s t e r s  s e t t l e d  i n  C a r o n d e ­

l e t , ^  a t o w n  on  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r ,
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3 4

where  t h e y  q u i c k l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  d i l i g e n t  

t e a c h e r s .

The f i r s t  d ec a d e  i n  Amer ica  was d i f f i c u l t  and d i s ­

c o u r a g i n g ,  and t h e  m i s s i o n  f i e l d  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  was c on ­

f i n e d  t o  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  an d  S t .  

L o u i s .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1847,  Mother  C e l e s t i n e  Pommerel  

made t h e  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o u t s i d e  

t h e  d i o c e s e  o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P e n n s y l ­

v a n i a . ^  Dur i ng  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d ec a d e ,  t h e y  expanded  e v e n  

f u r t h e r ,  and g r o u p s  o f  S i s t e r s  were  s e n t  f rom t h e  Mot he r  

House i n  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  s t a t e s .

I n  l i e u  of  t h e  g rowi ng  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  Mot he r  C e l e s ­

t i n e  was  u r g e d  by A r c h b i s h o p  K e n r i c k  t o  s t a b i l i z e  an d  

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  communi ty by means o f  an a p p r o v e d  c e n t r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t .  The A r c h b i s h o p  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t i e s  o f  

f r i e n d s h i p  and l o y a l t y  among t h e  v a r i o u s  h o u s e s  needed  

a s e a l  o f  a u t h o r i t y .  S i n c e  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n ' s  s u p e r i o r s  

i n  F r a n c e  a l s o  f a v o r e d  an i n d e p e n d e n t  Amer i can  g o v e r n ­

m e n t ,  a G e n e r a l a t e  a t  C a r o n d e l e t  was c r e a t e d  on May 4 ,  

1860,  a t  which  t i me  Mot he r  S a i n t  John Facemaz was e l e c t ­

ed S u p e r i o r - G e n e r a l .  I t  was  up t o  h e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  

a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  t h e  Holy  See f o r  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  i t s  new f o r m o f  G o v e r n m e n t .  She 

t r a v e l e d  t o  Rome i n  1860  a n d  1867 t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l . ^  

R e t u r n i n g  by s e a  f r o m  h e r  t r i p  t o  t h e  V a t i c a n  i n  

1867,  Mot he r  S a i n t  John  Facemaz and h e r  f e l l o w  s i s t e r s  

had a s  a t r a v e l i n g  companion  Bi shop  Thaddeus  Amat o f  t h e  

D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  The
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f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  B i s ho p  Amat begged  Mot he r  S a i n t  John  t o  

s e n d  some S i s t e r s  t o  h i s  D i o c e s e .  She  r e f u s e d  t h i s  

r e q u e s t ,  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  S i s t e r s  w e r e  i n  demand much 

c l o s e r  t o  home ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  f i e l d  was  t o o  g r e a t  f o r  t h e  

n u mb e r  o f  l a b o r e r s . ^  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  1 8 7 0 ,  M o t h e r  

S a i n t  J o h n  F a c e m a z  a g r e e d  t o  s e n d  a v o l u n t e e r  b a n d  o f  

s e v e n  S i s t e r s  t o  T u c s o n ,  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  t e r r i t o r y  o f  

A r i z o n a .  The  S i s t e r s  t r a v e l e d  f r o m  S t .  L o u i s  t o  San  

F r a n c i s c o  on t h e  n e w l y - c o m p l e t e d  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l ­

r o a d ,  a n d  t h e n  by s h i p  t o  Sa n  D i e g o ,  r e a c h i n g  San  D i e g o  

on May 3 ,  1 8 7 0 .  F o u r  d a y s  l a t e r ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  l e f t  San 

Diego on a wagon t r a i n  bound f o r  Tu c s o n ,  A r i z o n a ,  where  

t h e y  p l a n n e d  t o  o p e n  a s c h o o l .  An a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  

l o n g ,  a r d u o u s  t r e k  t h r o u g h  d e s e r t  and I n d i a n  c o u n t r y  was 

k e p t  i n  a j o u r n a l  by S i s t e r  Monica . ^
Q

A c c o r d i n g  t o  F i e l d s ,  t h e s e  c o u r a g e o u s  S i s t e r s  

must  h a v e  i m p r e s s e d  t h e  San Diego p a s t o r ,  F a t h e r  Anthony 

U b a c h ,  f o r  he  l a t e r  made r e p e a t e d  r e q u e s t s  f o r  S i s t e r s  

o f  S t .  J o s e p h  t o  be  s e n t  t o  San D i e g o .  The  R e v e r e n d  

Mot he r  Aga t ha  G u t h r i e ,  e l e c t e d  S u p e r i o r - G e n e r a l  i n  1872,  

f e l t ,  a s  h a d  h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  t h a t  San  D i e g o  was  t o o  

d i s t a n t  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  t o o  f ew S i s t e r s  t o  s p a r e .  

F a t h e r  Ubach  t h e r e f o r e  made t h e  l o n g  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  

Mot he r  House i n  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  p l e a d  h i s  c a s e  w i t h  Mother  

A g a t h a  i n  p e r s o n ,  a n d  t h e  S u p e r i o r  f i n a l l y  a c q u i e s e d .  

An u n p u b l i s h e d ,  t y p e w r i t t e n  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  t h e  Wes t e r n  

P r o v i n c i a l a t e  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f
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C a r o n d e l e t  s t a t e s :

I n  h i s  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  he  t o l d  o f  h i s  t h i r t y  d a y s  
o f  M a s s e s  a n d  o f  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  S t .  J o s e p h ,  who 
had n e v e r  b e f o r e  f a i l e d  him.  The S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  
was  much a f f e c t e d  by t h e  p r i e s t ' s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  
power  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  a n d  a n s w e r e d ,  " T h i s  r e q u e s t  
m u s t  h a v e  come d i r e c t l y  f r o m  o u r  H o l y  P a t r o n ,  an d  
t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  w i l l  open your  s c h o o l  i n  
f a r  away San Diego . "

On A p r i l  18,  1882,  t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  communi ty o f  

women t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e s i d e n c e  i n  San Diego County  a r r i v e d  

a b o a r d  t h e  s t e a m s h i p  " A n c o n . T h e  f o u r  members o f  t h e  

C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

S i s t e r s  Ambros i a  O ' N e i l ,  a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i o r ;  E u t i c h i a n a  

P i c c i n i ;  A mel i a  Leon and C o l e t t a  Dumbach.

By t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  T u c s o n ,  A r i z o n a ,  had been  

d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  home o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  i n  t h e  

W e s t e r n  s t a t e s .  M o t h e r  G o n z a g a  G r a n d  s e r v e d  a s  t h i r d  

p r o v i n c i a l  s u p e r i o r  f rom 1 8 8 1 - 1890 ,  d u r i n g  which  t i m e  a 

g r e a t  number o f  m i s s i o n s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and A r i z o n a  were  

o p e n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Academy o f  Our  La dy  o f  P e a c e .  

From t h e  c o n v e n t  and n o v i t i a t e  i n  Tuc s on ,  A r i z o n a ,  many 

o f  t h e  e a r l y  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  s u c h  a s  A m e l i a  

Leon,  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  vows.

As a page  f rom t h e i r  a c c o u n t  book shows ,  on t h e  day 

a f t e r  t h e  S i s t e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  San D i e g o ,  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t o ­

t a l i n g  $ 2 1 0 . 7 0  w e r e  made ,  w i t h  $ 2 0 . 0 0  p a i d  f o r  h o u s e  

r e n t  [ S e e  F i g u r e  1 ] ,  On May 1 0 ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o p e n e d  

t h e i r  s c h o o l ,  t h e  f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  i n  San  D i e g o  

C o u n t y  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  a t  S e c o n d  A v e n u e  

a n d  G S t r e e t .  On t h e  f i r s t  d a y ,  t h i r t y  s t u d e n t s  w e r e
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r e g i s t e r e d :  t w e n t y - e i g h t  g i r l s  a n d  two b o y s . ^  The 

a c c o u n t  b oo k  r e c o r d s  on May 12 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s h  r e c e i p t s :  $ 2 0 . 0 0  f r o m

R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r ,  $ 5 0 . 0 0  f r o m  F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  $3 1 . 75  f ro m  

t u i t i o n ,  and $13.00 f rom mus ic  [See  F i g u r e  2 ] .

On J u n e  1 3 ,  t h e  f i r s t  Mas s  was s a i d  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t  

c h a p e l  by F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  s c h o o l  was 

d e d i c a t e d  t o  "Our Lady o f  P e a c e , "  a name c h o s en  by t h e i r  

S u p e r i o r  i n  C a r o n d e l e t ,  R e v e r e n d  Mo t h e r  Aga tha  G u t h r i e .

W i t h i n  two  y e a r s ,  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  

i n a d e q u a t e  t o  meet  t h e  g rowi ng  number  o f  s t u d e n t s .  Rev­

e r e n d  M o t h e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p u r c h a s e d  p r o p e r t y  on F e b r u a r y  

13 ,  1 8 8 4 ,  a t  T h i r d  a n d  A S t r e e t s  ( B l o c k  12 o f  " H o r t o n ' s  

A d d i t i o n " )  f o r  t h e  sum o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  On J u n e  17,  1 8 8 4 ,  

t h e  S i s t e r s  moved  i n t o  t h e i r  new r e s i d e n c e ,  w h i c h  was

u s ed  f o r  b o t h  c o n v e n t  and s c h o o l .  The s c h o o l  c o n s i s t e d

1 2o f  t wo  c l a s s r o o m s ,  o n e  f o r  g i r l s  a n d  one  f o r  b o y s .

The  Communi t y  t h e n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  M o t h e r  A m b r o s i a ;  and

13S i s t e r s  P e r p e t u a ,  F r a n c e s c a ,  J u l i a  and C o l e t t a .  Ac­

c o r d i n g  t o  S m i t h ,  F a t h e r  Ub a c h  was  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l .  She s t a t e s :

Wa t ch i ng  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  p u p i l s  c l o s e l y  he r e a d  
t h e  m o n t h l y  r e p o r t s  a n d  o f f e r e d  p r i z e s  f o r  t h e  
h i g h e s t  a v e r a g e s .  He was a f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e  on t h e  
p l a y g r o u n d  w h e n ev e r  h i s  a s s i g n m e n t s  p e r m i t t e d .  The 
f o o t b a l l  u n d e r  h i s  a rm was  an  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  
boys  f o r  a d e l i g h t f u l  h a l f  h o u r  o f  f u n .

M o t h e r  V a l e r i a  B r a d s h a w  r e p l a c e d  Mother  Ambrosia  

O ' Ne i l  a s  S u p e r i o r  when t h e  l a t t e r  was a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r ­

i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  Government  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s  a t  F o r t
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Yuma, C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n  1885.  Under  Mot he r  V a l e r i a ’s d i r ­

e c t i o n ,  a new s c h o o l  was  b u i l t  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  Two 

l o t s  w e r e  s o l d  i n  J u n e  188 7 ,  a n d  t wo  more  l o t s  on t h e  

p r o p e r t y  w e r e  s o l d  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  t h e  same y e a r ,  f o r  a 

t o t a l  sum o f  $ 1 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new c o n ­

v e n t  commenced  i n  J u n e ,  188 7 ,  a n d  was  c o m p l e t e d  i n  

December .  The t o t a l  c o s t  was $ 1 6 , 8 4 0 . 0 0 . ^  T h i s  b u i l d ­

i n g  w o u l d  h o u s e  t h e  Academy o f  Our  La dy  o f  P e a c e  f o r  t h e  

n e x t  t h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s  [See  F i g u r e  3 ] ,

The S i s t e r s  had o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t h e i r  academy 

t o  be  f o r  y ou ng  l a d i e s ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  b o y s  

were  a c c e p t e d .  I n  1885,  t h e  S c h o o l  f o r  Boys o f f i c i a l l y
I

o p e n e d  on t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  T h i r d  a nd  A 

S t r e e t s .  The T u i t i o n  R e p o r t  f o r  t h a t  y e a r  l i s t s  a t o t a l  

o f  t h i r t y - t h r e e  b o y s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  4 ] ,  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,

S t .  J o s e p h ’s S c h o o l  f o r  B o ys ,  a s  i t  was  o f f i c i a l l y
1 /:

n a m e d ,  c a m e  t o  b e  k n o w n  a s  " T h e  C o l l e g e . "

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S i s t e r  L a u r e n t i n e  F a l v e y , ^  c l a s s e s  f o r

b o y s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  a s m a l l  c o t t a g e  l o c a t e d  b e h i n d  t h e

Academy H a l l .  T h e r e  was  a s e p a r a t e  g a t e  o p e n i n g  on

Second S t r e e t ,  and t h e  boys had t h e i r  own y a r d .  P u p i l s

r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e y  f i n i s h e d  t h e

e i g h t h  g r a d e .  "The C o l l e g e "  r e m a i n ed  i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l

t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  1919- 1920 ,  b u t  by t h a t  t i m e ,  o n l y  s m a l l

18boys  up t o  t h e  t h i r d  g r a d e  were  a d m i t t e d .  O l d e r  boys  

commuted t o  Our Lady of  A ng e l s  S c h o o l  i n  Go l den  H i l l ,  or  

were  f o r c e d  t o  a t t e n d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  I n  1920,  when S t .  

J o s e p h ’s Grammar  S c h o o l  o p e n e d  i n  down t own  San  D i e g o ,

-
K
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F i g u r e  3 .
Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e ,  3 r d  & A S t r e e t s ,  1888.  

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  Peace

m , . -
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b o y s  l i v i n g  i n  downt own San  D i e g o  w e r e  o n c e  a g a i n  a f ­

f o r d e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  a  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  [See  

CHAPTER V I I ] .

The t y p e  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  Academy of  Our Lady 

of  Pe a c e  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  by o t h e r  s c h o o l s  

c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t . ^  

I n  1 8 8 4 ,  t h e  S c h o o l  M a n u a l  f o r  t h e  Use  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

S a i n t  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  was p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  Mot he r  

H o u s e  i n  C a r o n d e l e t ,  a f t e r  a c o m m i t t e e  h a d  s t u d i e d  t h e  

b e s t  t e a c h i n g  me thods  and c o u r s e s  i n  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  I t  was used  a s  an a i d  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  c u r r i c u ­

lum and t e a c h i n g  me t hods  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s ,  and 

t o  p r o v i d e  a u n i f o r m  g u i d e  among a l l  t h e  s c h o o l s .  The 

f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  ma nua l  was d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p l a n  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l s :

The s c h o o l s  t a u g h t  by our  S i s t e r s  a r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  
a c a d e m i e s  an d  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s .  T h e s e  may be 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  E l e m e n t a r y  and Advanced . . . The  E l eme n ­
t a r y  C o u r s e  c o n s i s t s  o f  e i g h t  g r a d e s .  The  t i m e  
g i v e n  t o  e a c h  g r a d e  i s  u s u a l l y  o n e  y e a r . . .  The 
Advanced Cour se  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  J u n i o r  and S e n i o r .  
The e n t i r e  f o u r - y e a r  c o u r s e  e n t i t l e s  t h e  p u p i l  who 
p a s s e s  i t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t o  a g r a d u a t i n g  m e d a l .

The number  o f  p u p i l s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  Academy

o f  Our  Lady o f  P e a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r s  1886

t h r o u g h  1889 a v e r a g e d  a b o u t  250 .  From 1889 u n t i l  1892

t h e  a v e r a g e  numbe r  o f  p u p i l s  was  175 .  The n um b e r  o f

b o a r d e r s  d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s  a v e r a g e d  be t wee n  t w e n t y - f i v e

an d  t h i r t y ,  n e v e r  f a l l i n g  b e l o w  e i g h t e e n .  The  m u s i c

c l a s s  i n  1 8 8 6 - 1 8 8 7  r a n g e d  f r om f i f t e e n  t o  t w e n t y - s i x ,

and i n  1888 r e a c h e d  a l m o s t  s i x t y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a r c h i v a l

■ I - '
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r e c o r d s ,  s t u d e n t s  were  v e r y  p u n c t u a l  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .

The T u i t i o n  R e p o r t  ( 1 8 8 5 - 1 8 9 0 ) , ^  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  a r ­

c h i v e s  a t  t h e  Academy of  Our Lady o f  P e a c e  g i v e s  an  i n ­

d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  amount  o f  t u i t i o n  c h a r g e d  a c e n t u r y  ago.  

A c c o u n t s  show t h a t  i n  1 8 8 5 ,  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  

g r a d e s  p a i d  $ 1 . 0 0 - $ 2 . 00  p e r  month ,  w h i l e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  

s e n i o r  c l a s s e s  p a i d  $ 2 . 0 0 - $ 3 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .  Boys  p a i d  

$ 1 ^ 0  p e r  m o n t h ,  w h i l e  c h i l d r e n  t a k i n g  m u s i c  l e s s o n s  

p a i d  $ 4 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h  [ S e e  F i g u r e  5 ] ,  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t u i t i o n  was  b a s e d  on t h e  n u mb e r  o f  c l a s s e s  

e a c h  p u p i l  was  e n r o l l e d  i n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

c l a s s e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o o k .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  ( 1 8 9 7 - 1 9 0 2 ) ^  

s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1 8 9 7 ,  t u i t i o n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  

E n g l i s h  c l a s s e s  was  $ 9 9 . 7 5 ,  a n d  t u i t i o n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  

M u s i c ,  D r a w i n g  a n d  P a i n t i n g  c l a s s e s  was  $ 1 6 . 0 0 .  From 

t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  mus i c  c l a s s e s  were  a m a j o r  s o u r c e  of  

i n c o m e  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s .  A p i a n o  h a d  b e e n  r e n t e d  f o r  

$ 6 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  Aca de my ,  on 

May 1,  1 8 8 2 .  T h e r e  w e r e  f o u r t e e n  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  

mus i c  c l a s s e s  i n  1885,  b u t  t h i s  number  jumped t o  t h i r t y -  

s e v e n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  1886-87  and i n c r e a s e d  c o n t i n u ­

o u s l y  t h e r e a f t e r .

T u i t i o n  was o f t e n  p a i d  i n  lump sums,  a s  t h e  F i n a n ­

c i a l  R e p o r t ^  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s .  A summary o f  t h e  month of  

F e b r u a r y ,  1898,  l i s t s  a t o t a l  t u i t i o n  income o f  $133.00 

f r o m  v a r i o u s  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  [ S e e  F i g u r e  6 ] .
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Ex p en s e s  i n c u r r e d  t h a t  month i n c l u d e d  t h e  need  t o  move 

and r e p a i r  p i a n o s ,  p u r c h a s e  d ry  goods ,  g r o c e r i e s ,  wood, 

g a s ,  w a t e r ,  s t a m p s ,  i n k  an d  a p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  M o t h e r  

House .

I n  t h e  summer  o f  189 3  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  h a l l  a t  t h e  

Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e  was  e r e c t e d  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  

on C o l u m b u s  Day o f  t h e  s ame y e a r .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  c o n ­

t a i n e d  rooms f o r  m u s i c ,  a r t  s t u d i o s ,  and an a u d i t o r i u m  

w i t h  a s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  s i x  h u n d r e d .  The  Academy 

H a l l  h e l p e d  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  c o n g e s t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  of  t h e  

e v e r - g r o w i n g  s t u d e n t  body.  Many o t h e r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  

o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  S i s t e r  V a l e r i a  B r a d s h a w ' s  e l e v e n  y e a r  

t e n u r e  a s  S u p e r i o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e m o d e l i n g  o f  t h e  

c o n v e n t .  The c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

h a v e  been  n o t e d  by S a v a g e :

S i s t e r  V a l e r i a  was a woman o f  h i g h  i d e a l s  and broad
v i s i o n . . . T o  p r o m o t e  i t s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  t o  do
a l l  t h e  good  p o s s i b l e  t o  e v e r y o n e  w i t h  whom s h e  
came i n  c o n t a c t ,  were  t h e  g r e a t  a i ms  of  h e r  b e a u t i ­
f u l  l i f e .  Her g e n t l e n e s s  and r e f i n e m e n t ,  h e r  k i n d  
t h o u g h t f u l n e s s  f o r  o t h e r s ,  and a b ov e  a l l  h e r  c h a r i ­
t y  f o r  t h e  p o o r  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  
t a c t  i n  r e n d e r i n g  them a s s i s t a n c e ,  won h e r  t h e  l o v e  
and r e s p e c t  o f  a l l  c l a s s e s .  5

S i s t e r  V a l e r i a  B r ad s ha w ' s  t e r m  a s  S u p e r i o r  ended i n  

1895,  a t  which  t i me  Mot he r  M a r g a r e t  Mary Brady assumed 

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  Mary t a u g h t  t h e  

y o u n g e r  g r a d e s  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a n d  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  

a f t e r n o o n .  As t h e  number o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  grew,

s h e  s o o n  h ad  t o  d e v o t e  h e r  t i m e  c o m p l e t e l y  t o  t h e m ,

"c o mb i n i n g  h e r  g r o u p s  and i m p r o v i s i n g  h e r  equ i pmen t  i n  

o r d e r  t o  g i v e  h e r  s t u d e n t s  a maximum o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h
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9 f\minimum f a c i l i t i e s . "

Mot he r  M a r g a r e t  Mary Brady s e r v e d  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

f o r  a f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d ,  an d  i n  1 9 0 0 ,  M o t h e r  S t .  C l a i r  

B r e s n a h a n  a s s u m e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  T h r e e  y e a r s  i n t o  h e r  

t e r m ,  t h e  R i g h t  Re v e r e n d  Thomas J .  Cona t y  was a p p o i n t e d  

Bi s hop  o f  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s ,  on March 27,  1903.  Be­

c a u s e  Los A n g e l e s  and San Diego were  d e v e l o p i n g  a t  such  

a t r e m e n d o u s  r a t e ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  b e g a n  t o  

s e e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  We s t e r n  p r o v i n -  

c i a l a t e  i n  Los  A n g e l e s .  Due t o  a l a c k  o f  v o c a t i o n s  i n  

T u c s o n ,  t h e  We s t e r n  p r o v i n c i a l a t e  had c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t  i n  

A r i z o n a  i n  1890.  One month a f t e r  B i s ho p  Cona t y  was a p ­

p o i n t e d ,  S t .  M a r y ' s  Academy i n  Los  A n g e l e s  b e c a me  t h e  

p r o v i n c i a l  hous e  f o r  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s .

The  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  M o t h e r  S t .  C l a i r e  B r e s n a h a n

was  e x t r e m e l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  The  s c h o o l  m a i n t a i n e d  an

a v e r a g e  o f  e i g h t e e n  b o a r d e r s  i n  1 9 0 0 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  150 day

s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h i r t y  m u s i c  p u p i l s .  N e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  h e r

t e r m  t h e  f i g u r e s  h ad  r i s e n  t o  24 b o a r d e r s ,  200 day

s t u d e n t s  and  36 mus ic  p u p i l s .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  by 1905

t h e  Academy was  i n  e x c e l l e n t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  an d
9 7s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  was n e a r l y  p e r f e c t .

I n  1 9 0 6 ,  M o t h e r  S t .  C l a i r e  B r e s n a h a n  was  r e p l a c e d  

a s  S u p e r i o r  by M o t h e r  S t .  L o u i s  N u g e n t .  I n  t h e  n e x t  

y e a r ,  a t r a g e d y  s t r u c k  t h e  e n t i r e  C a t h o l i c  communi ty of  

San Di e g o ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  

C a r o n d e l e t .  F a t h e r  Ubach,  who had been  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
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b r i n g i n g  t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  t h e  c i t y ,  p a s s e d  away a t  S t .  

J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l ,  u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

Mercy.  F a t h e r  Ubach had a l w a y s  been  a f r i e n d ,  f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n t  and  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s .  Out o f  r e s p e c t  t o  

h i s  me mor y ,  t h e  S i l v e r  J u b i l e e  o f  t h e  Academy o f  Our  

Lady  o f  P e a c e  was  p o s t p o n e d .  B i s h o p  C o n a t y  u r g e d  t h e  

S i s t e r s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  j u b i l e e  was h e l d  on  J u n e  11,  

1 9 0 8 .  I t  was  a j o y f u l  o c c a s i o n  i n  w h i c h  many c i t i z e n s  

ga v e  l o f t y  t e s t i m o n i a l s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  o f  d e v o t e d  i n t e r ­

e s t  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  t h e  

s e r v i c e  o f  God among t h e  p e o p l e  of  San Diego .

Mo t h e r  S t .  C a t h e r i n e  B ea v e r  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

Academy i n  1912 a s  S u p e r i o r ,  a p o s i t i o n  which  s he  would  

h o l d  on and o f f  f o r  n e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y .  I t  

was u n d e r  h e r  many y e a r s  o f  dynamic l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  t h e  

Academy o f  Our  La d y  o f  P e a c e  b eca me  s u c h  a h i g h l y  r e p u t ­

a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

Mot he r  S t .  C a t h e r i n e  B e a v e r  was b u r d e n ed  w i t h  s t e a d i l y  

i n c r e a s i n g  t a x e s  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A v e r y  

w i s e  d e c i s i o n  made by S i s t e r  was t o  b e g i n  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  

new p r o p e r t y  i n  which  t o  b u i l d  a n o t h e r  Academy,  f u r t h e r  

away f r om t h e  downtown b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  A l o c a t i o n  i n  

M i s s i o n  H i l l s  was  p u r c h a s e d  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 1 4 ,  on a h i l l  

o v e r l o o k i n g  F o r t  S t o c k t o n  i n  Old Town, and t h e  s c h o o l  a t  

T h i r d  a n d  A S t r e e t s  was  p u t  up f o r  s a l e .  I t  had  n o t  

s o l d  by O c t o b e r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  when a f i r e  b r o k e  

o u t  w h i c h  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d e s t r o y  a l l  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .
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F o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  was  c a u g h t  i n  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  

money r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  d a m a g e s  e n a b l e d  n e e d e d  r e p a i r  

work  t o  be made on t h e  s c h o o l .  Y e a r l y  b a z a a r s  w e r e  a l s o

a s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  w i t h  which  t o  pay t a x e s .  M e a n w h i l e ,

28work on t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  M i s s i o n  H i l l s  was d e l a y e d .

I n  1 9 1 7 ,  M o t h e r  S t .  C a t h e r i n e  B e a v e r s  was  c a l l e d  

t o  Los A n g e l e s  where  s h e  was made P r o v i n c i a l  o f  t h e  Wes­

t e r n  P r o v i n c e .  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  Mary Br ady ,  who had been 

A s s i s t a n t  p r o v i n c i a l  i n  Los  A n g e l e s ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

Academy o n c e  a g a i n .  S i x  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  

Mary was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S t .  Lou i s  t o  become 1 s t  G e n e r a l  

C o u n c i l l o r  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  an d  S i s t e r  Mary  G e n e r o s a  W a l l  

became S u p e r i o r  a t  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e .

O f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  s t u d e n t s '  f i n a l  g r a d e s  d u r i n g  

S i s t e r  Mary G e n e r o s a  W a l l ' s  t e rm o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e x i s t  

i n  t h e  Academy a r c h i v e s , ^  w h i c h  d e t a i l  n a m e s  o f  h i g h  

s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ,  numbers  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  e a c h  h i g h  s c h o o l  

c l a s s ,  c o u r s e s  t a u g h t ,  and g r a d e s  r e c e i v e d .  Dur in g  t h e  

s c h o o l  t e r m  1 9 1 7 - 19 1 8 ,  t h e r e  were s e v e n  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  

t w e l f t h  g r a d e ,  s e v e n  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  e l e v e n t h  g r a d e ,  

t w e n t y - o n e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  t e n t h  g r a d e  and f i f t e e n  s t u ­

d e n t s  i n  t h e  n i n t h  g r a d e .  C o u r s e s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e v a l u a t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d  

i n c l u d e d :  1) S c i e n c e ,  2) C a t e c h i s m ,  3)  E n g l i s h ,  4)  H i s ­

t o r y ,  5) L a t i n  and 6) M a t h e m a t i c s .

Mothe r  Mary G e n e r o s a  W a l l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  

h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  by h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  a n d  t h e  A c a d e ­

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright owner. F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



my*s r e p u t a t i o n  grew.  The p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  p u p i l s  a t  Our 

Lady  o f  P e a c e  was  p a i d  t r i b u t e  by t h e  Los  A n g e l e s  T i ­

d i n g s  on S e p t e mb e r  16,  1921.

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  wo r k  
d o n e  by t h e  S i s t e r s  who f o r  s o  many y e a r s  h a v e  
p r o m o t e d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  Academy o f  Our  L a d y  o f  
P e a c e ,  i n  a d d t i o n  t o  which  t h e y  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  p a r o ­
c h i a l  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  They  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  
l a b o r e d  i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  
i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  a m b i t i o n s  a n d  a i m s  o f  t h e  y o un g  
women o f  San D i e g o ,  b u t  h a v e  a l s o  e a r n e s t l y  s o u g h t  
t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h a t  t r u e r  e d u c a t i o n  whi ch  r e s u l t s  
i n  r e f i n e m e n t  o f  tgind a n d  i n  t h e  a c h i e v i n g  o f  s t a n ­
d a r d s  and i d e a l s .

In  1923,  Mothe r  S t .  C a t h e r i n e  B e a v e r  was t r a n s f e r -  

ed back  t o  t h e  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  Peace  a s  S u p e r i o r .  

I n  l i e u  o f  t h e  v a s t l y - i n c r e a s e d  s t u d e n t  body,  S i s t e r  was 

d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  was  n o t  t o  

be d e l a y e d  any l o n g e r .  Mot he r  S t .  C a t h e r i n e  c o n s i d e r e d  

t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  M i s s i o n  H i l l s  which  s he  had p r e v i o u s l y  

s e l e c t e d ,  w h e r e  t h e  S i s t e r s  h a d  j u s t  won a c o u r t  c a s e  

p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  c i t y  f r o m  p u t t i n g  a s t r e e t  down i t s  

c e n t e r .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a n s  were  drawn up,  b u t  work had 

n o t  y e t  begun when Mot he r  S t .  C a t h e r i n e  was i n f o r m e d  of
O 1

a l a r g e  p r i v a t e  e s t a t e  o v e r l o o k i n g  M i s s i o n  V a l l e y ,  A 

t h a t  had f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  h a n ds  o f  a t r u s t  company.  T h i s  

p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a b o u t  t w e n t y  a c r e s  o f  l a n d ,  a n d  

h a d  s p a c i o u s  g a r d e n s ,  a swi mmi ng  p o o l  a n d  t h r e e  l a r g e  

b u i l d i n g s  which  had n e v e r  been  c o m p l e t e d  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  

[ Se e  F i g u r e  7 ] .

N e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  were  

begun i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f rom R e v e r ­

end  M o t h e r  Agnes  R o s s i t e r ,  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l ,  who was
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F i g u r e  7 .
Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e ,  C o p l e y  & Oregon S t r e e t s ,

c i r c a  1 9 2 0 ' s .
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  Academy o f  Our Lady of  Peace
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v i s i t i n g  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  i n  Los A n g e l e s .  The p r o p e r t y  

a t  T h i r d  a n d  A S t r e e t s  was  s o l d ,  a s  w e r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s
o *y

t h e m s e l v e s .  The  i n t e n d e d  s i t e  f o r  t h e  Academy i n

M i s s i o n  H i l l s  was a l s o  s o l d .

The new Academy o f  Our Lady of  P e a c e ,  on t h e  c o r n e r  

o f  C o p l e y  a n d  O r e g o n  S t r e e t s ,  o p e n e d  f o r  c l a s s e s  i n  

S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 2 5 . ^  M o t h e r  S a i n t  C a t h e r i n e  B e a v e r  

p r e s e r v e d  much o f  t h e  g r a c e  an d  b e a u t y  a t  t h e  f o r m e r  

e s t a t e  and i n s t i l l e d  e v e n  more l o v e l i n e s s  a t  t h e  Acade­

my. The  a v e r a g e  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  d u r i n g  h e r  s e c o n d  

t e r m  a s  S u p e r i o r  a v e r a g e d  250 s t u d e n t s . ^  One o f  t h e  

h i g h l i g h t s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Academy was t h e  f o r m a l  

d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  on May 14,  1927.  The b l e s s i n g  

of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  and g r o un ds  was g i v e n  by t h e  R i g h t  Rev­

e r e n d  B i s ho p  John  J .  C a n t w e l l .

S i s t e r  P a n c r a t i u s  M c N e l l i s  s u c c e e d e d  M o t h e r  S t .  

C a t h e r i n e  B e a v e r s  i n  1929,  b u t  when s he  d i e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  

l a t e r ,  Mot he r  S t .  C a t h e r i n e  r e t u r n e d  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t i me  

t o  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady o f  P e a c e .  On N o v e m b e r  10,  

1933,  t h e  Annua l  C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y  s ummar i zed  t h e  p r o ­

g r e s s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady  of  

Pe a c e  i n  t h e  c i t y  of  San Diego :

I t  i s  n o t  t o o  much t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  a c a d e m y  o f  Our 
La dy  o f  P e a c e  a t  V i l l a  M on t e m a r  i s  a l r e a d y  on e  of  
t h e  c o m p e l l i n g  t r i u m p h s  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  
T h e  a c a d e m y  h a s  b e e n  a n  a c t i v e  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  l i f e  o f  San Diego f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  and 
i t  h a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c i t y  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  a r t  
and l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g  and 
t h i n k i n g  o f  E u r o p e  and  A m e r i c a ,  w h i c h  t h e  S i s t e r s  
of  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  h a v e  l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  C o n g r e g a t i o n .  I t  i s  a
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p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  an d  h a s  
a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  l e a d i n g  E a s t e r n  and Wes t e rn  
c o l l e g e s .  Now, a s  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  i t  h a s  
a f f o r d e d  a l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  mu s i c .

M o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and s p i r i t u a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  were ,

f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  ma jor  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of

t h e  S i s t e r s .  S m y t h e ,  an  e a r l y  San  D i e g o  h i s t o r i a n ,

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  " . . . a  b o a r d i n g  an d  day  s c h o o l

f o r  g i r l s  a n d  y o un g  l a d i e s ,  w e l l  e q u i p p e d  f o r  t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  m e n t a l ,  m o r a l ,  and p h y s i c a l  powers  of

i t s  p u p i l s . T h e  s c h o o l ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a " f i n i s h i n g

s c h o o l ” s p r e a d  d e e p  i n t o  M e x i c o  a s  w e l l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o

Smi t h ,  t h e  r e g i s t e r s  o f  1925 and 1927 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e

d a u g h t e r s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  C a l l e s ,  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  e x e c u t i o n

of  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s  l a w s  i n  Mexico ,  were e n r o l l e d  a t  t h e

Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e  w h i l e  p e r s e c u t i o n  was
o 7

r a g i n g  i n  t h e i r  own c o u n t r y .  F i n a l l y ,  F i e l d s  m a i n ­

t a i n e d ,  "The s e l e c t  s c h o o l  f o r  young l a d i e s  g a v e  c u l t u r e  

an d  f i n i s h  t o  i t s  g r a d u a t e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h i s  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y . " ^ ®  The f i n e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

h a s  n o t  d i m i n i s h e d  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .
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CHAPTER I I I

N o t e s

^ S i s t e r  D o l o r i t a  M a r i e  D o u g h e r t y ,  The  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  ( S t .  L o u i s ,  MO: B. H e r d e r  Book 
C o . ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  2 5 .  C l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  were  Henry de Maupas du 
T o u r  ( B i s h o p  o f  Le P u y )  a n d  F a t h e r  J o h n  M e d a i l l e ,  a 
S o c i e t y  o f  J e s u s  m i s s i o n a r y .

^ S i s t e r  Mary L u c i d a  S a v a g e ,  The C o n g r e g a t i o n  of  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  ( S t .  L o u i s ,  MO: B. H e r d e r  Book Co. ,  
1 9 2 7 ) ,  p .  26 .  The  m i s s i o n a r y  h a n d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
o f  A m e r i c a  c o n s i s t e d  o f  S i s t e r  C e l e s t i n e  P o m m e r e l  a n d  
p o s t u l a n t  J u l i e  F o u r n i e r ,  who had b o t h  be e n  s e n t  t o  S t .  
E t i e n n e  t o  l e a r n  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  f r o m  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
C h a r l e s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n ;  a n d  S i s t e r s  
F e b r o n i e  and D e l p h i n e  Fo n tb o n ne  ( n i e c e s  o f  t h e  S u p e r i o r  
G e n e r a l ;  and  S i s t e r s  M a r g u e r i t e - F e l i c i t e  B o u t e ,  F e b r o n i e  
C h a p e l l o n ,  S a i n t  P r o t a i s  D e b o i l l e  and  P h i l o m e n e  V i l a i n e .

^ I n  1796,  C a r o n d e l e t  r e c e i v e d  i t s  name i n  honor  o f  
t h e  l a s t  S p a n i s h  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  Baron  de 
C a r o n d e l e t .

^ D o u g h e r t y ,  p p .  6 7 - 7 3 .  T h i s  was  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  
t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  F r a n c e s  P a t r i c k  K e n r i c k ,  who was f o r  
many y e a r s  a v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  and  e n c o u r a g i n g  b i s h o p .

^The d e c r e e  o f  f i n a l  a p p r o b a t i o n  was i s s u e d  a t  t h e  
end o f  a t e n - y e a r  p r o b a t i o n a r y  p e r i o d ,  on May 16,  1877,  
by Pope  P i u s  IX.

^ S a v a g e ,  p.  1 2 6 .  The  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  w e r e  
w e l l  known t o  B i s h o p  Amat,  a  member o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  
o f  t h e  M i s s i o n ,  f o r  h e  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  a  p a s t o r  o f  
S t .  V i n c e n t ’ s  P a r i s h  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i ,  w h e r e  t h e  
S i s t e r s  t a u g h t .  Se e  S i s t e r  Ann C e c e l i a  S m i t h ,  " E d u c a ­
t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  Ca r on ­
d e l e t  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  f rom 187 0 - 19 0 3 , "  D o c t o r a l  
D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Amer ica  (Washing­
t o n ,  D.C. ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  p p .  5 8 - 9 .

^ S i s t e r  M o n i c a ’s  J o u r n a l  h a s  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  p r e ­
s e r v e d  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  of  t h e  We s t e r n  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  o f  
t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  A copy o f  t h i s  
e x i s t s  a t  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e .  See  a l s o

55
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5 6

D o u g h e r t y ,  pp.  2 8 9 - 29 4 .  T h i s  r e q u e s t  was f i r s t  b r o a c h e d  
t o  M o t h e r  S a i n t  John  Facemaz ,  S u p e r i o r - G e n e r a l ,  i n  1868,  
by B i s h o p  Lamy o f  S a n t a  F e ,  New M e x i c o .  T u c s o n  was  i n  
h i s  d i o c e s e ,  u n de r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  F a t h e r  J ohn  Bap­
t i s t  S a l p o i n t e .

^ S i s t e r  Mary  J e a n  F i e l d s ,  " R e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  t h e  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  a n d  t h e  Academy o f  
Our  L a d y  o f  P e a c e ,  1 8 8 2 - 1 9 8 2 , "  J o u r n a l  o f  S a n  D i e g o  
H i s t o r y , Summer 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  178 .

^ U n p u b l i s h e d  D o c u m e n t ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t ,  We s t e r n  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  A r c h i v e s .  R e p r i n t e d  
i n  p a r t  i n  F i e l d s ,  p .  1 7 8 .

^ T h e  "Ancon"  s t e a m e r  h a d  a  r e g u l a r  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  
San F r a n c i s c o  and San Di e g o .  F i r s t  c l a s s  f a r e  was $5.00 
and t o  t r a v e l  s econd  c l a s s  c o s t  $3.00.

■ ^ " B r i e f  I t e m s  C o n n e c t e d  Wi th  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  Home o f  Our  L a d y  o f  P e a c e ,  U n p u b l i s h e d  D o c u m e n t ,  
Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e  A r c h i v e s ,  San  D i e g o ,  CA. 
J u l y  1 6 ,  1 8 9 1 ,  p.  1.

^ S i s t e r  Ann C e c e l i a  S m i t h ,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  t h e  W e s t ­
e r n  P r o v i n c e  f r o m  1 8 7 0 - 1 9 0 3 , "  D o c t o r a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Amer i ca  ( Wa s h i n g t on ,  D.C.,  1952) ,  
p.  42 .

^ B r i e f  I t e m s . . . p .  1.  H o w e v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o t h e r  
s o u r c e s ,  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e  s e n t  $ 6 5 0 . 0 0 ,  
and l o c a l  c i t z e n s  a dded  more t h a n  $1 , 100 . 00  t o  t h e  f u n d  
( i n c l u d i n g  a l m o s t  $500. 00  c o l l e c t e d  f rom m i n e r s )  wh ich  
p e r m i t t e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  new p r o p e r t y .  See 
F i e l d s ,  p.  182 .

■^Smi th ,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  42 .

^ B r i e f  I t e m s . . . p .  2.  The document  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  c o s t  was so h i g h  b e c a u s e  i t  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  boom,  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r s  w e r e  c h a r g i n g  h i g h e r  
r a t e s .  The e n t i r e  d e b t  was  p a i d  o f f  on F e b .  1 0 ,  1 8 9 1 .

^ S i s t e r  C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  L a C o s t e ,  "CSJ  i n  San  
D i e g o , "  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s . F e b r u a r y  11,  1982.

^ M e m o i r s  o f  S i s t e r  L a u r e n t i n e  F a l v e y ,  w r i t t e n  1980 
and  p r i o r .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  J o h n  B r a d y ,  
p a s t o r  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s  P a r i s h ,  down t own  San  D i e g o ,  t o  
B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  A p r i l  1 0 ,  1 9 1 9 ,  " . . . T h e y  [ t h e  A c a d e m y ]  
do n o t  a c c e p t  b o y s  — o n l y  s m a l l  b o y s  up t o  t h e  t h i r d  
g r a d e . "  Thes e  boys  wer e  mos t  l i k e l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S t .

K ; .
R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright owner. F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



5 7

J o s e p h ’s  Grammar  S c h o o l  i n  1 9 20 ,  when t h e  p a r o c h i a l  
s c h o o l  opened .  L e t t e r  on f i l e  a t  t h e  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ S m i t h ,  p .  44 .
on
i U S c h o o l  M a n u a l . f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  t a u g h t  by 

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  C o m p i l e d ,  
1 8 8 4 ;  R e v i s e d ,  1 9 1 0 ,  p .  9 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

Ol
B r i e f  I t e m s . . . p .  5

^ T u i t i o n  R e p o r t . 1885 -  1890,  S c h o o l  R e c o r d ,  Acade­
my o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e  A r c h i v e s .

^ F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t . 1897-1902 ,  S c h o o l  R e c o r d ,  Acade­
my o f  Our Lady of  P e a c e  A r c h i v e s .

24I b i d .

2^ S a v a g e ,  p .  264 .

2^ D o u g h e r t y ,  p .  301 .

2^ B r i e f  I t e m s , . . .  1900-1907 ,  p p s .  5 - 8 .

2 ® " H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Academy o f  Our  La d y  o f  P e a c e ,  
1 9 1 7 - 1 9 4 2 . ” U n p u b l i s h e d  D o c u me n t ,  Academy o f  o u r  La d y  
o f  P e a c e  A r c h i v e s ,  1 9 4 2 .  n . p .

2^ 0 f f i c i a l  Re c o r d  o f  F i n a l  G r a d e s . S e p t e mb e r ,  1917 
t o  J u n e ,  1924.  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e  A r c h i v e s .

• ^ Los Ange l e s  T i d i n g s . Sep tember  16,  1921 ,  p .  7 .

■^Th i s  was known a s  t h e  V a n d r u f f  E s t a t e .

^ 2F i e l d s ,  p.  1 86 .  An a g r e e m e n t  h a d  b e e n  made t h a t  
a n y t h i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  t o  go t o  t h e  
w r e c k e r s .  A b e l l  r e s t e d  on t h e  r a f t e r s  h i g h  up i n  t h e  
a l r e a d y  c o n de m n e d  b e l f r y ,  b u t  was  n o t  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  b e c a u s e  i n  M o t h e r  G e n e r o s a ' s  t i m e  t h e  c u p o l a  
h a d  b ec o m e  e x t r e m e l y  u n s t a b l e .  I n  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  
mov i ng ,  t h e  b e l l  was f o r g o t t e n ,  and c l a i m e d  by W h i t i n g  
Mead.  The g r e a t  o l d  b e l l ,  b e a r i n g  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "San 
J u a n ,  1790"  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  o n e  o f  t h e  s e v e n  b e l l s  
b r o u g h t  t o  San  D i e g o  f r o m  M e x i c o  i n  1834  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n s .  I t  h a s  now 
d i s a p p e a r e d .

^ D o u g h e r t y ,  p .  3 2 4 .  The Academy o f  Our  La d y  o f  
P e a c e  was g i v e n  a  s u b t i t l e ,  " V i l l a  Mon t e ma r . "

^ H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e ,  1 9 1 7 -
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33,l0 u r  Lady o f  P e a c e  Academy,” A nnua l  C a t h o l i c  D i r ­
e c t o r y , N o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 3 3 ,  p .  3 6 ,  S u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  C r o s s .

■ ^ W i l l i a m  E.  S m y t h e ,  H i s t o r y  o f  S a n  D i e g o  ( 1 5 4 2 -  
1 9 0 7 )  ( S a n  D i e g o ,  CA: The  H i s t o r y  Company ,  1 9 0 7 ) ,  p p .
5 7 8 - 9 .

3 ^ S m i t h ,  p .  4 4 .

38F i e l d s , p .  193.
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CHAPTER IV

S t . A n t h o ny , F o r t  Yuma and S t . B o n i f a c e :

The I n d i a n  S c h o o l s

I n t r o d u c t i o n

From t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e p u b l i c ,  t h e  

C a t h o l i c  Church  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  C h r i s t i a n i z e  t h e  I n d i a n s  

t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  l a c k i n g  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and  

m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  were  r e l a t i v e l y  s u c ­

c e s s f u l ,  and a g r e a t  number of  I n d i a n s  were  p e a c e f u l l y  

c o n v e r t e d  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  r e l i g i o n .  However ,  t h e  p r o g ­

r e s s  o f  t h e  Church was n e a r l y  s t i f l e d  under  t h e  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i o n  o f  U l y s s e s  S. G r a n t ,  when t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  famous 

" P e a c e  P o l i c y "  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  was  p u t  i n t o  e f ­

f e c t .

The i n t e n t  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  was  t o  a s s i g n  v a r i o u s  

r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  s e v e n t y - t w o  a g e n c i e s  

among which t h e  I n d i a n s  were  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  

G r a n t  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  c e r t a i n  way t o  make 

e d u c a t i o n a l  h e a d w a y  among t h e  I n d i a n s  was  t o  p u t  t h e  

m a t t e r  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n n e l .  U n f o r t u n ­

a t e l y ,  a l t h o u g h  C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  ha d  p r e v i o u s l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h i r t y - e i g h t  o f  t h o s e  s e v e n t y -  

two I n d i a n  a g e n c i e s ,  o n l y  s e v e n  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  

C a t h o l i c s  by t h e  U.S.  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s .

59
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The r e m a i n i n g  a g e n c i e s  were  a s s i g n e d  t o  v a r i o u s  P r o t e s ­

t a n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0 , 0 0  

C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p a s s e d  f rom C a t h o ­

l i c  t o  P r o t e s t a n t  c o n t r o l .  The C a t h o l i c  h i e r a r c h y  was 

i n c e n s e d .

T h i s ,  t h e n ,  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a m a j o r  c o n f l i c t  

be t ween  P r o t e s t a n t s  and C a t h o l i c s  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  I n d i a n  

e d u c a t i o n .  The " M i s s i o n  I n d i a n s "  o f  San Diego County ,  

r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h a t  name b e c a u s e  t h e y  had been  c o n v e r t e d  

by C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  were  

a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church .  F a t h e r  Anthony Ubach,  

t h e  f a m o u s  I n d i a n  e d u c a t o r ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  B i s h o p  Araat on 

t h e  c hange :

. . . t h e  I n d i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s  f e l t  v e r y  i n d i g n a n t  upon 
b e i n g  p l a c e d  under  t h e  c a r e  and s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
M e t h o d i s t  m i n i s t e r  and t h e y  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  u n d e r  no 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w o u l d  t h e y  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  
him a s  t h e y  n e v e r  knew a n y  o t h e r  p a d r e s  o r  m i n i s ­
t e r s  t h a n  u s  w i t h  t h e  l o n g  gowns .  Bu t  when I  t o l d  
t h e m t h a t  he  w o u l d  n e v e r  be  a l l o w e d  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  n o r  p r e a c h  or  i n s t r u c t  them as  
he  c o u l d  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e m  i n  S p a n i s h ,  t h e y  w e r e  
s a t i s f i e d .  H o w e v e r ,  I  c o u l d  a l w a y s  n o t i c e  t h a t  
t h e y  a l l  m i s t r u s t e d  him and  w o u l d  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  
do w i t h  him.

I n d e e d ,  many of  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n s  had been  p r a c ­

t i c i n g  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  f o r  o v e r  a c e n t u r y ,  a nd  t o  h a v e  

a n o t h e r  f a i t h  t h r u s t  u p on  t h e m  was  s i m p l y  n o t  t o  be t o l ­

e r a t e d .  When, i n  1873,  C h a r l e s  A. Wetmore was a p p o i n t e d  

S p e c i a l  Commiss ioner  t o  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n s  i n  San Diego 

Coun t y ,  he d e p l o r e d  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  I n d i ­

ans  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church  r e - e s t a b l i s h  

m i s s i o n a r y  work  among t h e m .  F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
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had n e v e r  c e a s e d  t o i l i n g  among " h i s "  I n d i a n s ,  e n d e a v o r ­

i n g  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  a n d  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  

t e r r i b l e  i n j u s t i c e s  s u f f e r e d  by them.

The C a t h o l i c  h i e r a r c h y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a l s o  

b e g a n  t a k i n g  a c t i o n .  As a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  G r a n t ' s  

P e a c e  P o l i c y ,  C a t h o l i c s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1874  a c e n t r a l  

a ge nc y  i n  Wa s h i ng t on  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  and d i r e c t  C a t h o l i c  

I n d i a n  m i s s i o n  work.  T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  became known as  

t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  f i v e  y e a r s  

l a t e r . ^  G r a n t ' s  p rogram g r a d u a l l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d  a s  t h e  

C a t h o l i c s  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t s  f o u g h t  o v e r  m i s s i o n  f i e l d s ,  

and f i n a l l y ,  i n  1881,  t h e  g o v e r n me n t  d e c i d e d  t h a t  r e s e r ­

v a t i o n s  w o u l d  be o p e n  t o  m i s s i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y  by a l l  

g r o u p s .

The g o v e r n m e n t ,  l a c k i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s c h o o l  

s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  upon t h e  s c h o o l s  

t h a t  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by v a r i o u s  r e l i ­

g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  The  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  

M i s s i o n s ,  a s  many P r o t e s t a n t  g r o u p s  had done ,  o f f e r e d  t o  

p r o v i d e  p r o p e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  c l o t h i n g  and  

e d u c a t i o n a l  n e c e s s i t i e s  t o  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  i f  t h e  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  w o u l d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a f i x e d  a n n u a l  p e r  c a p i t a  

c o m p e n s a t i o n .  Day s c h o o l s  and b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t ­

ed u n de r  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  were  p a r t  o f  what  became known 

a s  t h e  " c o n t r a c t  sy s t em. "

Thes e  c o n t r a c t s  were  e s p e c i a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h e  

C a t h o l i c s ,  s i n c e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e
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g i f t s  o f  t h e  f amo u s  N e g r o  a n d  I n d i a n  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  

M o t h e r  K a t h e r i n e  D r e x e l ,  a n d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f s  o f  

p r i e s t s  a nd  n u n s ,  p r o v i d e d  a d e q u a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

s c h o o l s .  I t  was  e a s y  f o r  t h e  C h u r c h  t o  e x p a n d  u n d e r  

s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s . ^  T h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  

M i s s i o n s ,  u n d e r  t h e  z e a l o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M o n s i g n o r  

J o s e p h  Andrew S t e p h a n ,  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

l a r g e  number  of  day s c h o o l s  and  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  

I n d i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .

A ma j o r  b low,  h o w e v e r ,  came i n  1888,  when P r e s i d e n t  

H a r r i s o n  a p p o i n t e d  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Morgan,  a C i v i l  War 

g e n e r a l  and a p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t o r ,  t o  t h e  p o s t  o f  Com­

m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s .  F o r  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

I n d i a n  S c h o o l s  he a p p o i n t e d  t h e  R e v e r en d  D a n i e l  D o r c h e s ­

t e r ,  a M e t h o d i s t  c l e r g y m a n .  Morgan f e r v e n t l y  opposed  

t h e  c o n t r a c t  sy s t em,  p r e f e r r i n g  i n s t e a d  a n a t i o n a l  I n d i ­

an s c h o o l  s y s t em run by g o v e r nm e n t  e m p l o y ee s .  He a l s o  

v e h e m e n t l y  opposed  s e c t a r i a n i s m  i n  go v e r nme n t  s c h o o l s ,  

a s  was  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma, 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  where t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n de -  

l e t  had been  employed by t h e  U.S. g ove r nme n t  t o  e d u c a t e  

t h e  Yuma I n d i a n s .  W i t h  s u c h  a man i n  c h a r g e  o f  I n d i a n  

s c h o o l s ,  C a t h o l i c s  f e a r e d  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a ­

t i o n a l  w o r k .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  w e r e  s t r o n g l y  

s u p p o r t e d  by bo t h  P r o t e s t a n t s  and go v e r nme n t  o f f i c i a l s .  

I n  1 8 9 5 ,  t h e  l o n g - t h r e a t e n e d  c h a n g e  i n  I n d i a n  p o l i c y  

b e c a me  a r e a l i t y .  A l l  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  

c o n t r a c t  s c h o o l s  w e r e  d e c r e a s e d  a n n u a l l y ,  u n t i l  t h e y

W k
R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of  th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



6 3

c e a s e d  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  1900.

T h i s  was d e v a s t a t i n g  t o  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t o r s .  F a t h e r  

W i l l i a m  H. K e t c h a m ,  who s u c c e e d e d  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  a s  

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bu r ea u  of  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  was 

d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  t o  c l o s e  any C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s .  He 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1901 t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  F a i t h  Among I n d i a n  C h i l d r e n .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  s p r i n g ,  a n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  I n d i a n  S e n t i n a l , was 

i n a u g u r a t e d  a s  a means  o f  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  news o f  t h e  t h e  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  C a t h o l i c s  w e r e  

h e a r t e n e d  w h e n  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  a s s u m e d  t h e  

P r e s i d e n c y .  He, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a p p o i n t e d  C a t h o l i c s  

t o  t h e  Board  o f  I n d i a n  C o m m i s s i o n e r s :  A r c h b i s h o p  Ryan of  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  and Mr.  C h a r l e s  B o n a p a r t e ,  who became v e r y  

i n f l u e n t i a l .  T h i s  m a r k e d  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  be t wee n  C a t h o l i c s  and t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  t h e  h e a l i n g  p r o c e s s  t o o k  t i m e ,  many 

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  I n d i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  had 

been  f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e ,  n e v e r  t o  r e - o p e n .

The a t t i t u d e  o p p o s i n g  s e c t a r i a n i s m  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  

and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  p r e s s u r e d  

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  w i t h d r a w  f rom 

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma i n  1 9 0 0 .  S t .  

A n t h o n y ’ s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l ,  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  San  D i e g o ,  

managed t o  s u r v i v e  a n o t h e r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  on 

t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  F a t h e r  Ubach a l o n e .  The t h i r d  

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  S t .
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B o n i f a c e ,  was  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l .  I t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

e x i s t ,  m a i n l y  t h r o u g h  d i o c e s a n  s u p p o r t ,  u n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e  

of  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  f a c e d  a c o n ­

t i n u a l  b a t t l e  t o  s t a y  open.  A l l  t h r e e  s c h o o l s  s e r v e d  a 

s p e c i a l  n e e d  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  t h a t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  

C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  t o  a q u i c k l y  d i s a p p e a r i n g  m i n o r i t y ,  

t h e  I n d i a n s .  Wi t h  t h e i r  c l o s i n g ,  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  

f o r c e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  n o n - s e c u l a r  g o v e r n me n t  s c h o o l s  t h a t  

w e r e  c r o p p i n g  up a l l  o v e r  t h e  C o u n t y .

F i n a l l y ,  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  

I n d i a n s  owed t h e i r  u n i q u e  e x i s t e n c e  t o  many d e d i c a t e d ,  

c o n c e r n e d  me mber s  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  I n  p a r t i c u ­

l a r ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c r e d i t  i s  due  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  

J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t ,  who t a u g h t  i n  a l l  t h r e e  s c h o o l s ,  

an d  a r e  now h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  r e n o w n e d  I n d i a n  

e d u c a t o r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

- '  ? £ &
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F a t h e r  Ubach and 

S t . A n t h o n y 1s I n d u s t r i a l  S ch o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s

P e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f r i e n d  and  b e n e f a c t o r  t o  t h e  

M i s s i o n  I n d i a n s  o f  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  F a t h e r  Uba c h .  

A n t h o n y  D o m i n i c  Ub a c h  was b o r n  i n  B a r c e l o n a ,  S p a i n ,  i n  

1 8 3 5 ,  t o  a p r o m i n e n t  S p a n i s h  f a m i l y  b e a r i n g  a German 

su rname .  He was a w e l l - e d u c a t e d  young man,  a p o e t ,  and 

an  a c c o m p l i s h e d  s w o r d s m a n .  At t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y ,  he 

a c c o m p a n i e d  B i s h o p  T h a d d e u s  Amat ,  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  

M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s ,  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

c o m p l e t e  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a s  a m i s s i o n a r y  p r i e s t  

a t  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Semi nary  a t  Cape G i r a r d e a u ,  M i s s o u r i .

Ubach was o r d a i n e d  on A p r i l  7,  1860,  by A r ch b i s h o p  

Alemany i n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f o r n i a . ^  He was f i r s t  a s ­

s i g n e d  t o  M i s s i o n  San J uan  B a u t i s t a ,  where  he i m m e d i a t e ­

l y  o p e n e d  a n  o r p h a n a g e  a n d  d a y  s c h o o l ,  s t a f f e d  by t h e  

S i s t e r s  of  C h a r i t y . ^

Ubach  l e f t  M i s s i o n  San  J u a n  B a u t i s t a  i n  1865 f o r  

M a r y s v i l l e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  b u t  s e r v e d  i n  t h a t  V i c a r i a t e  

o n l y  a s h o r t  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  M o n t e r e y /  

L o s  A n g e l e s  D i o c e s e  t h e  same y e a r .  The f o l l o w i n g  

summer Ubach [See  F i g u r e  8]  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  San Diego 

t o  become t h e  f i f t h  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n  

Church  i n  Old Town.

From t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  San  D i e g o  i n  1 86 6 ,

65
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F i g u r e  8 .
F a t h e r  Anthony Dominic  Ubach ,  P a s t o r  of  San Diego 

from 1866 t o  1907 .
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  Peace
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u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  f o r t y - o n e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  n u m b e r  one  

p r i o r i t y  i n  F a t h e r  U b a c h ' s  l i f e  was  b e t t e r i n g  t h e  c o n ­

d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  w i t h i n  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  S h o r t l y  

a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  San  D i e g o ,  Uba c h  t o o k  t o  t h e  b a c k  

c o u n t r y  t r a i l s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c q u a i n t  h i m ­

s e l f  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s .  I t  was  a j o u r n e y  t h a t  w o u l d  be 

r e p e a t e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a y e a r  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  

d e c a d e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  C l a r k ,  " A l w a y s  h i s  v i s i t s  w e r e  

momentous o c c a s i o n s  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  and  he 

e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  f e a s t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  t h e y  u s u a l l y  p u t  on 

when he  c a m e . . . T h e  I n d i a n s  r e g a r d e d  h i m w i t h  a  v e n e r a ­

t i o n  l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  w o r s h i p  and  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  among 

t h e m  was so  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  came t o  r e l y  on h i s  

judgment  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y . . . " . ^

Ubach was e x t r e m e l y  unhappy w i t h  t h e  s q u a l i d  c o n d i ­

t i o n s  i n  which  he f ound  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  and d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  

i n  h i s  p ow e r  t o  h e l p  t h e m .  I n  1 8 7 3 ,  h e  w r o t e  a l e t t e r  

t o  B i s h o p  T h a d d e u s  Amat ,  w h i c h  was  t y p i c a l  o f  h i s  many 

l e t t e r s  t o  Was h i n g t on  o f f i c i a l s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  of  

t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  h i s  p r o v i n c e .  He s t a t e d :

I t  i s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  I  t a k e  my 
pen  t o  w r i t e  a f ew w o r d s ,  a b o u t  t h e  p o o r  I n d i a n s  
w i t h i n  my j u r i s d i c t i o n .  For  I  mus t  c o n f e s s  and  be 
a l l o w e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  a f f e c t s  my v e r y  h e a r t  t o  s e e  
t h e i r  g r e a t  w a n t s ,  t h e i r  r i g h t s  so v e r y  o f t e n  v i o ­
l a t e d ,  by u n s c r u p u l o u s  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s ,  t a k i n g  e v e r y  
a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  them on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  and 
f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  them any chanc e  
f o r  r e d r e s s . . . S a d ,  i n d e e d  a n d  v e r y  g l o o m y  i s  t h e i r  
f u t u r e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t a k e s  some v e r y  a s ­
t r i n g e n t  m e a s u r e s . . .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  Ubach was n o t  a l o n e  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o
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h e l p  t h e  I n d i a n s .  W i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1881 o f  k_ 

C e n t u r y  o f  D i s h o n o r , and  i n  1892 o f  h e r  b e s t - s e l l i n g  

f i c t i o n a l  n o v e l  Ramona. Mrs .  H e l e n  Hunt  J a c k s o n  g r e a t l y  

a r o u s e d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  s a d  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  San 

D i e g o  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n s . ^  I n  1 8 8 2 ,  P r e s i d e n t  A r t h u r  a p ­

p o i n t e d  Mrs.  J a c k s o n  and Abbot  Kinney a s  I n d i a n  S p e c i a l  

A g e n t s  i n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I n  t h e i r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  s u b m i t t e d  i n  J u l y  o f  

1 8 8 3 ,  J a c k s o n  an d  K i n n e y  made a n u m b e r  o f  s p e c i f i c  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

s c h o o l s  f o r  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n . ^ ®

For  y e a r s ,  F a t h e r  Ubach s o u g h t  t o  o b t a i n  g o ve r n m e n t  

a i d  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an  i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l ;  i . e . ,  a 

s c h o o l  w h i c h  s t r e s s e d  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  f o r  t h e  

I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  o f  Old  Town, b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  

s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  be g r e a t l y  a m e l o r i a t e d  t h r o u g h  e d u c a ­

t i o n .  On n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s  he  t r i e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  

t e a c h  b o t h  I n d i a n s  and w h i t e  c h i l d r e n  i n  San Diego;  t h e  

S i s t e r s  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  t o  o p e n  an  a c a d e m y  f o r  young  

l a d i e s  i n  1882 [ S e e  CHAPTER I I I ] .  H i s  p l e a s  f o r  a 

g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  f e l l  on d e a f  e a r s  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  many c i t i z e n s  

were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d ­

i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  O l d  T o w n . ^  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  

an I n d i a n  s c h o o l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  unde r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  

o f  Mrs .  C r o t h e r s ,  and t h e  San Diego Union r e p o r t e d :

Mrs.  C r o t h e r s  ough t  t o  r e c e i v e  e v e r y  e n co u r ag e me n t

M&: ■ '
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i n  h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e s e  young h e a t h e n .  I t  
s h o u l d  be t h e  o b j e c t  of  e v e r y  communi ty t o  e d u c a t e  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  a l l  c l a s s e s .  No t h i n g  pays  b e t t e r ;  
i t  i s  e c o no my .  I t  i s  c h e a p e r  t o  e x p e n d  means  l i b ­
e r a l l y  i n  making good c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  ' r i s i n g  ge n ­
e r a t i o n '  t h r o u g h  t h e  medium o f  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e l l i ­
g e n c e  t h a n  i t  i s  t o  i n c u r  t h e  c o s t  o f  p r o s e c u t i n g  
and i m p r i s o n i n g  them a s  c r i m i n a l s .  The r e  i s  n o t h ­
i n g  t h a t  a p p e a l s  more  f o r c i b l y  t o  t h e  p i t y  o f  a 
good  man o r  woman t h a n  a n  i g n o r a n t ,  d e g r a d e d  p e r ­
s o n .

The e n r o l l m e n t  i n  M r s .  C r o t h e r s  s c h o o l  g r ew f r om

e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s e v e n t y  c h i l d r e n  i n  i t s

f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  and i t s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  were n o t e d

w i t h  e n c o u r a g e m e n t :

Owing t o  t h e  f r e q u e n t  b r e a k i n g  up o f  camps  an d  
r e m o v a l  o f  f a m i l i e s ,  f rom t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s e e k i n g  
employment  o r  food e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e r e  has  been g r e a t  
f l u c t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e . . . [ b u t  ] i t  h a s  b e e n  
f u l l y  p r o v e n  t h a t  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  
g r e a t e r  i m p r ov e me n t  t h a n  was f i r s t  suppos e d .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  began

i n  Old  Town, f e d e r a l  a i d  was w i t h d ra w n .  T h i s  s p u r r e d  a

g r o u p  o f  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  t o  f o r m  t h e  I n d i a n  Aid S o c i e t y

i n  1 8 8 2 ,  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h o s e  p u r p o s e  was  t o  e n s u r e

t h a t  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e d  an e d u c a t i o n .  The S o c i e t y

was o r i g i n a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  s o l e l y  by l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  who

r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  "Tha t  i n  v i ew of

t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  s c h o o l ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  San Diego be

a s k e d  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t h e  sum o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  p e r

m o n t h ,  f o r  r e n t ,  b o o k s  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  i n c i d e n t  t o

t h e  w o r k . " I ^  S o l i c i t a t i o n s  f o r  p r i v a t e  s u b s c r i p t i o n

w e r e  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s c h o o l ,  an d  g o v e r n m e n t

a i d  was s o u g h t  a g a i n . ^

The I n d i a n  Aid S o c i e t y  was s u c c e e d e d  i n  1884 by t h e
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I n d i a n  Aid A s s o c i a t i o n . ^  The A s s o c i a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  

made a c a l l  f o r  a l l  p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ­

me n t  o f  an  I n d u s t r i a l  Home f o r  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  a 

m e e t i n g  was s e t  a t  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h . ^  C h i l d r e n  

were  r e c r u i t e d  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ’s s c h o o l ,  b u t  w i t h i n  

s i x  w e e k s  o f  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  r e q u e s t s  w e r e  made o f

Mr.  J o s e p h  M a n n a s s e  t o  s p e a k  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  I n d i a n

18p a r e n t s  who wanted  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  home a t  n i g h t .

F a t h e r  Ubach  h a d  a l w a y s  l o n g e d  t o  be i n  c h a r g e  o f  

t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l ,  and t o  h a v e  i t  un d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  

t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he  made r e p e a t e d  

a p p e a l s  f o r  f un d s  t o  t h e  Commi s s i one r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  

on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  who had been  c o mmi s s i oned  

t o  t e a c h  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  San  D i e g o .  T h e r e  was  l i t t l e  

e f f e c t ,  an d  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  e r r a t i c  f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  an d  

f u n d i n g ,  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  women c a l l e d  on him,  a d m i t t e d  

t h e i r  d e f e a t ,  and e v e n  o f f e r e d  t o  u r g e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t t o
1 Qg i v e  h im t h e  s c h o o l /  E n c o u r a g e d ,  Ubach  s u b m i t t e d  a 

new p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1885,  he 

w r o t e  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  H i r a m  P r i c e ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  t h e i r  wor k  w i t h  

t h e  I n d i a n s :

. . .Some t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o ,  I  b r o u g h t  a c o l o n y  of  S i s ­
t e r s  o f  t h e  O r d e r  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ,  f r o m  S t .  L o u i s ,  
Mo. t o  o pe n  a n  Academy f o r  y o u n g  l a d i e s  i n  t h i s  
C i t y . . . I  c o u l d  p r o c u r e  S i s t e r s  e n o u g h  t o  t e a c h  t h e  
I n d i a n  s c h o o l  h e r e ,  i f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  wou l d  e n t r u s t  
t o  t h e m  t h e  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  r o a m  i n  o u r  
s t r e e t s ,  u n d e r  t h e  s ame t e r m s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  you 
r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  l a d i e s  whom you had  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
c o n d u c t  t h e i r  s c h o o l  h e r e  t i l l  l a t e l y . . . A n y  o n e ,
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n o t  p r e d i s p o s e d ,  can  f a i l  s e e  t h e  immense good and 
most  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s ,  t h a t  would  be p r od u c e d  
by t h e  S i s t e r s  t a k i n g  a b s o l u t e  c h a r g e  o f  t h i s  I n d i ­
a n  S c h o o l  h e r e . . . .

H o w e v e r ,  h i s  p r o p o s a l  was  i g n o r e d  a nd  t h e  l e t t e r

n e v e r  a n s w e r e d .  U n d a u n t e d ,  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h e  same

y e a r ,  he  p e n n e d  a l e t t e r  t o  G e n e r a l  W. L.  E o s e c r a n s  on

t h e  same s u b j e c t :

P e r m i t  me once  more t o  a d d r e s s  you t h e s e  few l i n e s ,  
on  t h e  s a m e  s u b j e c t  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  my f o r m e r  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  n a m e l y ,  a b o u t  t h e  I n d i a n  ag e n c y  f o r  
me,  and a b o u t  t h e  I n d i a n  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  
M i s s i o n s  [ M i s s i o n  I n d i a n s ]  who r oa m a l l  o v e r  o u r  
s t r e e t s ,  f o r  t h e  good S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ,  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  h e r e .

W i t h i n  w e e k s ,  Ubach  was  i n f o r m e d  by t h e  B u r e a u  o f

C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  t h a t  he c o u l d  open a g o v e r n m e n t

s u p p o r t e d  s c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s  on t h e  Yuma R e s e r v a t i o n ,  i f
9 ohe c o u l d  p r o v i d e  t e a c h e r s .  Ubach r e p l i e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

t o  S e c r e t a r y  L u s k  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  

M i s s i o n s  t h a t  S i s t e r s  were a v a i l a b l e ,  and t o o k  t h e  op­

p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s s  f o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a s i m i l a r  

s c h o o l  a t  San D i e g o ,  g i v i n g  a r e s u m e  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  o v e r

t h e  p r e c e d i n g  t w e n t y  y e a r s  t o  o b t a i n  s uch  an e s t a b l i s h -  

23m e n t .

I n  18 8 6 ,  when t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  s e c u r i n g  an  I n d i a n  

c o n t r a c t  seemed a l m o s t  c e r t a i n , ^  Ubach went  t o  Wash i ng­

t o n  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .  To f i n a n c e  t h e  

t r i p ,  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  r a n c h e r i a s  c o l l e c t e d  

$109. 00 ,  and B i s h o p  Mora d o n a t e d  a n o t h e r  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 . ^  So 

i n s i s t e n t  was  F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n -

K - :  ■
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d i a n  M i s s i o n s  r e q u e s t e d  J.D.C.  A t k i n s ,  t h e  Commi s s i one r  

o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  f o r  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  

f i f t y  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  a t  an  a n n u a l  p e r  c a p i t a  c ompensa ­

t i o n  o f  $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 . ^  A l i t t l e  more  t h a n  a m o n t h  l a t e r ,  

F a t h e r  Uba c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t i c e  f r o m  t h e  

B u r e a u :  " C o n t r a c t  f o r  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p u p i l s  a t  on e

h u n d r e d  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  s e c u r e d .  S t a r t  s c h o o l  by Sep t e m­

b e r  f i r s t .

Uba c h  b e g a n  p r e p a r i n g  a t  o n c e  f o r  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l .  B i s h op  Mora s e n t  $100.00 t o  p u r c h a s e  c o t s ,  

a n d  F a t h e r  Adam s e n t  $ 4 0 0 . 0 0  t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  t h e  c o s t  o f  

r e m o d e l i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Old Town t h a t  would  be u s ed  

f o r  t h e  s c h o o l . ^ ®  T h i s  was  t h e  " C a s a  de A g u i r r e , o n  

t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Twiggs  S r e e t  and San Diego Avenue.  F a t h e r

U b a c h  t h e n  made a t o u r  o f  t h e  r a n c h e r i a s  i n  h i s  j u r i s -

30d i c t i o n  t o  r e c r u i t  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .

S t .  A n t h on y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  named 

a f t e r  F a t h e r  Anthony Ubach,  opened  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1886,  

w i t h  F a t h e r  Ubach  a s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  

A g a t h a  G u t h r i e  g a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  a l l o w  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  

J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  t e a c h ,  and S i s t e r  H y a c i n t h  B l a n c  

was  c h o s e n  a s  S u p e r i o r  o f  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d i a n  S c h o o l .  

She ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S i s t e r s  T e r e s a  O r t i z  and  N a za r e n e  Dean,  

w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t e a c h e r s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  The  S i s t e r s  

commut e d  d a i l y  by a h o r s e - d r a w n  b ug gy  f r o m  t h e i r  r e s i ­

d e n c e  a t  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e ,  a t  T h i r d  an d  

A S t r e e t s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  Mary,  "They had 

q u i t e  a n u mb e r  o f  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  h o u s e d  i n  n a r r o w
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q u a r t e r s  and were  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  t h e  Mass c e l e b r a t e d  

t h e r e  e v e r y  d a y ,  f o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I  s p e a k  o f ,  t h e  

S i s t e r s  had a r e s i d e n t  C h a p l a i n . "31

The  f o l l o w i n g  A p r i l ,  1 8 8 7 ,  F a t h e r  Ubach  w r o t e  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  e f ­

f o r t s  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which
O *)

h i n d e r e d  h i m.  I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  h e  a l s o  

w r o t e :

Our I n d u s t r i a l  B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l  opened l a s t  T h u r s ­
d a y ,  S e p t .  1 s t  w i t h  50 c h i l d r e n  a n d  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  
many d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  o f  w h i c h  I  h a v e  j u s t  m e n t i o n e d  
b u t  o n e ,  I  p r a y  y o u  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  Hon.  M. A t k i n s ,  
Commi s s i one r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  t o  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n  t h e  many g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  we h a v e  t o  
e n c o u n t e r  and  i t  i s  n o t  s o  v e r y  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e  
n u mb e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  r e q u i r e d  by C o n t r a c t  a t  o n c e :  
b u t  I  mus t  g e t  them s l o w l y .

On M a r c h  1,  1888 ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f

t h e  Bur eau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  r e c e i v e d  a f i n e

r e p o r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  f r o m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n

A f f a i r s .  J . D . C .  A t k i n s  s t a t e d :

I n  an I n s p e c t o r ’s r e p o r t  o f  t h e  San Diego B o a r d i n g -  
S c h o o l ,  M i s s i o n  A g e n c y ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
s c h o o l  i s  p r o p e r l y  c o n d u c t e d  a n d  i s  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Gove rnment ;  t h a t  t h e  e m p l o y e e s ,  w i t h  
o n e  e x c e p t i o n ,  a r e  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d ,  and  t h a t  t h e  
t e a c h e r s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a d a p t e d  t o  t e a c h i n g .  
They t a k e  u n u s u a l  and g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  
d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  and t h e  p u p i l s  a r e  mak­
i n g  good a d v a n c e m e n t  i n  s c h o p l - r o o m  e x e r c i s e s  u n de r  
t h e i r  j u d i c i o u s  management .

F a t h e r  Ubach ' s  c o n t r a c t  f o r  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p u p i l s  was 

r e n e w e d  i n  1 8 8 8 . 3 3  He b o r r o w e d  money t o  b u i l d  a t w o -  

s t o r y  f r ame  b u i l d i n g  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  h a l f - f i n i s h e d  b r i c k  

c h u r c h  i n  O l d  Town. 36 I n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 0 , f o r t y  c h i l d r e n  

r e t u r n e d  on t i m e  t o  O l d  Town f o r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  new
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s c h o o l  y e a r ,  b u t  t h e  S i s t e r s  a n t i c i p a t e d  an e n r o l l m e n t  

o f  many m o r e .  The  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o v e d  an  i n c r e a s e  i n
o 7

s i z e  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  t o  95 s t u d e n t s .  The San  D i e g o  

U n i o n  r e p o r t e d  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  " T h i s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  

n umbe r  t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  e v e r  h a d ,  b u t  F a t h e r  Uba c h  s a y s  no 

a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  be t u r n e d  away .  He w i l l  pay  f o r  s u c h  

h i m s e l f ,  a s  i t  i s  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t
OO

g e n e r a t i o n  of  I n d i a n s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t y  e d u c a t e d .

Ubach  was a l s o  a c c u s e d  t h a t  y e a r  o f  " s t e a l i n g "

p u p i l s  f rom t h e  Rincon  S c h oo l  D i s t r i c t ,  and r e c e i v e d  a

s t e r n  n o t i c e  f r o m  H o r a t i o  N. R u s t ,  U.S.  I n d i a n  A g e n t ,

t h a t  " u n l e s s  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e t u r n e d  I  s h a l l  t a k e  s u c h
. 3 0

s t e p s  t o  h a v e  t h e m r e t u r n e d  a s  my d u t y  r e q u i r e s .

T h i s  m a t t e r ,  which  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,

was q u i c k l y  a m e l o r i a t e d .

The C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  Thomas  J .

M o r g a n ,  made a n  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  i n  San

Diego on Oc t o be r  4,  1890,  and r e p o r t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o

t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Co mmi s s i o n e r :

I  f o u n d  two s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l s ,  on e  f o r  g i r l s ,  w i t h  
47 p u p i l s  p r e s e n t ,  a nd  one  f o r  b o y s  w i t h  36 i n  a t ­
t e n d a n c e .  E v e r y t h i n g  i n  b o t h  b u i l d i n g s  was  n e a t  
and c l e a n ,  and t h e  p u p i l s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be w e l l  c a r e d  
f o r  p h y s i c a l l y .  They were  f a i r l y  w e l l  c l o t h e d  and 
s eeme d  h e a l t h y  an d  h a p p y .  The  s i s t e r s  I  s h o u l d  
j u d g e  w e r e  more  t h a n  u s u a l l y  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  
t h e i r  w o r k .  The p u p i l s  a r e  u n d e r  good d i s c i p l i n e  
and I  t h i n k  w e l l  i n s t r u c t e d .  They r e a d  c l e a r l y  and 
d i s t i n c t l y  and sang  u n u s u a l l y  w e l l .  The g i r l s  h a v e  
good a d v a n t a g e s  i n  t h e  way o f  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n ­
i n g . 4 0

Commiss ioner  Morgan had one ma j o r  c o n c e r n ,  and t h a t  

was  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b e i n g  c o n f i n e d  i n

■ L "7....
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v e r y  n a r r o w  q u a r t e r s .  He s t a t e d ,  " The  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e

C a t h o l i c  B u r e a u  s h o u l d  be i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f

t h i s  s c h o o l ,  a n d  s h o u l d  be a s k e d  t o  r e m o v e  i t  t o  some

p l a c e  where  t h e r e  w i l l  be an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e

boys  i n  f a r m i n g ,  c a r e  of  s t o c k  and where  t h e  p u p i l s  can

have  more o u t d o o r  f r ee d o m.

C i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  F a t h e r  Ubach t o  move

t h e  s c h o o l  o u t s i d e  t h e  town,  and t h e  p r i e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

b e g a n  m a k i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  s c h o o l  t o

M i s s i o n  San  D i e g o  de  A l c a l d .  He r e l a t e d  t h e  good  news

t o  t h e  Commi s s i one r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  J . T .  Morgan:

My f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  t e a c h i n g  I n d i a n  
P u p i l s  i n d u s t r i a l  p u r s u i t s ,  s u c h  a s  f a r m i n g ,  g a r ­
d e n i n g ,  s t o c k  r a i s i n g ,  d a i r y w o r k  a n d  s h o e m a k i n g ,  
w i l l  be a m p l e  a n d  c o m p l e t e ,  a s  I  h a v e  some two 
h u n d r e d  a c r e s  o f  f i n e  l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  O l d  
M i s s i o n  w h i c h  o v e r  123 y e a r s  a g o  was  d e s t i n e d  and  
u s e d  f o r  t h i s  v e r y  same p u r p o s e !  Up t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  
I  h a v e  been  c a r r y i n g  72 P u p i l s  a t  N o r t h  San Di ego ,  
b u t  by t h e  1 s t  o f  S e p t .  n e x t ,  e v e r y t i n g  w i l l  be 
r e a d y  and t h e r e  w i l l  be a mpl e  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  f o r  one 
h u n d r e d  P u p i l s .

The San  D i e g o  U n i o n  a l s o  g a v e  n o t i c e  o f  F a t h e r

Ubach’ s i n t e n t i o n s .  The p a p e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  Ubach p l a n n e d

. . . t o  r emove  t h e  S t .  Anthony I n d i a n  s c h o o l  f rom Old  
Town t o  t h e  more  e x p a n s i v e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  
f a r m ,  s i x  m i l e s  up t h e  v a l l e y , t h a t  was a c e n t u r y  
a g o  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  r a n c h e r i e s  [ r a n c h e r i ' a s ]  o f  
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ' s  a n c e s t o r  s . . . o n  Monday t h e  c o n ­
t r a c t o r  b e ga n  moving o u t  t h e  t w o - s t o r y  f r ame b u i l d ­
i n g  u s e d  a s  t h e  b o y s '  s c h o o l  a n d  d o r m i t o r y .  I t  i s  
b e i n g  l o c a t e d  j u s t  e a s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  r u i n s  and  
w i l l  be r e o p e n e d  by S e p t e m b e r  1.  West  o f  t h e  
r u i n s . . . i s  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  a t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c ­
t u r e  f o r  t h e  g i r l s ,  a p o r t i o n  b e i n g  r e s e r v e d  a s  a 
c o n v e n t  f o r  t h e  s i s t e r s .  T h i s  i s  t o  be  t a k e n  p o s ­
s e s s i o n  of  i n  November .  **

In  J u n e ,  1891,  g r a d u a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s  were h e l d  f o r
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t h e  f i f t h  and f i n a l  y e a r  a t  S t .  An t h o n y ' s  i n  Old  T o w n . ^  

Work commenced on t h e  M i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y ,  w h i c h  was  t h e n  

i n  a s t a t e  o f  t o t a l  d i s a r r a y  a n d  d i s r e p a i r  [ S e e  F i g u r e  

9 ] .  H o w e v e r ,  F a t h e r  Ub a c h  was  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  make t h e  

b e s t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  C a t h o l i c  monument ,  which  had g r e a t  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  him a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  an I n d i a n  s c h o o l .

A l i t t l e  more t h a n  a d ec a d e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s e c u l a r i ­

z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  1 8 3 4 ,  G o v e r n o r  P i o  

P i c o  had  d e e d e d  t h e  San  D i e g o  M i s s i o n  d e  A l c a l a "  t o  Mr.  

S a n t i a g o  A r g u e l l o .  A r g u e l l o ,  h ow e v e r ,  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o ­

wards  t h e  upkeep  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  t h e  l a n d .

I n  1853,  B i s h o p  Alemany demanded b e f o r e  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  Land C o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  M i s s i o n  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church .  The c a s e  

was  e v e n t u a l l y  d e c i d e d  i n  h i s  f a v o r  two  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  

making A r g u e l l o ' s  deed i l l e g i t i m a t e .  By t h e n ,  h ow e v e r ,  

t h e  Army o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  ha d  made t h e  m i s s i o n  i n  San  

Diego i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  D i v i s i o n .  Even 

t h o u g h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  had been r i g h t f u l l y  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  

Chur ch ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  w i t h d r a w  t h e i r  f o r c e s  u n t i l  1858.

E v e n  a f t e r  t h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l ,  t h e  C h u r c h  d i d  n o t  

t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The San  D i e g o  H e r a l d  

posed  t h e  q u e s t i o n :

Who h a s  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n ?  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  
s u g g e s t e d  on w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  a t  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  San D i e g o ,  r e c e n t l y  
o c c u p i e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  a m i l i t a r y  p o s t .  
T h e r e  i s  n o t  a d o o r  n o r  a w i n d o w  l e f t  i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  a s  t h e  o f f i c e r s '  
q u a r t e r  s . . . a n d t h e  b a r r a c k s  a r e  i n  t h e  same p l i g h t .  
I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y o n e  who h a s  an y  l e g a l  c l a i m  u p o n  t h e  
M i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y ,  we h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  c a l l  t o  a

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright owner. F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



F i g u r e  9.  ,
M i s s i o n  San Diego de A l c a l a ,  1888.

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  Peace

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



s t r i c t  a c c o u n t  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  who a r e  known t o  h a v e  
b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  i n  t h i s  d i s g r a c e f u l  b u s i n e s s ,  an d  
p l a c e  s o m e o n e  t h e r e  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  w h a t  may 
s t i l l  be l e f t .  ^

On May 23,  1862,  P r e s i d e n t  Abraham L i n c o l n  f i n a l l y  

s i g n e d  t h e  p a t e n t  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  

t h e  C h u r c h ,  t w e l v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  B i s h o p  A l e m a n y  h a d  won 

t h e  c a s e .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  t h e  C h u r c h  s t i l l  d i d  n o t  t a k e  

s t e p s  t o  occupy  o r  r e n o v a t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  e d i f i c e  i n  San 

Diego .  The p r o p e r t y  was l e a s e d  by t h e  B i s h o p  t o  v a r i o u s  

o l i v e  o i l  p r o d u c e r s  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  who a c h i e v e d  l i t t l e  

s u c c e s s  i n  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  and d u r i n g  a l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a l l  i n t o  r u i n .

F a t h e r  U b a c h ' s  f i r s t  s t e p  was  t o  e r e c t  t wo  b u i l d ­

i n g s ,  o n e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n .  A t h r e e - s t o r y
I

b u i l d i n g  on t h e  w e s t  was  t o  be  u s e d  a s  t h e  g i r l s '  d o r m­

i t o r y ,  a n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  e a s t  was f o r  t h e  b o y s  

[See  F i g u r e  10 ] .  The S i s t e r s  were  a l s o  t o  r e s i d e  a t  t h e  

m i s s i o n ,  and wou l d  no l o n g e r  h a v e  t o  t r a v e l  d a i l y  t o  and 

f r o m  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  f r o m  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  

P e a c e .

F a t h e r  Uba c h  h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e g i n  t h e

s c h o o l  t e r m  on Se p t e mb e r  1,  1891,  b u t :

. . . o w i n g  t o  d e l a y s  and  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  b e y o n d  my 
c o n t r o l  I  was  u n a b l e  t o  o p e n  t h e  S c h o o l  u n d e r  my 
c h a r g e  on t h e  1 s t  i n s t .  a s  t h e  g i r l s  d e p a r t m e n t  was 
a n d  i s  n o t  y e t  q u i t e  c o m p l e t e d ,  b u t  w i t h i n  t h i s  
d a t e  a nd  t h e  1 5 t h  p r o x i m o ,  e v e r y t h i n g  w i l l  be 
f i n i s h e d  and we w i l l  move e v e r y o n e  o v e r  on t h e  Old 
M i s s i o n .  Once t h e r e  we w i l l  p a t i e n t l y  w a i t  f o r  t h e  
r a i n y  s e a s o n  t o  s e t  i n  when we w i l l  b e g i n  t o  t e a c h  
t h e  b i g  b o y s  f a r m i n g ,  g a r d e n i n g ,  and  e v e r y t h i n g  
e l s e  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  C o n t r a c t  and w i s h e s  of  
t h e  Government  and  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  p u p i l .

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



7 9

F i g u r e  ,10.
M i s s i o n  San Diego de A l c a l a  showing I n d i a n  s c h o o l  

d o r m i t o r i e s ,  g i r l s '  l e f t  and b o y s '  r i g h t ,  1894.  
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  of  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  Peace
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S i s t e r  O c t a v i a  B e a u d e t t e  h a d  b e e n  t h e  S u p e r i o r  a t

S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c h a n g e  o f

l o c a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  t h e  S u p e r i o r  a f t e r  t h e  move .

S i s t e r s  D a v i d  C l a n c y ,  L o r e t t o ,  Thomasine and A r c h a n g e l a

H o l l y  opened  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  M i s s i o n  San Diego de A l c a l a

on O c t o b e r  31 ,  1891 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S i s t e r  A r c h a n g e l a :

F a t h e r  A n t o n i o  U b ac h  s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  M a s s  on t h e  
F e a s t  o f  A l l  S a i n t s .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  mass  s a i d  
on t h e  f a m o u s  s p o t  i n  one  h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  s i n c e  t h e  
s a i l e d  F a t h e r  J u n i p e r o  S e r r a  and h i s  b r e t h r e n  l e f t

F a t h e r  U b a c h  a n n o u n c e d  t o  A c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  C.W. G e l t ,  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  

c o m p l e t e d  and  t h e  s c h o o l  opened. ^®

At t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  move i n  1891,  t h e r e  we re  be t ween  

n i n e t y  and one h u n d r ed  s t u d e n t s .  The g o ve r nme n t  a l o t t e d  

$12.50 p e r  c h i l d  e a c h  month f o r  b o a r d ,  c l o t h i n g  and ed­

u c a t i o n .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  go f a r ,  a s  w i t n e s s  t h e  e x t r e m e  

p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  p h o t o g r a p h s  [ S e e  F i g u r e s  11 

an d  1 2 ] ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  U b a c h ' s  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t s  f o r  

t h e  s c h o o l  a l l  c o n t a i n e d  r e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  t h e  p r e -  

v xous  y e a r  s c o n t r a c t .

S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  S c h o o l  was  m a i n l y  an  i n d u s t r i a l  

s c h o o l ,  i n  wh i ch  t h e  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  were t a u g h t  v a r i o u s  

v o c a t i o n a l  t r a d e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  b r a n c h e s  

o f  l e a r n i n g .  The c h i l d r e n  were i n s t r u c t e d  i n  a g r i c u l ­

t u r e ,  s h o e - m a k i n g ,  s e w i n g  and  d o m e s t i c  w o r k .  A l l  t h e  

v e g e t a b l e s ,  f r u i t s  and b e e f  t h a t  was e a t e n  by t h e  b o a r d ­

e r s  w e r e  r a i s e d  on t h e  m i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y .  By 1 8 9 3 ,  t h e y
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f  c y

F i g u r e  1 1 .
S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  Schoo l  

f o r  I n d i a n s ,  1895.
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  of  D i o c e s e  of  San Diego

m i;
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F i g u r e  12.
S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  Schoo l  

f o r  I n d i a n s ,  c i r c a  1900.
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  of  D i o ce s e  o f  San Diego
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had c u l t i v a t e d  1 2 0  a c r e s  o f  m i s s i o n  l a n d .

A t t e n d i n g  Ma s s  was  a r e g u l a r  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

day ,  and Mass was s a i d  d a i l y .  E v e r y  mor n i ng ,  t h e  p u p i l s  

wou l d  a s s e m b l e  i n  t h e  c h a p e l  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  w i t h  some 

o f  t h e  I n d i a n  boys  a s s i s t i n g  a s  a l t a r  boys .  A f t e r  Mass ,  

b r e a k f a s t  was s e r v e d ,  which  was f o l l o w e d  by manua l  l a ­

b o r .  C l a s s  h o u r s  w e r e  f r o m  8 : 3 0  t o  1 1 : 3 0  a.m.  a n d  f r o m  

1:30  t o  3 :00 p.m. R e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was g i v e n  t w i c e  

a week i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d a i l y  Ca t e c h i s m  l e s s o n . ^ ®

Hol y  days  and f e a s t  days  were  j o y o u s  o c c a s i o n s ;  t h e  

f e a s t  o f  Corpus  C h r i s t i  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  r emembered .  On 

t h a t  d a y ,  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d r e s s e d  up' i n  t h e i r  f i n e s t  

c l o t h i n g  [ S e e  F i g u r e  1 3 ] ,  S m i t h  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  a n n u a l  

e v e n t  commemorat ing t h e  Corpus  C h r i s t i :

The  b o y s  u n d e r  F a t h e r  U b a c h ' s  d i r e c t i o n  e r e c t e d  
f i v e  a l t a r s  a r o u n d  t h e  h i l l s i d e  w h i l e  t h e  g i r l s  
p r e p a r e d  t h e  l i n e n s  a n d  t h e  c a n d l e s  t o  be u s e d  i n  
t h i s  p u b l i c  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  F a i t h .  E a r l y  i n  
t h e  m o r n i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  t o wn  o f  Sa n  D i e g o  
a n d  f r o m t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y  a s s e m b l e d  on t h e  
M i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y .  A p r o c e s s i o n  was  f o r m e d  i n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  a n d  t o  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d ­
r e n ' s  v o i c e s ,  a l l  marched b e f o r e  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a ­
m e n t .  At e a c h  a l t a r ,  a s  B e n e d i c t i o n  was  g i v e n ,  
guns  were  d i s c h a r g e d  and t h e  sound r e e c h o e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  h i l l s  and v a l l e y .

Each y e a r  t h e r e  was a l s o  a p r o c e s s i o n  up t h e  moun­

t a i n  t o  pay homage t o  Our Lady o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  whom, t h e y  

b e l i e v e d ,  had s a v e d  t h e i r  l i v e s :

The f i r s t  y e a r  o f  our  r e s i d e n c e  we were  v i s i t e d  by 
a t e r r i b l e  e a r t h q u a k e ,  which  c r a c k e d  t h e  w a l l s  and 
t h r e w  down c a n d l e s t i c k s  f rom t h e  a l t a r .  The I n d i a n  
c h i l d r e n  p r o m i s e d  t o  c a r r y  r o c k s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
b u i l d  a s h r i n e  t o  Our  L a d y  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  i f  
p r e s e r v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e r r i b l e  n i g h t .  They c a r r i e d  
t h e m up t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,  some on t h e i r
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F i g u r e  13.
F e a s t  o f  Chorpus  C h r i s t i  c e l e b r a t e d  a t  S t .  An t hony ' s  

I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  1894.
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego

w t~ .
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h e a d s ,  o t h e r s o n  t h e i r  b a c k s . . . . T h e  I n d i a n s  w e r e  
v e r y  f e r v e n t  i n  t h e i r  p r a y e r s  o f  t h a n k s .  They were 
t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  two t r i b e s  -  t h e  D i e g a n o s  and  
L o u i s i a n o s .

V o c a l  l e s s o n s  were  g i v e n  once  a week and t h e  g i r l s  

r e c e i v e d  l e s s o n s  on t h e  o r g a n ,  g u i t a r  and m a n d o l i n .  The 

b o y s  a l s o  had a m u s i c  p r o f e s s o r ,  who was  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a 

b r a s s  b a n d  [ S e e  F i g u r e  1 4 ] ,  When r e q u e s t e d ,  t h e  band  

would  a t t e n d  f u n c t i o n s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c i t y  o f  San Diego  t o

p l a y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on r e l i g i o u s  f e a s t  days  o r  h o l y  days .  

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  t h r e e  c h o i r  g r o u p s ,  a s  a s t u d e n t ' s  

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n , p u b l i s h e d  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e ,  

r e v e a l s :

The l a r g e  g i r l s '  c h o i r  i s  c a l l e d  S t .  C e c i l i a ’s ,  and 
a n o t h e r  o n e  i s  named S t .  J o s e p h ' s .  The  c h o i r  o f  
t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  we c a l l  A n g e l s '  C h o i r .  We a r e  
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  Corpus  C h r i s t i ,  and t h e  c l o s i n g  days  
o f  s c h o o  1 . . . . To d a y  i s  b a k e  d a y ,  an d  we m u s t  h u r r y  
up and p u t  t h e  b r e a d  i n  t h e  p a n s ,  so g oo d - by e .

S i s t e r  O c t a v i a  was an  u n t i r i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w i t h  a

s e n s e  o f  humor t o  s o f t e n  t h e  h e a v y  t a s k s .  Smi t h  r e v e a l s

an  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  i l l u s t r a t e s  h e r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e

g r e a t e s t  i n f r a c t i o n  o f  r u l e s  -  r u n n i n g  away:

Two l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  aged  n i n e  and t e n  y e a r s ,  s e c r e t l y  
packed p i l f e r e d  food  i n  a box,  and a t  an  o p p o r t u n e  
moment q u i e t l y  l e f t  t h e  s c h o o l .  M i s s i n g  them a b o u t  
an  h o u r  l a t e r ,  M o t h e r  O c t a v i a  w i t h  a c o m p a n i o n  
h a r n e s s e d  a h o r s e  t o  t h e  b u g g y ,  a n d  o v e r t o o k  t h e  
w a n d e r e r s  on t h e  V a l l e y  Ro a d .  The  l o o k  o f  r e l i e f  
t h a t  f l a s h e d  on t h e i r  s m a l l  s o l e m n  f a c e s  q u i c k l y  
changed t o  g r i e f  when t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  
t h e i r  d i s o b e d i e n c e .  A f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e i r  s t o r y  
b u t  n o t  moved  by t h e i r  s o b s  M o t h e r  t o o k  f r o m  h e r  
p o c k e t  t h e  w e a p on  o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  an d  w i t h  f o u r  
s n i p s  o f  t h e  s c i s s o r s  t h e i r  s t r a i g h t  b l a c k  h a i r  was 
c u t  s h o r t . - 1

I n  18 9 3 ,  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d i a n  S c h o o l  r e a c h e d  i t s  

z e n i t h .  The r e  were  f i v e  S i s t e r s ,  f o u r  l a y  t e a c h e r s  and

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



86

F i g u r e  14.
Boys B r a s s  Band and o t h e r  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  a t  

S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h oo l  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  n . d .  
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  of  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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95 s t u d e n t s  a v e r a g i n g  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  t w e n t y  o f  

whom were  n o t  c o v e r e d  by t h e  go v e r nme n t  c o n t r a c t . ®®  The 

g o v e r n m e n t  p a i d  $ 1 1 , 8 7 5 . 0 0  i n  f u n d s  t h a t  y e a r  f o r  t h e  

s c h o o l ,  which  was i t s  o n l y  s o u r c e  of  income.

Due t o  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  t e r r i b l e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  ( l i n k e d  t o  t h e  r e c e s s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

1880 ' s  b u i l d i n g  boom i n  which  F a t h e r  Ubach o v e r e x t e n d e d  

h i s  monies)®® t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  h i s  c o n t r a c t  f rom 

75 t o  95 f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  1 8 9 4 .  The  a t t e n d a n c e  l e v e l  

r e m a i n e d  a t  t h a t  nu mb e r  t h r o u g h  1 8 9 6 ,  when i t  was  r e ­

duced a g a i n  t o  75.

On t h e  a v e r a g e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  b e t w e e n  n i n e t y  a n d  one  

hu nd r e d  boy and g i r l  b o a r d e r s .  The C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y , 

i n  1 8 95 ,  l i s t e d  an  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  105 c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  

t a u g h t  by f i v e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h . ® ^  The f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r  (May 25,  1896)  t h e r e  were f o r t y  c h i l d r e n  c o n f i r m e d

a t  t h e  s c h o o l  by B i s ho p  Montgomery,  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n f i r m ­

a t i o n  c l a s s  a t  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d i a n  S c h o o l  when i t  was 

l o c a t e d  a t  M i s s i o n  San  D i e g o  de A l c a l a  ( 1 8 9 1 - 1 9 0 7 ) . ® ®  

Many c h i l d r e n  a t  S t .  An t hony ' s  w r o t e  l e t t e r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  

t i m e  t o  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n , p u b l i s h e d  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e ,  

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  s c h o o l  l i f e  i n  " U n c l e  Tom' s  C o l u m n . "  

One s t u d e n t ,  C y p r i a n o  P a c h i t o ,  s t a t e d :

Our s c h o o l  i s  s i t u a t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  m i s s i o n  t h a t  was  b u i l t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  H e r e  
we h a v e  a h a r n e s s  s h o p  and  a s h o e  s h o p ,  a n d  i n  
f r o n t  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  a l o v e l y  f l o w e r  g a r d e n .  I  am a 
s h o e m a k e r .  I  go t o  work  e v e r y  d a y ,  a n d  l i k e  i t  
v e r y  much.  I  a l s o  l i k e  t o  go t o  s c h o o l  a n d  s t a y  
w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r s .  They  a r e  v e r y  good  and  k i n d  t o  
u s .  T h i s  i s  my t h i r d  y e a r  i n  s c h o o l .  I  am i n  t h e
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f o u r t h  g r a d e .  7

A g i r l ,  J u a n i t a  M a u r i q u e z ,  a l s o  w r o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

a c c o u n t  o f  h e r  s t u d i e s :

I  am i n  t h e  f o u r t h  g r a d e .  I  s t u d y  g r a m m a r ,  
p h y s i o l o g y ,  s p e l l i n g ,  c a t e c h i s m ,  B i b l e  h i s t o r y ,  
g e o g r a p h y  a n d  a r i t h m e n t i c .  I  am t r y i n g  t o  do t h e  
b e s t  I  c a n .  I  am v e r y  g l a d  t o  be  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  
S i s t e r s .  They  a r e  v e r y  k i n d  t o  u s .  We h a v e  ma s s  
e v e r y  m o r n i n g .  The  o t h e r  day we h a d  a h i g h  mass  
f o r  t h e  poor  S i s t e r s  t h a t  d i e d  i n  Old Town. F a t h e r  
Ubach p l a y e d  t h e  o r g a n . . . .

When t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c e a s e d  i t s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  

c o n t r a c t  s c h o o l s  i n  1900,  t h e  Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  

M i s s i o n s  p r omi se d  i t s  s u p p o r t .  For  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of  

t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  e n d i n g  Sep t ember  30,  1900 ( t h e  mont hs  of  

J u l y ,  Augus t  and S e p t e m b e r ) ,  F a t h e r  r e q u e s t e d  $2025. 00 ,  

b a s e d  on  a p e r  c a p i t a  r a t e  o f  $ 9 . 0 0  p e r  c h i l d  p e r  

m o n t h  ( $ 2 7 . 0 0  p e r  q u a r t e r ) ,  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  75 

s t u d e n t s . ^  The n e x t  q u a r t e r ,  F a t h e r  r e c e i v e d  $1 , 809 .00
£L O

f o r  67 s t u d e n t s .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  l a c k  o f

f i n a n c e s  made i t  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o p e r l y  c a r r y

on I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n .  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e

Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  w r o t e  some s c a t h i n g

r e m a r k s  a b o u t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  which was p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e

M i s s i o n  I n d i a n : I n  p a r t ,  he s t a t e d :

I n  h e r  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  w or k  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  b e e n  
a c c o r d e d  a n y t h i n g  bu t  j u s t i c e .  From t h e  a d v e n t  of  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e r e  ha s  been  e v i d e n t  a d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n  t o  b r e a k  down t h a t  work  by e n c o u r a g i n g  
C o n g r e s s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  m a k i n g  no 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  
i n  any o t h e r  t h a n  gove r nme n t  s c h o o l s . . .  A r e a d y  e a r  
i s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t s  and demands of  P r o t e s t a n t  
d i v i n e s ,  b u t  s c a n t  c o u r t e s y  i s  shown t h e  r e s p e c t f u l  
p e t i t i o n s  o f  d i g n i t a r i e s  o f  ou r  Church .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
I  h a v e  no h e s i t a t i o n  i n  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Admi n i s ­
t r a t i o n  now i n  p o we r  i s  n o t  o u r  f r i e n d ,  o r  e v e n

w L  ■ .
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d i s p o s e d  t o  a c c o r d  u s  o r d i n a r y  j u s t i c e . . .

The s c h o o l  m a i n t a i n e d  a p r e c a r i o u s  e x i s t e n c e  a f t e r  

t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  

F a t h e r  Ubach ' s  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  m u l t i p l i e d  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  f ew y e a r s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y . ^  One h i g h  

n o t e  i n  1 9 0 2  was  t h e  a b r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  " B r o w n i n g  

R u l i n g , "  which  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  I n d i a n  p a r e n t s  t o  

s e l e c t  t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  i n  which t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  were 

t o  be e d u c a t e d .

D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  when S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  was  s t r u g -
9

g l i n g  t o  s u r v i v e ,  t h r e e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  J u l i a n ,
9 9

N i c o l a s  a n d  Tomas E s p a r z a .  T h e s e  t h r e e  M e x i c a n  b o y s  

w e r e  a d m i t t e d  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  F a t h e r  Ubach  a f t e r
9

t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r  i n  1903.  Ac c o r d i n g  t o  J u l i a n  
f \f \E s p a r z a ,  now a n i n e t y - t w o  y e a r  o l d  man, a l t h o u g h  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  I n d i a n s ,  F a t h e r  Ubach  

a d m i t t e d  many Me x ic a n s ;  some f rom T i j u a n a  and some f rom 

N o r t h  County .  Many were  o r p h a n s  o r  f rom p i t i f u l  f a m i l y
9

s i t u a t i o n s .  N i c o l a s  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  b a k e r y ,  w h i l e
9

J u l i a n ' s  c h o r e  was  t o  k e e p  t h e  r e s i d e n t  p r i e s t ' s  room 

c l e a n .
/

J u l i a n  E s p a r z a  a l s o  c l a i m s  he  was  F a t h e r  U b a c h ' s  

" f a v o r i t e "  a l t a r  b o y ,  a s  F a t h e r  Ubach  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  w h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  b o y s  w e r e  s a y i n g ,  b u t  was  f l u e n t

i n  S p a n i s h  and c o n v e r s e d  r e a d i l y  w i t h  t h e  Mexican  c h i l d -  
/

r e n .  J u l i a n  remembers  t a k i n g  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  a r i t h m e ­

t i c ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  H i s t o r y  and g e o g r a p h y ,  b u t  h i s  f a v o r ­

i t e  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  a r e  o f  p l a y i n g  t h e  t r u m p e t  i n  t h e

w m J
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b r a s s  band.  A c c o r d i n g  t o  J u l i a n ,  one o f  t h e  "band l e a d ­

e r s , "  t h e  b a n d  made a p p e a r a n c e s  on s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  

p a r a d e s ,  an d  o f t e n  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s .  Any b o y ,  so  i n ­

c l i n e d ,  was  p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  b a n d  t e a c h e r  t o  t a k e  l e s -  

s o n s  an d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  b a n d .  J u l i a n  was  a l s o  

a d v i s e d  t o  grow h i s  h a i r  l o n g ,  so p e o p l e  would  t h i n k  he 

was an I n d i a n .

I n  1905,  George  Whar ton James  p u b l i s h e d  and  Out 

o f  t h e  O l d  M i s s i o n s . I n  t h e  b o o k ,  he m e n t i o n s  a n  e x ­

p e r i e n c e  he once  had when v i s i t i n g  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s :

On one  o c c a s i o n  I  a s k e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i f  t h e y  knew 
any o f  t h e  " s o n g s  o f  t h e  o l d , "  t h e  s o n g s  t h e i r  
I n d i a n  g r a n d p a r e n t s  u s e d  t o  s i n g ;  a n d  t o  my 
d e l i g h t ,  t h e y  sang  two o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e  o l d  c h o r a l s  
t a u g h t  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  M i s s i o n  days  by 
t h e  p a d r e s .

F a t h e r  Ub a c h  r e c e i v e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p e r s o n a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  f r o m  " h i s "  s c h o o l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  

r i g h t s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  g e n e r a l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be i g n o r e d  

and  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  g r ew w o r s e  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  y e a r .  

I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  " i t  was t h e  s e n s i t i v e  s o u l  o f  t h e  p o e t  

i n  h i m [ U b a c h ]  w h i c h  had  made him w i t h d r a w  w i t h i n  h i m ­

s e l f  more and more ,  y ea r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  a s  he f ound  h i m s e l f  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  p o w e r l e s s  t o  do a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  h u n d r e d s  

o f  I n d i a n s .

F a t h e r  Ubach d i e d  on March 27,  1907.  S t .  An t h o n y ' s  

I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  c o n t i n u e d  on o n l y  one q u a r t e r  w i t h o u t  

h i m ,  u n d e r  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  S i s t e r  M. S y l v e s t e r ,  who was 

g i v e n  t h a t  d u t y  by t h e  B i s h o p  of  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s . ^  

I t  was  t h e n  d e c i d e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  c h i l d r e n

M f c y " -
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t o  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  i n  B a n n i ng ,  where  t h e

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  w e r e  p r o s p e r i n g  i n

t h e i r  work w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s .  The D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau

o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  i n f o r m e d  Bi s h o p  Cona t y :

From i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h i s  o f f i c e  I  h a v e  f o r  
a l o n g  t i m e  b e e n  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  one  b o a r d i n g  
s c h o o l  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  d i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s .  F a t h e r  
U b a c h ,  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  f o u n d e r  an d  p r o t e c t o r  o f  t h e  
San  D i e g o  s c h o o l ,  i s  now d e a d ,  a n d  i f  I  am n o t  
m i s i n f o r m e d ,  t h e  San Diego S c h o o l  p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g s  
t o  t h e  D i o c e s e  of  Los A n g e l e s .

For  t h e s e  and o t h e r  r e a s o n s  I  f a v o r  Banni ng  a s  t h e  
s e a t  f o r  t h e  on e  s c h o o l .  B a n n i n g  i s  a B u r e a u  
s c h o o l ,  i s  w e l l  l o c a t e d ,  w e l l  managed,  and I  t h i n k  
i t  may be w e l l  t o  c e n t e r  t h e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  work 
t h e r e .  F r o m  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  San  D i e g o  s c h o o l ,  I  f i n d  t h e y  
o n l y  h a v e  e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  We w i l l  
p a y  f o r  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e  q u a r t e r  e n d e d  
S ep t e mb e r  30,  1907,  bu t  I  am u n w i l l i n g  t o  make any 
f u r t h e r  p aymen t s  f o r  t h e  San Diego s c h o o l . . .  I  u r ge  
and i n s i s t ,  i n  so f a r  a s  I  c an ,  t h a t  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  
S i s t e r s  now a t  San  D i e g o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
B a n n i n g  s c h o o l ,  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  
ma nage  men t  t h e r e ,  a s  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a r e  b a d l y  
n e e d e d .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D o u g h e r t y , ^  " t h e  M i s s i o n  was o n ce

mor e  a b a n d o n e d  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  l o n e l y  v a l l e y . "

B u t  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  o f  a

m i n o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  w i l l  a l w a y s  be

remembered .  As F a t h e r  Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t  t e s t i f i e d  i n

1 9 2 0 ,  M i s s i o n  San  D i e g o  was  " a n o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e

C a t h o l i c  Church  f a v o r s  and f o s t e r s  e d u c a t i o n  among he r

c h i l d r e n  o f  e v e r y  r a c e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  t i m e s ,

7 2c o u n t r i e s ,  and o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

WKL;-
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The Government  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma, C a l i f o r n i a

The f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  C h r i s t i a n i z e  t h e  Yuma I n d i a n s  

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The F r a n c i s c a n  

m i s s i o n a r y  F r a n c i s c o  G a r ce s  e s t a b l i s h e d  two m i s s i o n s  i n  

t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  on t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r ,  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  

Mexican  b o r d e r :  M i s s i o n  La P u r i s i m a  C o n c e p c i o n ,  d i r e c t ­

l y  a c r o s s  f rom t h e  mouth o f  t h e  G i l a  R i v e r ,  and M i s s i o n  

San P e d r o  y S a n  P a b l o  de Vado  de B i c u n i e r ,  a b o u t  e i g h t  

m i l e s  d o w n s t r e a m .  A l t h o u g h  l o c a t e d  on t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  

s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  f o u n d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

S o n o r a / A r i z o n a  m i s s i o n  s y s t e m .  These  m i s s i o n s ,  w e r e ,  i n
i

r e a l i t y ,  s m a l l  p u e b l o  c h u r c h e s  used  by b o t h  s o l d i e r s  and
7 ̂I n d i a n s ,  a s i t u a t i o n . which  n e v e r  p r o v e d  p r a c t i c a l .  J

A l t h o u g h  f r i e n d l y  a t  f i r s t ,  t h e  Yumas be c a me  i n ­

c r e a s i n g l y  a g i t a t e d  when s e t t l e r s  a n d  s o l d i e r s  b e g a n  

a p p r o p r i a t i n g  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  l a n d  a n d  h o r s e s .  On 

J u l y  17, 1781,  when C a p t a i n  F e r na ndo  de R i v e r a  y Moncada

p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  Yumas r e b e l l e d  i n  an
/

h i s t o r i c  m a s s a c r e ,  m a k i n g  m a r t y r s  o f  F a t h e r s  J u a n  D i a z
9

a n d  M a t i a s  M o r e n o  a t  M i s s i o n  San P e d r o  a n d  San P a b l o ,  

a n d  F a t h e r s  J u a n  B a r r e n e c h e  and  F r a n c i s c o  G a r c e s  a t  

M i s s i o n  La P u r i s i m a  C o n c e p c i o n .

For  y e a r s ,  t h e  Yumas r e s i s t e d  any f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  

a t  C h r i s t i a n i z a t i o n  and r e t a i n e d  many b i t t e r  memor i es  of  

t h e  w h i t e  man.  They  b e c a m e  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  p l u n d e r i n g ,

92
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m u r d e r i n g  and f r i g h t e n i n g  a l l  who t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  

l a n d . ^

When t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g a i n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  i n  1 8 4 8 ,  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  s t i l l  e x i s t e d .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  num­

b e r s  o f  p i o n e e r s  t r a v e l i n g  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  v i a  t h e  " G i l a  

T r a i l , "  a m i l i t a r y  f o r t  was  e r e c t e d  i n  1852  on t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  s i d e  of  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r .  " F o r t  Yuma" was 

l o c a t e d  a b o u t  n i n e  m i l e s  f rom t h e  Mexican  b o r d e r ,  a t o p

a h i l l  on which  r e s t e d  t h e  r u i n s  of  M i s s i o n  La P u r i s i m a  
/

C o n c e p c i o n .

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h i s  f o r t  f a i l e d  a s  a c i v i l i ­

z i n g  a ge n c y .  When t h e  Yuma I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  C a l i ­

f o r n i a  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by E x e c u t i v e  o r d e r  on J a n u a r y  9,  

1884,  t h e  g ov e r nme n t  w i t h d r e w  t h e  s o l d i e r s  and c o n v e r t e d  

t h e  f o r t  i n t o  a g ov e r nme n t  s c h o o l .  For  two y e a r s  a f t e r  

t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  a s c h o o l  was m a i n t a i n e d  

t h e r e  by a P r e s b y t e r i a n  t e a c h e r .  I t  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  Yuma t r i b e ,  P a s c u a l ,  

was  o p p o s e d  t o  i t .  I n  1 8 8 6 ,  when a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  

s c h o o l  had f a l l e n  t o  s e v e n  p u p i l s ,  t h e  Commi s s i one r  o f  

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  a p p e a l e d  t o  F a t h e r  J o s e p h  S t e p h a n ,  

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  C a t h o l i c  

t e a c h e r s . ^

F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  i n  t u r n ,  r e q u e s t e d  Re v e r e n d  Mot he r  

A g a t h a  G u t h r i e  t o  s e n d  a c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .
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J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  

S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma. A l t h o u g h  t h e  S i s t e r s  a l r e a d y  co n ­

d u c t e d  s e v e r a l  I n d i a n  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  Wes t ,  and i n  f a c t ,  

had opened  Sa c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  i n  Yuma, A r i z o n a  i n  1875,  

R e v e r en d  Mother  r e f u s e d  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ' s  r e q u e s t .  Her 

s t r o n g e s t  f e a r  was  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  s c h o o l  was t o  be 

d i r e c t l y  u n de r  g ove r nme n t  c o n t r o l ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  would n o t

be f r e e  t o  t e a c h  r e l i g i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  Agent  a t
7t h e  f o r t ,  a P r o t e s t a n t ,  mi gh t  h i n d e r  t h e i r  work.

I n  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1886,  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n

Bureau  A s s i s t a n t  F a t h e r  Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t  p l e a d e d  w i t h

R e v e r e n d  Mother  Aga tha  G u t h r i e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r :

Rev e r en d  M o t h e r . . . I  w r i t e  i n  t h e  name o f  Rev.  F a t h ­
e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C . I .  B u r e a u . . . I  am c o n ­
v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  u n ­
d e r  s t o o d . . . . T h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  be i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  
S i s t e r s  e n t i r e l y  an d  no a g e n t  o r  o f f i c i a l  h a s  a 
word t o  s ay  a b o u t  i t  e x c e p t  t o  i n s p e c t  and s u g g e s t ,  
and  t h e y  c a n  f o l l o w  t h e i r  own o p i n i o n  an y  how,  o n l y  
b e a r i n g  i n  mind Government  r e g u l a t i o n s . . . . P l e a s e  t o  
make a t r i a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  you s e e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
r e a s o n s  you g a v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p l a n ,  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  
r e a s o n s  f o r  i t . . . T h e  S i s t e r s  w i l l  n o t  e ve n  be u n d e r  
t h e  s o - c a l l e d  C a t h o l i c  Bur e a u ,  b u t  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  
Mr.  Q b e r l y ,  who o n l y  l o o k s  t o  m a t e r i a l  p r o g ­
r e s s .

Thus a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was f a v o r a b l y  

d i s p o s e d  t o w a r d  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  an d  t h a t  t h e  

S i s t e r s  w o u l d  n o t  be  h a m p e r e d  i n  any  way,  R e v e r e n d  

M o t h e r  A g a t h a  a c c e p t e d  t h e  s c h o o l .  F i v e  s i s t e r s  w e r e  

d e l e g a t e d  f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n .  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a ,  who was  

t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom t h e  Academy o f  Our Lady of  Peace  i n  San 

Di ego ,  was a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i o r .  To t h e  Depar tmen t  o f  t h e  

I n t e r i o r  s h e  was known by h e r  " w o r l d l y "  name o f  Mary
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O ' N e i l ,  and r e c e i v e d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma; s h e  w a s ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  

o n l y  woman i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  s u c h  a p o s i t i o n .  The 

o t h e r  S i s t e r s  i n c l u d e d  S i s t e r s  A n i c e t a  Byrne ,  A l p h o n s e  

Lamb, Mary J o s e p h  F r a n c o  and L e o n t i n e  Bouche t .

S i s t e r  Ambros i a  and R e v e r e n d  Mot he r  A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  

L i t t e n e k e r  w e n t  t o  F o r t  Yuma t o  make t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

a r r a g e m e n t s  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  S i s t e r s  s t a y e d  i n  T u c s o n .  

Wh i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  f o r m a l  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  

two s i s t e r s  h ad  a c h a n c e  t o  become  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  

n a t i v e s .  A f t e r  much d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e  one h u n d r ed  y e a r -  

o l d  C h i e f  P a s q u a l ^ ®  [ S e e  F i g u r e  15 ]  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  

S i s t e r s ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h e y  h a d  come w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  b e s t  

i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t .  At  a c o u n c i l  i n  w h i c h  t r i b e s m e n  

f rom a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  were  a s s e m b l e d ,  C h i e f  

P a s c u a l  commanded  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  be  s e n t  t o  t h e  

s c h o o l  t a u g h t  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h .  The f o r m a l  

t r a n s f e r  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t o o k  p l a c e  on A p r i l  15,  1886.^9

On May 1, 1886,  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  S i s t e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  

F o r t  Yuma f r o m  T u c s o n ,  t h e  d a t e  now r e g a r d e d  a s  when 

t h e  S i s t e r s  of  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  o f f i c i a l l y  t o o k
o  r\

p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  The  f o r t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a 

d o z e n  o r  more  l a r g e ,  o n e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  a r r a n g e d  i n  a 

p a r a l l e l o g r a m  a r o u n d  an  o p e n  c o u r t ,  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

w h i c h  s t o o d  a f l a g p o l e  [ S e e  F i g u r e  1 6 ] .  The  b u i l d i n g s  

i n c l u d e d  a c a p t a i n ' s  h o u s e  o f  e i g h t  rooms,  a l a u n d r y ,  a 

b a k e r y ,  a w o r k s h o p  a n d  s t a b l e s .  T h e r e  was  a s p l e n d i d  

v i e w  o f  b o t h  t h e  C o l o r a d o  a n d  G i l a  R i v e r s ,  o f  Yuma,  o f
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F i g u r e  15.
P a s c u a l ,  C h i e f  o f  t h e  Yumas who a c c e p t e d  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  and C h r i s t i a n i t y  
b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1887,  n . d .

C r e d i t :  A r i z o n a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y

o ' . . .  ‘  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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F i g u r e  16.
F o r t  Yuma, c o n v e r t e d  t o  a gove r nme n t  s c h o o l  i n  1884,  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  a r r i v e d  i n  1886.  

C r e d i t :  A r i z o n a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y
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t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  v a l l e y ,  a n d  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  i n  t h e  d i s ­

t a n c e .  One o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  s e r v e d  a s  a c h a p e l ,  w h i l e  

t h e  o t h e r s  became c l a s s r o o m s  o r  d o r m i t o r i e s  f o r  b o a r d ­

e r s .  The o r i g i n a l  ho u s e  f o r  t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  f o r t  was 

u s ed  a s  t h e  c o n v e n t .

The s c h o o l  was o r g a n i z e d  on May 5,  w i t h  f i f t y - n i n e  

p u p i l s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  t e n  o f  whom were  b o a r d e r s .  I n t e r ­

e s t e d  a d u l t  r e l a t i v e s  s e a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  upon t h e  f l o o r  

i n  t h e  back  o f  t h e  room. On May 13,  Mo t h e r  J u l i a  w r o t e :

I t  i s  q u i t e  amus i ng  t o  s e e  o l d  men, and squaws  w i t h  
t h e i r  p a p o o s e s  r u n n i n g  t o w ar d s  t h e  s c h o o l  when t h e  
b e l l  i s  r u n g  f o r  c l a s s .  They  a r e  a l l  a n x i o u s  t o  s e e  
t h e  l i t t l e  o n e s  i n  r a n k  m a r c h i n g  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  
room.  A f t e r  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n ,  t h e  grown I n ­
d i a n s ,  f a t h e r s ,  m o t h e r s  and r e l a t i v e s ,  e n t e r ,  t o o ,  
and  s i t  down on t h e  f l o o r  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  r oom,  
a s  s t i l l  a s  m i c e ,  w a t c h i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  g o i n g  on .  
F o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  we h a v e  t o  s u f f e r  i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
g a i n  t h e m .  We a r e  g l a d  t o  h a v e  t h e m  p r e s e n t  f o r  
C a t e c h i s m .  The  I n t e r p r e t e r  i s  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t  t o  
t r a n s l a t e  i t  i n t o  t h e  Yuma v e r n a c u l a r ;  t h u s  some of  
t h e  o l d e r  ones  a r e  i n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n .

E i g h t  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  s c h o o l ,  t h e  Yuma

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a b l e  t o  make t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s ,  s a y

t h e  L o r d ' s  P r a y e r  i n  E n g l i s h ,  and c o u l d  s i n g  t h e  hymn "0
QO

S a n c t i s s i m a "  w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r s .

C l a s s  h o u r s  w e r e  f r o m  9 : 0 0  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  u n t i l  

3 : 3 0  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  At  f i r s t ,  d o m e s t i c  w or k  s u c h  a s  

s ew i n g ,  was e m p h a s i ze d  f o r  t h e  g i r l s ,  w h i l e  ma nua l  l a b o r  

was  e n c o u r a g e d  f o r  t h e  b o y s .  To i n s t r u c t  t h e  b o y s ,  Mr.  

G o n z a l e s ,  a l o c a l  M e x i c a n ,  was h i r e d  a s  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  

t e a c h e r .  T y p i c a l  c l a s s r o o m  s t u d i e s  were  i n t r o d u c e d  more 

s l o w l y .

ML-
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By J u n e ,  t h e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  s i x -
Q O

t y  o r  s e v e n t y .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  manag ing  t h e

s c h o o l  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  m a n i f e s t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a s  one

l e a r n s  f rom S i s t e r  Ambros ia :

I  r e c e i v e d  a l a r g e  packa ge  of  p a p e r s  f rom Was h i ng­
t o n  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  w h i c h  f r i g h t e n e d  me t o  l o o k  a t .  
They  a r e  f o r  ma k i n g  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  f u n d s ,  p r o v i ­
s i o n s ,  c l o t h i n g _ f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  r e p a i r i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  
and s t eam pump.

A l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Rev e r en d  Mother  i n  C a r o n d e l e t  a l s o  

r e v e a l e d  S i s t e r  Ambros i a ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  

i n  a s s u mi n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  a G o v e r n ­

me n t  I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,  " I  h a v e  a book  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  

f rom Wa s h i ng t on  c o n t a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  r u l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  

t h e  s c h o o l .  I  h a v e  t o  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  i t  v e r y  o f t e n ,  

so  t h e y  [ t h e  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n ]  t e l l  me i t  i s  my r u l e  o f  

l i f e . " 8 5

By t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  had  b e g u n  t o  r e f e r  t o  

S i s t e r  Ambros i a  a s  "El  C a p i t a n "  [ " t h e  c a p t a i n " ] ,  and t o  

S i s t e r  A l p h o n s e  Lamb a s  " S i s t e r  D o c t o r . "  The  c h i l d r e n  

ha d  t h e  u t m o s t  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  S i s t e r  D o c t o r ,  r u n n i n g  t o  

h e r  w i t h  e v e r y  a c h e  and  p a i n ,  an d  e v e n  ha d  h e r  t r e a t  

t h e i r  h o r s e s .

A Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t 8 8  was  i s s u e d  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  s c h o o l  t e rm,  on J une  30,  1886,  which l i s t e d  names 

o f  e m p l o y e e s ,  p o s i t i o n s  and  s a l a r i e s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  1 7 ] .  

The r e p o r t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  S i s t e r  Am­

b r o s i a ,  r e c e i v e d  a s  a s a l a r y  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0 ;  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  

s i s t e r s  r e c e i v e d  s a l a r i e s  o f  $ 1 8 0 . 0 0 ;  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  

t e a c h e r  r e c e i v e d  a s a l a r y  o f  $ 2 2 5 . 0 0 ;  a nd  o t h e r  em-

m ..:
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p l o y e e s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  $ 4 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 ,  d e p e n d i n g  on 

t h e i r  t y p e  o f  employment .

A l s o  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t e r m ,  C h i e f  P a s c u a l  

a s s e m b l e d  t h e  p u p i l s  and  warned them t o  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l
Q *7

i n  S e p t e m b e r .  ' P a s c u a l  t h e n  d e c i d e d  t o  move i n t o  t h e  

f o r t  t o  s p e n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h i s  d a y s ,  a s  h e  f e l t  he  

was  d y i n g ,  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  show a ma rk  o f  r e s p e c t  t o w a r d s  

t h e  S i s t e r s .  Du r i n g  t h e  summer v a c a t i o n ,  t h e  C h i e f  made 

a j o u r n e y  o f  t h i r t y  m i l e s ,  which  was f o u r  d a y s '  t r a v e l ,  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m e e t i n g  t h e  Diegueno  I n d i a n  c h i e f s  i n  

o r d e r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  a l s o  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma r u n  by t h e  C a t h o l i c  

S i s t e r s .

M a t t e r s  w i t h  W a s h i n g t o n  t o o k  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  t h e  

summer r e c e s s ,  and S i s t e r  Ambros ia  l e a r n e d  t h a t  communi­

c a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r nm e n t  was o f t e n  v e r y  s l o w  and f r u s ­

t r a t i n g .  I n  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  J u l y  2 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  s h e  s t a t e d  t o  

Rev e r en d  Mot he r  Aga t ha :  "There  i s  n o t h i n g  s e t t l e d  h e r e  

y e t .  The  e m p l o y e e s  w i l l  be  a p p r o v e d  o f  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  

o f  J u l y .  I  w i l l  w r i t e  you a g a i n  a s  s o o n  a s  I  h e a r  f r o m  

t h e r e .  I t  i s  a t r y i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  t o  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

Government .  Mother  J u l i a  w i l l  g i v e  you a l l  t h e  p a r t i c u ­

l a r s  when s h e  r e a c h e s  home."®^ On t h e  t w e n t y - n i n t h  o f  

t h e  same m o n t h ,  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  e x p l a i n e d  f u r t h e r  t o  

R e v e r e n d  Mothe r  Aga t ha :

We h a v e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  any  o f  t h e  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  y e t ,  b u t  a r e  e x p e c t i n g  them e v e r y  day . . .  The 
U.S.  T r e a s u r e r  s e n t  word t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  t h a t  $527 
h a d  b e e n  p l a c e d  t o  o u r  c r e d i t  w i t h  h im i n  San
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F r a n c i s c o .  I  s u pp os e  we w i l l  soon r e c e i v e  i t ,  t h a t  
i s  i f  we w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t o  s e n d  i t  b a c k  t o  W a s h i n g ­
t o n  t o  h a v e  i t  c a s h e d . . . . P l e a s e  t e l l  d e a r  M o t h e r  
J u l i a  I  r e c e i v e d  an  an s we r  f rom t h e  Commiss ioner  of  
I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  y e s t e r d a y ,  r e g a r d i n g  I n t e r p r e t e r ,  
a n d  P o l i c e .  He w a n t e d  t o  know t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
h a v i n g  them,  and i f  w h i t e  o r  I n d i a n s . y

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s i g n s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  by l o c a l  c i t i z e n s

t o w a r d s  t h e  S i s t e r s  i n  Yuma w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  m a n i f e s t

t h e m s e l v e s .  As S i s t e r  Ambros ia  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Mot he r

A s s i s t a n t  i n  J u l y ,  1886:

Mr.  A. F r a n k  i s  s t i l l  v e r y  much annoyed  t o  t h i n k  we 
h a v e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l .  He t o l d  t h e  
g e n t l e m a n  who k e e p s  t h e  h o t e l  h e r e ,  t h a t  i t  was  
a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  a woman t o  h o l d  
an  o f f i c e ,  a n d  more  e s p e c i a l l y  a r e l i g i o u s ,  an d  
t h a t  he w o u l d  a t t e n d  t o  i t .  He t h i n k s  we a r e  d e ­
c e i v i n g  Was h i n g t on .  He s a i d  he wou l d  l i k e  t o  know 
why I  d i d  n o t  w r i t e  my name S i s t e r  i n s t e a d  o f  Mary 
O ' N e i l . 91

A n o t h e r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h o s t i l i t y  o c c u r r e d  l a t e r  t h a t  

y e a r ,  when an anonymous l e t t e r  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  San 

F r a n c i s c o  A r g o n a u t . The a u t h o r  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  e x ­

i s t e d  a " g o v e r n m e n t a l  n u n n e r y  a t  F o r t  Yuma," t h a t  was

" g a l l i n g  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e ,  an d  s i l e n t  m u t t e r i n g s  may
Q 9d e v e l o p  i n t o  p u b l i c  i n d i g n a t i o n . "

The g ov e r nme n t  seemed w e l l - s a t i s f i e d  ho we v e r ,  and 

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  i n  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  n eede d .  A l e t t e r  

d a t e d  A u g u s t  15 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  f r o m S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  t o  t h e

Mother  A s s i s t a n t  p o r t r a y s :  "They a r e  r i g h t  good t h e r e ,

ha ve  o r d e r e d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  were  a s k e d  f o r .  I  f o r w a r d ­

ed y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  e m p l o y e e s ,  and  w i l l  w r i t e  

you j u s t  a s  soon a s  I  h e a r  f rom t h e r e .  E v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  

money f o r  l a s t  q u a r t e r  h a s  b e e n  s e t t l e d . . . . T h e y  h a v e  

s e n t  a Ch e c k  b o o k ,  a n d  a l l  we h a v e  t o  do a f t e r  t h i s ,  i s

■ k -
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t o  make o u t  c h e c k s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  and  Mr.  

G o n d o l f o  c a s h e s  t h e m  h e r e . . . . I  w o u l d  j u d g e  f r o m  F a t h e r  

S t e p h a n s  l e t t e r  t h a t  t h e y  were  p l e a s e d  w i t h  us  i n  Wash­

i n g t o n  w i t h  our  s c h o o l . " ^

The S i s t e r s  were  u n a b l e  t o  open  s c h o o l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

s c h e d u l e  t h a t  y e a r ,  wh i ch  was s e t  f o r  Sep t e mber  1,  1886.  

A l t h o u g h  p r o v i s i o n s  had a r r i v e d ,  c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  c h i l ­

d r e n  h a d  n o t .  C l a s s e s  d i d  n o t  commence  u n t i l  t h e  1 5 t h  

o f  S e p t e m b e r . ^  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  w e r e  a l s o  

i n f o r m e d  t h a t  an I n t e r p r e t e r  wou ld  n o t  be employed  t h a t  

y e a r .  S i s t e r  Ambros i a  p l e a d e d  w i t h  R e v e r e n d  Mother  t o  

o b t a i n  o n e ,  a s  t h a t  was  one  n e c e s s i t y  t h e  S i s t e r s  f e l t  

t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  do w i t h o u t .  They we r e ,  h o w ev e r ,  d e l i g h t ­

ed  w i t h  t h e  new I n d u s t r i a l  T e a c h e r  t h a t  had  b e e n  s e n t ,  

f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  I n d u s t r i a l  T e a c h e r ,  Mr.  G o n z a l e s ,  had 

been  d i s c h a r g e d  f rom h i s  d u t i e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  s c h o o l ,  Sep tember  was 

a n  u n u s u a l l y  b u s y  m o n t h .  R e p a i r  wo rk  s u c h  a s  p l a s t e r ­

i n g ,  p a i n t i n g  and w h i t e w a s h i n g  was done ,  m o s t l y  i n  p r e p ­

r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  F a t h e r  Zephryn  E n g e l h a r d t ’s a r r i v a l  i n  

t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  m o n t h . ^  S e v e n t y - f i v e  s t u d e n t s  

were  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  s c h o o l ,  b u t  t h e  S i s t e r s  e x p e c t e d  a t  

l e a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  p u p i l s  t o  r e t u r n  l a t e .  Not one member 

of  t h e  Diegueno  t r i b e  a r r i v e d  f o r  s c h o o l ,  on a c c o u n t  of  

an  i n c i d e n t  i n  w h i c h  o n e  o f  t h e  D i e g u e n o  M e d i c i n e  Men 

was k i l l e d  by a Yuman, who t h o u g h t  he was a w i t c h .  T h i s  

c a u s e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h a r d  f e e l i n g s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two
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t r i b e s . ^

C h i e f  P a s c u a l ,  s t i l l  r e s i d i n g  a t  t h e  f o r t  i n  a 

f e e b l e  c o n d i t i o n ,  i n f o r m e d  S i s t e r  Ambros i a  t h a t  he wou ld  

s e n d  f o r  a l l  o f  h i s  I n d i a n s  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  h e r  

t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e m h e r s e l f  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  

s e n d i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s c h o o l .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  

l e a d e r  o f  a Yuma camp a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  d e s i r e d  h i s  c h i l ­

d r en  i n  s c h o o l :

C a p t a i n  Thomas  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  came o v e r  a 
few d a y s  a g o  and  w a n t e d  me t o  go o v e r  t o  h i s  camp.
I  p r omi se d  him t o  go o v e r  n e x t  week.  He s a i d  t h e r e  
w e r e  many c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  who s h o u l d  be  i n  s c h o o l  
and he wan t ed  me t o  s p e a k  t o  t hem.

I n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 8 7 ,  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

S c h o o l s  a r r i v e d  f rom Wa s h i n g t on  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  

F o r t  Yuma.^® He e x p r e s s e d  p l e a s u r e  w i t h  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  

o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  i n f o r m e d  S i s t e r  Ambros i a  t h a t  he wou l d  

w r i t e  t h e  I n d i a n  A g e n t  i n  A r i z o n a  t o  s e n t  f i f t y  P a p a g o  

g i r l s  t o  F o r t  Yuma. He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  

t h e  way t h e  g i r l s  managed t h e  sewing  mach i ne .

The s c h o o l  was a l s o  i n s p e c t e d  i n  March of  t h a t  y e a r  

by G e n e r a l  A r m s t r o n g . ^  The G e n e r a l  a l s o  g a v e  g l o w i n g  

r e m a r k s  t o  t h e  work  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s ,  a n d  

s t a t e d  t h a t  h e ,  t o o ,  would  w r i t e  t h e  Agent  i n  A r i z o n a  

t o  s end  f i f t y  Papago g i r l s  t o  F o r t  Yuma. He a l s o  i n d i ­

c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  p l a n s  t o  send some of  t h e  M i s s i o n  

I n d i a n s  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were  

b e g i n n i n g  t o  l o o k  v e r y  p r e s e n t a b l e ;  i n  f a c t ,  by M a r c h ,  

t h e  S i s t e r s  had  s u c c e e d e d  i n  h a v i n g  n i n e  o r  t e n  b o y s  c u t  

t h e i r  h a i r .  F i g u r e s  18 a n d  19 d e p i c t  t h e  a d v a n c e s  i n
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I n d i a n  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  F o r t  Yuma Government  S c h o o l ,

c i r c a  1 8 9 0 ' s .
C r e d i t :  A r i z o n a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y
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F i g u r e  19.
I n d i a n  s c h o o l b o y s ,  F o r t  Yuma Government  S c h o o l ,

c i r c a  1 8 9 0 ' s .
C r e d i t :  A r i z o n a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y
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grooming and d o m e s t i c a t i o n  a c h i e v e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s .

A t h i r d  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  A p r i l  o c c u r r e d  

a t  a v e r y  i n o p p o r t u n e  t i me  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s .  An e p i d e m i c  

o f  m e a s l e s  and c h i c k e n  pox had s t r u c k  t h e  I n d i a n  commu­

n i t y ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  many s t u d e n t s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  

homes.  The i n s p e c t o r ,  S p e c i a l  Agent  H e a t h ,  d i d  n o t  seem 

t o  be a s  f a v o r a b l y  i m p r e s s e d  a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  two:

He s a i d  t h e  management  of  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  o r ­
d e r  and c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  t h e  a p a r t m e n t s ,  were  s u p e r i ­
o r  t o  an y  I n d i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  he  h a d  e v e r  v i s i ­
t e d ,  b u t  h e  was  n o t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  
s c h o o l .  He d i d  n o t  f i n d  f a u l t  w i t h  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  
b u t  he s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  o b e d i e n t  e n o u g h .  He 
t h o u g h t  we s h o u l d  p u n i s h  t h e m o r  l o c k  t h e m  up i n  
p r i s o n  when t h e y  d i s o b e y e d .  I  t o l d  h im i f  we d i d  
t h a t  we wou l d  n o t  h a v e  many Yuma's l e f t  i n  s c h o o l .  
. . . . H e  came a t  a v e r y  bad  t i m e . . . . T h e  b l a c k  m e a s l e s
b r o k e  o u t  among them,  and i s  c a r r y i n g  them o f f  l i k e
f l i e s . . . . O u r  c l e r k  was  d r u n k  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h e  I n ­
s p e c t o r  r em a i n e d  h e r e . . . . S o  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s i c k n e s s  
we h a v e  o u r  o t h e r  t r i a l s  t o o . . . . I  am b e g i n n i n g  t o  
f e e l  o l d  and worn o u t .

The I n s p e c t o r  was  a l s o  u p s e t  t h a t  p a r e n t s  d i d  n o t  

o b l i g e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l ,  s t a t i n g  " . . . t h e  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  l e f t  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  t o  come o r  s t a y  a s  

t h e y  p l e a s e d . H e  i n f o r m e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  t h a t  he  would  

s u g g e s t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  be  man-  

d a t e d  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l .  As e v i d e n c e d  f r o m  t h e  many

l e t t e r s  p a s s i n g  back  and f o r t h  f rom F o r t  Yuma t o  C a r o n -  

d e l e t ,  by t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  h a d  l e a r n e d ,  u n d e r ­

s t o o d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  Yuma c u l t u r e  -  e v e n  t r i e d  t o

p r o t e c t  t h e m  -  b u t  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who d i d  n o t  know

t h e  Yumas had c e r t a i n  p r e c o n c e i v e d  i d e a s  and i m p a t i e n t ,  

i n t o l e r a a n t  a t t i t u d e s .  The o n l y  g o o d  t h a t  came o u t  o f
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t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  was  t h a t  a s t e a m  pump was  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  

t h e  S i s t e r s ,  a s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  d e s i r i n g  t o  h a v e  on e  f o r
1 n o

t h e i r  s c h o o l  g a r d e n .  A l s o ,  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  was

a u t h o r i z e d  t o  buy f i v e  cows,  a s pan  of  m u l e s ,  w i r e  f e n c e  

f o r  t h e i r  g a r d e n ,  one  h e a v y  wagon ,  and a b u gg y  f o r  t h e  

u s e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  I n  a l e t t e r  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  

A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  s h e  s t a t e d ,  "The  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  b e e n  

v e r y  k i n d  i n  g r a n t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  we ha ve  a s k e d  and more 

t o o . " 1 0 4

The m e a s l e s / c h i c k e n  pox e p i de mi c  was n e a r l y  o v e r  by

t h a t  t i m e .  S i s t e r  Ambros ia  e x p r e s s e d :

I t  was  t h e  s a d d e s t  s i g h t  I  e v e r  w i t n e s s e d . . . . I t  i s  
a c u s t o m  a m o n g s t  t h e m  t o  d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g  when 
t h e y  l o s e  a member  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  So you may 
i m a g i n e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  a f t e r  so 
many d e a t h s .  They k i l l e d  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  h o r s e s ,  
burned  t h e i r  camps,  wagons ,  food and c l o t h i n g .  So 
t h e  p o o r  Yumas a r e  l e f t  i n  a d e s t i t u t e  c o n d i t i o n  
a f t e r  t h e  e p i d e m i c .  Our  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  e s c a p e d  
w e l l ,  , °Aiy s i x  d i e d .  They a r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  s c h o o l  
a g a i n .

C h i e f  P a s c u a l  was o ne  o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

e p i d e m i c .  B e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  on May 9, 1887,  he  a s ked  t o  

be b a p t i z e d .  M i g u e l ,  who opposed  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  was t h e n  

a p p o i n t e d  C h i e f .  At f i r s t ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  w e r e  v e r y  i m­

p r e s s e d  by h i s  c o n t r o l  and a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r  t h e  Yuma t r i b e  

seemed w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  and u n i t e d . 10^

I n  J u l y ,  1887,  S i s t e r  Ambros ia  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Se c ­

r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma had 

e n j o y e d  a v e r y  p r o s p e r o u s  y e a r  [See F i g u r e  2 0 ] ,  I t  was 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  was 1 2 2  o u t  o f  a s c h o l a s t i c  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  200.  The a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  r a n g e d  f rom
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• .Un i t e d STA TE^Ia?DiA2f S e r v ic e ,  ' I  / :  - 
' ; . . .  . • INDIAN TRAINING SCHOOL,"

. Fort Yuma, Cat., July  26 ,1SS7.
S in : I  havo th e  honor respectfully to report that, the Indian training school nn- 

■ der ray supervision a t this placa has for tho past scholastic year been as Biiccossl’ul 
in  good results as could have been expected under the circumstances, inasmuch as 
almost any kind o f traiuiug was wholly unknown to the Yuma Indians. The indi­
vidual enrollment (see accompanying statistical reports) was 1-22 out of a  scholastic 
population of less than 200, notwithstanding wo had no coercivo power whatever to 
enforce attendance.- The average attendance ranged from (I() to 70, with the excep­
tion of two mouths last spring,'in which tho attendance was materially reduced in 
consequence of the disastrous measles epidemic prevailing at tho time. After tho 
6ubs:deuco of tho disease, however, tho average soon obtained its usual rate, and tho 
school closed with nearly 80 pupils in regular attendance.'

The industrial attainments of the pupils, considering tho limited means of instruc­
tion a t command, havo been gradually progressive. Tho boys generally have mani­
fested a willingness to work, and have been instructed in useful labor as lar as tho 
means were available to d<> so. I t  is my opinion that they could bo taught, to their ul­
timate advantage, some of tho mechanical pursuits, such for instance, as shoe-making, 
carpentering, and tinsmithing. The latter avocatiou'will, in all probability, soon 

pro tit able Iicr**, or a t least, bo called into active demand, through the grapo 
^  I  frnifc industries nowin development. Agriculture as an industry is so entirely 
^trt^jenclent on irrigation that it  would bo useless to attempt tho one without the 
orhcr.

The larger girls havo been taught to wash and iron, cook and sew, also regularly 
derailed in innny other domestic duties which aro essential to their position. Many 
of the older ones. I  rt*gret to say, havo invariably manifested a repugnance to civil- 
iz- d domestic duties, oven leaving school in somo instances to avoid it.

'ike. younger girls, on the contrary, are more tractable and cheerfully perform all 
ta-ks assigned thi:m. They -speedily form strong local attachments and manifest 
great love ami aib ction for their teachers and reluctantly return to their homes dur­
ing vacation.

The progress made by tho pupils in spelling, reading, writing, and arithmetic.has,' 
:» the main, been very satisfactory, isuno of the advanced pupils can read plain 
ikigli.sh proso understanding!*.* ami indite a fairly intelligible letter. Some tew have 
entirely abandoned their Indian life, cut their hair, and otherwise manifested a  dis­
position to adopt civilization, learn t o  speak the English language, and lead a  civil­
ized lif*-. I t has not induced others to read aloud in the English, much less to speak 
it. This apparent repugnance to the English touguo is probably owing partly to. 

. their k**en sense of ridiculo and fear of making mistakes.
> The buildings, which were in a dilapidated condition, have been partially repaired. 
k Sckool-rooms, dining-hall, dormitories, and kitchen havo been thoroughly renovated; 
V there is,, however, still much to ho done in the way of repairing. ■
• Uetnriung sincere thanks to the Indian Oilicofor the cordial assistance and support 
f received. 1 have tho honor to be, .

Most respectfully,
|  , . ... • Mary O'Neil ,'-

f ' * ' • * SitjtarinieiHlniL
I uTho CojisassiONRit op I:,DLa;t Astaies.

F i g u r e  20.
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  l e t t e r  f rom 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  F o r t  Yuma Government  S c h o o l  Mary O ' N e i l  
( S i s t e r  Ambros i a )  t o  Commi s s i one r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  1887.  

C r e d i t :  San Diego  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y
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60 t o  70,  who were  g r a d u a l l y  p r o g r e s s i n g  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  

a t t a i n m e n t s .  She  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be  t o  

t h e  I n d i a n s  a d v a n t a g e  i f  t r a d e s  s u c h  a s  s h o e - m a k i n g ,  

t i n s m i t h i n g  and c a r p e n t e r y  were  t a u g h t .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  o l d e r  g i r l s  had been  t a u g h t  t o  wash,  i r o n ,  cook ,  sew 

an d  p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d o m e s t i c  d u t i e s .  P r o g r e s s  was  v e r y  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  by t h e  p u p i l s  i n  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  s p e l l i n g
1 f)7

and a r i t h m e t i c .

The r e  were  many c h i l d r e n  p r e s e n t  when s c h o o l  opened 

i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  b u t  o n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h o s e  who a r ­

r i v e d  l a t e  and had  t o  be e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e t u r n .  The I n ­

d u s t r i a l  T e a c h e r  a r r i v e d  i n  t i m e  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n ,  b u t  

t h e  Pima Agent  had s e n t  word t h a t  he c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h i s  

P a p a g o  g i r l s  r e a d y  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  o f  O c t o b e r .  S i s t e r  

Ambros i a  was a l s o  f o r c e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  Commi s s i one r  of  

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  t o  h a v e  t h e  c l e r k  d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  t h e  

s c h o o l .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  m i n u t i n a e  o f  d e t a i l s  a s s o ­

c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  had
1 n o

a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  p r o b l e m .  C h i e f  M i g u e l  was  a l r e a d y

p r o v i n g  t o  be a n u i s a n c e ,  and wanted  t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  t a k e  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  home.  T h i s  c r e a t e d  a s t r a i n  on t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  be t ween  S i s t e r s  and s t u d e n t s .  W i t h i n  a month,  

t h o u g h ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  s c h o o l  had a b e t t e r  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  

a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had  b e e n  t a k e n  o u t  o f  

s c h o o l  r e t u r n e d .  The  S i s t e r s  w e r e  a l s o  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  

f o r  t h e  v i s i t  by F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  and  B i s h o p  S a l p o i n t e ,  

who a t  once  r e b u k e d  C h i e f  M i g u e l :

» » . -  . . . .
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F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  came j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  h e l p  u s  o u t  o f  
d i f f i c u l t y .  He g a v e  C a p t a i n  M i g u e l  a good s c o l d ­
i n g ,  an d  t o l d  h im t h a t  he  m u s t  s e n d  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  
s c h o o l ,  an d  i f  h e  was  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  s e n d  t h e m  h e r e  
t h e  g r e a t  F a t h e r  i n  Wash i ng t on  would  send an  o r d e r  
t o  t a k e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  by f o r c e  a n d  p l a c e  t h e m i n  
an E a s t e r n  s c h o o l .  T h i s  f r i g h t e n e d  them c o n s i d e r ­
a b l y  . . . . F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o l d  me t h a t  a s  s o o n  a s  he 
had e n t e r e d  i n t o  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  M i g u e l  t h a t  he 
c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  by some 
b i g o t s  i n  Y u m a . . . . F a t h e r  S t e p h e n  t o l d  me when he  
t o o k  t h i s  s c h o o l  he  t h o u g h t  t h e y  were  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  
and seemed q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  i t  o t h e r w i s e .

C h i e f  M i g u e l  a p p e a r e d  t o  ca l m down,  and s c h o o l  went

on a s  u s u a l .  By F e b r u a r y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1 8 8 8 ,

t h e r e  were  s e v e n t y - f o u r  boys ,  f o r t y - t w o  g i r l s  and n i n e

S i s t e r s  l i v i n g  a t  F o r t  Yuma. The numbe r  d w i n d l e d  t h a t

y e a r ;  i n  March t h e r e  were  100 c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l ,

a n d  i n  N ove mbe r  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  s e v e n t y  c h i l d r e n . 11-®

However ,  S i s t e r  Ambros i a  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  number  p r e t t y

f a i r ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h

C h i e f  M i g u e l  had c r o p p e d  up a g a i n :

We h a v e  n o t  a n y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f r om  t h e  A r i z o n a  
s i d e .  They s t i l l  c l i n g  t o  t h e i r  l e a d e r .  The  a n ­
s w e r  I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  was  t h a t  t h e y  
had n o t i f i e d  W e l l s  Fa rgo  Co. i n  San F r a n c i s c o  t h a t  
s t e p s  mu s t  be  t a k e n  t o  p u t  a s t o p  t o  h i s  i n t e r f e r ­
ence  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s .  I  t h i n k  b e f o r e  t h i s  t r o u b l e  
e n d s  he  w i l l  l o s e  h i s  p o s i t i o n . . . . T h e  I n d i a n  A g e n t  
h a s  n o t  made h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  y e t .  I  h e a r  t h a t  he 
w o u l d  come h e r e  n e x t  week ,  a n d  a p p o i n t  C a p t .  J o s e  
C h i e f . 1 1 1

B e s i d e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  M i g u e l ,  t y p h o i d  f e v e r  had 

s t r u c k ,  k i l l i n g  t h r e e  b o y s  an d  on e  g i r l  i n  s c h o o l  i n  

J a n u a r y  of  1889.  The o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t e n d  

s c h o o l  r e g u l a r l y .  I n  A p r i l ,  S i s t e r  Ambros ia  r e c e i v e d  a 

document  f rom Commi s s i one r  of  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  Mr. Obe r -  

l y ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  "power  g i v e n  t o  and t h e  d u t i e s  t o  be

K :
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p e r f o r m e d  by t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s ,  

i n  wh i c h  he r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been  a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  

s t a t u s  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s :  power

o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  t o  a p p o i n t  o r  r e m o v e  s c h o o l  em­

p l o y e e s  had been  r e v o k e d  by C o n g r e s s .  The S u p e r i n t e n ­

d e n t  o f  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s  w o u l d  s i m p l y  r e p o r t  a n d  make 

s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  The d o c u ­

ment  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h o s e  

t o  be emp l oyed  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  s e r v i c e .

I n  May o f  1889,  t h e r e  was a v i s i t  by C o l o n e l  P r e s ­

t o n ,  an I n d i a n  Agent  who had been  o r d e r e d  by t h e  D e p a r t ­

ment  t o  examine  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  e v e r y  d e t a i l .  T h e r e  were ,  

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t w e n t y - e i g h t  g i r l s ,  two o f  whom b e l o n g e d  t o  

t h e  C o - c o - p a h  t r i b e ;  t h i r t y - t w o  y ou ng  b o y s  a n d  t h i r t y  

o l d e r  boys :

The g i r l s  d i d  r e m a r k a b l y  w e l l ,  went  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  
d i f f e r e n t  e x e r c i s e s ;  t h e  f o u r  r u l e s  o f  A r i t h m e t i c ,  
r e a d  and s ang  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t h e  l e a s t  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  
a t h i n g  v e r y  u n u s u a l  w i t h  t h e m ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  
n a t u r a l l y  t i m i d  b e f o r e  s t r a n g e r s .  He was  i n d e e d  
d e l i g h t e d  a n d  s p o k e  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g l y ,  s a y i n g ,  
t h a t  he  had  no d o u b t  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  be  a b l e  t o  
compete  w i t h  any w h i t e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e i r  a g e .  The 
g i r l s  w e r e  a t t i r e d  i n  t h e i r  new u n i f o r m . . . . N e  v e r  
f e a r  s a i d  he ,  no d a n g e r  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  l o s i n g  t h i s  
S c h o o l ,  w i t h  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s t a n d i n g  i n  W a s h i n g ­
t o n . . . . T o  l o s e  o u r  p o o r  Yumas w o u l d  i n d e e d  s a d d e n  
us a l l .  .

When S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a v i s i t  t o  

Ba n n i n g ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1890,  t h e  I n d i a n  Agent  

was i n  Yuma:

He i s  a b i g o t e d  o l d  f e l l o w .  He w o u l d  g i v e  no 
c r e d i t  t o  t h e  s i s t e r s  f o r  an y  goo d  d o n e .  The  Dr .  
g a v e  h i m a good  s e t t i n g  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  o t h e r  two 
men. He has  c o l l e c t e d  20 c h i l d r e n  f rom Bann i ng  and
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V i n c e n t  t o  go t o  New Mexico .  He w i l l  t a k e  a l l  t h e  
Yuma c h i l d r e n  on t h e  A r i z o n a  s i d e  he  c a n  f i n d  t o  go 
a l o n g .  You s e e  w h a t  a f r i e n d  he  i s  t o  u s .  M i g u e l  
came t o  me w i t h  B i l l  t h e  I n t e r p r e t e r ,  and a s k e d  me 
w h a t  he  w o u l d  d o . . . . I  t o l d  h i m n o ,  t h a t  t h e  A g e n t  
had n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  o u r  s c h o o l

On a p o s i t i v e  n o t e ,  Language  M a n u a l s  f o r  t h e  c h i l ­

d r e n  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  m o n t h .  The  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

Bu r ea u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  a l s o  

c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  on F e b r u a r y  6 , 1 89 0 ,  

t h a t  h e r  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  was  n o t  g i v e n  a f i x e d  e x p i r a t i o n  

d a t e  [ Se e  F i g u r e  2 1 ] ^ - ’. T h i s  was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  c a u s e  

o f  much c o n c e r n ,  f o r  when t h e  n e w l y  c o n f i r m e d  S u p e r i n ­

t e n d e n t  o f  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s ,  D a n i e l  D o r c h e s t e r ,  a n d  h i s  

w i f e ,  an I n d i a n  S p e c i a l  Agent ,  a r r i v e d ,  some c i t i z e n s  of  

Yuma a p p r o a c h e d  him:

Mr .  D o r c h e s t e r ,  We come t o  a s k  y o u ,  do you  i n t e n d  
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  F o r t  Yuma 
S c h o o l ,  o r  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  do you  mean t o  t a k e  t h e  
S c h o o l  f r o m  t h e  S i s t e r s ?  We a r e  R e p u b l i c a n s  and 
P r o t e s t a n t s  and  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  o f  no i n t e r e s t  o r  
b e n e f i t  t o  u s ,  b u t  we b e l i e v e  i n  j u s t i c e  a n d  no a c t  
c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  a g r e a t e r  one o f  i n j u s t i c e  t h a n  
t o  r e m o v e  t h e  S i s t e r s  f r o m  t h o s e  I n d i a n s . . . . T h o s e  
S i s t e r s  h a v e  d on e  a w o r l d  o f  good  a n d  no o n e  w i l l  
e v e r  do a n y t h i n g  w i t h  t h  Yumas b u t  t h e  S i s t e r s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S i s t e r  A n i c e t a  B y r n e ,  t h e  A g e n t  came

" f u l l  o f  b i g o t r y  a n d  p r e d j u d i c e  b u t  l e f t  u s  q u i t e

c h a n g e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  103 c h i l d r e n  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e

t i m e .  The l a s t  day t h e y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  good  we had

d o n e ,  e n c o u r a g e d  us  t o  k e e p  on a n d  s a i d  t h a t  no c h a n g e

w o u l d  be  made u n l e s s  Mr.  Mo rg an  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c a r r y i n g

o u t  h i s  p l a n s  c o n c e r n i n g  n o n s e c t a r i a n i s m  i n  t h e

s c h o o l s .

D o r c h e s t e r ' s  r e p o r t  t o  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Morgan,  t h e

m
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SU N  B U I L D I N G ,IS IS  T  S T .N M ,

February 3, is g c .-

Rev. S is te r  Mary O 'Seil,

Sapt.' Fort Yuma Scbocl,

Yuma, Arizona,

Rev. dear S ister:

Replying to your le tte r  of tbs 30tb ultimo, just 

received, I beg to say tbat you are laboring under a misapprehension 

In tblmclng tbat your commission w ill expire on tbe ~tb of next montb; 

you sere not appointed Tor any particular time, and tbererors your 

term of o fr ic s  does not expire by lim itation  on tbe date named, or on 

any otber particular day, Nor Is your bond lim ited as to time; I t  Is 

In force so long as you are Superintendent of Fort Yuma Scbocl.

Consequently, I can see no necessity  ror your communicating altb 

tee Soamlssloner of Indian Affairs on tb ls  matter. You certain ly  s i l l

not be disturbed by tbe =tb of March, and tbere Is no probability of 

any change being made th is f isc a l year. If; at any time, a change 

should be decided upon by tbe Indian O ffice, you s i l l  be given ample 

notice cf tbe fact.

Wltb Kindest regards to yourself and S isters , and wltb best slsbes  

ror your bealtb and success in your good uorx,

I am, very tru ly, yours,

Director.

F i g u r e  21.
L e t t e r  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  F o r t  Yuma Government  S c h o o l ,  

f rom D i r e c t o r ,  Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .  
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t
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newly  a p p o i n t e d  Commiss ioner  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  ( J u l y  of  

1889)  was v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  a s  t h e  l a t t e r ’s communica­

t i o n  t o  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  i n d i c a t e d .  The  C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s 

m a j o r  c o n c e r n  was  w i t h  " e l e v a t i n g  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  

t h e  Yumas , "  u s i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  a med i um.  S i s t e r  Am­

b r o s i a  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n ,  a n d  f e l t  " . . . t h a t  

t h e  hope  o f  t h e  pe r ma nen t  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and i mpr ove me n t  

o f  t h e  Yuma I n d i a n s  m u s t  be b a s e d  l a r g e l y  u p o n  t h e i r  

a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  an d  d e v o t i o n  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r ­

s u i t s .  " U S  g o t h  were  v e r y  aware  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  which 

t h e  s c h o o l  e x e r t e d  upon t h e  Yuma s i t u a t i o n .

I n  1890,  110 c h i l d r e n  made t h e i r  F i r s t  Communion or  

C o n f i r m a t i o n  by t h e  R i g h t  Rev e r en d  F r a n c i s  Mora o f  Los 

A n g e l e s ,  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  r e s i d e n t  p r i e s t  F a t h e r  C h au c o t ,  

and F a t h e r  W i l l i a m  D e m f l i n ,  a Domin i can  m i s s i o n a r y . ^  

The  n e x t  y e a r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a t o t a l  n um b e r  o f  152 p u p i l s  

i n  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  and a number o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  were  made 

on t h e  s c h o o l .

A c o n f e r e n c e  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  s e r ­

v i c e  was  s c h e d u l e d  t o  be h e l d  on D e c e m b e r  23 ,  1 8 9 1 ,  i n  

L a w r e n c e ,  K a n s a s .  The o b j e c t  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  was  t o  

e n a b l e  t h e  Commiss ioner  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  T . J .  Morgan,  

t o  become p e r s o n a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d ,  t o  s e c u r e  g r e a t e r  u n i t y  i n  t h e  w o r k ,  t o  c o r r e c t  

any d e f e c t s  and t o  make ne e d e d  c h a n g e s  and i m pr o v em e n t s  

i n  t h e  s c h o o l  s e r v i c e .  S i s t e r  Ambros i a ,  a s  S u p e r i n t e n ­

d e n t  o f  t h e  Government  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma, was r e q u i r e d
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t o  be t h e r e ,  b u t  a f t e r  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  s h e  was  n e e d e d  a t

s c h o o l ,  was  e x c u s e d ,  o wi n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no o t h e r

women w o u l d  be t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f
1 90S p e c i a l  Agent  Mrs.  D o r c h e s t e r .

I n  1 8 9 2 ,  t h e r e  was  s t i l l  some c o n s t e r n a t i o n  a b o u t  

l o s i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ,  e v en  t ho u g h  S i s t e r  Ambros i a  had been 

a s s u r e d  two y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t  t h i s  was an u n n e c e s ­

s a r y  c o n c e r n .  M o s t  o f  t h e  w o r r y  s t e mme d  f r o m  b e i n g  

u n a b l e  t o  t r u s t  t h e  p r o m i s e s  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  Commiss ioner  

o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  T. J .  Morgan,  o r  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  

S c h o o l s ,  W i l l i a m  D o r c h e s t e r ,  who were  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a 

g r owi ng  wave o f  a n t i - s e c u l a r i s m  i n  g o v e r nm e n t  s c h o o l s .  

I n  l i e u  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  p r e s s u r e s ,  R e v e r e n d  Mother  

A g a t h a  G u t h r i e  was  p r o m p t e d  t o  w r i t e  F a t h e r  Hahn ,  who 

was i n  c o n t r o l  of  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d i a n  S c h o o l  i n  Banni ng ,  

wh ich  had opened  i n  1890.  His  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

of  p o s s i b l y  commut ing t o  and f rom Yuma was:

As I  am n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t r a v e l i n g  a b o u t  i n  
s e a r c h  o f  p u p i l s ,  I  d e l a y e d  w r i t i n g  t o  you an 
a n s w e r  t o  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  Yuma I n d i a n s .  
The b e s t  way t o  g i v e  a f a i r  c h a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  
I n d i a n s  would  be t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  e l e c t i o n  shows,  
w h e t h e r  M o r g a n  i s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  o f f i c e  o r  n o t .  I f  
h e  r e m a i n s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  no  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  
C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n s  among t h e  I n d i a n s  e x c e p t  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e .  And t h e n  we w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  
w e l l .  The f a r e  f rom Banni ng  t o  Yuma i s  $8.00 f u l l  
f a r e .  H a l f  f a r e  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  400  d o l l a r s  a y e a r  
t o  go w e e k l y  f rom Banning  t o  Yuma. Le t  us  hope and 
p r a y ,  t h a t  God may e n l i g h t e n  an d  a s s i s t  u s ,  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  f o r  Hi s  s a k e ,  what  we poor  m o r t a l s  wi sh  
t o  do f o r  Hi s  Kingdom.  1

P r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  I n d u s t r i a l  

T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  i n  P e r r i s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  

1892,  S i s t e r  Ambros ia  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  s u p p l y  S u p e r i n ­

m j
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t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  P e r r i s  S c h o o l  w i t h  a l i s t  o f  25 Yuma

I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  s c h o o l .  T h i s

was  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  T . J .  M o r g a n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s . *^2 N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  a t  t h e

s c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma h a d  b e g u n  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  more  and

more  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  I n

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  some o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  w e r e  f i g h t i n g

among t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  b l a m i n g  a n y o n e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  f o r

t h e i r  p r o b l e m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S i s t e r s .

I n  1 8 9 3 ,  J o s e  Pama was  e l e c t e d  C h i e f ,  c a u s i n g  a

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  f r i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  and  e x - C h i e f

M i g u e l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Los  A n g e l e s  H e r a l d , o u t  o f

s p i t e ,  E x - C h i e f  Mi gue l  g o t  r e v e n g e  i n  a t e r r i b l e  way:

M i g u e l ,  h ow e v e r ,  i n  one day u n d i d  t h e  good t h a t  i t  
h a d  t a k e n  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .  
B e l o n g i n g  t o  h i s  f a c t i o n  w e r e  a b o u t  30 g i r l  
s c h o l a r s ,  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  12 t o  17 y e a r s .  
Th e s e  g i r l s  had a l l  been w i t h i n  t h e  q u i e t  p r e c i n c t s  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  o n l y  
v e n t u r i n g  t h e r e f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  e s c o r t  o f  t h e  n u n s .  
They  w e r e  g o o d - l o o k i n g  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  c o u l d  
n e a r l y  a l l  r e a d  an d  w r i t e ,  sew a n d  c o o k ,  a n d  b a d e  
f a i r  t o  go f o r t h  an d  e x e r c i s e  a n  e l e v a t i n g  and  
r e f i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  u p o n  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  
t r i b e . . . T h e  g i r l s  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  and  
p u t  i n  M i g u e l ' s  c h a r g e  and a g e n t  E s t u d i l l o  g i v e s  i t  
t o  u s  a s  an  a c t u a l  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  v i l e  o l d  c h i e f  
t o o k  t h e s e  i n n o c e n t  a n d  c o m e l y  c h i l d r e n  o v e r  t h e  
b r i d g e  t o  Yuma,  a n d  s o l d  t h e m  o u t  t o  t h e  l o w  w h i t e  
men, a c e r t a i n  number of  whom a r e  a l w a y s  f ound  i n  a 
b o r d e r  t own  l i k e  Yuma.  The  g i r l s  b r o u g h t  f r o m  $5 
t o  $ 1 2  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a g e  a n d  good  l o o k s .

E x - C h i e f  M i g u e l  p l a n n e d  t o  k i l l  " E l  C a p i t a n , "  whose 

i n f l u e n c e ,  he  b e l i e v e d ,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  d e p o s i ­

t i o n .  On t h e  n i g h t  o f  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 8 9 3 ,  M i g u e l  and  h i s  

f o l l o w e r s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  c o n v e n t ,  b u t  were  o v e r p o we r e d  by

W tt
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a h a s t i l y  summoned g u a r d . S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  h a d  b e e n  

warned by f a i t h f u l  I n d i a n s  t o  h i d e ,  and no one  was h u r t .  

The e x - c h i e f  and e i g h t  o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  were  t r i e d ,  and 

g i v e n  p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e s  t o  be s e r v e d  i n  Los  A n g e l e s .

E v e n  t h o u g h  t h i s  d i s t r a c t i o n  h a d  a r i s e n ,  s c h o o l  

p r o c e e d e d  a s  u s u a l .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  s ame m o n t h  a s  t h e  

a t t a c k ,  t h e r e  w e r e  96 b o y s  a n d  45 g i r l s  i n  s c h o o l ,  b u t  

many w er e  e x p e c t e d  t o  a r r i v e  l a t e ,  d u e  t o  M i g u e l ' s  i n ­

ducement s  t o  keep  h i s  f o l l o w e r s '  c h i l d r e n  o u t  o f  s c h o o l .  

S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  s e e m e d  t o  t h i n k  s h e  was  g o i n g  t o  n e e d  

more h e l p ,  a s  s h e  b e l i e v e d  150 w o u l d  r e t u r n  by t h e  

m i d d l e  o f  t h e  m o n t h . T h e y  were  f o r t u n a t e  t o  r e c e i v e  

t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a C a r p e n t e r  t h a t  y e a r .

On N ov e mb e r  2 2 ,  1 8 9 3 ,  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  r e p o r t e d  t o  

Re ve r e nd  Mot he r  Aga tha  G u t h r i e ,  "The C o m m i s s i o n e r s  who 

h a v e  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  t h e  

Yumas l a n d  a r e  a t  w o r k  e v e r y  d a y .  I t  w i l l  t a k e  t he m 

a b o u t  t h r e e  mont hs .  T h e r e  h a s  been  an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of  

$15,000.00  t o  d e f r a y  t h e i r  e x p e n s e s . "126 T h i s  c o n c e r n e d  

a C o m m i s s i o n  a p p o i n t e d  by Hoke S m i t h ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  

I n t e r i o r ,  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  Yumas f o r  t h e  

" c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  s u c h  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r
1 9  7r e s e r v a t i o n  a s  t h e y  m i g h t  be w i l l i n g  c e d e . "  The

p r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  l a n d  t o  be  s o l d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was 

t o  be u s ed  f o r  b u i l d i n g  l e v e e s ,  i r r i g a t i o n ,  and g e n e r a l  

i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  Yuma l a n d .  The  Yumas a g r e e d  t o  t h e  

p r o p o s a l s ,  b u t  d e m a n de d  a s  a s o l e  c o n c e s s i o n  t h a t  p a r t  

o f  t h e  l a n d  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J os e ph

mi:
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[See  F i g u r e  2 2 ] ,  As S i s t e r  Ambros ia  r e p o r t e d  t o  R e v e r ­

en d  M o t h e r ,  "Mr .  Gorman s a i d  t h e  d e e d  w o u l d  be  made o u t  

i n  t h e  name o f  a s i s t e r ,  t h a t  we w o u l d  h e a r  f r o m  him 

f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  u n t i l  t h e  m a t t e r  was  s e t t l e d . . . I  

a s k e d  h i m i f  t h e  s c h o o l  w o u l d  be  c a r r i e d  on a s  i t  i s  

now,  o r  on t h e  c o n t r a c t  p l a n .  He s a i d  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  

t o  d e c i d e  t h a t  t o o ,  b u t  he t h o u g h t  i t  wou l d  be s u p p o r t e d  

by t h e  G o v e r n m e n t . T h e i r  w i s h e s  were  r e s p e c t e d ,  and

embodied  i n  A r t i c l e  V I I  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  wh ich  was t h e n
1 2 9s i g n e d  by two h u n d r e d  and t h r e e  a d u l t  I n d i a n s .

I n  1 8 9 4 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  182 c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h

r e m a i n e d  t h e  a v e r a g e  number  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s i x  y e a r s ,  when

R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  p e r m a n e n t l y  w i t h d r e w  t h e  S i s t e r s  f r o m

t h e  s c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Y u r a a . ^ ^  I n  1 8 9 5 ,  when t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  a d o p t e d  a p o l i c y  e l i m i n a t i n g  c o n t r a c t  s c h o o l s ,

C o n g r e s s  began  a g r a d u a l  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o

t h o s e  s c h o o l s ,  w h i c h  was  t o  c e a s e  a l t o g e t h e r  by 190 0 .

F o r t  Yuma,  n o t  b e i n g  a c o n t r a c t  s c h o o l ,  b u t  d i r e c t l y

u n d e r  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l ,  was n o t  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  1895

l e g i s l a t i o n .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  l aw was i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a

g e n e r a l  movement  a g a i n s t  go v e r nme n t  s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t e d  by

131r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  C a t h o l i c s .  The grow-

i n g  a t t i t u d e  o f  a n t i - s e c u l a r i s m  i n  f e d e r a l  s c h o o l s  f o r  

I n d i a n s  was  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  many w a y s :  an  i n c r e a s i n g

n u m b e r  o f  i n s p e c t i o n s ;  i n t e r f e r e n c e s ;  an d  a r b i t r a r y  

d e c i s i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  s t u d e n t s  t o  n o n - s e c u l a r  g ove r nme n t  

s c h o o l s .
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/  A r t i c l e  7  e x c e p t s  f r o m  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  a  t r a c t  o f  l a n d ,
/  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  h i ll  o n  th e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  

/  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r ,  f o r m e r l y  F o r t  Y u m a ,  n o w  u s e d  a s  a n  I n d i a n  s c h o o l ,  s o  
j  l o n g  a s  t h e  s a m e  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  r e l i g i o n s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a n d  h o s p i t a l  

/  p u r p o s e s  f o r  s a i d  I n d i a n s ;  a n d  a  f u r t h e r  g r a n t  o f  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
I  h i l l  i s  s e t  a s i d e  a s  a  f a r m  f o r  s a i d  s c h o o l ;  t h e  s c h o o l  s i t e  a n d  f a r m  n o t .
I  t o  e x c e e d  i n  a l l  o n e - h a l f  s e c t i o n  o f  l a n d ,  o r  3 2 0  a c r e s .

^  /  B e f o r e  t h e  I n d i a n s  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  c e s s i o n  o f  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r 1 
*  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  b e f o r e  o n e  w o u l d  s i g n  t h e  a g r e e m e u t ,  t h e y  a s k e d  t h a t  

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  b e  g i v e n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  l a n d  m e n t i o n e d  
i n  a r t i c l e  7 .  W e  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s i s t e r s  o f  t h a t  o r d e r  h a v e  h a d  
c h a r g e  o f  t h a t  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  y e a r s ;  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  
l a b o r e d  f a i t h f u l l y ,  p a t i e n t l y ,  a n d  u n d e r  m a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  c i v i l i z e  a n d  
C h r i s t i a n i z e  t h e .  I n d i a n .  T h a t  a  h i g h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  f o u n d  a m o n g  
t h e  Y u m a s  i s  n o  f a u l t  o f  t h e i r s ,  o r  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  
e n t i r e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e m .  S h o u l d  t h e  a c c o m ­
p a n y i n g  a g r e e m e n t  b e c o m e  a  l a w ,  a n d  t h e  i r r i g a t i n g  c a n a l  b u i l t ,  w o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  Y u m a  I n d i a n s ;  a n d  s i n c e  
i t  i s  t h e i r  w i s h  t h a t  t h e  s i s t e r s  r e m a i n  w i t h  t h e m ,  t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  c h i l ­
d r e n ,  t o  n u r s e  t h e i r  s i c k ,  a u d  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e ,  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e i r  d e s i r e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a u d  h a l f  s e c ­
t i o n  o f  l a n d  s h o u l d  b e  r e s p e c t e d ,  a n d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  s u b m i t t e d  
t o  C o n g r e s s  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e  r a t i t i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  c o n t a i n  a  p r o ­
v i s i o n  t h a t  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  s a m e  i n t o  e f f e c t .

F i g u r e  2 2 .
Copy o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and Yuma I n d i a n  T r e a t y ,  1894.  

C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  t h r e a t  posed  by E x - C h i e f  M i g u e l ' s

f a c t i o n ,  which  had been  b r e w i n g  s i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  C h i e f

P a s c u a l ,  e x p l o d e d . M i g u e l  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n e d  c o n t r o l

o v e r  a v e r y  a c t i v e  g r o u p  o f  " p a g a n "  I n d i a n s ,  a n d  on

A p r i l  3,  1899,  S i s t e r  Mary J o s e p h  F r a n c o  r e p o r t e d :

M i g u e l ' s  I n d i a n s  ( a b o u t  50)  a r e  on t h e  w a r p a t h  
a g a i n . . . b u t  n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n g  a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e  t h e  
s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e s  v e r y  good,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  v e r y  
good  a n d  h a p p y . . . . T h e  I n d i a n s  a r e  t e r r i b l y e x c i t e d ,  
t h e y  s a y  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  w a r :  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  was
n o t h i n g  t o  what  t h e y  a r e  now. For  t h e  l a s t  week we 
h a v e  t e n  p o l i c e m e n  a n d  good  many o f  t h e  o t h e r  
I n d i a n s  w a t c h i n g  up h e r e  da y  an d  n i g h t ,  t h e  Dr .  
a l s o  comes  t o  s t a y  up h e r e  a t  n i g h t  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  
R a i l r o a d  men. Good many o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  men i n  Yuma 
h a v e  o f f e r e d  t o  come up a n d  w a t c h ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no 
d a n g e r  now,  t h e  d a n g e r  i s  a f t e r  t h e  A g e n t  g o e s  a n d  
s e n d s  P a t r i c k  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s - . .

The n e x t  day S i s t e r  c o n t i n u e d  h e r  l e t t e r :

Today  t h e  A g e n t  g o t  a d i s p a t c h  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  
t e l l i n g  him t o  g e t  f o u r  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  Los  A n g e l e s  
a n d  a l l  t h e  h e l p  he  n e e d s .  He s a y s  t h e y ' l l  s e n d  
1 0 0  s o l d i e r s  and a l l  t h e  h e l p  he w a n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
h a v e  one  e m p l o y e e  k i l l e d .  They  a l s o  t o l d  h im n o t  
t o  l e a v e  h e r e  u n t i l  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  s e t t l e d .  P r a y  
h a r d  f o r  u s ,  we a r e  i n  g r e a t  d a n g e r . . . .

I t  i s  ha r d  t o  d i s c e r n  w h e t h e r  o r  no t  S i s t e r  e x a g e r -  

r a t e d  t h e  a c t u a l  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The  s c h o o l ,  

t h o u g h ,  was s e t  on f i r e ,  f r i g h t e n i n g  e v e r y o n e .  E x - c h i e f  

M i g u e l ' s  s o n ,  P a t r i c k ,  b o a s t e d  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  c r i m e  

a n d  e v e n  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  b u r n  more  p r o p e r t y .  P a t r i c k

M i g u e l  was a p p r e h e n d ed  f o r  a r s o n ,  t a k e n  t o  San B e r n a r d ­

i n o  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  a n d  l a t e r  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s  t o  s t a n d  

t r i a l .  S i s t e r  A q u i n a s ,  who was  t h e n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  

g i r l s  c l a s s r o o m s ,  was o b l i g e d  t o  go t o  San B e r n a r d i n o  a s  

a w i t n e s s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  c r i m e ,  t h e  a c c u s e d  was  s u p ­

p o r t e d  by some M e t h o d i s t s  l i v i n g  i n  Yuma t h a t  f a v o r e d
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e x - C h i e f  M i g u e l ' s  f a c t i o n :

M i g u e l  h a s  b e e n  p r o m p t e d  t o  u s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  t o  
g e t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  by some w h i t e  
p e o p l e  i n  Yuma who a r e  v e r y  b i g o t e d  a g a i n s t  C a t h o ­
l i c  S i s t e r s .  They  e v e n  w en t  so  f a r  a s  t o  h i r e  a 
Lawyer  t o  d e f e n d  P a t r i c k  and some o f  them were  p r e ­
s e n t  a t  h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  p a i d  M i g u e l s  e x p e n s e s  
t o  be p r e s e n t . . . . T h e  s c h o o l  g o e s  on a s  u s u a l  b u t  
you  c a n  i m a g i n e  o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s . . . .

T h e r e f o r e ,  due t o  t h e  g rowing  d a n g e r  posed  by some 

me mber s  o f  t h e  Yuma I n d i a n  t r i b e ,  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  and i n c r e a s i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s e c t a r i ­

a n i s m  i n  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  r e s i g n e d  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  i n  19 0 0 ,  " t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  b u t  t o  t h e  l i n g e r i n g  g r i e f  o f  t h e  g r a t e ­

f u l  Yumas . "1 3 7  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  among t h e  

I n d i a n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n d i c a t e d  1,671 b a p t i s m s ,  233 c o n -
l O O

f i r m a t i o n s  and 45 m a r r i a g e s .

The g o ve r nm e n t  s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  some t i m e  a f t e r  

t h e  S i s t e r s  l e f t ,  u n d e r  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  J o h n  S. S p e a r .  

A l t h o u g h  i n  an e d u c a t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  Sp e a r  was n o n e t h e ­

l e s s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  Yumas l o s i n g  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  

u p b r i n g i n g ,  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  p r i e s t  o n l y  c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  

t o  s a y  Mass  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  t w i c e  a m o n t h .  I n  a 

l e t t e r  t o  B i s h o p  C o n a t y  on Nove mbe r  10 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  S p e a r  

s t a t e d :

I  came h e r e  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 9 9 ,  an d  t h e  S i s t e r s  l e f t  
t h e  n e x t  A p r i l .  I  now l e a r n  f r o m  F a t h e r  D u r a n d  
t h a t  he  m u s t  a b a n d o n  t h e  work  a l t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  
l e a v e s  u s  w i t h o u t  a ny  m i s s i o n a r y  among t h e  Yuma 
I n d i a n s .  W h i l e  r e l i g i o n  h a s  t a k e n  no g r e a t  h o l d  
u p o n  t h e m ,  t h e y  a r e  C a t h o l i c s  so  f a r  a s  t h e y  a r e  
a n y t h i n g .  U n l e s s  t h e  C h u r c h  t a k e s  up t h e  wor k  
s o o n ,  n e a r l y  a l l  w i l l  be l o s t  t h a t  was g a i n e d  by 
l o n g  y e a r s  o f  l a b o r  by t h e  S i s t e r s  a n d  t h e i r
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m i s s i o n a r i e s .

1 2 3

1 3 9

Bi s h o p  Cona t y  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  he wou l d  s end  a n o t h e r  

m i s s i o n a r y  p r i e s t  t o  t h e  Yuma r e s e r v a t i o n . ^ ^

However ,  n o t h i n g  much was done  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

f o r  a n o t h e r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s .  I n  1919,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  

s e n d i n g  F r a n c i s c a n s  t o  F o r t  Yuma was  c o n s i d e r e d  by 

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  F r a n c i s c a n s  were  b e s t  

s u i t e d  f o r  m i s s i o n a r y  w o r k  among t h e  Yumas.  As he  

r e l a y e d  t o  F a t h e r  Ketcham,  " I  am g l a d  t o  know t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  a p r o s p e c t  o f  g e t t i n g  a F r a n c i s c a n  a t  Yuma.  I  t h i n k  

t h a t  t o  do a n y t h i n g  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Yuma s i t u a t i o n  

u n t i l  we g e t  a F r a n c i s c a n ,  w o u l d  be a d e c i d e d  w a s t e  o f  

money. "

I n  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  p r i e s t  F a t h e r  T i b u r t i u s  

Wand was s e n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s i t e ,  and i m m e d i a t e l y  be ­

gan e r e c t i n g  a p e r m a n e n t  m i s s i o n  on F o r t  Yuma H i l l .  S t .  

Thomas I n d i a n  M i s s i o n  Church  was d e d i c a t e d  on F e b r u a r y

25 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  by B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  o f  Los  A n g e l e s .  I n  t h e
1 / 0

1980’s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  an a c t i v e ,  t h r i v i n g ,  c h u r c h .
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S t . B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  Sc hoo l

S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S ch o o l  was t h e  t h i r d  s c h o o l  

t o  o p e n  i n  San D i e g o  C o u n t y  f o r  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  c h i l d ­

r e n .  I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1889 n e a r  t h e  Morongo I n d i a n  

R e s e r v a t i o n ,  l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  n i n e t y  m i l e s  e a s t  of  

Los A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  As F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  d e s c r i b e d  i t  

s i x t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  s i t e  was i d e a l  and p i c t u r e s q u e :

The s i t u a t i o n  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l  i s  o n e  t h a t  
h a s  f ew r i v a l s  i n  a l l  C a l i f o r n i a .  I t  l o o k s  down 
f r o m  an  e m i n e n c e  on t h e  b e a u t i f u l  v a l l e y  i n  w h i c h  
B a n n i n g  i s  s i t u a t e d ,  and  away on i n t o  t h e  d e s e r t  
beyond.  I t  i s  ba c k e d  by u n d u l a t i n g  h i l l s  on which 
t h e r e  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c h a r m i n g  w a l k s .  As you  a s c e n d  
t h e  w a l k s  you open a new v i s t a .

The p r o p e r t y ,  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  San Gor gon i o  P a s s  d i v i d i n g  t h e  San B e r n a r d i n o  

and  San J a c i n t o  M o u n t a i n s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  b e l o n g e d  t o  Dr .  

Wel lwood Mur r ay ,  a w e l l - k n o w n  c i t i z e n  o f  San B e r n a r d i n o  

C o u n t y . I t  was p u r c h a s e d  by F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  Bureau  of  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  i n  1889,  w i t h  

h e l p  f rom t h e  famous  I n d i a n  m i s s i o n a r y ,  Mot he r  K a t h e r i n e  

D r e x e l .  Mot he r  K a t h e r i n e  D r e x e l  had j u s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

new r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r  i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  

B l e s s e d  S a c r am e n t  f o r  I n d i a n s  and C o l o r e d  P e o p l e ,  and by 

189 5 ,  ha d  s p e n t  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  o f  h e r  p e r s o n a l  i n ­

h e r i t a n c e  t o  b u i l d  and s u p p o r t  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

The i n s t i t u t i o n  was i n t e n d e d  t o  be u n d e r  t h e  c h a r g e
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of B e n e d i c t i n e  monks f rom P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  who p l a n n e d  t o

e s t a b l i s h  a m o n a s t e r y  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n  a b b e y  s c h o o l .

As A r c h a b b o t  H i n t e n a c h  p r o p o s e d  t o  B i s h o p  Mora  i n  a

l e t t e r  d a t e d  May 27,  1888:

. . . t h e  i mmed i a t e  o b j e c t  a t  p r e s e n t  w o u l d  be t o  t a k e  
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  i n d i a n  s c h o o l  t o  be e r e c t e d  by M i s s  
D r e x e l ,  w h i c h  w i l l  be  p a r t l y  a t  l e a s t  u n d e r  t h e  
c o n t r o l  and  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  B u r e a u  a t  
W a s h i n g t o n .  B u t  t h i s  a l o n e  w i l l  n o t  be a s u f f i ­
c i e n t  i nduc e me n t  t o  s t a r t  a B e n e d i c t i n e  c o l o n y .  I 
w ou l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o n l y  r e p e a t  an e x p l a n a t i o n  g i v e n  
t o  Your  L o r d s h i p  o r a l l y  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  u n i f o r m  
p r a c t i c e  of  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e s  h a s  been  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e m s e l v e s  p e r m a n e n t l y  i n  on e  p l a c e  w h c i h  t h e n  
f o r m s ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  a c e n t e r  f r om  w h i c h  o p e r a t i o n s  
a r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  l o c a l i t y  o r  t e r r i ­
t o r y .

I t  h a s  l i k e w i s e  been  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  
o r d e r  t o  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  y o u t h ,  and  
he nc e  s c h o o l s  h a v e  a l w a y s  been c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
Ab b e y s  o f  o u r  O r d e r .  T h e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  
p r e s e r v e d  an d  a d h e r e d  t o  a l s o  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  s o  
t h a t  e v e r y  B e n e d i c t i n e  m o n a s t e r y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  h a s  i t s  own c o l l e g e  and  s e m i n a r y  i n  w h i c h  
n o t  o n l y  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  t h e  O r d e r ,  1 b p t  a l s o  
o t h e r  young men a r e  t r a i n e d  and e d u c a t e d .  °

A l e t t e r  d a t e d  May 1 5 ,  18 8 9 ,  f r o m  S i s t e r  A n i c e t a

Byrne ,  a t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  Government  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma,

t o  h e r  S u p e r i o r ,  R e v e r e n d  Mothe r  Aga t ha  G u t h r i e  i n  C a r -

o n d e l e t ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  monks  w e r e  on

t h e i r  way t o  B a n n i n g .  The  l e t t e r  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  a few

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  B a n n i n g  u p o n

which  t h e  new I n d i a n  S c h o o l  was t o  be b u i l t .  As S i s t e r

s t a t e d :

Re v .  J .A.  S t e p h a n  w i t h  t h r e e  B e n e d i c t i n e  F a t h e r s  
p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  Yuma a b o u t  t h e  1 s t  i n s t  on t h e i r  way 
t o  B a n n i n g ,  C a l i f .  Mr.  P r e s t o n  was  t e l l i n g  t h e  
S i s t e r s  t h a t  F a t h e r  p u r c h a s e d  160 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  a t  
B a n n i n g  f o r  an  I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,  f o r  w h i c h  he p a i d  
$ 1 2 , 0 0 0  and  t h a t  he  i n t e n d s  p u t t i n g  up a b u i l d i n g

I " ? - ' " * -  • -  '
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t o  c o s t  $20 , 000 .  He i n t e n d s  t h e  S c h o o l  t o  accommo­
d a t e  a b o u t  100 c h i l d r e n .  F a t h e r  t o l d  t h e  A g e n t  
t h a t  he  w o u l d  be  n o t i f i e d  by t h e  D e p t  o f  t h e  o p e n ­
i n g  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  i n  a f ew d a y s ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  s a y  
who was  t o  h a v e  c h a r g e  o f  i t ,  o n l y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an  
o l d  g e n t l e m a n  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  p l a c e  a t  p r e s e n t .  
We presume i t  i s  one o f  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  F a t h e r s  and 
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t o  h a v e  t h e  S c h o o l .

The t h r e e  B e n e d i c t i n e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  s e n t  by Rev e r en d  

Abbot  Andrew,  O.S.B.,  f rom S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Abbey i n  Wes t ­

m o r e l a n d  C o u n t y ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  S t ,

B o n i f a c e  were  R e v e r e n d  Dominic  B l o c k ,  R e v e r e n d  B e r n a r d -
1 LRi n e  Dolweck and B r o t h e r  F r i d o l i n  R o s e n f e l d e r .  A l s o

i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  1 8 8 9 ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e

B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  w r o t e  t o  R e v e r e n d

A n d r ew ,  O.S.B. ,  a b o u t  o b t a i n i n g  B e n e d i c t i n e  S i s t e r s  t o

t e a c h  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e :

W i l l  you p l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  t h e  R e v e r e n d  Mot he r  t h a t  
she  send  t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  Banni ng?  You know what  t o  
s ay .  T h i s  w i l l  be t h e  q u i c k e s t  and most  e f f i c i e n t  
way t o  manage a f f a i r s .  I  mean t h e  R e v e r e n d  Mother  
o f  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  S i s t e r s  o f  M i n n e s o t a .  P l e a s e  
i n f o r m  me of  t h e  r e s u l t .  Mothe r  S c h o l a s t i c a  prom­
i s e d  me s i s t e r s ,  s i n c e  w h i c h  I  h a v e  h e a r d  
n o t h i n g . 1 4 9

Mother  S c h o l a s t i c a ,  h o we v e r ,  d e c i d e d  a g a i n s t  s e n d ­

i n g  a g r o u p  o f  S i s t e r s  t o  t e a c h  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1 8 9 0 ,  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  

mont hs  a f t e r  t h e y  had a r r i v e d ,  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  F a t h e r s  

w i t h d r e w  f r o m  S t .  B o n i f a c e .  T h e i r  a c t i o n  s t emmed  f r om  

t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  J u l y ,  1 8 8 9 ,  o f  Thomas  J .  M o rg a n  a s  

Commi s s i oner  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  who was u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  

oppos ed  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  c o n t r a c t  s y s t e m . 1"^ I f  he 

were  t o  be c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  U.S. S e n a t e ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  o b t a i n i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d s  t o  r un  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  1890
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was u n c e r t a i n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  A r c h a b b o t  a n ­

nounced  h i s  d e c i s i o n  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Bi s hop  Mora on March 

2 1 ,  18 9 0 :

Some weeks  a g o  I  n o t i f i e d  Your  L o r d s h i p  t h a t  b e ­
c a u s e  t h e r e  was  no c h a n c e  o f  o p e n i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  
s c h o o l  a t  Ba n n i ng ,  I  most  p r o b a b l y  wou l d  be c o m p e l ­
l e d  t o  r e c a l l  my men.  I  now d e s i r e  t o  s t a t e  t o  
Your  L o r d s h i p  t h a t  a f t e r  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  V e r y  
Rev.  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  a b o u t  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  I  h a v e  s e n t  
o r d e r s  t o  ou r  men t o  r e t u r n  E a s t .  Two o f  them w i l l  
l e a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  and  t h e  t h i r d  w i l l  do s o  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  w e e k s .  I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  
r e l u c t a n c e  t h a t  I  w i t h d r a w  t h e  f a t h e r s ,  y e t  u n d e r  
p r e ^ | ^ t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  I  can  h a r d l y  a c t  d i f f e r e n t -

Upon r e c e i v i n g  t h e  news t h a t  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e s  we r e

l e a v i n g  C a l i f o r n i a ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  r e p l i e d  t o  R e v e r e n d

A b b o t  Andrew,  O.S.B. :

I  am s o r r y  you  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  t o  w i t h d r a w  y o u r  
F a t h e r s  f r o m  B a n n i n g .  Y e t  a s  t h i n g s  l o o k  now I  
c a n n o t  b l a m e  y o u .  We t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
t h e r e  would  be no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  a c o n t r a c t ,  
b e c a u s e  we a l r e a d y  ha d  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  l a s t  y e a r ,  
b u t  you know how we a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d . . . . I  h o p e  you  
w i l l  n o t  r e c a l l  y o u r  F a t h e r s  f r o m  B a n n i n g  f o r  a 
s h o r t  t i me  t i l l  I  g e t  some o t h e r s  t o  go t h e r e .

F a t h e r  S t e p ha n  l a t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t o  R e v e r e n d  Andrew,  

O.S .B. ,  t h a t  he h a d  s e n t  F a t h e r  W i l l a r d ,  who h e l d  a p o ­

s i t i o n  i n  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t o  

t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  was i n d e e d  "no 

p r o s p e c t  f o r  a c o n t r a c t  n o r  an y  o t h e r  f a v o r s  i n  t h a t  

q u a r t e r d u e  t o  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n s  by t h e  U.S.  S e n a t e  

o f  T . J .  Morgan  a s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  a n d  

R e v e r e n d  W i l l i a m  D o r c h e s t e r  a s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  I n d i a n  

S c h o o l s  on F e b r u a r y  12,  1890.

On Mar ch  1,  1 8 9 0 ,  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s

K - . .
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was p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  V i c e - D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e

Bur eau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  F a t h e r  W i l l a r d . ^ ^

A few mon t hs  l a t e r ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  once  a g a i n  t u r n e d  t o

t h e  e v e r - f a i t h f u l  s u p p l i e r  o f  I n d i a n  t e a c h e r s ,  R e v e r e n d

M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f

C a r o n d e l e t .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  a g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n

f o r  o n e - h u n d r e d  c h i l d r e n  had been  a l m o s t  g u a r a n t e e d :

As C o m m i s s i o n e r  M o r g a n  n o t i f i e d  u s  t h a t  he  w o u l d  
n o t  g i v e  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  a n y  new I n d i a n  s c h o o l s ,  we 
a s k e d  C o n g r e s s  t o  g r a n t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  100 I n d i a n  p u p i l s  a t  t h e  B a n ­
n i n g  S c h o o l ,  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  an  i t e m  a p p r o p r i ­
a t i o n  $12 , 500  f o r  s u c h  p u r p o s e  has  been  i n s e r t e d  i n  
t h e  I n d i a n  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  B i l l  by t h e  House o f  Rep­
r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and w i l l  be u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n c u r r e d  i n  
by t h e  S e n a t e ;  s o  we may d e p e n d  w i t h  a l m o s t  c e r t ­
a i n t y  upon t h e  Government  f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  means  t o  
c a r r y  on t h e  s c h o o l .  To p r o p e r l y  c a r r y  on t h e  
s c h o o l ,  h o w e v e r ,  we must  h a v e  f rom 6 t o  8 S i s t e r s ,  
a n d  f o r  t h e s e  I  d e p e n d  u p o n  y o u .  A r c h b i s h o p  Ryan 
s t r o n g l y  f a v o r s  your  t a k i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ,  an d ,  i f  he 
h a s  n o t  a l r e a d y ,  w i l l ,  I  f e e l  s u r e ,  w r i t e  you  t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t .  Can you h e l p  me by s u p p l y i n g  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  t e a c h e r s ?

L e s s  t h a n  a m o n t h  l a t e r ,  f u l l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e

S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  w o u l d  h e e d  h i s  c a l l ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n

a g a i n  w r o t e  t o  h e r  a b o u t  making  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  s end  t h e

S i s t e r s  t o  C a l i f o r n i a , .  He s t a t e d ,  " F a t h e r  L.  Van Gorp

S . J . ,  w i l l  v i s i t  you  i n  my name a n d  s p e a k  t o  y o u  a b o u t

s e n d i n g  S i s t e r s  t o  B a n n i n g ,  Ca 1 i f o r n i a . . . . T h e  F a t h e r

w i l l  e x p l a i n  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  you  a n d  w h a t e v e r  a g r e e m e n t

you  make w i t h  h im w i l l  be  f u l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  me.  The

S i s t e r s  m u s t  be  t h e r e  by t h e  1 5 t h  o r  2 0 t h  o f  A u g u s t  a s
ISAt h e  s c h o o l  mus t  commence on t h e  1 s t  o f  S e p t .  n e x t . "

R e v e r e n d  Mot he r  Aga t ha  G u t h r i e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  

i n  h e r  c h a r g e ,  a n d  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 0 ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  s e n t

■ f e , - :
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t h e  sum o f  $333.95 t o  t h e  Mot he r  House i n  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  

d e f r a y  t h e  S i s t e r s  t r a v e l i n g  c o s t s  t o  Ba n n i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  

n o t e  a t t a c h e d ,  " T h i s  money ,  you  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d ,  i s  t o  

pay t h e  t r a v e l i n g  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s ,  and I  d e s i r e  

you t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  e x p e n d ­

ed.  " 157  jje a i so  a d v i s e d  h e r  t o  remember  t h a t  money was 

s c a r c e  when f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  S i s t e r s ’ r e s i d e n c e :

I m u s t  c a u t i o n  you t o  be a s  j u d i c i o u s  a s  p o s s i b l e  
i n  m a k i n g  y o u r  p u r c h a s e s ,  g e t t i n g  o n l y  s u c h  
a r t i c l e s  a s  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y .  Money i s  
v e r y  s c a r c e  and  many d e m a n d s  a r e  made u p o n  me by 
o u r  v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s  f o r  h e l p ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  
i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  u t m o s t  eco n o my  s h o u l d  be u s e d  
o r  I  w i l l  r u n  o u t  o f  f u n d s  a l t o g e t h e r .  When t h e  
S i s t e r s  r e a c h  B a n n i n g ,  I  w i s h  t h e y  w o u l d  make a n d  
s e n d  t o  me a l i s t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  n e e d e d  t o  com­
p l e t e  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  
p r i c e s  a t t a c h e d ,  and  I  w i l l  t h e n  s e n d  t h e m t h e  
money r e q u i r e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e m .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
h a d  f o r w a r d e d  t o  B a n n i n g  a k i t c h e n  r a n g e  a n d  k i t ­
chen  and d i n i n g  room u t e n s i l s .

Mo t h e r  C e l e s t i n e  R e i l l y  was a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i o r ,  and 

j o i n i n g  h e r  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n  w e r e  S i s t e r s  Anna F r a n c i s  

S t a c k ,  A l p h o n s u s  Lamb,  G o n z a g a  C o v e y ,  V i r g i n i a  J o s e p h  

Byrne and L y d i a  B u l g e r .  At t h e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  

o f  s c h o o l  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  t h e s e  s i x  t e a c h e r s  r e c e i v e d  a sum 

s a l a r y  payment  o f  $350.00 ( f o r  t h e  mont hs  o f  S e p t e mb e r ,  

O c t o b e r ,  November  and December

On S e p t e m b e r  1,  1 89 0 ,  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  s c h o o l ,

F a t h e r  B. F l o r i a n  Hahn of  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e c ­

i o u s  B l o o d  was  p l a c e d  i n  c h a r g e  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d i a n  

S c h o o l . '*'^0 However ,  i n  December ,  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  of  t h e  

Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  

of  S t .  J o s e p h  t o  assume c o m p l e t e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l :
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I  h a v e  b e c o me  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  a r r a n g e m e n t  
f o r  t h e  c a r r y i n g  on o f  t h e  B a n n i n g  S c h o o l  i s  t o  
h a v e  i t  p l a c e d  i n  s o l e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s ,  who 
w i l l  employ  a C h a p l a i n ;  F a t h e r  Hahn and h i s  P r o v i n ­
c i a l  b o t h  a g r e e  w i t h  me t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  b e s t  p l a n .
I  t h e r e f o r e  d e s i r e  t o  know i f  you  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  
h a v e  y o u r  S i s t e r s  a s s u m e  c o n t r o l  o f  an d  r u n  t h e  
s c h o o l  -  t h e y  t o  r e c e i v e  a l l  t h e  money p a i d  by t h e  
Government  f o r  i t s  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  and make a l l  n e c e s ­
s a r y  d i s b u r s e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  
C h a p l a i n ,  and t o  r e n d e r  t o  me q u a r t e r l y  a c c o u n t s  of  
r e c e i p t s  and e x p e n d i t u r e s .

T h i s  p l a n  wou l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d  F a t h e r  Hahn t h e  t i me  

t o  make v i s i t s  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  I n d i a n  camps,  wh ich  he 

f e l t  was h i s  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  a s  a m i s s i o n a r y .  A l t h o u g h  

he  was  d e s t i n e d  t o  r e m a i n  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  

f o r  t w e n t y - f o u r  y e a r s ,  he s t i l l  f ound  t i m e  t o  t r a v e r s e  

t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  Among t h e  I n d i a n  camps he v i s i t e d  were 

P o r t e r o ,  M a l k i ,  W a r n e r ’s S p r i n g s ,  San I s s i d r o ,  Cabazon,  

Pa lm S p r i n g s ,  I n d i o ,  M a r t i n e z  and o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  

d e s e r t .

U n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ,  

t h e  s c h o o l  was i m m e d i a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  and i n  1891,  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a g r e e d  t o  pay 

$125.00 p e r  p u p i l ,  f o r  100 p u p i l s . I n  O c t o b e r  o f  t h a t  

y e a r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  1 2 0  p u p i l s  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  r e s i ­

d e n c e ,  and  F a t h e r  Hahn was  f o r c e d  t o  r e f u s e  a d m i t t a n c e  

t o  f i f t y  m o r e .  The  p r i e s t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b e g g e d  M o t h e r  

A g a t h a  G u t h r i e  f o r  on e  more  S i s t e r ,  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  

l a u n d r y . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  F a t h e r  B. 

F l o r i a n  Hahn,  two o t h e r  p r i e s t s  were  l i v i n g  a t  S t .  Bon i ­

f a c e ,  F a t h e r  E m i l ,  who was F a t h e r  Hahn ' s  A s s i s t a n t ,  and 

F a t h e r  J o s e p h .
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I n  1892,  amid r umo r s  t h a t  t h e  Government  S c h o o l  a t

F o r t  Yuma was  t o  c l o s e  d u e  t o  I n d i a n  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,

Mot he r  Aga t ha  G u t h r i e  b r i e f l y  c o n s i d e r e d  h a v i n g  S i s t e r s

c ommut e  t o  an d  f r o m  B a n n i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o m p l e t e l y

d e p r i v i n g  t h e  Yuma I n d i a n s  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n .  B u t  s h e

r e c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r  on

S e p t e mb e r  5,  1892 f rom F a t h e r  Hahn a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e :

As I  am n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t r a v e l i n g  a b o u t  i n  
s e a r c h  o f  p u p i l s ,  I  d e l a y e d  w r i t i n g  t o  you  an  
a n s w e r  t o  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  Yuma I n d i a n s .  
The b e s t  way t o  g i v e  a f a i r  c h an c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  
I n d i a n s  wou l d  be t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  e l e c t i o n  shows,  
w h e t h e r  M o r g a n  i s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  o f f i c e  o r  n o t .  I f  
he r e m a i n s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be no p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  C a t h o ­
l i c  m i s s i o n s  among t h e  I n d i a n s  e x c e p t  p r i v a t e  e n ­
t e r p r i s e .  And t h e n  we would  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  w e l l .  
The  f a r e  f r o m B a n n i n g  t o  Yuma i s  $ 8 . 0 0  f u l l  f a r e .  
H a l f  f a r e  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  400  d o l l a r s  a y e a r  t o  go 
w e e k l y  f rom Bann i ng  t o  Yuma. L e t  u s  hope and p r a y ,  
t h a t  God may e n l i g h t e n  and a s s i s t  u s ,  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  
f o r  H i s  s a k e ,  vtha t  we p o o r  m o r t a l s  w i s h  t o  do f o r  
H i s  K i ngdom.

S t .  B o n i f a c e  was an  i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l  u n d e r  a p l a n  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ;  i . e .  

t h e  Government  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma and S t .  An t h o n y ' s  i n  

t h e  c i t y  o f  San Diego .  I n d i a n  s c h o o l - a g e  c h i l d r e n  were 

a c c e p t e d  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  t h e  

e i g h t h  g r a d e  was c o m p l e t e d .  Dur in g  t h o s e  e i g h t  y e a r s  of  

e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p u p i l s  had c o m p l e t e  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g ,  

d o m e s t i c  t r a i n i n g ,  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n i n g ,  and i n s t r u c t i o n  

i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  b r a n c h e s  o f  l e a r n i n g .

The a t t e n d a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  a v e r a g e d  

f rom 130 t o  140 s t u d e n t s . T h e  Annua 1 C a t h o l i c  D i r e c ­

t o r y , i n  1895,  l i s t e d  a s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  120,  under

W L  '
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t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  e i g h t  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e -  

l e t . ^ " ^  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  a l a r g e  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  

a t t i c ,  which  was u s e d  a s  t h e  boys  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  

many y e a r s .  I n  1894,  due t o  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  

a t w o - s t o r y  f r ame  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  a s  a boys* d o r m i ­

t o r y .  The new b u i l d i n g  c o u l d  a c c o m o d a t e  up t o  s e v e n t y  

b oys ;  i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  r e c r e a t i o n  rooms and c l a s s r o o m s .

The g i r l s  w e r e  t r a i n e d  i n  g e n e r a l  h o u s e k e e p i n g  

s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  c o o k i n g ,  w a s h i n g ,  i r o n i n g ,  s e w i n g ,  an d  

f a n c y  n e e d l e  w o r k .  They  l e a r n e d  t o  c r e a t e  f i n e  b e a d e d  

j e w e l r y ,  and t o  make Cluny and To r ch o n  l a c e s .  ° Under  

t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  t h e  S i s t e r s ,  a l l  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  c h o r e s  

i n  t h e  ma i n  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  d o n e  by t h e  g i r l s  on a r e g u l a r  

b a s i s .  T h i s  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  

c h a p e l ,  r e c r e a t i o n  h a l l ,  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e ,  c l a s s r o o m ,  

s e w i n g  r o o m,  k i t c h e n ,  S i s t e r s  a n d  g i r l s  a p a r t m e n t s ,  

d i n i n g  r o o ms  a n d  s t o r e  r o o m s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  2 3 ] .  I t  r e ­

q u i r e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u p k e e p ,  a s  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  e x ­

p l a i n e d ;

P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  w o r k  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  d i n i n g  
r oom,  l a u n d r y ,  e t c . ,  a r e  [ i s ]  d o n e  by t h e  g i r l s .  
When one t a k e s  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m e a l s  
mus t  be p r e p a r e d  f o r  o v e r  1 0 0  c h i l d r e n ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  
S i s t e r s  a n d  F a t h e r s ,  t h r e e  t i m e s  a d a y ,  t h a t  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  must  be k e p t  c l e a n  and t h e  w e e k l y  wa s h i n g  
an d  i r o n i n g  a t t e n d e d  t o  f o r  t h i s  v a s t  n u mb e r  i t  
w i l l  be s e e n  t h a t  t h e  g i r l s  h a v e  no s m a l l  p a r t  o f  
t h e  l i f e  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e .  The  g i r l s  a l s o ,  make 
o v e r  many g a r m e n t s  worn by t h e  c h i l d r e n . . . .

The boys  were  t r a i n e d  i n  many o c c u p a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g

m a n u a l  l a b o r ,  s u c h  a s  c a r p e n t e r  w o r k ,  b a k e r y  w o r k  a n d
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F i g u r e  23 .
S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  

Ban n i ng ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  n . d .
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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g e n e r a l  f a r m work f o r  t h e  g r a i n  l a n d s ,  v i n e y a r d s  and t h e  

f r u i t  and a lmond o r c h a r d s .  H o r t i c u l t u r e  was s t r e s s e d  a t  

t h e  s c h o o l ,  and i n v o l v e d  t h e  l e a r n i n g  o f  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  

p l o w i n g ,  sowi ng ,  s e e d i n g ,  c u l t i v a t i n g ,  i r r i g a t i n g ,  h a r ­

v e s t i n g ,  and c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  h o r s e s  and d a i r y  s t o c k .

As n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  w o r k  on t h e  f a r m  was  p e r f o r m e d  by 

t h e  b o y s ,  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  Mr.  G e o r g e  D a n i e l ,  

a f a i t h f u l  e mp l oyee  f o r  many y e a r s ,  t h e  s c h o o l  became 

p r a c t i c a l l y  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .  The f a r m p r od uc e d  an  ample  

s u p p l y  o f  f e e d  f o r  t h e  s t o c k ;  t h u s ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  was  w e l l  

s u p p l i e d  w i t h  e g g s ,  m i l k ,  and b u t t e r .  V e g e t a b l e s  were 

grown,  and t h e  o r c h a r d s  s u p p l i e d  a s u f f i c i e n t  amount  of  

f r e s h  f r u i t  f o r  t h e  d a i l y  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  o v e r  o n e  h u n ­

d r e d  s t u d e n t s .

A c c o rd i n g  t o  The I n d i a n  S e n t i n e l , t h e  d a i l y  r o u ­

t i n e  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b e g a n  a t  5 : 3 0  a . m. ,  w h i c h  was 

r i s i n g  t i m e .  At 6 :15 a.m. ,  Mass  was h e l d  i n  t h e  c h a p e l ,  

w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a s s i s t i n g  a s  a l t a r  b o y s .  B r e a k f a s t  was 

a n n o u n c e d  a t  7 : 1 5  a.m.  by t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  a l a r g e  b e l l  

an d  a b u g l e  c a l l .  B r e a k f a s t  was s e r v e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  

an d  o l d e r  g i r l s .  A f t e r  b r e a k f a s t ,  t h e  p u p i l s  w e r e  a s ­

s i g n e d  t o  v a r i o u s  c h o r e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  f i n i s h e d  by 9 : 0 0  

a.m. ,  when t h e  b e l l  was r un g  a g a i n  f o r  c l a s s e s  t o  b e g i n .  

I n  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  1 9 0 5 - 1 9 0 6 ,  The I n d i a n  S e n t i n e l  r e ­

p o r t e d  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s :

I n  t h e  p r i m a r y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a b o u t  f o r t y - e i g h t  b r i g h t  
l i t t l e  t o t s  g r e e t  t h e i r  t e a c h e r .  The  n e x t  c l a s s ­
room c o n t a i n s  a b o u t  t h e  same n u mb e r  o f  p u p i l s  i n  
t h e  f i r s t ,  s ec o n d  and t h i r d  g r a d e s .  T h e s e ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  more a d v a n c e d  p u p i l s  i n  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  room,

U t :
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a r e  t a u g h t a l l t h e b r a n c h e s  o f  1 e a r n i n g . ^ ^

Morn ing  c l a s s e s  a d j o u r n e d  a t  11 :30  a.m.,  and l u n c h

was  s e r v e d  a t  n o o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  p u p i l s

were d i v i d e d  i n t o  two g r o u p s .  These  g r o u p s  a l t e r n a t e l y
1 7 2a t t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  or  engaged  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  p u r s u i t s .

D i n n e r  was  a t  5 : 0 0  p.m.

F o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f t e n  t o o k  t h e  g i r l s

f o r  l o n g  w a l k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c e n i c  f o o t h i l l s .  The boys

t ook  more s t r e n u o u s  h i k e s ,  and a l s o  p l a y e d  b a s e b a l l  and

h a n d b a l l  i n  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d .  E v e n i n g  h o u r s  were  f i l l e d

w i t h  s t u d y  h o u r s ,  s i n g i n g  o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  l e c t u r e s .  The

b o y s  a l s o  h a d  a d r i l l  m a s t e r ,  C a p t a i n  J . J .  Wi ckham,  who

k e p t  t h e m i n  s h a p e  t h r o u g h  c a l i s t h e n i c s  a n d  m i l i t a r y

d r i l l  e x e r c i s e s .  The  o l d e r  b o y s  r o s e  a t  5 : 3 0  a .m.  t o

d r i l l  f o r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  an h o u r ,  which  t h e y  r e p e a t e d  

173e v e r y  e v e n i n g .

L e g a l  h o l i d a y s  a n d  f e a s t  d a y s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  w e r e

a l w a y s  h o n o r e d .  The f e a s t  o f  t h e  Corpus  C h r i s t i  a l w a y s

c a l l e d  f o r  a s p e c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n .  An a r t i c l e  i n  t h e

M i s s i o n  I n d i a n  d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  f e a s t  day i n  1898:

On Sunday,  June  1 2 t h ,  t h e  Sunday a f t e r  t h e  f e a s t  o f  
C o r p u s  C h r i s t i ,  we h a d  a b e a u t i f u l  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  g r e a t  F e a s t  i n  t h e  c h a p e l  and  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l .  H i g h  Ma s s  was  s u n g  by F a t h e r  H a h n . . . T h e  
p r o c e s s i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  a f t e r  M a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  where  f o u r  t e m p o r a r y  a l t a r s  
had been  e r e c t e d ,  b e a u t i f u l l y  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  g r e e n  
b r a n c h e s  and f l o w e r s .  F i r s t  came a c r o s s b e a r e r  and 
two a c o l y t e s ,  t h e n  t h e  b o ys  i n  t w o ’s f o l l o w e d  by 
t h e  g i r l s .  The canopy  came a f t e r w a r d s ,  u n d e r  which  
t h e  B l e s s e d  Sa c r ame n t  was c a r r i e d  by F a t h e r  P e t e r ,  
a f t e r w a r d s  came i n  p r o c e s s i o n  t h e  S i s t e r s  a n d  t h e  
I n d i a n s  a n d  o t h e r  v i s i t o r s .  At  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  
a l t a r s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  g o s p e l s  was s ung ,  w i t h  
hymns and b e n e d i c t i o n .

R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of  th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



With t h e  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1895,  o f  t h e  

M i s s i o n  I n d i a n , a b i - m o n t h l y  p e r i o d i c a l ,  p r i n t i n g  was 

a d d e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  u s e f u l  a r t s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  I n  t h e  

p r i n t i n g  d e p a r t m e n t ,  u nd e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  F a t h e r  Hahn,  

h i m s e l f  a p r i n t e r  by t r a d e ,  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  how t o  

w r i t e  and  s p e l l  c o r r e c t l y .  The p a p e r  became a s o u r c e  of  

i n t e r e s t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  and  o f  v a s t  a m u s e m e n t  t o  t h e  

c h i l d r e n . T h e  e n e r g e t i c  F a t h e r  Hahn a l s o  f o r m e d  a 

b r a s s  b a n d  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n  b o y s ,  w h i c h  he  t r a i n e d  h i m ­

s e l f  .

As was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  a l l  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  s u p p o r t e d
17 f\by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  c o v e r i n g  t h e  

t i m e  p e r i o d  f r o m  J a n u a r y  1,  1895  t o  A u g u s t  1,  1 9 00 ,

r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  i n c o m e  r e c e i v e d  s t e a d i l y  

d e c r e a s e d .  I n  1895,  t h e  s c h o o l  r e c e i v e d  $9, 375 .00  from 

t h e  U.S.  g o v e r n m e n t ;  t h i s  d r o p p e d  t o  o n l y  $ 2 , 1 0 6 . 0 0  i n  

1900.  The Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  p i c k e d  up 

p a r t  o f  t h e  e x p e n s e ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  $ 8 0 1 . 5 6  i n  1897 and  

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  sum t o  $3 , 564 . 00  i n  1900.  S a l e s  o f  f r u i t  

and d o n a t i o n s  were  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e ,  b u t  c o u l d  

n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  o f f s e t  t h e  a n n u a l  w i t h d r a w a l  of  more g o v ­

e r nme n t  f u n d s .

As t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  money r e c e i v e d  e a c h  y e a r  

f r o m  1896  t o  1900  s t e a d i l y  d i m i n i s h e d ,  e x p e n s e s  i n ­

c r e a s e d .  E x p e n s e s  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  

p r o v i s i o n s ,  m e a t ,  d r y  g o o d s ,  f i r e w o o d ,  f r e i g h t  a n d  e x ­

p r e s s ,  t r a v e l i n g  e x p e n s e s ,  h a r d w a r e ,  p i p e s ,  p l u m b i n g ,

ST'
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s h o e s ,  h a y  a nd  g r a i n ,  b l a c k s m i t h i n g ,  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s ,  

c h a p e l  a r t i c l e s ,  l u m b e r ,  p a i n t ,  t a x e s ,  m e d i c i n e ,  f u r n i ­

t u r e ,  b e d d i n g ,  wages  t o  e m p l o y e e s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a s s i s t a n t  

p r i e s t s  and m i s c e l l a n e o u s .  Due t o  t h e  growing  emp l o y e e  

s a l a r i e s  ( l a y  p e r s o n n e l ) ,  F a t h e r  Hahn a t t a c h e d  a s u g ­

g e s t i o n  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t :

The  a mo u n t  p a i d  t o  e m p l o y e e s  s u g g e s t s  a t  o n c e  t h e  
a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p l a c i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  u n d e r  t h e  
c h a r g e  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r .  I  beg  y o u ,  R i g h t  
R e v e r e n d  M o n s i g n o r ,  t o  r e l i e v e  me. I  l o n g  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  my c o n f r a t r e s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  
S o c i e t y .

Once a g a i n ,  F a t h e r  Hahn was n o t  t o  be r e l i e v e d ;  h i s

work  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  i n  B a n n i n g  was

h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  by b o t h  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n

M i s s i o n s  a nd  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  Los  A n g e l e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

M i s s i o n  I n d i a n  r e p o r t e d  i n  1896 t h a t  Mother  M. C e l e s t i a

had be e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  s c h o o l :

The  S u p e r i o r e s s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ,  
M o t h e r  M. C e l e s t i a ,  l e f t  h e r  c h a r g e  S e p t e m b e r  t h e  
2.  She  i s  now a t  P r e s c o t t ,  A r i z . ,  i n  c h a r g e  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h ' s  Academy.  M o t h e r  C e l e s t i a  was  a g r e a t  
f r i e n d  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  a n d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t o  s e e  
h e r  go .  To t e a c h  t h e  I n d i a n s  i s  a w o r k ,  f o r  w h i c h  
b u t  few a r e  q u a l i f i e d .  S i s t e r  C e l e s t i a  was ,  and  i t  
i s  w i t h  r e g r e t ,  t h a t  t h o s e  c o n n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
s c h o o l  had t o  s a y :  "Good Bye" and "Au r e v o i r ! "  The 
new S u p e r i o r e s s ,  M o t h e r  F l o r e n c e ,  i s  no n o v i c e  i n  
t h e  I n d i a n  s e r v i c e ,  h a v i n s  l a b o r e d  f o r  t h e  Yuma 
I n d i a n s  a number o f  y e a r s .

On D ec e m b e r  25 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  a s e v e r e  e a r t h q u a k e  c a u s e d  

i r r e p a r a b l e  d amage  t o  t h e  c h a p e l  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e .  The 

B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n t  

F a t h e r  Hahn f u n d s  t o  r e b u i l d  i t ,  an d  t h e  I n d i a n  b o y s  

c h e e r f u l l y  r e p a i r e d  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  damages .

F a t h e r  K e t c h a m  h ad  s u c c e e d e d  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  a s

m L " . - "
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1 3 8

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  i n  1 9 0 1 ,  an d  he  t o o k  up t h e  wor k

i n  e a r n e s t .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h o u g h ,  he f a i l e d  t o  communica t e

w e l l  w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r  S u p e r i o r e s s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  He

w r o t e  t o  R e v e r e n d  Mot he r  Agnes Gonzaga o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f

S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  a b o u t  h e r :

N o t h i n g  d e f i n i t e  was  s a i d  t o  me,  and  t h e  S i s t e r s  
s e em e d  v e r y  h a p p y  and  c o n t e n t e d ,  and  t h e r e  i s  no 
q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  w o n d e r f u l l y  good wo r k  t h e y  a r e  
d o i n g .  I  r e l a t e d  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  many o f  t h e  I n ­
d i a n  m i s s i o n s  and e n d e a v o r e d  t o  i n s p i r e  t h e  S u p e r i ­
o r e s s  w i t h  c o u r a g e  f o r  h e r  w o r k .  I  m u s t  r e p e a t  
t h a t  I  f i n d  i t  h a r d  t o  r e c o n c i l e  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  l o s s  
o f  y o u r  S i s t e r s  a t  B a n n i n g ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  m u s t  g i v e  
up t h a t  s c h o o l ,  I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be  a 
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  t o  p r o p e r l y  r e p l a c e  t h e m .  Do 
you t h i n k  t h a t  a d i f f e r e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  a n d  r u n n i n e  o f  t h e  B a n n i n g  S c h o o l  
would  remedy t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?

A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i m p r o v e d ,  f o r  no more com­

p l a i n t s  w e r e  l o d g e d  by F a t h e r  K e t c h a m r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

S u p e r i o r e s s  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e .

From t h e  t i me  of  h i s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  a s  B i s h o p  o f  Los 

A n g e l e s  i n  1 9 0 3 ,  u n t i l  h i s  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  e x p i r e d ,  t h e  

I n d i a n  s i t u a t i o n  was h i g h  on R i g h t  Re v e r e n d  Thomas James  

C o n a t y ' s  l i s t  o f  p r i o r i t i e s .  I n  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  a s  B i s h ­

o p ,  he  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  " t h e  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  

D i o c e s e , "  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  mess age :

Your  good f r i e n d ,  R e v e r e n d  B. F l o r i a n  Hahn ,  w i l l  
v i s i t  y o u r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
e n c o u r a g i n g  you  t o  make an  e f f o r t  t o  s e n d  y o u r  
c h i l d r e n  t o  ou r  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l s  a t  Bann i ng  and San 
Diego.  Thes e  s c h o o l s  a r e  g e n e r o u s l y  m a i n t a i n e d  by 
t h e  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  B u r e a u  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  y o u r  
c h i l d r e n  may r e c e i v e  n o t  o n l y  s o l i d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  
t h e i r  h o l y  r e l i g i o n  b u t  a l s o  a p r a c t i c a l  b u s i n e s s  
e d u c a t i o n .

B i s h o p  C o n a t y  a l w a y s  g a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  much s u p -

my* - . . . .
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p o r t  a s  he  c o u l d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  was  n o t  a " d i o c e s e "

s c h o o l .  When,  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  t h e  b o y s '  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  was

d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e ,  t h e  B i s h o p  ha d  i t  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a 

l a r g e  c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n e d  t h r e e  

c l a s s r o o m s ,  a d o r m i t o r y  and a r e c r e a t i o n  room.

The e n r o l l m e n t  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  r e ma i n e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  

e v e r  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  The Q u a r t e r l y  

Report '* '®^ o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  t h e  

q u a r t e r  b e g i n n i n g  J a n u a r y  9,  1908  a n d  e n d i n g  J u n e  30 ,  

1 9 0 8 ,  l i s t e d  a t o t a l  o f  1 2 2  s t u d e n t s ;  61 b o y s  a n d  61 

g i r l s .  S t a t i s t i c s  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  a f a c u l t y  c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  two p r i e s t s ,  e i g h t  S i s t e r s ,  and  f o u r  l a y  t e a c h e r s .  

The f o u r  l a y  t e a c h e r s  i n c l u d e d  a g a r d e n e r ,  d i s c i p l i n a r i ­

an,  c a r p e n t e r  and f a r m e r .

I n  1 9 1 4 ,  du e  t o  p o o r  h e a l t h ,  F a t h e r  Hahn r e t i r e d .

He was  s u c c e e d e d  by R e v e r e n d  J . J .  O ' B r i e n ,  who r e m a i n e d

t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  Re v e r e n d  George  D.

D o y l e  r e p l a c e d  F a t h e r  O 'Br i en  i n  1917,  and a y e a r  l a t e r

t h e  ma i n  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  was  d e s t r o y e d  by an

e a r t h q u a k e .  I n  o r d e r  t o  d e f r a y  t h e  c o s t  o f  r e p a i r w o r k ,

t h e  I n d i a n  m i s s i o n a r y  a nd  b e n e f a c t o r  M o t h e r  K a t h e r i n e

D r e x e l  p r o m i s e d  t o  d o n a t e  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g

f u n d . ' * ' ^  P a r t  o f  t h i s  money was s e n t  on S e p t e m b e r  7 ,

1 9 1 8 ,  f r o m  F a t h e r  K e t c h a m ,  D i r e c t o r y  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f

C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s :

I  am s e n d i n g  you h e r e w i t h  a c h e c k  of  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  
d o l l a r s  ( $ 5 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  w h i c h  i s  an  i n s t a l l m e n t  on 
Mother  K a t h e r i n e ' s  d o n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Bann i ng  I n d i a n  
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g .  From t h e  e n c l o s u r e  you w i l l  s ee  
t h i s  d o n a t i o n  i s  t o  be f i f t e e n  t h o u s a n d  ($15000) . .

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



. . I  am q u i t e  s u r e  t h e  Bur eau  h o l d s  t h e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  
B a n n i n g  p r o p e r t y  a n d  h e n c e  we m u s t  h a v e  t h e  d e s ­
c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  our  O f f i c e .  The a g r e e m e n t  
a n d  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  t i t l e  a r e  s o l e l y  t o  s a f e g u a r d  
t h e  d o n a t i o n  t o  I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  Ki n d ­
l y  l e t  me know w h e n  a n o t h e r  c h e c k  w i l l  be  
n e e d e d .

Two months  l a t e r ,  t h e  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  

B i s h o p  r e p o r t e d  t o  F a t h e r  K e t c h a m  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  was 

p r a c t i c a l l y  f i n i s h e d ,  b u t  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  do ­

n a t i o n  money b e c a u s e  " . . . f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  h e r e  a r e  

a t  a l ow  e n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u e  t o  t h e  e p i d e m i c  w h i c h  h a s  

c l o s e d  o u r  s c h o o l s  and c h u r c h e s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  o r  s i x

w e e k s . . . . B e s i d e s  o u r  t a x e s  w h i c h  a m o u n t  t o  s e v e r a l
IRSt h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a r e  now due . "

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  B i s h o p  C o n a t y ,

was  a l s o  v e r y  a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n

h i s  d i o c e s e .  A f t e r  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  of  t h e  s c h o o l  was

r e b u i l t ,  he p a i d  t h e  s c h o o l  a v i s i t :

We had r e a l l y  a v e r y  p l e a s a n t  day a t  Ba nn i ng .  The 
b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  a p p e a l  t o  y o u r  s e n s e  o f  p r o p r i e t y .  
The  n u n s  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  a d e c e n t  p l a c e  t o  l i v e  i n ,  
and t h e  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  two d o r m i t o r i e s  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  modern c o n v e n i e n c e s . . .  . 1  w i l l  be o b l i g e d  i n  
a few months  t o  change  F a t h e r  D o y l e ,  who has  been  a 
l o n g  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .  I  hope when I  
c h a n g e  him t o  be  a b l e  t o  s e n d  a n o t h e r  p r i e s t  who 
w i l l  be  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  w o r k .

The  S i s t e r s  e n g a g e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w e r e

S i s t e r s  B e r n a d e t t e  ( S u p e r i o r ) ,  S i s t e r  S t a n i s l a u s  V e d d e r ,

S i s t e r  M a r t i n ,  S i s t e r  Anna F r a n c e s  S t a c k ,  S i s t e r  Thomas

and S i s t e r  Be r n a r d i ne . - * - ^  A t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  s u c c e s s f u l

a c h i e v e m e n t s  ha s  been p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  I t  i s  a b e a u t i f u l ,

h a n d w r i t t e n  l e t t e r  by a t h i r t e e n - y e a r  o l d  I n d i a n  g i r l
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named Rosa M y s t i c a  C h u t n i c u t  [See  F i g u r e  24 ] ,

About  t h i s  t i m e ,  B i s hop  C a n t w e l l  and F a t h e r  Ketcham

o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  b e g a n  t o

d i s c u s s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  a r e l i g i o u s

o r d e r  a s s u m i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l

S c h o o l ,  an i d e a  which  F a t h e r  Hahn had s u g g e s t e d  many

y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y .  A c t i o n  was t a k e n ,  and on November 21,
1 o q

1921,  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  F a t h e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  Bann i ng .  The

R e v e r e n d  P h i l e mo n  T o e p f e r ,  O.F.M. was a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i n ­

t e n d e n t .  He was s u c c e e d e d  f o u r t e e n  months  l a t e r  by t h e  

d e v o t e d  F a t h e r  J u s t i n  D e u t s c h , w h o  w o u l d  h o l d  t h a t  

p o s i t i o n  w i t h  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  f o r  many y e a r s .  F i g u r e s  25 

and 26,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  d e p i c t  F a t h e r  J u s t i n  De u t s c h  s u r ­

r ou nd ed  by a s t u d e n t  body and a g r o u p  o f  g r a d u a t e s .

Due t o  t h e  M e x i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  many r e l i g i o u s  

c o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m M e x i c o  s o u g h t  a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  Not  k n o w i n g  w h e r e  t o  p l a c e  

t h e m  a l l ,  t h e  B i s h o p  i n q u i r e d  o f  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  a b o u t  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p l a c i n g  them a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e .  F a t h e r  

D e u t s c h  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  B i s h o p  t h a t  i t  

wou ld  be v e r y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e x c h a ng e  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  St .

J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  w i t h  a g r o u p  o f  M e x i c a n  S i s t e r s ,
191and t h e  Bi shop c o m p l i e d  w i t h  h i s  o p i n i o n .  ?

One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  was  o p p o s e d  t o  

t h e  Mexican S i s t e r s  was t h e  l a n g u a g e  p r o b l e m s  which he 

f e l t  would  u n d o u b t e d l y  a r i s e .  However ,  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  

S t .  B o n i f a c e  had begun t o  a c c e p t  more and more c h i l d r e n

* \  • ;  .  / n .
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F i g u r e  24 .
L e t t e r  f rom a s t u d e n t  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e  t o  members o f  

t h e  M i s s i o n  C r u s a d e s ,  1922 .
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  of  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t
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F i g u r e  25 .
S c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1 9 3 0 ' s .  

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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F i g u r e  26.
G r a d u a t i o n  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1 9 3 0 ' s .  

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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of  Mexican  d e s c e n t .  On O c t o b e r  30,  1930,  F a t h e r  D e u t s ch  

r e p o r t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  f i f t y  f u l l - b l o o d e d  I n d i a n s ,  

e i g h t e e n  p a r t  I n d i a n s  a nd  t h i r t y - s e v e n  M e x i c a n  c h i l d ­

r e n .  ̂ 2  Some o f  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  came f rom e x t r e m e l y  poor  

ho me s ,  and  t h e  g o o d - h e a r t e d  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  a c c e p t e d  

them:

Up t o  two y e a r s  ag o ,  we r e c e i v e d  f rom t h e  Bureau  of  
C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  $ 1 0 0 / c h i l d / y e a r  f o r n i n e t y  
c h i l d r e n  i . e .  $ 9 0 0 0 / y e a r . . . . J a n u a r y  22 ,  1 9 2 8 ,  w i t h  
y o u r  L o r d s h i p ' s  a p p r o v a l ,  I  n o t i f i e d  t h e  B u r e a u  
t h a t  we w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  a s k ,  a t  l e a s t ,  $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 /  
c h i l d ,  h op i ng  t o  g e t  a g r e a t e r  a l l o w a n c e .  However ,  
t h e  Bureau  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  was u n a b l e  t o  g i v e  more 
t h a n  $ 9 0 0 0 ;  b u t  a l l o w e d  t h a t  f o r  s a i d  a m o u n t  we 
w o u l d  be o l b i g e d  t o  k e e p  o n l y  s i x t y  c h i l d r e n  i n  
p l a c e  o f  n i n e t y .  So a s  n o t  t o  h a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  h a l f  
e m p t y ,  I  r e c e i v e d  some v e r y  n e e d y  c h i l d r e n ,  f o r  
wh o s e  s u p p o r t ,  I  d e p e n d  e n t i r e l y  upo n  c h a r i t y -  
g i f t s ,  g a t h e r e d  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  d i o ­
c e s e .  I  a l s o  a c c e p t e d  o t h e r  p o o r e r  c h i l d r e n  who 
c o u l d  pay f i v e  t o  t e n  d o l l a r s / m o n t h .  Thus  w e  h a v e  
k e p t  up an  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  a b o u t  1 0 0  c h i l d r e n .

A f t e r  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  F a t h e r  t o o k  o v e r  i n  1921,  many

e x t e n s i v e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w e r e  ma d e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,

i n c l u d i n g  a new l a u n d r y ,  a s l e e p i n g - p o r c h  f o r  t h e  boys ,

a new b a r n ,  new l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  F a t h e r s ,  a new

s t e e l  and  c o n c r e t e  p i p e  i r r i g a t i o n  l i n e  o f  o v e r  7 , 0 0 0

f e e t ,  an o r c h a r d  o f  1 , 2 0 0  t r e e s  p l a n t e d ,  a new d o m e s t i c

w a t e r  s ys t em and f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and a c e n t r a l  h e a t i n g

s y s t e m . ^ 4  Mo s t  o f  t h e  l a b o r  i n  t h e s e  e n d e a v o r s  was

p e r fo r me d  by t h e  o l d e r  boys  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .

The D e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  1930 ' s  h i t  h a r d .  Income f rom

t h e  Bureau  of  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  and t h e  D i o c e s e

of  Los A n g e l e s  amounted  t o  o n l y  $9 , 600 .00  a n n u a l l y .  The

b a l a n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  had t o  be made up f rom s e l l i n g  fa rm
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p r o d uc e ,  h o l d i n g  f i e s t a  b a r b e c u e s ,  and f rom c h a r i t a b l e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d o n a t i o n s  d ro p p e d  p r e c i ­

p i t o u s l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  an d  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  was  

f o r c e d  t o  a d m i t ,  " . . . w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p  I  w i l l  n o t ,  

i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  be a b l e  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  l o n g  a s  

p r e s e n t  d e p r e s s i o n  c o n t i n u e s . ^ ^  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  p a r e n t s  

who had p r e v i o u s l y  p a i d  $5.00 o r  $10.00 m o n t h l y ,  o r  who 

ha d  a t  l e a s t  p r o v i d e d  c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h o e s  f o r  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ,  f o u n d  e v e n  t h a t  much i m p o s s i b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  

D e p r e s s i o n .

I n d e e d ,  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  i f  

S t .  B o n i f a c e  w o u l d  be  a b l e  t o  s t a y  o p e n  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  

1 9 3 0 ' s .  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  r e p o r t e d  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  i n  

1933,  " F i n a l l y  I  d e c i d e d  t o  open s c h o o l  Se p t e mb e r  4 and
1 Q f ic o n t i n u e  a s  l o n g  as  means a r e  a v a i l a b l e . "  ^ A l l  t h a t  

summer  t h e  S i s t e r s  w o r k e d  h a r d  d r y i n g  a p r i c o t s  and  

p e a c h e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  s c h o o l . T h e  

s c h o o l  o p e n e d  t h a t  y e a r  w i t h  108 s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  g l o o m y  

d e s p a i r  was f o r e v e r  p r e v a l e n t . ^ 8  B i s hop  C a n t w e l l  n e v e r  

f a i l e d  t o  send  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ;  he a l w a y s  

r e c e i v e d  a t h a n k  you n o t e  f rom F a t h e r  D e u t s ch .

One o f  t h e  h i g h  n o t e s  i n  t h e  y e a r  1934  was  t h e  

g o l d e n  j u b i l e e  c e l e b r a t i o n  h o n o r i n g  S i s t e r  Anna F r a n c i s ,  

who had l a b o r e d  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e  f o r  f o r t y - t w o  y e a r s .  On 

Ma r c h  19 ,  1 9 3 4 ,  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a s o l e m n  

h i g h  mass  was s a i d ,  f o l l o w e d  by e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p u t  on by 

t h e  c h i l d r e n .  ^ 9

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D o u g h e r t y , ^ ® ®  w i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g  y e a r s
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S t .  B o n i f a c e  b e c a me  l e s s  an  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  a nd  mo re  a 

h a v e n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  f rom b r o k e n  homes and f rom j u v e n i l e  

c o u r t s .  A f t e r  a p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

B a n n i n g ,  i n  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  P a r i s h ,  c l a s s e s  w e r e  

d i s c o n t i n u e d  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e .  I t  t h e n  b ec a me  a b o y s '  

home, and t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  moved 

t o  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l ood  S c h o o l  i n  1956.

_ _ W 5 T T "
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CHAPTER IV

Not e s

■^Letter f r om F a t h e r  Ubach t o  B i s ho p  T ha dde us  Amat,  
J u l y  2 7 ,  1 8 7 3 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c
I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  p o r t i o n  r e p r i n t e d  i n  R e v e r e n d  D e n n i s  
R a n k i n  C l a r k ,  " A n t h o n y  D o m i n i c  U b a c h  ( 1 8 3 5 - 1 9 0 7 ) ,  P i o ­
n e e r  P r i e s t  o f  S a n  D i e g o  ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 0 7 ) :  A S t u d y  o f  H i s
I n f l u e n c e  Upon t h e  R i s e  o f  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  San  D i e g o , "
M a s t e r ’ s T h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p.  
43 .

^ I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  W e t m o r e ' s  s c a t h i n g  r e p o r t ,  P r e s i ­
d e n t  G r a n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  n i n e  s m a l l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  San  
Diego County ;  more l a n d  was added  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
d e c a d e .  Most  o f  t h i s  l a n d  was b a r r e n  and w o r t h l e s s .

^ F r a n c i s  P a u l  P r u c h a ,  The  C h u r c h e s  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  
S c h o o l s .  188 8 - 19 1 2  ( L i n c o l n ,  NB: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s ka  
P r e s s ) ,  p .  2 .

^ P r u c h a ,  p .  3 .
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^ F a t h e r  Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t ,  M i s s i o n  San  J u a n  
B a u t i s t a  ( S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  1931) ,  p.  107.

^ C l a r k ,  pp .  2 8 - 2 9 .

^ L e t t e r  t o  B i s h o p  Thadde us  Amat f rom F a t h e r  Ubach,  
J u l y  27 ,  1 8 7 3 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c
I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  R e p r i n t e d  i n  M o n s i g n o r  F r a n c i s  J .  
W e b e r ,  D o c u m e n t s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  C a t h o l i c  H i s t o r y , ( Lo s  
A n g e l e s :  Dawson’s Book Shop,  1965) ,  pp.  143-147 .

^ H e l e n  H u n t  J a c k s o n ,  Ramona . B o s t o n ,  1 8 9 2 .  When 
J a c k s o n  t r a v e l e d  t o  San Diego  t o  o b t a i n  m a t e r i a l  f o r  h e r  
b o o k ,  s h e  b e c a m e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  w i t h  F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  who 
was  t o  i n s p i r e  t h e  r o l e  o f  P a d r e  G a s p a r a  i n  t h e  n o v e l  
( S e e  San  D i e g o  U n i o n , J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 0 5 ,  a n d  J o h n  B y e r s ,  
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3 4 5 . )  T h i s  b o o k  p i q u e d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  
s i t u a t i o n  mo r e  t h a n  h e r  p r e v i o u s l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k ,  _A 
C e n t u r y  o f  D i s h o n o r , New York,  1881.
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^ H e l e n  Hun t  J a c k s o n  a n d  A b b o t  K i n n e y ,  " R e p o r t  on 
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■^San Diego U n i o n . March 8 , 1882.

1 4 I b i d .

^ S u s a n  H u n t e r  C a r r i c o ,  "Urban I n d i a n s  i n  San Diego :  
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^ San Diego U n i o n . J a n u a r y  29 ,  1884.

^ San Diego U n i o n . March 20 ,  18S4.

^ R e v e r e n d  D e n n i s  R a n k i n  C l a r k ,  " A n t h o n y  D o m i n i c  
U b a c h  ( 1 8 3 5 - 1 9 0 7 ) ,  P i o n e e r  P r i e s t  o f  San D i e g o  ( 1 8 6 6 -  
1 9 0 7 ) :  A S t u d y  o f  H i s  I n f l u e n c e  Upon  t h e  R i s e  o f
C A t h o l i c i s m  i n  San D i e g o , "  M a s t e r ' s  T h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p.  54 .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ubach t o  Hon. H. P r i c e ,  Commis­
s i o n e r  of  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  F e b r u a r y  20,  1885.  San Diego
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  U b a c h  t o  G e n e r a l  W. L.  R o s e -  
c r a n s ,  Sep t ember  4,  1885.  San Diego H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y
A r c h i v e s .

^ ^ C l a r k ,  p .  5 5 .  U b a c h  a p p a r e n t l y  a d v i s e d  t h e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau  of  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  J.A.  
S t e p h a n ,  o f  t h e  w o r t h i n e s s  a nd  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  who c o n d u c t e d  
s c h o o l s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  among t h e  I n d i a n s ,  f o r  
F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  l a t e r  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  o p e n  t h e  
s c h o o l .

" ^ L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  U b a c h  t o  C h a r l e s  L u s k ,  S e c r e ­
t a r y  o f  t h e  Bureau  of  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  November  
30,  1885.  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. A l t h o u g h  
Ub a c h  was  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  w o u l d  
a c c e p t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  he h a d  n o t  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e .  When s h e  was  a p p r o a c h e d  on t h e  
s u b j e c t  by F a t h e r s  S t e p h a n  and E n g e l h a r d t ,  she  a t  f i r s t  
r e f u s e d  t h e  m i s s i o n  [See  S e c t i o n  on Government  S c h o o l  a t  
F o r t  Yuma, C a l i f o r n i a ] .
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^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau  
o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t o  F a t h e r  Ub a c h .  J a n u a r y  
13,  1886.  A r c h i v e s ,  Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  
M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

^ C l a r k ,  p .  56.

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau  
o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t o  J .D.C.  A t k i n s ,  Commis­
s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  J u l y  1,  1886 .  A r c h i v e s ,
Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
L i b r a r y .

9 7 L e t t e r  f rom t h e  Bur eau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  
t o  F a t h e r  u b a c h ,  A u g u s t  13 ,  1 88 6 .  A r c h i v e s ,  B u r e a u  o f  
C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

^ ®Cl a r k ,  p.  56.

^ A c c o r d i n g  t o  E n g s t r a n d  and B r a n de s ,  O l d  Town, San 
D i e g o .  1 8 2 1 - 1 8 7 4  ( San  D i e g o :  A l c a l a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  t h e  
A g u i r r e  House was a U- s ha ped  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  some­
t i m e  p r i o r  t o  1853;  some s o u r c e s  s u g g e s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  
1827.  J o s e  Angonio A g u i r r e ,  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  l e f t  t h e  p r op ­
e r t y  t o  h i s  second w i f e ,  M a r i a  d e l  R o s a r i o  E s t u d i l l o ,  on 
S ep t e mb e r  25,  1860.

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ub a c h  t o  B i s h o p  M o n t g o m e r y ,  
J u l y  5 ,  1 8 9 9 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  Los
A n g e l e s .

• ^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  Mary t o  S i s t e r  L u c i d a ,  
May 13 ,  1 9 2 1 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t
A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  U b a c h  t o  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  A p r i l  16,
1 8 8 7 .  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. See  a l s o  
L e t t e r s  o f  March 24,  1886 and A p r i l  2,  1886 f rom F a t h e r  
S t e p h a n  t o  F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  i n  w h i c h  Ubach was  g r a n t e d  
money t o  be used  a s  t r a v e l i n g  e x p e n s e s  t o  t r a n s p o r t  I n ­
d i a n  c h i l d r e n  f rom t h e  b a c k  c o u n t r y  t o  O l d  Town.  Ar ­
c h i v e s ,  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  U b a c h  t o  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  
M i s s i o n s ,  S e p t e m b e r  5 ,  1 8 8 7 .  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

" ^ L e t t e r  f rom J .D.C.  A t k i n s ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  
A f f a i r s ,  t o  F a t h e r  Ubach,  March 1, 1888 and f rom F a t h e r  
W i l l a r d ,  V i c e - D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Bureau  of  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  
M i s s i o n s ,  Augus t  10,  1889.  A r c h i v e s ,  Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  
I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

mmgL' ••
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^ L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a r l e s  L u s k ,  S e c r e t a r y ,  B u r e a u  o f  
C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t o  F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  A u g u s t  11,
1 8 8 8 .  A r c h i v e s ,  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  
M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

■ ^ C l a r k ,  p .  62.

~^San Diego U n i o n . Augus t  31 and S e p t .  1,  1890.

^ San Diego  Un i on . December  19,  1890.  The a r t i c l e  
c o n t i n u e s  t h a t ,  " B a n n i n g  h a s  now o v e r  100  a t  t h e  new 
s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e  o n e  t o  be  o p e n e d  a t  P e r r i s  n e x t  y e a r  
w i l l  e n a b l e  a l l  t o  have  I n s t r u c t i o n . "

• ^ L e t t e r  f rom H o r a t i o  N. R u s t ,  U.S. I n d i a n  Ag e n t ,  t o  
F a t h e r  Ubach,  Augus t  8 , 1890.  A r c h i v e s ,  Bureau  o f  C a t h ­
o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  J . T .  M o r g a n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  
A f f a i r s ,  t o  R.V.  B e l t ,  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  O c t o b e r  
6 , 1890.  A r c h i v e s ,  Bu r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  
M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

4 1 I b i d .

4 ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ubach t o  Commi s s i oner  Morgan,  
J u n e  16,  1891.  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

4 ^San Diego U n i o n . Augus t  21,  1891.

4 4 San Diego  U n i o n . J u n e  6 , 1891.

4^ San Diego H e r a l d . O c t o b e r  4 ,  1858,  p .  2.

4 ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ubach t o  Commiss ioner  Morgan,  
S ep t e mber  30 ,  1891.  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

^ M a n u s c r i p t  by S i s t e r  A r c h a n g e l a .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

4 ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  Ubach  t o  Mr.  G e l t ,  A c t i n g  
Commi s s i one r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  November 12,  1891.  Na­
t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

4 ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ubach t o  Commiss ioner  Morgan,  
J u l y  14,  1892.  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

^®"St .  A n t h o n y ' s , "  The I n d i a n  S e n t i n e 1 ( Wa s h i n g t on ,  
D.C. :  The  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  1 9 0 6 )  pp .  
1 3 - 1 7 .

^ S i s t e r  Ann C e c e l i a  S mi t h ,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  t h e  Wes­
t e r n  P r o v i n c e  f r o m  1 8 7 0 - 1 9 0 3 , "  D o c t o r a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n  
( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. ,  1 95 3 )  p .  49 .
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■ ^ M a n u s c r i p t  by S i s t e r  A r c h a n g e l a .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  t o  " U n c l e  Tom’s Co l umn"  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  
I n d i a n ,  w r i t t e n  by V i c t o r i a  R e v e r i s .  P u b l i s h e d  J u n e  15,  
1896,  Volume 1,  #9 ,  p .  6 .

■ ^Smi t h ,  p .  48 .

^ 5 C l a r k ,  pp .  6 9 - 7 0 .

5 6 I b i d .

■^C a t h o  1 i c  D i r e c t o r y . 189 5 .  p.  396 .  The  f i r s t  
i s s u e  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n , p r i n t e d  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e ,  
a l s o  s t a t e d ,  "The  I n d i a n  S c h o o l  a t  San  D i e g o ,  R e v e r e n d  
Anthony Ubach,  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t , opened Sep t ember  1 w i t h  a 
f u l l  q u o t a  o f  p u p i l s . "  O c t o b e r  15,  1895,  p .  5.

^ ®T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was  p a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
M i s s i o n  San  D i e g o  de A l c a l a  Book ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  
f i r s t  e n t r y  by F a t h e r  J u n i p e r o  S e r r a .  Copied  by S i s t e r  
C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  L a C o s t e ,  A r c h i v i s t ,  San Diego D i o c e s e .

■ ^ L e t t e r  t o  " U n c l e  Tom' s  Co l umn"  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  
I n d i a n ,  w r i t t e n  by C y p r i a n o  P a c h i t o .  J u n e  15 ,  1 8 9 6 ,  p.  
5.  A c c o r d i n g  t o  W i l l i a m  N o r t h ,  " C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  ( Wa s h i n g t on ,  D.C.: C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  Amer i ca ,  1936) ,  p. 143,  Mons i gnor  F i t z g e r a l d ,  o f  
R e d l a n d s ,  w r o t e  f o r  y e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  penname  o f  " U n c l e  
Tom."

^ L e t t e r  t o  " U n c l e  Tom's  Co l umn"  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  
I n d i a n , w r i t t e n  by J u a n i t a  M a u r i q u e z .  J a n u a r y  15,  
1 8 9 6 . ,  p .  5.

^ Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t  f o r  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s ,  P r e p a r e d  by 
F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  S u b m i t t e d  t o  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  
M i s s i o n s ,  Q u a r t e r  End i ng  S e p t e mber  30,  1900.  A r c h i v e s ,  
Bu r eau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
L i b r a r y .

^ ^ Q u a r t e r 1 y R e p o r t  f o r  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s ,  P r e p a r e d  by 
F a t h e r  U b a c h ,  S u b m i t t e d  t o  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  
M i s s i o n s ,  Q u a r t e r  E n d i n g  D ec e m b e r  3 0 ,  190 0 .  A r c h i v e s ,  
Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
L i b r a r y .

^ " T h e  P r o t e s t  o f  M o n s i g n o r  J .A.  S t e p h a n ,  a P a t r i o t  
a n d  S t a u n c h  R e p u b l i c a n , "  Th e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n , S t .  
B o n i f a c e ,  B a n n i n g ,  CA. ,  May 15,  1900,  p .  1.

^ S e e  C l a r k ,  p p .  7 2 - 7 5 ,  f o r  a d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  
F a t h e r  U b a c h ' s  mou n t in g  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

 1
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^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ketcham,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau  
of  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  t o  F a t h e r  Ubach,  F e b r u a r y  3, 
1 90 2 .  A r c h i v e s ,  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  
M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

f i f \  *I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Mr.  J u l i a n  E s p a r z a ,  f o r me r  s t u d e n t
o f  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d i a n  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 0 7 ) ,  by t h e
a u t h o r ,  on J une  13,  1985,  a t  h i s  home i n  E l  Ca j on ,  CA.

^ G e o r g e  W h a r t o n  J a m e s ,  I_n a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  Ol d  
M i s s i o n s  ( B o s t o n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown ,  a n d  Company ,  1 9 0 5 ) ,  p.  
116.

^®Helen Hunt  J a c k s o n ,  Ramona ( B o s t o n ,  1892) ,  p. 312.  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  M r s .  J a c k s o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
f rom F a t h e r  Ubach h i m s e l f ,  F a t h e r  G a s pa r a  i s  an a c c u r a t e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  U b a c h .  See  a l s o  t h e  Sa n  D i e g o  U n i o n , 
J un e  25,  1905 and The T i d i n g s . S ep t e mb e r  16,  1921.

^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  M. S y l v e s t e r  t o  F a t h e r  Ketcham,  
May 3 ,  1 9 0 7 .  A r c h i v e s ,  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n
M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ketcham,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bureau  
o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t o  B i s ho p  Cona t y .  O c t o b e r  
28 ,  1 9 0 7 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .  The r u m o r  o f  
t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  had been  i n  t h e  a i r  f o r  y e a r s ,  and on 
J u l y  2,  1 9 0 5 ,  F a t h e r  Ubach  o u t l i n e d  i n  a l e t t e r  t o
F a t h e r  K e t c h a m  many r e a s o n s  why he  was  o p p o s e d  t o  s u c h  
an a m a l g a m a t i o n ;  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  was r i g h t  
a n d  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n s  o f  San  D i e g o  c h o s e  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  
S t .  B o n i f a c e  i n  B a n n i n g .  ( S e e  L e t t e r  o f  a b o v e  d a t e ,  
A r c h i v e s ,  Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  M a r q u e t t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

^• ' •Dougher ty, p .  341 .

^ F a t h e r  Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t ,  San Diego M i s s i o n  (San 
F r a n c i s c o ,  CA: J a m e s  H. B a r r y  Compa ny ,  1 9 2 0 ) ,  p.  3 34 .

^ M o n s i g n o r  F r a n c i s  J .  Weber ,  P i o n e e r  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a s  ( Va n  N uys ,  CA: C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c a l
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p.  38 .  See  a l s o  Edwin  C o r l e ,  The 
G i l a , R i v e r  o f  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  ( L i n c o l n ,  N e b r a s k a :  
N eb r a s ka  P r e s s ,  1951)  who e x p l a i n s  t h a t  s e e m i n g l y  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  o f  economy,  t h e  S p a n i s h  t r i e d  t o  make t h e s e  two 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  m i s s i o n ,  g a r r i s o n  and  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  a l l  r o l l e d  i n t o  o n e .  He s t a t e s ,  "The  p l a n  
f a i l e d  t o  work"  ( p .  1 0 3 ) .  S e e  a l s o  h i s t o r i a n  H u b e r t  H. 
B a n c r o f t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  A r i z o n a  a n d  New M e x i c o  ( S a n  
F r a n c i s c o :  The H i s t o r y  Co. ,  1889) who s t a t e s  t h a t  f r i a r s  
p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m  u n d e r  w h i c h  e a c h  
m i s s i o n  was t o  h a v e  t e n  s o l d i e r s  and t e n  s e t t l e r s  would  
p r o v e  s u i c i d a l .  The I n d i a n s  wanted  and t r u s t e d  C a t h o l i c
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m i s s i o n a r i e s ;  t h e y  d i d  n o t  w an t  s e t t l e r s  a n d  s o l d i e r s  
a p p r o p r i a t i n g  t h e i r  l a n d  and h o r s e s .

^ S i s t e r  Mary L u c i d a  S a v a g e ,  The C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e 1 e t  ( S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i :  B. H e r d e r  
Book Co. ,  1923) ,  p.  278.  A cc o r d i n g  t o  S a v a g e ,  t h e  Yumas 
t h e n  r e v e r t e d  a s  a t r i b e  t o  t h e i r  f o r m e r  i g n o r a n c e  and  
s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  v e r y  f ew r e t a i n i n g  a n y  memory o f  t h e  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ;  b u t  a s t r a n g e  t r a d i t i o n  l i n g e r e d  among 
t h e m t h a t  a b an d  o f  w h i t e - r o b e d  f i g u r e s  c o u l d  be  s e e n  
w a l k i n g  among t h e  r u i n s  o f  La P u r i s i m a  C o n c e p c i o n ,  
b e a r i n g  c r o s s e s  and c h a n t i n g  hymns.

^ F a t h e r  J o s e p h  Andrew S t e p h a n ,  a f t e r  l a b o r i n g  i n  
v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  a s  m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War 
w i t h  t h e  t r o u p s  o f  G e n e r a l  Thomas,  c h o s e  t h e  l i f e  o f  an 
I n d i a n  m i s s i o n a r y  and i n  1884 was a p p o i n t e d  D i r e c t o r  of  
t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .  I t  was  he  who 
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  work of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n  s c h o o l s  
and  s e c u r e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  See  
M c G u i r e ,  E d i t o r ,  C a t h o l i c  B u i l d e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n , 
B o s t o n ;  C o n t i n e n t a l  P r e s s ,  192 3 .  I I ,  p.  7;  V, p .  145 .  
He d i e d  i n  1 9 0 1 .

^ S i s t e r  D o l o r i t a  M a r i e  D o u g h e r t y ,  The  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  ( S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i :  H e r d e r  
Book Co . ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p.  3 3 8 .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s  
A s s i s t a n t  F a t h e r  Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t ,  t o  R e v e r e n d  Mother  
Aga t ha  G u t h r i e ,  Feb.  4,  1886.  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  
C a r o n d e 1 e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .  F a t h e r  E n g e l ­
h a r d t ,  l a t e r  a famous  C a t h o l i c  h i s t o r i a n ,  was t h e  f i r s t  
F r a n c i s c a n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Yuma t r i b e  s i n c e  t h e  
m a s s a c r e  o f  F a t h e r  G a r c e s  and company i n  1781.

”̂ ®The i n f o r m a t i o n  on h i s  a g e  c o m e s  f r o m  a l e t t e r  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  S a v a g e ,  pp.  280 - 281 ,  f rom Mot he r  A s s i s t a n t  
J u l i a  L i t t e n e ' l c e r  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  
A p r i l  15,  1886.

^ S a v a g e ,  p .  280.

^ S t a t i s t i c s  o f  F o r t  Yuma S c h o o l ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mot he r  A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r  t o  
R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  May 13 ,  1 8 8 6 .  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  
M i s s o u r i .

^ S a v a g e ,  p .  282.

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  J u n e  8 , 1 8 8 6 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .
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J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

8 4 I b i d .

8 5 I b i d .

88Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t  o f  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

8 ^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O’N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  J u l y  2,  1 8 86 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

8 8 S a v a g e ,  p.  284 .

8 ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O’N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  J u l y  2,  1 8 8 6 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O’N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  J u l y  29 ,  1 8 8 6 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O’N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e c k e r ,  J u l y  26,  1886.  S i s t e r s  of  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

9 ^ San F r a n c i s c o  A r g o n a u t , November 15,  1886.

^ 8 L e t t e r  f r om S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O’N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  As ­
s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1 8 8 6 .  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

9 4 L e t t e r s  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
Mother  Agatha  G u t h r i e ,  Augus t  26,  1886 and Se p t e mb e r  3,  
1886.  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  
L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  S e p t e mber  28,  1886.  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,
M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  A l p h o n s e  Lamb t o  Mothe r  A s s i s t ­
a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  O c t o b e r  17 ,  1 8 8 6 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  18 8 6 .  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,
M i s s o u r i .  I n  1 8 8 7 ,  S i s t e r s  D e m e t r i a ,  G e r m a i n ,  and  
T e r e s a  had no t  r e t u r n e d  i n  t i m e ,  d e l a y i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  of  
S a c r e d  H e a r t  i n  Yuma.  S ee  a l s o  L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  
Ambros ia  O’N e i l  t o  Mot he r  A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e c k e r ,  
N o v e m b er  7,  18 8 6 ;  an d  l e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  D e m e t r i a  t o

. . .  * '     -
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R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  N o v e m b e r  14 ,  1 8 8 6 .
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  
M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  F e b r u a r y  16 ,  18 8 7 .  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  M ar c h  8 , 1 8 8 7 .  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

l O ^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  A p r i l  1 6 ,  1 8 8 7 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

1 0 1 I b i d .

^ ^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  A p r i l  6 , 1 8 8 7 .  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

l ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  A p r i l  23 ,  1 8 8 7 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

1 0 4 I b i d .

1 0 5 I b i d .

■̂®DL e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  J u l y  15 ,  1 8 8 7 .  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

■'■^Report  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  by Mary 
O ' N e i l  ( S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a ) ,  J u l y ,  1 8 8 7 .  San  D i e g o  H i s ­
t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .

^ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  188 7 .  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  
M i s s o u r i .

^ • ^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O’N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  N ov e mb e r  2 0 ,  188 7 .  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  November  4,  1888.  S i s t e r s
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  
M i s s o u r i .

i n I b i d .

■ ' • ^ L e t t e r  f rom Commi s s i one r  John H. O b e r l y  t o  S i s t e r
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A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l ,  A p r i l  1 1 ,  1 8 8 9 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h
of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ • ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A n i c e t a  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  May 5 ,  1 8 8 9 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
Aga tha  G u t h r i e ,  J a n u a r y  12,  1890.  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h
o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  J . A .  S t e p h a n  t o  S i s t e r  
A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l ,  F e b r u a r y  8 , 1 8 9 0 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .
J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ • ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A n i c e t a  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
Agatha  G u t h r i e ,  March 7, 1890.  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

1 1 7 I b i d .

■ ' ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  C o m m i s s i o n e r  T . J .  Mo r ga n  t o  S i s t e r  
A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l ,  M a r c h  17 ,  1 8 9 0 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

■'•■'■^Savage, p .  285.

■ ' ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  T . J .  M o r g a n  t o  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  
O ' N e i l ,  O c t o b e r  29 ,  1 8 9 1 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  F l o r i a n  Hahn t o  R e v e r e n d  
Mothe r  Aga t ha  G u t h r i e ,  S e p t e b e r  5,  1892.  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

• * - ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  P e r r i s  S c h o o l ,  t o  
S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l ,  O c t o b e r  17 ,  1 8 92 .  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .  
I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s ,  t h e r e  was an ongo i ng  b a t t l e  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  f o r  I n d i a n s  and  
C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  f o r  I n d i a n s ;  each  a c c u s e d  t h e  o t h e r  of  
" s t e a l i n g  s t u d e n t s . "  O b v i o u s l y ,  t r a n s f e r i n g  t h e  Yuma 
s t u d e n t s  f r om  t h e i r  s e c u l a r  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  f o r t  t o  a n o n ­
s e c u l a r  s c h o o l  i n  P e r r i s  was a d i r t y  b l o w  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  
who d e d i c a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t e a c h i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s .  I t  
was a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  movement  t o  do away w i t h  s e c u l a r i s m  
i n  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s .  See F r a n c i s  P r u c h a ,  The Chur ches  
a nd  t h e  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s ,  1 8 8 8 - 1 9 1 2  ( L i n c o l n ,  N e b r a s k a :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a  P r e s s ,  1979) ,  pp.  22-25 .

^ • ^ Los A n g e l e s  H e r a l d , J u l y  15 ,  1893.

^ ^ S a v a g e ,  p.  286.

■ '■^Let t e r  f rom S i s t e r  Ambros i a  O ' N e i l  t o  Mothe r  As­

WET*"*
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s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  O c t o b e r  11,  1893.  S i s t e r s  of  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  M o t h e r  
A s s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  November  22,  1893.  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s ­
s o u r i .

^ ^ E x e c u t i v e  Do c u me n t  # 6 8 , I n  The S e n a t e  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  L e t t e r  f rom t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i ­
o r ,  T r a n s m i t t i n g  "A Copy o f  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Yuma 
I n d i a n s ,  w i t h  a r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n d i a n  
A f f a i r s  and a c c ompany i ng  p a p e r s . "  March 21,  1894,  p.  2.
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  
M i s s o u r i .

^ ^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  Ambros i a  O ' N e i l  t o  Mothe r  As­
s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  December 10,  1893.  S i s t e r s  of  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ ^ E x e c u t i v e  Document  #6 8 , . . . pp.  2 0 - 2 1 .

■'•3 ®The na me s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a r e  n o t  
known.  H o w e v e r ,  b a p t i s m a l  r e c o r d s  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  San 
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s  l i s t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S i s t e r s  s e r v ­
i n g  a s  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s :  S i s t e r s  Mary
Thomas L a v i n ,  S t .  B a r b a r a  R e i l l y ,  Ambros i a  O ' N e i l ,  L a u r -  
e n t i a ,  M. P e t r o n e l l a  a nd  Thomas  A q u i n a s .  San D i e g o  
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^■■^Reverend Mothe r  Aga t ha  G u t h r i e ,  back  i n  1886,  had 
f o r e s e e n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  t r o u b l e  o c c u r r i n g ;  i . e .  g o v e r n ­
m e n t a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  w o r k  an d  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  
c l a s h  be t ween  c h u r c h  and s t a t e .

^33L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  Ambros ia  O ' N e i l  t o  Mothe r  As­
s i s t a n t  J u l i a  L i t t e n e k e r ,  November  20,  1894.  S i s t e r s  of  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u i r .

■ ' • ' ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. J o s e p h  F r a n c o  t o  M o t h e r  
House ,  A p r i l  3 - 4 ,  1899.  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Ca r on ­
d e l e t ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

1 3 4 I b i d .

^ 3 3 L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  A p r i l  7 ,  1 8 99 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

•*-3 ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  A p r i l  20 ,  1 8 9 9 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

■*-3 ^ S a v a g e ,  p . 288.

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



1 5 9

• ' ■ • ^ S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  F o r t  Yuma S c h o o l ,  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

• '■•^Let ter  f rom John  S. S p e a r ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  F o r t  
Yuma I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,  t o  B i s h o p  Cona t y ,  November 10,  1903.  
San Diego D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

' ■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom J ohn S. S p e a r ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  F o r t  
Yuma I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,  t o  B i s h o p  C o n a t y ,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  1 9 0 4 .  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ ' ■ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  Ketcham,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  
March 22 ,  1919.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

' - ^ C h a r l e s  R. Quinn,  The S t o r y  of  S t .  Thomas I n d i a n  
M i s s i o n  (Downey,  CA: E l e n a  Qui nn ,  1 968 ) ,  p .  28.

' • ' ^ F a t h e r  J u s t i n  D e u t s c h ,  " S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l , "  
H i s t o r i c a l  Review (Ba n n i ng ,  CA, 1925) ,  p. 3.

l ^ D e u t s c h ,  p.  3.

'■‘̂ M o t h e r  M. A g a t h a ,  " C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  an d  t h e  
I n d i a n , "  i n  Roy J .  D e f e r r a r i ,  Ed . ,  E s s a y s  on C a t h o l i c  
E d u c a t i o n  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC: The  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A mer i c a ,  1942) ,  pp.  5 2 3 - 553 .

' ■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom A r c h ab bo t  H i n t e n a c h  t o  Bi s hop  Mora,  
May 27,  1888.  A r c h i v e s  o f  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  Los A n g e l e s .

' - ^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  A n i c e t a  B y r n e  t o  R e v e r e n d  
M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  May 15 ,  1889 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

' • ^ L e t t e r  f r om  3 r o t h e r  P h i l i p  H u r l e y ,  A s s o c i a t e  
A r c h i v i s t ,  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Ar c ha bbe y ,  L a t r o b e ,  PA, t o  Rev.  
J o h n  A. S i e r r a ,  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  R e c t o r y ,  B a n n i n g ,  CA, 
O c t o b e r  7,  1983.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

' ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r om F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t o  R e v e r e n d  A b b o t  
Andrew,  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Abbey,  We s t mor e l a nd  Co. ,  PA, O c t o ­
b e r  12,  1889.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

' ■ ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  Andr e w,  
S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  A r c h a b b e y ,  W e s t m o r e l a n d  Co. ,  PA, J a n u a r y  
13,  1890.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■'■•^Letter f rom A r c h a b b o t  H i n t e n a c h  t o  Bi s hop  Mora,  
m a r c h  2 1 ,  1 8 9 0 .  O r i g i n a l l y  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  C h a n c e r y  A r ­
c h i v e s ,  D i o c e s e  of  Los A n g e l e s / S a n  Diego ,  now p r e s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  San Fe rnando  M i s s i o n  A r c h i v e s .

' • ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r om F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  A n d re w ,

K :  ■
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S t .  V i n c e n t ’s A b b e y ,  W e s t m o r e l a n d  Co . ,  PA, J a n u a r y  27 ,  
1890.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  A ndr e w,  
S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Ab b e y ,  W e s t m o r e l a n d  Co . ,  PA, F e b r u a r y  15 ,  
1890.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

l ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
Aga t ha  G u t h r i e ,  J u n e  28,  1890.  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

1 5 5 I b i d .

■ ' • ' ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
Aga tha  G u t h r i e ,  J u l y  21,  1890.  s i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ • ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  A u g u s t  2,  1 8 9 0 ,  W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c i a l  A r ­
c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  S ee  a l s o  
L e t t e r  f r o m  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  A g a t h a  G u t h r i e  t o  F a t h e r  
S t e p h a n ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 8 9 0 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ ■ • ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  A u g u s t  2,  1 8 9 0 ,  W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c i a l  A r ­
c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  C A r o n d e l e t .

• ^ - - ^ L e t t e r  f r 0 m F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 8 9 0 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o ­
s eph  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ C* F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  s e n t  Rev.  F l o r i a n  Hahn,  a l o n g  w i t h  
a l e t t e r  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  ( Au g u s t  13,  1890)  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
R e v e r e n d  Mother  Aga t ha  G u t h r i e ,  t o  t h e  Mot he r  House i n  
C a r o n d e l e t  t o  meet  t h e  S i s t e r s  he wou l d  be wor k i ng  w i t h .  
F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  s t a t e d ,  " Th i s  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  t o  you Rev.  
F l o r i a n  h a h n ,  who i s  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  R e v .  G. L. W i l l a r d s  
p l a c e  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  a t  B a n n i n g ,  C a l .  
F a t h e r  Hahn i s  a good,  p i o s ,  z e a l o u s ,  p r u d e n t  p r i e s t  who 
h a s  g o t  t h e  good w i l l  a nd  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  a l l  who know 
h i m.  He w i l l  be  a s a f e  g u i d e  a n d  F a t h e r  t o  y o u r  goo d  
S i s t e r s  a s  t h e y  c a n  f u l l y  p l a c e  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  
h i m . . . I  s e n d  h im t o  you i n  o r d e r  t h a t  you  may know h im 
p e r s o n a l l y  and h a v e  a c h a t  w i t h  him."

^ ■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
A g a t h a  G u t h r i e ,  D e c e m b e r  19 ,  1 8 9 0 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o ­
s eph  of  C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

■ ^ ^ D e u t s c h , p .  2 ,

^ ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Hahn t o  R e v e r e n d  Mothe r  Aga tha  
G u t h r i e ,  O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 8 9 1 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .
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l ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Hahn t o  R e v e r e n d  Mot he r  Aga t ha  
G u t h r i e ,  S e p t e m b e r  5,  1 8 9 2 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

^ • ^ D e u t s c h ,  p .  4 .

~^7 0 f f i c i a l  C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y  ( M i l w a u k e e ,  Wi scon­
s i n :  H o f f m a n  B r o t h e r s  Co . ,  1 8 9 5 ) ,  p.  3 9 6 .  The  M i s s i o n  
I n d i a n , h o w e v e r ,  r e p o r t e d  a t o t a l  o f  56 b o y s  a n d  54 
g i r l s  t h a t  y e a r  ( O c t o b e r  15 ,  1 8 9 5 ) ,  p .  7.

^ ^ S i s t e r  Mar y  L u c i d a  S a v a g e ,  The  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  
S a i n t  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  ( S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i :  B.
H e r d e r  Book  Company ,  1 9 2 3 ) ,  p.  2 91 .

■ ' • ^Deu t sch ,  p .  5

^ ® T h e  I n d i a n  S e n t i n e l  ( Wa s h i n g t on ,  D.C.: The Bu r ea u  
o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  1 9 0 5 -1 9 06 ) ,  p.  19.

1 7 1 I b i d . ,  p .  2 0 .

1 7 2 I b i d . ,  p .  2 0 .

1 7 3 I b i d . , p .  2 1 .

•̂7 4 The  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n . J u l y  1 5 ,  1 8 9 8 ,  p .  7.  S e e  
a l s o  J u l y  1,  1 9 0 0 ,  p.  3.

^ 7 3 D e u t s c h ,  p .  3.  As a n  a s i d e ,  t h e  M i s s i o n  I n d i a n  
s t o r e d  a t  t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  
a v a i l a b l e  on I n t e r l i b r a r y  Loan,  i s  an  i n v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  b a t t l e  be t we e n  C a t h o l i c  
I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  v e r s u s  g o v e r n me n t  s c h o o l s .  I t  e x p r e s s e s ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  a s t r o n g  C a t h o l i c  v i e w p o i n t  -  t h a t  o f  t h e  
b e l o v e d  R e v e r e n d  F l o r i a n  H a h n ’ s -  a n d  c o n t a i n s  many 
e m o t i o n a l l y - c h a r g e d  a r t i c l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  t o p i c .

 ̂^ F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  
S c h o o l . From J a n u a r y  1,  1895  U n t i l  A u g u s t  1,  1 9 0 0 .
P r e p a r e d  by F a t h e r  B. F l o r i a n  Hahn,  S u b m i t t e d  t o  F a t h e r  
S t e p h a n .  San Di ego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

1 7 7 I b i d .

^ 7®The M i s s i o n  I n d i a n , Se p t e mb e r  15,  1896,  p. 7.

^7^The M i s s i o n  I n d i a n , J u l y  1,  1900 ,  p .  3.
1  Q A

L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  K e t c h a m  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
Agnes  G o n z a g a ,  M a r c h  8 , 1 9 0 6 .  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t  A r c h i v e s ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .  I t  i s  i m p o s ­

W&+-'
m m . .
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s i b l e  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h i s  
l e t t e r .  However ,  i n  S i s t e r ' s  b e h a l f ,  i t  must  be a s s e r t ­
ed t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r  S u p e r i o r  had an immense r e s p o n s i b i 1 i -  
t y  i n  r u n n i n g  t h e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l .  T h e r e  was n e v e r  a 
moment ' s  r e s t ,  and t h e r e  was l i t t l e  e a r t h l y  r ecompens e .  
F u r t h e r ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  a l w a y s  had  t o  s t r i c t l y  o b e y  t h e  
whims and w i s h e s  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t , w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  
much o f  a s a y  i n  m a t t e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  ( d e s p i t e  b e i n g  f a r  
more i n t i m a t e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  and aware  o f  t h e i r  imme­
d i a t e  p r o b l e m s ) .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  had i d e a s  
o f  t h e i r  own. Then,  t o o ,  t h e y  c o u l d  have  m i s s e d  F a t h e r  
S t e p h a n ,  and t h e  way he r a n  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I t  t o ok  
t i m e  t o  g e t  u s e d  t o  a n o t h e r  D i r e c t o r .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  
w e r e  a l w a y s  i n  f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  may 
h a v e  c a u s e d  them a g r e a t  d e a l  of  wor ry .

1 ft 1 L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C o n a t y ,  Los  A n g e l e s  D i o c e s e ,  
t o  "The  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  i n  1 9 0 3 . "  Aug­
u s t  13,  1903.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ ^ Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  
S c h o o 1 . Q u a r t e r  B e g i n n i n g  1 - 9 - 0 8  and  E n d i n g  6 - 3 0 - 0 8 .  
San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ketcham,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Bur ­
eau  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t o  Bi shop  C a n t w e l l ,  Los 
A n g e l e s  D i o c e s e .  A u g u s t  5 ,  1918 .  San D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

*1 O  L
L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  K e t c h a m t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  

S e p t e mb e r  7,  1918.  San Diego  D i o ce s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ • ^ L e t t e r  f rom B i s hop  C a n t w e l l ' s  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e -  
t a r y  t o  F a t h e r  K e t c h a m ,  N o v e m b e r  15,  1 91 8 .  San  D i e g o  
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■*-®^Letter f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  K e t c h a m ,  
March 22,  1919.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  Ar ch v e s .

1 ft 7 L e t t e r  f rom Re v e r e n d  F r a n c i s  Benson i n  Bann i ng ,  
t o  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  C h a n c e l  1 o r - S e c r e t a r y , December  7,  1920.
San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

1 ft ft L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  K e t c h a m ,  
A p r i l  3,  1919.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

• ' • ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  R e v e r e n d  P h i l e m o n  T o e p f e r ,  O.F.M. ,  
S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,  t o  Bi shop  
C a n t w e l l ,  N o v e mb e r  29 ,  1 9 2 2 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r ­
c h i v e s .

■ ^ ^ F a t h e r  J u s t i n  D e u t s c h ,  a F r a n c i s c a n  m i s s i o n a r y ,  
h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  M i s s i o n  i n  
K o m a t k e ,  A r i z o n a ,  a n  I n d i a n  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  
t h e  P i ma  t r i b e .  T h e r e ,  he  h a d  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f

R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  t e a c h ;  t h e y  a c c e p t e d  a n d  
o p e n e d  t h e  s c h o o l  on A u g u s t  2 9 ,  190 1 .  See  S i s t e r  Ann 
C e c i l i a  Smi t h ,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  of  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  f r o m  
1870 - 1 9 0 3 , "  D o c t o r a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  A m e r i c a ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. ,  1 9 5 3 ,  p.  75 .

•' •^•'■Letter f r o m  R e v e r e n d  J u s t i n  D e u t s c h ,  O.F.M. ,  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d i a n  S c h o o l ,  t o  Bi s hop  
C a n t w e l l ,  O c t o b e r  1,  1926,  and r e p l y ,  O c t o b e r  19,  1926.  
San Diego D i oc e s an  A r c h i v e s .

■̂9 3 l e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
O c t o b e r  20,  1930.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

1 9 3 I b i d .

1 9 4 I b i d .

•̂9 3 L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
A p r i l  17,  1932.  San Diego D i oc e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ 9 3 L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
Augus t  5,  1933.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ 9 ^ S i s t e r  C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  L a C o s t e ,  A r c h i v i s t  f o r  
t h e  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s e ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  n o v i t i a t e  o f  t h e  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  193 5 .  A l t h o u g h  
s h e  h e r s e l f  was  n e v e r  s e n t ,  S i s t e r  r e c a l l s  t h a t  e v e r y  
summer  S i s t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  B a n n i n g  t o  p i c k  a n d  d r y  
f r u i t  f rom t h e  o r c h a r d s  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e ;  v e r y  h a r d  work 
i n  t h e  h e a t .  I n t e r  v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  
L a C o s t e ,  Ju n e  27,  1985.

■̂9 3 L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
O c t o b e r  6 , 1933.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

•̂9 9  L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  D e u t s ch  t o  Bi shop  C a n t w e l l ,  
March 9,  1934.

33® S i s t e r  D o l o r i t a  M a r i e  D o u g he r t y ,  The S i s t e r s  o f  
S t . J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  ( S t .  L o u i s ,  M0: H e r d e r  Book 
Co. ,  1 9 6 6 )  p.  342 .

.

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



CHAPTER V

The S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy and t h e  S choo l  o f  N ur s i n g

The e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n  I r e l a n d  was  a 

p e r i o d  o f  a p p a l l i n g  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  

c o n d i t i o n s .  To h e l p  f i l l  t h e  a c u t e  n e e d  f o r  s o c i a l  

s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a y o u n g  C a t h o l i c  wo ma n ,  

C a t h e r i n e  McCau l ey ,  b r a v e l y  s t e p p e d  f o r w a r d .  A f t e r  t h e  

d e a t h  o f  w e a l t h y  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s ,  C a t h e r i n e  u t i l i z e d  

r e s o u r c e s  f rom h e r  l a r g e  i n h e r i t a n c e  t o  open a h o u s e  o f  

c h a r i t y  i n  D u b l i n ,  w h i c h  became known a s  t h e  " B a g g o t  

S t r e e t  S o c i a l  C e n t e r . "  N o t h i n g  was  f u r t h e r  f r o m  h e r  

t h o u g h t s  t h a n  t h a t  s h e  was  l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a 

r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  w o u l d  s o o n  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  w o r l d  i n  d e v o t i n g  i t s e l f  to  works  o f  m e rc y . *

I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  C a t h e r i n e  v i s i t e d  

many s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h o u t  I r e l a n d  and became k n o w l e d g e a b l e  

of  v a r i o u s  t e a c h i n g  me t hods .  She a l s o  t o u r e d  F r a n c e  i n  

o r d e r  t o  o b s e r v e  m e t h o d s  and  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  t e a c h i n g  i n  

t h a t  c o u n t r y .  The Baggot  S t r e e t  S o c i a l  C e n t e r  commenced 

i n  1827 a s  a s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  poor  and a r e s i d e n c e / s c h o o 1 

f o r  w o r k i n g  g i r l s ;  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  an  e m p l o y m e n t  a g e n c y  

an d  a r e s i d e n c e  f o r  wi dows  and o r p h a n s  was a d d e d .  As 

t h e  work d e v e l o p e d ,  s he  as ked  A r ch b i s ho p  D a n i e l  Mur ray  

f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  d e d i c a t e  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  Our  Lady
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of  Mercy.  On S ep t e mber  24,  1828,  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  g r a n t e d  

h e r  w i s h  a n d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  b e c a me  known a s  t h e  House  

o f  Mercy.

The  H o u s e  o f  Me r c y  made a  p r o d u c t i v e  s t a r t  d u r i n g  

i t s  i n i t i a l  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  1 8 2 7 - 1 8 3 0 .  B o t h  s c h o o l s  w e r e  

c r o w d e d ,  t h e  s i c k  w e r e  v i s i t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  h o s p i t a l s  

and i n  t h e i r  homes,  and p r o v i s i o n  was made f o r  t h e  many 

needy p e r s o n s  who s o u g h t  a i d .

C a t h e r i n e  was  u r g e d  by F a t h e r  M i c h a e l  B l a k e ,  h e r  

l o c a l  p a s t o r ,  t o  exami ne  t h e  R u l e s  o f  R e l i g i o u s  Co n g r e ­

g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  D u b l i n  a r e a ,  a n d  s h e  s o o n  b e g a n  t o  s e e  

t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  t h a t  a g r e a t e r  s t a b i l i t y  and pe rma nence  

o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  h ad  t o  o f f e r  i n  h e r  w o r k .  Of t h e  

R u l e s  e x a m i n ed ,  t h e  g roup  f a v o r e d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t a ­

t i o n  S i s t e r s .  C a t h e r i n e  and two o t h e r s  made t h e i r  n o v i ­

t i a t e  i n  t h e  P r e s e n t a t i o n  C o n v e n t ,  and  made t h e i r  vows  

on D e c e m b e r  12 ,  1 8 3 1 .  The  S i s t e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  H o u se  

o f  M e r c y ,  w h e r e  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  a p p o i n t e d  C a t h e r i n e  a s  

Mothe r  S u p e r i o r .  Mo t he r  C a t h e r i n e  McAuley d e s i r e d  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  c h a r i t y  and s e r v i c e  t o  be t h e  ma j o r  a c c e n t  of  

h e r  new o r d e r  o f  u n c l o i s t e r e d  s i s t e r s ' .  P r i me  a t t e n t i o n  

was  a l s o  g i v e n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  

C a t h e r i n e  M c A u l e y ,  " . . . n o  w o r k  o f  c h a r i t y  c a n  be  more  

p r o d u c t i v e  o f  good t o  s o c i e t y  o r  more  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  

h a p p i n e s s  o f  t h e  p o o r  t h a n  t h e  c a r e f u l  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

women.

T h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y  p r o s p e r e d .  

B i s h o p s  b egan  t o  beg f o r  S i s t e r s ,  and Mo t h e r  McAuley was

■ k "
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v e r y  g e n e r o u s  i n  h e r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t s .  The 

f o u n d r e s s  h e r s e l f  u s u a l l y  a c c o mpan i ed  t h e  p i o n e e r s  t o  a 

new f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  r e m a i n e d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m o n t h .  F u r ­

t h e r m o r e ,  h e r  s p i r i t  o f  mercy knew no n a t i o n a l  l i m i t s .

The  d e a t h  o f  C a t h e r i n e  M c C a u l e y  i n  1841 d i d  n o t  

c h e c k  t h e  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  o r d e r .  S i s t e r  Mary 

V i n c e n t  was c h o s e n  t o  s u c c e e d  Mot he r  McAul ey ' s  r o l e  a s  

head  o f  t h e  o r d e r , ^  and w i t h i n  two y e a r s ,  a band of  S i s ­

t e r s  s e t  o u t  f o r  A m e r i c a  t o  o p e n  a c o n v e n t  o f  Me r c y  i n  

P i t t s b u r g h ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  S o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  I r e l a n d  

had d e c l i n e d  ev e n  f u r t h e r ,  and t h e  P o t a t o  Famine i n  t h e  

1840 ' s  r e s u l t e d  i n  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  on a 

phenomenal  s c a l e .

By 1 8 5 4 ,  M o t h e r  V i n c e n t  ha d  made n u r s i n g  a n o r m a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  Communi ty’s s e r v i c e .  The 1850’s were a t i me  

of  wide  c h a n g e  and a d v a n c e m e n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m e d i c i n e ,  

and  i n  1858  t h e  f i r s t  M e d i c a l  Ac t  t o  c o n t r o l  s t a n d a r d s  

went  i n t o  e f f e c t . ^

M i n d f u l  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  h i s  g r o w i n g  f l o c k ,  t h e  Most  

Re v e r e n d  J o s e p h  Sadoc Alemany,  t h e  f i r s t  A r ch b i s h o p  of  

San F r a n c i s c o ,  s e n t  R e v e r e n d  Hugh G a l l a g h e r  t o  I r e l a n d  

i n  t h e  summer of  1854 so t h a t  he m i gh t  g e t  r e c r u i t s  f rom 

t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  new I n s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  

a l r e a d y  w i d e l y  known n o t  o n l y  f o r  i t s  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  

work,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  n u r s i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  i t s  i n t e r e s t  

i n  e d u c a t i o n . ^

E i g h t  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy a r r i v e d  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  on
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December  8 , 1854,  where  t h e y  were  g r a c i o u s l y  welcomed by 

B i s h o p  Alemany,  who made s uch  an i m p r e s s i o n  on them t h a t  

a l e t t e r  t o  I r e l a n d  f r om  M o t h e r  M. B a p t i s t  R u s s e l l  

s t a t e s ,  "We h a v e  a s a i n t  f o r  an A r c h b i s ho p . " ^  Mot he r  M. 

B a p t i s t  R u s s e l l  had b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  s u p e r i o r  f o r  

t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  f o u n d a t i o n ,  and was acc ompan i ed  by S i s ­

t e r s  M. F r a n c e s  B e n s o n ,  M. de S a l e s  R e d d a n ,  M. B e r n a r d  

O’Dwyer  an d  Mary  H o w l e y ;  and  n o v i c e s  M. G a b r i e l  Brown,  

M. P a u l  B e e c h i n o r  a nd  M a r t h a  M c C a r t h y .  The  S i s t e r s  

s t a y e d  i n  t h e  Co n v e n t  o f  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  o f  C h a r i t y  f o r  a 

w h i l e ,  an d  t h e n  r e n t e d  a s m a l l  h o u s e  n e a r  t h e  C o u n t y  

H o s p i t a l  a n d  on J a n u a r y  3,  1 8 5 5 ,  moved  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  

C o nv en t  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy i n  C a l i f o r n i a .

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1890,  t h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  

a r r i v a l  i n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Me r cy
O

d e c i d e d  t o  i n i t i a t e  a f o u n d a t i o n  i n  San D i e g o .  A

l e t t e r  f rom Bi s hop  Mora i n d i c a t e d  h i s  s e a l  o f  a p p r o v a l :

We c o n f i r m  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  S i s t e r  M. M i c h a e l  a s  
M o t h e r  S u p e r i o r  o f  t h e  Communi t y  o f  S i s t e r s  o f  
Me r cy  i n  t h i s  c i t y  and  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s a i d  
communi ty t o  b u i l d  a h o s p i t a l  w i t h  t h e i r  own means 
i n  o r  n e a r  s a i d  c i t y .

However ,  d e s p i t e  y e a r s  o f  Mot he r  M. M i c h a e l ' s  h o s ­

p i t a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  p r o b a b l y  no f o u n d a t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d  

u n d e r  l e s s  a u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a n  t h a t  o f  San 

D i e g o . T h e  c i t y  was  f a c i n g  a s e r i o u s  r e c e s s i o n  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  boom o f  1888  and  

b u s i n e s s  was  a t  a s t a n d s t i l l .  B i s h o p  Mora  a n d  F a t h e r  

A n t o n i o  Ubach  s c o u r e d  t h e  e n v i r o n s  t o  s e l e c t  a p r o p e r  

s i t e ,  and f ound  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o p e r t y  on t h e  mesa i n  t h e
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n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

c e n t e r ,  and w i t h  e a s y  a c c e s s .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t w e n t y - n i n e  y e a r  o l d  M o t h e r  M. 

M i c h a e l  and t h e  o t h e r  S i s t e r s ,  w i t h  $50.00 be t wee n  them,  

d e c i d e d  t o  r e n t  two r o o m s  on t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  

G r a n d  C e n t r a l  B l o c k  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  S i x t h  and  H S t r e e t s  

[ S e e  F i g u r e  2 7 ] ,  T h e r e  t h e  S i s t e r s  o p e n e d  t h e  f i r s t  

h o s p i t a l  i n  San D i e g o  C o u n t y  on J u l y  9,  1 8 9 0 ,  S t .

J o s e p h ' s  D i s p e n s a r y .

B e f o r e  a y e a r  was  u p ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  r e c o m me n d e d  by 

B i s h o p  Mor a  and  F a t h e r  U b a c h  was  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  s i t e  on 

w h i c h  a new h o s p i t a l  w o u l d  be  b u i l t .  U s i n g  money b o r ­

rowed f rom t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  communi t y ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 

soon begun.  By t h e  end o f  1891,  when t h e  r e s t  o f  s o u t h ­

e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  was i n  t h e  t h r o e s  o f  a s e r i o u s  r e c e s s i o n  

a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a b u i l d i n g  boom c o l l a p s e ,  a n  i m p o s i n g  

t h r e e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  on t e n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  was c o m p l e t e d  

a t  a c o s t  o f  $ 5 , 2 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y .  On 

A p r i l  25,  1891,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n i t a r i u m  opened  i t s  d oo r s  

t o  n i n e t e e n  p a t i e n t s .

On M a r c h  16 ,  1 8 9 3 ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l  a n d  S a n i ­

t a r i u m  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  of  C a l i f o r n i a  as  

a p r i v a t e ,  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  o p e r a t e d  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  

and c h a r i t a b l e  p u r p o s e s . ^  I n  t h a t  y e a r  a l s o ,  t h e  f i r s t  

home f o r  t h e  a g e d  was  b u i l t  on t h e  g r o u n d s .  I t  was 

l a t e r  e n l a r g e d  t w i c e  t o  p r o v i d e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  f o r  one 

h u n d r ed  e l d e r l y  p a t i e n t s .  I n  1898,  a c h a p e l  t o  accommo-
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F i g u r e  27 .
S t .  J o s e p h ' s  D i s p e n s a r y ,  1889 ,  Grand C e n t r a l  B l o c k ,  

downtown San D i e g o ,  u p p e r  s t o r y ,  m i dd l e  r ooms .  
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy

. .  ^
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d a t e  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p e r s o n s  was  b u i l t ,  and  a w e s t  w i n g  

was  a d d e d  t o  t h e  m a i n  h o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g ,  d o u b l i n g  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a t w o - s t o r y  

c o n v e n t  was  e r e c t e d .  T h e s e  a d d i t i o n s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  28 ]  

s o o n  p r o v e d  n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  saw 

a n  u p s u r g e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  San  D i e g o ,  a s  t h e  f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  San  D i e g o  a s  a 

p o r t  a n d  n a v a l  b a s e .  The  n u mb e r  o f  p a t i e n t s  g r e w  

s t e a d i l y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  g r ow t h  i n  S i s t e r s  t o  s t a f f  t h e  

h o s p i t a l .

The S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1903,  p r e ­

d a t i n g  by many y e a r s  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  o t h e r  n u r s i n g  

s c h o o l s  i n  San  D i e g o .  N u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  was  i n  i t s  

i n f a n c y ,  b u t  M o t h e r  M. M i c h a e l ,  g r e a t  l e a d e r  t h a t  s h e  

w a s ,  q u i c k l y  saw t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i n g  n u r s e s  i n  

o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m p e t e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  

h o s p i t a l .  M i s s  K a t e  S u l l i v a n ,  a g r a d u a t e  o f  M er c y  

H o s p i t a l  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  w i t h  p o s t  g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g  a t  

S t .  M a r y ’ s i n  New Y o r k  C i t y ,  was  h i r e d  t o  be t h e  f i r s t  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g .

More  c l a s s r o o m s  w e r e  s o o n  n e e d e d ,  a n d  i n  190 4 ,  a n  

e a s t  w i n g  was  a d d e d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  T h i s  a d d i t i o n  

i n c l u d e d  n o t  o n l y  c l a s s r o o m s ,  b u t  a l s o  s u r g e r y  and X- r ay  

f a c i l i t i e s .  X - r a y  had been  d i s c o v e r e d  o n l y  f i v e  y e a r s  

b e f o r e .  The c o m p l e t e d  h o s p i t a l  was d e d i c a t e d  t h a t  y e a r  

by B i s h o p  C o n a t y  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y  a n d  Los  

A n g e l e s .

On F e b r u a r y  9,  1905,  a m e e t i n g  was h e l d  t o  o r g a n i z e
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F i g u r e  28 .
S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n i t a r i u m ,  c i r c a  1900.  

C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy
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t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  a s  a c o r p o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be
1 n

o p e r a t e d  a s  a s u b s i d i a r y  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s H o s p i t a l .

The  a r t i c l e s  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  w e r e  d u l y  a p p r o v e d ,  

a d o p t e d  and s i g n e d ,  and S i s t e r  Mary M i c h a e l  Cummings was 

e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t . ^  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  t e n  s t u d e n t s  

r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  d i p l o m a s  i n  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  and  a 

s c h o o l  p i n  b e a r i n g  t h e  t i t l e ,  " S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n i t a r i u m  

T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s . " - ^  A l l  t e n  s t u d e n t s ^  t h a t  

g r a d u a t e d  on May 3 1 ,  1 9 0 6 ,  w e r e  S i s t e r s  o f  Me r cy  [ S e e  

F i g u r e  2 9 ] .

S i s t e r  M. X a v i e r  was  a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  i n  1 9 1 0 .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t  

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  S i s t e r ’ s  t e n u r e  a s  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  1 9 1 6 .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  

N u r s i n g  r e c e i v e d  f u l l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e ,  a
•I £

p r o c e d u r e  C a l i f o r n i a  had o n l y  j u s t  begun t o  e n f o r c e .

F o r  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  M r s .  C a r r i e  S t i m m e l ,  a 

g r a d u a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  H o s p i t a l ,  Los A n g e l e s ,  d i r e c t e d  

t h e  S c h o o l  of  N u r s i n g .  D ur i ng  h e r  t e r m ,  a l e c t u r e  h a l l  

was  c o m p l e t e d  f o r  t h e  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

m o d e r n  X - r a y  a n d  s u r g i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  w o r l d  

e v e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  u n f o l d i n g  u n d e r  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

w h i c h  w e r e  much more  n o t a b l e .  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  had  

e n t e r e d  i n t o  W o r l d  War  I ,  a n d  a c r y  f o r  t r a i n e d ,  

c o m p e t e n t  n u r s e s  was  s o u n d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

O n l y  o n e  n u r s e  f r o m  S a n  D i e g o  i s  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  

r e s p o n d e d ,  M i s s  Mae M u r p h y ,  a g r a d u a t e  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ’s
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I

F i g u r e  29 .
F i r s t  g r a d u a t i o n  of  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S a n i t a r i u m  T r a i n i n g  

S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s ,  1906.
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy

rr-~
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H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  Sc hoo l  i n  1911.

P e r h a p s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t ,  a n  a r t i c l e

i n  t h e  San  D i e g o  U n i o n , e n t i t l e d  " S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y  t o

B u i l d  New, Moder n  H o s p i t a l , "  p r a i s e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  f o r

t h e i r  wor k  and  r e c o m me n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  a l l  y o un g

l a d i e s .  The a r t i c l e  s t a t e d :

. . .A l a r g e  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  n u r s e s  w h i c h  i s  now 
u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s ,  h a s  b e e n  
i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  and i s  open t o  a l l  
r e p u t a b l e  young women of  San Di ego ,  t h u s  a f f o r d i n g  
t h e m  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i t  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  a n  
h o n o r a b l e  a nd  l u c r a t i v e  c a l l i n g .  At t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e  t h e r e  i s  a d e a r t h  o f  g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  i n  San  
Di e g o ,  and t h e  demand f o r  n u r s e s  who h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M er c y

As a n o t h e r  means  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t ,  

M o t h e r  M. M i c h a e l  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  w r o t e  t o  B i s h o p  

C a n t w e l l  a s k i n g  him t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n o v i t i a t e  f o r  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  Mer cy  n e a r  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l  i n  San  

Di ego ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  She s t a t e d ,  

" He n c e  t h e  n o v i t i a t e  o u g h t  t o  be  s i t u a t e d  i n  o r  n e a r  a 

h o s p i t a l  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  s c h o o l  f o r  

n u r s e s ,  which  we f e e l  we may c l a i m . B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  

a g r e e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  n o v i t i a t e  i n  San  D i e g o  f o r  a p r o ­

b a t i o n a r y  t e r m  of  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  e c s t a t i c  Mot he r

9 0M. M i c h a e l  a s  M i s t r e s s  o f  N o v i c e s .

S i s t e r  M. Thomas  was  a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  i n  1 9 2 0 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a t  t h e  

o u t s e t  o f  h e r  t e rm she  was f a c e d  w i t h  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  

c o n c e r n i n g  h o u s i n g  f o r  h e r  s t u d e n t s .  A l e t t e r  f r o m  

S i s t e r  M. Thomas t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  r e v e a l e d  t h e  n a t u r e

communt u n n e c e s -
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of t h e  p r o b l e m :

. . . Yo u  c a n  s e e  by t h e  e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r  t h a t  t h e  
S t a t e  B o a r d  i s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  h o u s i n g  o f  
o u r  p u p i l  n u r s e s  i n  r e n t e d  h o u s e s  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  
b e s t  we can  s e c u r e  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  Rent  c o s t s  
u s  a b o u t  $ 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0  p e r  y e a r .  Now t h e  o w n e r s  p r o ­
p o s e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  r e n t  w h i c h  w i l l  mean $ 5 0 0 . 0 0  
a d d i t i o n a l  e a c h  y e a r .  S h o u l d  we be  o b l i g e d  t o  
e m p l o y  g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  be a b o u t  
$ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  e a c h  mo n t h  a n d  v e r y  l i k e l y  mo r e ,  w h i l e  
t h e  p u p i l  n u r s e s  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  same nu mb e r  o f  
n u r s e s  a t  p r e s e n t  pay w i l l  be $ 4 0 0 . 0 0  each  m o n t h . 21

The e n r o l l m e n t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  g r e w  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

w i t h  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  a n o v i t i a t e  t h e r e .  The c l a s s  o f  

1919 g r a d u a t e d  f i f t e e n  s t u d e n t s  [See  F i g u r e  3 0 ] ,  and t h e  

c l a s s  o f  1921 l i k e w i s e  g r a d u a t e d  f i f t e e n  n u r s e s .  A l s o ,  

s i n c e  t h e  p o s t - w a r  y e a r s  were  marked w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s t u d e n t  

h o u s i n g  was f i n a l l y  a l l e v i a t e d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  1921,  

t h e  same y e a r  t h a t  M o t h e r  Mary M i c h a e l  Cummings  c e l e ­

b r a t e d  h e r  Go l d e n  J u b i l e e  a s  a S i s t e r  o f  Mercy,  g e n e r o u s  

b e n e f a c t o r s  d o n a t e d  a p l o t  o f  l a n d  on H i l l c r e s t  D r i v e  

o v e r l o o k i n g  M i s s i o n  V a l l e y  f o r  a new h o s p i t a l .  Mot he r  

M. M i c h a e l  d i d  n o t  l i v e  t o  s e e  h e r  p l a n s  f o r  a m o d e r n ,  

new h o s p i t a l  r e a l i z e d ,  f o r  s he  d i e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,

on O c t o b e r  6 , 1 9 2 2 .  The w or k  on h e r  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  new

22h o s p i t a l  was c o n t i n u e d  by S i s t e r  A n g e l a  Cooney.

By t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  S a n  D i e g o  C o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy had become a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r s  

o f  M e r c y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  and  A r i z o n a .  Unde r  M o t h e r  M. 

B e r n a r d ,  M o t h e r  G e n e r a l ,  t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  new 

h o s p i t a l  i n  San  D i e g o  was  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1924 ,  and  i t s
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t

F i g u r e  30 .
St. Joseph’s Training School for Nurses, 

Class of 1920.
Credit: Sisters of Mercy

Reproduced with permission
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name was  o f f i c i a l l y  c h a n g e d  f r o m  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s H o s p i t a l  

t o  M er c y  H o s p i t a l .  The  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  f u n d - r a i s i n g  

d r i v e s  were  h e l d  a l l  o v e r  San Diego  t o  p romot e  f u r t h e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The  S i s t e r s ’ c o n v e n t  a nd  t h e  n u r s e s ’ 

r e s i d e n c e  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 2 6 .  The s t u d e n t s  moved 

i n t o  t h e i r  new home [See  F i g u r e  31]  on T h a n k s g i v i n g  Eve 

of  t h a t  y e a r .

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 2 9 ,  S i s t e r  M a r y  B a p t i s t  wa s  

a p p o i n t e d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g ,  r e p l a c i n g
O O

J e s s i c a  M. R y l e .  T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M er c y  H o s p i t a l

Sc h oo l  o f  N u r s i n g  o f f i c i a l l y  changed  i t s  name t o  Mercy
0 /C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  a wh o l e  new o u t l o o k  

on n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  was b e i n g  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  

W h e r e a s  s t u d e n t s  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  s p e n t  l o n g  h o u r s  

s t a f f i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  " o n  t h e  j o b  

t r a i n i n g , "  t h e  new m e t h o d  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

f o r m a l  c l a s s r o o m  e d u c a t i o n ,  and g a i n i n g  a ba s e  o f  know­

l e d g e  i n  t h e o r y  b ec a me  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  a s  t e c h n i c a l  

2 5s k i l l s .  C o u r s e s  t h a t  w e r e  t a u g h t  i n c l u d e d  G e n e r a l  

M e d i c i n e ,  P s y c h i a t r y ,  G y n e c o l o g y ,  U r o l o g y ,  S u r g i c a l  

N u r s i n g ,  O r t h o p e d i c s ,  O b s t e t r i c s ,  E a r ,  Nose  a n d  T h r o a t  

and D e r m a t o l o g y .  S p a n i s h  was p r e s e n t e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a r g e  

number o f  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  p a t i e n t s  a l m o s t  n e c e s s i t a t e d  

an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  E l e c t i v e  s u b j e c t s  

c o n f e r r i n g  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  were  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d ,  and t h e  

s c h o o l  became a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  Mount  S t .  Mary ' s  C o l l e g e  

i n  Los A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  of  

S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  1 9 3 2 ,  t h e
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2 S S S S

F i g u r e  31 .
S t u d e n t  n u r s e s '  r e s i d e n c e ,  Mercy H o s p i t a l  S c h o o l  o f  

N u r s i n g ,  c i r c a  1930 .
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy

Hjku 1m,-. . :
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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  a g r e e d  t o

b e g i n  p a y i n g  t h e i r  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k  i n

t h e  h o s p i t a l ;  p r o b a t i o n a r y  n u r s e s  wou l d  r e c e i v e  2 0  c e n t s

p e r  h o u r ,  f i r s t - y e a r  n u r s e s  i n  t r a i n i n g  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  30

c e n t s  p e r  h o u r ,  and  s e c o n d - y e a r  n u r s e s  i n  t r a i n i n g  would
9  £ir e c e i v e  f o r t y  c e n t s  p e r  h o u r .

I n  1920,  t h e r e  were  a r e c o r d  number  o f  t w e n t y - s e v e n

g r a d u a t e s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h i s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  a v e r a g e
2  7number o f  g r a d u a t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c a d e .  The r e c o r d  

a l s o  shows t h a t  t h e r e  were  no S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy s t u d e n t s  

d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d ;  a l l  w e r e  l a y  s t u d e n t s .  A l s o ,  

u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M o t h e r  M. P a s c h a l ,  M o t h e r  

G e n e r a l ,  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  s e v e n  h o s p i t a l s  

o p e r a t e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Me r cy  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  an d  

A r i z o n a  a d v a n c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  w i t h  

t h e  p r o g r a m s  s e t  f o r t h  by t h e  C a t h o l i c  H o s p i t a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  S u r g e o n s  a n d  t h e  

Amer i can  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .

T h e r e  was an  i n c r e a s e  i n  e n r o l l m e n t  a t  t h e  M er c y  

C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  an  

i n c r e a s e  i n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

B a s i c  s c i e n c e s  were  f i r s t  t e r m r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

An a t o my ,  P h y s i o l o g y ,  M i c r o b i o l o g y ,  P h a r m a c o l o g y  a nd  

N u r s i n g  A r t s . ^ ®  L a t e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e s  s u c h  a s  

P s y c h i a t r y  and P a t h o l o g y  were  added  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  

The b e g i n n i n g  o f  W o r l d  War I I  saw t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C a d e t  N u r s e  C o r p s ,  a n d  i n  1 9 4 5 ,  a l l
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of  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  Mercy C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g  e n t e r e d  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  h e l p  f i l l  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  

n u r s e s .

I n  1 9 5 3 ,  t h e  M e r cy  C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g  c e l e b r a t e d

i t s  G o l d e n  J u b i l e e ,  an  e v e n t  t h a t  was  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e

f o u n d r e s s  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and  s c h o o l ,  M o t h e r  Mary

M i c h a e l  Cu m m i n gs . One o f  t h e  c l i m a x e s  o f  t h e  j u b i l e e

w a s  a f a s h i o n  s h o w i n  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  m o d e l e d  s i x

d i f f e r e n t  u n i f o r m s  t h a t  w e r e  worn  d u r i n g  t h e  e r a .  As

t h e  y e a r s  l e n g t h e n e d ,  t h e  d r e s s e s  s h o r t e n e d !  The Alma

Ma t e r  was a l s o  r e c a l l e d :

P r a i s e  t o  God o u r  H e a v ' n l y  F a t h e r ,
Mercy C o l l e g e  n u r s e s  s i n g :
L i f t  you r  h e a r t s  a s  w i t h  your  v o i c e s ,
J u b i l a n t  t h a n k s g i v i n g  r i n g :
I n  t h e  h o p e f u l  f r u i t f u l  f u t u r e  
a s  i n  y e a r s  t h a t  g o l d e n  glow.
To t h e  c a u s e  o f  God’ s d e a r  s i c k  o n e s ,
May more l o y a l  ou r  s e r v i c e  grow.
B l e s s ,  0 God,  ou r  Alma Ma t e r ;
B l e s s  us  t e a c h e r s ,  n u r s e s  a l l ,
B l e s s  o u r  d u t i e s  t r u e  d e v o t i o n ,
B l e s s  us a t  t h e  G r e a t  R o l l  C a l l .

A l t h o u g h  i t  h a d  b e e n  a s o u r c e  o f  c o n t i n u a l  d e b a t e

s i n c e  t h e  1 9 3 0 ’ s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  Me r cy

C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g  was  e n t i t l e d  t o  t a x  e x e m p t i o n  was

s e r i o u s l y  r a i s e d  i n  1967.  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s c h o o l  had been

e x e m p t  s i n c e  i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  a t

t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  no l o n g e r  p e r m i t

t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  s i n c e  t h e  s c h o o l  d i d  n o t  award f o u r - y e a r

d e g r e e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  was u r g e d  t o

t r a n s f e r  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g  c o r p o r a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o
•a i

t h e  Mercy H o s p i t a l  c o r p o r a t i o n .

p e r* .

m . :
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W i t h i n  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  b e g a n  t o  h a v e  

s e r i o u s  d o u b t s  a b o u t  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  s c h o o l .  M i n u t e s  

o f  t h e  Nove mbe r  3,  1 9 6 7 ,  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  m e e t i n g

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  w o u l d  be 

p h a s e d  o u t  and  " . . . n o  more  c l a s s e s  w i l l  be  a c c e p t e d  and  

t h e  l a s t  c l a s s  w i l l  g r a d u a t e  i n  J u n e ,  1970. "  S ea s o n s  

g i v e n  wer e :  Mercy C o l l e g e  of  N u r s i n g  o f f e r e d  a t h r e e -

y e a r  c e r t i f i c a t e  w h e r ea s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d  i n  n u r s i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  was t o w a r d s  e i t h e r  a t w o - y e a r  d e g r e e  ( L . V. N. ,  

L i c e n s e d  V o c a t i o n a l  Nur se )  o r  a f o u r - y e a r  d e g r e e  (R.N.,  

R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e ) ;  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  -  b o t h  two and  

f o u r  y e a r  programs  -  a t  l e s s  e x p e n s e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ;  and 

i t s  c o n t i n u a n c e  w o u l d  be a f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  t o  t h e  

h o s p i t a l . ^

The l a s t  c l a s s  a t  Mercy  C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g  b e g a n
35t h e  s c h o o l  t e rm of  1969-1970 w i t h  s i x t y - t w o  s t u d e n t s ,
C £

a n d  g r a d u a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s  w e r e  h e l d  on J u n e  6 , 1 9 70 .  

The  o l d e s t  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  t h e n  

c l o s e d  i t s  d o r r s ,  e n d i n g  a s i x t y - s e v e n  y e a r  t r a d i t i o n  of  

p r o v i d i n g  San D i e g o  w i t h  we 1 1 - t r a i n e d , p r o f e s s i o n a l  

n u r s e s .
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CHAPTER V

N o t e s

 ̂M. A. S h e r i d a n ,  . . . And Some Fe 1 1 on Good G r o u n d . Â 
H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Me r cy  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  and  
A r i z o n a  (New York:  C a r l t o n  P r e s s ,  1982) ,  p.  20.

^ I b i d . ,  p .  23.
« ■ >
J S i s t e r  M. X a v e r i u s  O ' D o n og hu e ,  M o t h e r  V i n c e n t  

W h i t t y  ( A u s t r a l i a :  M e l b o u r n e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1972) ,  p. 
13.

^ I b i d . ,  p .  13.

^ I b i d . ,  p . 24.

^ A t  C o r k ,  t h e y  w e r e  j o i n e d  by f i v e  P r e s e n t a t i o n  
S i s t e r s ,  who h a d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  m i s s i o n  when F a t h e r  
G a l l a g h e r  c o u l d  n o t  s e c u r e  a s econd  group  of  S i s t e r s  of  
Mercy .  The P r e s e n t a t i o n  S i s t e r s  s a i l e d  t o  New York w i t h  
them,  where  t h e  Mercy S i s t e r s  r ema i n e d  f o r  a t i m e .  The 
P r e s e n t a t i o n  S i s t e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  b e f o r e  
t h e m .  The  Me r c y  S i s t e r s  w e r e  j o i n e d  i n  New Y o rk  by a 
g r o u p  o f  N o t r e  Dame S i s t e r s ,  a n d  t r a v e l e d  t o  S a n  
F r a n c i s c o  i n  t h e i r  company.

^ S h e r i d a n ,  p .  62 .

^ S h e r i d a n ,  p .  200 .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Mor a  t o  M o t h e r  Mary  M i c h a e l  
Cummings,  San Di ego ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  June  5, 1899.  A r c h i v e s  
o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

■'■^Sheridan, p .  201.

^ F a t h e r  U b a c h  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  b e c o m e  r a t h e r  
a l i e n a t e d  when Mot he r  M. M i c h a e l  t o o k  s t e p s  t o  h a v e  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  move h a d  b e e n  
a p p r o v e d  by B i s h o p  M o ra .  See  S h e r i d a n ,  p.  2 0 3 ,  who 
s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c a s e  o f  t h e  " . . . p e c u l i a r  i n ­
t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t e s  a s  
h e l d  by t h i s  f r o n t i e r  p a s t o r  whose  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was  s o  
e x t e n s i v e  t h a t  he seemed t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a 
b i s h o p ;  o r ,  a t  l e a s t  he c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  t h e  a r b i t e r  
o f  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s . . . " .  A l t h o u g h  F a t h e r

182
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Ubach found  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  h a r d  t o  t a k e ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  
s o u g h t  t o  i m p r o v e  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  he e n d e d  h i s  d a y s  a t  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i t h  k i n d  f e e l i n g s  t o wa r d  t hem.

^ S t . J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s  
M i n u t e  Book ,  San  D i e g o ,  CA, 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 2  a n d  1 9 2 3 - 1 9 3 2 .  
A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

•*-^This was a l s o  t h e  y e a r  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  f i r s t  n u r s e  
p r a c t i c e  a c t .

^ T h e  g r a d u a t e s  were :  S i s t e r s  M. G a b r i e l  G a r d i n e r ,
M. de  P a z z i  Boyd ,  M. E v a n g e l i s t  C o n do n ,  M. G e n e v i e v e  
G r i f f i n ,  M. A n g e l a  C o o n e y ,  M. R E g i s  B y r n e ,  M. X a v i e r  
M u r r a y ,  M. Agnes  N e v i l l e ,  M. C a m i l l u s  L y n c h ,  a n d  M. 
S e r a p h i n e  F a r r e l l .  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g
S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s  M i n u t e  Book San  D i e g o ,  CA, 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 2  
a n d  1 9 2 3 - 1 9 3 2 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  
B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

1 5 I b i d .

^ 1 9 5 3  C l a s s  y e a r b o o k ,  G o l d e n  J u b i l e e  E d i c t i o n ,  
Mercy C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g .

I  b i  d . M i s s  M u r p h y  w a s  t o  e n j o y  a l o n g  a n d
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  n u r s i n g  c a r e e r .  The y e a r b o ok  a l s o  l i s t s  
M e r c y  n u r s e s  t h a t  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  d u r i n g  
'World War I I  and s i n c e .

^ San Diego U n i o n . J a n u a r y  1,  1918.

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mother  M. M i c h a e l  Cummings t o  B i s ho p  
C a n t w e l l ,  S e p t e m b e r  12 ,  1 9 1 8 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi shop  C a n t w e l l  t o  Mother  M. M i c h a e l  
Cummi ngs ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 91 8 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. Thomas  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
A p r i l  7,  1936 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

S t . J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s  
M i n u t e  Book ,  San  D i e g o ,  CA, 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 2  a n d  1 9 2 3 - 1 9 3 2 .  
A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

2 ^ 1 9 3 0  C l a s s  Y e a r b o o k .  M e r c y  H o s p i t a l  S c h o o l  o f  
N u r s i n g .  M i s s  J e s s i c a  R y l e  h a d  h e l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f rom 1926 t o  1929.

2^1970 C l a s s  Yearbook ,  Mercy C o l l e g e  of  N u r s i n g ,  p.
44 .

^ 1 9 3 1  C l a s s  Y e a r b o o k ,  M e r cy  H o s p i t a l  S c h o o l  o f

m , :
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N u r s i n g ,  p .  25 .  A l s o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  y e a r b o o k ,  g r e a t  
p r o g r e s s  had been  made i n  t h e  l a t e  1920’s i n  r a i s i n g  t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y ;  i . e . ,  s y s t e m a t i z i n g  a n d  s t a n d a r d i z i n g  t h e  
c l a s s r o o m  m a t e r i a l .

3  ̂  S t . J o s e p h ’s H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s  
M i n u t e  B o o k ,  San  D i e g o ,  CA, 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 2  a n d  1 9 2 3 - 1 9 3 2 .  
A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

3^ 1 953 C l a s s  Yea r book ,  Go 1 den J u b i l e e  E d i t i o n ,  Mercy 
C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g .

3^1947 C l a s s  Y e a r b o o k ,  Mercy C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g .

3^1970 C l a s s  Y ea r bo o k ,  Mercy C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g .

3 ®St .  J o s e p h ’ s H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s  
C o r p o r a t i o n  P a p e r s ,  1905- 1969 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  
o f  Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

3 1 I b i d .

33Memorandum f rom S i s t e r  H e l e n e  M a r i e  t o  S i s t e r  M. 
P l a c i d a ,  May 18 ,  1 9 6 7 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f
Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

3 3 M i n u t e s ,  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  M e r c y  C o l l e g e  o f  
N u r s i n g ,  N o v e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 6 7 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  
Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

3 4 I b i d .

3 3 M i n u t e s ,  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  Me r cy  C o l l e g e  o f  
N u r s i n g ,  S e p t e mb er  6 , 1969.  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  of  
Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

3 ^ M i n u t e s ,  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  M e r c y  C o l l e g e  o f  
N u r s i n g ,  May 29 ,  1 9 7 0 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f
Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.
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CHAPTER V I

S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  Blood

and M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey Schoo l

A f t e r  r a i s i n g  a f a m i l y  o f  s i x  c h i l d r e n ,  s i x t y - e i g h t  

y e a r  o l d  Ma r i a  Anna Br unne r  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d  embarked on a 

s e c o n d  c a r e e r .  F o l l o w i n g  a v i s i t  t o  Rome i n  1833,  where

she  r e c e i v e d  an i n s p i r a t i o n  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  of  San N i c o l a ,

F r a u  Br un n e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  Swi s s  h o me l and  r e a d y  t o  pu t  

h e r  p l a n  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  At Loewenbe rg ,  a m e d i e v a l  c a s t l e  

s e t  h i g h  on a m o u n t a i n  a b o v e  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  S c h l e u i s ,  

M a r i a  Anna Brunner  e s t a b l i s h e d  a new r e l i g i o u s  communi ty 

f o r  women, t h e  S i s t e r s  of  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l ood . ^

F o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  i n  h e r  l i f e ,  F r a u  B r u n n e r  b e ­

came t h e  mot he r  of  a l a r g e  f a m i l y  and t h e  s i m p l e ,  humble  

communi ty which she  founded  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  s i z e  

u n d e r  h e r  p i o u s  and l o v i n g  e x a m p l e .  The o r i g i n a l  aim of  

t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  was t o  g i v e  p r a i s e  and  h o n o r  t o  t h e  

P r e c i o u s  Bl ood  of  t h e  S a v i o r ,  t h r o u g h  p r a y e r  and c o n t i n ­

u a l  a d o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t .  W i t h i n  a s h o r t  

t i m e ,  t h e  c a s t l e  a t  L o e w e n b e r g  a l s o  b e c a me  a h o u s e  o f  

r e f u g e  f o r  o r p h a n s ,  where  Mothe r  B r un ne r  f u l l y  t r a i n e d  

and e d u c a t e d  t h e  young g i r l s .

From t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  was  a B e n e d i c t i n e  monk,  R e v e r e n d  F r a n c i s  de

185
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S a l e s  B r u n n e r ,  M o t h e r  B r u n n e r ' s  e l d e s t  s o n .  F a t h e r  

B r un n e r  was g r e a t l y  i m p r e s s e d  by h i s  m o t h e r ' s  f o u n d a t i o n  

a nd  q u i c k l y  e n v i s i o n e d  many f i e l d s  o f  l a b o r  f o r  t h e  

S i s t e r s .  A f t e r  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  1836,  F a t h e r  Brun­

n e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

B l o o d  f o r  a n o t h e r  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s .  I n  1 8 3 8 ,  he  r e ­

c e i v e d  p a p a l  d i s p e n s a t i o n  f rom h i s  f o r me r  m o n a s t i c  vows 

i n  o r d e r  t h a t  he  c o u l d  b ecome  a M i s s i o n a r y  o f  t h e  P r e ­

c i o u s  B l o o d .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  he  o p e n e d  a s e m i n a r y  

t o  t r a i n  p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

Bl ood  a t  C a s t l e  Loewenberg .

Me anwhi l e ,  B i shop  P u r c e l l  of  t h e  See o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  

O h i o ,  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  was  b e g g i n g  f o r  E u r o p e a n  

m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  come t o  t h e  a i d  o f  h i s  g r o w i n g  f l o c k .  

On a t r i p  o v e r s e a s  f o r  r e c r u i t s  i n  1 8 4 3 ,  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  

e f f o r t s  were  f i n a l l y  r e w a r d e d .  F a t h e r  Br u n n e r  i n  S w i t z ­

e r l a n d  h e a r d  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  

many German i m m i g r a n t s  i n  Oh i o  and  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g a n  

t a k i n g  a c t i o n .  A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f r om  Rome, 

F a t h e r  Br u n n e r  and a dozen  o t h e r  m a l e s  f rom t h e  Congre ­

g a t i o n  s e t  o u t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O h i o .  They  a r r i v e d  a t  

t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  end o f  1843.

I n  J u l y  o f  1 8 4 4 ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  

P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  t r a v e l e d  o v e r s e a s  t o  j o i n  t h e i r  p r o ­

v i n c i a l  i n  O h i o ,  F a t h e r  B r u n n e r .  The t h r e e  p i o n e e r s  

i n c l u d e d  M o t h e r  Mary Ann A l b r e c h t ,  S i s t e r  R o s a l i e  an d  

S i s t e r  M a r t i n a  D i s c h .  Two w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  

t h e  S i s t e r s  w e r e  w a r m l y  w e l c o m e d  by B i s h o p  P u r c e l l  o f
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t h e  See  o f  O h i o ,  who e n c o u r a g e d  t h e m  t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r

e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  w e s t e r n  Ohio ,  where t h e  need
2

f o r  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  was t h e  g r e a t e s t .

The " c r a d l e "  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  communi ty was c e n t e r e d  

i n  New R e i g e l ,  O h i o ,  w h e r e  t h e i r  c o n v e n t  was c o m p l e t e d  

by t h e  end of  1844.  Sunday c a t e c h i s m  c l a s s e s  commenced
O

i m m e d i a t e l y ,  and a c o n v e n t  s c h o o l  was soon opened.  By 

J une  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  membersh ip  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  of  

t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  i n  A m e r i c a  h ad  i n c r e a s e d  t o  t w e n t y -  

f i v e . ^  F o u n d a t i o n s  w e r e  s o o n  o p e n e d  i n  n o r t h e r n ,  c e n ­

t r a l  and w e s t e r n  Ohio ,  and t h e  communi ty o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

B l o o d  was o f f  t o  a good b e g i n n i n g  i n  Amer ica .

The o p e n i n g  o f  new c o n v e n t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a s h o r t a g e  

of  h e l p  a t  each  p a r t i c u l a r  f o u n d a t i o n ,  and Mother  Mary 

Ann A l b r e c h t  was s e n t  back  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d  t o  e n l i s t  more 

c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  m i s s i o n s .  I n  1 8 4 7 ,  s h e  

b r o u g h t  a g roup  of  t w e n t y - t h r e e  p e r s o n s  t o  Amer ica ,  and 

t h e  n e x t  y e a r  she  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t h i r t y - f i v e  more members 

f o r  t h e  S i s t e r h o o d  a n d  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

B l o o d .  The m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e ­

c i o u s  Blood was a l s o  g r e a t l y  augmented  be tween t h e  y e a r s  

1 8 4 9 - 1 8 5 5  by c a n d i d a t e s  t h a t  F a t h e r  B r u n n e r  r e c r u i t e d  

d u r i n g  h i s  many Eur opea n  t r i p s . ^

The n a t i v e  t o n g u e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  was  no h a n d i c a p  i n  

t e a c h i n g  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s ,  s i n c e  German was g e n e r a l l y  

s p o k e n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  Ohio  d u r i n g  t h o s e  

d a y s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a t t e m p t s  by many o f  t h e

■ R ' /
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t e a c h e r s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  e v e n

t hough  i t  was y e a r s  b e f o r e  E n g l i s h  became t h e  medium of

i n s t r u c t i o n  n a t i o n w i d e .  E f f o r t s  were  a l s o  made f rom t h e

s t a r t  t o  p r o v i d e  some s y s t e m a t i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  S i s -
£

t e r s  who w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t e a c h .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

no r ma l  b r a n c h e s  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  m u s i c ,  a r t ,  e m b r o i d e r y  and 

o t h e r  h a n d i c r a f t s  were  a dded  t o  t h e  e a r l y  t e a c h e r - t r a i n ­

i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  of  t h e  S i s t e r s .

The C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  t h o u g h ,  was n o t  s t r i c t l y  d e v o t e d  

t o  t e a c h i n g .  S i s t e r s  n o t  e n g a g e d  i n  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n  

were g a i n f u l l y  employed  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  such  

a s  g a r d e n i n g  and  w e a v i n g ,  so  t h a t  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  b e ­

came p r a c t i c a l l y  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g .  The S i s t e r s  a l s o  t o o k  

i n  a n u m b e r  o f  o r p h a n s  a t  e a c h  f o u n d a t i o n ,  w h e r e  t h e y  

gave  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t h o r o u g h  t r a i n i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

e m p h a s i s  p l a c e d  on r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n .  By t h i s  t i m e ,  

t o o ,  a b l a c k  r e l i g i o u s  h a b i t  h a d  b e e n  a d o p t e d  f o r  t h e  

S i s t e r s  t o  w e a r ,  w h i c h  was  s o me w h a t  s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r  

S i s t e r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  

S w i t z e r l a n d  s t i l l  wore t h e  s i m p l e ,  p e a s a n t  d r e s s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  i n  Oh i o  and  I n d i a n a  b r o u g h t  

new p r o b l e m s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The 

C o n g r e g a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  

g r o u p s :  P r i e s t s ,  S i s t e r s  a n d  B r o t h e r s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y

l i v e d  a p a r t ,  a l l  w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same i m m e d i a t e  

a u t h o r i t y ,  p o s s e s s e d  goods  i n  common, and were  m u t u a l l y
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d e p e n d e n t  on e a c h  o t h e r .  E a c h  c o n v e n t  h a d  a s u p e r i o r ­

e s s ,  b u t  h e r  p o we r  was  m i n i m a l ;  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  r e s t e d  

w i t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  F a t h e r  B r u n n e r ,  a n d  h i s  c o u n c i l .  

B i c k e r i n g  and u n r e s t  soon l e d  t o  t h e  need t o  c o m p l e t e l y  

s e v e r  t h e  t i e s  be t we e n  t h e  S i s t e r s  and t h e  men.

I n  1887,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f f i c i a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  f rom t h e  

F a t h e r s  and B r o t h e r s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

B l o o d ,  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  a s e l f - s u b s i s t i n g  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A C o n s i t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f o r m  o f  

s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  was drawn up,  and a p p r o v e d  by A r c h b i s h o p  

E l d e r .  The p r e l a t e  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  a method o f  e l e c t i n g  

a c h a p t e r  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n .  Mo t he r  Kunigunda ,  

who had been t h e  s u p e r i o r e s s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  a t  t h e  

m o t h e r h o u s e  a t  New R e i g e l  f o r  a l m o s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  d e ­

s i r e d  a c o a d j u t r i x ,  and S i s t e r  L u d o v i c  S c h a r f  was c o n s e ­

q u e n t l y  e l e c t e d  a s  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  M o t h e r  G e n e r a l  on 

J u l y  27,  1887. 7

An e d u c a t i o n a l  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  o c c u r r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r ,  1 8 8 8 ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  wi sdom o f  S i s t e r  C e c i l i a  La n g ,  

who h a d  b e e n  e l e c t e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l .  

S i s t e r  C e c i l i a ,  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  n o r ma l  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  

S i s t e r s  i n  t h e  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  was  d e e p l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  h e r  t e a c h ­

e r s ,  and i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  improvement  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  unde r  

t h e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d .  She 

was  i n t e n t  upon  k e e p i n g  h e r  t e a c h e r s  a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  

c u r r e n t  t e a c h i n g  me t hods ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  some o f  t h e
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S i s t e r s  t a u g h t  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  where  t h e y  had t o  meet  

s t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

F o r e s e e i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  would e v e n t u a l l y  

be made b o t h  by s t a t e  and d i o c e s a n  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  

S i s t e r  C e c i l i a  d e c i d e d  t o  s e n d  two S i s t e r s  t o  t h e  

Academy o f  S t .  Mary  o f  t h e  Woods i n  I n d i a n a  t o  t a k e  

a d v a n c e d  c o u r s e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  f rom t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  P r o v i ­

de nc e .  A f t e r  one y e a r ,  t h e  two S i s t e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e l p  

S i s t e r  C e c i l i a  t e a c h  i n  t h e  no rma l  s c h o o l .  S i s t e r  C e c i ­

l i a  a l s o  d e v i s e d  a u n i f o r m  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  t o  be  u s e d  i n  

a l l  t h e  s c h o o l s  t a u g h t  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

B l o o d .  Such a p r o j e c t  was made i m p e r a t i v e  by an a r t i c l e  

of  t h e  newly  a p p r o v e d  R u l e s  which  c a l l e d  f o r  u n i f o r m i t y  

i n  s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  p l a n  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  and t e a c h i n g  

method.® In t h e  summer of  1889,  more t h a n  f i f t y  s c h o o l  

t e a c h e r s  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  m o t h e r h o u s e  t o  make 

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  new c o u r s e  o f  

s t u d y ,  and  t o  work  o u t  t h e  f i n a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p l a n  p u t  

t o g e t h e r  by S i s t e r  C e c i l i a .

Tremendous  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  communi ty was made u n d e r  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  Mother  L u d o v i c a ,  d u r i n g  h e r  t e rm 

a s  c o a d j u t r i x  w i t h  M o t h e r  K u n i g u n d a ,  and  a s  S u p e r i o r  

G e n e r a l  a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  d e a t h .  L a r g e  b u i l d i n g  p r o ­

j e c t s  were  u n d e r t a k e n  un d e r  h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 

new m o t h e r h o us e  and n o rm a l  s c h o o l  a t  Mar i a  S t e i n ,  Ohio.  

The membership  o f  t h e  communi ty a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  m a r k e d l y .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  S i s t e r s ’ s p h e r e  of  a c t i v i t y  i n  s c h o o l s  

grew w i d e r  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .  R e q u e s t s  t o  t e a c h  were  made
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f rom d i s t a n t  c i t i e s  f o r  S i s t e r s  c f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l oo d .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Mothe r  L u d o v i c a ' s  h e a l t h  g r a d u a l l y

f a i l e d ,  an d  h e r  d o c t o r  f i n a l l y  a d v i s e d  t h a t  s h e  s p e n d

some t i m e  i n  s u n n y  C a l i f o r n i a .  A c c o m p a n i e d  by S i s t e r

Emma N u n l i s t ,  Mothe r  L u d o v i c a  l e f t  i n  J u l y  o f  1896 f o r

B a n n i n g ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e r e  F a t h e r  F l o r i a n  Ha h n ,  o f  t h e

C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l oo d ,  d i r e c t e d  a b o a r d i n g

s c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s .  F a t h e r  Hahn a nd  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .

J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e  [ S e e  CHAPTER I V ]

g a v e  t h e  v i s i t o r s  a r o y a l  w e l c o m e ,  a n d  t h e  two S i s t e r s
g

r e ma i n e d  f o r  an  e n t i r e  y e a r .

I n  189 9 ,  S i s t e r  Emma N u n l i s t ,  who ha d  a c c o m p a n i e d  

Mothe r  L u d o v i c a  t o  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  and was o b v i o u s l y  

i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  c l i m a t e ,  was e l e c t e d  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  

f o r  a t e r m  o f  s i x  y e a r s ,  a n d  i n  1911 was  e l e c t e d  f o r  

a n o t h e r  t e rm.  I t  was u nd e r  h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  moved  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n  1 9 0 3 ,  M o t h e r  Emma 

r e c e i v e d  an u r g e n t  c a l l  f rom F a t h e r  N o v a t u s  B e n z i n g ,  a 

F r a n c i s c a n  p r i e s t  i n  P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n a .  He had p r e v i o u s ­

l y  been  t u r n e d  down by s i x t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s  com­

m u n i t i e s  o f  women t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  h i s  two s c h o o l s  i n  

P h o e n i x ;  t o  h i s  s u r p r i s e ,  M o t h e r  Emma a c c e p t e d  t h e  

m i s s i o n s . ^  The p i o n e e r  band of  S i s t e r s  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  

k i n d  S i s t e r s  o f  Me r c y  i n  P h o e n i x  u n t i l  t h e i r  own r e s i ­

dence  was r e a d y  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h a t  c i t y .

I n  1 9 1 2 ,  a n e w  p r o g r a m  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e
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p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  f o r  r a i s i n g  

t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  u n d e r  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  

P r e c i o u s  Blood was b r ou g h t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  T h i s  was i n t r o ­

d u c e d  by S i s t e r  A n g e l i n e  B e t z ,  d i r e c t r e s s  o f  s c h o o l s ,  

who h a d  f i r s t h a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  m e t h o d s ,  

t e a c h e r s '  s t a n d a r d s  and  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  The  f i r s t  s t e p  

was  t o  make a f u l l  f o u r - y e a r  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e  a s  a 

p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  n o r m a l  s c h o o l  t r a i n i n g . ^  I n  a few 

y e a r s ,  t h e  m o t h e r h o u s e  a t  M a r i a  S t e i n  h a d  a f i r s t - r a t e  

h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s ,  w h i c h  was  g r a n t e d  s t a t e  

r e c o g n i t i o n .

I n  1913,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Amer i ca  i n v i t e d  

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  t o  a c q u i r e  c o l l e g e  

d e g r e e s .  S i s t e r  A n g e l i n e  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n t  f o u r  S i s t e r s  

t o  a t t e n d  summer s c h o o l  t h e r e .  The n e x t  y e a r ,  s i x  more 

S i s t e r s  were s e n t  t o  S t .  X a v i e r ' s  C o l l e g e  i n  C i n c i n n a t i ,  

a n d  e v e r y  y e a r  f r o m t h e n  o n ,  a few S i s t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  

c o l l e g e  t o  r e c e i v e  d e g r e e s .  S i s t e r  was a l s o  d e t e r m i n e d  

t o  h a v e  t h e  Normal  Schoo l  a t  t h e  m o t he r  h o u s e  a p p r o v e d  

by t h e  Ohio S t a t e  Depar t men t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  I n  c o n j u n c t ­

i o n  w i t h  S i s t e r  R o s a l i e  A l t ,  t h e  n o r m a l  s c h o o l  was 

u p g r a d e d  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  and i n  1919,  i t  was o f f i c i a l l y  

a p p r o v e d  by t h e  s t a t e .

S i s t e r  A n g e l i n e  d id  n o t  n e g l e c t  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  

t h e  s c h o o l s  on t h e  m i s s i o n s .  She a n d  M o t h e r  Emma 

v i s i t e d  P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n a ,  i n  N o ve m b e r  o f  1912 ,  a few 

months  a f t e r  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  had become t h e  f o r t y - e i g h t h  

s t a t e  o f  t h e  U n i o n .  W h i l e  M o t h e r  Emma and  S i s t e r

W t'i* '
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A n g e l i n e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  

F a t h e r  P e t e r  W a l l i s c h e c k ,  O.F.M. ,  t o  M i s s i o n  San  L u i s  

Rey i n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s c h o o l  t h e r e . M o t h e r  Emma a c c e p t e d  

F a t h e r  P e t e r ' s  i n v i t a t i o n ,  an d  s h e  a n d  S i s t e r  A n g e l i n e  

w en t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  p r o s p e c t s  a t  San L u i s  Rey.

M i s s i o n  S a n  L u i s  Rey de  F r a n c i a  was  o n e  o f  t h e  l a s t

o f  t h e  t w e n t y - o n e  m i s s i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .

F a t h e r  A n t o n i o  P e y r i  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  m i s s i o n  on J u n e  13,

1798 i n  o r d e r  t o  f i l l  t h e  gap b e t w e e n  M i s s i o n  San Diego
1 ^d e  A l c a l a  a n d  M i s s i o n  San  J u a n  C a p i s t r a n o .  I t  h a d  a 

v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  b e g i n n i n g ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o g r e s s  

r e m a r k a b l y  f o r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  d y n a m i c  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  F a t h e r  P e y r i ,  u n t i l  t h e  a c t  o f  s e c u l a r i z a ­

t i o n  i n  1832 f o r c e d  him t o  l e a v e .

M i s s i o n  San  L u i s  Rey was  l e f t  t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e  f o r  

s i x t y  y e a r s .  T h e n ,  i n  1 8 9 2 ,  t wo  M e x i c a n  F r a n c i s c a n s  

came upon i t s  r u i n s  and r e s o l v e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s em i n a r y  

t h e r e  f o r  t h e i r  Z a c a t e c a n  s t u d e n t s .  F a t h e r  J o s e p h  

O ' K e e f e ,  O.F.M. ,  was  a p p o i n t e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  an d  

c u s t o m s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  Twenty y e a r s  l a t e r ,  F a t h e r  P e t e r  

W a l l i s c h e c k ,  O.F.M. ,  R e c t o r  o f  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  C o l l e g e  i n  

S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  was  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  M i s s i o n  San  L u i s  

R e y . - ^  F a t h e r  P e t e r  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  F r a n c i s c a n  p r i e s t s  

h e l d  c a t e c h i s m  c l a s s e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  [ S e e  F i g u r e  3 2 ] ,  bu t  

F a t h e r  P e t e r ' s  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  was t h a t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a t

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



1 9 4

F i g u r e  32 .
F a t h e r  P e t e r  W a l l i s c h e c k ,  O . F . M. ,  and F i r s t  Communion 

s t u d e n t s  a t  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey,  1908.
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  P r e c i o u s  Blood
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t h e  d e s o l a t e  and  q u i e t  m i s s i o n  a day  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  

young  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  a n d  a b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  

f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  f a r m e r s  t h a t  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a n c i e n t  m i s s i o n  d i s t r i c t .

He p r o p o s e d  h i s  p l a n  t o  t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  Thomas  

J .  C o n a t y  o f  t h e  Los  A n g e l e s  D i o c e s e .  B i s h o p  C o n a t y ,  

who p u t  e d u c a t i o n  h i g h  on h i s  l i s t  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  

d i o c e s e ,  g a v e  f u l l  a p p r o v a l .  He d o u b t e d ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  

any S i s t e r s  wou ld  be f a v o r a b l y  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  

o f  a s c h o o l  i n  s u c h  a r e m o t e  d i s t r i c t .  He a l s o  f e l t  

t h a t  t h e r e  would  be a l a c k  o f  p u p i l s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  Mothe r  Emma a l s o  f e l t  i t  was a most  u n l i k e l y  p l a c e  

t o  b e g i n  a s c h o o l ,  t h e  h a l l o w e d  s p o t  and  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  

c l i m a t e  t r i g g e r e d  h e r  p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e .  She a g r e e d  t o  

s end  a group of  S i s t e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S ep t e mber  t o  open 

a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  s u i t a b l e  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  

would  be r e a d y . ^

In  t h e  summer o f  1913,  f o u r  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  

B l ood  a r r i v e d  a t  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey t o  o v e r s e e  p r e p a r ­

a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l :  S i s t e r  M. E l e c t a ,  M. R o s e l l a ,  M.

Ro s amu n d a  and M. A t t a l a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  f o u n d  no 

s i g n s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a m e a g e r  f o u n d a t i o n  

b a r e l y  showing a b o v e  t h e  d i r t .  The S i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  

F a t h e r  P e t e r  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be h o p e l e s s  t o  t r y  a n d  o p e n  a 

s c h o o l  by S e p t e mb e r .  F e a r i n g  t h e  S i s t e r s  would  l e a v e ,  

F a t h e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e c u r e d  workmen t o  r a i s e  t h e  f o u r  

w a l l s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  c o n n e c t  i t  t o  an  o l d  a d o b e  

s t a b l e .  The  a d o b e  s t a b l e  w o u l d  s e r v e  a s  t h e  r e s i d e n t
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boys '  d o r m i t o r y  [See  F i g u r e  3 3 ] .

On Augus t  20,  S i s t e r  A n n e t t a  S c h n e i d e r  a r r i v e d  f rom 

P h o e n i x  t o  become t h e  f i r s t  s u p e r i o r e s s  o f  t h e  new 

m i s s i o n .  A p h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  i n  1913  s h o w s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

group  o f  S i s t e r s  s t a n d i n g  i n  f r o n t  of  s c h o o l ,  which was 

u n d e r g o i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  [ S e e  F i g u r e  3 4 ] .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  g r o u p  o f  S i s t e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  M i d w e s t ,  

l e a v i n g  S i s t e r  M. Rosamunda and S i s t e r  M. A nn e t t a .  They 

were  soon  j o i n e d  by two o t h e r  S i s t e r s  f rom Ohio,  S i s t e r s  

M. H i l d a  an d  M. D e c i m a .  M e a n w h i l e ,  F a t h e r  D o m i n i c  

G a l l a r d o ,  a s s i s t a n t  t o  F a t h e r  P e t e r ,  made v i s i t s  t h r o u g h  

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  r e c r u i t  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  new C a t h o l i c  

s c h o o l  t h a t  was n e a r  c o m p l e t i o n  [See  F i g u r e  35] .  C h i l d ­

r e n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  l o c a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  were  a l s o  i n v i t e d  

t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e r e .

On S e p t e m b e r  8 , 1 9 1 3 ,  San  L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l  

o f f i c i a l l y  o p e n e d . ^  The f i r s t  s i x  b o a r d e r s  were j o i n e d  

s e v e r a l  w e e k s  l a t e r  by f i v e  m o r e .  A t o t a l  of  t h i r t y -  

t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  had been  e n r o l l e d  by m i d - Se p t e m b e r ,  and 

by t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  f i f t y  c h i l d r e n ,  b o y s  a nd  

g i r l s ,  w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  f i r s t  y e a r ,  

F a t h e r  P e t e r ,  who a l m o s t  s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y  had  made h i s  

d r e a m  a r e a l i t y ,  was  t r a n s f e r r e d  e l s e w h e r e .  F a t h e r  

Dominic  G a l l a r d o  r e p l a c e d  him a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

i n  M a r c h ,  191 4 .  A p h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  

a r r i v a l  d e p i c t s  F a t h e r  Dominic  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  o f  

San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S ch o o l  [See  F i g u r e  3 6 ] ,
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F i g u r e  33 .
Adobe s t a b l e  p r i o r  t o  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  b o y s '  

d o r m i t o r y ,  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey,  1913.  
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  of  P r e c i o u s  Blood
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F i g u r e  34 .
O r i g i n a l  g r o u p  of  S i s t e r s ,  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey,  1913.  
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San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l  and S i s t e r s ,  1913.  
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F i g u r e  36 .
F i r s t  s t u d e n t  body ,  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,  

19131914;  S i s t e r  A n n e t t a  ( l e f t )  and F a t h e r  Dominic 
G a l l a r d o ,  O.F.M.  ( c e n t e r ) .

C r e d i t ;  S i s t e r s  o f  P r e c i o u s  Blood
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From i t s  humble  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  l i t t l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

t h r i v e d  r e m a r k a b l y .  I n s t e a d  of  a l a c k  o f  p u p i l s ,  t h e r e  

was  s o o n  an  a b s o l u t e  l a c k  o f  s p a c e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a l l  

t h o s e  who a p p l i e d .  An unus ed  c r e a m e r y ,  l o c a t e d  a s h o r t  

d i s t a n c e  f rom t h e  s c h o o l  was d o n a t e d  by Mr. F l e t c h e r  of  

San  D i e g o  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  u s e .  T h i s  m i l k - h o u s e  [ S e e  

F i g u r e  3 7 ]  was  r e l o c a t e d  e a s t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  

r e m o d e l e d ,  and c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  c l a s s r o o m s .

The s e c ond  s c h o o l  y e a r  w i t n e s s e d  a d o u b l i n g  i n  en ­

r o l l m e n t  f rom t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  A new s i s t e r  a l s o  a r ­

r i v e d  f o r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  1914 t e r m ,  S i s t e r  Mary Li oba ,  

who would  spend  t h e  n e x t  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  t e a c h ­

i n g  a nd  a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  a t  t h e  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  

S c h o o l .  One o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h a t  y e a r  was t h e  

f o r m a l  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  on November  14,  1914.

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 1 5 ,  more  t h a n  f o r t y  b o a r d e r s  and  

t h i r t y  day s t u d e n t s  were  r e g i s t e r e d . ^  T h i s  emboldened 

t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  add  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  g o a l  

was a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  two k i n d  b e n e f a c ­

t o r s ,  Mr.  J e r o m e  O ' N e i l  o f  t h e  S a n t a  M a r g a r i t a  Ranch ,  

an d  Mr s .  Van K i l s d o n k .  T h a t  y e a r ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  

w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c r e a m e r y ,  w h e r e  S i s t e r  

Mary R o s i n a  f i l l e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  The 

n e x t  f ew y e a r s  saw o t h e r  s i s t e r s  t e a c h i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  

c o u r s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  S i s t e r s  M. I g n a t i a ,  M. C o n s a l v a ,  M. 

C o r t i l l i a ,  M. R e d e m p t a  an d  M. C o n c o r d i a .  J u n e ,  191 9 ,  

marked t h e  f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n  a t  San Lui s  Rey 

M i s s i o n  S c h o o l .

■kT
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F i g u r e  37 .
M i l k h o us e  p r i o r  t o  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  c l a s s r o o m s  o f  

San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1913.  
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  P r e c i o u s  Blood
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A f t e r  b e i n g  gone  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  d u r i n g  wh i ch  t i m e  

t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  was  a d d e d ,  F a t h e r  D o m i n i c  r e t u r n e d  t o  

t h e  s c h o o l  i n  1919.  He i m m e d i a t e l y  began  making  n e c e s ­

s a r y  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  The S i s t e r s  r e s i d e n c e  was r e n o v a t e d ,  

a t w o - s t o r y  a d o b e  b u i l d i n g  was  e r e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a 

d i n i n g  r oom a n d  g i r l s '  d o r m i t o r y ,  a n d  a b u i l d i n g  was  

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c r e a m e r y  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  s c h o o l .  The

g e n e r o u s  Mr.  J e rome  O ' Ne i l  a l s o  b u i l t  a t w o - s t o r y  f r ame
1 fts t r u c t u r e  t o  s e r v e  a s  a b o y s ’ d o r m i t o r y  [ S e e  F i g u r e  

3 8 ] .  T h e s e  new s t r u c t u r e s  e n a b l e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  a d m i t  

an  e v e r - g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  many o f  whom came 

f rom l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .

N i n e  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 3 0 ' s  came 

f r o m  Yuma,  A r i z o n a .  A l l  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  l a r g e ,  s e v e n ­

t e e n  member P o o l  f a m i l y .  One member o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  now 

a s e v e n t y - e i g h t  y e a r  o l d  s e m i - r e t i r e d  S i s t e r ,  S i s t e r  M. 

B e r t i n a ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  1922,  g r a d u a t e d  i n  1924,  

a n d  t h e n  e n t e r e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

t h a t  h a d  s o  t o u c h e d  a n d  i n s p i r e d  h e r  d u r i n g  h e r  h i g h  

s c h o o l  y e a r s .  An i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  M. B e r t i n a ^  

r e v e a l e d  many h i s t o r i c a l  p i e c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  

e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l .  She r e t a i n s  

ma ny  f o n d  m e m o r i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  

c o u n t r y s i d e ,  w h i c h  a t  t h a t  t i m e  f e a t u r e d  o n l y  g e n t l e ,  

r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  and a g r o c e r y  s t o r e .

S i s t e r  M. B e r t i n a ^ ®  a l s o  r e c a l l s  b e i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  

i n  v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s  s u c h  a s  a l g e b r a ,  E n g l i s h ,  a n c i e n t
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F i g u r e  38.
San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  a c r o s s  from 

m i s s i o n ,  19201927 .  B u i l d i n g  i n  f r o n t  was b o ys '  
d o r m i t o r y  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .
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h i s t o r y ,  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  L a t i n ,  German  ( a n  e l e c t i v e ) ,  

B a l t i m o r e  c a t e c h i s m  and b i b l e  h i s t o r y .  The c u r r i c u l u m  

a l s o  i n c l u d e d  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  s c i e n c e ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  

F r e n c h .  R e l i g i o n  c l a s s e s  were  t a u g h t  by t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  

p r i e s t s ;  S i s t e r  B e r t i n a  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  f rom F a t h e r  

Dominic  o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  F a t h e r  R a p h a e l .

F o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  who w e r e  a l w a y s  v e r y  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  d r o v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

on S a t u r d a y s  t o  p i c n i c s  o r  t o  t h e  b e a c h .  F i g u r e  39 

shows a g r oup  o f  c h i l d r e n  on t h e i r  way t o  " J e r ome  O’N e i l  

P i c n i c . "  The p r i e s t s  a l s o  j o i n e d  i n  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  i n  t e n n i s  m a t c h e s ,  c r o q u e t  o r  b a s k e t b a l l  games.  

C h u r c h  h o l i d a y s  a n d  l e g a l  h o l i d a y s  w e r e  a l w a y s  c e l e ­

b r a t e d  w i t h  p r o p e r  r e s p e c t  by t h e  p r i e s t s ,  S i s t e r s  a n d  

s t u d e n t s .  The f e a s t  o f  t h e  Corpus  C h r i s t i  was a l w a y s  a 

s p e c i a l  e v e n t ;  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d r e s s e d  i n  w h i t e ,  a d o r n e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  f l o w e r s  and  had a s o l e m n  p r o c e s s i o n  w i t h  

b e n e d i c t i o n  e v e r y  y e a r  [See  F i g u r e  4 0 ] .  The e x c e l l e n t  

g i r l s  c h o i r ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  S i s t e r  M. L i o b a ,  who 

a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  o r g a n i s t ,  was  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c h o i r  a t  t h e  

m i s s i o n  c h u r c h  f o r  many y e a r s .

An a s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  body  i n  192 3  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  s i x t y  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a t  t h a t  

t i m e  [Se e  F i g u r e  4 1 ] .  A l t h o u g h  t u i t i o n  was a b o u t  $20.00 

f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  p e r  mont h ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  n e v e r  r e f u s e d  a 

p o o r  child.20 The S i s t e r s  s t a f f  i n c l u d e d  S i s t e r s  M. 

A n n e t t a  a n d  M. L i o b a ,  who r o t a t e d  t u r n s  a s  S u p e r i o r ;  

S i s t e r  M. C o r t i l l i a ;  S i s t e r  M. C o n c o r d i a ,  an e x c e l l e n t

M - / :
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F i g u r e  39 .
P i c n i c ,  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,  1922 .  

C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  of  P r e c i o u s  Blood
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F i g u r e  4 0 .
F e a s t  o f  Cho r pu s  C h r i s t i ,  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l .  
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F i g u r e  41 .
S t u d e n t  bod y ,  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,  1923.  

C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  P r e c i o u s  Blood

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



209

a n d  g i f t e d  m u s i c  t e a c h e r  who was  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  

p i a n o ,  v i o l i n  and a c c o r d i a n ;  S i s t e r s  M. R o s a l i n a  and M. 

B e n e d i c t s ,  who t a u g h t  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l ;  S i s t e r  M. 

H a r l e n a ,  t h e  l a u n d r e s s ;  and S i s t e r s  M. F e r d i n a n d s  and M. 

A l b e r t a ,  t h e  two c o c k s .

T h e  s c h o o l  d a y  b e g a n  a t  6 : 4 5  a . m . ,  w h e n  a l l  

s t u d e n t s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  M a s s .  A f t e r  s c h o o l  

h o u r s ,  t h e  b o a r d e r s  had r e g u l a r l y  a s s i g n e d  c h o r e s ,  i n ­

c l u d i n g  c l e a n i n g  t h e  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  w as h i n g ,  i r o n i n g  and 

g a r d e n i n g .  E v e r y  e v e n i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were  a l l  r e q u i r e d  

t o  a t t e n d  a s t u d y  h o u r .

The  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d u r i n g  

t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  When S i s t e r  M. B e r t i n a  P o o l  r e t u r n e d  t o  San 

L u i s  Rey i n  1928  a s  a t e a c h e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  one  

h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s .  One o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  was  t h e  f u t u r e  

S i s t e r  M. L u c i l l e  R o t a n z i .  An i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  M. 

L u c i l l e ^  r e v e a l s  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  r e g i m e n t e d  and d i s ­

c i p l i n e d  l i f e s t y l e ,  i t  was  a  l o t  o f  f u n  t o  l i v e  a t  t h e  

s c h o o l .  S i s t e r  a l s o  r e c a l l s  t h a t  s c h o o l  s t a r t e d  l a t e  i n  

1 9 2 8 ,  due t o  u n f i n i s h e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  new s c h o o l  

b u i l d i n g s .  The  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  A g r e d a ,  

M o t h e r  S u p e r i o r  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ,  

had p u r c h a s e d  p r o p e r t y  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  on w h i c h  i t  was  p l a n n e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  

s c h o o l .  I t  was  o b v i o u s  t h a t  an y  mor e  a d d i t i o n s  on t h e  

e x i s t i n g  s i t e  w o u l d  h a v e  o b s t r u c t e d  t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey [ See  F i g u r e  4 2 ] .
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F i g u r e  4 2 .
San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1925.  

C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  P r e c i o u s  Blood
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The p r o p e r t y  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n  c o m p r i se d  a b o u t  

t e n  a c r e s ,  a nd  was  owned by t h e i r  g e n e r o u s  f r i e n d ,  

Mr s .  Van K i l s d o n k .  She s o l d  i t  f o r  a v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  

p r i c e  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s .  Mother  Agreda  b r o k e  ground on May 

8 , 1 9 2 7 ,  f o r  t h e  new "San  L u i s  Rey B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l "  a s  

i t  came t o  be  c a l l e d .  The m i s s i o n - s t y 1 e a r c h i t e c t u r e  

was u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new s c h o o l ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  b l e n d  i n  w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  wh i ch  i t  f a c e d  [See F i g u r e  

4 3 ] .  At t h e  so l emn d e d i c a t i o n  on November  21,  1928,  Mr. 

J e r o m e  O ' N e i l  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  a b e a u t i f u l  

s t a t u e  o f  S t .  T h e r e s a  o f  t h e  L i t t l e  F l o w e r ,  whom t h e  

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  s i n c e  honored  as  t h e i r  p a t r o n e s s .

By t h a t  t i me ,  a swimming p o o l  and o t h e r  p l a y g r o u n d  

f a c i l i t i e s  were  a v a i l a b l e .  F a t h e r  A l b e r t  Braun,  O.F.M., 

ga v e  g e n e r o u s l y  of  h i s  t i me  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n ­

a l  and p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  academy.  Kis  

p r i d e  a n d  j o y  was t h e  g i r l s '  b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m ,  w h i c h  he  

b e g a n  t o  c o a c h  i n  1 9 2 5 . ^  He a l s o  c o a c h e d  t h e  I n d i a n  

g i r l s  t eam a t  t h e  P a l a  M i s s i o n .  The r i v a l r y  be tween t h e  

two t e a m s  who s h a r e d  F a t h e r  A l b e r t  a s  c o a c h  was i n d e e d  

g r e a t  -  b u t  t h e  a t h l e t i c  I n d i a n  g i r l s  f r om P a l a  won 

e v e r y  t i m e  t h e y  p l a y e d .  The o n l y  o t h e r  t eam t h e  academy 

g i r l s  a r e  n o t e d  t o  h a v e  p l a y e d  was  a b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m 

f r o m  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n  C h u r c h  i n  O l d  Town,  San 

D i e g o .

Many S i s t e r s  came a nd  w e n t  f r o m  t h e  San L u i s  Rey 

B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l .  The 1 9 3 0 ' s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

S i s t e r s  on t h e  s t a f f  a t  one t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r :  S i s t e r s  M.

■EL:'
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F i g u r e  4 3 .
New San L u i s  Rey B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,

c i r c a  1928 .
C r e d i t :  S i s t e r s  o f  P r e c i o u s  Blood
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A n n e t t a ,  M. L i o b a ,  M. R o s a l i n a ,  M. J o s e p h a ,  M. L a u r e n -

t i n e ,  M. B e n e d i c t a ,  M. B e r t i n a ,  M. A l b e r t a ,  M. A p o I o n i a ,

9 SM. E u s e b i a ,  M. V e r o n i c a ,  M. A l ph on s e  and Mary L o u r d e s .  

The s t a f f  f o r  a t i m e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  a l a y  t e a c h e r ,  M i s s  

G l a d y s  Be n t o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  two I n d i a n  g i r l s  f rom P a l a  who 

were  emp l o y e d  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  The u n i f o r m  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  a navy  b l u e  s k i r t  t h a t  was worn d a i l y ,  and 

a b l a c k  s e r g e  d r e s s  t h a t  was worn on Sundays .

Up u n t i l  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  h a d  a s m a l l  

nu mb e r  o f  s t u d e n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1 9 2 3 ,  two g i r l s  

g r a d u a t e d  and  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  t h e r e  w e r e  no g r a d u a t e s .  

1927 a n d  1929 b o t h  g r a d u a t e d  e i g h t  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h i s  

r e m a i n e d  t h e  a v e r a g e  nu mb e r  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e .  

R e c o r ds  show t h a t  a l l  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  were  f e m a l e s .

The C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  a t  San L u i s  Rey was  known by 

v a r i o u s  names  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  i t  was  f i r s t  

e s t a b l i s h e d .  At f i r s t ,  i t  was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  San 

L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l .  L a t e r  i t  b e c a m e  known a s  t h e  

San L u i s  Rey B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  t h e  

s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l l y  c h a n g e d  i t s  t i t l e  t o  t h e  Academy o f  

t h e  L i t t l e  F l o w e r .  A l t h o u g h  i t  was  a c o - e d u c a t i o n a l  

s c h o o l  f r o m  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  i n  t h a t  y e a r  b o y s  w e r e  no 

l o n g e r  a d m i t t e d  a s  b o a r d e r s .

As w e l l  a s  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  

d u t i e s  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  Summer c a t e ­

c h e t i c a l  c l a s s e s  were h e l d  a t  t h e  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n  a t  

P a l a ,  a n d  i n  O c e a n s i d e ,  C a r l s b a d ,  V i s t a ,  E s c o n d i d o  and
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E n c i n i t a s .  C a t e c h i s m  c l a s s e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  on a 

r e g u l a r  b a s i s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r  a t  V i s t a  an d  

C a r l s b a d ,  o f t e n  i n  p r i v a t e  homes.

I n  1948,  t h e  s c h o o l  was e n l a r g e d  once  a g a i n .  F i v e  

c l a s s r o o m s ,  a band room,  t w e l v e  mus i c  rooms ,  a  s p a c i o u s  

a u d i t o r i u m  b a t h r o o ms  and p r i v a t e  rooms f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s  

were  c o n s t r u c t e d .  The new b u i l d i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a u g ­

m e n t e d  g r o w t h  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  D u r i n g  t h e  

d e c a d e  o f  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  t h o u g h ,  a t t e n d a n c e  d r op p e d  s i g n i ­

f i c a n t l y ,  and t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  was f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e  

a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  s c h o o l  1968-69  s c h o o l  t e r m .  I n  o r d e r  

t o  keep  t h e  a l l - g i r l s  C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  open ,  v a r i o u s  

o p t i o n s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  S i s t e r  M. J a n e t  

Winandy ' s  s t u d y  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  making  i t  a c o ­

e d u c a t i o n a l  h i g h  s c h o o l . ^  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  Academy 

o f  t h e  L i t t l e  F l o w e r  c l o s e d  i n  J u n e  o f  19 7 7 .
90

The S i s t e r s  t h e n  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n s ^ 0  and 

o t h e r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  i n  c r e a t i n g  a new f a c i l i t y  o u t  o f  t h e  

f o r m e r  s c h o o l  t o  s e r v e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  c a l l e d  t h e  

Communi ty  C e n t e r  o f  M i s s i o n  San  L u i s  Rey .  U n d e r  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S i s t e r  Dor o t hy  S c h m i e s i n g ,  t h e  Commun­

i t y  C e n t e r  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e ,  a s e n i o r  

c e n t e r ,  a M o n t e s s o r i  s c h o o l ,  a y o u t h  c e n t e r ,  a women ' s  

r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r ,  an  employment  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  a home 

f o r  a b u s e d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a f a m i l y  r e t r e a t  c e n t e r .  The  

S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p i o u s  a n d  

l o v i n g  e x a m p l e ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  f a i t h  o f  God 

t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  communi ty .
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CHAPTER V I

No t e s

•'•Not  W i t h  S i l v e r  o r  G o l d ,  A. H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Con­
g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d , 1 8 3 4 - 1 9 4 4  ( P a t e r s o n ,  
N . J . :  S t .  A n t h o n y  G u i l d  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  p.  61 .

^Not Wi th S i l v e r  or  G o l d . . . ,  p . 111.

8 I b i d . ,  p .  116.

4 I b i d . ,  p.  117.

8 I b i d . ,  p.  173 .  T h e r e  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  
i n  r e c r u i t i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  f r o m  S w i t z e r l a n d .  W h i l e  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of  a p p l i c a n t s  were  s i n c e r e ,  t h e r e  were some who 
j o i n e d  s i m p l y  t o  o b t a i n  a means o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t he  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  where  C a l i f o r n i a  was e x p e r i e n c i n g  a g o l d  
r u s h .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  once  i n  Amer i ca ,  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w e r e  s o o n  on  t h e i r  own w a y ,  o f t e n  p e n n i l e s s  a n d  
i l l i t e r a t e .  For  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  F a t h e r  B r unne r  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  Europe  i n  1857 a f o u n d a t i o n  where  t h o s e  who p r o f e s s e d  
t o  h a v e  a c a l l i n g  t o  be c ome  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  w o u l d  be p u t  on p r o b a t i o n  f o r  a y e a r  b e f o r e  
f i n a l l y  e m i g r a t i n g .

8 I b i d . ,  p.  1 5 0 .  As e a r l y  a s  1 8 4 8 ,  s e v e n  y o u n g  
S i s t e r s  w e r e  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s  w o r k .  The  N o t r e  
Dame S i s t e r s  were  e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l  i n  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  
P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  S i s t e r s  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  a s  w e l l  as  
t e a c h i n g  me t h o ds .

7 I b i d . ,  p.  245 .

8 I b i d . ,  p .  252.

^ I b i d . ,  p.  277.  The S i s t e r s  s t a y e d  f o r  a f u l l  yea r  
a t  S t .  B o n i f a c e ,  w h i c h  was  a g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t hem.  
They w e r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  f u n  p r a n k s  p l a y e d  by t h e  I n d i a n  
and Mexican  c h i l d r e n .  They went  on l o n g  w a l k s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  They went  f o r  d r i v e s  i n  a " t o p - bu gg y"  
t o  t h e  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  where  t h e y  o b s e r v e d  f i r s t ­
ha n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r i b e s  a n d  made f r i e n d s  
w i t h  t h e  c h i e f s  a n d  t h e i r  s q u a w s .  I t  was  u n d o u b t e d l y  
t h i s  i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  t r i p  t o  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  t h a t  was 
t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  M o t h e r  Emma, a f ew  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t o  move 
he r  communi ty i n t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
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* ® I b i d . ,  2 9 0 .  I n  a c c e p t i n g  a m i s s i o n  s o  f a r  f r o m  
t h e  m o t h e r h o u s e ,  s he  was u n d o u b t e d l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  
remembrance  o f  t h e  n e g l e c t e d  I n d i a n s  and  M ex i c a n s  whom 
s h e  h ad  me t  i n  t h e i r  s q u a l i d  s u r r o u n d i n g s  d u r i n g  h e r  
t r i p  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  a f ew  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s .  M o t h e r  Emma 
h a d  f a l l e n  i n  l o v e  w i t h  t h e  W e s t ,  a n d  i t  w a s  h i s  
l o v e  t h a t  f i r e d  h e r  z e a l  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  c a r r y i n g  h e r  
l i t t l e  band o f  t h r e e  o v e r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s  t o  t h e  d r y  
d e s e r t  l a n d  o f  A r i z o n a .

1 1 I b i d . , p .  320.

1 2 I b i d . , p .  328.

^ F a t h e r  Z e p h y r i n  E n g e l h a r d t ,  San L u i s  Rev M i s s i o n  
( S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  CA: J a m e s  H. B a r r y ,  1 9 2 1 ) ,  p.  1.

^ I b i d . ,  p .  245 .  T h i s  was i n  Augus t  o f  1912.

* ^ Not  W i t h  S i l v e r  o r  G o l d . . . ,  p.  3 2 9 .  S e e  a l s o
E n g e l h a r d t ,  pp .  2 4 5 - 7 .

^ " A c a d e m y  o f  t h e  L i t t l e  F l o w e r , ” H i s t o r y  o f  F i f t y  
Y e a r s ,  1913-1963 .  ( M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey:  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  
P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ,  1 9 63 ) ,  p .  9 .

^ " A c a d e m y  o f  t h e  L i t t l e  F l o w e r , "  p .  11 .

^®Most  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  c a n  s t i l l  b e  s e e n  on t h e  
Academy g r o u n d s  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  u s e d  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  
p u r p o s e s ,  s uch  a s  l a u n d r y  r ooms ,  M o n t e s s o r i  c l a s s r o o m s ,  
e t c .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  M. B e r t i n a  P o o l ,  J u l y  17 ,  
1985.  San Di ego ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

2 0 I b i d .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  M. L u c i l l e  R o t a n z i ,  J u n e  11,  
1985 .  Community C e n t e r  o f  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey.

2 2 I b i d .

2 2 F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e  s c h o o l  c h a n g e d  i t s  name t o  t h e  
Academy o f  t h e  L i t t l e  F l o w e r  i n  1942.

2^ S i s t e r  M. B e n e d i c t a  a l s o  c o a c he d  t h e  g i r l s  a c c o r d ­
i n g  t o  S i s t e r  M. L u c i l l e .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  M. L u c i l l e , . . . J u n e  11,  1985 .

^ G r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  l i s t s ,  1 9 2 3 - 1 9 3 6 .  R e c o r d s ,  
M i s s i o n  S a n  L u i s  Re y  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r ,  u n d e r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  S i s t e r  Dor o t hy  S c h m i e s i n g .

IB T "
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^ S i s t e r  J a n e t  Winandy,  "The A t t i t u d e s  o f  S t u d e n t s ,  
A l u m n a e  a n d  P a r e n t s  on C h a n g i n g  San  L u i s  Rey Academy,  
a n d  A l l  G i r l s ’ P r i v a t e  C a t h o l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  t o  a Co­
e d u c a t i o n a l  P r i v a t e  C a t h o l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( M a s t e r ' s  
T h e s i s ,  San Diego S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1976) .

2®The F r a n c i s c a n s  had c l o s e d  t h e i r  s e m i n a r y  i n  1969.
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CHAPTER V I I

The F i r s t  P a r o c h i a l  S c h o o l s  i n  San Diego C o u n t y :

Our Lady of  A n g e l s , S t . J o h n 1s and S t . J o s e p h ' s

( 1 9 12 - 19 2 0 )

I n t r o d u c t i o n

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  1903 ,  t h e  R i g h t  

R e v e r e n d  Bi s hop  Thomas James  Conaty began  t o  d e v e l o p  an 

e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y  an d  Los  

A n g e l e s  w h i c h  g r ew  f r o m  3 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  t o  9 , 4 9 9  by h i s

d e a t h  i n  1 915 . ^  E d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  was one  o f  t h e
2

p r e l a t e ' s  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n s .  He p r o m p t l y  a p p o i n t e d  a 

b o a r d  o f  s c h o o l  i n s p e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  d i o c e s e ,  whose d u t i e s  

i n c l u d e d  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l s  and a d v i s i n g  t h e  B i s hop  on 

v a r i o u s  e d u c a t i o n a l  i s s u e s .  More  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  B i s h o p  

Cona t y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  f o c u s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  from a c a d e mi e s  

t o  p a r i s h  s c h o o l s ,  and u r g e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  new s c h o o l s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d i o c e s e .  T h e r e  was a t r e me ndous  wave of  

i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  bu t  

t h e  ma i n  t h r u s t  was  t o  t h e  Los  A n g e l e s  a r e a .  O n l y  one  

p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  o p e n e d  i n  San D i e g o  d u r i n g  B i s h o p  

C o n a t y ' s  t e r m,  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  S c h o o l  i n  1912.

No e f f o r t s  w e r e  ma de  d u r i n g  B i s h o p  C o n a t y ' s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t ow a r d  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d i e s  

f o r  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e s .  Ea c h  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u ni t y
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c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o l l o w  i t s  own t r a d i t i o n a l  c o u r s e  o f  

s t u d i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  i n  

J u l y ,  1910,  f o r  a l l  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t e d  by
O

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .

The  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  J o h n  J .  C a n t w e l l ,  a p p o i n t e d  t o  

t h e  S e e  o f  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s  i n  1 9 1 7 ,  was  a l s o  i n ­

t e n s e l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  i s s u e s .  B i s h o p  C a n t ­

w e l l  was  a s t r o n g  p r o p o n e n t  o f  t h e  m a n d a t e s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  

P l e n a r y  C o u n c i l  ( B a l t i m o r e ,  1 8 8 4 )  w h i c h  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  

s c h o o l s  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  had t o  be i m m e d i a t e l y  b u i l t ;  

p a s t o r s  n e g l e c t i n g  t h i s  d u t y  d e s e r v e d  r e m o v a l ;  an d  

C a t h o l i c s  h a d  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s u c h  s c h o o l s .  

I n  San D ie g o ,  two p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  were  b u i l t  w i t h i n  a 

f e w  y e a r s  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  S e e ,  S t .  J o h n  t h e  

E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  a n d  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l  i n  

1920.

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  a d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l  

b o a r d .  T h i s  b o a r d ,  w h i c h  was  s t r i c t l y  a d v i s o r y  i n  

n a t u r e ,  was r e - o r g a n i z e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  

new D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y / F r e s n o  i n  1925.  The d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  k e p t  p a c e  w i t h  t h e  g r owt h  

i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  and  i n  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  t o t a l  r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  i n c r e a s e d  t h r e e f o l d . ^  

I n  1924,  a  u n i f o r m  C o u r s e  o f  S t u d i e s ,  mod e l e d  a f t e r  

t h a t  o f  t h e  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  was  m a n d a t e d  

f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Los A n g e l e s / S a n  Diego . ^  Uni ­

f o r m i t y  i n  t e x t b o o k s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C o u r s e  o f

m e / - '
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S t u d i e s  was  n o t  r e q u i r e d ,  h o w e v e r .  L i s t s  o f  a p p r o v e d  

books  were  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  s e c u l a r  c o u r s e s ,  and t e a c h ­

e r s  w e r e  f r e e  t o  c h o o s e  w i t h i n  t h o s e  l i m i t s .  The  San  

F r a n c i s c o  C o u r s e  o f  S t u d i e s  soon p r o v e d  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  

f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s / S a n  D i e g o .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t  i n  some s c h o o l s  were  n e g l e c t e d  

i n  o t h e r s ,  and t h e r e  was a l s o  a d i s p a r i t y  i n  e m p h a s i s  on 

v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  S t a t e  t e x t b o o k s  a d o p t e d  

i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s / S a n  D i e g o  d i d  n o t  c o r r e ­

l a t e  w i t h  t h e  San F r a n c i s c o  c u r r i c u l u m .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  a C o u r s e  o f  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  t o  r e p l a c e  

t h e  San F r a n c i s c o  mode l  became e v e r  more a p p a r e n t .  The 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  D i o c e s a n  S c h o o l s ,  R e v e r e n d  M a r t i n  

M c N i c h o l a s ,  P h . D . ,  b e g a n  i n  1932  t h e  l a b o r i o u s  t a s k  o f  

c o n s t r u c t i n g  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  a l l  s c h o o l s  

t o  u s e  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s / S a n  D i e g o .  

R e l i g i o n ,  g e o g r a p h y  and h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  were  c o m p l e t e d  

b e f o r e  1 9 3 6 .  E f f o r t s  t o w a r d  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  t e x t b o o k s  

w e r e  a l s o  b e g u n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  a s  t h e  l a c k  o f  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  s e l e c t i o n s  h a d  come u n d e r  a t t a c k .  

An a p p r o v e d  l i s t  o f  d i o c e s a n  t e x t b o o k s  was p u b l i s h e d  by 

t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s /  San D i e g o  S c h o o l  B o a r d ,  

b a s e d  on t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  m e r i t .  F i n a l l y ,  

a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  s y s t e m  o f  r e c o r d - k e e p i n g  was  p u t  t o  u s e  

i n  a l l  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  D i o ce s e  d u r i n g  B i s hop  

C a n t w e l l ' s  t e r m .  T h u s ,  an  o r g a n i z e d  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i n  

t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s / S a n  D i e g o  was a p p a r e n t  by 

1936 .
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The i n i t i a l  t h r e e  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  i n  Sa n  D i e g o  

C o u n t y  h a v e  a r i c h  h e r i t a g e  and  d a t e  b a c k  t o  t h e  t i m e  

when San Diego  was s t i l l  a  s m a l l  communi ty .  The f i r s t ,  

Our  Lady  o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  b e g a n  d u r i n g  B i s h o p  

C o n a t y ’s t e r m ;  S t .  J ohn  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l  (1919)  and 

S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 2 0 )  w e r e  s t a r t e d  s o o n  a f t e r  

B i s hop  C a n t w e l l  a s sumed  o f f i c e .  A l l  t h r e e  s c h o o l s  were  

t a u g h t  by t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

County ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  Of t h e  

t h r e e ,  o n l y  o ne ,  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l ,  i s  s t i l l  i n  

o p e r a t i o n  and ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Our Lady of  G u a d a l u p e  

S c h o o l ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  known a s  Our L a d y ' s  S c h o o l .
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Our Lady of  A n g e l s  S c h o o l

I n  A ugus t ,  1905,  a s econd  p a r i s h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

San Diego  County i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  a r e a  known a s  Go l den  

H i l l .  The  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  Thomas  J .  C o n a t y ,  B i s h o p  o f  

M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s ,  a p p o i n t e d  a young p r i e s t ,  Reve r e nd  

W i l l i a m  F. Q u i n l a n ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  new p a r i s h ,  which was 

g i v e n  t h e  t i t l e ,  "Our  Lady o f  A n g e l s . "  The d i s t r i c t  

e a s t  o f  1 6 t h  S t r e e t  and  s o u t h  o f  Upas  S t r e e t  was s e t  

a s i d e  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h ,  a l t h o u g h  F a t h e r  Ubach  j o k i n g l y  

i n f o r m e d  F a t h e r  Q u i n l a n  t h a t  h i s  p a r i s h  b o u n d a r i e s  were  

" 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  and t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r .

At t h a t  t i m e ,  Go l den  H i l l  was an u p p e r - c l a s s  n e i g h ­

b o r h o o d ,  made up o f  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  I r i s h  an d  German 

n a t i o n a l i t i e s . ^  T h e r e  w e r e  f e w e r  t h a n  f o r t y  C a t h o l i c  

f a m i l i e s  when t h e  f i r s t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h  w e r e  

h e l d  i n  t h e  Old  Armory h a l l  on N a t i o n a l  Avenue be t ween  

2 8 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s  on t h e  s e c o n d  S u n d ay  o f  O c t o b e r ,

1905.  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a c h u r c h  and r e c t o r y  began l a t e r  

t h a t  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a 100 x 150 f o o t  l o t  was  

made on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  and G S t r e e t s .  The 

c o r n e r s t o n e  was l a i d  by Bi s hop  Cona t y  on J u l y  28,  1906,  

a n d  t h e  f i r s t  ma s s  was c e l e b r a t e d  on C h r i s t m a s  Day,

1906.

As e a r l y  a s  190 8 ,  F a t h e r  Q u i n l a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

" B u i l d i n g  Fund For  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r o c h i a l  S c h o o l "
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[ S e e  F i g u r e  4 4 ] .  He was  n o t  t o  s e e  h i s  d r ea m  r e a l i z e d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  f o r  on  No v e mb e r  1,  1 9 1 0 ,  he  was  s u c c e e d e d  by 

F a t h e r  E.A. H e f f e r n a n .  Upon F a t h e r  Q u i n l a n ' s  d e p a r t u r e ,  

t h e r e  were  one hund r ed  C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h .  

F a t h e r  H e f f e r n a n ,  a n o t h e r  d e v o t e d  p a s t o r ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  

began  p l a n n i n g  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  a s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  

g rowi ng  p a r i s h .  I n  1912,  a 60 x 100 f o o t  l o t  i m m e d i a t e ­

l y  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r e c t o r y  was p u r c h a s e d  f o r  $3 , 000 . 00 ,  and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  f a c i l i t y  was  b e g u n  t h a t  

summer a t  a c o s t  of  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .®

Our Lady of  A n g e l s  S c h o o l ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r o c h i a l  

s c h o o l  i n  San Di e g o  C o u n t y ,  o p e n e d  S e p t e m b e r  23 ,  1 9 12 ,  

w i t h  an  e n r o l l m e n t  of  one h u n d r ed  and e i g h t y - t h r e e  s t u ­

d e n t s  i n  e i g h t  g r a d e s . ^  The S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  

C a r o n d e l e t ,  t h e  o n l y  t e a c h i n g  c o m m u n i t y  i n  San D i e g o ,  

were a s k e d  t o  s t a f f  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  S c h o o l .  They a c ­

c e p t e d ,  and S i s t e r  P e r p e t u a  M a l l o y  was a p p o i n t e d  D i r e c t ­

r e s s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  

S i s t e r  P e r p e t u a  a l s o  t a u g h t  7 t h  and 8 t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t s .  

The two o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  were S i s t e r  S e r e n a  McCar thy ,  who 

t a u g h t  t h e  4 t h ,  5 t h  a nd  6 t h  g r a d e s ,  a n d  S i s t e r  V i n c e n t  

M a r i e  S h e l b y ,  who t a u g h t  g r a d e s  1,  2,  an d  3.^® The

S i s t e r s  commuted d a i l y  t o  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  by s t r e e t ­

c a r  f r o m  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady  of  

P e a c e .

On O c t o b e r  20 ,  1 9 1 2 ,  B i s h o p  C o n a t y  came t o  San

D i e g o  t o  d e d i c a t e  t h e  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  v e r y

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of  th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



2 2 4

4 
4

|  Building Fund For Our Lady of Angels Parochial School.
**
•»   — ----------**4
| For the purpose of securing a  fu n d  to erect and equip a parochial school and  
**
* social hall for the parish of Our Lady of Angels,  ....... hereby promise to
4 4| pay to the Treasurer of sa id  building fund the sum o f ....................... ...
4 
4
| Dollars, to be paid  in monthly, quarterly installm ents o f......................
| Dollars each, the Whole to be pa id  within one year after date.
| I t  is expressly understood that, in the event of inability to raise sufficient 
4'
I funds by March 1st, 1910, this note w ill be returned to the maker.
4 
4

4 Witness..........................
£ Signature............. ...................
4 |

* A ddress..............    *
* t4 *
4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444*44‘f,4'‘I'4444444444444‘f‘4444444444444

F i g u r e  44 .
B u i l d i n g  f u n d  s amp l e  n o t e  f o r  Our Lady of  Ange l s  

S c h o o l ,  p r i o r  t o  1910.
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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c r o w d e d  r ooms  i n  t h e  s t i l l - u n f i n i s h e d  a u d i t o r i u m .  To 

ma rk  t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  many C a t h o l i c  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n )  p u t  on a l a r g e  p r o c e s s i o n  f rom 

t h e  s c h o o l  t o  t h e  c h u r c h .

A f t e r  t h e  f a c i l i t y  was  c o m p l e t e d  [ S e e  F i g u r e  4 5 ] ,  

i t  was deemed w i s e  t o  p r o c u r e  s pa c e  f o r  a p l a y g r o u n d ,  an 

a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  a t  a l l  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s .  A l o t  was 

c o n v e n i e n t l y  f o r  s a l e  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  

and  M a r k e t ,  a n d  F a t h e r  H e f f e r n a n  d e c i d e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  

i t . ^  The l o t  m e a s u r e d  140 x 100 f e e t ,  an d  c o s t  t h e  

p a r i s h  $ 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . ^

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p a r i s h  was  g r o w i n g  q u i t e  r a p i d l y ,  

b r i n g i n g  i n  a d d e d  r e v e n u e ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

d e b t  c o m p ou nd e d  w i t h  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  t h e  new a d d i ­

t i o n  r e q u i r e d  i m m e d i a t e  a t t e n t i o n .  F a t h e r  H e f f e r n a n ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  a p p o i n t e d  a commi t t e e  c a l l e d  "The Church  and 

S c h o o l  Fund" whose p u r p o s e  was t o  s e e k  means o f  d e c r e a s ­

i n g  t h e  p a r i s h  d e b t .  W i t h i n  n i n e  m o n t h s ,  t h e  d e b t  ha d

13been  r e d u c e d  by o v e r  $5 , 000 .00 .

At t h e  s t a r t  of  t h e  second  s c h o o l  t e r m ,  1 9 1 3 - 19 1 4 ,  

S i s t e r  H i l a r y  Hogan r e p l a c e d  S i s t e r  P e r p e t u a  M a l l o y  as  

D i r e c t r e s s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  S i s t e r  H i l a r y  a l s o  t a u g h t  7 t h  

and  S t h  g r a d e s .  The  4 t h ,  5 t h  and  6 t h  g r a d e s  w e r e  a g a i n  

t a u g h t  t h a t  y e a r  by S i s t e r  S e r e n a ;  a l s o ,  u n d e r  h e r  

d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  a l t a r  boys  "became a model  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

n o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  t r a i n i n g  and  d i s c i p l i n e .  

S i s t e r  V i n c e n t  had  t h e  2nd and 3 r d  g r a d e r s ,  a n d  S i s t e r  

E s t e l l a  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e .  T h e r e  was  a n  e n -

■ f c '  .
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F i g u r e  45.
Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l ,  R e c t o r y  and Ch u r ch ,

c i r c a  1920.
C r e d i t :  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h
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r o l l m e n t  o f  two h un d r ed  and s e v e n t e e n  f o r  t h e  1913-1914 

s c h o o l  term.-*--’

Our Lady  o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l ,  i n  1 9 1 4 ,  e n r o l l e d  two 

h undred  and t h i r t y - f i v e  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e  number jumped 

t o  two h un d r e d  and s i x t y - s e v e n  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  1915-  

1 91 6 .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  S i s t e r  T e r e s i n a  F l y n n  a s s u m e d  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  D i r e c t r e s s  of  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

i n s t r u c t o r  f o r  t h e  two u p p e r  g r a d e s . ^  S i s t e r  T e r e s i n a  

was  t o  r e m a i n  D i r e c t r e s s  a t  Our Lady  o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l  

u n t i l  1922.

The f i r s t  g r a d u a t i o n  was  h e l d  a t  Our  La dy  o f  A n g e l s  

S c h o o l  on J u n e  21 ,  1 9 1 6 .  To h o n o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  a

s o l e m n  h i g h  m a ss  was  c e l e b r a t e d  by F a t h e r  J a m e s  A. 

O ' C a l l a g h a n  a n d  s i x  a s s i s t a n t  p r i e s t s .  A f t e r  M a s s ,  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  e i g h t h - g r a d e  g r a d u a t i o n  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  

t h i r t e e n  c h i l d r e n :  A l i c e  B od e n ,  E l l i o t  B u r n s ,  A l i c e

D o u g l a s ,  J o s e p h i n e  G a r t n e r ,  L o r e t t a  H a y e s ,  F e r d i n a n d  

K o r h e r r ,  C a t h e r i n e  M c N u l l e n ,  M a r g a r e t  M a r t i n ,  L o u i s  

McCormick,  Ma r i e  P i p e ,  M a r i e  S i c k ,  Mary Woods and A r i e t ­

t a  W y l i e . ^  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  

s e v e n t h  g r a d e r s  s e r v e d  b r e a k f a s t  t o  t h e  e i g h t h  g r a d e  

g r a d u a t e s ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t r a d i t i o n  wh i ch  would  be f o l l o w e d  

a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  e a c h  s c h o o l  t e r m f o r  many y e a r s .

I n  1 9 1 8 ,  an  a d d i t i o n  was  made t o  t h e  s c h o o l ,  and  

when F a t h e r  M c G r a t h  s u c c e e d e d  F a t h e r  O’C a l l a g h a n  a s  

p a s t o r  t h a t  y e a r  a d e b t  o f  a l m o s t  $ 3 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f a c e d  

h i m . ^  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  1922,  R e v e r e n d  W i l l i a m  E. C or r ,
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t h e  new p a s t o r  a t  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  P a r i s h ,  d e c i d e d  t o  

b u i l d  a new s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  n u mb e r  o f  

s t u d e n t s .  The " P a r i s h  B u l l e t i n "  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  t h a t  

y e a r  s t a t e d ,  " Dur i ng  t h e  y e a r  we hope  t o  do much f o r  t h e  

w e l f a r e  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  At  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  

P a r i s h  s c h o o l  n e a r l y  t h r e e  hun d r e d  boys  and g i r l s ,  and 

on Monday a f t e r n o o n  we h a v e  u n d e r  i n s t r u c t i o n  a b o u t  one 

h u n d r e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c h i  1 d r e n . " ^ ^  F a t h e r  C o r r  m a i n ­

t a i n e d  an open l i n e  o f  co mmu n i c a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  p l a n s  

w i t h  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  C h a n c e l l o r -  

S e c r e t a r y ,  M o n s i g n o r  J o h n  C a w l e y .  H i s  r e p o r t  o f  J u l y ,  

1922,  r e v e a l e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h  s c h o o l :

The s c h o o l  p l a n s  a r e  b e i n g  w o r k e d  o u t ,  b u t  i t  was  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  t h e  o n e s  I  s ho we d  you 
owi ng  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s p a c e  and  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
buy ing  a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r -  
t y .  I  o f f e r e d  $ 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  b u t  t h e y  b o o s t e d  i t  t o  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  The p r i c e  i s  t o o  h i g h .  A f ew y e a r s  
a g o  t h e  C h u r c h  w a s  o f f e r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  
$ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  Now, i n s t e a d  o f  b u i l d i n g  " b u n g a l o w  
s t y l e "  I  am p l a n n i n g  a v e r y  p r e t t y  t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d ­
i n g  which w i l l  c o s t  a b o u t  $42 , 000 . 00 ,  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  
f i x t u r e s .  A l a r g e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  men o f  t h e  
p a r i s h  h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  p l a n s .  As s o o n  a s  t h e  
c o n t r a c t s  a r e  made o u t  I  s h a l l  a s k  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  
s i g n a t u r e . . . .

I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  1 9 2 2 ,  p a r i s h i o n e r s  a t

Our Lady of  A n g e l s  l e a r n e d  f rom The A n g e l u s , a b u l l e t i n

d i s t r i b u t e d  a f t e r  Sunday Mass ,  t h a t  t h e  new s c h o o l  w o u l d

soon  be r e a d y :  The n e w s l e t t e r  s t a t e d :

Our P a r i s h  S c h o o l  w i l l  o p e n  on Monday ,  S e p t e m b e r  
1 1 t h .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d  o f  s c h o o l  a g e  
l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  Our  Lady o f  A n g e l s  
p a r i s h  w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  P a r i s h  S c h o o l  t h i s  y e a r .  
The new s c h o o l  w i l l  be r e a d y  s oon ,  and ou r  p a r i s h ­
i o n e r s  may w e l l  be p r o u d  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  
w i l l  be p l a c e d  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  of  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

m y -
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The A n g e l u s  a l s o  r e m i n d e d  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s  

a s  C a t h o l i c s  r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  Some o f  t h e i r  o b l i g a ­

t i o n s  i n c l u d e d :

P a r e n t s  a r e  b ou nd  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  
p a r i s h  s c h o o l ,  i f  t h e r e  be a good one w i t h i n  r e a c h ,  
u n l e s s  t h e y  p r o v i d e  o t h e r w i s e  f o r  a C a t h o l i c  t r a i n ­
i n g ,  They  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s e n d  t h e m t o  a  s t a t e  
s c h o o l  o n l y  f o r  good  r e a s o n s ,  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  
B i s h o p .

T h e y  m u s t  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s c h o o l ,  i f  
p o s s i b l e ,  a s  s oon  a s  t h e y  a r e  o f  p r o p e r  a g e .

T hey  s h o u l d  s e n d  t h e m t o  s c h o o l  p r o m p t l y  on t h e  
f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m ,  n o t  w ee k s  o r  m o n t h s  
l a t e r ,

F a t h e r  Co r r  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  Mons i gnor  Ca wl e y ,  t h e  

C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  t o  Bi shop  C a n t w e l l  t h a t ,  "The t o t a l  

e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n c l u d i n g  a r c h i t e c t  f e e s ,  and 

r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l  w i l l  be a b o u t  $ 47 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . .  

. . I  s h a l l  l a t e r  r e q u e s t  you t o  name a d a t e  u p o n  w h i c h  

t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  Bi s h o p  w i l l  be p r e s e n t  t o  b l e s s  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  and d e l i v e r  an  a d d r e s s . " ^

S i s t e r  C l e m e n t i n e  S l a t t e r y ,  a s s i s t e d  by f i v e  o t h e r  

S i s t e r s ,  o p e n e d  s c h o o l  t h a t  y e a r ,  1 9 2 2 ,  w i t h  o v e r  two 

h u n d r e d  an d  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s  r e g i s t e r e d ,  and  t h i s  numbe r  

i n c r e a s e d  so much t h a t  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  f o u r  more 

S i s t e r s  were  added  t o  t h e  s t a f f ,  one of  whom was a mus i c  

t e a c h e r .  Work on t h e  new s c h o o l  a t  2 4 t h  and M a r k e t  p r o ­

c e e d e d  s l o w l y ,  and was n o t  f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  u n t i l  n e a r  

t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 2 3 .

A l s o  i n  1923,  p r o p e r t y  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  Church  went  up 

f o r  s a l e .  F a t h e r  C o r r  i m m e d i a t e l y  w r o t e  t o  C h a n c e l l o r -  

S e c r e t a r y  Cawley a b o u t  h i s  p l a n s  t o  p u r c h a s e  and e r e c t  a
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c o n v e n t  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s .  He s t a t e d :

I  h a v e  t e n  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  c o l l e c t e d  f rom p e o p l e  
o f  t h e  p a r i s h  a n d  e x p e c t  t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  s o o n .  The 
c o n v e n t  w i l l  c o s t  a b o u t  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  P a r t  o f  t h i s  
o t h e r  d o n a t i o n  i . e .  $ 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  w i l l  be  u s e d  t o  
p u r c h a s e  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  f o r  
c h a p e l .  The  p r o p e r t y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  I  s h a l l  
s e l l .  I f  t h e s e  p l a n s  go t h r o u g h  t h e r e  w i l l  be no 
f i n e r  p r o p e r t y  a n y w h e r e .

The C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  B i s h o p

was p l e a s e d  t o  h e a r  a c o n v e n t  a n d  c h a p e l  w o u l d  s o o n  be

e r e c t e d ,  and g a v e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  c h a p e l
9 Sbe  a m e m o r i a l  t o  Mr.  F r a n k  Young .  The B i s h o p  a l s o  

g ave  h i s  a p p r o v a l  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  F a t h e r  

Cor r  had i n  mind f o r  t h e  p a r i s h .

A few weeks  l a t e r ,  F a t h e r  C o r r  r e p o r t e d  t o  C h a n c e l ­

l o r - S e c r e t a r y  Cawley ,  "The T i t l e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a d j o i n ­

i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  C h u r c h  p r o p e r t y  h a s  b e e n  s e c u r e d . . . .  

T h e r e  a r e  two b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  a nd  we h a v e  

d e c i d e d  t h a t  on e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  i n  s u c h  f i n e  c o n d i ­

t i o n  a n d  so w e l l  f i t t e d  f o r  a c o n v e n t  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  

t e a r i n g  down t h e  o l d  s c h o o l  and u s i n g  t h e  l u mb e r  f o r  t h e  

c o n v e n t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be b e t t e r  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  h o u s e  now 

t h e r e . " ^  The p r o p e r t y  l a y  d i r e c t l y  b e h i n d  t h e  C h u r c h  

on G S t r e e t  and me as u r e d  135 x 180 f e e t . ^

A f t e r  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  F a t h e r  C o r r  b e g a n  

r e n o v a t i n g  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  w o u l d  be u s e d  a s  a 

c o n v e n t .  I n  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  t o  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  

Cawley ,  he s t a t e d :

. . . T h e  r e s i d e n c e  w h i c h  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  w i l l  
f o r m  t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  t h e  [ c o n v e n t ] . . . b u t  w i l l  
n e c e s s i t a t e  an  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a b o u t  $ 9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,

W t : ....
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w h i c h  sum I  h a v e  on h a n d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  I  am 
now r e n o v a t i n g  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l  and when c o m p l e t e d  a t  
a c o s t  o f  a b o u t  # 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i t  w i l l  be a v e r y  h a n d ­
some b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a s p a c i o u s  a u d i t o r i u m  and o t h e r  
rooms t o  be u sed  f o r  p a r i s h  p u r p o s e s .

A " F i n a n c i a l  Re p o r t "  was d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p a r i s h ­

i o n e r s  a t  t h e  end of  1923.  T h i s  r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  a t  Our Lady o f  

A n g e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  new s c h o o l  [See  

F i g u r e  4 6 ] :

We c o m p l e t e d  o u r  new s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  
The  b r i g h t  f a c e s ,  t h e  v i g o r ,  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  o u r  
t h r e e  hund r ed  p u p i l s  b e s p e a k  a g r a t i t u d e  f o r  e v e r y  
s a c r i f i c e  made i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f .  The o l d  s c h o o l  h a s  
b e e n  r e n o v a t e d ,  a new l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m  and  new 
p 1 u m b i n g i n s t a l 1 e d , t h e  l o w e r  f l o o r  made i n t o  a 
d i n i n g  h a l l  and  c a r d  r o o m,  w i t h  f i n e  r e s t  r o o m s ,  
k i t c h e n ,  c h e c k  r o o m s ,  e t c . ,  t h e  u p p e r  h a l l  f o r  
s o c i a l s  and  g e n e r a l  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g s .  The f i n e  
a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  was  p u r c h a s e d  a t  a c o s t  o f  
$5 , 000 .00  Soon a c o n v e n t  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  f o r  our  
s i s t e r s .  Dur i ng  t h e  y e a r  we h a v e  p a i d  $4 , 500.00  on 
t h e  s c h o o l  d e b t .  y

F a t h e r  C o r r  had m e a n w h i l e  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  M o t h e r  

M a r g a r e t  Mary Brady ,  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  S u p e r i o r  of  t h e  S i s ­

t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  t o  r e n t  a h o u s e  n e a r  

Our  Lady  o f  A n g e l s  so t h e  S i s t e r s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o  

commute  so  f a r  e v e r y  d a y .  The  S i s t e r s  t h a t  y e a r  moved  

i n t o  a h o u s e  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  22nd  a n d  F S t r e e t s ,  and  

Mot he r  Mary P a n c r a t i u s  M c N e l l i s  was a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i o r .  

T h i s  was  b u t  a t e m p o r a r y  a b o d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e i r  new 

c o n v e n t  i n  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  P a r i s h ,  l o c a t e d  a t  2245 G 

S t r e e t ,  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1924.

The g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  o f  1925 had n i n e t e e n  g i r l s  and 

n i n e  b o y s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  4 7 ] .  The  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  M o t h e r  

Mary P a n c r a t i u s  M c N e l l i s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,  was r e p l a c e d

WKLr '
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F i g u r e  4 6 .
New s c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1923,  Our Lady of  Ange l s  S c h o o l .  

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  of  San Diego
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F i g u r e  4 7 .
G r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  o f  1925,  Our Lady of  Ange l s  S c h o o l .  

C r e d i t :  F a t h e r  Ned B r o c k h a u s ,
f o r me r  p a s t o r ,  Our Lady o f  An g e l s  P a r i s h
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by Mot he r  H o r t u l a n a  Decke r .  A l s o ,  a s t u d e n t  by t h e  name 

of  B a r b a r a  McKamey ( M c C a r t h y ) ^  e n t e r e d  f i r s t  g r a d e  t h a t  

y e a r .  Mr s .  M c C a r t h y  r e t a i n s  many f o n d  m e m o r i e s  o f  h e r  

s c h o o l  y e a r s  a t  Our  Lady  o f  A n g e l s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

f e e l s  t h a t  s h e  r e c e i v e d  a s o l i d  m o r a l  a n d  a c a d e m i c  

f o u n d a t i o n  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  

C a r o n d e l e t .  The s u b j e c t  a r e a s  o f  g e o g r a p h y ,  E n g l i s h  

c o m p o s i t i o n ,  p e n m a n s h i p  ( P a l m e r  M e t h o d ) ,  a n d  r e l i g i o n  

w e r e  s t r e s s e d .  R e l i g i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was  a l w a y s  t h e  

f i r s t  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d a y ,  and  was  a l s o  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  

t h e  a c a d e m i c  s u b j e c t s .  D a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  Mas s  was 

e n c o u r a g e d ,  b u t  n o t  r e q u i r e d ;  i t  was r e q u i r e d  e v e r y  day 

d u r i n g  L e n t ,  t h o u gh ,  and c o n f e s s i o n  was m a n d a t o r y  once  a 

m o n t h .

S c h o o l  l i f e  was n o t  a l l  h a r d  work and no f un  a t  Our 

Lady of  A n g e l s .  Mrs.  McCar thy remembers  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

i n  a g r e a t  numbe r  o f  s c h o o l  p r o d u c t i o n s ,  p l a y s  and  

p r o c e s s i o n s ,  m o s t l y  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e .  She v i v i d l y  

r e c a l l s  b e i n g  t a u g h t  t o  do an  " I r i s h  J i g "  f o r  a s c h o o l  

p e r f o r m a n c e  by S i s t e r  R o s a l i n e ,  h e r  young and e n t h u s i a s ­

t i c  f i f t h - g r a d e  t e a c h e r .  The r e  were no o r g a n i z e d  p h y s i ­

c a l  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s e s ;  s t u d e n t s  were  r e l e a s e d  f rom a c a ­

d e m i c s  t o  " l e t  o f f  s t e a m "  on t h e i r  own.  The b o y s  had 

t h e i r  own p l a y  y a r d ,  and  t h e  g i r l s  h a d  t h e i r s .  The 

s e x e s  were  a l s o  s e p a r a t e d  d u r i n g  l u n c h .

The s t u d e n t s  a l s o  l e a r n e d  t h e  meaning  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  

f rom t h e  S i s t e r s ,  and s t r i c t  p u n i s h m e n t s  were  meted ou t

HEi-
R e p ro d u c e d  with pe rm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited w ithout perm iss ion .



2 3 5

a c c o r d i n g l y  t o  w r o n g d o e r s .  U n i f o r m s  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,

r e q u i r e d .  Un i f o r ms  f o r  g i r l s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  n a v y  s k i r t s

and  w h i t e  mi dd y  b l o u s e s .  M r s .  M c C a r t h y  a l s o  r e c a l l s

t h a t  t u i t i o n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  was  $ 1 . 0 0  p e r  s t u d e n t  e a c h

month f o r  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  p a r i s h ,  and $ 2 . 0 0

31f o r  t h o s e  r e s i d i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r i s h  b o u n d a r i e s .

O t h e r  r e me mb r a n c e s  o f  e a r l y  s c h o o l  l i f e  a t  Our Lady

of  A n g e l s  were  g a t h e r e d  d u r i n g  an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a n o t h e r

f o r me r  s t u d e n t .  S e v e n t y - s e v e n  y e a r  o l d  Mrs.  J o s e p h i n e

( K o r h e r r )  A r b e s ^  was  a d m i t t e d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  4 1 / 2  i n t o

t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  y e a r  t h e  s c h o o l  o p e n e d ,

1912.  She r e c a l l s  w i t h  g r e a t  c l a r i t y  h e r  s c h o o l  l i f e  i n

t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l ,  h e r  c u r r i c u l u m  and t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  v a s t

a m o u n t  o f  home wor k  t h a t  was  r e q u i r e d ,  an d  t h e  many

" s w i t c h i n g s "  g i v e n  t o  m a i n t a i n  d i s c i p l i n e .

I n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e r e  was  a n  o f f e r  made on t h e  v a c a n t  l o t

i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  f o r  $ 4 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 .  The  R e v e r e n d

Thomas King,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  p a r i s h ,  w r o t e  t o  C h a n c e l l o r -
3 3S e c r e t a r y  B e r n a r d  J .  D o l a n  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s e l l  i t .  

The C h a n c e l 1 o r - S e c r e t a r y  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  p e r m i s s i o n  was 

g r a n t e d  t o  s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e e d s  t o  be 

a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  d e b t .

R e v e r e n d  J . J .  P r e n d e r v i l l e  was named p a s t o r  o f  Our 

Lady  o f  A n g e l s  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r .  I n  1 9 2 7 ,  an  i n c i d e n t  

o c c u r r e d  r e g a r d i n g  n o n - C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  who a t t e n d e d  

t h e  p a r i s h  s c h o o l .  One o f  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  i n c e n s e d  o v e r  

t h e  p a s t o r ' s  d i c t u m s ,  penned a l e n g t h y  l e t t e r  t o  Bi s hop  

C a n t w e l l .  Mr. II.L. B u r g e s s  s t a t e d :
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I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o r  t o  m o s t  c o u r t e o u s l y  i n v i t e  y o u r  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  a ma 1 1 e r  . .  . w h i c h  i s  c a u s i n g  muc h  
c r i t i c i s m  and  u n p l e a s a n t n e s s  f o r  n o n - C a t h o l i c  
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  Our  Lady  o f  A n g e l s  P a r o c h i a l  
S c h o o l  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  by t h e  a r b i t r a r y  method o f  t h e  
R e v e r e n d  F a t h e r  P r e n d i v i l l e  c o m p e l l i n g  n o n -  
C a t h o l i c s  t o  s t u d y  a n d  l e a r n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
c a t e c h i s m ,  which i s  n o t  done i n  any o t h e r  p a r o c h i a l  
s c h o o l  h e r e . . . .

The B i s ho p  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r w a r d e d  a l e t t e r ,  whose c o n t e n t

was i n d e e d  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t o  F a t h e r  P r e n d e r v i l l e :

I f  n o n - C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  p a r i s h  
s c h o o l  o f  Our  Lady  o f  A n g e l s ,  you mu s t  c o n f o r m  
y o u r s e l f  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  i n  t h a t  s c h o o l .  I t  i s  
a b s u r d  t o  a s k  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  b r o u g h t  up by 
d e v o t e d  p r o t e s t a n t  f a t h e r s  and m o t h e r s  t o  s t u d y  our  
c a t e c h i s m .  A l l  we c a n  h o p e  f o r  f r o m  n o n - C a t h o l i c  
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  o u r  s c h o o l s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
l e a v e  o u r  c l a s s e s  u n t a i n t e d  by b i g o t r y  and  t h a t  
t h e y  w i l l  a l w a y s  be  o u r  f  r  i e n d  s . . .  [ and  ] u n d e r  no 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h o u l d  t h e y  be t a u g h t  t h e  c a t e c h i s m  
u n l e s s  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  r e q u e s t  i t .  Commend y o u r s e l f  
t o  t h e  n o n - C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  so  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
t h i n k  w e l l  o f  a p r i e s t  an d  n o t  r e g a r d  him a s  an  
e n e m y . . . . Do  n o t  a c t  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
s u p e r i o r  of  t h e  s c h o o l . 0

A p p a r e n t l y ,  F a t h e r  P r e n d e r v i l l e  changed  h i s  a t t i ­

t u d e  a s  r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  B i s h o p ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  o r  e l s e w h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  p r ob l e m  e v e r  

a r o s e  a g a i n  a t  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l .

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ’s ,  S i s t e r  H e l e n a  s e r v e d  a s  

p r i n c i p a l  and t a u g h t  8 t h  g r a d e ;  S i s t e r  L u c i d a  t a u g h t  7 t h  

g r a d e ,  S i s t e r  J e a n n e t t e  t a u g h t  6 t h  g r a d e ,  S i s t e r  Ro s e  

B e r n a r d  t a u g h t  5 t h  g r a d e ;  S i s t e r  C e c e l i a  t a u g h t  4 t h  

g r a d e ,  S i s t e r  E l a i n e  t a u g h t  3 r d  g r a d e  S i s t e r  P h i l i p  

t a u g h t  2 n d  g r a d e  a n d  S i s t e r  H e n r i e t t a  t a u g h t  1 s t  

g r a d e . ^  Dur ing  t h a t  t i me  p e r i o d ,  s t u d e n t s  were  g r a d e d  

on d e p o r t m e n t ,  c o u r t e s y ,  n e a t n e s s ,  e f f o r t ,  r e l i g i o n ,

mar*-"wmu-.
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r e a d i n g  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  grammar ,  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  s p e l l i n g ,  

w r i t i n g ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  h i s t o r y / c i v i c s ,  h y g i e n e ,
O  O

d r a w i n g ,  mus i c ,  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and homework.  °

For  d e c a d e s ,  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

f l o u r i s h ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a r i s h  i t s e l f  was 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  p a r i s h e s  o f  Our Lady  o f  

G u a d a l u p e ,  S t .  Anne,  S t .  R i t a  and C h r i s t  t h e  King.  How­

e v e r ,  i n  1973,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  d e c r e a s i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  a t  

Our Lady of  Gua da l upe  S c h o o l ,  Our Lady o f  An g e l s  S c h o o l  

c o n s o l i d a t e d  w i t h  t h e  n e a r b y  s c h o o l  t o  form "Our Lady ' s  

S c h o o l . "

P r e s e n t l y ,  a l a y  p r i n c i p a l ,  Mr.  R i c h a r d  S c h e r e r ,  

d i r e c t s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  b o t h  c ampuse s :  1 s t ,  2nd,  3 r d ,

7 t h  a nd  S t h  g r a d e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  Our  Lady o f  A n g e l s ,  

a n d  t a u g h t  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ;  

and P r e s c h o o l ,  K i n d e r g a r t e n ,  4 t h ,  5 t h  and 6 t h  g r a d e s  a r e  

l o c a t e d  a t  Our Lady of  G u a d a l u p e ,  and i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  

F r a n c i s c a n  S i s t e r s .  T h i s  s o l u t i o n  h a s  w o r ke d  o u t  r e ­

m a r k a b l y  w e l l ,  and  Our  L a d y ' s  S c h o o l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  

t h r i v e .
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S t .  J ohn  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l

I n  1 9 1 3 ,  a s  San  D i e g o  was  b e g i n n i n g  t o  e x p a n d  b o t h  

n o r t h  an d  e a s t ,  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  

was  f o u n d e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  known a s  U n i v e r s i t y  H e i g h t s .  

Two l o t s  on B l a i n e  and U n i v e r s i t y  Avenues  were  s e c u r e d  

a t  $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  e a c h  by F a t h e r  P e t e r  M c N e l l i s ,  S t .  J o h n ' s  

f i r s t  p a s t o r .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  was  a b a n d o n e d  on e  y e a r  

l a t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  an d  F a t h e r  M c N e l l i s  was t r a n s f e r r e d  

e l s e w h e r e . ^  New p r o p e r t y  was  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  

f o r  t h e  g rowi ng  p a r i s h  i n  t h e  i m me d i a t e  v i c i n i t y .  T h i s  

new l a n d ,  on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  N o r m a l  a n d  L i n c o l n  S t r e e t s ,  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  e i g h t  l o t s  c o s t i n g  $ 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0  e a c h .

F a t h e r  L.P.  G o l d e n  was  a p p o i n t e d  p a s t o r  o f  S t .  

J o h n ' s  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  F a t h e r  M c N e l l i s .  F a t h e r  

G o l d e n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  F a t h e r  McCormack ,  

e r e c t e d  a c h u r c h  on t h e  new p r o p e r t y .  S i n c e  t h e r e  was  

v e r y  l i t t l e  i n i t i a l  i nc ome ,  t h e  two p r i e s t s  f i l l e d  a l l  

t h e i r  s p a r e  t i m e  a p p e a l i n g  f o r  d o n a t i o n s  t o  k e e p  t h e m  

f r o m  l o s i n g  t h e i r  c h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  

we i g h e d  h e a v y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  R e v e r e n d  J o h n  J .  C a n t w e l l  o f  San  

F r a n c i s c o  was c o n s e c r a t e d  B i s ho p  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Mon­

t e r e y  a n d  Los  A n g e l e s  i n  1 9 1 7 ,  R e v e r e n d  Thomas  F.  K i n g  

was  a p p o i n t e d  p a s t o r  o f  S t . J o h n ' s . ^ ®  T h e r e  w e r e  b u t  

t h i r t y - f i v e  me mber s  i n  h i s  p a r i s h  when he  a s s u m e d  h i s
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two  y e a r s  o f  F a t h e r  

K i n g ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  p a r i s h  g r e w r e m a r k a b l y  i n  

s i z e ,  a s  d i d  t h e  c i t y  o f  San  D i e g o  i t s e l f .  A t e m p o r a r y  

w a r - t i m e  house  was e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  f a c i l i t a ­

t i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p a r o c h i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  an d  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  a h a l l  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  

p a r i s h  f u n c t i o n s .

I n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 9 ,  a p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by a l a r g e  

n u m b e r  o f  p a r i s h i o n e r s  was  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p a s t o r  r e ­

q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  h a l l  be t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a s c h o o l  f o r  

t h e  g r o w i n g  numbe r  o f  C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  p a r i s h .  

A p p r o v a l  was g r a n t e d ,  a n d  S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  

S c h o o l ,  t h e  s e c o n d  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  San  

D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  o p e n e d  on S e p t e m b e r  8 , 191 9 .  A t o t a l  o f  

t h i r t y - f o u r  c h i l d r e n  were  r e g i s t e r e d  t h a t  day f o r  g r a d e s  

one t h r o u g h  s i x . ^

The f a c u l t y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  

o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  S i s t e r  Mary I s a b e l l e  was a p p o i n t e d  t h e  

f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l ;  s he  a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  g r a d e s  f o u r ,  f i v e  

and s i x .  S i s t e r  F i o r i n a  D a l t o n ,  t h e  o t h e r  f a c u l t y  mem­

b e r ,  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a d e s .  B o t h  S i s t e r s  

r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  Academy of  Our Lady of  Pe a c e  and commuted 

d a i l y  t o  work a t  S t .  J o h n ' s .

On Nove mbe r  1 0 ,  1 9 1 9 ,  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  b l e s s e d  t h e  

new C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l ,  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  t o  open 

i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  From i t s  h u m b l e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  

s i z e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  i n c r e a s e d  q u i c k l y ,  a n d  w i t h i n  s i x

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



m o n t h s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t y  s t u d e n t s  e n ­

r o l l e d .  ̂

The  f o l l o w i n g  s c h o o l  t e r m ,  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 1 ,  S i s t e r  

D o l o r e s  r e p l a c e d  S i s t e r  I s a b e l l e  a s  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  i n ­

s t r u c t o r  o f  t h e  u p p e r  g r a d e s . ^  A s e v e n t h  g r a d e  was  

a d d e d  t h a t  y e a r ,  a l s o ,  i n  w h i c h  n i n e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e n ­

r o l l e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  was  

e i g h t y - t h r e e  p u p i l s ,  n o t  much m o r e  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s

I n  March  o f  1921,  F a t h e r  King p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  B i s ho p  

f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f u n d s  t o  e r e c t  a s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g .  He 

w r o t e  Mon s i gn o r  Cawl ey ,  t h e  B i s h o p ’s C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e -  

t a r y :

When t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p  v i s i t e d  S a n  D i e g o  
l a s t ,  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  I  a s k e d  him i f  he wo u l d  be 
k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  h e l p  me w i t h  a l o a n  o f  some money  t o  
b u i l d  a  p a r i s h  h o u s e  f o r  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  an d  he  c h e e r ­
f u l l y  c o n s e n t e d .  Now a s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  a h o u se  i s  a 
s c h o o l  h e r e  i s  a s  e q u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y .  W i t h i n  t h e  
p a s t  f ew m o n t h s  we h a d  t o  t u r n  away c h i l d r e n  f o r  
w a n t  o f  r o o m.  I f  i t  w i l l  p l e a s e  h i s  L o r d s h i p  t o  
l o a n  o r  c a u s e  t o  be l o a n e d  t o  me $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  b e t we e n  
now a n d  A u g u s t  l , . . . w i l l  e r e c t  a h o u s e  a n d  s c h o o l  
s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  
p a r i s h ,  and t h e  s c h o o l  r e a d y  f o r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  S e p t ­
ember  n e x t .

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  s e c u r e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l o a n ,  a n d  

F a t h e r  K i n g  a l s o  b e g a n  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e ,  b u t  f ound  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e t i t i o n  Bi s hop  C a n t ­

w e l l  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s .  He w r o t e  t o  t h e  B i s h o p  on 

Augus t  9 ,  1921:

When you w e r e  i n  S a n  D i e g o  l a s t  I  s ho we d  you  t h e  
p l a n s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S t .  J o h n ' s  S c h o o l ,  a n d  you  
w e r e  p l e a s e d .  I t  i s  w e l l  on t h e  way now a n d  w i l l  
be  r e a d y  f o r  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  s c h o o l .  
S i n c e  t h e  r e t r e a t  I  am h a p p y  t o  s a y  I  was  a b l e  t o
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c o l l e c t  $3 , 000 . 00  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  I  w i l l  need  
$2 , 000 . 00  more a s  I  t o l d  you t h e n ,  I  am e n c l o s i n g  a 
n o t e  f o r  t h a t  $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  w h i c h  I  t r u s t  you  w i l l  be  
p l e a s e d  t o  e n d o r s e ,  i n  d o i n g  s o  y o u  w i l l  p u t  S t .  
J o h n ' s  on t h e  m a p . . . .

F a t h e r  K i ng  r e c e i v e d  t h e  e n d o r s e d  n o t e  f o r  t h e
48s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  f und  f rom t h e  B i s hop  one week l a t e r ,  

and t h e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  John  

t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  opened  on s c h e d u l e .  I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1921,  

on e  h u n d r e d  and  t h i r t y - t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  mo v e d  f r o m  t h e  

h a l l  t o  t h e  n e w l y - c o m p l e t e d  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g .  An e i g h t h  

g r a d e  was  a l s o  a d d e d  t o  S t .  J o h n ' s  S c h o o l  i n  t h a t  y e a r .

The s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r ow a n n u a l l y  a n d  mo r e  

s t a f f  me mber s  w e r e  a d d e d .  The  s c h o o l  t e r m  1 9 2 2 - 1 9 2 3  

h a d  an  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y - t h r e e  s t u ­

d e n t s ,  and  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y  

c h i l d r e n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  when a " p r i m e r ' '  g r a d e  was  

i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e . ^  The  p r i m e r  c l a s s  was  

combined  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e ,  c r e a t i n g  a l a r g e  c l a s s  o f  

f o r t y - s e v e n  c h i l d r e n .  Be c a u s e  t h i s  p r o v e d  u n f e a s i b l e ,  

t h e  c l a s s  was  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  two g r o u p s  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

y e a r ,  a p r i m e r  c l a s s  a n d  a  f i r s t  g r a d e . T h e  1 9 2 3 - 2 4  

s c h o o l  t e r m  a l s o  r e g i s t e r e d  t e n  n o n - C a t h o l i c  s t u d e n t s .

T u i t i o n  was  $ 1 . 0 0  p e r  c h i l d  e a c h  m o n t h  a t  S t .  

J o h n ' s ,  a s  i t  was  a t  Our  L a d y  o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l .  How­

e v e r ,  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  S t .  J o h n ' s  who r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  

o r p h a n a g e ,  o r  "County  C h i l d ' s  Home," were  a d m i t t e d  f r e e  

o f  c h a r g e .  I n  1 9 2 3 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  e i g h t  o r p h a n s ,  a n d  i n  

1924 t h e r e  were  e i g h t e e n  o r p h a n s  a t t e n d i n g  S t .  J o h n s .

D ur i ng  F a t h e r  K e a t i n g ’s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  p a s t o r  i n
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t h e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s ,  a  p l e a  was  made t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .

J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  t o  t a k e  up r e s i d e n c e  on t h e  c h u r c h

and s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y .  As a l e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  K e a t i n g  t o

M on s i gn o r  D o l a n  i n d i c a t e s ,  t h e  p a s t o r  was d e t e r m i n e d  t o

h a v e  t h e  S i s t e r s  c l o s e  a t  hand :

C o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h ,  I  f i n d ,  demand t h e  r e s i ­
d e n c e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  S i s t e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  
p r e s e n c e  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  h o u r s  o f  s c h o o l .  
D i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s  
b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  much p r e f e r  t o  
r e s i d e  a t  t h e  Academy.  I n  v i e w  o f  t h a t  f a c t  I  
w r i t e  t o  i n q u i r e  o f  y o u ,  s i n c e  t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  
B i s h o p  i s  a b r o a d ,  w h e t h e r  you  w o u l d  a p p r o v e  o f  my 
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  S i s t e r s  who c o u l d  t a k e  up t h e i r  
home i n  t h e  p a r i s h  and c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  p a s t o r  i n  
p a r i s h  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s i t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  s c h o o l  work 
a n d  t h e r e b y  r e a l i z e  b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  w i t h  t h e  
c h i l d r e n .  I  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  c a n  
s e c u r e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  i d e a l l y  e f f i c i e n t  F r a n c i s c a n  
S i s t e r s . . . .

F a t h e r  K e a t i n g  was u n a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n  

S i s t e r s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n ­

d e l e t ,  a n d  l a s s  t h a n  two  y e a r s  l a t e r  a s k e d  t h e  B i s h o p  

f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  

P r e c i o u s  B l o o d .  F a t h e r  K e a t i n g  s t a t e d ,  "May I  a s k  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ,  a t  San L u i s  Rey,  w h e t h e r  

t h e y  wou l d  be a b l e  t o  t e a c h  our  s c h o o l  i n  Sep t e mber  and 

l i v e  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  b o u g h t  by you  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  

Rome l a s t  F a l l ?  The  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  d e c l i n e d  my
C  O

o f f e r  o f  a r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  P a r i s h  l a s t  y e a r . "

Once  a g a i n ,  t h e  B i s h o p  h a d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  F a t h e r  

K e a t i n g ' s  r e q u e s t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  

o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  an d  e v e n  f e l t  i t  w i s e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  

h a v e  t h e  v i e w  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  c o m m u n i t y . ^  As b e f o r e ,

9CJ-' ~ . . . .
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t h o u g h ,  F a t h e r  K e a t i n g  was u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g a r n e r i n g  a 

c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i s t e r s  who w o u l d  r e s i d e  on t h e  p a r i s h  

p r o p e r t y ,  which  he  so  f e r v e n t l y  d e s i r e d .

The  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  e a c h  g r a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  

l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s  was a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h i r t y  s t u d e n t s . F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1 9 2 8 - 1 9 2 9 ,  t h e  f i r s t  

g r a d e  c o n t a i n e d  23 b o y s  an d  7 g i r l s  ( t o t a l  o f  3 0 ) ,  and  

t h e  s e c o n d  g r a d e  c o n t a i n e d  19 b o y s  a n d  13 g i r l s  ( t o t a l  

o f  32) .  The f i r s t  and s econd  g r a d e s  were  t a u g h t  a t  t h a t  

t i m e  by S i s t e r  Mary C h a r l e s .

The  s c h o o l  y e a r  1 9 2 9 - 1 9 3 0  m a r k e d  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  

t h a t  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  n o t a t i o n  f o r  g r a d e s  was  u s e d  a t  S t .  

J o h n ' s  S c h o o l .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  t h e  l e t t e r  g r ad e  

m e t h o d  was  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  (A = 

E x c e l l e n t ,  B = Good,  C = A v e r a g e ,  D = Below A v e r a g e  and 

F = F a i l u r e ) . ^  The  s ame y e a r  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  wen t  

i n t o  e f f e c t ,  S i s t e r  D e l p h i n e  Kenney was a p p o i n t e d  p r i n ­

c i p a l .  Th r ou gh ou t  t h e  e n t i r e  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  1 9 30 ' s ,  she 

r e m a i n e d  a v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  p r i n c i p a l ,  a l w a y s  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  p r o c u r e  t h e  m o s t  m o de r n  t e x t b o o k s  a nd  c u r r i c u l u m  

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  h e r  s t u d e n t s . ^  O t h e r  c a p a b l e  S i s t e r s  

a s s i g n e d  t o  S t .  J o h n ' s  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e c a d e  w e r e  S i s t e r  

T e r e s a  L o u i s e ,  who t a u g h t  t h e  f i f t h  a n d  s i x t h  g r a d e s ;  

S i s t e r  Mary Raymond,  who i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  and second 

g r a d e s ,  a n d  S i s t e r  Anne J e a n e t t e ,  who t a u g h t  t h e  t h i r d  

an d  f o u r t h  g r a d e s .  S i s t e r  S t .  L u c y ,  S i s t e r  Mary L o i s ,  

S i s t e r  A. M a r g a r e t  and S i s t e r  A l b e r t i n e  were  a l s o  t r a n s ­

f e r r e d  t o  S t .  J o h n ' s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s . ^ ®
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I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1970,  i t  was a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  S t .  J oh n

t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l  wo u l d  soon  be f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e  i t s

d o o r s .  The r e a s o n s  g i v e n  w e r e  d e c l i n i n g  e n r o l l m e n t ,

i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s ,  a n d  f e w e r  S i s t e r s  t o  s t a f f  t h e

s c h o o l .  The  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o o k  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s ,

a n d  F a t h e r  H a n l e y ,  t h e  p a s t o r ,  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  h i s

p o we r  t o  k e e p  t h e  s c h o o l  o p e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a u n c h i n g  a

d r i v e  t o  g e t  C a t h o l i c  p a r e n t s  t o  s end  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o

S t .  J o h n ' s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  I n  o r d e r  t o

make t h e  mos t  e c o n o m i c a l  and e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  s t a f f  and

e q u i p m e n t ,  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  g r a d e s  w e r e  o n c e  a g a i n

c o m b i n e d .  O t h e r  c l a s s e s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d  i n  " a b i l i t y

g r o u p s , "  whereby e a c h  s t u d e n t  was a l l o w e d  t o  p r o g r e s s  a t
sq

h i s  o r  h e r  own p a c e .  7

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  J u n e  o f  1 9 7 1 ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  

J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  p e r m a n e n t l y  w i t h d r e w  f rom S t .  J ohn  

t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l . ^  S i s t e r  Mary E l l e n  K o w a l s k i  was 

t h e  l a s t  p r i n c i p a l ,  and S i s t e r  Ru t h  G a r b i n i  was t h e  l a s t  

v i c e - p r i n c i p a l .  S i s t e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  c o n ­

v e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  some t a u g h t  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  San  

D i e g o  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  o t h e r s  d i d  s o c i a l  wor k  i n  San  

D i e g o .  The  S i s t e r s  move d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t  i n  t h e  

summer  o f  1 9 7 9 ,  a n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  l e a s e d  t o  a g o v e r n ­

m e n t  a g e n c y .  The  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  t h e m s e l v e s  w e r e  

l e a s e d  by t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego  E d u c a t i o n  and W e l f a r e  

C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  A s e l t i n e  S c h o o l ,  a s c h o o l  f o r  

m u l t i p l y - h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .
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I n  O c t o b e r ,  1866,  F a t h e r  An t o n i o  Ubach was a p p o i n t ­

ed p a s t o r  o f  t h e  Church  o f  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n  i n  

O l d  Town. T h i s  c h u r c h  was a c t u a l l y  a s m a l l  adobe  hous e  

b u i l t  i n  1850  by Mr.  J o h n  Brown,  p u r c h a s e d  i n  185 8  by 

J o s e  A n t o n i o  A g u i r r e ,  and l a t e r  d on a t e d  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

C h u r c h . ^  F a t h e r  M o l i n i e r ,  who l e f t  San Diego i n  1861,  

h a d  s o m e w h a t  r e m o d e l e d  t h e  c h u r c h ,  b u t  i t  was  s t i l l  a 

d e p r e s s i n g  s i g h t .  F a t h e r  Ubach was t h e r e f o r e  d e t e r m i n e d  

t o  b u i l d  a new c h u r c h  i n  O l d  Town a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y

e n g a g e d  h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  i n  many f u n d - r a i s i n g  e v e n t s  f o r  

69t h a t  p u r p o s e .

The new c h u r c h  i n  Old  Town, t h o u g h ,  was n e v e r  com­

p l e t e d ,  a n d  a s  New Town b e g a n  t o  d e v e l o p  u n d e r  t h e  

c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  A l o n z o  E.  H o r t o n ,  many San 

D i e g a n s  began  t o  move i n t o  t h a t  p a r t  o f  town.  A f i r e  i n  

1872,  wh ich  d e s t r o y e d  much o f  t h e  communi ty a t  t h e  f o o t  

o f  P r e s i d i o  H i l l ,  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  

c i t i z e n s  t o  New Town.  F a t h e r  Ubach  s o o n  b e g a n  t o  s e e  

t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  h i s  c h u r c h  i n  New San  

Di e g o ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Ol d  Town.

A l t h o u g h  he  r e t a i n e d  h i s  home i n  O l d  Town,  F a t h e r  

U b a c h  b e g a n  t o  s a y  Mass  a t  R o s a r i o  H a l l  on  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  

A r c t i c **3  and F S t r e e t s .  I n  1872 he h e l d  a m e e t i n g  t h e r e  

t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a C a t h o l i c
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C h u r c h  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y . ^ ^  Once  a g a i n ,  h i s  

f u n d - r a i s i n g  e f f o r t s  were  s u c c e s s f u l ,  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  

was  s o o n  b e g u n  on two l o t s  d o n a t e d  by an  i m p o r t a n t  

f r i e n d  i n  t own,  Al onzo  E. H or t o n .  S t .  J o s e p h ' s ,  a s m a l l  

wooden f r am e  c h u r c h ,  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1874 a t  T h i r d  and 

B e e c h  S t r e e t s  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  by B i s h o p  F r a n c i s  Mor a  on 

J a n u a r y  31 ,  1875.

I n  1 8 9 2 ,  F a t h e r  U b a c h  d e c i d e d  t o  r e b u i l d  S t .  

J o s e p h ' s  C h u r c h ,  s i n c e  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  had  g r ow n  c o n ­

s i d e r a b l y .  Upon c o m p l e t i o n  i n  1 8 9 4 ,  t h e  new r e d  b r i c k  

g o t h i c  e d i f i c e  was d e d i c a t e d  by B i s hop  Mora,  and t h e  Los 

A n g e l e s  T i d i n g s  s t a t e d  a f ew y e a r s  l a t e r ,  " I t  h a s  no 

e q u a l  i n  C h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  San  D i e g o ,  a n d  a p a r t  

f r o m  t h e  C a t h e d r a l ,  i s  s a i d  t o  be t h e  mo s t  b e a u t i f u l  

c h u r c h  i n  t h e  d i o c e s e . T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  s t o o d  u n t i l  

1 9 4 1 ,  when t h e  p r e s e n t  C a t h e d r a l  was  b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  

i t .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  F a t h e r  Ub a c h  i n  1 9 0 7 ,  S t .  

J o s e p h ’ s P a r i s h  w i t n e s s e d  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  p a s t o r s ,  i n ­

c l u d i n g  F a t h e r  B e r n a r d  S my t h e  ( 1 9 0 7 - 1 9 1 2 ) ,  a b e l o v e d  

I r i s h  p r i e s t  who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  t h e  p a r i s h  

r e c t o r y ;  F a t h e r  J o s e p h  Nunan ( 19 1 2 - 1 9 1 4 ) ,  who c o n s t r u c t ­

ed  t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 14 ;  F a t h e r  

Eugene H e f f e r n a n  ( 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 9 ) ,  p r e v i o u s l y  t h e  p a s t o r  a t  

Our Lady o f  A n g e l s ;  and F a t h e r  J ohn  J .  Brady ( 1919-1929)  

u n d e r  whose a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e  t h i r d  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  i n  

San Di ego  County  opened :  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l .
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E a r l y  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  F a t h e r  B r a d y  t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  

t o w a r d s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a p a r i s h  s c h o o l .  He w r o t e  t o  B i s h ­

op C a n t w e l l  o f  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s :

I  w i s h  t o  o b t a i n  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  f o r  
S t .  J o s e p h ’s c h u r c h  some p r o p e r t y  f o r  a p a r o c h i a l  
s c h o o l .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  c h u r c h  p r o ­
p e r t y  on t h e  n o r t h . . . . F a t h e r  H e f f e r n a n ,  E . I . P . ,  had  
t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  
o v e r  a y e a r  o r  s o  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  l o w e s t  f i g u r e  
t h a t  t h e  o w n e r  h a s  o f f e r e d  t o  t a k e .  We n e e d  a 
s c h o o l  a t  o n c e .  T h ey  [ t h e  Academy o f  Our  L a d y  o f  
P e a c e ]  do n o t  a c c e p t  b o y s  -  o n l y  s m a l l  b o y s  up  t o  
t h e  t h i r d  g r a d e .  L a s t  S e p t e m b e r  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  
t a k e  i n  t h e  b o y s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  t h a t  I  h a v e  s t a t e d .  
As a c o n s e q u e n c e  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  t h e  p u l i c  s c h o o l  
an d  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  who w i s h e d  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  b o y s  i n  
a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  h a v e  moved t o  "Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  
P a r i s h . "  A P a r i s h  Grammar S c h o o l  i s  a n e c e s s i t y  a t  
p r e s e n t  and t o  h a v e  i t  we need  t h i s  p r o p e r t y .

A few weeks  l a t e r ,  F a t h e r  Brady w r o t e  t o  t h e  B i s h ­

o p ’ s C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y , M o n s i g n o r  J o h n  C a w l e y ,  t o  

d i s c u s s  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  l o a n :

I  w r o t e  t o  t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p  some t i m e  
b e f o r e  h e  w e n t  E a s t  a f ew d a y s  b e f o r e  E a s t e r  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  b u y i n g  some p r o p e r t y  n e a r  t h e  C h u r c h  
f o r  s c h o o l  p u r p o s e s  -  t h e  t e r m s  seemed v e r y  r e a s o n ­
a b l e ,  $ 2 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  -  t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p  a n ­
swe r e d  me f a v o r a b l e  s a i d  a l l  r i g h t  -  go a h e a d  -  now 
t h e  o w n e r  w i l l  t a k e  $ 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  c a s h  b u t  w a n t s  a 
m o r t g a g e  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  -  
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  He i s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  t o  t a k e  a n o t e . . . . I t  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b o r r o w  h e r e  i n  t h e  b a n k s .  What  I  
w a n t  t o  know w o u l d  t h e r e  be  a n y  o b j e c t i o n  t o  g i v i n g  
a m o r t g a g e  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  be  b o u g h t  -  we w a n t  
t h a t  p r o p e r t y . . . . P l e a s e  a s k . . . .

The p r o p e r t y  was s e c u r e d  t h a t  summer,  b u t  i t  would  

t a k e  some y e a r s  b e f o r e  a s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  c o u l d  be b u i l t  

on t h e  new p r o p e r t y .  F a t h e r  B r a d y ,  e a g e r  t o  h a v e  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  p a r i s h  o b t a i n  a C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  

opened  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l  t h a t  y e a r  i n  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

p a r i s h  h a l l  which  had been  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -

mmor . . . .

■ L ' .
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t i o n  o f  F a t h e r  Nunan [See F i g u r e  4 8 ] .

T h e r e  were  t h i r t y - s i x  p u p i l s  r e g i s t e r e d  t h a t  f i r s t  

d a y ,  Augus t  30,  1920:  t w e n t y - s i x  boys  and t e n  g i r l s .  By 

t h e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  t e r m ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  number  o f  

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e v e n  g r a d e s  ( G r a d e s  1 - 7 )  h a d  

m o r e  t h a n  t r i p l e d ,  t o  a t o t a l  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t e e n  

p u p i l s . ^ ®  A p h o t o g r a p h  o f  Gr ades  3 and 4 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  were  n i n e t e e n  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h o s e  two g r a d e s  a t  some 

p o i n t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  y e a r  [ Se e  F i g u r e  49 ] .

The  f i r s t  t h r e e  t e a c h e r s  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  Grammar  

S c h o o l  w e r e  S i s t e r  M. B e r c h m a n s  B e e r s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ;  

S i s t e r  S t .  J a m e s  C h a i s o n  a n d  S i s t e r  M a r y  E s t e l l e  

H a n l e y . ^  S i s t e r  B e r ch ma n s  t a u g h t  g r a d e s  f i v e , s i x  a n d  

s e v e n ,  S i s t e r  S t .  James t a u g h t  g r a d e s  t h r e e  and f o u r  and 

S i s t e r  E s t e l l e  t a u g h t  g r a d e s  o n e  a n d  t wo .  F o r  t h e  

s c h o o l  t e r m  1921-1922,  a n o t h e r  t e a c h e r  j o i n e d  t h e  s t a f f ,  

s i n c e  an  e i g h t h  g r ad e  had been  a dded  t h a t  y e a r .

The  f i r s t  g r a d u a t i o n  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  was  h e l d  on 

J u n e  16,  1922 . ^  F i v e  s t u d e n t s ,  one boy and f o u r  g i r l s ,  

r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  e i g h t h - g r a d e  g r a d u a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t h a t  

y e a r .  As a p h o t o g r a p h  p r e s e r v e d  by S i s t e r  S t .  J a m e s  

d e p i c t s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  e i g h t  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  

f r o m  t h e  e i g h t h  g r a d e ,  f i v e  b o y s  a n d  t h r e e  g i r l s  [ S e e  

F i g u r e  5 0 ] ,

The s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  a n n u a l l y ,  

a n d  by 1 9 2 5 ,  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  was  up t o  two h u n d r e d  s t u ­

d e n t s .  M o n s i g n o r  B r a d y ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u i l t  a l a r g e ,  

t h r e e - s t o r y  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  on t h e
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1

F i g u r e  4 8 .
S t .  J o s e p h ’ s H a l l ,  u s e d  a s  s c h o o l  f rom 19201925 .  

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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F i g u r e  49 .
Gr ad e s  3 and 4 ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l ,  1920.  
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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F i g u r e  50 .
F i r s t  8 t h  g r a d e  g r a d u a t i o n ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l ,

1922.
C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  of  D i o c e s e  of  San Diego
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p r o p e r t y  h e  h ad  p r e v i o u s l y  p u r c h a s e d .  The  new s c h o o l  

[ See  F i g u r e  51]  c o n t a i n e d  many w e l l - e q u i p p e d  c l a s s r o o m s ,  

o f f i c e s  and a c a f e t e r i a .

A c o m m e r c i a l  ’’s c h o o l ” was added  i n  1928,  and S i s t e r  

W i n i f r e d  Ma l o n e y  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  s t a f f  t o  t e a c h  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  c l a s s e s .  The c o m m e r c i a l  s c h o o l  was c o n d u c t e d  

i n  t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l ,  v a c a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  new s c h o o l  was 

b u i l t .  I n  1 9 2 8 ,  a l s o ,  S i s t e r  Mar y  E s t e l l e  H a n l e y  was  

a p p o i n t e d  t h e  new p r i n c i p a l  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s ,  and she  was 

t o  r e m a i n  a t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  many y e a r s .  I n  1 9 2 9 ,  

S i s t e r  W i n i f r e d  Ma l oney  was s u c c e e d e d  a s  t e a c h e r  o f  t h e  

c o m m e r c i a l  s c h o o l  by S i s t e r  Agnes Mary O ' S u l l i v a n .

A n i n t h  g r a d e  was  a d d e d  t o  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  Grammar 

S c h o o l  i n  1937,  and a t e n t h  g r a d e  f o l l o w e d  i n  1938.  The 

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  High S c h o o l  was b u i l t .  

The  e l e v e n t h  g r a d e  was  a d d e d  i n  1 9 4 1 ,  a n d  i n  1942  t h e  

t w e l f t h  g r a d e  was  a d d e d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

p a s t o r ,  Mo n s i gn o r  J ohn  M. H e g a r t y ,  making i t  a c o m p l e t e  

h i g h  s c h o o l .  I t  a l s o  ha d  i t s  own A s s e m b l y  Ha 1 1  [ S e e  

F i g u r e  5 1 ] .  The c o m m e r c i a l  c l a s s e s  were  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  

t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  m a k i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ,  

w h i c h  was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  down t own  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  a 

v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  one t o  young l a d i e s  who wi s hed  t o  p u r s u e  

s e c r e t a r i a l  work.  T h i s  was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l s  of  

i t s  k i n d  i n  San Diego .

The c o m b i n e d  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  g r a d e  s c h o o l  a n d  h i g h  

s c h o o l  i n  1942- 1943  was t h r e e  h u n d r ed  and s i x  s t u d e n t s .
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F i g u r e  5 1 .
New S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1930.  

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego
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F i g u r e  52.
Assembly H a l l  o f  C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  High  S c h o o l ,  n . d .  

C r e d i t :  A r c h i v e s  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  San Diego

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



T h i s  f i g u r e  jumped t o  f o u r  h u n d r e d  and s e v e n t y - s i x  s t u ­

d e n t s  i n  1 9 4 3 - 1 9 4 4 . ^  The  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1 9 4 4 - 1 9 4 5 ,  

was a  y e a r  o f  d o u b l e - s e s s i o n  c l a s s e s .

From 1939 u n t i l  1948,  C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  High S c h o o l  

was  s t a f f e d  by b o t h  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n ­

d e l e t  and t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Or ange .  The S i s ­

t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  

f a c u l t y  by S i s t e r  M. B e n e d i c t  and S i s t e r  R o s a r i a .  When 

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e  r e m o v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

i n  1948 t o  open t h e i r  own h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  g i r l s  i n ’ E a s t  

San Di e g o ,  Ros a r y  High S c h o o l ,  S i s t e r  M. B e n e d i c t  became 

i t s  f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l .

S i s t e r  M. C l a r a  was C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  High S c h o o l ' s

f i r s t  S u p e r i o r  ( 1 9 4 2 - 1 9 4 6 ) ,  w h i l e  Mon s i gn o r  Hurd o f  S t .

J o s e p h ' s  P a r i s h  a c t e d  a s  p r i n c i p a l .  S i s t e r  M. A d r i e n n e
7 9Kennedy became t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n  1947.  S i s t e r  D a v i d a

J o s e p h  g u i d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  p r i n c i p a l  f r o m  1 9 5 4 - 1 9 6 0 ,

d u r i n g  whi ch  t i m e  a new s c h o o l  and c o n v e n t  b u i l d i n g  were

c o n s t r u c t e d .  The new s c h o o l  c o n t a i n e d  f i v e  c l a s s r o o m s ,

s c i e n c e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  home e c o n o m i c s  l a b o r a t o r y ,  m u s i c

rooms ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  and a u x i l i a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .

An a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  H i g h  S c h o o l

a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  i n  1962,  wh i ch  d e s c r i b e d

what  t h e  s c h o o l  had t o  o f f e r .  The a d v e r t i s e m e n t  s t a t e d

t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  was a c c r e d i t e d ,  and :

C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  l o c a t e d  i n  downt own
San Di e g o ,  i s  a f o u r - y e a r  C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r
g i r l s .  U n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  r i g h t  r e a s o n ,  e n ­
l i g h t e n e d  by s u p e r n a t u r a l  f a i t h ,  e a c h  C a t h e d r a l  
s t u d e n t  i s  t r a i n e d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e

wer— • •mv.
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f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l l  h e r  w o ma n l y  
c a p a c i t i e s ,  n a t u r a l  and s u p e r n a t u r a l .  She i s  p r o ­
v i d e d  a s p i r i t u a l ,  m o r a l ,  m e n t a l ,  p h y s i c a l  a n d  
t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  p r e p a r e  h e r  f o r  c u l t u r e d  
C h r i s t i a n  womanhood i n  h e r  c h o s e n  v o c a t i o n  i n  
l i f e .

The  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  o f f e r e d :  a r t ,  d r a m a ,  m o d e r n  d a n c e ,

c h o i r ,  g l e e  c l u b ,  s c i e n c e ,  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  s p r i t u a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  C.S.F. ,  and y e a r b o o k s .

C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s ’ High S c h o o l  merged w i t h  U n i v e r s i t y  

High S c h o o l  f o r  Boys (now c a l l e d  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  San Diego 

H i g h  S c h o o l )  i n  1 9 7 0 ,  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  

Grammar  S c h o o l  c l o s e d .  The s u r r o u n d i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  

c o m p o s e d  c h i e f l y  o f  e l d e r l y ,  r e t i r e d  p e r s o n s  a n d  

b u s i n e s s e s ,  h a d  made t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  b o t h  s c h o o l s  

d e c r e a s e  a n n u a l l y .  A " H a i l  and F a r e w e l l "  p a r t y  was h e l d  

i n  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  on J u n e  14 ,  1 9 7 0 ,  m a r k i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  

f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  on t h e  s i t e  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t . ^  The  f o r m e r  c o n v e n t  a n d  

s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  became t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  C a t h o l i c  Community 

S e r v i c e s ,  and t h e  C a t h e d r a l  P l a z a  R e t i r e m e n t  A p a r t m e n t s  

were  a l s o  b u i l t  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .

I . . . .
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CHAPTER V I I

Not es

^ R e v e r e n d  W i l l i a m  N o r t h ,  " C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a "  ( D o c t o r a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  T h e  
C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Amer i ca ,  1936) ,  p.  156.

2 I b i d . ,  p .  156.

^ C o u r s e  o f  S t u d i e s , c o m p i l e d  J u l y ,  1 9 1 0 ,  f o r  
s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r ­
o n d e l e t .  T h i s  was a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  o u t l i n i n g  l e s s o n  
p l a n s  f o r  e a c h  s c h o o l  q u a r t e r  ( Gr a de s  One t h r o u g h  E i g h t )  
i n  r e l i g i o n ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  s p e l l i n g ,  r e a d i n g ,  l a n g u a g e ,  
g e o g r a p h y ,  w r i t i n g ,  d r a w i n g ,  s i n g i n g ,  n a t u r e  s t u d y  a nd  
p h y s i c a l  c u l t u r e .  T h i s  Cour se  o f  S t u d i e s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  among s c h o o l s  t a u g h t  by t h e s e  S i s t e r s .

^ N o r t h ,  p.  156 a n d  p .  164 .  T h i s  was  a t o t a l  o f  
s i x t y - s i x  new p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s .

^ T h i s  p l a n  was  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  
b y  t h e  S c h o l a s t i c  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  
A r c h d i o c e s e .  C o u r s e s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  i n  r e a d i n g ,  l a n g ­
u a g e ,  g r a mma r  and  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  s p e l l i n g ,  h i s t o r y ,  and  
g e o g r a p h y .

^ R e v e r e n d  D e n n i s  R a n k i n  C l a r k ,  " A n t h o n y  D o m i n i c  
U b a c h  ( 1 8 3 5 - 1 9 0 7 ) ,  P i o n e e r  P r i e s t  o f  San  D i e g o  ( 1 8 6 6 -  
1 9 0 7 ) :  A S t u d y  o f  H i s  I n f l u e n c e  U p o n  t h e  R i s e  o f
C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  San Diego"  ( M a s t e r ' s  T h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p.  8 6 .

^"OLA C e l e b r a t e s  75 Y e a r s , "  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s . May 14,
1981.

^"Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  Bows i n  1905, "  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s . 
Augus t  30,  1962.

^ S i s t e r  S e r e n a ' s  P e r s o n a l  J o u r n a l , s t o r e d  i n  A r ­
c h i v e s  o f  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  W e s t e r n  
P r o v i n c i a 1 a t e , Los  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  The  s c h o o l  
r o s t e r  had  grown t o  216 s t u d e n t s  by t h e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  
t e r m  (See  a l s o  Pe r ma n e n t  S c h o o l  Re c o r d  Book,  1912-1918 ,  
Our Lady of  A ng e l s  C o n ve n t ) .

257
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^ P e r m a n e n t  S c h o o l  Reco r d  Book,  1912 - 1918 ,  Our Lady 
o f  A n g e l s  C o n v e n t .

H " O u r  Lady o f  A n g e l s  Bows i n  1905 , "  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s , 
Augus t  30,  1962.

^ 2 "0LA C e l e b r a t e s  75 Y e a r s , "  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s . May 14,  
1981.

^ " O u r  Lady o f  A n g e l s  Bows i n  1905 , "  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s . 
Augus t  30,  1962.

l ^ " 0 u r  Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h , "  Los A n g e l e s  T i d i n g s . 
S e p t e m b e r  16 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  p.  9.

^ S i s t e r  S e r e n a ' s  P e r s o n a l  J o u r n a l , s t o r e d  i n  A r ­
c h i v e s  o f  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  W e s t e r n  
p r o v i n c i a l a t e ,  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  S e e  a l s o  
S t a t e  S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r s  f o r  P u b l i c  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l s ,  
1912 - 1918 ,  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  C o n v e n t .

1 6 I b i d .

^ I b i d .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  J o h n  C a w l e y  t o  
F a t h e r  M c G r a t h ,  J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 1 9 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ " P a r i s h  B u l l e t i n , "  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h ,  San 
Diego C a l i f o r n i a .  F e b r u a r y ,  1922,  #1.  San Di ego  D i o c e ­
san  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  C o r r  t o  S e c r e t a r y - C h a n c e l l o r  
J o h n  C a w l e y ,  J u l y  4 ,  1 9 2 2 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r ­
c h i v e s  .

2 ^The A n g e l u s . Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  
1922.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

2 2 I b i d .

2 2 L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  C o r r  t o  S e c r e t a r y - C h a n c e l l o r  
John  Cawl ey ,  S ep t e mb e r  1,  1922.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  Ar­
c h i v e s .

2 ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  C o r r  t o  C h a n c e  1 l o r - S e c r e t a r y  
J o h n  C a w l e y ,  A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1 9 2 3 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r ­
c h i v e s .

2 ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  J o h n  C a w l e y  t o  
F a t h e r  C o r r ,  A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1 9 2 3 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r ­
c h i v e s .  About  Young.

wm-:.
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^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  C o r r  t o  C h a n c e l  l o r - S e c r e t a r y  
John  Cawley ,  n . d .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  C o r r  t o  C h a n c e  11 o r - S e c r e t a r y  
J o h n  C a w l e y ,  n . d . ,  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  F o o t n o t e  # 26 .  San 
Diego D i o c e s a n  Ar C h l V G S •

^ L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  C o r r  t o  C h a n c e  11 o r - S e c r e t a r y  
J o h n  C a w l e y ,  n . d . ,  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  F o o t n o t e s  #26 o r  # 2 7 .  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ " F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  o f  Our Lady o f  A n ge l s  P a r i s h  For  
Year  End i ng  December  31,  1923."  San Diego D i o c e s an  Ar­
c h i v e s  .

■ ^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Mrs.  B a r b a r a  McKamey (McCar t hy ) ,  a 
f o r me r  s t u d e n t  of  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  S c h o o l .  August  15,  
1985.

■ ^ I b i d .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  v e r i f i e d  
t h r o u g h  s o u r s e s  a t  t h e  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M r s . J o s e p h i n e  ( K o r h e r r )  A r b e s ,  a 
f o r m e r  s t u d e n t  of  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  S c h o o l .  Sep tember  
6 , 1985.

^ L e t t e r  f r o m F a t h e r  Thomas  Ki ng  t o  C h a n c e l  l o r -  
S e c r e t a r y  Be r na r d  J .  D o l a n ,  J a n u a r y  18,  1926.  San Diego 
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .  T h i s  l o t  had been  p u r c h a s e d  i n  1921 
by F a t h e r  M c G r a t h ,  s e e  L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  M c G r a t h  t o  
C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  Ca wl e y ,  May 21,  1921,  and r e p l y  on 
May 23,  1921.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  B e r na r d  J .  D o l a n  
t o  F a t h e r  Thomas K i n g ,  J a n u a r y  25 ,  1926 .  San D i e g o
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

• ^ L e t t e r  f r om  Mr.  H.L.  B u r g e s s  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
November 23,  1927.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

• ^ L e t t e r  f r o m B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  Mr.  H.L.  B u r g e s s ,  
November 25,  1927.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

• ^ S t a t e  S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r  f o r  P u b l i c  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l s ,  G r a d e s  2 - 8 ,  1 9 3 6 - 1 9 3 7 .  Our  Lady  o f  A n g e l s
C o n v e n t .  The  S i s t e r s  s e e m e d  t o  c h a n g e  a r o u n d  q u i t e  
f r e q u e n t l y ,  f o r  i n  1940,  a l l  t h e  t e a c h e r s  were  d i f f e r e n t  
e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,  S i s t e r  H e l e n a .  See Pe r ma n e n t  
S c h oo l  Record  Book,  1935- 1946 .  Our Lady of  A n g e l s  Con­
v e n t  .

• ^ S t u d e n t  R e p o r t  C a r d s ,  c i r c a  1 9 3 0 ' s .  Our Lady  o f  
A n g e l s  Con v e n t .
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• ^ T h e r e  was  no e x p l a n a t i o n  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  a r c h i v a l  
s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p e r t y .  
However ,  v a r i o u s  a r c h i v a l  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  F a t h e r  
M c N e l l i s  w a s  n o t  p e r f o r m i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  i n  h i s  
p r i e s t l y  o b l i g a t i o n s .

^ F a t h e r  King was a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  San Di ego ;  he  had 
s e r v e d  a s  F a t h e r  U b a c h ’ s  a s s i s t a n t  i n  1903.

^ S c a r c e l y  had  t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l  be e n  c o m p l e t e d  when 
a l l  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h e r e  g r o u p s  o f  
p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  w e r e  i n d e f i n i t e l y  c l o s e d  d u e  t o  t h e  
o u t b r e a k  o f  i n f l u e n z a  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The h a l l ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  was n e v e r  u s e d  f o r  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e .

^ ” S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l , ” San  D i e g o ,  
C a l i f o r n i a .  O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s ,  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  Los A n g e l e s ,  CA.

^ " H i s t o r y  o f  S t .  J o h n ’s P a r i s h , ” B o o k l e t  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  1 9 2 0 .  C e n t e r  f o r  R e g i o n a l  H i s t o r y ,  S a n  D i e g o  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  n . p .  S ee  a l s o  S t .  J o h n ’ s S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r ; 
L i s t  o f  P u p i l s  A t t e n d i n g  S t .  J o h n ’s S c h o o l  S i n c e  I t s  Be­
g i n n i n g  i n  1919 .  S t .  J o h n ’ s R e c t o r y ,  1620 L i n c o l n  Ave.

^ A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e c o r d s  a t  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  
A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  S i s t e r  
D o l o r e s  t o o k  d e t a i l e d  n o t e s  on t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  t o o k  
p l a c e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  h a v e  been  l o s t  o r  m i s p l a c e d  w i t h  
t i m e .

^ S t .  J o h n ' s  S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r ; L i s t  o f  P u p i l s  
A t t e n d i n g  S t .  J o h n ' s  S c h oo l  S i n c e  I t s  B e g i n n i n g  i n  1919.  
S t .  J o h n ’ s R e c t o r y ,  1620 L i n c o l n  Ave.

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  K i n g  t o  M o n s i g n o r  C a w l e y ,  
C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  B i s h op ,  March 10,  1921.  San 
Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  King t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  Augus t  
9 ,  19 2 1 .  San Diego  D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  Cawley  t o  F a t h e r  
K i n g ,  Au g u s t  16 ,  1921 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ S t .  J o h n ’ s S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r . . . n . n .

5 0 I b i d .

5 1 I b i d .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  K e a t i n g  t o  M o n s i g n o r  D o l a n ,  
C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  f o r  Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l ,  J un e  24,  1928.  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .
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■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  K e a t i n g  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  May
21,  1930 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  K e a t i n g ,  May
22,  1930 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ " S t a t e  S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r  f o r  P u b l i c  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l s ,  1 9 2 8 - 1 9 2 9 . "  F i r s t  a n d  S e c o n d  G r a d e s ,  S i s t e r  
Mary C h a r l e s ,  T e a c h e r .  S t .  J o h n ' s  R e c t o r y ,  1620 L i n c o l n  
Ave.

" S t . J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l , "  S a n  D i e g o  
C a l i f o r n i a .  O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s ,  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  Los  A n g e l e s ,  CA.

■ ^ S e e  l e t t e r s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  h e r  r e q u e s t s :  L e t t e r
f r o m  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  M c N i c h o l a s  t o  S i s t e r  D e l p h i n e ,  
J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 3 5 ,  a n d  L e t t e r  f r o m  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  Mc­
N i c h o l a s  t o  S i s t e r  D e l p h i n e ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 3 6 .  San  
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^®In  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  S i s t e r  A n i t a  B e r n a r d  i n s t r u c t e d  
G r a d e s  One a n d  Two; S i s t e r  M. A n g e l a  i n s t r u c t e d  G r a d e s  
F i v e  and  S i x ,  and S i s t e r  Rose B e r n a r d  i n s t r u c t e d  Gr ades  
S e v e n  a n d  E i g h t .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e c a d e ,  
S i s t e r  H e l e n  C l a r e  t a u g h t  G r a d e s  F i v e  a n d  S i x ,  and  
S i s t e r  M a r i a n a  t a u g h t  Gr ad e s  Seven and E i g h t .

5 9 " S t . J o h n ' s  F i g h t s  f o r  I t s  S c h o o l , "  S o u t h e r n  
C r o s s . O c t o b e r  15,  1970 ,  p .  1 .

^ ^ " S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l , "  S a n  D i e g o  
C a l i f o r n i a .  O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s ,  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  A r c h i v e s ,
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  Los  A n g e l e s ,  CA.

^ C a r l  H e i l b r o n ,  E d . ,  H i s t o r y  o f  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  
(San D i e g o ,  CA: San Diego  P r e s s  C l u b ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  104.

^ ^ San Diego  U n i o n , December  12,  1868 ,  p .  3.

^ T h e  name h as  b e e n  c ha nge d  t o  K e t t n e r .

^ ^ San Diego  U n i o n . Se p t e mb e r  28 ,  1872 ,  p .  3 .

^ Los A n g e l e s  T i d i n g s , J a n u a r y  1,  1898,  p p .  2 1 - 2 2 .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  J o h n  Brady t o  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l ,  
A p r i l  10 ,  1919.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Brady t o  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y ,  
Mon s i gn o r  John  Cawl ey ,  May 5,  1919.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ R e c o r d s ,  P r o v i n c i a l a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .
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J o s e p h  of  C a r o n d e l e t ,  Los A n g e l e s ,  CA.

6 9 I b i d .

7 0 I b i d .

^ B o o k l e t ,  " S i l v e r  J u b i l e e ,  C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  H i g h  
S c h o o l . "  P u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 7 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

7^ S i s t e r  A d r i en ne  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  A r c h i v i s t  f o r  t h e  
P r o v i n c i a l a t e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t ,  C a r o n d e l e t  C e n t e r ,  Los A n g e l e s ,  CA.

^ S o u t h e r n  C r o s s , a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  C a t h e d r a l  G i r l s '  
High S c h o o l ,  Augus t  30 ,  1962.

7^ " C e n t e n n i a l  of  S a i n t  J o s e p h  C a t h e d r a l  P a r i s h ,  San 
Diego C a l i f o r n i a , "  1874- 1974 .  P u b l i s h e d  i n  1974,  p.  9.
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CHAPTER V I I I

I

S t . A u g u s t i n e  High S c h oo l  f o r  Boys

As e a r l y  a s  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e r e  was  t a l k  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  i n  

San Di ego  a C a t h o l i c  d i o c e s a n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  F a t h e r  John  

Brady ,  p a s t o r  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  P a r i s h ,  w r o t e  t o  t h e  R i g h t  

R e v e r e n d  C a n t w e l l ,  B i s h o p  o f  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s  i n  t h e  

s p r i n g  o f  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  s t a t e d ,  "We h a v e  h a d  a  m e e t i n g  

o f  t h e  P a s t o r s  o f  San Diego  on t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  q u e s t i o n  

a n d  t h e  s i t e  a n d  p u r c h a s e  o f  a l o c a t i o n  i s  u n d e r  c o n s i d ­

e r a t i o n . " ^  The  B i s h o p ' s  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y ,  Mon­

s i g n o r  J o h n  Cawl ey ,  r e p l i e d  t o  F a t h e r  Brady i n  a l e t t e r  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month ,  " . . .The  B i s h o p  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  s poke  

o f  g o i n g  t o  S a n  D i e g o  f o r  a f ew d a y s  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  

r e t u r n ,  t o  t a l k  o v e r  w i t h  y o u . . . t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 

c e n t r a l  h i g h  s c h o o l , " ^

D e s p i t e  t h e  t a l k ,  h o w e v e r ,  no s u b s e q u e n t  a c t i o n  was 

t a k e n  a n d  t h e  m a t t e r  r e s t e d  f o r  o v e r  two y e a r s .  I t  was  

a w o n d e r f u l  s u r p r i s e  t o  t h e  D i o c e s e ,  t h e n ,  when i n  t h e  

f a l l  o f  1921 ,  R e v e r e n d  N i c h o l a s  V a s e y ,  F a t h e r  P r o v i n c i a l  

f o r  t h e  O r d e r  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

c o n t a c t e d  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  

s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s  D i o c e s e . -3 The  

A u g u s t i n i a n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  many o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  communi­

t i e s  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  v i e w  C a l i f o r n i a  a s  a

263
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l a n d  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .  To F a t h e r  V a s e y ' s  i n q u i r y ,  t h e  

o v e r j o y e d  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  r e p l i e d ,  " T h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  

need i n  San Diego o f  a  Boys '  S c h o o l . " ^

F a t h e r  Thomas H e a l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  A u g u s t i n i a n  a s s i g n e d  

t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a r r i v e d  i n  San Diego i n  May o f  1922,  and 

s e t t l e d  a t  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  P a r i s h  i n  M i s s i o n  H i l l s . ^  Upon 

F a t h e r  H e a l y ' s  s h o u l d e r s  f e l l  t h e  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

o f  a s s um i n g  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  i n  a new communi ty w h i c h  had a 

p a r i s h  d e b t  o f  $ 1 4 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  boys  i n  t h e  c i t y .

The o v e r w h e l m i n g  bu r den  was n o t  t o  be s o l e l y  F a t h e r  

H e a l y ' s  f o r  l o n g ,  t h o u g h .  I n  J u n e  o f  1 9 2 2 ,  B i s h o p  

C a n t w e l l  j o u r n e y e d  t o  V i l l a n o v a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  

o f  t h e  s i n g l e  A u g u s t i n i a n  p r o v i n c e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

f o r  f i n a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  R e v e r e n d  N i c h o l a s  Vasey  on 

t h e  b o y s '  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  San  D i e g o .  At t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e y  

a p p r o a c h e d  a young c h e m i s t r y  t e a c h e r  a t  V i l l a n o v a ,  and 

u p o n  h e a r i n g  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  o p e n  a C a t h o l i c  h i g h  

s c h o o l  f o r  b o y s  i n  Sa n  D i e g o ,  F a t h e r  A l p h o n s e  M a r t e l  

r e a d i l y  a g r e e d  t o  assume f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  He l a t e r  

s t a t e d ,  " I  a r r i v e d  i n  San Diego  t h e  l a s t  week o f  Augus t  

1 9 2 2 ,  and  s e t t l e d  w i t h  F a t h e r  Thomas  H e a l y ,  O. S . A. ,  a t  

S t .  V i n c e n t ’s Chu r ch ,  where  he was t h e  p a s t o r . " * ’

Announcement s  we re  i m m e d i a t e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  l o c a l  p a r i s h e s  t h a t  a C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  

boys  would  open  on Se p t e mb e r  1 8 th  i n  t h e  c i t y , ^  t h e  same 

day t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  were s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e g i n .  F a t h e r  

A l p ho ns e  M a r t e l ,  O.S.A. ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  and f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l

m . :
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o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  h i g h  S c h o o l ,  s t a r t e d  s c h o o l  t h a t  y e a r  

i n  a h u m b l e  way ,  i n  S t .  V i n c e n t ’ s P a r i s h  H a l l . ®  F a t h e r  

H e a l y  t e l e g r a p h e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  mess age  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t ­

w e l l  on Sep t e mber  1 8 t h :  "OPENED HIGH SCHOOL THIS MORN­

ING WITH NINETEEN BOYS. " 9

The s c h o o l  began  w i t h  two g r a d e s ,  a f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  

an d  a s o p h o m o r e  c l a s s .  The  names  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  

n o t  r e c o r d e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  f i r s t  

y e a r  i n c l u d e d  R e l i g i o n ,  E n g l i s h ,  A ' l g e b r a ,  A n c i e n t  

H i s t o r y ,  S p a n i s h ,  G e n e r a l  S c i e n c e  and P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g ,  

and t h e y  were  i n  c o n f o r ma n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s . ^

F a t h e r  M a r t e l  l a b o r e d  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and 

e x p a n d  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  W h i l e  

t h e  b o y s  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  a t  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  C h u r c h  H a l l ,  

F a t h e r  M a r t e l  s c o u r e d  t h e  e n v i r o n s  f o r  a s u i t a b l e  l o c a ­

t i o n  i n  which t o  b u i l d  a p e r ma n e n t  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g .  On 

O c t o b e r  5,  1 9 2 2 ,  t e n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  b e t w e e n  32nd  an d  

3 3 r d  S t r e e t s ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  Nutmeg a n d  P a l m  S t r e e t s ,  was  

p u r c h a s e d  a t  a c o s t  o f  $ 1 7 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 . ^  F a t h e r  H e a l y  

j o k i n g l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  p a r c e l  o f  l a n d  was

e s s e n t i a l  b e c a u s e  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  r e q u i r e d  40
12m i n u t e s  o f  p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e  f o r  boys  e v e r y  day .

C o n s t r u c t i o n  on S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l  f o r  boys

was  b e g u n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  192 3 .  F a t h e r  B r a d y ,  p a s t o r

o f  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  P a r i s h ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  on

t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l :

A h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  b o y s  h a s  b e e n  o p e n e d  by t h e  Aug­
u s t i n i a n  F a t h e r s  l a s t  S e p t e mber .  T w e n t y - f i v e  boys
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were  e n r o l l e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r .  The F a t h e r s  h a v e  
p u r c h a s e d  g r o u n d  i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  n o r t h e a s t  of  
B a l b o a  P a r k  a n d  p l a n s  f o r  a new b u i l d i n g  t o  be 
opened  i n  S e p te mb er  a r e  b e i n g  worked o u t .

The  t y p e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  was  t h e  o l d  S p a n i s h  m i s s i o n  s t y l e ,  

and was d e s i g n e d  by San Diego a r c h i t e c t s  Mean and Requa.  

One g r ou p  of  b u i l d i n g s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s ,  l a b o r a ­

t o r i e s ,  s t u d y  a n d  r e a d i n g  r o o m s .  The  m i d d l e  g r o u p  i n ­

c l u d e d  m e c h a n i c a l  d r a w i n g  r o o m s ,  l o c k e r  r o o ms  a nd  a 

c h a p e l ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

t h e  r e c t o r y  was  b u i l t .  The c o s t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  

was  $ 9 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 1 4

A s t u d e n t  body p h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  new 

s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  a t  32nd  a n d  Nutmeg S t r e e t s  d e p i c t s  a 

g r o u p  o f  t h i r t y - e i g h t  s t u d e n t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  F a t h e r  

A l p h o n s e  M a r t e l  and o t h e r  p r i e s t s  [ See  F i g u r e  5 3 ] .  Th i s  

p h o t o g r a p h ,  t a k e n  a t  some p o i n t  i n  1923,  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  

be t h e  e a r l i e s t  s t u d e n t  body p i c t u r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  The 

c l a s s  o f  1 9 2 2 - 2 3 ,  a t t e n d i n g  c l a s s e s  a t  S t .  V i n c e n t ’ s 

P a r i s h  H a l l ,  may h a v e  posed  f o r  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  when t h e  

s c h o o l  was  n e a r  c o m p l e t i o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  m o s t  l i k e l y  an  

e a r l y  s h o t  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  1923-24 .

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  o f  B a l b o a  

P a r k ,  was r e a d y  f o r  o c cupa ncy  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  1923-  

1924,  and  was d e d i c a t e d  by B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  on August  28,  

1 9 2 3 ,  t h e  f e a s t  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e . ^  S c h o o l  o p e n e d  on 

S e p te mb er  4,  1923,  w i t h  f i f t y - n i n e  s t u d e n t s ,  bu t  t h e  e n ­

r o l l m e n t  by t h e  end o f  t h e  y e a r  was s i x t y - e i g h t  b o y s . - ^

i e t * -  . . . .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



2 6 7

F i g u r e  53 .
S t u d e n t  Body,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High  S c h o o l ,  c i r c a  1923.  

C r e d i t :  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High  S c h oo l

L
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The  S a n  D i e g o  E v e n i n g  T r i b u n e  q u o t e d  F a t h e r  M a r t e l  a s  

s a y i n g  t h a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  was  " a  new u p - t o - d a t e  i n ­

s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  c i t y . . . a  p o w e r  

f o r  c u l t u r e  a n d  f o r  more  p e r f e c t  ma n ho od ,  a n d  a more  

u p r i g h t  c i t i z e n s h i p . " * ^

At  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  1 9 2 3 - 1 9 2 4  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  F a t h e r  

A l p h o n s e  M a r t e l  was r e p l a c e d  a s  p r i n c i p a l  o f  S t .  A u g u s t ­

i n e  High S c h o o l .  S o u r c e s  do n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  

h i s  d i s m i s s a l ,  a n d  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  p r i e s t  who h ad  w o r k e d  

s o  f a i t h f u l l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  b o y s '  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  t o o k  

t h e  news e x c e e d i n g l y  h a r d .  Angry and u p s e t ,  he w r o t e  t o  

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  p l a n s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  Orde r  

o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  and hoped  t h a t  t h e  B i s h o p  would  a c c e p t  

him i n t o  t h e  d i o c e s e  a s  a s e c u l a r  p r i e s t .  He s t a t e d :

The  B o a r d  o f  D e f i n i t o r s  s aw f i t  t o  r e m o v e  me an d  
s e n d  F a t h e r  V a l i q u e t t e  i n  my p l a c e .  I  w i l l  n o t  e n ­
t e r  i n t o  d e t a i l s  a s  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  u n e x p e c t e d  
c h a n ge  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  F a t h e r  Vasey had a s s u r e d  me 
f u l l  c h a r g e .  My P r o v i n c i a l ,  Dr.  Hi ckey  and F a t h e r  
D o l a n  a d m i r e d  an d  p r a i s e d  my l a b o r s  an d  my work  
h e r e  b o t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a nd  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I  
f e e l  I  am u n j u s t l y  r e m o v e d . . . .

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  s t r o n g l y  a d v i s e d  F a t h e r  M a r t e l  n o t  

t o  l e a v e  t h e  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  A u g u s t i n i a n  O r d e r , * ^  b u t  

he e v e n t u a l l y  d i d ,  and j o i n e d  t h e  d i o c e s e  o f  L a f a y e t t e ,  

L o u i s i a n a .  A l e t t e r  t o  F a t h e r  W i l l i a m  S u l l i v a n  i n  1948 

showed how much he s t i l l  l o v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  he f ou n d e d  i n  

San D i e g o :

. . .Now F a t h e r  t h i s  i s  a l l  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  o f  t h i s  
b e a u t i f u l  s c h o o l  w h e r e  my h e a r t  i s  b u r i e d ,  b u t  i n  
o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  b a c k  m e m o r i e s  I  am now b u i l d i n g  a 
s i m i l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h e r e  i n  E u n i c e  a s  a g r ammar  
s c h o o l .  I f  you d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  come and s e e .

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



The e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  were  t e n u o u s  b e c a u s e  

o f  a  s m a l l  e n r o l l m e n t .  F a t h e r  M a r t e l ' s  s u c c e s s o r ,  Rev­

e r e n d  G e o r g e  A. O ' M e a r a ,  c o n t i n u a l l y  s t r u g g l e d  t o  i m­

p r o v e  c o n d i t i o n s .  T u i t i o n  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  was $10.00 p e r  

s t u d e n t  e a c h  m o n t h ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e r e  w e r e  f e w s t u d e n t s ,  

t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  b l e a k .  B i s h o p  C a n t ­

w e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s o u g h t  ways t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  

a n d  i n  A u g u s t  o f  1 9 2 4 ,  s e n t  l e t t e r s  t o  a l l  t h e  p a s t o r s  

i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  San  D i e g o  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e s ­

s a g e :

When I  u n d e r t o o k  t o  b r i n g  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  F a t h e r s  
t o  o p e n  a h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  S a n  D i e g o  I  was  a s s u r e d  by 
t h e  p a s t o r s  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  c o o p e r a t e  i n  
e v e r y  way w i t h  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n s  t o  make t h e  s c h o o l  
a c o m p l e t e  s u c c e s s .  Th e y  a r e  now a b o u t  t o  b e g i n  
t h e i r  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  w o r k ,  a n d  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  a 
l a r g e  e n r o l l m e n t  a r e  n o t  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g .  I t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  F a t h e r s  t o  c h a r g e  
t u i t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  I t  i s  
a l s o  t o  be  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  some p a r e n t s  a r e  u n a b l e  
t o  m e e t  t h i s  e x p e n s e  e a c h  m o n t h .  I n  o r d e r ,  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  may c o n t i n u e  I  h e r e b y  d i r e c t  
t h a t  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  e a c h  p a r i s h  p a y  $ 5 . 0 0  a m o n t h  
f o r  e a c h  boy a t t e n d i n g  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
t h e  b u r d e n  may b e  l i f t e d  o f f  t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  
g r e a t e r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  g i v e n  t o  t h e m  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  t h e r e . . . . B y  t h i s  m e a n s  t h e  p a r e n t s  may be  
a b l e  t o  J i ay  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f ,  n a m e l y ,  $ 5 . 0 0  o f  t h e  
t u i t i o n .

T h i s  p o l i c y  c u t  t h e  t u i t i o n  r a t e  i n  h a l f  f o r  b o y s  

a t t e n d i n g  S t ,  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  a n d  p a r e n t s  w e l ­

comed t h e  n e w s .  A f t e r  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  w a s  p u t  i n t o  e f ­

f e c t ,  t h e  B i s h o p  t u r n e d  t o  a l l  C a t h o l i c s  i n  San  D i e g o  

f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  F a t h e r  Br ad y ,  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  

P a r i s h ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t i c e  f rom t h e  B i s h o p ' s  

C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  e a r l y  i n  1925:

I  am i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p  t o  a s k

R . -
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you t o  t a k e  up w i t h  t h e  p a s t o r s  o f  San  D i e g o  t h e  
a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  a l l o w i n g  o ne  o f  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  
F a t h e r s  t o  t a l k  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c h u r c h e s  on  t h e  p u r ­
pose  o f  h e l p i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  f i n a n c i a l l y .  The Augus­
t i n i a n  F a t h e r s  a r e  d o i n g  good  w o r k  i n  t h e  d i o c e s e  
and f e e l  i t  m i g h t  be some e n c o u r a g em e n t  t o  them t o  
g e t  some f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  f r o m  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  o f  San  
D i e g o . 2 2

The A u g u s t i n i a n s  were  t h e n  a l l o w e d  t o  s o l i c i t  f u n d s  

d u r i n g  Mass i n  San Diego  p a r i s h e s .  Two more h i g h  p o i n t s  

o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r ,  1925.  E a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  

A u g u s t i n i a n s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  C h u r c h ,  on 

3 0 t h  a nd  D w i g h t  S t r e e t s ;  i t  was  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h  t h a t  

t h e i r  s c h o o l  was l o c a t e d .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l  c e l e b ­

r a t e d  i t s  f i r s t  commencement  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h r e e  

y e a r s  a f t e r  i t  h a d  o p e n e d .  M o n s i g n o r  J o h n  C a w l e y ,  a d ­

m i n i s t r a t o r  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  (who was  

i n  E u r o p e ) ,  was  a s k e d  t o  o f f i c i a t e  a t  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  

and he communica t ed  t o  F a t h e r  O'Meara ,  " I t  w i l l  g i v e  me 

g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t o  be  w i t h  you  f o r  y o u r  co m me n c e me n t  on 

Wednesday,  J u n e  10 . " 2 2

The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  e l e v e n  g r a d ­

u a t e s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  5 4 ]  a s  a p h o t o g r a p h  d e p i c t s ,  and  t h e  

B i s h o p  was  a g a i n  a s k e d  t o  p r e s i d e  a t  c o m me n c e me n t  s e r ­

v i c e s  i n  J u n e .  F a t h e r  O'Meara ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,  s t a t e d  i n  

a l e t t e r :

I  am p l a n n i n g  on h a v i n g  our  s ec o n d  commencement  on 
T u e s d a y  o r  W e d n e s d a y ,  J u n e  8 t h  o r  9 t h .  L a s t  y e a r  
you w e r e  i n  E u r o p e ,  b u t  t h i s  y e a r  I  am h o p i n g  you 
may be  w i t h  u s  t o  p r e s i d e . . . . Y o u r  p r e s e n c e  w i l l  
h e l p  u s  and i m p r e s s  San Diego.

The B i s ho p  r e p l i e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h a t  he  wou l d  be a t  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s ,  an d  t h e r e -
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F i g u r e  54 .
S t u d e n t  Body,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  1926.  

C r e d i t :  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h oo l
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a f t e r  was  t o  make an  a n n u a l  h a b i t  o f  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  f o r

t h e  o c c a s i o n .  The g r owt h  and p r o g r e s s  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e

High S c h o o l  f o r  boys  was an  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n  o f  Bi s hop

C a n t w e l l ’s ,  and he a l w a y s  m a i n t a i n e d  an  a c t i v e ,  p e r s o n a l

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  San  D i e g o  s c h o o l .  When F a t h e r  O’M e a r a

a s k e d  h i m o n c e  a g a i n  i n  e a r l y  1927  t o  s e n d  a l e t t e r

a p p r o v i n g  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  he

r e a d i l y  a g r e e d ,  s t a t i n g :

I  am e n c l o s i n g  a l e t t e r  t o  you i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
d e b t  u p o n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  The  A u g u s t ­
i n i a n s  h a v e  been v e r y  h e l p f u l  i n  a l l  p a r i s h e s  s i n c e  
t h e y  came h e r e .  Your  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  o n l y  h i g h  
s c h o o l  i n  San Diego .  I t  mus t  be a  p a r o c h i a l  b u r d ­
en.  Under  t h e  p r e s e n t  management ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
P r i e s t s  w i l l  be mos t  g e n e r o u s  i n  t h e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  y o u .

A m a j o r  d r i v e  f o r  f u n d s  was  l a u n c h e d  t h a t  y e a r ,

s p e a r h e a d e d  by t h e  B i s h o p  h i m s e l f .  As F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a

c o n c e d e d ,  o n l y  20% o f  t h e  b o y s  p a i d  f u l l  t u i t i o n ,  38%

p a i d  a p a r t i a l  amount  o f  t u i t i o n ,  and 42% o f  t h e  s t u d e n t
0 7body  p a i d  a b s o l u t e l y  no t u i t i o n .  The  l e t t e r  c i t e d

a b o v e  was one  a d d r e s s e d  t o  a l l  t h e  p a s t o r s  i n  San Diego

on F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 .  I t  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

u r g e n t  me ss ag e :

I t  i s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  c l e r g y  an d  
t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p e o p l e  o f  San D ie g o ,  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  b o y s  i n  S a n  D i e g o  C o u n t y  
s h o u l d  o b t a i n  t h e  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  
p e o p l e .  The o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  s c h o o l  was 
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a p e t i t i o n  made t o  me by t h e  p r i e s t s  
o f  S a n  D i e g o  who w e r e  s o l i c i t i o u s  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  b o y s .  F o r  many y e a r s ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  d e v o t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  
g i r l s  a n d  b o y s ,  b u t  when C a t h o l i c  b o y s  l e f t  t h e  
grammar s c h o o l s  t h e y  were  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  wh i ch  mean t  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l i g o u s  
t r a i n i n g  e n t i r e l y  c e a s e d .  I n  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a s  t h e  
y e a r s  wou l d  go by,  t h e  Church  wou l d  l a c k  l a y - C a t h o -
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l i e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  San D i e g o . . . . !  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a v e  no 
h e s i t a t i o n  i n  g i v i n g  my a p p r o b a t i o n  t o  a n y  a p p e a l  
t h a t  you  w i l l  make d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  y e a r  
f o r  a l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e b t  upon t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  
s c h o o l . 2®

The 1927 d r i v e  f o r  f u n d s  was o n l y  somewhat  s u c c e s s ­

f u l ,  and Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  

t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  f i g u r e  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s .  I n  A u g u s t ,  

a f t e r  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  was 

e q u i p p e d  t o  h a n d l e  250 s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  n o r m a l l y  e n r o l l e d  

f a r  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  n u m b e r ,2^ t h e  B i s h op  once a g a i n  w r o t e  

t o  a l l  t h e  p a s t o r s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  u r g i n g  t h e m t o  e n c o u r a g e  

t h e i r  boys  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l .  He s t a t e d :

P l e a s e  make a s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  C a t h o ­
l i c  b o y s  p o s s i b l e  i n t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l .  
T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w r ong  i n  a c o m m u ni t y  w h e r e  300 
boys  a t t e n d  t h e  S e n i o r  P u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a s  t h e y  
do i n  San  D i e g o ,  w h i l e  o n l y  60 b o y s  a t t e n d  t h e  Aug­
u s t i n i a n  s c h o o l .  The c a r e  o f  boys  s h o u l d  be and i s  
our  g r e a t e s t  a n x i e t y .  E v e r y  e f f o r t  mus t  be made t o  
g e t  t h e  boys  u n d e r  C a t h o l i c  i n f l u e n c e .  U n l e s s  t h i s  
o c c u r s ,  we b u i l d  i n  v a i n  o u r  c h u r c h e s  a n d  
s c h o o l . 3 0

The p a s t o r s  r e s p o n d e d  a s  b e s t  a s  t h e y  c o u l d ,  and on 

S e p t e m b e r  19 ,  192 7 ,  a f t e r  s c h o o l  ha d  o p e n e d ,  F a t h e r  

O’M e a r a  r e p o r t e d  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  "We h a v e  156 b o y s  

r e g i s t e r e d ,  84 o f  w h i c h  a r e  new.  The f u t u r e  l o o k s  

b r i g h t . " 3 -̂ N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a n o t h e r  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  

B i s h o p ' s  s u p p o r t  i n  u r g i n g  p a s t o r s  t o  s end  t h e i r  boys  t o  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  w a s  s o o n  ma de  u p o n  t h e  

C h a n c e r y  O f f i c e . 3 2  A f t e r  l e n d i n g  a l l  t h e  s u p p o r t  he  

c o u l d ,  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  was  f o r c e d  t o  a d m i t  t o  F a t h e r  

N i c h o l a s  V a s e y ,  F a t h e r  P r o v i n c i a l  o f  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  

O r d e r ,  t h a t  " . . . t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  n u mb e r  i n  t h e  San  D i e g o

K .
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S c h o o l  i s  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y . " ^

D e s p i t e  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s t r u g g l i n g ,  

much was  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  

W i t h i n  i t s  f i r s t  few y e a r s ,  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  formed t e ams  

i n  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  s p o r t s .  E x t a n t  p h o t o g r a p h s  d e p i c t  t h e  

1924  f o o t b a l l  t e a m ,  t h e  1925  b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m  a n d  t h e  

19 2 6  b a s e b a l l  t e a m  [ S e e  F i g u r e s  5 5 ,  56 a n d  5 7 ] ,  The 

" S a i n t s , "  a s  t h e y  became known i n  1926 (a  name c o i n e d  by 

F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a )  p l a y e d  c o l l e g e s ,  t h e  N a v a l  T r a i n i n g  

C e n t e r ,  and o u t  o f  town h i g h  s c h o o l s  -  i n c l u d i n g  V i l l a ­

n o v a  P r e p  i n  O j a i ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h i c h  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n s  

had opened  i n  1924.

The  s t u d e n t  b o d y  i n  1928 r e a c h e d  141 b o y s  [ S e e  

F i g u r e  5 8 ] .  At g r a d u a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s  i n  1929,  p r e s i d e d  

by B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  t w e n t y - n i n e  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  

d i p l o m a s . ^  Summer s c h o o l  was h e l d  t h a t  y e a r  t o  i mp r ov e  

t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n , ^  b u t  i t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  h e l p  

much.  F a t h e r  O'Meara p o i n t e d  o u t  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  of  t h e  

p r o b l e m  i n  an a n a l y t i c a l  l e t t e r  t o  B i s hop  C a n t w e l l .  Hi s  

v i e w s  on t h e  m a t t e r  were  e x p r e s s e d  t h u s :

I  am c o n v i n c e d ,  a f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  i n  San  D i e g o ,  t h a t  
i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  and t o  
make s t r o n g  t h e  w h o l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  two d e f i n i t e  
s t e p s  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  n e x t  f a l l .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a j u n i o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  
s e v e n t h ,  e i g h t h ,  and n i n t h  g r a d e s .  The s e c o n d  i s  a 
j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  c o m p r i s i n g  f r e s h m a n  a n d  s o p h o m o r e  
y e a r s ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a w e l l - l a i d  p l a n  f o r  a d d i n g  
j u n i o r  a n d  s e n i o r  y e a r s  i n  due  t i m e . . . . T h e  s t e p  
f r o m  t h e  n i n t h  g r a d e  i n  t h e  j u n i o r  p u b l i c  h i g h  
s c h o o l  t o  t h e  sophomore  y e a r  i n  t h e  s e n i o r  [ p u b l i c ]  
h i g h  s c h o o l  i s  much e a s i e r  t h a n  t h e  s t e p  f r o m  t h e  
n i n t h  g r a d e  i n  t h e  j u n i o r  [ p u b l i c ]  h i g h  s c h o o l  t o  
ou r  sophomore  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  c a u s e d  by t h e  d i f f e r ­
e n c e  i n  c u r r i c u l a .  We i n s i s t  t h a t  a g r a d u a t e  o f

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



2 7 5

F i g u r e  55 .
F o o t b a l l  Team,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  1924.  

C r e d i t :  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High  S ch o o l
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F i gu r e  56.
B a s k e t b a l l  Team, S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  1925.  
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F i g u r e  57 .
B a s e b a l l  Team,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  1926,  
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F i g u r e  58.
S t u d e n t  Body,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  1928.  
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o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l  n o t  o n l y  g e t  o u t  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  b u t  
be  p r e p a r e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  c o l l e g e .  The  p u b l i c  h i g h  
s c h o o l ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i t s  s y s t e m ,  h a s  o n l y  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  g r a d u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  -  somet i mes  
w i t h  a l o n g  l i s t  o f  c r e d i t s  i n a  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  i n  an  
i n d u s t r i a l  d e p a r t m e n t  -  c r e d i t s  which  a r e  n o t  a c -  
c e p t i b l e  i n  any c o l l e g e .  S h o u l d  we be a b l e  t o  t a k e  
t h e s e  s t e p s  n e x t  s ummer ,  i t  i s  o n l y  a n o t h e r  s h o r t  
s t e p  t o  p u t t i n g  i n  b o a r d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  h e r e ,  which  
wou l d  b r i n g  i n  new s t u d e n t s  and make t h i s  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  an o u t s t a n d i n g  one  i n  San Diego .

The s t e p s  p r o p o s e d  by F a t h e r  O’Meara  were  n e v e r  pu t  

i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  t r y i n g  t o  make  e n d s  

m e e t ,  t h e  p r i e s t  f i n a l l y  r e s i g n e d .  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l  was 

i n f o r m e d  i n  J u l y ,  1930,  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  and i m m e d i a t e l y  

w r o t e  t o  F a t h e r  K e l l y ,  h i s  i n t e r i m  s u c c e s s o r ,  " W h i l e  

r e g r e t t i n g  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  F a t h e r  O’Meara ,  I  c o n g r a t ­

u l a t e  you  on y o u r  a p p o i n t m e n t .  P l e a s e  c a l l  on me f o r
0 7

a n y  a s s i s t a n c e . "

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  F a t h e r  O'Meara s t r u g g l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

r o u g h e s t  p e r i o d  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ’ s h i s t o r y .  S i m p l y  

k e e p i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  o p e r a t i o n  was a n e v e r - e n d i n g  t a s k ;  

i n  f a c t ,  i t  was a g r e a t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  He was a shrewd 

b u s i n e s s m a n ,  a g i f t e d  o r a t o r  a n d  h a d  a c h a r i s m a t i c  e f ­

f e c t  on t h e  s t u d e n t s .  He was  a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

a s  w e l l ,  an d  s p o k e  o u t  f r e q u e n t l y  a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S a n d e r s , ^ ®  h i s  t e n a c i t y ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a 

s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  o f  a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  San Di e g o ,  c a u s e d  

a number  o f  i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  Ku Kl ux  K l a n  b u r n i n g  

c r o s s e s  on t h e  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  

were  v e r y  few s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  t e r m ,  and w i t h o u t  

t h e  c o n t i n u a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p a s t o r s ,  s p u r r e d  

on by B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l ,  and f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  d on a t ed

HEIv ■
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by t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  O r d e r ,  t h e  s c h o o l  wou l d  s u r e l y  h a v e  

be e n  f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e .

F a t h e r  J a m e s  H u r l e y  s u c c e e d e d  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  i n  

1 9 3 0 .  He h e l d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  o n l y  two y e a r s ,  how­

e v e r ,  when he  was  r e p l a c e d  by F a t h e r  W i l l i a m  P .  K e l l y .  

F a t h e r  K e l l y ,  t h o u g h ,  was u n a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  

D e p r e s s i o n .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c a d e ,  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  was i n  q u e s t i o n ,  a s  t h e  F a t h e r  P r o v i n c i a l ,  Re v ­

e r e n d  M o r t i m e r  S u l l i v a n ,  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  O r d e r  c o u l d
OQ

n o t  c o n t i n u e  i n d e f i n i t e l y  i n  b a i l i n g  o u t  t h e  s c h o o l .  7

F a t h e r  K e l l y  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  B i s h o p ,  and Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l ,

a s  h e  h a d  done  many t i m e s  p r e v i o u s l y ,  s e n t  l e t t e r s  t o

a l l  t h e  p a s t o r s  i n  San Di e g o ,  h o p i n g  t h e y  wou l d  c o n t i n u e

t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l :

You know i n  t h e s e  d a y s  we a r e  v e r y  a n x i o u s  [ t o  o b ­
s e r v e ]  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  o u r  Holy  F a t h e r ,  t h e  Pope ,  i n  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  " C a t h o l i c  A c t i o n "  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s c h o o l s .  I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  I  h a v e  a s k e d  F a t h e r  
K e l l y ,  who h as  been  so h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  t o  a r r a n g e  a 
c a n v a s s  o f  a l l  t h e  boys  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  
t h e  end t h a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  High S c h o o l  i n  San Diego  
may be t h e  s u c c e s s  t h a t  i t s  f o u n d e r s  a n t i c i p ­
a t e d ____

S t r a t e g i e s  t o  r a i s e  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  were  o n l y  moder ­

a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  and t h e  s c h o o l  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  p r e c a r ­

i o u s  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  y e a r s .

A p e r i o d  o f  c h a n g e  f o r  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San 

Di ego  Coun ty  began  w i t h  t h e  a s c e n s i o n  o f  B i s hop  F r a n c i s  

J .  Buddy  t o  t h e  e p i s c o p a l  t h r o n e  o f  t h e  n e w l y - c r e a t e d  

D i o c e s e  o f  San Di ego .  He was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t u r n  t h i n g s
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a r o un d ,  and h i s  g r e a t  l e a d e r s h i p  a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  d i o c e s e  

was  s o o n  made m a n i f e s t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  a s s u m i n g  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t o  F a t h e r  S u l l i v a n ,  

F a t h e r  P r o v i n c i a l  o f  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n s ,  t h a t  F a t h e r  

K e l l y  be r e l i e v e d  o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  p r i n c i p a l  a t  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

e n r o l l m e n t  ha d  r i s e n  t o  160 d u r i n g  F a t h e r  K e l l y ' s  

t e n u r e ,  B i s h o p  Buddy d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  was  

t h e  " b u s i n e s sm a n "  t h a t  t h e  j o b  r e q u i r e d . ^ *

F a t h e r  K e l l y  was r e p l a c e d  by F a t h e r  Eugene Mauch a t  

t h e  end o f  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  i n  1937,  an a d m i n i s t r a t o r  t h e  

B i s h o p  w o u l d  g row t o  g r e a t l y  a d m i r e .  At  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

Bi shop Buddy,  F a t h e r  Mauch r e f i n a n c e d  t h e  s c h o o l ,  u s i n g  

b a n k s  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  t h e  D i o c e s e  a s  a 

c o - s i g n o r .  A l s o  s t a t i o n e d  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s  d u r i n g  

t h e  l a t e  1930 ' s  were  A u g u s t i n i a n  F a t h e r s  Red d i ng ,  Omlor ,
/ O

Glynn ,  Mur r ay ,  H e n n e s s e y  and C r os by .  However ,  d e s p i t e

t h e  l a r g e  numbe r  o f  p r i e s t s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s p e c t  t h a t

n o r m a l l y  comes w i t h  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n ,  d i s c i p l i n e  a t  t h e

a l l - m a l e  ca mpus  was  n o t  a l w a y s  e a s y  t o  m a i n t a i n .  I n

f a c t ,  F a t h e r  Mauch  r e c e i v e d  wor d  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy  i n

1939 t h a t  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  was n o t  t o  be p e r m i t t e d  i n

t h e  c l a s s r o o m :

R e c e n t l y  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  c o m p l a i n t s  h a v e  r e a c h e d  
me t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  make 
i t  a p r a c t i c e  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  f a c e .  
T h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  i n  my mi nd  b u t  w h a t  t h e s e  l a d s  
o f t e n  g i v e  p r o v o c a t i o n  f o r  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t , b u t  
t h e  v a l u e  o f  i t  i n  t h i s  d ay  a n d  a g e  i s  v e r y  d o u b t ­
f u l . . . . [  t h e r e f  o r e  ] f o r b i d  a l l  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  
i n  any c l a s s r o o m  w h a t s o e v e r .
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F a t h e r  Mauch p r o v e d  t o  be a w i s e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  and 

was w e l l - r e s p e c t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  communi ty .  D u r in g  h i s  

t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  Columbus  began  a g e n e r o u s  

s c h o l a r s h i p  fund  f o r  needy  b o y s . ^  B e s i d e s  t u r n i n g  t h e  

s c h o o l  a r o un d  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  he g a i n e d  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  

n u n s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  when h e  s t a r t e d  t e a c h i n g  n i g h t  

c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  Academy o f  Our Lady o f  P e a c e .  U n f o r t u n ­

a t e l y ,  t h e  p r i e s t ’s  h e a l t h  began  t o  g r a d u a l l y  d e c l i n e .  

When, i n  1938,  he was t o  be  t r a n f e r r e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  B i s hop  

Buddy a t  once  w r o t e  t o  V i l l a n o v a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  P r o v i n c i a l  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  O r d e r ,  a s k i n g  t h a t  he  

be r e t a i n e d  on a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  r a i s i n g  

t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s  and b e c a u s e  t h e  B i s hop  

h a d  f a i t h  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  g r a d u a l l y  b u i l d  up t h e  s c h o o l  

f i n a n c i a l l y . ^  F a t h e r  Mauch s t a y e d  on a s  p r i n c i p a l  f o r  

a n o t h e r  t wo  y e a r s ,  when h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  be  t r a n f e r r e d  

e l s e w h e r e  was f i n a l l y  g r a n t e d .  F a t h e r  Sheehan  a d m i t t e d ,  

" N a t u r a l l y  I  was  r e l u c t a n t  t o  do t h i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

s p l e n d i d  wor k  w h i c h  h e  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  a t  S t .  A u g u s t ­

i n e ' s . " ^  I n  t h e  summer  o f  1 9 4 0 ,  F a t h e r  Mauch was  r e ­

p l a c e d  by F a t h e r  W i l b u r  R. K i r k  a s  p r i n c i p a l  o f  S t .  Aug­

u s t i n e  High S c h o o l .

B i s h o p  Buddy w e l c o m e d  t h e  new a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  a n d  

he c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  a l l  t h a t  

t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  p r o b l e m s  

t o  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  t o  F a t h e r  K i r k  was  t h e  M e x i c a n  s t u ­

d e n t  i s s u e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many s t u d e n t s  

f rom T i j u a n a ,  Me x ic o ,  d i d  n o t  pay t h e i r  t u i t i o n  r e g u l a r ­
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l y ,  F a t h e r  K i r k  w r o t e :

We l o s t  s e v e r a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  o f  San Diego hoys  i n  
S e p t e mber  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  o b j e c t e d  t o  a s s o c i ­
a t i o n  w i t h  M e x i c a n s  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ’ s . . . . T e a c h e r s  
c o m p l a i n  t h a t  Mex i can  s t u d e n t s  a r e  a bad i n f l u e n c e  
i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  They  r e t a r d  c l a s s e s ,  r e f u s e  t o  do 
home a s s i g n m e n t s  and  a b s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  f rom c l a s s e s  
m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y .  We h a v e  a p r o b l e m  on o u r  h a n d s  i n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  them.

B i s h o p  Buddy r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  p r o b ­

l e m s  t h a t  M e x i c a n  s t u d e n t s  c r e a t e d ,  a n d  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  

F a t h e r  K i r k ' s  p r e d e c e s s o r  was  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  t h e  same 

i s s u e .  He s t a t e d ,  "We h a v e  no o b l i g a t i o n  w h a t e v e r  t o  

s t u d e n t s  l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  D i o c e s e . . . . T h i s  i s  Amer i ca  -  

t h e  M e x i c a n s  mus t  l e a r n  t o  q u a l i f y  o r  e l s e  be e x c l u d e d  

f rom s choo l . "^ ® He r em a i n e d  f i r m  on h i s  s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  

M e x i c a n  s t u d e n t s  p a y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a t t e m p t  t o  p ay  t h e i r  

t u i t i o n ,  and t h o s e  t h a t  were  a l l o w e d  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  r a t e s  

mus t  s t r i c t l y  a b i d e  by t h e  r u l e s .  The p o l i c y  was  e f f e c ­

t i v e ,  and  a t  l o n g  l a s t ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 4 0 ,  t h e  s c h o o l  

became p r a c t i c a l l y  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g .

Bi shop  Buddy had many o t h e r  i d e a s  o f  h i s  own c o n ­

c e r n i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1940’s ,  he e n v i s i o n e d  a v e r y  d r a s t i c  c h a n g e  a t  t h e  

h i g h  s c h o o l .  The  B i s h o p  w r o t e  t o  F a t h e r  J o h n  S h e e h a n ,  

F a t h e r  P r o v i n c i a l  f o r  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n s ,  t o  s e e  i f  he  

w o u l d  c o n s e n t  t o  r e n t  t h e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  D i o ­

c e s e  o f  San  D i e g o  i n  o r d e r  t o  u s e  t h e m  a s  a  c e n t r a l ,  

c o - e d u c a t i o n a l  d i o c e s a n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  He r e a s o n e d :

D e s p i t e  t h e  g r e a t  i n f l u x  w h i c h  more  t h a n  d o u b l e d  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  San  D i e g o ,  e n r o l l m e n t  a t  S t .  
A u g u s t i n e ' s  r e m a i ne d  a b o u t  t h e  same -  140 s t u d e n t s .
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. . . .We a r e  now c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  o b l i ­
g a t i o n  o f  p r o v i d i n g  C a t h o l i c  High S c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  
f o r  b o t h  boys  and g i r l s  i n  e a s t  San Diego .  We h a v e  
t h e  s e r i o u s  d u t y  t o  make  s u c h  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  p o s ­
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  who c o u l d  
n o t  a f f o r d  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s . . . a n d  who c o u l d  n o t  a f ­
f o r d  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e  Academy.  We now h a v e  a 
f u l l y  a c c r e d i t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  g i r l s  a t  S t .  J o s ­
e p h ' s  C a t h e d r a  1 . . . . Our  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  t h i s , a n d  i t  
i s  a w a r t i m e  emergency .  We c a n n o t  b u i l d  n o r  can  we 
r e n t  any  b u i l d i n g  s u i t a b l e  e x c e p t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ' s .  
We, t h e r e f o r e ,  p r o p o s e  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  t h i s  c o m i n g  
S ep t e m b e r  a C e n t r a l  C a t h o l i c  High  S c h o o l  f o r  boys  
a n d  g i r l s  a n d  we a s k  you  i f  you  w i l l  r e n t  t o  u s  t h e  
S t .  A u g u s t i n e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  u n d e r  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  m a i n t e n a n c e . . . . W e  w o u l d  s t a f f  t h i s  C e n t r a l  
C a t h o l i c  C o e d u c a t i o n a l  H i g h  S c h o o l  w i t h  e x p e r t  
e d u c a t o r s  f rom t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r s  o f  s i s t e r h o o d s  
and p l a c e  one o f  o u r  own p r i e s t s  i n  c h a r g e . 1' 5'

F a t h e r  Sh e e h a n ,  t a k e n  by c o m p l e t e  s u r p r i s e ,  immedi ­

a t e l y  r e s p o n d e d  i n  a l e n g t h y  l e t t e r  t h a t  w h i l e  he  a p ­

p r e c i a t e d  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  B i s h o p ’ s r e a s o n i n g ,  t h e  

p r o p o s a l  was such  a s e r i o u s  one  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e d  c a r e f u l  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n , ^ ®  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  he r e mi nd e d  B i s hop  

Buddy o f  a l l  t h e  mone y ,  $ 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  t h a t  t h e  O r d e r  o f  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  h a d  p u t  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  F a t h e r  S h e e h a n  

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  l e t t e r  was  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were  w e l l - a c k n o w l e d g e d  p e r s o n n e l  p r o b ­

l e m s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  F a t h e r  S h e e h a n  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  wou l d  be r e s o l v e d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  t o  which  B i s hop  

Buddy r e p l i e d :

Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  you r  l e t t e r ,  we 
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g r a n t  a n o t h e r  y e a r ' s  t r i a l  t o  S t .  
A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l  i n  San Di ego  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w ­
i n g  p r o v i s i o n  h o we v e r :  We c an  no l o n g e r  t o l e r a t e
s c a n d a l  which  a l w a y s  r e s u l t s  f rom d i s l o y a l  and d i s ­
o b e d i e n t  members o f  a communi ty .  The s i t u a t i o n  a t  
S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l  i s  f a r  more s e r i o u s  t h a n  
i t  a p p e a r s  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  
s e r i o u s  when m e mb e r s  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  O r d e r ,  o r  a n y  
p r i e s t  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t a k e s  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  t o  l a y  
p e o p l e  -  n o t  o n l y  d i s e d i f y i n g  them b u t  d i s o r g a n i z -

k  .
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i n g  and  t e a r i n g  down t h e  h a r d  work o f  o t h e r s . ^

One p r o b l e m  was e a s i l y  t a k e n  c a r e  o f ;  two p r i e s t s ,  

a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  B i s h o p  Bu d d y ,  w e r e  r e l i e v e d  o f  t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n s .  The  o t h e r  p r o b l e m  was  much more  d e l i c a t e .  

For  y e a r s ,  p a s t o r s  o f  t h e  p a r i s h e s  i n  San Diego had been  

a s k e d  t o  bend o v e r  ba c k wa r ds  t o  h e l p  t h e  b o y s 1 C a t h o l i c  

h i g h  s c h o o l  and many were  g r owi ng  weary of  t h e  n e v e r -  

e n d i n g  t a s k  imposed  upon them.  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  many of  t h e  

p a s t o r s  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  

H i g h  S c h o o l  was  " t h e  d u m p i n g  o f f  p l a c e  f o r  A u g u s t i n i a n  

p r o b l e m s , a n d  t h e r e  was g e n e r a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  s c h o o l .  R e c t i f y i n g  t h e s e  i s s u e s  w o u l d  t a k e  much 

l o n g e r .

Me a n wh i l e ,  campus l i f e  p r o c e e d e d  more s mo o t h l y .  I n  

N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 4 0 ,  t h e  " S a i n t s  Ba nd"  was  i n i t i a t e d  by 

F a t h e r  Da v i d  Ryan,  and t h e  band r e c e i v e d  a d o n a t i o n  f rom 

B i s h o p  Bu d d y ,  w h i c h  was  " . . . t h e  l a r g e s t  t h a t  we h a v e
C  O

r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  d r i v e . "  F a t h e r  Ryan r e p o r t e d  t o  H i s  

E x c e l l e n c y ,  " Wh i l e  I  am c o a c h i n g  b e g i n n e r s  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  

t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  k e p t  b u s y  w i t h  a s m a l l  ’ s w i n g  e n s e m b l e ’ 

w h i c h  p r a c t i c e s  d a i l y . T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  B i s h o p  

Buddy g a v e  a n o t h e r  c a s h  d o n a t i o n  t o  t h e  b a n d ,  i n  o r d e r  

t h a t  t h e  members mi gh t  p u r c h a s e  new i n s t r u m e n t s . ^

The  s t u d e n t  y e a r b o o k  was  f i r s t  p r o d u c e d  i n  1 9 4 0 ,  

u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  " P u r p l e  a n d  G o l d , "  t h e  s c h o o l  

c o l o r s .  O t h e r  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  

1 9 4 0 ’ s i n v o l v e d  t h e  A l l i e d  war  e f f o r t  i n  E u r o p e .  A 

d e f e n s e  p rogram was i n a u g u r a t e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  1942,

mm.:
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i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Y o u t h  D e f e n s e  C o u n c i l  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Many p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  p u t  on 

t h a t  y e a r  f o r  t h e  Amer i can  armed f o r c e s .  I t  was r e p o r t ­

ed i n  t h e  T a g a s t a n . " S t u d e n t s  a r e  a l s o  a c t i v e l y  engaged  

i n . . . c o l l e c t i n g  o l d  p a p e r s ,  s c r a p  i r o n  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  

n e e d e d  f o r  w a r . " ^  Of t h e  35 g r a d u a t e s  i n  1 9 4 4 ,  28

j o i n e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  a n d  t h r e e  j o i n e d  t h e  s e m i n a r y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S e n i o r  C l a s s  P r e s i d e n t ,  P a t r i c k  Keane ,  who 

w o u l d  l a t e r  become  P r i n c i p a l  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  

S c h o o l  and l a t e r  P r o v i n c i a l  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A u g u s t i n -  

i a n s

B i s h o p  Buddy was v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  F a t h e r  K i r k ’s 

a b i l i t y  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  When 

t h e  p r i e s t  was i l l  a t  Mercy H o s p i t a l  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e n ­

i n g  o f  s c h o o l  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  B i s h o p  Buddy  w r o t e  t o  h im t o  

a n n o u n c e  t h a t  he  w o u l d  a d d r e s s  t h e  f a c u l t y  h i m s e l f  on
SO

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Sunday a t  5 : 00  p.m. i n  h i s  p l a c e .  ° A l s o ,  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  when a c r e d i t  b u r e a u  i n  Los  A n g e l e s  

t h r e a t e n e d  a l a w s u i t  f o r  n o n p a y m e n t  t o  a  c e m e n t  c o n ­

t r a c t o r ,  t h e  Bi s hop  t o o k  m a t t e r s  i n t o  h i s  own h a n d s .  He 

w r o t e  t o  t h e  company,  s t a t i n g :

The Very R e v e r e n d  F a t h e r  K i r k  and  h i s  s t a f f  a t  S t .  
A u g u s t i n e ' s  e n j o y  o u r  h i g h e s t  r e s p e c t  a n d  r e v e r ­
e n c e .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  F a t h e r  K i r k ’s b u s i n e s s  a b i l i ­
t y  a n d  s p l e n d i d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  l i f t e d  S t .  
A u g u s t i n e ' s  f rom c h a o t i c  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  a 
t h r i v i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l . 5 9

A f t e r  t h e  B i s h o p  w a r n e d  t h e  c o mpany  t h a t  i t  was  

" . . . n o t  p r u d e n t  t o  b r i n g  a s u i t  a g a i n s t  o u r  C a t h o l i c  

p e o p l e , " ^ ®  t h e  company r e t r a c t e d ,  c l a i m i n g  t h e y  had made
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a m i s t a k e .

The  B i s h o p  was  a l s o  v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  s t u d e n t  

n e e d s  a s  w e l l .  He a t t e n d e d  p l a y s ,  g r a d u a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s  

a n d  f o o t b a l l  g a m e s .  He t r i e d  t o  m o t i v a t e  s t u d e n t s  by 

o f f e r i n g  a g o l d  me d a l  award f o r  s c h o l a s t i c  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  

C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s . ^  

Upon h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  t r i a l s  f r e s h m e n  were  pu t  

t h r o u g h ,  he  w a r n e d  F a t h e r  K i r k  o f  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

" h a z i n g "  d u r i n g  f r e s h m a n  i n i t i a t i o n  i n  1944,  and f o r b a d e
f tOi t  f rom o c c u r r i n g .

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  W o r l d  War I I  on  S t .  

A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l  were  e x t r e m e l y  c o n s e q u e n t i a l .  The 

war y e a r s  c a u s e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  

t o  s w e l l  t r e m e n d o u s l y ,  and e n r o l l m e n t s  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s  

c l i m b e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  The  g r o w i n g  s t u d e n t  body  a t  

S a i n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1940 ' s  demanded an e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  t h e  

c a m p u s .  The  f i r s t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c a m p u s  was  made i n  

1 9 4 7 ,  when S u l l i v a n  H a l l  was b u i l t .  I n  1 9 5 1 ,  when 

g rowt h  was e x c e e d i n g  a l l  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  Sheehan  H a l l  and 

D o u g h e r t y  g y m n a s i u m  w e r e  b u i l t .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a 

f o u r - c l a s s r o o m  a d d i t i o n  t o  Sheehan  H a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  f i n a l l y ,  h a d  l o s t  i t s  i m a g e  a s  a t i n y  

s c h o o l .  G r a d u a t e s  i n  t h e  1950 ' s  d ec a d e  r e a c h e d  1 2 3 7 , ^  

and by t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1953-1954 ,  t h e r e  was a t o t a l  en­

r o l l m e n t  o f  800 boys .

A h i g h  p r e m i u m  was  p u t  on s p o r t s  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  

High S c h o o l .  A f t e r  t h e  Bi s hop  a t t e n d e d  a game i n  1944,

m b ' -
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F a t h e r  K i r k  w r o t e  t o  h i m ,  "Mt .  C a r m e l  a nd  S t ,  A u g u s t i n e

High S c h o o l s  were  h o n o r e d  i n  h a v i n g  you p r e s e n t  a t  t h e i r

f i r s t  game o f  a new a n n u a l  i n t e r - c i t y  s e r i e s . " ^  The

B i s h o p ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s k e d  F a t h e r  K i r k  t o  h i r e  s o m e o n e  t o

a n nounce  p l a y s  and ,  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h

t h e  m a j o r e t t e s :

You w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  so many a t t a c k s ,  
a n d  f r o m  a v a r i e t y  o f  a n g l e s ,  a t  t i m e s  a p p a r e n t l y  
i n n o c e n t ,  made on t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  day t h a t  
we s i m p l y  c a n ' t  t a k e  c h a n c e s  on a n y t h i n g  r i s q u e ,  
n o r  c a n  we g i v e  o c c a s i o n  a g a i n  f o r  o u r  C a t h o l i c  
p e o p l e  t o  e x p r e s s  s u r p r i s e  a t  t h e  l o w e r i n g  o f  
s t a n d a r d s , ® 5

By 1950,  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  Columbus began  t o  s p o n s o r  t h e i r

f o o t b a l l  games on KSON r a d i o  s t a t i o n .

The B i s h op  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s t a y  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n

t h e  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  1950’s .  When n e i g h b o r s  c o m p l a i n e d

a b o u t  a n o i s e  p r o b l e m  i n  1954,  he a p p o i n t e d  a c o m m i t t e e ,
66he a d e d  by Moqs i gno r  O t t ,  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r . 0 0  The

n e i g h b o r s  w e r e  p l a c a t e d  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  s t u d e n t s

f rom Hoove r  High S c h o o l  were  p l a y i n g  p r a n k s  and c a u s i n g

t h e  p r o b l e m ,  a nd  t h e  B i s h o p  a l s o  f e l t  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o

r e m i n d  t h e m  t h a t  S t ,  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  was  b u i l t

f i r s t ,  when t h e r e  were  no o t h e r  r e s i d e n c e s  a r o u n d .

The B i s h o p  was  a l s o  v e r y  g e n e r o u s  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n

ne e d .  As a  t y p i c a l  e x a m p l e  o f  h i s  g e n e r o s i t y ,  he s e n t  a

$ 2 5 . 0 0  c h e c k  t o  o n e  p a r e n t  i n  1955 i n  o r d e r  t h a t  s h e

c o u l d  k e e p  h e r  s o n  i n  s c h o o l .  A n o t e  t o  h e r  f r o m  t h e

B i s h o p ' s  S e c r e t a r y ,  R e v e r e n d  D a n i e l  O ' C a l l a g h a n  s t a t e d ,

"Word r e a c h e d  t h e  M o s t  R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n
6 7r e g a r d i n g  y ou r  s o n ' s  t u i t i o n  due a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e . "
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Two e v e n t s  o f  g r e a t  n o t e  o c c u r r e d  i n  1957.  F i r s t ,  

t h e  V i c e  P r o v i n c e  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  i n  t h e  We s t e r n  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  was  b e g u n  t h a t  y e a r  -  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  

e v e n t u a l l y  becoming a p r o v i n c e .  S e c o n d l y ,  a f t e r  a l o n g  

an d  a r d u o u s  f i g h t ,  " S a i n t s ” was  f i n a l l y  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  

t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  I n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  F e d e r a t i o n  ( C . I . F . ) ,  

t h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  a d m i t t i n g  n o n - p u b l i c  

h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n t o  t h e  m a j o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t h l e t i c  l e a g u e s  

o f  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  T h i s  was  i n d e e d  a c r o w n i n g  g l o r y  

f o r  F a t h e r  A h e r n e ,  who h ad  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  p r i n c i p a l  i n  

19 5 3 ,  f o r  i t  a l l o w e d  h i m t o  f i n a l l y  g a i n  h e a d w a y  w i t h  

San D i e g o ' s  c i v i c  c o m m u n i t y .  F a t h e r  A h e r n e  r e c a l l e d  

f o r  F a t h e r  John  S a n d e r s  t h a t  f o r  y e a r s  he was a r e g u l a r  

a t  " . . . t h e  G r i l l  o f  t h e  U.S.  G r a n t  H o t e l ,  a p l a c e  w h e r e  

one e n c o u n t e r s  t h e  r e a l  l e a d e r s  o f  San Diego .  I t  became 

a l m o s t  an  o f f i c e  f o r  me a n d  no o n e  knows  how much good  

a c c r u e d  f rom a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h e r e . "

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  h a s  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  n i g h t  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l  game i n  San  D i e g o ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r - s e a s o n  h i g h  s c h o o l  b a s k e t b a l l  

game t o  be  t e l e v i s e d  i n  San  D i e g o .  The  s c h o o l  f i r s t  

b e l o n g e d  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  " C i t y  L e a g u e , "  and was l a t e r  made 

a c h a r t e r  member  o f  t h e  San  D i e g o  " E a s t e r n  L e a g u e . "  

S a i n t s  c a p t u r e d  a t r i p l e  c r o w n  f o r  t h e  E a s t e r n  L e a g u e  

t i t l e  i n  1 9 6 7 ,  1968 a n d  1 9 6 9 .  I n  1 9 7 0 ,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  

b r o u g h t  i t s  s p o r t s  h i s t o r y  t o  a c l i m a x  by w i n n i n g  t h e  

C. I .F.  c h a m p i o n s h i p  i n  f o o t b a l l .
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F a t h e r  A h e r n e  i s  r e m e m b e r e d  a l s o  f o r  h i s  s k i l l  a s  

a n  a c a d e m i c  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  He p r o m o t e d  a n d  e n ­

c o u r a g e d  a c a d e m i c  l e a d e r s h i p  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  t e n u r e  a s  

p r i n c i p a l ,  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  h e l p  m o t i v a t e  

g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a d v a n c e d  c o u r s e s ,  c r e a t i n g  

s c h o l a r s h i p s  and h o n o r s  f o r  t o p  s t u d e n t s ,  and i n i t i a t i n g  

a l i t e r a r y  r e v i e w  among t h e  t h r e e  C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l s ,  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  Our Lady o f  P e a c e  and Rosa ry  High S c h o o l .  

He was a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  a s  Cha i rman  of  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  C a t h o l i c  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l s  o f  t h e  f o u r  

c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  d i o c e s e .

In  1968,  t h e  g o a l  o f  c r e a t i n g  a s e p a r a t e  A u g u s t i n -  

i a n  p r o v i n c e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  was f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d .  Wh i l e  

t h e s e  c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  t h e  Or de r  were  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  F a t h e r  

P a t r i c k  Keane was s e r v i n g  a s u c c e s s f u l  t e r m  a s  p r i n c i p a l  

a t  S t .  A u g us t i n e  High S c h o o l .  He r e p l a c e d  F a t h e r  Aherne  

i n  1962,  and was t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h i r t e e n  

y e a r s .  D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  a numbe r  o f  o t h e r  d e d i c a t e d  

p r i e s t s  s e r v e d  a t  S a i n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  F a t h e r s  S u l l i v a n ,  

G a r r e t t ,  Wasko and Deacon H a r d i c k .  Dur i ng  h i s  t e n u r e ,  a 

" c o n s o r t i u m "  was  i n i t i a t e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  S a i n t s ,  

Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e  a n d  R o s a r y  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  a p o l i c y  i n  

wh i ch  s t u d e n t s  were  a l l o w e d  t o  a t t e n d  c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  on 

any o f  t h e  t h r e e  c a m p u s e s .

I n  19 7 2 ,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  

G o l d e n  J u b i l e e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s , t h e  

s c h o o l s  3 , 8 1 4  g r a d u a t e s  ha d  p r o d u c e d  s o  many " p u b l i c  

e n t e r t a i n e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  c i t y - c o u n t y - s t a t e  p u b l i c
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s e r v a n t s ,  p a r i s h  l a y  l e a d e r s ,  c l e r g y m e n ,  l a w y e r s ,  

members o f  t h e  a rmed f o r c e s "  t h a t  one wou l d  " t h i n k  t h a t  

t h i s  o l d  s c h o o l  mus t  h a v e  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d  o f  a l u m n i .

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  h a s  n o t  

c h a n g e d  v e r y  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  i t s  f i f t y  y e a r  e x i s t e n c e .  

W h e r e a s  many C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l s  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  go 

c o e d u c a t i o n a l ,  S a i n t s  was  s t i l l  " a  s e l e c t  s c h o o l  f o r  

boy s . " ^® S t .  A u g u s t i n e  i s  s t i l l  p r i m a r i l y  a c o l l e g e  

p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l ,  n o t  o f f e r i n g  much i n  t h e  way o f  

v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  By t o d a y ' s  s t a n d a r d s ,  S a i n t s  i s  

s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  a  s m a l l  s c h o o l ;  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  620  

boys  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  G o l d e n  J u b i l e e . ^  

I n  f a c t ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  p l a c e d  r e g u l a r l y  i n  

l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  5 9 ]  t o  

e n h a n c e  e n r o l l m e n t .  F i n a l l y ,  a s  a l w a y s ,  a v e r y  h i g h  

premium i s  s t i l l  p u t  on a t h l e t i c s ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e i r  

c o n t i n u e d  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  s p o r t s  a n d  i t s  

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o d u c e  a c a d e m i c a l l y - s o u n d  g r a d u a t e s  who h a v e  

been  r e c r u i t e d  by p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t i n g  t e a m s ,  s u c h  a s  

r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e s  Monte  J a c k s o n ,  T e r r y  J a c k s o n ,  Tim Smi t h  

and J o h n  D ' A q u i s t o .
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Including Computer Programming
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A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l ,  1984.
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CHAPTER V I I I

N o t e s

^■Le t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  B r a d y ,  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s C h u r c h ,  t o  
B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  A p r i l  10,  1919.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  Ar­
c h i v e s .

o
L e t t e r  f rom Mons i gno r  J o h n  Ca wl e y ,  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c -  

r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  B i s h o p ,  t o  F a t h e r  B r a d y ,  May 8 , 1 9 1 9 .  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ F a t h e r  J o h n  R. S a n d e r s ,  O.S.A. ,  "The  H i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  19 2 2 -  
1 9 2 4 , "  U n p u b l i s h e d  P r o v i s i o n a l  T e x t ,  1 9 8 4 ,  p.  1.  The 
O r d e r  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  t r a c e s  i t s  o r i g i n  t o  S t .  
A u g u s t i n e  o f  H i p p o  ( 3 5 4 - 4 3 0  A.D. ) ,  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
f o u n d e r s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  a p a g a n  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  
a u t h o r  o f  many  p r o f o u n d  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r e a t i s e s .  
A u g u s t i n e  w r o t e  a b r i e f  R u l e , f o r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  
C h r i s t i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  a c o m m u n i t y ,  w h i c h  came t o  be 
a d o p t e d  by many r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s .  The O r d e r  came 
t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  1 7 9 6 ,  a nd  by 1922 had  s p r e a d  
i t s e l f  a c r o s s  t h e  Amer i can  c o n t i n e n t .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  N i c h o l a s  
Vasey ,  November  9,  1921.  V i l l a n o v a  P r o v i n c e  A r c h i v e s ,  
R e p r i n t e d  i n  S a n d e r s ,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  1.

^ The  V i n c e n t i a n  F a t h e r s ,  who h ad  f o u n d e d  S t .  V i n ­
c e n t ' s  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  M i s s i o n  H i l l s  a r e a  o f  San  D i e g o  
1 9 1 2 ,  w e r e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h a t  p a r i s h  i n  
o r d e r  t o  s e n d  more p e r s o n n e l  t o  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  i n  Ch i na .  
Upon t h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l ,  t h e  B i s h o p  a s k e d  i f  t h e  A u g u s t i n ­
i a n s  would c o n s i d e r  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  p a r i s h .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  A l p h o n s e  M a r t e l  t o  F a t h e r  
S u l l i v a n ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 4 8 .  R e p r o d u c e d  i n  1972
S a i n t s m a n . Golden J u b i l e e  Yearbook  E d i t i o n ,  p .  4 .

^ F a t h e r  W i l l i a m  H. S u l l i v a n ,  " S a i n t  A u g u s t i n e  High 
S c h o o l , "  The T a g a s t a n  ( F a l l ,  1948) ,  p.  3.

O
° S a n d e r s ,  p .  5.

^ T e l e g r a p h  f r o m  F a t h e r  H e a l y  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
Sep t e mber  18,  1922.  V i l l a n o v a  P r o v i n c e  A r c h i v e s .  Re­
p r i n t e d  i n  S a n d e r s ,  o p .  c i t , ,  p .  8 .

293
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2 9  4

^ T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was g a t h e r e d  a t  b o t h  t h e  V i l l a ­
n o v a  P r o v i n c e  A r c h i v e s  a n d  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  P r o v i n c e  
A r c h i v e s  by F a t h e r  S a n d e r s ,  See p g s .  8 - 9 .

^ S a n d e r s ,  p .  9 .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  H e a l y  t o  F a t h e r  N i c h o l a s  Vas ey ,  
V i l l a n o v a  P r o v i n c e  A r c h i v e s .  R e p r i n t e d  i n  S a n d e r s ,  op.  
c i t . ,  p .  9 .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Brady  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  J a n ­
u a r y  12,  1923.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

* ^ T h i s  f i g u r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p u r c h a s e  p r i c e  o f  
t h e  p r o p e r t y .

^ •^There  may h a v e  b e e n  two d e d i c a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s .  
B e s i d e s  t h e  c e r e m o n y  on A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1 9 2 3 ,  S a n d e r s ,  op .  
c i t . ,  ( p .  11)  r e p o r t s  a n o t h e r  c e r e m o n y  on S e p t e m b e r  16 ,  
1923,  w i t h  many E a s t e r n  d i g n i t a r i e s  p r e s e n t .

*•^1972 S a i n t s m a n , p.  6 . T h i s  same s o u r c e  s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e y  were  a l l  f r e s h m a n  and so p h o mo r es ,  bu t  t h a t  may 
be i n a c c u r a t e .

^ " D e d i c a t e  new S a i n t  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l , "  San 
Diego E v e n i ng  T r i b u n e . Se p t e mb e r  17,  1923,  p .  7.

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  M a r t e l  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
March 12,  1924.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  M a r t e l ,  
March 15 ,  1924 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  A l p h o n s e  M a r t e l  t o  F a t h e r  
S u l l i v a n ,  p .  4 .

I ^ L e t t e r  t o  a l l  p a s t o r s  i n  San  D i e g o  f r o m  B i s h o p
1 C a n t w e l l ,  Augus t  28 ,  1924.  San Diego D i oc e s an  A r c h i v e s .

9 9 L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  Mons i gnor  John  
C a w l e y ,  t o  F a t h e r  B r a d y ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1925 .  San  D i e g o  
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

9 o
L e t t e r  f r om  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  Mons i gnor  John  

C a w l e y ,  t o  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a ,  May 1,  1525 .  San D i e g o
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
A p r i l  15,  1926 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a ,  
A p r i l  17,  1926 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .
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^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
F e b r u a r y  5,  1927,  and  r e p l y  l e t t e r  on F e b r u a r y  10,  1927.  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

2^"Who S a i d  I t . . . ? , "  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s . May 4 ,  1 9 7 2 ,  p.
14.

^ L e t t e r  t o  a l l  p a s t o r s  i n  San  D i e g o  f r o m  B i s h o p  
C a n t w e l l ,  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 2 7 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
Augus t  27,  1927 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  t o  a l l  p a s t o r s  i n  San  D i e g o  f r o m  B i s h o p  
C a n t w e l l ,  Augus t  30 ,  1927.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

• ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
Se p t e mbe r  19,  1927 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  t o  F a t h e r  J o h n  
M c C a r t h y ,  C h a n c e r y  O f f i c e ,  A u g u s t  29 ,  1 9 2 8 .  San  D i e g o  
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^•^1972 S a i n t s m a n , p .  7.

• ^ S o u t h e r n  C r o s s . J u n e ,  1929.

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  O'Meara t o  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l ,  May 
10,  1929 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' M e a r a  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
J a n u a r y  31 ,  1929 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

" ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  K e l l y  t o  B i s hop  C a n t w e l l ,  J u l y  
3,  1930 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ S a n d e r s ,  p .  14.

- ^ S a n d e r s ,  p .  44 .

^ L e t t e r  f rom B i s h op  C a n t w e l l  t o  a l l  p a s t o r s  i n  San 
D i e g o ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1933 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s ho p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  S u l l i v a n ,  J un e  
26,  1937.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  M a u c h  t o  B i s h o p  B u d d y ,
Se p t e mb e r  7 ,  1938.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  Ma u ch ,  M a r c h  
24,  1939 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  B u d d y  t o  F a t h e r  M a u c h ,
Se p t e mb e r  15,  1938 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

mm. ■
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^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s hop  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  J o s e p h  Hi ckey ,  
V i l l a n o v a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  J u n e  20,  1938.  San Diego D i o c e s an  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S h e e h a n  t o  B i s h o p  Bu dd y ,  J u l y  
11,  1940 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  K i r k  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy ,  O c t o b e r  
19 ,  1941 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  K i r k ,  O c t o b e r  
22 ,  1941 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  S h e e h a n ,  J u l y  
24 ,  1942 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Sheehan  t o  B i s ho p  Buddy,  August  
1,  1942 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  She e ha n ,  August  
4 ,  1942 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

5 2 I b i d .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Ryan t o  B i s ho p  Buddy,  November  
8 , 1940 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

5 4 I b i d .

- ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  R y an ,  May 14,  
1941 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

5 6 - S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f . , "  
The  T a g a s t a n . May,  1 9 4 2 ,  p.  171 .

- ^ S a n d e r s ,  p .  50 .

5 ® L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  K i r k  i n  M e r cy  
H o s p i t a l ,  S e p t e m b e r  16 ,  19 4 2 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n
A r c h i v e s .

- ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C r e d i t  
B u r e a u ,  I n c o r p o r a t e d ,  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  J u l y  2 1 ,  19 4 3 .  
San Di ego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

6 0 I b i d .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  K i r k ,  May 15 ,  
1945 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ 2L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  K i r k  t o  B i s ho p  Buddy,  Sep t ember  
16,  1944 .  San Diego D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ 1 9 7 2  S a i n t s m a n . p .  7.
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^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  K i r k  t o  B i s h o p  B u dd y ,  O c t o b e r  
29,  1 94 4 .  San Diego D i o ce s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  K i r k ,  O c t o b e r  
27 ,  1944 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  M r s .  Roy J .  M y a r s  t o  B i s h o p  Bud d y ,  
O c t o b e r  25 ,  1954 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom S e c r e t a r y  R e v e r e n d  D a n i e l  O’C a l l a g h a n  
t o  M r s .  V i o l a  S c h u l z ,  w i t h  c h e c k  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy 
e n c l o s e d ,  J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  1 9 5 5 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n
A r c h i v e s .

^ ^ S a n d e r s ,  p p .  9 1 - 9 2 .

69"Wha t  Wa s t  I t  T h a t  C h u r c h i l l  S a i d ? "  S o u t h e r n  
C r o s s , May 4 ,  1972 ,  p .  17.

^ T h i s  p h r a s e  was  d e p i c t e d  on t h e  l e t t e r  h e a d i n g  
u s e d  by t h e  a d m i n s t r a t o r  a t  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  
1 9 2 0 ' s ,  1 9 3 0 ' s  and 1 9 4 0 ' s .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

‘̂ 1 9 7 2  S a i n t s m a n ,  p .  7.

R e p ro d u c e d  with pe rm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



CHAPTER IX

The Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  

and t h e  N a z a r e t h  House Grammar S c h o o l

I n  1 9 2 1 ,  a c o m m i t t e e  f r o m  S t .  J o s e p h ’ s P a r i s h  i n  

San Diego  i n d u c e d  t h e i r  p a s t o r ,  F a t h e r  John  J .  Brady ,  t o  

p u r c h a s e  a r e s i d e n c e  t o  h o u s e  C a t h o l i c  o r p h a n s  i n  t h e  

c i t y . ^  A l o a n  was  s e c u r e d  by S t .  J o s e p h ' s  P a r i s h  f o r  

t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  was  r e q u i r e d  was  B i s h o p  

C a n t w e l l ' s  e n d o r s e m e n t  on t h e  b a n k  n o t e .  B i s h o p  C a n t ­

w e l l  r e s p o n d e d ,  h oweve r :

I  do n o t  w i s h  you  o r  t h e  p a r i s h  t o  s u f f e r  o v e r  your  
g e n e r o u s  k i n d n e s s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  o r p h a n  a s y l u m .  I f  we c a n  g e t  o u t  o f  
t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  l o s s ,  I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  
o u r  d o i n g  s o  u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  a s  I  c a n  g e t  a commun­
i t y  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  When I  h a v e  
S i s t e r s  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  an  o r p h a n  a s y l u m  i n  San 
D i e g o ,  we p r i e s t s  w i l l  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  o u r ­
s e l v e s  and c o l l e c t  t h e  money.  Commi t t ee s  a r e  gen­
e r a l l y  u s e l e s s .

D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  B i s h o p  would  n o t  e n d o r s e  

a l o a n  t o  p u r c h a s e  a home f o r  C a t h o l i c  o r p h a n s ,  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  a c t u a l l y  b ec a me  a r e a l i t y  t h a t  v e r y  same 

y e a r ,  1 9 2 1 .  E x t a n t  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  

c h i l d  a c c e p t e d  i n t o  "The  O r p h a n a g e "  o c c u r r e d  on A u g u s t  

19 ,  1 9 2 1 . ^  T h i s  s o u r c e  a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  

r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  home by t h e  B u r e a u  

o f  C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  l a t e r  known a s  

t h e  C a t h o l i c  W e l f a r e  Bu r e a u .  A hous e  was r e n t e d  f o r  t h e
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c h i l d r e n  a t  3779 G e o rg i a  S t r e e t ,  on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of  

H i l l c r e s t  and i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t ,  John  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  c a l l e d  "The Or phanage , "  t h e  i n s t i t ­

u t i o n  b e c a me  known by v a r i o u s  o t h e r  n a m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

"The C o u n t y  C h i l d ' s  Home, ” "The  I n f a n t  Home,"  "The 

C h i l d r e n ' s  Home,"  o r  m o s t  c o m mo n l y ,  "The  C a t h o l i c  

O r p h a n a g e . "

As B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  h a d  p r o m i s e d ,  and  a t  t h e  c o n ­

s t a n t  u r g i n g  o f  Mr.  P a t r i c k  M a r t i n , 4  w i t h i n  a y e a r ' s  

t i me  he c o n v i n c e d  a p e r f e c t l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  communi ty t o  

d i r e c t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  San  D i e g o :  t h e  P o o r  S i s t e r s

of  N a z a r e t h .  A l e t t e r  d a t e d  J u n e  5, 1922,  f rom C h a n c e l -  

l o r - S e c r e t a r y  Mons i gnor  J ohn  Cawl ey ,  t o  F a t h e r  Brady a t  

S t .  J o s e p h ' s ,  r e v e a l e d  t h e  good  ne ws .  He s t a t e d ,  " . . .  

The R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p  h a s  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  M o t h e r  

S u p e r i o r  [ Poo r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h ]  f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  

a c c e p t  t h e  O l d  M i s s i o n  a s  a s i t e  f o r  an o r p h a n a g e ,  and  

h o p e s  t o  h a v e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  r u n n i n g  b e f o r e  a n o t h e r  

y e a r

The C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h ,  a

r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  c o m p o s e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  o f  I r i s h
£

women,  was  f o u n d e d  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  i n  18 6 4 ,  when 

M o t h e r  S t .  B a s i l ,  a t  t h e  u r g i n g  o f  C a r d i n a l  Wi seman ,  

t h e  f i r s t  A r c h b i s h o p  of  W e s t m i n s t e r  a f t e r  t h e  r e s t o r a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  H i e r a r c h y  i n  E n g l a n d  i n  1850,  b r o k e  o f f  f rom 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  Or de r  which had be e n  f ounded  i n  F r a n c e ,  t h e  

L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P oo r .  The p r i ma r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



3 0 0

o r i g i n a l  f o u n d a t i o n  was t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  p o p u l a ­

t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  P o o r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  i n i t i a l l y  b e g a n  

t o  l o o k  a f t e r  young o r p h a n e d  c h i l d r e n  a s  w e l l .

The M o t h e r h o u s e  o f  t h e  Poo r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  was 

l o c a t e d  i n  Hammersmi th,  London,  and i t  became a p o p u l a r  

s t o p p i n g - p l a c e  f o r  t r a v e l i n g  p r i e s t s .  A f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ' s  was  t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  J o h n  J .  

C a n t w e l l  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s ,  a n d  

d u r i n g  one o f  h i s  v i s i t s  t h e  B i s h o p  b r o a c h e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  t h e  San Diego  o r p h a n a g e  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s . ^  Through  h i s  

e f f e c t i v e  means o f  p e r s u a s i o n ,  t h e  P oo r  S i s t e r s  o f  Naza­

r e t h  a g r e e d  t o  v e n t u r e  f o r t h  i n t o  new t e r r i t o r y .  I t  

w o u l d  be t h e  f i r s t  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  

Amer ica  by members  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  communi ty.

W h i l e  t h e  S i s t e r s  were  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  j o u r n e y

t o  San  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  B i s h o p  t o o k  a r e n e w e d
/

i n t e r e s t  i n  M i s s i o n  S a n  D i e g o  de  A l c a l a ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

s i t e  o f  t h e  o r p h a n a g e .  The  m i s s i o n  h ad  b e e n  v a c a n t  

s i n c e  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  

I n d i a n s  i n  1908 [ See  CHAPTER I V ] .  I n  November  o f  1923,  

F a t h e r  M es n y ,  p a s t o r  o f  I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n  i n  O l d  

Town, who had j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  r e c e i v e d  an 

i n q u i r y  a b o u t  t h e  i n c o m e  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  s a n d  t h e r e .  

He r e p o r t e d ,  " I n  f a c t  many l o a d s  o f  s a n d  a r e  h a u l e d  

p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  da y  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  be d  o f  t h e  o l d  

M i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y .  F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  

w e r e  c o m i n g  a f t e r  s a n d  a n d  u n l e s s  a p e r s o n  w o u l d  be 

t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  i t  was d i f f i c u l t ,  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,
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t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  t h e  c h a r g e s  w h i ch  were  1 0  c e n t s  and l a t e r  

25 c e n t s  a l oad. "®

F a t h e r  Mesny was a s k e d  a few days  l a t e r  t o  be e v e n  

more s p e c i f i c  a b o u t  t h e  income f rom t h e  m i s s i o n  p r o p e r ­

t y .  As F a t h e r  Brady  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  him:

I  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  f rom Mo n s i gn o r  Cawley  i n  
w h i c h  he  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  a r e  
a b o u t  t o  come t o  San  D i e g o  t o  o p e n  a n  o r p h a n a g e  a t  
t h e  O l d  M i s s i o n  a n d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  he  w i s h e s  t o  
know w h a t  i s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  m o n t h l y  o r  y e a r l y  
r e c e i p t s  o f  t h e  Ol d  M i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y  s a n d s ,  h o u s e s ,  
r a n c h  o r  o t h e r  r e c e i p t s .  He w a n t s  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on making a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r s  on a r r i v a l .  
A l s o  t h e  a m o u n t ,  i f  a n y .  o f  f u n d s  i n  [ t h e ]  Bank i n  
t h e  name o f  t h e  m i s s i o n .

F a t h e r  Mesny a n s we r e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  Mo n s i gno r  Cawley 

t h a t  t h e r e  was  no r e g u l a r  m o n t h l y  i n c o m e  f r o m  t h e  

m i s s i o n ;  t h e  r e n t  was  $ 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0  p e r  y e a r ,  w h i c h  was 

p a y a b l e  q u a r t e r l y ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s a n d  h a d  b e e n  a 

r e g u l a r  i n c o m e ,  a s  he  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d ,  i t  was 

o n l y  s e a s o n a l ;  t h e r e  was  $ 1 7 0 . 0 0  i n  t h e  b a n k  i n  t h e  

m i s s i o n ' s  name,  b u t  t h i s  was  t o  be u s e d  t o  c o v e r  a n o t e  

o f  $200.00 which  was due f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  Ol d  Town.^®

W h i l e  t h e s e  i s s u e s  w e r e  b e i n g  r e s o l v e d ,  f o u r  P o o r  

S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  s a i l e d  f rom S o u t ha mpt on ,  E n g l a n d ,  on 

A p r i l  6 , 1 9 2 4 . H  S i s t e r  Mary  S t .  E u s e b i a ,  S i s t e r  Mary 

o f  t h e  A n n u n c i a t i o n ,  Mo t he r  Mary N i n i a n  and Mot he r  Mary 

S c h o l a s t i c a  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  New Yo r k  f i v e  d a y s  

l a t e r ,  and a f t e r  a s h o r t  d e t a i n m e n t  on E l l i s  I s l a n d ,  t h e  

S i s t e r s  were  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  on p a r o l e .  

The  S i s t e r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  e m b a r k e d  by r a i l  f o r  t h e  Wes t  

C o a s t .  Mr.  B r u c e  M. M o h l e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f
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I m m i g r a t i o n  w r o t e  t o  Bi shop  C a n t w e l l  on t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s :

I  am t a k i n g  t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  a n n o u n c e  t o  y o u r  L o r d ­
s h i p  t h a t  t h e  f o u r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h ,  d e s t i n e d  t o  
t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s / S a n  D i e g o ,  a r r i v e d  on 
t h e  S.S.  A q u i t a n i a  a t  t h e  P o r t  o f  New York on A p r i l  
1 1 t h ,  a n d  d e p a r t e d  t o d a y  f o r  Los  A n g e l e s . . . . O n e  o f  
t h e  S i s t e r s  who was c o m i n g  f o r  a t e m p o r a r y  s t a y  
c o u l d  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  i mm e d i a t e  a d m i s s i o n  b u t  c h o s e  
t o  r e m a i n  w i t h  h e r  c o m p a n i o n s .  The  o t h e r  t h r e e  
were  a d m i t t e d  on p a r o l e  f o r  s i x  mont hs  p e n d i n g  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  c o u r t . . . . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  
w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a s h o r t  s t a y  a t  E l l i s  I s l a n d ,  b u t  
l u c k i l y  n o t  o v e r  n i g h t .  ^

Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a t e l e g r a m  f rom t h e  

S i s t e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  A p r i l  s t a t i n g  t h a t
n O

t h e y  were  on t h e i r  way t o  Los A n g e l e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  

d a y ,  t h e  B i s h o p  w r o t e  t o  F a t h e r  B r a d y  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  

Chur ch  i n  San Di ego ,  " W i l l  you p l e a s e  t e l l  F a t h e r  S u l l i ­

v a n  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  h a v e  l e f t  New York  on 

T u e s d a y  f o r  C h i c a g o ,  an d  p o s s i b l y  w i l l  a r r i v e  i n  San 

D i e g o  n e x t  week .  They  w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  I n f a n t  

Home."^

The  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  a r r i v e d  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  on 

E a s t e r  Sunday mo r n i ng ,  A p r i l  20,  1924,  and s t a y e d  t h r e e  

n i g h t s  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y . ^  T h e y  w e r e  

c o r d i a l l y  g r e e t e d  by Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  Ar ch ­

b i s h o p  Hanna  o f  San  F r a n c i s c o .  On W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  

t h e  23 r d  o f  A p r i l ,  1924,  t h e i r  l o n g  j o u r n e y  t o  San Diego 

f i n a l l y  ended .  The S i s t e r s  were  met a t  t h e  t r a i n  d e p o t  

by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  who g r a c i o u s l y  w e l c o m e d  t h e m 

i n t o  t h e i r  c o n v e n t  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  H o s p i t a l ,  where  t h e y  

would  r e s i d e  u n t i l  t h e i r  own h o u s e  was r e a d y .

D u r i n g  t h e i r  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  t h e

B i n ,  ■ . . . .

— .
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N a z a r e t h  S i s t e r s  became a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  o f  San

D i e g o ,  v i s i t e d  "The  O r p h a n a g e , "  a n d  s c o u t e d  t h e  s i t e

w h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  r e l o c a t e  t h e  o r p h a n a g e :

M i s s i o n  San Diego  de A l c a l a *  I n  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Bi s hop

on A p r i l  28,  1924,  S i s t e r  S c h o l a s t i c s  s t a t e d :

. . .We h a v e  v i s i t e d  t h e  o r p h a n a g e  a n d  t h e  " O l d  M i s ­
s i o n "  -  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  a c h a r m i n g  s p o t  
b u t  s e e m s  a l o n g  way o u t  o f  t o w n . . . . O n  S a t u r d a y  
F a t h e r  S u l l i v a n  and Mr.  L o v e l e s s ,  t h e  A r c h i t e c t  f o r  
S t .  J o s e p h ' s ,  came o u t  w i t h  u s  t o  s e e  w h a t  c a n  be 
d o n e  t o  make t h i s  p l a c e  h a b i t a b l e  b u t  t h e y  f i n d  t h e  
o l d  S c h o o l  B u i l d i n g  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  s o  much money 
e x p e n d i n g  upon i t ,  i n  t h e  way of  l i g h t i n g ,  s a n i t a r y  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  e t c .  t h a t  i t  wou l d  be a w a s t e  o f  money 
on s u c h  a n  o l d  p l a c e ,  s o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  s u g g e s t e d  
c l e a n i n g  up t h e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  c o u l d  be  
u sed  f o r  c l a s s r o o m s  and  t o  b u i l d  a new b l o c k  which  
w i l l  do f o r  d o r m i t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and rooms 
f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s ,  a l s o  a k i t c h e n  -  i n  s u c h  a way 
t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  a s e c t i o n  o n l y  o f  a l a r g e  b u i l d i n g ,  
wh i c h ,  p l e a s e  God i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  may be e r e c t e d .

The S i s t e r s  t e m p o r a r i l y  moved i n t o  a hous e  n e a r  t h e

o r p h a n a g e ,  l o c a t e d  a t  4031  G e o r g i a . ^  They  a s s u m e d

t h e i r  d u t i e s  w i t h  t h e  o r p h a n s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  May,

1 9 2 4 ,  a s  a l e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  S c h o l a s t i c a  t o  B i s h o p

C a n t w e l l  i n d i c a t e s :

. . .We h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a h o u s e  n e a r e r  t h e  
o r p h a n a g e  b u t  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  do s o .  T h e r e f o r e  we 
w i l l  t r y  t o  m a n a g e  a s  b e s t  we c a n  and  w i l l  t a k e  
o v e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  o r p h a n s  a t  o n c e  and  p r o p o s e  t o  
b e g i n  o u r  w o r k  a m o n g s t  t h e m t o m o r r o w ( T h u r s d a y ) . . . .  
I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  we s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  on t h e  
w a t c h  a n d  i f  a h o u s e  i s  f o r  l e a s e  n e a r e r  t h e  o r ­
p h a n ag e ,  we s h a l l  f o l l o w  Your L o r d s h i p s  a d v i c e  and 
t a k e  i t  a t  o n c e  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s . . . . W e  h a v e  n o t  a s  
y e t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  p l a n s  f r o m  Mr.  L o v e l e s s  o f  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  Old  M i s s i o n .

1 QA c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Record  Book. t h e r e  were  

a l r e a d y  t w e n t y - o n e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  o r p h a n a g e  when t h e  

S i s t e r s  a r r i v e d .  A p h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  a s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r
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d e p i c t s  t w e n t y - t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  [ S e e  F i g u r e  6 0 ] .  One o f
2 0t h e  c h i l d r e n  w a s  B e a t r i c e  E d m o n d s ,  now i n  h e r

s e v e n t i e s .  She r e c a l l s  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e

Poor  S i s t e r s ,  t h e  " C a t h o l i c  C h i l d r e n ’s Home" was r u n  by

Mrs.  Rand,  who r e s i d e d  t h e r e  p e r m a n e n t l y ,  and a g r oup  of

o t h e r  C a t h o l i c  women. As a n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Record  Book

s t a t e d ,  "The a b o v e  named c h i l d r e n  were  t a k e n  o v e r  by t h e

S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  -  w i t h  t h e  O r p h a n a g e ,  May 15 ,

1 9 2 4 . " 2 ^ -  T h e  R e c o r d  B ook  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  o f  t h e

t w e n t y - o n e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h r e e  had  d e c e a s e d  p a r e n t s ,  f o u r

had d e c e a s e d  f a t h e r s ,  and t h e  r e m a i n d e r  had p a r e n t s  who

w e r e  l i v i n g  -  i n d i c a t i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e

c h i l d r e n  were  n o t  o r p h a n s  a s  commonly a s sumed ,  b u t  were

22s e v e r e l y  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  c h i l d r e n .

On J u n e  26 ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  moved  i n t o  a s m a l l  h o u s e  

a d j o i n i n g  t h e  o r p h a n a g e ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be  u s e d  a s  t h e i r  

c o n v e n t  w h i l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o g r e s s e d  a t  t h e  M i s s i o n .  

T h i s  h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  a t  a  c o s t  

o f  $ 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ^  A l s o  t h a t  month,  f i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  S i s t e r s  

w e r e  s e n t  f r o m  t h e  m o t h e r h o u s e  i n  E n g l a n d  t o  j o i n  t h e  

g r o u p  i n  San  D i e g o .  One o f  t h e s e  was  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r  

o l d  S i s t e r  J o s e p h  F i n b a r r ,  who,  s i x t y - o n e  y e a r s  l a t e r  

( 1 9 8 5 )  c a n  r e c a l l  w i t h  g r e a t  c l a r i t y  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  

t r a n s p i r e d  so  l o n g  a g o . ^  T h e s e  S i s t e r s  met  w i t h  more  

u n f o r t u n a t e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  upon  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  The  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  was  awry  

was a t e l e g r a m  f rom Mr. Bruce  M o h l e r  t o  Bi shop  C a n t w e l l
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F i g u r e  60 .
N a z a r e t h  House s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  on G e o r g i a  S t r e e t ,

1924.
C r e d i t :  N a z a r e t h  House ,  San Diego
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on J u n e  28,  1924.  The t e l e g r a m  s t a t e d :

SUGGEST YOU FILE AFFIDAVIT IMMIGRATION BUREAU STAT­
ING URGENT NEED OF SISTERS NOLAN KENNEDY BRADLEY
LYNCH AHEARN SISTERS DESTINED NAZARETH HOUSE SAN
DIEGO HELD ELLIS ISLAND EXCESS QUOTA STEAMSHIP 
BERENGARIA AM MAKING EVERY EFFORT AT WASHINGTON TO 
HAVE THEM ADMITTED. 2 5

A t w o - p a g e  a f f i d a v i t  was  i m m e d i a t e l y  s i g n e d  by 

B i s hop  C a n t w e l l  b e f o r e  a n o t a r y  p u b l i c  and m a i l e d  t o  t h e
9 AI m m i g r a t i o n  B u r e a u  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  on J u n e  30 ,  1985 .

The a f f i d a v i t  was composed o f  many s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t s  and

p a s s a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  " I t  i s  v e r y  much t o

be  u r g e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f f i c i a l s  p e r m i t  t h e

s a i d  f i v e  S i s t e r s  h e r e i n  named t o  a t  o n c e  come t o  San

D i e g o  s o  t h a t  t h e y  may i m m e d i a t e l y  t a k e  up t h e  wor k

which  t h e y  h a v e  l e f t  t h e i r  m o t h e r  h o u s e  t o  commence,  and
27which  so u r g e n t l y  demands  t h e i r  c a r e  and a s s i s t a n c e .

The Bi shop  was a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  

w e r e  r e l e a s e d  on J u l y  5 ,  a n d  h e  s e n t  t e l e g r a m s  t o  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  o f f e r i n g  h i s  t h a n k s :  t h e  R i g h t  R e v e r ­

end Mons i gno r  M. J .  L a v e l l e  o f  New York,  C a r d i n a l  Hayes

o f  New Y o r k ,  Mr.  B r u c e  M o h l e r  a n d  Mr.  H e n r y  C u r r a n ,  t h e
9 QC o m m i s s i o n e r  on E l l i s  I s l a n d .  The  S i s t e r s  w e r e  n o t  

r e l e a s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n t i l  two d a y s  l a t e r .  On J u l y  8 , 

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  r e c e i v e d  a t e l e g r a m  d i r e c t  f r o m  E l l i s  

I s l a n d  which  s t a t e d :  SISTERS NAZARETH ENROUTE SAN DIEGO

ORDERED RELEASED YESTERDAY AFTERNOON. 2 9

S i s t e r s  M. Pa c h o mi u s ,  M. P a l l a d i u s ,  F r a n c i s  T e r e s a ,  

J o s e p h  F i n b a r r ,  a n d  T e r e s a  o f  t h e  C r o s s  r e a c h e d  San  

Diego s a f e l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  o r d e a l  a t  E l l i s  I s l a n d ,  much t o
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on
t h e  r e l i e f  o f  t h e i r  a n x i o u s  c o m m u n i t y .  The  f i n a l  

b u r d e n  was  l i f t e d  i n  A u g u s t ,  when B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  was  

i n f o r m e d  by James  J .  D a v i s ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  

o f  L a b o r ,  t h a t  a l l  f i v e  S i s t e r s  "who h a d  come s o  f a r  on 

a l a b o r  o f  l o v e " ^  w e r e  t o  be  g r a n t e d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  

p e r ma n e n t  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

Wi th t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  were  a b l e  t o  

a d m i t  more  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  o r p h a n a g e .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  

1924,  s e v e n t e e n  new c h i l d r e n  were  added  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

t w e n t y - o n e . ^  A l s o ,  i n  A ugus t ,  t h e  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  of  

t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h ,  Mothe r  M a c n i s e ,  a l o n g  w i t h
OO

Mo t h e r  I r e n a e u s ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  San Di ego ,  

a n d  a p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  was  t a k e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  

[See  F i g u r e  6 1 ] .  B e f o r e  s he  l e f t ,  Mo t h e r  M a c n i s e  s i g n e d  

a  c o n t r a c t  f o r  $ 1 3 6 , 00 0 . 0 0 ,  b a c k i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  new b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  M i s s i o n .  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t h e n  

o f f i c i a l l y  p l a c e d  t h e  Poo r  S i s t e r s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  M i s s i o n  

San  D i e g o  de  A l c a l a .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  he  w r o t e  t o  t h e  

R e v e r e n d  Mot he r  G e n e r a l  i n  Hammersmith s h o r t l y  a f t e r  she  

l e f  t :

. . . I t  i s  c u s t o m a r y  f o r  R e l i g i o u s  C o mm u n i t i e s ,  e v e n  
when t h e y  h a v e  a M o t h e r ho u s e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  l o c a l l y  a n d  e n j o y  a l l  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e s  g r a n t e d  t o  an Amer ican  R e l i g i o u s  C o r p o r ­
a t i o n . . . . !  am p r e p a r e d  t o  h o l d  i n  t r u s t f o r  t h e  
S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h ,  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e ,  H a m m e r s m i t h ,  
E n g l a n d ,  w h a t  i s  known a s  t h e  " O l d  M i s s i o n  R a n c h "  
i n  San D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  M i s s i o n s .  When i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  and t h e  f u l l e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  your  
C o m m u n i t y ,  you  w i s h  t o  h a v e  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  t o  you  i n  f e e  s i m p l e ,  I  s h a l l  be  g l a d  t o  do
S O  •

The B i s h o p  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t
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a r r a n g e m e n t ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  w o u l d  be  f r e e  t o  u s e  t h e  

m i s s i o n  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t .  He n o t  o n l y  

g a v e  t h e m p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s o l i c i t  a l m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

c o u n t i e s  o f  San Diego and Los A n g e l e s ,  b u t  f u r t h e r m o r e  

p r o m i s e d  t o  p a y  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a n y  mo r e  S i s t e r s  who
O  C

were  w i l l i n g  t o  come f rom London t o  San Di ego .

Work was  b e g u n  i m m e d i a t e l y  on r e s t o r i n g  t h e  o l d  

I n d i a n  s c h o o l  t o  make i t  s u i t a b l e  a s  an  o r p h a n a g e .  As 

t h e  S i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  t o t a l l y  r e f u r b i s h  t h e
O £

f o r m e r  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g ,  a new p l o t  o f  l a n d  was c h o s e n

f o r  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  k i t c h e n ,  a n d  S i s t e r ' s  r o o m s .  B i s h o p

C a n t w e l l  a g r e e d  t o  l a y  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  on N o v e m b e r  1,

1 9 2 4 . ^  A l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  San Diego U n i o n , c a r r i e d

an a r t i c l e  t h a t  day which  announced  t h a t :

San D i e g o ' s  o l d  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  be r e s t o r e d .  A c t u a l  
w o r k  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  a n d  t h e  S i s t e r s  
o f  N a z a r e t h  w i l l  b a c k  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g .  T h i s  
announce ment  was made y e s t e r d a y  a t  i m p r e s s i v e  and 
b e a u t i f u l  c e r e m o n i e s  which  marked t h e  l a y i n g  o f  t h e  
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  o r p h a n a g e  w h i c h  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  
N a z a r e t h  a r e  b u i l d i n g  n e a r  t h e  o l d  M i s s i o n .  The 
w or k  on t h e  m i s s i o n  w i l l  be s t a r t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  
f o l l o w i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  o r p h a n a g e ^  w h i c h  i s  
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  occupancy  e a r l y  i n  March .

The S u p e r i o r ,  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n ,  w a s t e d  no t i m e  i n

a r r a n g i n g  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  S i s t e r s  t o  b e g i n  p r e p a r i n g  t o

t e a c h .  She w r o t e  t o  t h e  B i s ho p  on Se p t e mb e r  7,  1924:

I  wou l d  a l s o  be g r a t e f u l  t o  know what  y ou r  L o r d s h i p  
t h i n k s  o f  o u r  s e n d i n g  two  o r  t h r e e  S i s t e r s  t o  t h e  
T e a c h e r s  Normal  Sc h o o l  h e r e  t o  a t t e n d  l e c t u r e s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  l e a r n  Amer ican m e t h o d s .

A s s i s t a n t - C h a n c e l l o r  B e r n a r d  D o l a n  r e p l i e d  " . . .The 

R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a s s u r e s  me t h a t  t h i s  w i l l

■ f e / ’’"
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meet  w i t h  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  a p p r o v a l .

The Poo r  S i s t e r s  b eg a n  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l ,  and  e n r o l ­

l e d  i n  t h r e e  c l a s s e s  t h a t  y e a r :  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  C i v i c s

a n d  S c h o o l  Law.^* The  S i s t e r s  d i d  v e r y  w e l l  i n  t h e i r  

s t u d i e s ,  b u t  t h e i r  C i v i c s  c l a s s  p r e s e n t e d  many p s y c h o ­

l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s .  As S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  r e p o r t e d ,  " . . .  

a n d  t h e  l e c t u r e s  b e i n g  g i v e n  on a n t i - r e l i g i o u s  l i n e s ,  

b a s e d  on  t h e  s u p p o s e d  a d v a n t a g e  o f  e x c l u d i n g  r e l i g i o n  

f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a s  a p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  good  c i t i z e n s h i p ,
/ 0

a r e  a s e v e r e  t r i a l  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s . "

W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  own s c h o o l  t o  be c o m p l e t e d  

a t  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  o r p h a n a g e  a t t e n d e d  

S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l  d a i l y . ^  I n  1 9 2 3 ,  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  t e a c h i n g  a t  S t .  

J o h n ' s ,  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  e i g h t  o r p h a n s  f rom t h e  

"County  C h i l d ’s Home" i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e i r  s c h o o l ,  and 

t h i s  f i g u r e  r o s e  t o  e i g h t e e n  i n  1 9 2 4 . ^

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  M o t h e r  G e n e r a l  and  

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  

A r c h i v e s ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  move  f r o m  3779  G e o r g i a  

S t r e e t  t o  M i s s i o n  San  D i e g o  de A l c a l a  was  made i n  t h e  

summer  o f  1 9 2 5 . ^  F o r t y - f o u r  new y o u n g s t e r s  w e r e  

a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  o r p h a n a g e  t h a t  y e a r ,  and on Sep t e mber  

1 0 , i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  was  b e g u n  i n  t h e i r  new 

r e s i d e n c e , ^  f rom t h e n  on known a s  N a z a r e t h  House .

The  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e  s c h o o l  commenced  a s  a p r i v a t e  

i n s t i t u t i o n . ^  The f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l  was S i s t e r  F r a n c i s
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T e r e s a ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  s h e  was  t o o  " s t r i c t , "  t h e  d u t y  s o o n  

b e c a me  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  S i s t e r  T e r e s a  o f  t h e  

C r o s s . H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  was  o n l y  

p e r f u n c t o r y ;  t h e r e  was so much work t o  be done  t h a t  a l l  

w e r e  t r e a t e d  e q u a l l y  a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y
AQ

have  any more power o r  a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  anyone  e l s e .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  move  t o  M i s s i o n  San  D i e g o  de 

A l c a l a ' ,  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  t o  i n c o r ­

p o r a t e  l o c a l l y  w e r e  a l s o  i n i t i a t e d . ^ ®  On O c t o b e r  21 ,  

1926,  t h e  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  w r o t e  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  f rom 

Hammersmi th t h a t  s h e  had s i g n e d  t h e  p a p e r s  o f  i n c o r p o r a ­

t i o n . ^ ^  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he w o u l d  v i s i t  San 

Diego t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week t o  s e e  t h a t :

. . . t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  f o r m e d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a nd  t h e  
f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  h e l d .  I t  w i l l  be  a 
p l e a s u r e  t h e n  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  y o u r  C o r p o r a t i o n  t h e  
o l d  m i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y .

I t  a p p e a r s ,  h ow e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  r e l i ­

g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  was  n o t  a c t u a l l y  com­

p l e t e d  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1 9 2 7 ,  t h e r e b y  t a k i n g  

two f u l l  y e a r s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s . ^  Once  t h i s  t a s k  was  

a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  t h e  B i s h op  was a n x i o u s  t o  deed  t h e  m i s s i o n  

p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  P o o r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h .  He w r o t e  t o  

S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  i n  December ,  1927:

T h e  M o t h e r  G e n e r a l  w i s h e s ,  now t h a t  y o u  a r e  
i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  be t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  
t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n .  You h a v e  a n  a g r e e m e n t  made and  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  w i t h  t h e  R e v e r e n d  C a n t w e l l ,  B i s ho p  of  
M o n t e r e y  a n d  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  on t h e  5 t h  d a y  o f  
S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 2 4 .  T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  s h o u l d  be s e t  
a s i d e  and a Deed made o u t  t o  your  C o r p o r a t i o n .

The s c h o o l ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o r p h a n a g e ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o
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g r o w ,  a n d  m o re  S i s t e r s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d .  T h r e e  S i s t e r s  

were  s e n t  i n  November ,  1 9 2 6 , ^  The f o l l o w i n g  J u n e ,  S i s ­

t e r  M. N i n i a n  w r o t e  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  " W e . . . h a v e  a 

c l a s s  o f  t w e l v e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n ,  who a r e  

t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e . " ^

The S i s t e r s  w e r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  

s c h o o l .  I n  1 9 2 7 ,  a p r i e s t  by t h e  name o f  F a t h e r  Ha nnon  

was  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  N a z a r e t h  Hous e  i n  San  D i e g o .  The 

S i s t e r s  were  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  him,  and t h e  s t u d e n t s  l o v e d  

h im.  S i s t e r  t h a n k e d  t h e  B i s h o p  p r o f u s e l y  f o r  s e n d i n g  

h i m ,  s t a t i n g ,  " . . . h e  i s  so  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

p a r t i c u a r l y  t h e  boys ,  t e a c h i n g  and e n c o u r a g i n g  them i n  

t h e i r  g a m e s ,  u n s p a r i n g  o f  h i m s e l f  i n  e v e r y  w a y . . . " . " ^
C Q

Lay t e a c h e r s  were  a l s o  h i r e d  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  c h i l d r e n .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  1928,  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  was t r a n s ­

f e r r e d  t o  S ou t h  A f r i c a .  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l  was f i l l e d  w i t h  

r e g r e t  t h a t  " . . . o u r  f o u n d r e s s ,  who h a d  d o n e  s o  much t o

l a y  w e l l  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a g r e a t  e n t e r p r i s e  u n d e r  t h e
ti 5 9S t a r  S p a n g l e d  B a n n e r  was  t o  be no l o n g e r  w i t h  u s , '

She had ,  i n d e e d ,  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  i n  San Diego .

The D i o c e s a n  C o u n c i l  on C h a r i t i e s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B i s ho p

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r  l e a v i n g :

The S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  good r e s u l t s  
i n  t h e i r  w or k  a t  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e ,  Sa n  D i e g o .  From 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e y  h a v e  e a r n e s t l y  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  
m e e t  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n ,  a d e q u a t e  
h e a l t h  s u p e r v i s i o n  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  unde r  t h e i r  c a r e .  0

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n ' s  f i n a l  two y e a r s

■ 6>-
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a s  S u p e r i o r ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  had a d m i t t e d  more t h a n  o n e -  

h u n d r e d  and f i f t y  c h i l d r e n .

S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  wa s  r e p l a c e d  by S i s t e r  M. 

C y p r i a n , ^  who c o n t i n u e d  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  work s e t  by h e r  

p r e d e c e s s o r .  S i s t e r  C y p r i a n  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  

m i s s i o n  l a n d s  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h e  

s p r i n g  o f  1 9 2 9 ,  s h e  a p p o i n t e d  S i s t e r  M. P a l l a d i u s  t o  

p r o c u r e  e q u i p m e n t  t o  f a r m  t h e  l a n d s .  Soon ,  f r u i t  o r ­

c h a r d s  and farm a n i m a l s  were  s u p p l y i n g  f r u i t ,  m i l k ,  eg g s  

and f o r  t h e  g rowi ng  o rp h a n a g e .  As t h e  O f f i c i a l  C a t h o l i c  

D i r e c t o r y  r e p o r t e d  i n  1 9 3 0 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n i n e t y - s e v e n  

" o r p h a n s "  b e i n g  s u p e r v i s e d  by t w e l v e  S i s t e r s  and two l a y  

t e a c h e r s

D u r i n g  S i s t e r  C y p r i a n ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  S u p e r i o r

a t  N a z a r e t h  House ,  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  M i s s i o n  San Diego  de 
/

A l c a l a  was  f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e d .  On S t .  J o s e p h ' s  Day,  

1 9 3 1 ,  t h e  f i r s t  m a s s  i n  t h e  r e s t o r e d  M i s s i o n  was  c e l e ­

b r a t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  N a z a r e t h  S ch o o l  c h o i r  s i n g i n g  t h e  Greg­

o r i a n  c h a n t s . ^  On J u n e  16,  1935,  Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l  c o n ­

f i r m e d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  r e s t o r e d  

M i s s i o n  San Diego de A l c a l a .

C o n f i r m a t i o n  l i s t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow,  i n d i c a t i n g  an 

i n c r e a s e  i n  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l .  The s t u d e n t  body 

p i c t u r e  o f  1932 d e p i c t s  a v e r y  l a r g e  a s s e m b l y  o f  c h i l d ­

r e n  f r o m  a l l  a g e s  [ S e e  F i g u r e  6 2 ] ,  By t h e  t i m e  B i s h o p  

Buddy a s s u m e d  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  Se e  i n  San  D i e g o  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  

t h e r e  was  a c l a s s  o f  t h i r t y - o n e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  be c o n ­

f i r m e d . ^ ^  B i s h o p  Buddy t o o k  an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e
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o r p h a n a g e ,  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  t u r n  i n
6 7m o n t h l y  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  income and e x p e n d i t u r e s  t o  him.

The i n s t i t u t i o n  i t s e l f  had t o  be e n l a r g e d ,  and i n  1939,  

a s e c o n d  s t o r y  was added  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  c rowded c o n d i ­

t i o n s . ^ ®  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  S i s t e r  S t .  E u s e b i a  was t r a n s ­

f e r r e d  t o  San  D i e g o  t o  o p e n  a n u r s e r y  f o r  t h e  g r o w i n g  

number  o f  t i n y  t o t s  who were  b e i n g  admi t t ed .®®

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  R e l i g i o n  c l a s s e s ,  c h i l d r e n  were  i n ­

s t r u c t e d  i n  a l l  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s e s  t h a t  would  be 

f o u n d  i n  a  t y p i c a l  g r ammar  s c h o o l .  E n g l i s h ,  H i s t o r y ,  

M a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  G e o g r a p h y  w e r e  c o u r s e s  t a u g h t  t o  t h e  

g r a d e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  A l s o ,  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  m u s i c  

c l a s s e s  were  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m . ^ ®  The 

s c h o o l  p r o u d l y  b o a s t e d  o f  a L a t i n  c h o i r  a n d  a b o y s  b r a s s  

b a n d .

Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e i g h t h  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  c h i l d ­

r e n  n o r m a l l y  l e f t  t h e  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e . ^  T h e r e  we r e ,  of  

c o u r s e ,  some c h i l d r e n  t h a t  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  l e a v e  a f t e r  

t h e  e i g h t h  g r a d e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  few s t u d e n t s  were 

a l l o w e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  P e a c e  o r  

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  a t  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  r a t e s .  

S i s t e r  F i n b a r r  r e c a l l s  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t . J o s e p h  of  

C a r o n d e l e t  and t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n s  were  " e x c e e d i n g l y  k i nd"

t o  p e r m i t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  c o m p l e t e  a C a t h o l i c  e d u c a -

7 2t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .

C h i l d r e n  f rom t h r o u g h o u t  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  were 

a d m i t t e d  t o  N a z a r e t h  House,  bu t  mos t  were  f rom San Diego
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County .  The a v e r a g e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  a d m i t t e d  a n n u a l ­

l y  i n t o  t h e  N a z a r e t h  House d u r i n g  t h e  1930 ' s  deca de  was 

f o r t y - t w o ,  and t h i s  f i g u r e  r o s e  t o  f i f t y - e i g h t  p e r  y e a r
7 o

d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s .  Some w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  by v a r i o u s  

p r i e s t s ,  some by t h e  B i s h o p ,  some by t h e  C a t h o l i c  W e l ­

f a r e  B u r ea u ,  and b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  many c h i l d r e n  

w e r e  c o u r t  c a s e s ,  a nd  r e c o m me n d e d  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e  by 

v a r i o u s  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s . ^

M o t h e r  C y p r i a n  h a d  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a N a z a r e t h  

H o u s e  i n  H o l l y w o o d  i n  1 9 3 4 ,  an d  was  r e p l a c e d  i n  San  

D i e g o  by M o t h e r  J o s e p h  F i d e l i s .  U n d e r  h e r  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i o n ,  p l a n s  f o r  a n a t a t o r i u m  were begun  a t  t h e  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n .  I n  m i d - 1 9 42 ,  B i s ho p  Buddy o r g a n i z e d  a c o m mi t t e e  

u n d e r  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  L e r o y  E. Goodbody  t o  r a i s e  

f u n d s  f o r  t h e  swimming p o o l .  Wor ld  War I I  d e t a i n e d  p r o ­

g r e s s  on t h e i r  p l a n s ,  a n d  by t h e  t i m e  work  a c t u a l l y  

b e g a n  i n  1 9 4 8 ,  p r i c e s  h a d  s k y r o c k e t e d .  B i s h o p  Buddy 

d e c i d e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  s h o u l d  n o t  o n l y  

pay  t h e  f i n a l  b i l l  b u t  s h o u l d  pay  f o r  i t s '  m a i n t e n a n c e

I
a s  w e l l . ^  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  swi mmi ng  p o o l  was  a 

ma j o r  a d v a n c e m e n t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  of  t h e  " p h y s i c a l "  a t  t h e  

N a z a r e t h  S c h o o l .

Mot he r  J o s e p h  F i d e l i s  r e ma i n e d  i n  San Diego u n t i l  

1 9 4 6 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  s h e  was  s e n t  t o  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e  i n  

B e l f a s t ,  I r e l a n d .  She  was  s u c c e e d e d  i n  San D i e g o  by 

S i s t e r  P a t r i c i a  M a g d a l e n ,  who somehow i n d u c e d  B i s h o p  

Buddy t o  d r e s s  up a s  S a n t a  C l a u s  t h a t  C h r i s t m a s ,  t o  t h e  

d e l i g h t  o f  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n . ^  A l t h o u g h  S i s t e r  P a t r i c i a

m . .
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M a g d a l e n  was S u p e r i o r  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  San  D i e g o ,  

t h a t  r o l e  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  b e i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l .  S i s t e r  M. C l e m e n t  was  a p p o i n t e d  p r i n c i p a l  i n  

1 9 4 8 ,  an d  i n  a " h o u s e c l e a n i n g "  a c t  t h a t  y e a r ,  s h e  d e ­

s t r o y e d  a l l  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s c h o o l  r e c o r d s . ^  S i n c e  t h a t  

t i m e ,  h oweve r ,  r e c o r d s  ha ve  been  k e p t  more d i l i g e n t l y .

I n  1950,  Mi s s  L i e r e s  t a u g h t  a k i n d e r g a r t e n  c l a s s  of  

e i g h t  s t u d e n t s ,  M i s s  Loman h a d  t w e n t y  s t u d e n t s  i n  h e r  

1 s t  a n d  2 nd g r a d e  c l a s s e s ;  t h e r e  w e r e  t h i r t y - f o u r  

s t u d e n t s  i n  S i s t e r  A n g e l a  of  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t ' s  3 rd  and 

4 t h  g r a d e  c l a s s e s ;  S i s t e r  V i n c e n t  J o s e p h  t a u g h t  g r a d e s  5 

a n d  6 , w i t h  t h i r t y - t h r e e  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,

S i s t e r  M. C l e m e n t ,  t a u g h t  7 t h  a n d  8 t h  g r a d e s ,  i n  w h i c h

78t h e r e  were  t we n t y  s t u d e n t s .

S i s t e r  P a t r i c i a  Ma g d a l e n  r e m a i ne d  a s  S u p e r i o r  u n t i l  

1952,  when S i s t e r  M. P a c h o m i a s  was handed  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

D u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  S i s t e r  P a c h o m i a s ,  t h e  n u r s e r y  was  

d i s c o n t i n u e d  by Mot he r  Emmanuel  Mary,  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l ,  

who v i s i t e d  San Diego  i n  1 9 5 5 . ^

A t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e  f i n e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  P oo r  S i s t e r s ,  

i n  1 9 6 0 ,  B i s h o p  Buddy c o n f i r m e d  f i f t y  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  

Old  M i s s i o n  Church  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a n s w e r s  g i v e n  by 

t h e  c h i l d r e n  " r a t e d  f i r s t  p l a c e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  

D i o c e s e .

The  p r i n c i p a l ,  S i s t e r  Mary  C l e m e n t ,  b e c a me  o ne  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  women t o  o b t a i n  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  D e g r e e  

f r o m  t h e  San  D i e g o  C o l l e g e  f o r  Women when s h e  r e c e i v e d

m
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h e r  M.A. D e g r e e  i n  1 96 1 .  Many m a j o r  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  

d u r i n g  h e r  t e n u r e  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  I n  1 9 6 6 ,  t h e  s c h o o l  

commenced  e n r o l l i n g  day  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  M i s s i o n  San  

D i e g o  de  A l c a l a  P a r i s h  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  The  numbe r  

o f  r e s i d e n t  c h i l d r e n  h a d  d r o p p e d  d u e  t o  a new S t a t e  

p o l i c y  o f  p l a c i n g  c h i l d r e n  i n  f o s t e r  homes r a t h e r  t h a n  

i n  " o r p h a n a g e s . ” T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  

t h e  r e d u c t i o n ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b e c a me  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  

C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  p a r i s h .

I n  1 9 7 0 ,  a new s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  was  c o m p l e t e d  on t h e  

p r o p e r t y ,  and opened t h a t  y e a r  w i t h  an e n r o l l m e n t  o f  214 

s t u d e n t s .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  S i s t e r  S t .  F r a n c i s  became 

p r i n c i p a l ,  and she  was s u c c e e d e d  i n  1980 by t h e  c u r r e n t  

p r i n c i p a l ,  S i s t e r  S t .  F i n t a n .

T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a b o u t  350 s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  

s c h o o l  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  day s t u d e n t s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  

n i n e t y  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n  r e s i d e n c e  a t  N a z a r e t h  House.  In  

a d d i t i o n  t o  many o t h e r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  S i s t e r  S t .  

F i n t a n  h a s  r e - o p e n e d  t h e  p r e s c h o o l ,  w h e r e b y  t h r e e  and  

f o u r - y e a r  o l d  c h i l d r e n  may b e g i n  t o  r e c e i v e  an  e a r l y  

c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i o n  u nde r  t h e  t u t e l a g e  o f  t h e  k i n d  Poor  

S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h .
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CHAPTER I X

Not es

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Brady t o  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  
J o h n  C a w l e y ,  A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 2 1 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  Br ady ,  A p r i l  
27 ,  1921.  San Di ego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d  Book o f  c h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g  a t  
N a z a r e t h  H o u s e ,  d a t i n g  f r o m  A u g u s t  19 ,  1 9 2 1 .  N a z a r e t h  
House C o n v e n t ,  San D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ S i s t e r  C o l u m b a ,  " S a n  D i e g o  -  1 9 2 4  -  I n  t h e  
F o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  P a d r e s , "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a n u s c r i p t ,  
N a z a r e t h  House ,  San D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1984.

^ L e t t e r  f rom C h a n c e l l o r - S e c r e t a r y  t o  F a t h e r  Brady ,  
J un e  5 ,  1922.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^San Diego  U n i o n , A p r i l  20 ,  1975.

^ T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a n  i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  e i g h t y - s i x  y e a r  o l d  S i s t e r  J o s e p h  F i n b a r r ,  who 
a r r i v e d  i n  1 9 24  f r o m  H a m m e r s m i t h ,  E n g l a n d ,  a nd  s t i l l  
r e s i d e s  a t  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e ,  S a n  D i e g o .  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
S i s t e r  F i n b a r r ,  November  19,  1985,  N a z a r e t h  House.

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  J o s e p h  Mesny t o  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c ­
r e t a r y  M o n s i g n o r  J o h n  C a w l e y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 2 3 .  San 
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  Brady t o  F a t h e r  Mesny,  November 
25 ,  1923 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  J o s e p h  Mesny t o  C h a n c e l l o r - S e c ­
r e t a r y  M o n s i g n o r  J o h n  C a w l e y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 2 3 .  San 
Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ T e l eg r a m,  Mo t h e r  G e n e r a l  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  A p r i l  
6 , 1924 .  San Di e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B r u c e  M. M o h l e r  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
A p r i l  15 ,  1924 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ T e l e g r a m  f rom S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  t o  Bi s hop  C a n t -
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w e l l ,  A p r i l  15,  1924.  I t  s t a t e d :  LEFT ELLIS ISLAND ON
PAROLE LEAVING NEW YORK TUESDAY FOR CHICAGO HOPE SOON TO 
SEE YOUR LORDSHIP. San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  Brady ,  A p r i l  
16,  1924.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■^See L e t t e r  f rom Bi shop  C a n t w e l l  t o  Mr.  B r uce  Moh- 
l e r ,  A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 2 4 ;  T e l e g r a m  f r o m  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  
t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  A p r i l  17,  1 9 2 4 ,  s t a t i n g :  EXPECT TO 
ARRIVE 7AM SUNDAY; and  L e t t e r  f rom Mot he r  S c h o l a s t i c a  t o  
B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  A p r i l  28 ,  1 9 2 4 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mot he r  S c h o l a s t i c a  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
A p r i l  28,  1924.  San Diego D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mot he r  S c h o l a s t i c a  t o  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l ,  
May 3 ,  1924.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mot he r  S c h o l a s t i c a  t o  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l ,  
May 14,  1924.  San Diego  D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d  Book. . . n . p .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  B e a t r i c e  Edmonds,  one o f  t h e  c h i l d ­
r e n  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  o r p h an a g e  when t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  
N a z a r e t h  a r r i v e d  i n  San Diego i n  1924,  December 3,  1985,  
N a z a r e t h  House.  B e a t r i c e  Edmonds h as  l i v e d  a l l  h e r  l i f e  
i n  t h e  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e ,  a n d  now i n  h e r  s e v e n t i e s ,  i s  r e ­
s i d i n g  i n  t h e  N a z a r e t h  R e t i r e m e n t  Home.

^ O f f i c i a l  Record  Book. . . n . p .

22San Diego U n i o n , A p r i l  20 ,  1975.

S i s t e r  C o l u m b a . . . n . p .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  J o s e p h  F i n b a r r ,  November  19,  
1985,  N a z a r e t h  House ,  San Diego,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ T e l e g r a m  f r o m  Mr.  B r u c e  M. M o h l e r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a t h o l i c  W e l f a r e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  t o  B i s h o p  
C a n t w e l l ,  J u n e  28 ,  1924.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e g a l  A f f i d a v i t  w r i t t e n  a n d  s i g n e d  by B i s h o p  
C a n t w e l l ,  J une  30 ,  1924.

2 7 I b i d .

2®Telegrams  f rom Bi shop C a n t w e l l  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  M o n s i g n o r  M. J .  L a v e l l e  o f  New Y o r k ,  
C a r d i n a l  H a y e s  o f  New Y o r k ,  Mr.  B r u c e  M o h l e r  a n d  Mr.  
Henry C u r r a n ,  Commi s s i one r ,  E l l i s  I s l a n d ,  J u l y  5,  1924.  
San Diego D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .
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^ T e l e g r a m  f r o m  E l l i s  I s l a n d  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
J u l y  8 , 1924 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom Mot he r  S c h o l a s t i c a  t o  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l ,  
J u l y  18,  1924 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  Mr.  J a m e s  D a v i s  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
Augus t  5 ,  1924 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

O O
O f f i c i a l  Record  Book . . . n . p .

O O
S i s t e r  C o l u mb a . . . n . p .

3 4 L e t t e r  f r om  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  R e v e r e n d  M o t h e r  
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  of  N a z a r e t h  i n  Hammersmi th,  
E n g l a n d ,  Augus t  13,  1924.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

3 5 I b i d .
O £

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was deemed u n s u i t a b l e ,  i t  
now h o u s e s  a v e r y  a c t i v e  p a r i s h  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  
M i s s i o n  San Diego de A l c a l a .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
O c t o b e r  10 ,  1924.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

33San Diego U n i o n , November 1,  1924.

• ^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  19 2 4 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .  The  
T e a c h e r s  Normal  S c h o o l  was t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  t o  San Diego 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .

^ L e t t e r  f rom A s s i s t a n t  C h a n c e l l o r  B e r n a r d  Do l an  t o  
S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 2 ,  1 9 2 4 .  S a n  D i e g o
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
J a n u a r y  3 ,  1925.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

4 2 I b i d .

43L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  t o  A s s i s t a n t  C h a n c e l ­
l o r  B e r n a r d  D o l a n ,  O c t o b e r  3,  1924.  San Diego D i o c e s an  
A r c h i v e s .

4 4 S t .  J o h n ’s S c h o o 1 R e g i s t e r . A L i s t  o f  P u p i l s  
A t t e n d i n g  S t .  J o h n ' s  S c h o o l  S i n c e  I t s  B e g i n n i n g  i n  1919.  
S t .  J o h n ' s  R e c t o r y ,  1620  L i n c o l n  A v e .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e ­
san  A r c h i v e s .

^ C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  N a z a r e t h  S i s t e r s  and  
t h e  B i s h o p ,  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  move was  made d u r i n g  t h e  mon t h  o f
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J u l y ,  1925 .  A f t e r  A u g u s t  1 ,  a l l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  was  
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  Old M i s s i o n .

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d  Boo j c . . . n . p .  I n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  was o b t a i n e d  f rom S i s t e r  F i n b a r r ,  
I n t e r v i e w ,  November  19,  1985,  and S i s t e r  Co l umba . . . n . p .

^ I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  S i s t e r  S t .  F i n t a n ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  
N a z a r e t h  S c h o o l ,  N o v e m b e r  26 a n d  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 8 5 .
N a z a r e t h  S c h o o l ,  San Di e go ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

4 ® I b i d .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was  g i v e n  t o  S i s t e r  S t .  
F i n t a n  f rom S i s t e r  J o s e p h  F i n b a r r .

4 9 I b i d .

^ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  M o t h e r  M a c n i s e  t o  
B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 2 5 .  Sa n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  M o t h e r  M a c n i s e  t o  
B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 25 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  
M o t h e r  M a c n i s e ,  N o v e m b e r  6 , 1 9 2 6 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  M o t h e r  M a c n i s e  t o  
B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  S e p t e mb e r  20,  1927.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

• ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n ,  
December  22 ,  1927.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ T e l e g r a m  f rom S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  t o  B i s hop  C a n t w e l l ,  
O c t o b e r  6 , 1926.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
J u n e  13,  1927.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
March 6 , 1928.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

- ^ 0 f f i c i a l  C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y  (New York:  P . J .  Kenedy 
& S o n s ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  p.  4 6 1 .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  i n  
S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  D e c e m b e r  13 ,  1 9 28 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  Mr .  T h o m a s  J .  O ' D w y e r ,  D i o c e s a n  
C o u n c i l  on C h a r i t i e s ,  t o  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l ,  December  28,  
1928 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

mm.::- .
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8 * O f f i c i a l  Record  B o o k . . . n . p .

^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  M. C y p r i a n  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
December  26,  1928.  San Diego  D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

8 8 0 f f i c i a l  C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y  (New York:  P . J .  Kenedy 
& S o n s ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  p.  4 6 1 .

84S i s t e r  Columba M a n u s c r i p t . . . n . p .

6 5 I b i d .

88Book of  C o n f e s s i o n  L i s t s , N a z a r e t h  House C o n v e n t ,  
San D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ M o n t h l y  M a i n t e n a n c e  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  
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CHAPTER X

The S i s t e r s  of  S t » J o s e p h  of  Orange 

and Our Lady of  t h e  S ac r ed  H e a r t  S c h o o l

Of a l l  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h e s  t o  o p e n  i n  S a n  D i e g o  

C o u n t y  p r i o r  t o  1 9 3 6 ,  Our  Lady o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  i n  

E a s t  San Diego had  p e r h a p s  t h e  mos t  i n s e c u r e  b e g i n n i n g .  

The p a r i s h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y ,  i n  1911,  b u t  E a s t  San 

Di ego ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d ,  f a r - r e m o v e d  

f r o m  t h e  down t own  c i t y  d i s t r i c t ,  n o t  one  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  a n d  i l l - p r e p a r e d  t o  

s u p p o r t  a C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  I n  f a c t ,  when R e v e r e n d  P . F .  

M c L a u g h l i n  a r r i v e d ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  by B i s h o p  

C o n a t y  t o  o p e n  t h e  new p a r i s h ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  t w e n t y  

C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t . ^ -

A t e m p o r a r y  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d ,  a n d  t h e  

f i r s t  Mass  was s a i d  somet ime  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1911.  By Feb­

r u a r y  o f  1 9 1 2 ,  a r e c t o r y  was c o m p l e t e d ,  and  t h e  numbe r  

o f  p a r i s h i o n e r s  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  by t h a t  t i m e  t o  f o r t y -  

s e v e n  f a m i l i e s .  U n t i l  1 9 1 6 ,  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y ,  b u t  i n  t h a t  y e a r  F a t h e r  Mc La u g h l in  

o b t a i n e d  a l o a n  f o r  $1 , 500 . 00  f rom t h e  H i b e r n i a n  Bank t o  

h e l p  d e f r a y  c o s t s  a t  t h e  new c h u r c h . ^  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

was n o t  an  u n u s u a l  a c t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  

was j u s t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a l o n g  and c o n t i n u a l  economic
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b a t t l e  a t  Our Lady of  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  P a r i s h .  The n o t e  

was  n o t  p a i d  o f f  on t i m e  b u t  h a d  t o  be  r e n e w e d  o v e r  and 

o v e r  a g a i n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  new l o a n s  w e r e  t a k e n  o u t  a s  

t h e  y e a r s  w e n t  b y ,  a n d  t h e  p a r i s h  d e b t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

i n c r e a s e .

A l a c k  o f  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p  was  a l s o  t o  b l a m e  f o r  

t h e  many p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  a t  Our Lady o f  t h e  S ac r ed  

H e a r t .  F a t h e r  M c L a u g h l i n ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a s t o r ,  r e m a i n e d  

u n t i l  1 9 1 8 ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  r e p l a c e d  by F a t h e r  M. J .  

C o n n a l l y ,  who s e r v e d  u n t i l  1 92 0 .  F a t h e r  M. McCormack 

r e l i e v e d  F a t h e r  C o n n a l l y ,  b u t  he  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h a t  

p o s i t i o n  o n l y  a f ew m o n t h s  when h e  was  r e p l a c e d  by 

F a t h e r  J a m e s  F. M i t c h e l l .  T h r o u g h  a l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  

f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s  was  d e s p e r a t e .  I n  f a c t ,  a s  F a t h e r  

M i t c h e l l  p o i n t e d  o u t  a f t e r  b e i n g  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  

p a r i s h :

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  S a c r e d  
H e a r t  P a r i s h  b e f o r e  c o n s e n t i n g  t o  t a k e  i t .  I t s  
c o n d i t i o n  and s t a t u s  c e r t a i n l y  l e n d s  c o l o r  t o  t h e  
rumor  b e i n g  s p r e a d  f rom c e r t a i n  s o u r c e s  t h a t  I  h a v e  
b e e n  d e m o t e d ;  b u t ,  h a v i n g  c o n s e n t e d  t o  t a k e  i t ,  I  
w i l l  t r y  and make s o m e t h i n g  o u t  o f  i t .

F a t h e r  M i t c h e l l  was u n a b l e  t o  t u r n  t h i n g s  a r o u nd  a t

t h e  p a r i s h  on a c c o u n t  o f  b e i n g  c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l .  H i s

b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  t h e  San

D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s ,  was  t h a t  o f  a l w a y s  r u n n i n g

s h o r t  o f  a l t a r  wine .  F i v e  d i s t r a u g h t  p a r i s h i o n e r s  w r o t e

a l e t t e r  t o  Bi shop  C a n t w e l l  a s k i n g  t h a t  F a t h e r  M i t c h e l l

be r e m o v e d  and a n o t h e r  p a s t o r  p l a c e d  i n  c h a r g e . ^  The

B i s h o p  d i d  no t  t a k e  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n ,  and t h e  u n f o r t u n ­

R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



3 2 6

a t e  s i t u a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e s c a l a t e .  Four  months  l a t e r ,  

a c o m m i t t e e  o f  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t e l e g r a p h e d  t h e  B i s h o p  t o  

i n s i s t  o n  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  h i m  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  

g r i e v a n c e s .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  was  o b v i o u s  B i s h o p  C a n t ­

w e l l  was a l s o  g rowi ng  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  management  

a t  Our Lady o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  P a r i s h .  B e s i d e s  h a v i n g  

most  o f  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  up i n  a r ms ,  F a t h e r  M i t c h e l l  had 

d o n e  n o t h i n g  t o  p a y  o f f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  d e b t s ,  a n d  i n  

f a c t ,  h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d  m o r e ;  h e  f a i l e d  t o  make A n n u a l  

S t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h e  C h a n c e r y ;  and f u r t h e r m o r e ,  he d i d  n o t  

a t t e n d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c a n o n i c a l  c o n v e n t i o n s .

When F a t h e r  W i l l i a m  J .  C l a n c y  a r r i v e d  t o  r e l i e v e  

F a t h e r  M i t c h e l l  i n  May o f  1921,  he s t a t e d ,  "There  w a s n ' t  

o n e  c e n t  o f  p a r i s h  money h e r e  when I  c a m e . " ^  The  r e p l y  

f rom t h e  Chance ry  O f f i c e  was:

. . . y o u r  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  i n  E a s t  San D i e g o  i s  
f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d . . .  .You w i l l ,  I  know,  t r y  t o  
s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e s e  b i l l s  a s  s o o n  a s  you f i n d  i t  
c o n v e n i e n t .

A l t h o u g h  f i l l e d  w i t h  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s ,  F a t h e r  

C l a n c y ,  a s  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  was  u n a b l e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t .  When t h e  

s i x t h  p r i e s t ,  F a t h e r  M i c h a e l  S u l l i v a n ,  was t r a n s f e r r e d  

t h e r e  i n  1923 t o  r e l i e v e  F a t h e r  C l a n c y ,  p a r i s h i o n e r s  

were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  wonder  a b o u t  t h e  h i g h  t u r n o v e r  r a t e  of  

p a s t o r s .  F a t h e r  S u l l i v a n ,  t h o u g h ,  was f i n a l l y  a b l e  t o  

a c c o m p l i s h  s o m e t h i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  Bank o f  I t a l y  p r o mi se d  

t o  l e n d  him up t o  $ 4 , 00 0 . 0 0 ,  he a s k e d  B i s hop  C a n t w e l l  i f  

he c o u l d  e n l a r g e  t h e  c h u r c h :
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I  w i s h  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e x t e n d  t h i s  c h u r c h  so  
t h a t  i t  wou ld  acc omoda t e  a b o u t  f o u r  h u n d r ed .  I t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  on a c c o u n t  o i  p r e s e n t  o v e r c r ow d e d  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  and r a p i d  g ro w t h .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a s  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Bureau  o f  C a t h o l i c  

C h a r i t i e s ,  F a t h e r  M i c h a e l  S u l l i v a n  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a h o u s e  i n  H i l l c r e s t  n e a r  t h e  C a t h o l i c
Q

C h i l d r e n ' s  Orphanage  f o r  t h e  Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h .

I t  was  d u r i n g  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a l s o ,  t h a t  s i x  l o t s

w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  a s c h o o l  a t  Our  Lady o f  t h e  S a c r e d

H e a r t  P a r i s h . ^

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  F a t h e r  S u l l i v a n  was n o t  t o  s t a y  f o r

l o n g  e i t h e r .  I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1925,  F a t h e r  James  O ' N e i l l

was p l a c e d  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  of

t h a t  y e a r ,  he  e x p r e s s e d  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  h i s  o p i n i o n

on what  was "wrong"  w i t h  t h e  p a r i s h :

I n  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  E a s t  San D i e g o  h a s  h a d  s e v e n  
p a s t o r s ,  n o n e  o f  whom h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e i r
s a l a r y .  The p e o p l e  i n  E a s t  San  D i e g o  w i l l  n o t
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p a r i s h .

N e e d l e s s  t o  s ay ,  w i t h i n  two months ,  he was r e l i e v e d  

o f  h i s  p o s t .  F a t h e r  J.A.  Lynn was t h e n  p l ' aced  i n  c h a r g e

o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  As t h e  many p a s t o r a l  c h a n g e s  c o u l d  n o t

h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c i v e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and  u n i f y i n g  t h e  

p a r i s h ,  F a t h e r  Lynn,  t h e  e i g h t h  p a s t o r ,  had h i s  work c u t  

o u t  f o r  h i m .  F a t h e r  L y n n ,  t h o u g h ,  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i t i e s  t o  f i n a l l y  t u r n  t h i n g s  a r o u n d .  

Under  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  work on t h e  much-needed  s c h o o l  

a n d  c o n v e n t  t o  h o u s e  t h e  S i s t e r s  who w o u l d  t e a c h  b e g a n  

t o  t a k e  s h a p e .  A c o n t e n t e d  p a r i s h i o n e r  w r o t e  t o  Bi shop  

C a n t w e l l  on  A p r i l  9,  1 9 2 6 ,  "We a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o
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o u r  new s c h o o l . " ^  Work p r o g r e s s e d  r a t h e r  s l o w l y ,  b u t  

one y e a r  l a t e r ,  C h a n c e l l o r  D o l a n  w r o t e  t o  F a t h e r  Lynn,  

"The  B i s h o p  s a i d  t h a t  you  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a b e a u t i f u l  

s c h o o l  i n  E a s t  San Diego. "

Our  La d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  o p e n e d  t h a t  

y e a r ,  1 9 2 7 ,  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  

p a r i s h .  S i n c e  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  l o a n  h a d  t o  be  s e c u r e d  t o  

f i n a n c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  p a r i s h  was  i n  

t h e  w o r s t  c o n d i t i o n  i t  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  i n .  I n  s p i t e  o f  

t h i s ,  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  o p e n i n g  began  a g r e a t  new c h a p t e r  i n  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Our Lady o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t .  T r u l y ,  t h e  

s c h o o l  was t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  

p a r i s h ,  f o r  i t  meant  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  some v e r y  d e d i c a t e d ,  

l o y a l  and h a r d - w o r k i n g  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  

o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e .

The I n s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f
1 ^Orange  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  1912 i n  E u r e k a ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  The 

moving  f o r c e  b e h i n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  new Order  

was  M o t h e r  B e r n a r d  G o s s e l i n ,  who,  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  

B i s h o p  Thomas  G r a c e  o f  S a c r a m e n t o ,  l e f t  t h e  L a G r a n g e ,  

I l l i n o i s ,  communi ty t o  f o un d  a s c h o o l  i n  n o r t h e r n  C a l i ­

f o r n i a .  S i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i s t e r s  

o f  S t .  J o s e p h  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 3 6 ,  t w e n t y - s e v e n  

i n d e p e n d e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  g r own  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

C a r o n d e l e t  f o u n d a t i o n .  W i t h i n  two mont hs  o f  a r r i v i n g  i n  

E u r e k a ,  t h e  new f o u n d a t i o n  o f  S i s t e r s  b e ga n  t e a c h i n g  a t  

t h e  E u r e k a  Young Me n ' s  I n s t i t u t e  H a l l . ^  I n  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e
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S i s t e r s  b u i l t  t h e i r  s c h o o l ,  N a z a r e t h  A c a d e m y ,  i n  

E u r e k a . ^

P e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  b r o u g h t  t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  s o u t h e r n  

C a l i f o r n i a .  I n  1915,  F a t h e r  F r a n c i s  B u r l b a c h ,  p a s t o r  of  

S a c r e d  H e a r t  P a r i s h  i n  B r a w l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n  t h e  Dio­

c e s e  o f  Los A n g e l e s / S a n  Di ego ,  c o n t a c t e d  Mother  A l e x i n e  

G o s s e l i n ,  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  

i n  L a G r a n g e ,  I l l i n o i s .  F a t h e r  B u r l b a c h ,  who h a d  p r e ­

v i o u s l y  l i v e d  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s ,  was w e l l - a c q u a i n t e d  

w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  

J o s e p h ,  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w a n t e d  t h e m t o  t e a c h  i n  h i s  

I m p e r i a l  County  p a r i s h .  Mot he r  A l e x i n e ,  h o we v e r ,  r e f e r ­

r e d  F a t h e r  B u r l b a c h  t o  h e r  s i s t e r ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  

Eu r ek a  communi ty ,  Mother  B e r n a r d .  The S i s t e r s  a g r e e d  t o  

t e a c h  i n  B r a w l e y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a n o t h e r  s c h o o l  i n  S a n t a  

Ana,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h i c h  was u n d e r  t h e  p a s t o r s h i p  o f  a 

p r i e s t  who was  t o  r e m a i n  a c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  F a t h e r  Hen r y  

E u m m e l i n . ^  B o t h  s c h o o l s  o p e n e d  i n  1916 .  A t h i r d  

s c h o o l  was opened  by t h e  S i s t e r s  i n  O n t a r i o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

i n  1920 .

In  1922,  w i t h  t h r e e  s c h o o l s  i n  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  

s t a f f e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h ,  t h e  c o m mu n i t y  

w i s e l y  d e c i d e d  t o  move t h e i r  m o t h e r h o u s e  t o  t h e  Los An­

g e l e s / S a n  Diego D i o c e s e .  A s u i t a b l e  l o c a t i o n  was found 

by Mons i gno r  Henry Eummel in i n  Or ange ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  

s p o t  where  t h e  communi ty i s  s t i l l  l o c a t e d .  The s p e c i a l  

a ims  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Orange  were  t o  edu­

c a t e  C h r i s t i a n  y o u t h  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e
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17s i c k  i n  h o s p i t a l s .

Upon a c c e p t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  i n  San
1 QDi e g o ,  a "Memorandum of  Agreement  f o r  P a r i s h  S c h o o l s "

had t o  be s i g n e d .  T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  l i s t e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s

u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  S i s t e r s  w o u l d  w o r k .  S a l a r i e s  w e r e

n o t e d ;  how t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  s c h o o l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  were  t o

be  d i v i d e d  w e r e  o u t l i n e d ;  and  when s c h o o l  was t o  o p e n

e v e r y  y e a r  was  s t a t e d .  I t  a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  S i s t e r s

w e r e  n o t  t o  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  c l e a n  c l a s s r o o m s  o r  a n y  o t h e r

s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s .

As e d u c a t i o n  was  a s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s

o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Orange ,  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  " S i s t e r - T e a c h e r s "

w e r e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n s . ^  T h e y  w e r e ,  o f

c o u r s e ,  r e q u i r e d  t o  c a r e f u l l y  f o l l o w  t h e  c o u r s e  o f

s t u d i e s ,  me thods  and t e x t s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n .

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  s i n g i n g  c l a s s e s  w e r e  a l w a y s  r e q u i r e d .

A r t i c l e  218 s t a t e d :

I t  s h a l l  be t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  t o  t r a i n  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  i n  e c c l e s i a s t i ­
c a l  s i n g i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  may be o f  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e  p a s t o r s . . . .

The  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s  w e r e  a l s o  

o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n s . The I n s p e c t o r  was  t o  

v i s i t  e a c h  s c h o o l  once  a y e a r ,  and e v a l u a t e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

a b l i t y  and e f f i c i e n c y  o f  eac h  t e a c h e r .  She was a l s o  t o  

a s c e r t a i n  i f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  me thods  a d o p t e d  by t h e  Congr e ­

g a t i o n  were  i n  e f f e c t  i n  a l l  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n .
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The S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

were  w e l l  o r g a n i z e d  and  f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  e d u c a t e  C a t h o ­

l i c  y o u t h ,  h a v i n g  a s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n  t o  g u i d e  t h e m .  

F i v e  S i s t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  

t o  o p e n  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  1 9 2 7 :  S i s t e r  C e c e l i a ,  S u p e r i o r ;

S i s t e r  A q u i n a s ,  A s s i s t a n t ;  a n d  S i s t e r s  M. C l a i r e ,  Lucy 

and P a t r i c k . ^  E n r o l l m e n t  on Se p t e mb e r  8 , 1927,  was 160 

p u p i l s ,  a n d  f o u r  c l a s s r o o m s  w e r e  o p e n e d .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  

B i s hop  C a n t w e l l  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  new s c h o o l  and - conven t  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  t h e  mayor o f  San Diego  and o t h e r  p u b l i c  

o f f i c i a l s . ^  By J u n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  t h e  e n r o l ­

l m e n t  had i n c r e a s e d  by t h i r t y  p u p i l s ,  and t h e  f u l l  e i g h t  

g r a d e s  had were  b e i n g  t a u g h t  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e y  were  s h a r i n g
OO

c l a s s r o o m s ) .

On R e g i s t r a t i o n  Day o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  

S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 2 8 ,  287 c h i l d r e n  w e r e  e n r o l l e d . ^  Two 

new S i s t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  

S c h o o l ,  a n d  s i x  c l a s s r o o m s  w e r e  o p e n e d  t h a t  f a l l .  The 

" C l a s s  o f  1929"  l e f t  a l e g a c y  e n t i t l e d  My Memory B o o k , 

w h i c h  i s  now s t o r e d  i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

S t .  J o s e p h  of  Orange .  I n  i t ,  c l a s s m a t e s  r e c a l l e d  t h e i r  

f a v o r i t e  s t u d i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P o e t r y ,  L a t i n  R o o t s ,  Ma t he ­

m a t i c s ,  O r a t o r y ,  D r a m a t i c s ,  Mu s i c ,  C h r i s t i a n  D o c t r i n e ,
O C

E n g l i s h ,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e ,  A r t  and H i s t o r y . ^ - '  Ac c o r d i n g  

t o  M_y_ Memory Book, a b a s k e t b a l l  t eam was a l s o  o r g a n i z e d  

e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r  by t h e  g i r l s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t h  and e i g h t  

g r a d e s .  A game was p l a y e d  w i t h  S t .  J ohn  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t
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i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  w i t h  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  g r o u p  o f  r o o t e r s

w a t c h i n g .  The f i r s t  g r a d u a t i o n  a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e

S a c r e d  H e a r t ,  which  was t h e  " C l a s s  o f  1929 , "  was h e l d  on 

J u n e  16,  1929,  w i t h  s e v e n  boys  and f i v e  g i r l s  making  up 

t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  o f  g r a d u a t e s .  °

The  s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow i n  s i z e ,  a n d  f o r  t h e

1 9 2 9 - 1 9 3 0  s c h o o l  t e r m ,  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p u p i l s  w e r e  e n ­

r o l l e d . ^  S c o r e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  r e f u s e d  a d m i t t a n c e  

f o r  l a c k  o f  s p a c e .  I n  1 9 3 0 ,  w h e n  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  

e n r o l l m e n t  h i t  two h u n d r e d  and  n i n e t y ,  F a t h e r  J o s e p h  

Lynn was  r e p l a c e d  by F a t h e r  H e n r y  E u mm e l e n .  F a t h e r  

Eummel en  r e m a i n e d  o n l y  a c o u p l e  o f  m o n t h s ,  when h e  was
OO

r e p l a c e d  by t h e  b e l o v e d  F a t h e r  Owen Hannon,  who was t o  

r e s i d e  a t  Our Lady o f  t h e  S a c r ed  H e a r t  f o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  

d e c a d e s .

A f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  t r y i n g  t o  s o r t  o u t  t h e  me n a ­

g e r i e  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  d e b t s  and u n p a i d  l o a n s  t h a t  g r e e t e d  

h i m ,  F a t h e r  Hannon  v o i c e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  

t h e  B i s h o p .  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  a n s w e r e d ,  t h o u g h ,  "The 

s c h o o l s  a r e  a b u r d e n  t o  t h e  p a r i s h ,  a s  a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  

o u g h t  t o  b e . i t  was  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n ,  

when f a m i l i e s  s c a r c e l y  had enough money t o  s u r v i v e ,  l e t  

a l o n e  pay  f o r  a C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  w a s ,  a t  t h a t  

t i m e ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  C a t h o l i c s .  At  Our  

Lady o f  t h e  S ac r ed  H e a r t  S c h o o l ,  20% of  t h e  s t u d e n t s  d i d

n o t  p a y  t u i t i o n ,  a n d  a l a r g e  numbe r  w e r e  g i v e n  g r e a t l y  

3 0r e d u c e d  r a t e s .
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For  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  19 3 1 - 19 3 2 ,  t h e  f i f t h  and s i x t h  

g r a d e s  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d ,  a n d  a k i n d e r g a r t e n  was  o p e n e d ,  

i n c r e a s i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c l a s s r o o m s  

f r o m  s i x  t o  e i g h t . T h a t  y e a r ,  t h e r e  was  a n  e n r o l l ­

ment  o f  329 p u p i l s .  The s e v e n t h  and e i g h t h  g r a d e s  were  

s t i l l  c o m b i n e d  i n  t h e  same c l a s s r o o m ,  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  be

d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e p a r a t e  rooms u n t i l  1934.  I n  1934,  a l s o ,
3 2a much-needed  a u d i t o r i u m  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  T h e r e  were

n i n e  f a c u l t y  me mb er s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a l l  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .

J o s e p h  o f  Orange .

The  s c h o o l  y e a r  1 9 3 6 - 3 7  was  a s p e c i a l  o n e  a t  Our

Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l .  Not  o n l y  was  t h e

S i l v e r  J u b i l e e  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  c e l e b r a t e d ,

b u t  t h e  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s e  was  f o r m e d .  B i s h o p  Buddy

honor ed  t h e  s c h o o l ,  whose e n r o l l m e n t  e x c e e d e d  400 t h a t

y e a r ,  w i t h  a v i s i t  on M a r c h  2 4 ,  1 9 3 7 ,  a n d  g r a n t e d  t h e

s t u d e n t s  a h o l i d a y .  The new B i s h o p  a l s o  p r e s i d e d  a t

comme n c e me n t  c e r e m o n i e s  i n  J u n e ,  g r a n t i n g  d i p l o m a s  t o
3  3t w e n t y - f i v e  b o y s  an d  n i n e t e e n  g i r l s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Orange  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  f i n a l

d e c r e e  o f  p o n t i f i c a l  a p p r o b a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e

S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  w r o t e  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy r e q u e s t i n g  a

l e t t e r  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n , ^ ^  and t h e  B i s h o p  r e p l i e d :

The  C o m m u n i t i e s  o f  y o u r  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
O r a n g e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  D i o c e s e  o f  S a n  D i e g o ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  a r e  a l l  g i v i n g  c o m p l e t e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  
t h e i r  L e a c h i n g  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  p a r o c h i a l  
s c h o o l s . 5

In  f a c t ,  t h e  Bi shop  was so p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  work
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t h a t  h e  s o o n  a s k e d  t h e m  t o  s t a f f  a s c h o o l  i n  Loma P o r t a l  

an d  o n e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  an e a r t h q u a k e  i n  

B r a w l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a . ^  He s t a t e d ,  " T h e r e  i s  so  much 

b i g o t r y  a n d  p a g a n  m e n t a l i t y  t o  c o p e  w i t h  i n  t h i s  c i t y
o 7

t h a t  o u r  on e  h o p e  i s  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p a r o c h i a l  S c h o o l . "  

These  r e q u e s t s  were  t u r n e d  down by t h e  S i s t e r s .

A n i n t h  g r a d e  b u i l d i n g  was  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 3 8 ,  an d  

t h e  n u mb e r  o f  S i s t e r s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t  f o r  t h a t  

s c h o o l  t e r m  was  t w e l v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  on e  p o s t u l a n t .  The 

e n r o l l m e n t  t o t a l e d  440  t h a t  y e a r ,  i n c l u d i n g  n i n t h  

g r a d e r s .  Of i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  management  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

t h a t  y e a r  was  a l e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy r e g a r d i n g  new
O Q

s c h o o l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  A f u l l - t i m e  l a y  t e a c h e r  was a l s o  

h i r e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  M i s s  D a l t o n ,  who was  t o  i n ­

s t r u c t  t h e  t h i r d  g r a d e .  She  was  o n l y  on t e m p o r a r y  

a s s i g n m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h i l e  t wo  n o v i c e s  t r a v e l e d  t o  

O r a n g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  make t h e i r  t e m p o r a r y  v o w s .  The 

p a r i s h  o f  B l e s s e d  S ac r am e n t  a l s o  opened t h a t  y e a r ,  which  

m e a n t  t h a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  P a r i s h  l o s t  many 

p a r i s h i o n e r s .  The s c h o o l  d i d  n o t  s u f f e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  

B l e s s e d  Sac r a me n t  d i d  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  open a s c h o o l .

I n  1 9 3 9 ,  Our  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  

r e c o r d e d  422 s t u d e n t s ,  an d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  t h e r e  

were  e v e n  more,  432.  T h e r e  was a l w a y s  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n ­

i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  k e e p  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

o c c u p i e d  and happy.  B e s i d e s  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  t o  a t t e n d  t o ,  

t h e r e  was t h e  Annua l  B a z a a r ,  wh i ch  l a s t e d  f o r  t h r e e  days  

i n  O c t o b e r ;  C h r i s t m a s  p l a y s  a n d  c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h
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t h e  b o y s '  o r  g i r l s '  c h o i r s  s a n g  i n  D e c e m b e r ;  v a r i o u s  

f e a s t  d a y s  and a n n i v e r s a r i e s  t o  c e l e b r a t e ;  E a s t e r  P a s ­

s i o n  p l a y s  and more s i n g i n g ;  a n n u a l  mus i c  r e c i t a l s ;  May 

C r o w n i n g s  an d  May F i e s t a s ;  F i r s t  H o l y  Communion and  

C o n f i r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ;  s c h o o l  p i c n i c s  a t  v a r i o u s  

p l a c e s  s u c h  a s  E l  Mon t e  P a r k ,  P e p p e r  G r o v e  an d  P i n e  

V a l l e y ;  and commencement  c e r e m o n i e s  i n  J u n e ,  T h e r e  were  

a l s o  many s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  c o m p e t i t i o n s  i n  

e s s a y  w r i t i n g ,  "Book Weeks;"  f und  d r i v e s ;  r e t r e a t s  and ,  

of  c o u r s e ,  many,  many M a s se s  t o  a t t e n d .  The s c h o o l  y e a r  

q u i c k l y  sped  by.

I n  1 9 4 1 ,  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  s u r p a s s e d  t h e  450  m a r k .  

T w e l v e  S i s t e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  A u g u s t  f r o m  t h e i r  a n n u a l  

r e t r e a t  a t  t h e i r  M o t h e r h o u s e  i n  Orange ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  

manage t h e  s c h o o l .  S i s t e r  F r a n c e s  de S a l e s  was S u p e r i o r  

and  S i s t e r  O l i v e r  was  t h e  A s s i s t a n t .  F a t h e r  Owen 

H a n n o n ,  t h e  v e r y  c a p a b l e  p a s t o r ,  was  e x t r e m e l y  b u s y  a s  

he had been  a p p o i n t e d  Dean of  San Diego Coun t y ,  D i o c e s a n  

C o n s u l t o r  and M o d e r a t o r  of  C o n f e r e n c e s  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e .  

Bi s hop  Buddy,  o b v i o u s l y ,  was e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  him.

N e a r l y  500 s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  f o r  s c h o o l  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  

and  many w e r e  t u r n e d  away f o r  l a c k  o f  r oom.  The  f o l l o w ­

i n g  y e a r ,  a r e c o r d  numbe r  o f  s t u d e n t s  was  a g a i n  r e g i s ­

t e r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i r t y  t r a n s f e r s  f rom t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

s y s t e m .  As t h e  Chr  o n i c 1 e ( 1 9 4 3 - 1 9 4 4 )  s t a t e d ,  "The  

s c h o o l  y e a r  opened  a t  Our Lady of  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  w i t h  

t h e  c u r r e n t  war t i me  i n f l u x . " ^  S t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s  t h a t
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were g i v e n  t h a t  y e a r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Los A n g e l e s  A c h i e v e ­

m e n t  ( G r a d e s  1 - 8 ) ;  P i n t n e r - C u n n i n g h a m  A ( K i n d e r g a r t e n  

an d  G r a d e s  1 - 3 ) ;  P i n t n e r  I n t e r m e d i a t e  A ( G r a d e s  4 - 6 ) ;  

Te r ma n - M c N e ma r  A ( G r a d e s  7 - 9 )  a n d  C.U. M e s s e n g e r  T e s t s  

( G r a d e s  3 - 8 ) .  One o f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  made t h a t  

y e a r ,  p e r h a p s  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  A m e r i c a n  

p a t r i o t i s m ,  t h a t  more  p a t r i o t i c  s o n g s  a n d  o l d e r  f o l k  

s ongs  be added  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  s o n gs  i n  mus i c  c l a s s e s .

A S c h o o l  Band  a n d  J u n i o r  O r c h e s t r a  was  s t a r t e d  i n  

1946 by Mr. Max D o l b y ,  wh i c h  e nha nc e d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a r t s  

p rogram of  t h e  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m .  S p i r i t u a l  y o u t h  o r g ­

a n i z a t i o n s  were  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  among t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and 

b e c a me  v e r y  p o p u l a r  a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t .  

The A l t a r  Boys’ S o c i e t y ,  t h e  B l e s s e d  V i r g i n  Mary S o d a l i ­

t y ,  t h e  L e g i on  of  Mary,  t h e  T a r c i s i a n s  and t h e  Ben j ami ns  

p r o m o t e d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a nd  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  

c h i l d r e n .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  

Orange  began  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o p e n i n g  a 

g i r l s  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  

P a r i s h .  B i s hop  Buddy was ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h r i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  

i d e a .  I n  1 9 4 7 ,  p r o p e r t y  was  p u r c h a s e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d ­

j a c e n t  t o  t h e  g r a mma r  s c h o o l  an d  t h e  g r o u n d s  w e r e  

c l e a r e d .  T h e n ,  M o t h e r  L o u i s  b e g a n  t o  h a v e  s e c o n d  

t h o u g h t s  a n d  w r o t e  t o  t h e  B i s h o p  f o r  a d v i c e . ^ ®  The 

Bi s h o p  r e p l i e d :

The  f a c t  i s  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  a g e  
h a v e  b e e n  w o e f u l l y  n e g l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  
f a c i l i t i e s .  A f ew y e a r s  a g o  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  Hi g h

W K k : ' - "

R e p ro d u c e d  with perm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



3 3 7

S c h o o l  a l o n e  t u r n e d  away f i v e  h un d r e d  a p p l i c a n t s . .  
. . Y o u r  S i s t e r s  i n  E a s t  San  D i e g o  s h o u l d  h a v e  no 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  e n r o l l i n g  f rom two hun d r e d  t o  t h r e e  
h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s  i n  y o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l .

A c o n t r a c t  was s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  Mr. F r an k  

L.  Ho p e ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  new h i g h  s c h o o l  was  

b e g u n  t h a t  f a l l . ^  A n i n t h  g r a d e  h a d  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  

s i n c e  1 9 3 8 ,  b u t  i n  1948  t h e  n i n t h  g r a d e  beca me  p a r t  o f  

t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  o p e n e d  two c l a s s e s  t h a t  y e a r .  

R o s a r y  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  a s  i t  was  c a l l e d ,  c o n t a i n e d  two 

c l a s s e s  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  n i n t h  a n d  t e n t h  g r a d e s .  As 

B i s h o p  Buddy had p r e d i c t e d ,  t h e  s c h o o l  became v e r y  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  .

B o t h  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  g r amm a r  s c h o o l  m a i n ­

t a i n e d  a p r o s p e r o u s  e x i s t e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s .  

The p a s t o r ,  F a t h e r  Owen Hannon,  became Mon s i gn o r  Hannon,  

a w e l l - d e s e r v e d  h o n o r .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  

d e c a d e ,  Ros a r y  High S c h o o l  e n r o l l e d  372 s t u d e n t s  and t h e
I  Q

g r a mma r  s c h o o l  r e g i s t e r e d  4 1 4 .  At  t h a t  t i m e ,  S i s t e r  

M. I s a b e l l e  was S u p e r i o r ,  S i s t e r  M. L i l l i a n  was P r i n c i ­

p a l  o f  R o s a r y  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  S i s t e r  M. D e n n i s  was  

P r i n c i p a l  o f  Our  Lady o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h i r t e e n  o t h e r  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o ­

s e p h  o f  O r a n g e  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t .  A f ew o f  t h e  

S i s t e r s  w e r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  a t t e n d  S a t u r d a y  c l a s s e s  on a 

y e a r l y  r o t a t i n g  b a s e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  San Diego  i n  

o r d e r  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .

A m o m e n t o u s  o c c a s i o n  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  i n  

1 9 6 0 .  On O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  M o t h e r  T e r e s a  and  a c o m p a n i o n
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a r r i v e d  f r o m  I n d i a  t o  s t a y  a f ew d a y s  a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  

S a c r e d  H e a r t .  H e r  wor k  was  n o t  a s  w i d e l y  known t o  t h e  

g e n e r a l  p o p u l a c e  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  ago a s  i t  i s  now, b u t  

e v e n  t h e n  she  was w e l l - k n o w n  and h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  among 

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Orange .

E n r o l l m e n t s  i n  b o t h  s c h o o l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e m a i n  

h i g h  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

1 9 7 0 ' s ,  a s  was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  many C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d i o c e s e ,  Ros a r y  High S c h o o l  met  w i t h  h a r d  

t i m e s  and  was f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e  on Ju n e  2,  1977.  Our Lady 

o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l ,  t h o u g h ,  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h r i v e  

u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a l a y  p r i n c i p a l ,  Mr.  D a n i e l  G. 

O ' N e a l .
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CHAPTER X

Not es

^•"Our Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t ,  E a s t  San  D i e g o , "  
Los A n g e l e s  T i d i n g s . Se p t e mb e r  16,  1921,  p.  19.

^Bank  N o t e  f o r  $ 1 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  f r o m  t h e  H i b e r n i a n  B a n k ,  
s i g n e d  by R e v .  P .F .  M c L a u g h l i n ,  D e c e m b e r  12 ,  1916 .  San  
Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

• ^Le t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  M i t c h e l l  t o  Mons i gno r  Cawley ,  
A p r i l  7 ,  1920 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r om  f i v e  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  
S a c r e d  H e a r t  P a r i s h ,  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  De c e mb e r  18 ,  
1920.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  C l a n c y  t o  Mons i gno r  Cawl ey ,  May 
31 ,  1921.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  M o n s i n g o r  C a w l e y  t o  F a t h e r  C l a n c y ,  
J u n e  1,  1921 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  S u l l i v a n  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
Augus t  23 ,  1923.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  O ' N e i l l ,  
Augus t  29,  1925.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

9 I b i d .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r om  F a t h e r  O ' N e i l l  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
S e p te mb er  14,  1925.

^ L e t t e r  f rom a p a r i s h i o n e r ,  Our Lady of  t h e  S a c r e d  
H e a r t  P a r i s h ,  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  A p r i l  9 ,  19 2 6 .  San 
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mons i gno r  D o l a n  t o  F a t h e r  Lynne,  J u n e  
8 , 1927.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ C o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s  
and San Diego i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1930-31 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  O r an ge .  Or a nge ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ C o m m u n i c a t i o n  f r o m  S i s t e r  Mary T h e r e s e  S w e e n e y ,

339
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A r c h i v i s t ,  S i s t e r  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e ,  t o  t h e  
a u t h o r ,  J a n u a r y  17,  1986.

^ N a z a r e t h  Academy, Conduc t ed  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h ,  E u r e k a ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  P r o m o t i o n a l  B o o k l e t .  Ar­
c h i v e s  o f  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Orange .

^ S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  S i s t e r s  wou l d  open t h e  s c h o o l  a t  
Our  La dy  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  i n  E a s t  San  D i e g o ,  F a t h e r  
Eummel in was t r a n f e r r e d  t h e r e  t o  assume t h e  p a s t o r s h i p .

^ C o n s t i t u t i o n s . . .  1 9 3 0 - 31 .

^ " M e m o r a n d u m  o f  A g r e e m e n t  f o r  P a r i s h  S c h o o l s . "  
Used  by s c h o o l s  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
o f  O r a n g e .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e ,  
Orange ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ C o n s t i t u t i o n s . .  . 1 9 3 0 - 3 1 .

20I b i d .

^  ̂C h r o n i c  1 e f o r  Our  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t
M i s s i o n ,  1 9 2 7 - 2 8 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f
Or a nge .  Or a nge ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

22I b i d .

23I b i d .

2 ^ C h r o n i c 1 e f o r  Ou r  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t
M i s s i o n ,  1 9 2 8 - 2 9 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
Or a nge .  Or a nge ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

23My Memory Book, C l a s s  o f  1929.  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  
o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  O r an g e .  Or a nge ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

26I b i d .

^ ^ C h r o n i c  1 e f o r  Ou r  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t
M i s s i o n ,  1929-1930 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  of  
Or a nge .  O r an g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

23T h i s  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be t h e  same F a t h e r  Hannon t h a t  
was  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  N a z a r e t h  H o u se  i n  1 9 2 7 ,  who was  
a l s o  g r e a t l y  l o v e d  t h e r e  by S i s t e r s  and s t u d e n t s  a l i k e .

2 ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  H a n n on ,  
J a n u a r y  27 ,  1933.  San Diego D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

3<3L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  M. I s a b e l l e  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  
o f  S c h o o l s ,  D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s  an d  San  D i e g o ,  
J a n u a r y  13,  1936.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

31 C h r o n i c  1 e f o r  Ou r  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t
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M i s s i o n ,  1 9 3 1 - 3 2 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
O r a n g e .  O r an g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ C h r o n i c l e  f o r  Our  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  
M i s s i o n ,  1 9 3 4 - 3 5 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
O r an g e .  O r an g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ C h r o n i c  1 e f o r  Our  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  
M i s s i o n ,  1 9 3 6 - 3 7 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
Or an ge .  O r an g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  M o t h e r  M. F r a n c e s  t o  B i s h o p  Bu d d y ,  
J u l y  21,  1937.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  M o t h e r  M. F r a n c e s ,  
J u l y  23,  1937.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r s  f rom Bi s hop  Buddy t o  Mother  L o u i s ,  J a n u a r y  
1 6 ,  1 9 4 1  a n d  J u n e  1 3 ,  1 9 4 7 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n
A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s hop  Buddy t o  Mother  L o u i s ,  J u n e  13,  
1947.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ C h r o n i c l e  f o r  Our  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  
M i s s i o n ,  1 9 3 8 - 3 9 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
O r a n g e .  O r an g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ C h r o n i c  1 e f o r  Ou r  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  
M i s s i o n ,  1 9 4 3 - 4 4 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
O r an g e .  O r an g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mother  L o u i s  t o  Bi shop  Buddy,  J u l y  19,  
1947.  San Diego D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ R e p l y  l e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  M o t h e r  L o u i s ,  
J u l y  24,  1947.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s ,

^ L e t t e r  f rom Mother  L o u i s  t o  Bi shop  Buddy,  J u l y  26,  
1947.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

4 3 C h r o n i c l e f o r  Our  L a d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  
M i s s i o n ,  1 9 5 7 - 5 8 .  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
O r a n g e .  Or a nge ,  C a l i f o r n i a .
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CHAPTER X I

Our Lady o f  M t . Carmel  S c h o o l

The l a s t  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  t o  o p e n  i n  San  D i e g o  

C o u n t y  p r i o r  t o  1936  was  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  Our  La dy  o f  

Mt .  C a r m e l ,  i n  t h e  t i n y  M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

San Y s i d r o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  From t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  s c h o o l  

was m i r a c u l o u s l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  d r a w i n g  f rom s t u d e n t s  n o t  

o n l y  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s / M e x i c o  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o r d e r ,  b u t  f rom t h e  Mex i ca n  s i d e  a s  w e l l .  

As w i l l  be  s e e n ,  t h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e  o f  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  

C a r m e l  S c h o o l  c a n  be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h r e e  f a c t o r s :  

s t r o n g  p a s t o r a l  l e a d e r s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n ;  

two c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  h a r d w o r k i n g  and c a r i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  

S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  an d  t h e  

O r d e r  o f  S t .  B e n e d i c t ;  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  a s u r r o u n d i n g  

c o m m u n i t y  o f  d e v o t e d  a n d  l o y a l  M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n  

C a t h o l i c s ,  who, a l t h o u g h  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r ,  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  t o  s how a n  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  

t h e i r  humbl e  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l .

L o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a c t u a l l y  t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  

s t e p  t o  i n i t i a t e  a C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

San  Y s i d r o .  On M a r c h  8 ,  1 9 2 6 ,  a p e t i t i o n - * -  was  s i g n e d  

a n d  s e n t  t o  B i s h o p  J o h n  J .  C a n t w e l l  s t a t i n g  t h e  u r g e n t  

need  o f  a p e r m a n e n t  p r i e s t  and a c h a p e l  i n  t h e  a r e a .  An
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a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  t h e  B i s h o p  t h a t  a l o t  had 

b e e n  d o n a t e d  by a l o c a l  g e n t l e m a n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  

t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  h a d  F a t h e r  S e v e r o  

A l l o e r o  o f  T i j u a n a  i n  mi nd  t o  be  t h e i r  p a s t o r ,  who c a r e d  

f o r  t h e i r  n e e d s  on a p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s .

As f a t e  w o u l d  h a v e  i t ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  b e i n g  a
n

f o r e i g n  p r i e s t .  F a t h e r  S e v e r o  A l l o e r o  was e x p e l l e d  f rom 

M e x i c o  a s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r ,  a n d  t o o k  up p e r m a n e n t  r e s i ­

dence  i n  San Y s i d r o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  By J u l y  of  t h a t  y e a r ,

1926,  he had o b t a i n e d  t h e  t i t l e  and deed  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

d o n a t e d  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  by Mr.  B e y e r ,  a n d  was  

i n f o r m e d  by a p l e a s e d  B i shop  C a n t w e l l  t h a t  p l a n s  f o r  a
O

modes t  c h a p e l  wou ld  i m m e d i a t e l y  be drawn up.

Work on t h e  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  was  b e g u n  e a r l y  i n

1 9 2 7 ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  i n  May o f  t h e  same y e a r . ^  Upon 

c o m p l e t i o n ,  t h e  f a r - s i g h t e d  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  f i r s t  

b r o a c h e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  a v a c a n t  l o t  n e x t  

d o o r ,  w h i c h  he  f e l t  c o u l d  be u s e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  a 

p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  B i s h o p  d e c i d e d  i t  was  

n o t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e  t o  p u r c h a s e  p r o p e r t y . ^

T h e r e  was no f u r t h e r  t a l k  o f  a p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  i n

San Y s i d r o  u n t i l  t h e  summer o f  1 9 3 0 ,  when t h e  B i s h o p

t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of  h i s  D i o c e s e  t o

l o o k  o v e r  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  A f t e r  h i s  v i s i t ,  F a t h e r

A l l o e r o  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a s c h o o l ,  s t a t i n g :

A p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  i s  a g r e a t  n e c e s s i t y  i n  t h i s  
b o r d e r  t own  a s  t h e r e  a r e  a l a r g e  numbe r  o f  c h i l d ­
r e n .  I t  would  a l s o  be d o i n g  T i j u a n a  a g r e a t  f a v o r .  
I  am s u r e  a l a r g e  n umb e r  w o u l d  a t t e n d  on a c c o u n t  o f  
t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t  l a w s  t h a t  g e t  v e r y  l i t t l e  o r  no
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r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  a l l . ^

B u t  a s c h o o l  w as  s t i l l  n o t  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  

p i c t u r e .  F u t h u r m o r e ,  b e i n g  so  f a r - r e m o v e d  f r o m  a 

communi ty o f  S i s t e r s ,  C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  a r e a  were  

f o r c e d  t o  go w i t h o u t  o r g a n i z e d  c a t e c h e t i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

A l t h o u g h  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  p r o v i d e d  some t e a c h i n g ,  he was 

t r u l y  r e l i e v e d  when a g r o u p  o f  M e x i c a n  S i s t e r s  i n  San  

D i e g o ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,  

e x p r e s s e d  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t e a c h  C a t e c h i s m  i n  San Y s i d r o  

i f  t h e y  were  p r o v i d e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  The B i s h o p ,  how­

e v e r ,  d e c l i n e d  t h e  o f f e r . ^

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  T i j u a n a ,  F a t h e r  N u n e z ,  

a l s o  d i d  h i s  b e s t  t o  p l e a d  t h e  c a s e  o f  a p a r o c h i a l

s c h o o l  i n  San Y s i d r o .  B i s ho p  C a n t w e l l  d e c l a r e d  he was
Q

" t o u c h e d  t o  l e a r n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  T i j u a n a , "  

b u t  d e c i d e d  t h e  t i m e  was  s t i l l  n o t  r i g h t  t o  o p e n  a 

s c h o o l  i n  San Y s i d r o .  He d i d ,  ho we v e r ,  g r a n t  p e r m i s s i o n

f o r  a l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  t o  d o n a t e  a h a l l  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  i n

o r d e r  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r  f o r  o r g a n i z e d  

c a t e c h i s m  i n s t r u c t i o n .

I n  t h e  wake o f  s t r i c t  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  l a w s  imposed  by 

t h e  Mex i ca n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  F a t h e r  Nunez,  p a s t o r  o f  T i j u a n a ,  

was s u s p e n d e d  f rom Lower C a l i f o r n i a  i n  J a n u a r y ,  19 3 2 . ^  

F a t h e r  N u n e z ,  a s  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  h ad  d o n e  b e f o r e  h i m ,  

t o o k  up p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  i n  San  Y s i d r o .  The  move  

c r e a t e d  q u i t e  a s t r a i n  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t wee n  h im­

s e l f  and F a t h e r  A l l o e r o .  As F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  

San  Y s i d r o  h ad  a b o u t  125  p o o r  M e x i c a n  f a m i l i e s ,  w h i l e
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T i j u a n a  h a d  a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  whom 

w e r e  C a t h o l i c .  S i n c e  many C a t h o l i c s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  

b o r d e r  a t t e n d e d  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  C h u r c h ,  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  how t o  d i v i d e  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  b e t we e n  t h e  two 

p r i e s t s  soon  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f .

D e s p i t e  s u c h  t o u c h y  p r o b l e m s ,  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o ’s main

c o n c e r n  r e m a i n e d  t h a t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  f o r

San Y s i d r o .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 3 2 ,  he  a g a i n  s t a t e d  t o

t h e  B i s h o p ,  "The n e c e s s i t y  o f  a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e

l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h  i s  o f  t h e  more  g r e a t e r

i m p o r t a n c e ,  on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  wor k  o f  t h e

M e t h o d i s t s . ^  At  l o n g  l a s t  h i s  w i s h  was  g r a n t e d ,

a nd  he  was  i n f o r m e d  by S e c r e t a r y  McGucken t h a t  B i s h o p

C a n t w e l l  h a d  e x t e n d e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  b e g i n  a s c h o o l ,

u n de r  t h e  e x p r e s s  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  f i t t i n g  s u p p o r t  would

be p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s ,  and t h a t  a b s o l u t e l y  no d e b t
1 o

be i n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p o o r ,  Mexican p a r i s h .

F a t h e r  A l l o e r o ' s  d r e a m  was  n o t  t o  be r e a l i z e d  i n  

h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  f o r  he  d i e d  t h r e e  m o n t h s  l a t e r .  To t h e  

c o n s t e r n a t i o n  o f  many l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  R e v e r e n d  J . R .  

Nunez  was  named  p a s t o r .  I t  was  o b j e c t e d  t h a t  F a t h e r  

Nunez  f a v o r e d  t h o s e  f r o m  T i j u a n a . ^

P l a n s  t o  open  a s c h o o l  were  p u t  on h o l d  on a c c o u n t  

of  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o ' s  d e a t h ,  b u t  F a t h e r  Nunez was a b l e  t o  

open t h e  s c h o o l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  1933.  

As a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  l o c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

s c h o o l ,  F a t h e r  Nunez  was  a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  B i s h o p
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t h a t :  1) a h o u s e  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s  h a d  b e e n  v o l u n t e e r e d  

f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ;  2 ) f u r n i t u r e  f o r  t h e  new s c h o o l  had been 

d o n a t e d  by t h e  d i o c e s a n  S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  o f  S c h o o l s ;  and,  

3) a group  o f  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  p r om i s e d  a m o n t h l y  d o n a t i o n  

of  $60.00 f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  e x p e n s e s .

The  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  i n  San  L u i s  Rey 

w e r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  ope n  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  Sa n  Y s i d r o .  As 

i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  t o  a s s u m e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a n o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  was  

a s k e d ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  H e a r t  o f  Mar y .  

T h i s  g r o u p  a l s o  d e c l i n e d  t h e  o f f e r .  F i n a l l y ,  a t h i r d  

and  more  a p p r o p r i a t e  g r o u p  was  c o n t a c t e d ,  a n d  Our  Lady 

o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l  was  o p e n e d  i n  1933  by a g r o u p  o f  

S i s t e r s  o r i g i n a l l y  f rom G u a d a l a j a r a ,  Mex i co ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  

S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t .

The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  

Sa c r am e n t  i n  San Diego County a c t u a l l y  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  

M e x i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s ,  a n  e v e n t  w h i c h  h a d  a 

m a j o r  i m p a c t  on t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s / S a n  D i e g o .  

B e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  M e x i c a n  c l e r g y m e n  and 

women b e g a n  p o u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  s e e k i n g  

r e f u g e  f r o m  f e a r  a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d .  

A l t h o u g h  u n p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  d e s t i t u t e  

r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n n e l  i n t o  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B i s h o p  

C a n t w e l l  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  o b l i g a t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a t  l e a s t  

t h e  b a r e  n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  b r o t h e r s  and  

s i s t e r s .

T h e  i m m e n s e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i n  i m p o s e d  by  t h e
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r e f u g e e s  was n o t  met  by t h e  C a t h o l i c  D i o c e s e  a l o n e ;  t h e

K n i g h t s  o f  Columbus  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e t  up a Me x i c a n  R e l i e f

Fund  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f

Me x i c a n  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s . ^  M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n s  i n

t h e  D i o c e s e  w e r e  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  o f  s u p p o r t ,  d o n a t i n g

f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  f u r n i t u r e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e

C a t h o l i c  D i o c e s e  o f  Los A n g e l e s / S a n  Diego was f o r c e d  t o

c o n t r i b u t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $200 , 000 . 00  f rom 1926- 1928  f o r

280 Me x i ca n  p r i e s t s  and 160 S i s t e r s . ^

The f i r s t  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  was t o  f i n d

homes f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  were  p l a n n i n g  t o

r e m a i n  p e r m a n e n t l y  i n  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  N a t u r a l l y ,

B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  M e x i c a n

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  D i o c e s e

w h i c h  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g .  T h e n ,  a s  a 1926

l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  V i c a r - G e n e r a l  i n d i c a t e d ,  he  c l e a r l y

e x p r e s s e d  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  s u p p o r t :

The R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  B i s ho p  h a s  a l r e a d y  c o n t r i b u t e d  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  sum t o  h e l p  e n a b l e  them p r o c u r e  accomo­
d a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  San  D i e g o ,  a n d  i t  i s  h i s  
d e s i r e  t h a t  ou r  C a t h o l i c  p e o p l e  t a k e  t h e s e  d e v o t e d  
S i s t e r s  t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a n d  a s s i s t  t h e m  i n  e v e r y  
way p o s s i b l e .

F o r  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  c h o o s i n g  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  Los  

A n g e l e s / S a n  Diego  D i o c e s e ,  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ' s  g e n e r o s i t y  

w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e  c o n d i t i o n a l ;  t h e  B i s h o p  e x p e c t e d  

s o m e t h i n g  i n  r e t u r n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  he d e s i r e d  t h a t  t h e  

g r o u p s  do c a t e c h e t i c a l  work among t h e  M e x i c a n - A m er i c a n  

c i t i z e n s .  By c h a r g i n g  f e e s  a t  v a r i o u s  c e n t e r s  f o r  

c a t e c h i s m  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o u l d  w o r k  t o w a r d s

■ " \  
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s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  One g r o u p ,  who a r r i v e d  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  P e r p e t u a l  A d o r a t i o n ,  r e ma i n e d  o n l y  two y e a r s  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  m e e t  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  

p u p i l s  i n  b o t h  m u s i c  a n d  p a i n t i n g  b ec a me  a s o u r c e  o f  

r e v e n u e ,  an d  a l l  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  

H o s p i t a l  were  f r e e , ^  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  P e r p e t u a l  A d o r a t i o n  

were  h a r d - p r e s s e d  t o  meet  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  d a i l y  l i v i n g .  

Be i ng  a s e m i - c l o i s t e r e d  communi ty by r u l e ,  t h e s e  S i s t e r s  

s i m p l y  c o u l d  n o t  a d j u s t  t o  work  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n v e n t  

w a l l s .

Upon t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  P e r p e t u a l  

A d o r a t i o n  i n  1 9 2 8 ,  t h e  h o u s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  r e s i d e d  a t  

2 6 3 5  L o g a n  A v e n u e ,  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  O ur  L a d y  o f  

G u a d a l u p e  i n  s o u t h e a s t  S an  D i e g o ,  b e c a me  o c c u p i e d  by 

a n o t h e r  g r oup  o f  Mexican  S i s t e r s ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  

of  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t . ^  T h i s  communi ty had t r a v e l e d  

t o  San  D i e g o  f r o m  t h e i r  m o t h e r h o u s e  i n  G u a d a l a j a r a ,
p i

J a l i s c o ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  A r c h b i s h o p  Orozco J i m e n e z . *  

The A r c h b i s h o p  o f  G u a d a l a j a r a ,  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r e s e r v i n g  

t h e  f a i t h  i n  Mex i co ,  f e l t  t h a t  i t  would  be w i s e  t o  send  

a g roup  o f  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S ac r a m e n t  t o  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  c a s e  C a t h o l i c  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n  Mexico 

became e v e n  more r am p a n t .

The g r o u p  o f  s i x  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  

S a c r a m e n t  f a r e d  w e l l  i n  t h e  D i oc e s e  o f  Los A n g e l e s / S a n  

D i e g o .  T h e i r s  was  n o t  a c l o i s t e r e d  c o m m u n i t y ;  i n  f a c t  

t h e y  were  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  t o  be t e a c h e r s .  A s econd

K:-
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g r o u p  o f  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t

s e t t l e d  i n  C a l e x i c o ,  a s m a l l  M e x i c a n - Am e r i c a n  communi ty

i n  I m p e r i a l  C o u n t y  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s / M e x i c o

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o r d e r .  Wi th  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ' s  b l e s s i n g ,

by 1927,  t h e s e  S i s t e r s  had e s t a b l i s h e d  a d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l

a t  Our Lady of  G u a d a l u p e  P a r i s h  i n  t h a t  communi ty.

The  g r o u p  o f  S i s t e r s  l i v i n g  i n  San  D i e g o ,  u n d e r  t h e

d i r e c t i o n  o f  M o t h e r  S u p e r i o r  S i s t e r  M a r i a  de  J e s u s

J i m e n e z ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g a n  d o i n g  c a t e c h e t i c a l  work  i n

t h e  M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y .  By N ov e mb e r  o f  192 8 ,

t h e y  announced  t h e  o p e n i n g  of  a k i n d e r g a r t e n :

The  S i s t e r s  o f  " J e s u s  i n  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t "  
o f f e r  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d v a n t a g e s :  K i n d e r ­
g a r t e n  where ,  f o r  a v e r y  m o d e r a t e  p r i c e ,  t h e y  w i l l  
c a r e  f o r  boys  o r  g i r l s ,  o f  f rom 3 - 6  y e a r s ,  t o  f a c i ­
l i t a t e  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  t h e  me a n s  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t o  
t h e i r  work  w i t h o u t  t h e  w o r r y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s 
s a f e t y .

Along  w i t h  t h i s  a nnounce men t ,  i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  c l a s s e s

f o r  o l d e r  g i r l s  i n  S p a n i s h ,  p i a n o ,  p a i n t i n g  a n d

2 3n e e d l e w o r k  were a v a i l a b l e  a t  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p r i c e s .

The  S i s t e r s  a l s o  b e g a n  t e a c h i n g  d a i l y  c a t e c h i s m

c l a s s e s  i n  two " c e n t e r s , "  o r  p r i v a t e  h o me s ,  t o  two

h u n d r e d  and  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s . ^  F o r  t h i s ,  B i s h o p  Buddy

d e c i d e d  t o  r ecompense  t hem,  s t a t i n g :

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a few d a y s  I  w i l l  a r r a n g e  t o  g i v e  
some money mo n t h  by mo n t h  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,  who a r e  d o i n g  
s u c h  g l o r i o u s  wor k  among t h e i r  own p e o p l e  i n  San 
D i e g o .  ^

W i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s ,  t h e  s i x  S i s t e r s  w e r e  a t t e n d i n g  s i x

2 6c a t e c h i s m  c e n t e r s  an d  two summer  s c h o o l s .  F o r  t h e  

t i me  p e r i o d  J a n u a r y  1,  1929 -  J u l y  15,  1929,  t h e  S i s t e r s
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r e c e i v e d  $ 5 8 5 . 0 0  f r o m  Our  Lady  o f  G u a d a l u p e  C h u r c h  f o r  

2 7t h e i r  s u p p o r t .

The  home o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  

S a c r a m e n t  a t  2 6 3 5  L o g a n  A v e n u e  i n  S o u t h e a s t  Sa n  D i e g o  

be c a me  known a s  Our  Lady  o f  G u a d a l u p e  C o n v e n t .  I n  c o n ­

j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h i n g  c a t e c h i s m ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  r e c e i v e d  a 

few b o a r d e r s  i n t o  t h e  c o n v e n t  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  i n i t i a t e  

a s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  t h e y  c a l l e d  Our  Lady  o f  G u a d a l u p e  

Academy.^® By 1 9 4 1 ,  i t  was known a s  t h e  G u a d a l u p e

P l a c e m e n t  Home, and c h i l d r e n  were b e i n g  p l a c e d  t h e r e  by
9 Qt h e  County  W e l f a r e  Home. 7

When, i n  1938,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Ho l y  F a m i l y  were 

a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  Our  Lady o f  G u a d a l u p e  t o  t a k e  

o v e r  c a t e c h i s m  c l a s s e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s ,  

t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  were  con­

f i n e d  t o  t h e  L o g an  S t r e e t  n e i g h b o r h o o d . ^ ^  T h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e i r  Mo t he r  S u p e r i o r  i n  Mexico ,  S i s t e r  C l a r a ,  d e c i d e d  

t o  r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group  back  t o  Mex i co ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  were  " . . . n o t  a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  o u r  r u l e  o f  l i f e  which 

i s  t e a c h i n g . . . " . ^ *

The o t h e r  t wo  g r o u p s  o f  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  

B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,  i n  C a l e x i c o  and San Y s i d r o ,  r e ma i n e d  

i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  a n d  w e r e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e i r  

t e a c h i n g  e n d e a v o r s .  I n  San Y s i d r o ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  B i s h o p ' s  

S e c r e t a r y ,  J o s e p h  T.  McGucken ,  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  F a t h e r  

Nunez  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  

B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  was e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  p r i e s t ' s  h a n d s :

■ B TV  ' “

■s'.  • .
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. . . F a t h e r  Nu n e z  a l o n e  w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s .  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y ,  t h e  Mo s t  
R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p ,  w i l l  t a k e  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h i s  s u p j j o r t  n o r  f o r  any  b i l l s  t h a t  m i g h t  be  c o n ­
t r a c t e d .

Under  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i v e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  Our Lady of  

Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l  o p e n e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 3 3 ,  a t  183  H a l l  

A v e n u e .  S i s t e r  Mary  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  was c h o s e n  a s  

S u p e r i o r  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t .  T h i s  r o l e  i n c l u d e d  b e i n g  

p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f o u r  o t h e r  

S i s t e r s  were  s e l e c t e d  t o  t e a c h  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1933-

1934.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  s o u r c e , ^  n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  were  f rom T i j u a n a  and ,  

q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  c l a s s e s  were  a l l  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  

S p a n i s h  l a n g u a g e .  The t e x t b o o k s ,  h o w ev e r ,  by t h a t  t i me  

were  s t a n d a r d  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s ^  and ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  were  i n  E n g l i s h .

A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  s c h o o l  was e x t r e m e l y  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 9 3 4 ,  two o f  t h e  S i s ­

t e r s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  t e a c h  summer s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  i n  

T i j u a n a . ^  W i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  g r a n t e d  f r o m  t h e  C h a n c e r y ,  

t h e  S i s t e r s  b e g a n  a l o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g  summer  

s c h o o l  i n  Mexico .

The f i r s t  g r a d u a t i o n  a t  Our Lady o f  Mt. Ca r me l  was 

h e l d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  1 9 3 4 - 1 9 3 5 .  

The B i s h o p ,  a l o n g  w i t h  many o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  c l e r g y m e n  i n  

t h e  D i o c e s e ,  was i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d ,  b u t  S i s t e r  Mary r e ­

c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  message :

A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  c u s t o m a r y  f o r  K i s  E x c e l l e n c y ,

wesr? ‘

m j
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t h e  Most  R e v e r e n d  B i s h o p ,  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  g r a d u a t i o n  
o f  p r i m a r y  o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s p l e n d i d  f o u n d a t i o n  you h a v e  
made  w i t h  so  much s a c r i f i c e  he  w o u l d  be  h a p p y  t o  go 
were  i t  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  f o r  h im.

A v e r y  b i g  c e l e b r a t i o n  w i t h  many n o t a b l e  g u e s t s  marked

t h e  f i r s t  g r a d u a t i o n .  The e v e n t  began  w i t h  Mass i n  t h e

m o r n i n g ,  wh i ch  was f o l l o w e d  by an a l l - d a y  " f i e s t a , "  and

t h i s  was  t o p p e d  o f f  by a n  a w a r d s  c e r e m o n y  a t  6 : 3 0  p.m.
0 7

i n  t h e  San Y s i d r o  C i v i c  C e n t e r .

I n  d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  g r e a t  s t a r t  t h e  S i s t e r s  

S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  ha d  made a t  Our  Lady 

o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l ,  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  s c h o o l  

was p l a c e d  e n t i r e l y  upon t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  i n  December  of

1 9 3 5 . ^  And i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  many o t h e r  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s ,  

t h e  po o r  p a r i s h  o f  San Y s i d r o  somehow managed t o  r ema i n  

d e b t - f r e e .  As S e c r e t a r y  McGucken r e p o r t e d  t o  Rev e r en d  

J o s e  V a l e n c i a ,  who r e p l a c e d  F a t h e r  Nu n e z  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  ” . . .  

T h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a n y  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  San 

Y s i d r o  a b o u t  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  b i l l s ,  b o t h  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h  

and  t h e  s c h o o l . " ^

Soon a f t e r  B i s h o p  Buddy was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  newl y  

c r e a t e d  D i o c e s e  o f  San  D i e g o ,  he  r e q u i r e d  a F i n a n c i a l  

S t a t e m e n t ^  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l .  

The s t a t e m e n t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  f o r  e a c h  S i s t e r  

was  $ 3 5 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h ,  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s c h o o l  t u i t i o n  

c h a r g e d  was  $ 2 . 0 0  p e r  mo n t h  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d .  The  F i n a n ­

c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  mo n t h  o f  

S e p t e m b e r ,  1937,  o u t  o f  a t o t a l  o f  s i x t y - f o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  

f i f t y  p a i d  f u l l  t u i t i o n ,  e i g h t  p a i d  h a l f  t u i t i o n  and s i x
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s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l  f r e e  o f  

c h a r g e .  However ,  by t h e  end o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  t h e r e  

w e r e  a t o t a l  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y  f i v e  c h i l d r e n .  

Out  o f  t h i s  a m o u n t ,  o n l y  s i x t y  n i n e  p a i d  f u l l  t u i t i o n ,  

f i f t y - s i x  p a i d  h a l f  t u i t i o n  and t e n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  

f r e e . 4 1

F o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  r o d e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  t o  a n d

f r o m  s c h o o l ,  an  e x t r a  d o l l a r  was  c h a r g e d .  The  s c h o o l

a l s o  b o a s t e d  o f  a c a f e t e r i a ,  a n d  f o r  t h o s e  who a t e  i n

t h e  c a f e t e r i a ,  a n o t h e r  f a r e  was  c o l l e c t e d .  O t h e r

s o u r c e s  o f  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t e d  t o  keep  t h e  s c h o o l  r u n n i n g

were  d o n a t i o n s ,  t h e  s a l e  of  " f a n c y  work , "  p i a n o  l e s s o n s
/ o

and e n t r a n c e  f e e s  f o r  f i r s t - t i m e  s t u d e n t s .  Under  t h e  

h a r d - w o r k i n g  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,  

t h e  s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o s p e r  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .

The  p a r i s h  i t s e l f  was  m o s t  f o r t u n a t e  i n  r e c e i v i n g  

a s  a p a s t o r  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1938 t h e  b e l o v e d  F a t h e r  

J o s e p h  O'Leary .  T h i s  I r i s h  p r i e s t ,  who was t o  r e m a i n  i n  

San Y s i d r o  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  e n d e a r e d  h i m s e l f  t o  

t h e  Mex ican  communi ty and e a s i l y  won t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  

h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  E d u c a t i o n  was  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h i m ,  and  

h e  a d m i t t e d  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  was  " . . . o u r
/ *5

g r e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g . "

D e s p i t e  t h e  e x t r e m e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  s t a r t  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  a t  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l ,  i n  t h e  same y e a r  t h a t  

F a t h e r  O ' L e a r y  was  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p a r i s h ,  1 9 3 8 ,  

B i s h o p  Buddy d e c i d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  of
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t h e  B l e s s e d  S ac r am e n t  w i t h  an  Amer i can  communi ty.  I n  a 

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  S u p e r i o r  G e n e r a l  i n  G u a d a l a j a r a ,  t h e  

B i s hop  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  r e a s o n :  " I  am w r i t i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e

t o  w i s h e s  o f  p a r e n t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b o r d e r ,  who 

d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  i n  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  n o t  

o n l y  r e l i g i o n  b u t  a l s o  E n g l i s h .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  new c o m m u n i t y  was  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  by S ep t e mber  1,  1938,  B i s ho p  Buddy' s  p l a n  

was n e v e r  r e a l i z e d .  I n s t e a d ,  by N o v e m b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  

t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S ac r am e n t  were  s t i l l  

t e a c h i n g .  However ,  t h e y  began  wor k i n g  t h a t  y e a r  u nd e r  a 

new d i o c e s a n  c o n t r a c t  w h e r e i n  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  p a y  t h e  

B i s h o p  $ 4 5 . 0 0  m o n t h l y  f o r  " D i o c e s a n  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  

i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  t h e  C o n v e n t ,  S c h o o l s  and Grounds .

By t h a t  y e a r ,  a l s o ,  i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  

n e e d e d  e n l a r g e m e n t .  W h i l e  t h e  s e c o n d  t h r o u g h  e i g h t h  

g r a d e s  were  t a u g h t  i n  a b u i l d i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  c h u r c h ,  f o r  

y e a r s  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e  a n d  k i n d e r g a r t e n  w e r e  b e e n  c o n ­

d u c t e d  i n  a g a r a g e  o r  on p o r c h e s .  When t h e  p o r c h e s  were  

t o r n  down,  t h e r e  was  no s p a c e .  S i s t e r  Mary o f  t h e  

S a c r e d  H e a r t  was  f o r c e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy f o r  

h e l p . ^  Even  F a t h e r  O'Leary  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  o v e r c r o w d e d  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  k i n d e r g a r t e n ,  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  

s c h o o l  s p a c e ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a l o t  f o r  s a l e  

on t h e  e a s t  e n d  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y . ^  A l l  w e r e  s o o n  

r e l i e v e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  B i s h o p  f i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  

buy mo r e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e  S i s t e r s  

t h a n k e d  him " . . . f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  work f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n
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of  San Y s i d r o  and T i j u a n a .  We a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  more 

t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e  h u n d r e d  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  come t o  o u r  

s c h o o l ,  o n c e  we h a v e  a b e t t e r  l o c a t i o n  a n d  p l a y ­

g r ound . " ^ ®

Major  i m p r o v e m e n t s  were  made on t h e  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  

1 9 3 9 ,  w i t h  B i s h o p  Buddy s h o u l d e r i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e  f i n a n ­

c i a l  b u r d e n .  And,  d u r i n g  t h e  summer  o f  1 9 3 9 ,  t h r e e  o f  

t h e  S i s t e r s  t r a v e l e d  t o  Los A n g e l e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t e n d  a 

s i x - w e e k  summer s c h o o l  p rogram i n  E n g l i s h .  The B i s h o p ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  was  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a s  i t  

was h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  c l a s s e s  s h o u l d  be c o n d u c t e d  i n  Eng­

l i s h .  He r e l a y e d :

S i n c e  t h e r e  h a s  been  a c o n s t a n t  demand on t h e  p a r t  
o f  p a r e n t s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c o r r e c t  E n g l i s h  i n  
t h e  s c h o o l  a t  San  Y s i d r o ,  i t  i s  i n d e e d  a w i s e  a nd  
p r u d e n t  m e a s u r e  t h a t  you h a v e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h r e e  of  
your  S i s t e r s  t o  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  E n g l i s h  d u r i n g  t h e s e  
summer weeks .

I n  O c t o b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  S i s t e r  M a r i a  S o l e d a d  was  

a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r i o r  a t  Our Lady o f  Mt.  Ca r me l  S c h o o l ,  a s  

S i s t e r  Mary o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t ' s  s i x - y e a r  t e r m  ha d  

e x p i r e d .  T o w a r d s  t h e  en d  o f  h e r  f i r s t  y e a r  a s  p r i n c i ­

p a l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  182  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  s c h o o l .  Of 

t h i s  n u m b e r ,  100 w e r e  f r o m  T i j u a n a ,  a l l  o f  whom p a i d  

f u l l  t u i t i o n  ( $ 3 . 0 0 / mon t h  f o r  one c h i l d ,  $5 . 00/month f o r  

two c h i l d r e n ;  i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) .  F i f t y - t h r e e  o f  

t h e  82 s t u d e n t s  f rom San Y s i d r o ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e c e i v e d  f r e e  

t u i t i o n .

Dur i ng  t h e  t e n u r e  o f  S i s t e r  M a r i a  S o l e d a d  as  p r i n ­

c i p a l  a t  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l ,  i m p r o v e m e n t s
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w e r e  made on t h e  c o n v e n t  i n  1942 a n d  p r o p e r t y  was  

p u r c h a s e d  i n  1943  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  s c h o o l .  At  

t h e  e n d  o f  h e r  s i x - y e a r  t e r m ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  i t  was  

d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a ­

me n t  w e r e  t o  l e a v e  S a n  Y s i d r o .  S i s t e r  G u a d a l u p e ,  who 

ha d  j u s t  b e e n  c h o s e n  a s  t h e  new S u p e r i o r ,  w r o t e  t o  

B i s h o p  Buddy t o  t h a n k  him f o r  t h e  t i me '  t h e y  had r e m a i n e d  

i n  t h e  D i o c e s e ,  a n d  s t a t e d ,  "We a r e  l e a v i n g  t h i s  p l a c e  

a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  who made t h e  d e c i s i o n  o r  why t h e

d e c i s i o n  was  made  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e

B l e s s e d  S a c r ame n t  t o  l e a v e  San Y s i d r o .  Bi s hop  Buddy was

a l s o  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e i r  communi ty i n  C a l e x i c o  was a l s o

l e a v i n g  t h e  D i o c e s e ,  b u t  he  a s k e d  t h e m  t o  r e m a i n  f o r

a n o t h e r  s c h o o l  y e a r .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  B i s h o p  w a s t e d

no t i m e  i n  c o n t a c t i n g  a n o t h e r  t e a c h i n g  c o m m u n i t y  t o

r e p l a c e  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,

t h e  O r d e r  o f  S t .  B e n e d i c t ,  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  t h e

B e n e d i c t i n e s .  The  m o t h e r h o u s e  o f  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  was

l o c a t e d  i n  A t c h i s o n ,  K a n s a s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  c o n d u c t e d  a

c o l l e g e ,  Mount  S t .  S c h o l a s t i c s  C o l l e g e .

Bi shop  Buddy r e c e i v e d  an a f f i r m a t i v e  an s we r  i n  J un e

o f  1943  f r om  t h e  S u p e r i o r ,  M o t h e r  M. L u c y .  I n  a l e t t e r

t o  him,  she  s t a t e d :

The o f f e r  o f  S a n  Y s i d r o  came a s  a s u r p r i s e  a n d  a t  
f i r s t  we t h o u g h t  t h e r e  was  no p o s s i b i l i t y  t h i s  
y e a r .  I  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  r e f u s e d  a h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  a 
g r a d e  s c h o o l .  A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  S i s t e r s  a n d  
c h e c k i n g  and r e - c h e c k i n g  my l i s t ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  
a c c e p t  y o u r  k i n d  o f f e r .

wm .:
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The S u p e r i o r  was c o n c e r n e d ,  ho we v e r ,  a b o u t  t e a c h e r  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a ;  s h e  was r e a s s u r e d  by t h e  

B i s h op  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  r e c o g n i z e d  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  

f rom K a n s a s . B i s h o p  Buddy a l s o  i n f o r m e d  h e r  t h a t  t h e  

s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  a t  Our Lady of  Mount  Carmel  was c u r r e n t ­

l y  u n d e r g o i n g  a c o m p l e t e  r e n o v a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  

m o v i n g  i t  t o  a s i t e  n e a r  t h e  C o n v e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g  an  

a d d i t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m ,  and p u r c h a s i n g  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  

t o  be u s e d  f o r  a p l a y g r o u n d . ^

The S i s t e r s  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n  i n  San  Y s i d r o  

i n c l u d e d  S i s t e r  Rosamond F e l l i n g ,  S u p e r i o r ;  and S i s t e r s  

Rose A n g e l a  F a r r e l ,  A l i c e  Ann K i e f f e ,  A l b e r t i n a  Sheen ,
e £

R e g i s  S i e l m a n  and D a n i e l  O r t i z . T h e  S i s t e r s  were  s e n t  

a c h e c k  f rom Bi s ho p  Buddy f o r  $500.00 t o  d e f r a y  t r a v e l ­

i n g  e x p e n s e s ,  and t h e y  d e p a r t e d  f rom Mount  S t .  S c h o l a s -  

t i c a  i n  A t c h i s o n ,  K a n s a s ,  on A u g u s t  22 ,  1 9 4 3 . ^  Upon 

t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  San  D i e g o ,  t h e y  w e r e  c o r d i a l l y  w e l ­

comed by t h e  B i s h o p ,  and r em a i n e d  a few d a y s  i n  h i s  home 

a t  2031 S u n s e t  B o u l e v a r d .

The B e n e d i c t i n e  S i s t e r s  w e r e  made w e l c o m e  i n  San

Y s i d r o .  I n  e a r l y  Se p t e mb er ,  S i s t e r  Rosamond r e p o r t e d  t o

B i s h o p  Buddy t h a t  s e v e n t y - s i x  s t u d e n t s  had  r e g i s t e r e d ,

S 8w i t h  more  t h a n  h a l f  f r o m  T i j u a n a .  W i t h i n  a m o n t h ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  t o  two h u n d r e d  

s t u d e n t s . ^  I t  i s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  was due t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many p a r e n t s ,  i n d e e d ,  d e s i r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  be  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e .  On t h e

  .
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o t h e r  h a n d ,  a s  mos t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o n l y  spoke  S p a n i s h ,  

some o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  began  t e a c h i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  S p a n i s h  i n

As i n d i c a t e d  by e x t a n t  l e t t e r h e a d  i n  t h e  San Diego

D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s ,  upon t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e

S i s t e r s ,  t h e  name o f  t h e  s c h o o l  was  c h a n g e d  f r om  Our

Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l  t o  " Sa n  Y s i d r o  Academy."

T h e r e  were  many o t h e r  ma j o r  c h a n g e s ,  a s  w e l l ,  such  a s  no

more t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  f rom a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r ;
ft 1new l u n c h  a r r a n g e m e n t s ;  and i n c r e a s e d  t u i t i o n .

For  t h e  mos t  p a r t ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  c h a n g e o v e r  f rom one

t e a c h i n g  communi ty t o  a n o t h e r  p r o c e e d e d  r a t h e r  s m o o t h l y .

By A p r i l  o f  1 9 4 4 ,  e i g h t  m o n t h s  i n t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  s c h o o l

y e a r ,  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  S i s t e r s  were  r e a d y  t o  have  Bi shop
ft 9Buddy d e d i c a t e  t h e  new "San Y s i d r o  Academy." F u r t h e r ­

m o r e ,  F a t h e r  O’L e a r y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  y e a r  

w i t h  t h e  new o r d e r  i n  c h a r g e  was  so  s u c c e s s f u l  t h a t  h i g h  

s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  s h o u l d  be a d d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  

S i s t e r  Rosamond  w r o t e  t o  M o t h e r  M. L u c y ,  t h e  S u p e r i o r ,  

a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e n d i n g  a n o t h e r  S i s t e r  f o r  t h i s  

p u r p o s e ,  a s  d i d  B i s h o p  Buddy.  The Bi s hop  s t a t e d ;

Word r e a c h e d  me t o d a ^  f r o m  F a t h e r  O’L e a r y  a t  San  
Y s i d r o  t e l l i n g  me w h a t  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  y o u r  S i s t e r s  
h a v e  s t a f f e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t h e r e  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  He 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two 
y e a r s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  i f  p o s s i b l e  t o  s t a r t  n e x t  
S e p t e m b e r .  B o t h  he  a n d  t h e  s i s t e r s  i n  c h a r g e  a r e  

e o p i n i o n  t h a t  o n e  e x t r a  S i s t e r  c o u l d  ma nage

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a s  no s t u d e n t s  a p p l i e d  f o r  h i g h  

s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  summer,  and  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  s i n c e

o r d e r  t o  communica t e  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b e t t e r . ^ ®

R e p ro d u c e d  with p e rm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r th e r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



t h e  grammar s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t  was g rowi ng  t h e r e  wou l d  be 

e n o u g h  work  f o r  s i x  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  g r amm a r  

s c h o o l  s h o u l d  i n s t e a d  be b u i l t  u p . ^  S i s t e r  M i r i a m was 

s e n t  t o  be t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t e a c h e r .

D u r i n g  t h e  summer  b r e a k ,  t h r e e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  

t a u g h t  r e l i g i o n  t o  s i x t y - f i v e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,  

an d  t h e n  w e n t  on two r e t r e a t s :  o n e  t o  B i s h o p  B u d d y ’ s

hous e  i n  D e s ca n s o ,  c a l l e d  " S t .  Ann’s Lodge, "  and t h e n  t o  

M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Re y ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h ad  b e e n  i n v i t e d  by t h e  

S u p e r i o r  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d ,  S i s t e r  

A n n e t t a ,  t o  s pend  some t i m e .

M e a n w h i l e ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p e n d i n g  s c h o o l  

y e a r ,  1 9 4 4 - 1945 ,  were  a r r i v i n g ,  and t h e  S i s t e r s  e x p e c t e d  

a b u s y  y e a r , ^  I n d e e d ,  by t h e  en d  o f  S e p t e m b e r  a l l  t h e  

c l a s s r o o m s  were  crowded and many c h i l d r e n  had t o  be r e ­

f u s e d

Bi s hop  Buddy was so i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e

S i s t e r s  t h a t  h e  a s k e d  t h e m  t o  s t a f f  a s c h o o l  t h a t  was  t o
fi  fto p e n  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 6 ,  i n  C o r o n a d o ,  C a l i f o r n i a . 0 0

T h i s  was  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S a c r e d  H e a r t .  M o t h e r  M. Luc y

a c c e p t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  b u t  s t a t e d  s he  wou l d  h a v e  t o  r emove
69one t e a c h e r  f rom San Y s i d r o  i n  o r d e r  t o  manage i t .  7 As

i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  was  n o t

r e a d y  f o r  o c c u p a n c y  u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 4 7 ,  a t  w h i c h

t i m e  M o t h e r  M. Lucy  w a s  a b l e  t o  s u p p l y  s i x  S i s t e r s  a n d  a 

70mus i c  t e a c h e r .

I n  1 9 4 6 ,  a new p a s t o r  a r r i v e d  a t  Our  La dy  o f  Mt .  

Carmel  P a r i s h ,  F a t h e r  J .  O ' C o n n o l l y .  F a t h e r  O’C o n n o l l y
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was  a l s o  k e e n l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l ,  a s  was  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  F a t h e r  O’L e a r y .  He was  

a man who s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  s p o r t s  and r e c r e a ­

t i o n ,  and soon i n t o  h i s  t e n u r e ,  t o u c h  f o o t b a l l  games f o r  

boys  and v o l l e y b a l l  games f o r  g i r l s  were  s a n c t i o n e d  f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t i me  by C h a n c e l l o r  Thomas J .  McNamara,  and t h e  

f i r s t  f o o t b a l l  game was h e l d  on F r i d a y ,  De c e m b e r  6 , 

1946,  b e t we e n  t h e  boys  of  Our Lady of  Mt.  Carmel  and t h e  

b o y s  o f  Our  Lady o f  A n g e l s ,  i n  G o l d e n  H i l l ’ s  p l a y ­

g r o u n d . ^

F a t h e r  C o n n o l l y  a l s o  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  p o s t - w a r  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  a s c h o o l  a d d i t i o n ,  w h i c h  d o u b l e d  t h e  s i z e  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h r e e  

new c l a s s r o o m s  and  a c a f e t e r i a  w i t h  a s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  

o f  2 00 .  C o s t s  w e r e  k e p t  t o  a minimum w i t h  wor k  b e i n g  

d o n e  by day  l a b o r  and  v o l u n t e e r  l a b o r ;  and  m a t e r i a l

was p u r c h a s e d  a t  h a l f  p r i c e  f rom t h e  War A s s e t s  A d m i n i s -
7 9t r a t i o n  and o t h e r  s u r p l u s  war  m a t e r i a l .

I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  19 4 7 ,  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  

C a r me l  f e l t  t h a t  two more S i s t e r s  were  needed  t o  manage 

t h e  s c h o o l .  Mother  M. Lucy w r o t e  Bi s hop  Buddy an i n t e r ­

e s t i n g  r e s p o n s e :

I  do n o t  f e e l  I  c a n  s u p p l y  t h e m .  C a n ' t  s o m e t h i n g  
be  d o n e  a b o u t  t h e  M e x i c a n  e n r o l l m e i r t ? I s  t h e r e  a 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  Chula  V i s t a  o pe n i ng ?  ^

The  s c h o o l  d i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e c e i v e  a n i n t h  t e a c h e r

t h a t  y e a r . ^  The t e a c h e r  was c e r t a i n l y  n e e d e d ,  f o r  t h e

s t u d e n t  body  p o p u l a t i o n  s w e l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t - w a r
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y e a r s .  Many o t h e r  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  d u r i n g  

t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  a n d  B i s h o p  Buddy r e q u e s t e d  t h e  B e n e ­

d i c t i n e  S i s t e r s  t o  a c c e p t  o t h e r  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  o pe n ­

i n g  i n  h i s  D i o c e s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  S t .  C h a r l e s  Bor romeo ,  S t .  

Mary’s ( N a t i o n a l  C i t y ) ,  S t .  Rose o f  Lima,  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  

( B a n n i n g ) ,  S t .  M a r t i n ’s (La Mesa)  and a s c h o o l  i n  I n d i o .  

The B e n e d i c t i n e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  s t a f f  a l l  

t h e  s c h o o l s  m e n t i o n e d ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  a c c e p t  S t .  M a r y ' s  

an d  S t .  R o s e  o f  L i m a .  A d e l i g h t e d  B i s h o p  Buddy s t a t e d  

t o  t he m,  " T h e s e  l i t t l e  t o t s  i n  t h e i r  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  a r e  

b o u n d  t o  a b s o r b  some o f  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  some g r a c e s  

t h a t  God may c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  y o u . " ^

The s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  S i s t e r s  a t  Our Lady 

o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  i n  San  Y s i d r o  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  

1 9 5 0 ' s ,  when  a r e c e s s i o n  h i t  t h e  a r e a .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  

s c h o o l ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was u n d e r g o i n g  more c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

B i s h o p  Buddy  was  f o r c e d  t o  a s k  Mr .  J e r o m e  J .  Ho p e ,  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t ,  t o  c u r t a i l  c o m p l e t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  due  t o  

t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  San  Y s i d r o  ha d  l o s t  o n e  

h u n d r e d  p u p i l s  i n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  m o n t h s . ^

The  1 9 6 0 ' s  p r o v i d e d  no r e l i e f .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  

B e n e d i c t i n e  S i s t e r s  began  t o  h a v e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  

c o m m u n i t y ,  a s  d i d  many o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  a t  

t h i s  t i m e .  The  S i s t e r s  m a na g e d  t o  h a n g  on u n t i l  1 9 6 6 ,  

when R e v e r e n d  T u l l i o  A n d r e a t t a ,  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  Our Lady 

o f  Mt .  C a r m e l ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e s s a g e  f r o m  

Mo t h e r  M. A u g u s t a :

W i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y ,  t h e  M o s t
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R e v e r e n d  F r a n c i s  J .  F u r e y ,  we a r e  w i t h d r a w i n g  o u r  
S i s t e r s  f r o m  San Y s i d r o  Academy a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s c h o l a s t i c  y e a r .  T h i s  a c t i o n ,  c a u s e d  by 
S i s t e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  l o s s  o f  m e m b e r s ,  and  a s m a l l  
n o v i t i a t e ,  i s  t h e r e f o r e  i m p e r a t i v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

I n  l e s s  t h a n  a m o n t h ,  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a n o t h e r

t e a c h i n g  c o m m u n i t y  w e r e  o b t a i n e d .  Who s h o u l d  r e t u r n  t o

Our Lady o f  Mt.  Carmel  a f t e r  a t w e n t y - t h r e e  a b s e n c e ?  To

t h e  d e l i g h t  o f  many o f  t h e  o l d - t i m e  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  n o n e

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Mexican  S i s t e r s ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f

t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r am e n t .  I t  i s  unknown who o r  how i n i t i a l

c o n t a c t  was  ma d e ,  b u t  B i s h o p  Buddy  r e p o r t e d  t o  F a t h e r

A n d r e a t t a  i n  May, 1966:

Your h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  cha n g e  o f  s t a f f  a t  San Y s i d r o  
Academy. . .  was done w i t h  g r e a t  d e l i c a c y . . .  . o f f i c i a l  
a c c e p t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  
t h e  B l e s s e d  S ac r a m e n t  i s  a r e a l i t y .

The c h a n g e  o f  s t a f f  was  r e m a r k a b l y  s m o o t h ,  a n d  a t  

t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Our  Lady o f  Mt .  

C a r m e l  S c h o o l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h r i v e .  U n d e r  t h e  c a p a b l e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  i t s  p r e s e n t  p r i n c i p a l ,  S i s t e r  M a r i a  P a z  

U r i b e , ^  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s i n c e  1980,  Gr a de s  1 -8  a r e  f i l l e d  

t o  c a p a c i t y  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  two k i n d e r g a r t e n  s e s s i o n s .  

3 9 % of  t h e  s t u d e n t  body p o p u l a t i o n  i s  made up o f  c h i l d ­

r e n  f r o m  T i j u a n a ,  b u t  t h e  M e x i c a n  S i s t e r s  now c o n d u c t  

a l l  c l a s s e s  i n  E n g l i s h .  And,  a s  t h e  economy i s  so  

u n p r e d i c t a b l e ,  a s c h o l a r s h i p  f u n d  h a s  b e e n  s e t  up by 

S i s t e r  M a r i a  f o r  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  s t u d e n t s .

Our Lady o f  Mt.  Carmel  S c h o o l  ha s  a u n i q u e  h i s t o r y ,  

a h i s t o r y  e n c o m p a s s i n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s / M e x i c o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o r d e r .  G e n e r a t i o n s  o f

*rw' . . . .wmj.
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r i c h  an d  p o o r  M e x i c a n  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  b e e n  f a i t h f u l l y  

s e n d i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s c h o o l  t h e r e .  R e p u t e d l y ,  Our 

Lady  o f  Mt.  C a r m e l  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  c h o i c e  f o r  

m o s t  w e a l t h y  f a m i l i e s  a n d / o r  h i g h  r a n k i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  

o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  T i j u a n a  and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  B a j a  C a l i ­

f o r n i a  a r e a .  These  c h i l d r e n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  some o f  t h e  most  

d i s a d v a n t a g e d  C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  a r e  w e l ­

comed by t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  of  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r am e n t .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  l o c a t i o n  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

d e p r e s s e d  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  r e g i o n s  i n  San Diego  County ,  Our 

Lady  o f  Mt.  C a r m e l  h a s  s u r v i v e d  f o r  f i f t y - t h r e e  y e a r s .  

I n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s ,  i t  i s  n o t  

t h e  m o s t  p h y s i c a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  s c h o o l ,  b u t  t o  t h e  

r e s i d e n t s  o f  San Y s i d r o ,  i t  i s  a p r o u d ,  h i s t o r i c a l  

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e n d u r i n g  f a i t h  i n  God.

UKb--'
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CHAPTER X I

Not e s

■^Le t t e r  f r o m  M r s .  Mary  C a n t u a  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
w i t h  p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by San Y s i d r o  C a t h o l i c s  a t t a c h e d ,  
March 8 , 1926 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ F a t h e r  S e v e r o  A l l o e r o  was bor n  i n  I t a l y  on F e b r u ­
a r y  3 ,  187 4 ,  a n d  d i e d  D e c e m b e r  12 ,  1932  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  
52.

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
J u l y  12,  1926,  and R e p l y  l e t t e r  f rom Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l  t o  
F a t h e r  A l l o e r o ,  J u l y  13 ,  1 9 2 6 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r ­
c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  May 
3,  1927 .  San Di ego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a n c e l l o r  B e r n a r d  D o l a n  t o  F a t h e r  
A l l o e r o ,  May 7 ,  1927 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  t o  C h a n c e l l o r  B e r n a r d  
Do l a n ,  J u l y  28 ,  1930.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
F e b r u a r y  9,  1931,  and R e p l y  l e t t e r  f rom B i s h o p ’s S e c r e ­
t a r y ,  F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1931.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p ' s  S e c r e t a r y  t o  F a t h e r  N un ez ,  
O c t o b e r  16 ,  1931.  San Diego  D i oc e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o ,  
O c t o b e r  29 ,  1931.  San Diego  D i oc e s an  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  t o  C h a n c e l l o r  D o l a n ,  
J a n u a r y  19 ,  1932.  San Diego  D i oc e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  t o  C h a n c e l l o r  D o l a n ,  
J u l y  13,  1932 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  
Sep t e mber  12,  1932.  San Diego  D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom B i s h o p ' s  S e c r e t a r y  t o  F a t h e r  A l l o e r o ,  
Sep t e mber  14 ,  1932 .  San Diego D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

364
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^ P e t i t i o n  f rom Our Lady of  Mt.  Carmel  p a r i s h i o n e r s  
t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  J u l y  12 ,  1 9 3 3 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

■'■•’L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  Nunez  t o  S e c r e t a r y  McGucken ,  
Sep t e mber  14,  1933.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  Thomas  P.  W h i t e ,  S u p r e m e  D i r e c t o r ,  
K n i g h t s  o f  C o l u m b u s ,  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  May 1 6 ,  1927 .  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  R e v e r e n d  J o s e p h  M. 
P i e t ,  P r o v i n c i a l ,  S o c i e t y  o f  J e s u i t s  ( S . J . ) ,  No v e mb e r  
12,  1928.  San Diego Di o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

' • ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ' s  V i c a r - G e n e r a l  t o  
R e v e r e n d  B e n i t o  D o r c a ,  Our  Lady  o f  G u a d a l u p e  C h u r c h ,  
Sep t e mber  10,  1926 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  Mary L i g u o r i ,  S u p e r i o r  a t  Mercy 
H o s p i t a l ,  t o  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  N ov em b er  1,  1 9 2 8 .  San 
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  B r a d y ,  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  C h u r c h ,  t o  
C h a n c e l l o r  Mon s i gn o r  D o l a n ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1928.  San Diego 
D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  Ma r i a  Paz U r i b e ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  
Our Lady o f  Mt.  Carmel  S c h o o l ,  J a n u a r y  10,  1986.

9 9 N o t i c e ,  N o v e m b e r  25 ,  19 2 8 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

2 3 I b i d .

2^ L e t t e r  f rom A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Our Lady of  G u a d a l u p e ,  
t o  C h a n c e l l o r  M o n s i g n o r  D o l a n ,  D ec e m b e r  8 , 1 9 2 8 .  San 
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

23L e t t e r  f rom Bi s hop  C a n t w e l l  t o  Mons i gno r  G u t i e r ­
r e z ,  Our  Lady  o f  G u a d a l u p e  C h u r c h ,  D ec e m b er  1 3 ,  1928 .  
San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

2 ^ L e t t e r  f r om  S i s t e r  M a r i a  de J e s u s ,  S u p e r i o r ,  t o  
B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ,  J u l y  2,  1929 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r ­
c h i v e s .

22F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t ,  Our Lady o f  G u a d a l u pe  Church ,  
J a n u a r y  1,  1929 -  J u l y  15,  1929.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  Ar­
c h i v e s .

2 3 0 f f i c i a l  C a t h o l i c  D i r e c t o r y  (New York:  P . J .  Kenedy 
an d  S o n s ,  1 9 3 5 ) ,  p.  391 .  The s c h o o l  was  r e l a t i v e l y  
u n s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  1935,  t h e r e  were  o n l y  13 b o a r d e r s  and 
was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a p l a c e m e n t  home.
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^ L e t t e r  f r o m  R e v e r e n d  Thomas  J .  McNamara o f  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  W e l f a r e  Bur e a u  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy,  March 27,  1941.  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  
o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  a t  2635 Logan Avenue ,  Sep tember  
15,  1928.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  C l a r a  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy ,  m a r c h  
19,  1941.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom B i s h o p ' s  S e c r e t a r y  J o s e p h  T. McGucken 
t o  S i s t e r  H i l d e l i s a ,  S e p t e mber  27,  1933.  San Diego Dio­
c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  Mar i a  Paz  U r i b e ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  
Our Lady o f  Mt .  Carmel  S c h o o l ,  J a n u a r y  19 ,  1986.

^ L e t t e r  f rom S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J o h n  McCar thy t o  S i s t e r  
Mary,  December  11,  1934.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  Mary  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J o h n  
McCar t hy ,  J u l y  11,  1934.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f rom S e c r e t a r y  J o s e p h  T. McGucken t o  S i s t e r  
Mary,  May 15,  1935.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ G r a d u a t i o n  A n n o u n c e m e n t ,  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  
S c h o o l ,  f o r  J u n e  1935 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S e c r e t a r y  McGucken t o  F a t h e r  N u n e z ,  
December  19,  1935.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

" ^ L e t t e r  f rom B i s h o p ' s  S e c r e t a r y  Rev.  J o s e  V a l e n c i a ,  
March 14,  1936.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t ,  O u r  L a d y  o f  M t .  C a r m e l  
S c h o o l ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 3 9  -  J u n e ,  1 9 3 8 .  S a n  D i e g o  
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

41I b i d .

^ F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  o f  San Y s i d r o  C o nv en t ,  1933-
1943.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' L e a r y  t o  B i s h o p  B u d d y ,  
December  10,  1938.

4 4 L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  R e v .  M o t h e r  S u p e r i o r  
G e n e r a l ,  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  i n  
G u a d a l a j a r a ,  Mexico ,  J u l y  31,  1938.  San Diego D i o c e s an  
A r c h i v e s .

^ C o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  Roman C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p  o f  San
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Diego  and t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,  
S an  Y s i d r o  C o n v e n t .  N o v e m b e r  7 ,  19 3 8 .  San  D i e g o  D i o ­
c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  Mary t o  B i s h o p  Bu d d y ,  n . d . ,  
San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r s  f r o m  F a t h e r  O’L e a r y  t o  B i s h o p  Bu d d y ,  
S e p t e m b e r  26 ,  1 9 3 8 ,  a n d  N o v em b e r  3 ,  1 9 3 8 .  San  D i e g o  
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  Mary t o  B i s h o p  Buddy,  December  
5 ,  1938.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  S i s t e r  M a r y ,  J u l y  1,  
1939.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

- ^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  O’Le a r y  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy,  A p r i l  
12 ,  1940.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  G u a d a l u p e  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy ,  
Augus t  8,  1943.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

- ^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi s h o p  Buddy t o  Mothe r  M. Lucy D o o l e y ,  
S u p e r i o  G e n e r a l ,  O r d e r  o f  S t .  B e n e d i c t ,  J a n u a r y  20 ,
1944.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■’ • ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  M o t h e r  M. L u c y ,  O.S .B. ,  t o  B i s h o p  
Buddy,  J un e  15,  1943 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■ ^ T e l e g r a p h  f r o m  M o t h e r  M. L u c y ,  O.S . B. ,  t o  B i s h o p  
Buddy ,  J u n e  7,  1 9 4 3 ,  a n d  R e p l y  L e t t e r ,  J u n e  1 0 ,  194 3 .  
San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■’■’L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  S i s t e r  M. A u g u s t a ,  
J u l y  21,  1943.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. A u g u s t a  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy ,  
J u l y  30,  1943.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r s  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  M o t h e r  M. L u c y ,  
A u g u s t  3 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 4 3 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. Rosamond t o  B i s h o p  Bu d d y ,  
S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 4 3 .  A L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' L e a r y  t o
Bi s hop  Buddy,  S ep t e mb e r  12,  1943,  s t a t e d  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  
was 115.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

■’ ^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  S i s t e r  A l i c e  Ann,  
November 18,  1943 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  M. Rose A n g e l a  t o  B i s h o p  Buddy,  
November 1,  1943.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .
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^ L e t t e r  f r o m  F a t h e r  O ' L e a r y  t o  B i s h o p  B u d d y  
S ep t e mber  12,  1943 .  San Diego D i oc e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  O’Lea r y  t o  B i s hop  Buddy,  A p r i l  
25 ,  1944 .  San Di ego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom S i s t e r  M. Rosamond t o  Mo t h e r  M. Lucy,  
A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 4 4 ,  a n d  L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy  t o  M o t h e r  
Lucy ,  A p r i l  14 ,  1944 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. Rosamond  t o  B i s h o p  B u d dy ,  
J u l y  27,  1944.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. Rosamond t o  B i s h o p  B ud dy ,  
June  15,  1946 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. Rosamond t o  B i s h o p  B u dd y ,  
Augus t  29 ,  1944.  San Diego  D i oc e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  S i s t e r  M. Rosamond t o  B i s h o p  B u d d y ,  
S ep t e mber  26 ,  1945 .  San Diego D i oc e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  B i s h o p  B u d d y  t o  M o t h e r  M. L u c y ,  
December  11,  1945 .  San Diego  D i o ce s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ R e p l y  l e t t e r  f rom Mot her  M. Lucy t o  B i s h o p  Buddy,  
J a n u a r y  12 ,  1946 .  San Diego  D i o ce s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ T e l e g r a m  f r o m  B i s h o p  Buddy t o  M o t h e r  M. L u c y ,  
F e b r u a r y  10,  1946 .  San Diego D i o ce s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a n c e l l o r  M o n s i g n o r  T h o m a s  J .  
McNamara  t o  F a t h e r  C o n n o l l y ,  D e c e m b er  3,  1 9 4 6 .  San  
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r s  f r o m  F a t h e r  C o n n o l l y  t o  B i s h o p  B ud d y ,  
A p r i l  1 2 ,  1947 a n d  J u l y  2 2 ,  1 9 4 7 .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m  M o t h e r  M. L u c y  t o  B i s h o p  B u d d y ,  
F e b r u a r y  17,  1947 .  San Diego D i o ce s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom F a t h e r  C o n n o l l y  t o  B i s ho p  Buddy,  J u l y  
24,  1947.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m B i s h o p  Buddy t o  S i s t e r  R o s e  A n g e l a ,  
March 7,  1952.  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f r o m B i s h o p  Buddy t o  Mr.  J e r o m e  J .  H o p e ,  
J a n u a r y  24 ,  1958 .  San Diego  D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ L e t t e r  f rom M o t h e r  M. Augus t a  t o  R e v e r e n d  T u l l i o  
A n d r e a t t a ,  P a s t o r ,  Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l ,  A p r i l  1,  
1966 .  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .
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^ L e t t e r  f rom Bi shop  Buddy t o  F a t h e r  A n d r e a t t a ,  May 
11,  1966.  San Diego  D i o c e s an  A r c h i v e s .

^ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S i s t e r  M a r i a  Paz U r i b e ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  
Our  La dy  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l ,  J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 8 6 .  Much 
a s s i s t a n c e  was  a l s o  g i v e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  by M r s .  S y l v i a  
Thompson Reyes ,  Mrs .  J u a n i t a  A r g u e l l o  and Mrs.  D o l o r e s  
Adame, a l l  p a s t  s t u d e n t s  and l o n g - t i m e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  San 
Y s i d r o .

80I b i d .

W W * "  ■
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CHAPTER X I I

Summary and O b s e r v a t i o n s

D e s p i t e  t h e  r i c h  h e r i t a g e  o f  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  San  

D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  V e n e r a b l e  

J u n i p e r o  S e r r a  i n  1 7 6 9 ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  b u i l d i n g  a n d  

m a i n t a i n i n g  a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i n  San Diego County  

h a s  l a c k e d  s c h o l a r l y  a t t e n t i o n .  N e i t h e r  a d e t a i l e d  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s ,  an a c c o u n t  o f  

t h e i r  g r owt h  and d e v e l o p m e n t ,  n o r  an  i n - d e p t h  a n a l y s i s  

o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego  County  h a s  been  

e x e c u t e d  by l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s .

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i l l  t h a t  gap i n  

San  D i e g o  C o u n t y ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  

p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w a s  t o  r e s e a r c h ,  

p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  p r e s e r v e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  

e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Sa n  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  

The i n t e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  was a l s o  t o  p o r t r a y  t h e  l e a d e r ­

s h i p  b e h i n d  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  San Diego Coun ty ;  

t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  com­

m u n i t i e s  c o n d u c t i n g  t h o s e  s c h o o l s ;  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  

h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  San Diego  

County  so t h a t  a b r o a d e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n t e m p o r ­

a r y  s y s t e m  of  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  m i g h t  be a c h i e v e d .

The t i m e  p e r i o d  e n c o m p a s s e d  by t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n
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s p a n n e d  e i g h t y - s i x  y e a r s ,  f r o m  1 8 5 0  t o  19 3 6 .  A n um b e r  

o f  e v e n t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  1 8 5 0 ,  m a k i n g  t h a t  y e a r  a n  e x c e l ­

l e n t  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y .  C a l i f o r n i a  was  

a n n e x e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  San  D i e g o  

C o u n t y  was  c r e a t e d ,  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  San  D i e g o  was  

c h a r t e r e d  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 5 0 .  E v e n  mor e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  

t o p i c  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  t h o u g h ,  was  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

B i s h o p  S a d o c  A l e m a n y  was  a p p o i n t e d  by Po p e  P i u s  IX t o  

t h e  v a c a n t  S e e  o f  M o n t e r e y  i n  1 8 5 0 ,  i n a u g u r a t i n g  a new 

e r a  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  C a l i f o r n i a .

From 1850 t o  1922,  C a t h o l i c s  r e s i d i n g  i n  San Diego 

C o u n t y  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y ,  a n d  f r o m  

1922  u n t i l  1936  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  f o r m e d  a p a r t  o f  t h e  

D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  

o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p  was  q u i t e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  

s o u t h e r n m o s t  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  D i o c e s e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  

i s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r  o f  d i s t a n c e  -  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  -  f rom San Diego County  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  

s e a t  o f  t h e  B i s h o p ,  h a d  a  p r o f o u n d  e f f e c t  on t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  San Diego County .

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  was s l o w  t o  e v o l v e  i n  San 

D i e g o  C o u n t y .  W h e r e a s ,  by  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  r e l i g i o u s  

c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  women were  a l r e a d y  a r r i v i n g  i n  n o r t h e r n  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M o n t e r e y  t o  o p e n  s c h o o l s ;  

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  M o n t e r e y ,  Los  A n g e l e s  an d  San  J o s e  -  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  p a r e n t s  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  h a d  no s u c h  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T r u e ,  e d u c a t i o n  i n
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g e n e r a l  was  n o t  a h i g h  p r i o r i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  d u r i n g  

t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d ;  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i d  n o t  

open  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  San Diego  u n t i l  1854.  T h e r e  was,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  

e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s :  i n  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,

m o s t  o f  Sa n  D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  w i l d ,  u n c u l t i v a t e d  and  

d e s o l a t e .  The s m a l l ,  u n a t t r a c t i v e  ’' p u e b l o "  o f  San Diego 

numbered  o n l y  a few h u n dr e d  i n h a b i t a n t s . ^ -

A l t h o u g h  B i s h o p s  M o r a  ( 1 8 7 3 - 1 8 9 6 ) ,  M o n t g o m e r y  

( 1 8 9 6 - 1 9 0 2 ) ,  a n d  C o n a t y  ( 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 1 5 )  d i d  n o t  h i n d e r  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  t h e y  

d i d  n o t  t r u l y  a d v a n c e  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  n o r  p r o v i d e  

u l t i m a t e  l e a d e r s h i p .  W h i l e  t h e s e  B i s h o p s  we r e ,  i n d e e d ,  

p o s i t i v e l y  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e i r  

e n e r g i e s  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  more  p o p u l a t e d  n o r t h e r n  

1 p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  c o n t e n t  t o  l e t

l o c a l  C a t h o l i c  l e a d e r s  a s sume  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  o p e n i n g  

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  San Diego  County .  Once e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

t h e  B i s h o p s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  s c h o o l s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y .

A m a j o r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego  Coun t y  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  y e a r  1866,  

w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  F a t h e r  A n t h o n y  D o m i n i c  U b a c h ,  a 

n a t i v e  o f  B a r c e l o n a ,  S p a i n ,  who would  make San Diego  h i s  

home f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o r t y - o n e  y e a r s .  Due t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

i s o l a t i o n  o f  San Diego County  f rom t h e  g o v e r n i n g  ha n d s  

o f  t h e  B i s h o p ,  l o c a l  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p e d  

n a t u r a l l y  and  i n e v i t a b l y ,  and F a t h e r  Ubach ’s power  and
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a u t h o r i t y  g r e w  t o  i m m e n s e  l e v e l s  i n  h i s  " e x t e n s i v e "  

p a r i s h ,  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  wh ich  were  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean and 

t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r .  U n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 0 7 ,  F a t h e r  

U b a c h  p r o v i d e d  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  a l l  C a t h o l i c  m a t t e r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  San Diego  Coun t y .

A n o t h e r  m i l e s t o n e  f o r  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  t h e  

" H o r t o n  Boom" o f  1 8 6 8 ,  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  r a p i d  g r o w t h  

a n d  a New San  D i e g o .  T h e n ,  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  w i t h  t h e  

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a r a i l r o a d  t o  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  f rom t h e  

E a s t ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  San Diego v e r i t a b l y  s k y r o c k e t e d .  

S e t t l e r s  by t h e  t h o u s a n d s  b egan  p o u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  e n t i r e  

s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  r e g i o n ,  and a g r e a t  b u i l d i n g  boom i n  

L o s  A n g e l e s  a nd  San  D i e g o  was  b e g u n .  P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

e x p a n d e d  t r e m e n d o u s l y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  

new i m m i g r a n t s ,  a n d  i t  was  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e c a d e ,  a t  l o n g  

l a s t ,  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  commence d  i n  San  D i e g o  

C o u n t y .

F a t h e r  U b a c h ' s  p e r s o n a l  m a g n e t i s m  a nd  e n e r g e t i c  

p e r s u a s i o n  swayed t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  communi ty o f  women 

t o  come t o  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  i n  1 8 8 2 ,  an d  i n  t h a t  y e a r  

t h e  S i s t e r s  of  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  opened t h e  f i r s t  

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  t h e  d e c r e e  o f  

s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  was  p a s s e d  i n  1 8 3 4 ,  t h e  Academy o f  Our  

Lady o f  P e a c e .

The  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  w h o s e  

m o t h e r h o u s e  was l o c a t e d  i n  C a r o n d e l e t ,  M i s s o u r i ,  had an 

i m p r e s s i v e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g  t o  g u i d e  them,  b u t  what  

a t t r a c t e d  F a t h e r  U b a c h  e v e n  m o r e  was  t h e i r  s u c c e s s f u l
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h i s t o r y  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  n a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s .  F o r  

y e a r s ,  F a t h e r  Ubach had made known t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

g o v e r n m e n t  and t o  members o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  h i e r a r c h y  h i s  

c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  a b u s e d  a n d  n e g l e c t e d  l o c a l  I n d i a n s  

w i t h i n  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  F a t h e r  Ubach p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e l t  

adaman t  t h a t  a C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r ­

e s t s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  I n d i a n s .  P r o g r e s s  w a s  f i n a l l y  

a c h i e v e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t .  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D ep a r t m e n t  

o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  

M i s s i o n s  t o o k  heed a s  w e l l ,  and t h r e e  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  

f o r  I n d i a n s  w e r e  o p e n e d  i n  Sa n  D i e g o  C o u n t y  i n  t h e  

1 8 8 0 ' s :  t h e  Government  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma, C a l i f o r n i a ;

S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  i n  S a n  D i e g o ,  a n d  S t .  

B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  n e a r  B a n n i n g ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

A l t h o u g h  two  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s c h o o l s ,  F o r t  Yuma a n d  S t .  

A n t h o n y ' s ,  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  San Diego  County  i s  a 

f a s c i n a t i n g  f r ag me n t  o f  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y .

The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  San Diego County  e xpa nde d  r a p i d l y  

a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  and t h e  need  f o r  d i o c e s a n  

s c h o o l s  b e c a me  o b v i o u s .  O n l y  one  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l ,  

t h o u g h ,  was  b e g u n  d u r i n g  B i s h o p  Thomas  J a m e s  C o n a t y ' s  

t e r m  ( 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 1 5 ) ,  Our  Lady  o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l  i n  G o l d e n  

H i l l s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  B i s hop  J o h n  J .  

C a n t w e l l  t o  t h e  v a c a n t  S e e  o f  M o n t e r e y / L o s  A n g e l e s  i n  

1 9 1 7 ,  t wo  more  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  S t .
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J ohn t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l  i n  U n i v e r s i t y  H e i g h t s  and  S t .  

J o s e p h ’s  S c h o o l  f o r  C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g  i n  down­

town San Di ego .

The t h r e e  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s  t o  open  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i me  

p e r i o d  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  

C a r o n d e l e t .  The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r  on 

e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Di ego  County  was i n d e e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t .  Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  

J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  h a d  o p e n e d  s e v e n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n :  a n  a c a d e m y ,  t h r e e

I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  and t h r e e  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  

i s  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  t h a t  t h e i r  e a r l y  l e a d e r s h i p  

i n  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s e t  a  s t a n d a r d  and a p r e c e d e n t  f o r  

many f u t u r e  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t o r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

T h e  s e c o n d  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  o f  women t o  a r r i v e  

i n  S an  D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  a n  o r d e r  

o r i g i n a l l y  f o u n d e d  i n  D u b l i n ,  I r e l a n d ,  t o  p r o v i d e  s o c i a l  

s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  n e e d y .  At  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  A r c h b i s h o p  

Sadoc Alemany,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy  had t r a v e l e d  t o  San 

F r a n c i s c o  i n  t h e  1850’s ,  and i n  1889,  w i t h  B i s h o p  Mor a ' s  

a p p r o v a l ,  a  g roup  o f  S i s t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  

San  D i e g o .  U n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M o t h e r  M. M i c h a e l  

Cummings,  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy i m m e d i a t e l y  b egan  making 

m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y .  From a t i n y  downtown d i s p e n s a r y  t h e i r  

h o s p i t a l  h a s  e xpande d  i n t o  a huge  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  b u t  more 

r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

M er c y  o p e n e d  a s c h o o l  f o r  n u r s e s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1903  i n  

o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  c o m p e t e n t  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r
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p a t i e n t s .  Fo r  d e c a d e s ,  i f  one  c h o s e  a  n u r s i n g  c a r e e r  i n  

San  D i e g o ,  h e  o r  s h e  was  t r a i n e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  

Mercy .

The t h i r d  r e l i g i o u s  communi ty o f  women t o  a r r i v e  i n  

San Diego  County was t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d .  

T h i s  communi ty,  f o u nd ed  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  q u i c k l y  a d a p t e d  

t o  t h e  Amer ican c u l t u r e  and  became s k i l l e d  t e a c h e r s  i n  

t h e  M i d w e s t .  The  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  t o o k  a 

d e c i d e d l y  g r e a t  r i s k  i n  1913 when t h e y  opened  a  C a t h o l i c  

a c a d e m y  a d j a c e n t  t o  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  k e y ,  f o r  t h a t  

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  was  d e s o l a t e  a n d  u n s e t t l e d ,  w i t h  

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a f ew  b r a v e  f a r m e r s .  B i s h o p  C o n a t y ,  

f o r  o n e ,  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  c o u l d  

p o s s i b l y  s u c c e e d  t h e r e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  was a b e a u t i ­

f u l  an d  h a l l o w e d  s p o t  i n  t h e  C o u n t y .  The  f a i t h  a n d  

c l e a r  v i s i o n  o f  F a t h e r  P e t e r  W a l l i s c h e c k ,  O.F.M. ,  o f  

M i s s i o n  San  L u i s  Re y ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  

P r e c i o u s  Bl ood  t h a t  a C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  was n e c e s s a r y  i n  

t h a t  a r e a  and ,  a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  need  f o r  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  e v e n  i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  San L u i s  Rey 

M i s s i o n  S c h oo l  was an  i m m e d i a t e  s u c c e s s .  S t u d e n t s  f rom 

a l l  o v e r  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  w e r e  s o o n  s e n t  t o  b o a r d  

t h e r e  u n d e r  t h e  l o v i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  

P r e c i o u s  B l o o d .

The d e c a d e  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 ’ s w i t n e s s e d  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  

many new r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s  t o  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  an d  

C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a d v a n c e d  a t  a mor e  r a p i d  p a c e .  I n
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1 9 2 2 ,  a f t e r  o b t a i n i n g  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l ’ s  f i n e  s e a l  o f  

a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  O r d e r  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  

f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  b o y s  i n  t h e  C i t y ,  S t .  

A u g u s t i n e  High S c h o o l .  The Poo r  S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h ,  an 

I r i s h  c o m m u n i t y ,  a r r i v e d  t wo  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 9 2 4 ,  a t  

t h e  e x p r e s s  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  t o  a s s u m e  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  a home f o r  C a t h o l i c  o r p h a n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  o r p h a n a g e ,  t h i s  communi ty was p l a c e d  i n  

c h a r g e  o f  M i s s i o n  San Diego  de A l c a l a  and h e l p e d  i n  i t s  

r e s t o r a t i o n .

The  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e ,  w h o s e  m o t h e r -  

h o u s e  was l o c a t e d  n e a r b y  i n  Orange ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t r a v e l e d  

t o  San Diego  i n  1927 t o  open t h e  f o u r t h  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l  

i n  t h e  C o u n t y ,  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l  i n  

E a s t  S a n  D i e g o .  F i n a l l y ,  a c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p  o f  M e x i c a n  

S i s t e r s ,  s e e k i n g  r e f u g e  f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n  

t h e i r  own c o u n t r y ,  s e t t l e d  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  i n  t h e  

l a t e  1 9 2 0 ’s .  T h i s  g r o u p ,  t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  

B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,  opened  t h e  f i f t h  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l  i n  

t h e  C o u n t y .  Our  La dy  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l ,  l o c a t e d  i n  

t h e  t i n y  M e x i c a n - A m er i c a n  communi ty o f  San Y s i d r o ,  com­

m e n c e d  i n  1 9 3 3 ,  a n d  was  t h e  l a s t  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  t o  o p e n  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  San  D i e g o  i n  

1936.

A b a s i c  t e n e t  u n d e r l y i n g  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t h a t ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  

c e n t r a l i z e d ,  o v e r a l l  l e a d e r s h i p  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

s c h o o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  San Diego County .  E a r l y  C a t h o l i c
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s c h o o l s  r a t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t  and au t onomous ,  and e a c h  had 

a d i f f e r e n t  f o r c e  g u i d i n g  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  d e s t i n y .  

The  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  w a s  p r o ­

v i d e d  by t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e l i g i o u s  communi ty wh i c h  backed  

t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g ,  and a c t u a l  d a y - t o - d a y  management  was i n  

t h e  h a n ds  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  T h i s  was o b v i o u s l y  t h e  c a s e  

w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  a c a d e m i e s  and  s c h o o l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

Academy o f  Our  L a d y  o f  P e a c e ,  t h e  M i s s i o n  S a n  L u i s  Rey 

Academy,  t h e  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e ,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  

a n d  t h e  M er c y  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g .  I t  e v e n  h e l d  t r u e  t o  a 

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s ,  f o r ,  e v e n  t h o u gh  

t h e s e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  s u p p o r t e d  m a i n l y  t h r o u g h  f e d e r a l  

f u n d s  o r  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s ,  t h e  

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  p r o v i d e d  d a i l y  

g u i d a n c e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

The f i v e  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  managed 

a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s ,  B i s h o p  C a n t w e l l  

made p r o g r e s s  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s  i n t o  a 

s t r u c t u r a l  e n t i t y ,  a p r o c e s s  a c t u a l l y  begun by h i s  p r e ­

d e c e s s o r ,  B i s h o p  Cona t y .  S t a n d a r d  t e x t b o o k s  were  c h os en  

f o r  u s e ,  c u r r i c u l u m  g u i d e l i n e s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  and an 

a d v i s o r y  s c h o o l  b o a r d  was  d e s i g n a t e d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

e v e n  w i t h  t h e  d i o c e s a n  c h a n g e s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by B i s h o p  

C a n t w e l l ,  l o c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  s t i l l  p r e v a i l e d  i n  San Diego 

C o u n t y .  The  p a s t o r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was  f r e e  t o  e x e r t  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  power  and c o n t r o l  o v e r  h i s  p a r i s h  s c h o o l ,  

a n d  s o m e  p a s t o r s ,  s u c h  a s  M o n s i g n o r  B r a d y  a t  S t .
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J o s e p h ' s ,  M o n s i g n o r  Hannon  a t  Our  Lady  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  

H e a r t  a n d  F a t h e r  O ' L e a r y  a t  Our  La dy  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  w e r e  

g r e a t  l e a d e r s  who w e r e  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

p r o v i d e d  a t  t h e i r  p a r i s h  s c h o o l s .  S t i l l ,  e a c h  d i o c e s a n  

s c h o o l ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  c o n d u c t e d  

a l o n g  l i n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  

c o m m u n i t y  i n  c h a r g e .  E a c h  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o r d e r s  h a d  

t h e i r  own t r a d i t i o n s ,  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  m e t h o d s  o f  

i n s t r u c t i o n  u n d e r  which  t h e y  o p e r a t e d .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  

t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  S a n  D i e g o  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  a n d  

t h e  i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  B i s h o p  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  B u d d y ,  t h a t  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s ,  l o s t  t h e i r  a u t o n o m o u s  

n a t u r e .

I t  h a s  become  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  

women i n  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  

was  i n d e e d  s i g n i f i c a n t .  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  f ew  

m a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  t e a c h e r s  h i r e d  a t  t h e  I n d i a n  

s c h o o l s ,  a n d  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l  f o r  B o y s ,  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  o f  a  C a t h o l i c  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a -  

was  d e p e n d e n t  on women.  S i s t e r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  d a i l y  

i n s t r u c t i o n ;  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a t  e a c h  s c h o o l  was i n v a r i a b l y  

a  woman;  a n d  t h e r e  was  e v e n  a  woman S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  i n  

t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  a n d  1 8 9 0 ' s  i n  t h e  C o u n t y .  Some o f  t h e s e  

S i s t e r s  d e s e r v e  t o  be  n o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  f i n e  a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i v e  q u a l i t i e s :  S i s t e r  A m b r o s i a  O ' N e i l  a t  F o r t  Yuma;

S i s t e r  A n n e t t a  S c h n e i d e r  a t  San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  S c h o o l ;  

S i s t e r  M i c h a e l  M. Cummings a t  Mercy H o s p i t a l  and S c h o o l
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o f  N u r s i n g ;  S i s t e r  V a l e r i a  B r a d s h a w  a t  t h e  Academy o f  

Our  L a d y  o f  P e a c e ;  a n d  S i s t e r  M. N i n i a n  a t  N a z a r e t h  

H o u s e .  The  S i s t e r s  a t  e a c h  s c h o o l ,  i n  t u r n ,  r e c e i v e d  

g u i d a n c e  f r o m  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  S u p e r i o r s  o r  G e n e r a l s ,  

women w i t h  a n  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a d  l a r g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego 

County  was d o m i n a t e d  by s t r o n g  f e m a l e  l e a d e r s h i p .

A n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  common t o  n e a r l y  a l l  Ca t ho ­

l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  o p e n  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  was  t h a t  o f  

e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p .  I n  e v e r y  c a s e ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  

f i n a n c i a l l y  s u r v i v e  was an  u p h i l l  b a t t l e  and a p e r e n n i a l  

p r o b l e m  f a c e d  by t h e  l e a d e r s .  B i s h o p s  w r o t e  p a s t o r a l  

l e t t e r s  e n c o u r a g i n g  a l l  C a t h o l i c  p a r e n t s  t o  s end  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  t o  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s ;  a n d ,  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  a 

C a t h o l i c  h a d  t o  h a v e  a good  r e a s o n  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  

l o c a l  p a r i s h  s c h o o l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  po o r  C a t h o l i c  c h i l d r e n  

w e r e  n o r m a l l y  a l l o w e d  t o  a t t e n d  a  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l  

w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  t u i t i o n  o r  by p a y i n g  a r e d u c e d  r a t e  o f  

t u i t i o n ,  wh i c h  n a t u r a l l y  p l a c e d  a  b u r d e n  on t h e  p a r i s h .  

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t o r s  s uch  

a s  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n  p r i e s t s  were  o f t e n  f o r c e d  t o  r e c r u i t  

s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  S u n d a y  M a s s e s .  The  P o o r  S i s t e r s  o f  

N a z a r e t h  r e g u l a r l y  s o l i c i t e d  a l m s ,  and e v en  t h e  S i s t e r s  

o f  M e r c y  w e r e  o f t e n  d e p e n d e n t  on p u b l i c  s u p p o r t .  Nor  

c o u l d  t h e  I n d i a n  " c o n t r a c t "  s c h o o l s  make e nds  me e t ,  f o r  

F a t h e r  U b a c h  a t  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s ,  F a t h e r  D e u t s c h  a t  S t .  

B o n i f a c e ,  and t h e  good C a t h o l i c  S i s t e r s  a l w a y s  a d m i t t e d

wmf. " .
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i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  more c h i l d r e n  t h a n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  p l e d g e d  

t o  r e i m b u r s e .  The a c a d e m i e s  f a r e d  b e t t e r ,  f o r  t h e y  were 

b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s ,  wh i ch  by t h e i r  v e r y  n a t u r e  a t t r a c t e d  a 

w e a l t h i e r  c l a s s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  a r e m a r k a b l e  

t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  whose 

w i s e  f i n a n c i a l  management  and p e r s e r v e r e n c e  k e p t  t h e i r  

s c h o o l s  f rom c l o s i n g .

A l l  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  were  marked by a 

h i g h  premium on d i s c i p l i n e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  M o r a l i t y  

i n  o n e ' s  d a i l y  l i f e  was  a l s o  s t r e s s e d ,  a n d ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  

R e l i g i o n  c l a s s e s  p l a y e d  a ma j o r  r o l e  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  

o f t e n  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  d a y .  Mass  

a t t e n d a n c e  was r e g u l a r l y  r e q u i r e d ;  and r e l i g i o u s  c e l e ­

b r a t i o n s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  w i t h  p r o p e r  r e s p e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  y e a r .  The  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  and  

a r i t h m e t i c  w e r e  e m p h a s i z e d  a t  a l l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  an d  

L a t i n  was  o f t e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  A more  v a r i e d  

c u r r i c i u l u m  was n o r m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  a c a d e m i e s ,  i n ­

c l u d i n g  m u s i c ,  s e w i n g  a n d  d r a m a .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e a r l y  

C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  h a d  v e r y  h i g h  

s t a n d a r d s ,  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  a n d  e n f o r c e d  by t h e  v a r i o u s  

r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  c h a r g e .

I n  sum,  t h i r t e e n  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  o p e n e d  i n  San 

D i e g o  C o u n t y  f r o m  1 8 5 0  t o  1 9 3 6  [ S e e  F i g u r e  6 3 ] ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s ,  f i v e  d i o c e s a n  s c h o o l s ,  a 

h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  b o y s ,  a s c h o o l  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  an  

o r p h a n a g e  a n d  t w o  p r i v a t e  d a y / b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s .  

A l t h o u g h  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  q u i t e  k e e p
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Opened Name o f  S c h o o l Name of  Community

1882

1886*

1886*

1889

1903

1912

1913

1919

1920 

1922 

1925 

1927 

1933

Academy o f  Our Lady o f  
Pe a c e

Government  S c h o o l  a t  
F o r t  Yuma, C a l i f o r n i a

S t .  A n t h o n y’ s  I n d u s t r i a l  
S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s

S t .  B o n i f a c e  S c h o o l  f o r  
I n d i a n s

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
of  C a r o n d e l e t

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
of  C a r o n d e l e t

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
of  C a r o n d e l e t

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
of  C a r o n d e l e t

Mercy S c h oo l  o f  N u r s i n g  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy

Our Lady o f  Ange l s  
S choo l

San L u i s  Rey M i s s i o n  
Schoo l

S t .  John  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  
Schoo l

S t .  J o s e p h ' s  S c h o o l

S t .  A u g u s t i n e  High 
Sc hoo l  f o r  Boys

N a z a r e t h  House S c h o o l

Our Lady o f  t h e  S a c r e d  
H e a r t  S c h o o l

Our Lady o f  Mt.  Carmel  
Sc hoo l

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
of  C a r o n d e l e t

S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  
P r e c i o u s  Blood

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
o f  C a r o n d e l e t

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
o f  C a r o n d e l e t

Or de r  o f  S t .
A u g u s t i n e

Poor  S i s t e r s  o f  
N a z a r e t h

S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  
o f  Orange

S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  of  
t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t

* The S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  w i t h d r e w  f rom 
t h e  Government  S c h o o l  a t  F o r t  Yuma i n  1900.

* S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l  f o r  I n d i a n s  c l o s e d  one 
y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  F a t h e r  Ubach,  i n  1908.

F i g u r e  63
C h r o n o l o g i c a l  Summary o f  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l s ,  1850-1936

San Diego  County
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pace  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  r a t e  o f  t h e  communi ty ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

s c h o o l s  i n s t i t u t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t y - s i x  y e a r  p e r i o d  

w e r e  w i d e l y  d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e . C o u n t y ,  f r o m  San 

Y s i d r o  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  F o r t  Yuma i n  t h e  e a s t  a n d  San L u i s  

Rey i n  t h e  n o r t h .  Of t h e  t h i r t e e n  s c h o o l s ,  t wo  c l o s e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  a 

t o t a l  o f  e l e v e n  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  

C o u n t y  when t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  San  D i e g o  was  c r e a t e d  i n  

1936.
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Recommendations for  Future S t u d ie s

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  a c u r s o r y  b a c k ­

g r o u n d  o f  some o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f rom 1936 t o  

t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a  much more d e t a i l e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  n e c e s ­

s a r y .  I t  i s  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  b e  e x a m i n e d  b e y o n d  t h e  y e a r  1 9 3 6 .  W i t h  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  San  D i e g o  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  a n d  t h e  

coming o f  B i s ho p  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  Buddy,  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a ­

t i o n  u n d e r w e n t  v a s t  c h a n g e s .  T h e s e  c h a n g e s  n e e d  t o  be  

r e c o r d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  San Diego County .

A s t u d y  o f  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  B i s h o p  Buddy i n  

t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  S a n  D i e g o  i s  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d e d ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  t h o s e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  r e l a t e  t o  

e d u c a t i o n .  B i s h o p  B u d d y ’ s t e n u r e  l a s t e d  f o r  t h i r t y  

y e a r s ,  a n d  h i s  p r e s e n c e  l e f t  a n  i n d e l i b l e  ma rk  on 

C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y .  An h i s t o r i c a l  c a s e  

s t u d y  of  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n a g e  i s  deemed w o r t h w h i l e .

A h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  San  D i e g o  i s  a l s o  

recommended i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y  of  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  San  D i e g o .  

S u c h  a  s t u d y  o f  h i g h e r  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  San  D i e g o  

County  h a s  n o t  been  a t t e m p t e d ,  and t h e  a r e a  h a s  d i s t i n c t  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e s e a r c h .

T h e r e  a r e  many c o m p a r i s o n s  and  c o n t r a s t s  t o  p u b l i c

384
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e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  may be made s p e c i f i c  t o  San Diego  County ,  

a n d  t h i s  i s  an  a r e a  w h i c h  n e e d s  t o  b e  e x a m i n e d .  T h i s  

may be done t h r o u g h  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  o r  by c o n d u c t i n g  

a c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t u d y .  E i t h e r  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f a s c i n a t i n g  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t wee n  p u b l i c  and C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  San  D i e g o  r e s i d e n t s  c a n  a p p r e ­

c i a t e ,  b u t  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  s t u d y i n g  t h i s  g e n e r a l  t o p i c  

e l s e w h e r e .

T h e  r o l e  o f  women i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  S an  D i e g o  C o u n t y  i s  a t o p i c  t h a t  d e s e r v e s  

g r e a t e r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  Women, o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e  t h e  m a i n ­

s t a y  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h i s  

r e g i o n ' s  h i s t o r y .  Not  o n l y  were  t h e y  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  

t h e y  were  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .

A mor e  d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  San D i e g o ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  

e d u c a t i o n ,  i s  a l s o  recommended.  Such h a s  been  done w i t h  

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  by S i s t e r  

C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  L a C o s t e ,  C . S . J . , ^  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  

c o v e r e d  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  However ,  t h e r e  

a r e  many o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  who a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  

C o u n t y  a f t e r  1 9 3 6 ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  

H e a r t ,  t h a t  r e m a i n  t o  be s t u d i e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  n o v i ­

t i a t e s  a n d  s e m i n a r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  

f o r  v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  be  e x a m i n e d ;  i . e . ,  t h e  

s e m i n a r y  a t  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey f o r  Me x i c a n  F r a n c i s c a n s  

f rom Z a c a t e c a s ,  Mexico .

_
m t.:
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From i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  t o  San  D i e g o  C o u n t y  h a s  b e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

H i g h  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n a r y  

m e a s u r e s ,  an  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  b a s i c s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  r e l i g i o n  was a v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  h a v e  

a l w a y s  b e e n  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  m a i n t a i n  

and  a d v a n c e  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  s o c i e t y .

A t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

c e r t a i n l y  h a s  n o t  d i m i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g  y e a r s ,  i t  

mus t  be n o t e d  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l s  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  1 5 , 8 4 7  s t u d e n t s  i n  f o r t y - f o u r  e l e m e n t a r y
O

s c h o o l s  and  f i v e  h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  San Diego  County .  I n  

t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  h a v e  

b e e n  u n c o v e r e d  t h r o u g h  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  d o c u ­

mented  f o r f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  i s  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  v i s i o n  an d  

f a i t h  o f  e a r l y  C a t h o l i c  l e a d e r s  i n  S a n  D i e g o  C o u n t y ,  

l e a d e r s  who r e a l i z e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

s o c i e t y  and s o u g h t  t o  p u t  t h e  t e n e t  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i n t o  

p r a c t i c e :  "Go t h e r e f o r e ,  a n d  t e a c h  a l l  n a t i o n s "

[ Ma t t hew 2 8 : 1 9 ] .
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r e c o r d s ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  memoi r s  and  many s e c o n d a r y  
s o u r c e s  a r e  f ou n d  h e r e .

A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  23 0 0  A d e l i n e  D r i v e ,  
B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA 94010.  S i s t e r  M. H e l e n a  S a n f i l i p -  
po d i r e c t s  t h e  a r c h i v e s  i n  B u r l i n g a m e ,  w h e r e  s h e  
s t o r e s  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  
s u c h  a s  M i n u t e s  t o  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ’ M e e t i n g s ,  
l e t t e r s  and  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a t i s t i c s .

A r i z o n a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  240  M a d i s o n  A v e . ,  Yuma,  
A r i z o n a ,  85364 .  T h i s  agenc y  was u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  F o r t  Yuma G o v e r n m e n t  S c h o o l  
( 1 8 8 6 - 1 9 0 0 ) .

F e d e r a l  A r c h i v e s  and  R e c o r d s  C e n t e r ,  24000 A v i l a  Road,  
Laguna  N i g u e l ,  CA, 92677.  T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

M i s s i o n  S a n  L u i s  Rey Communi t y  C e n t e r ,  4 0 5 0  M i s s i o n  
A v e . ,  S a n  L u i s  R e y ,  CA 9 2 0 6 8 .  S i s t e r  D o r o t h y  
S c h m i e s i n g  s t o r e s  G r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  L i s t s ,  S t u d e n t  
L i s t s ,  and  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l .  S i s t e r  J a n e t  
Winandy was v a l u a b l e  f o r  h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  o b t a i n ­
i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  p h o t o g r a p h s  f rom t h e  m o t h e r h o u s e  i n  
O h i o .

N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  and R e c o r d s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Was h i ng­
t o n ,  D.C. ,  2 0 4 0 8 .  T h i s  a g e n c y  h a s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
l e t t e r s  f r o m  F a t h e r  U b a c h  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
I n t e r i o r ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  
o f  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .

N a z a r e t h  H o u s e  C o n v e n t ,  633 3  R a n c h o  M i s s i o n  Rd . ,  S a n  
D i e g o ,  CA 9 2 1 0 8 .  S i s t e r  J o s e p h  F i n b a r r  a s s i s t e d  
i n  e x p l a i n i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  wh i c h  i s  s t o r e d  
i n  t h e  c o n v e n t ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Poor  
S i s t e r s  o f  N a z a r e t h  and e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  N a z a r e t h  
House i n  San Di ego .
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N a z a r e t h  S c h o o l ,  6333 Rancho M i s s i o n  Rd. ,  San Di e go ,  CA 
92108,  The p r i n c i p a l ,  S i s t e r  S t .  F i n t a n ,  m a i n t a i n s  
a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o o l  d o c u m e n t s  d a t i n g  
t o  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p h o t o g r a p h / m e m o i r  a l bum 
d a t i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l .

Our  L a d y  o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h ,  656 2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  S an  D i e g o ,  
CA. F a t h e r  Ned B r o c k h a u s ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a s t o r ,  
l o a n e d  e a r l y  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  Our  L a d y  o f  A n g e l s  
S c h o o l .  A l s o ,  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  g a r a g e  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t ,  
u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  Our 
L a d y ' s  S c h o o l ,  Mr.  R i c h a r d  S c h e r e r ,  a r e  t h e  e a r l y  
o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  Our  Lady o f  
A n g e l s  S c h o o l :  r e p o r t  c a r d s ,  e n r o l l m e n t  f i g u r e s ,  
s t u d e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

P r i v a t e  L i b r a r y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  C o n v e n t  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  
M e r c y ,  S an  D i e g o ,  CA. S i s t e r  Ma r y  R o s e  M c A r d l e  
was k i n d  t o  l o a n  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  s uch  a s  
C l a s s  Y e a r b o o k s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  t o  t h e  
a u t h o r .

San D i e g o  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  C u r a t o r i a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  
L i b r a r y  and  P h o t o g r a p h  C o l l e c t i o n ,  B a l b o a  P a r k ,  San 
D i e g o ,  CA. U n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  S y l v i a  A r d e n ,  
t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n  a  
g r e a t  number  o f  p e r t i n e n t  p h o t o g r a p h s  and s e c o n d a r y  
s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l ;  more i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  
s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Sa n  D i e g o  
County  wh i ch  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  b a c k g r o u n d  m a t e r i a l  
o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n .

S t .  J oh n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  P a r i s h  R e c t o r y ,  1638 P o l k  Ave. ,  
Sa n  D i e g o ,  CA. The  p a s t o r ,  F a t h e r  Andr ew H a n l e y ,  
k e e p s  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  and  s t a t i s t i c s  
o f  S t .  Jo h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l .

2 .  Document s  and R ec o rd s

Annua l  S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r t  f o r  S c h o o l s . 1 98 5- 8 6 .  D i o c e s e  
o f  San D i e g o .

B a p t i s m a l  R e c o r d s ,  Yuma R e s e r v a t i o n .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

C h r o n i c l e s ,  f o r  Our  La d y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  H e a r t  M i s s i o n ,
1 9 2 7 - 1 9 2 8 ;  1 9 2 8 - 2 9 ;  1 9 2 9 - 3 0 ;  1 9 3 1 - 3 2 ;  1 9 3 4 - 4 5 ;
1 9 3 6 - 3 7 ;  1 9 3 8 - 3 9 ;  1 9 4 3 - 4 4 ;  1 9 5 7 - 5 8 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  O r a n g e ,  O r a n ge ,  CA.

" C o n f e s s i o n  L i s t s  Book." N a z a r e t h  House Co nv en t ,  Naza­
r e t h  House ,  San Diego ,  CA.
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C o n s t i t u t i o n s , o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  
J o s e p h  of  Orange  i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  Los  A n g e l e s  and 
San  D i e g o  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1 9 3 0 - 3 1 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  
S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  Or a nge ,  O r an ge ,  CA.

C o n t r a c t  Between Roman C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p  o f  San Diego  and 
t h e  S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t ,  San 
Y s i d r o  C o n v e n t ,  N o v e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 3 8 .  S a n  D i e g o  
D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s

D i o c e s e  o f  San  D i e g o  S c h o o 1 A t t e n d a n c e  R e g i s t e r s . 
N a z a r e t h  House S c h o o l ,  1950-1951 .  N a z a r e t h  S c h o o l ,  
San  D i e g o ,  CA.

E x e c u t i v e  Do c u me n t  # 6 8 , I n  t h e  S e n a t e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  L e t t e r  f rom t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  
T r a n s m i t t i n g  "A Copy o f  an Agreeemen t  w i t h  t h e  Yuma 
I n d i a n s ,  w i t h  a R e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  and Accompanying P a p e r s . ” March 21,  
1 8 9 4 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  ( 1 8 9 7 - 1 9 0 2 ) ,  Academy o f  Our  Lady  o f  
P e a c e ,  S c h o o l  R e c o r d s ,  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  Academy o f  
Our Lady o f  Peace .

" F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  o f  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h  f o r  Year  
End i ng  December  31,  1 9 2 3 . "  San Diego D i o c e s a n  Ar­
c h i v e s .

F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t . S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l .  
J a n u a r y  1,  1895 -  A u g u s t  1,  1 9 0 0 .  P r e p a r e d  by
F a t h e r  B. F l o r i a n  Ha h n ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  a n d  S u b ­
m i t t e d  t o  F a t h e r  S t e p h a n ,  D i r e c t o r ,  B u r e a u  o f  
C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .  San  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  A r ­
c h i v e s .

F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t . Our  Lady  o f  G u a d a l u p e  C h u r c h ,  
J a n u a r y  1,  1929 -  J u l y  15 ,  1 9 2 9 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e ­
s a n  A r c h i v e s .

F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t , Our  Lady  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  C o n v e n t ,  
1 9 3 3 - 1 9 43 .  San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t . Our  La dy  o f  Mt .  C a r m e l  S c h o o l ,  
S e p t e m b e r ,  1939 -  J u n e ,  1 9 3 8 .  S a n  D i e g o  D i o c e s a n  
A r c h i v e s .

G r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  L i s t s ,  1923 - 1936 .  M i s s i o n  San L u i s  Rey 
Academy.  R e c o r d s  s t o r e d  i n  M i s s i o n  S a n  L u i s  Rey 
Community C e n t e r .

G r a d u a t i o n  Announcement ,  Our Lady of  Mt.  Ca r me l  S c h o o l .  
J u n e ,  1935.  San Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .
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Memorandum,  S i s t e r  H e l e n e  M a r i e  t o  S i s t e r  M. P l a c i d a ,  
May 1 8 ,  1 9 6 7 ,  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  
B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

M e m o i r s  o f  S i s t e r  L a u r e n t i n e  F a l v e y ,  1981  a n d  p r i o r .  
San Diego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

M i n u t e s ,  Board  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  Mercy C o l l e g e  o f  N u r s i n g ,  
N o v e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 6 7 ,  S e p t e m b e r  6 , 1 9 6 9 ,  and  May 2 9 ,  
1 9 7 0 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  B u r l i n ­
game ,  CA.

O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d  o f  F i n a l  G r a d e s ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1917  t o  
J u n e ,  1 9 2 4 .  R e c o r d s ,  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  Academy o f  
Our Lady o f  P e a c e .

P e r ma n e n t  S c h o o l  R e c o r d  Book,  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s ,  1912-  
1918 .  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h  C o nv en t .

P e r ma n e n t  S c h o o l  R e c o r d  Book,  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s ,  1 935 -  
1946.  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h  C o nv en t .

Q u a r t e r  1 y R e p o r t  f o r  S t .  A n t h o n y ’ s  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l .  
Q u a r t e r  E n d i n g  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 0 0 .  A r c h i v e s ,
Bu r e a u  o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .

Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t  f o r  S t .  A n t h o n y ’ s I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l .  
Q u a r t e r  E n d i ng  December  30,  1900.  A r c h i v e s ,  Bu r eau  
o f  C a t h o l i c  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n s .

Q u a r t e r  1 v R e p o r t  o f  S t .  B o n i f a c e  I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l .  
Q u a r t e r  B e g i n n i n g  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1908  a n d  E n d i n g  J u n e  
30,  1908.  San Di ego  D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t  o f  I n d i a n  S c h o o l s ,  Government  S c h o o l  a t  
F o r t  Yuma,  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 8 8 6 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

R e c o r d  B o o k . C h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g  a t  N a z a r e t h  H o u s e ,  S a n  
D i e g o ,  d a t i n g  f r om Augus t  19,  1921.  N a z a r e t h  House 
C o n v e n t ,  San D i e g o ,  CA.

R e p o r t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  f r o m  Mar y  
O’N e i l  ( S i s t e r  A mb r o s i a ) ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  F o r t  Yuma 
S c h o o l ,  J u l y ,  1887.  San Diego H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .

S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r : L i s t  o f  P u p i l s  A t t e n d i n g  S t .  J o h n ’ s 
S c h o o l  S i n c e  I t s  B e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 1 9 .  S t .  J o h n  t h e  
E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l .  S t .  John  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  P a r i s h  
R e c t o r y ,  1620 L i n c o l n  Ave. ,  San D ie g o ,  CA.

" S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  S c h o o l , "  O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s ,  
P r o v i n c i a l a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  
C a r o n d e l e t ,  Los  A n g e l e s ,  CA.
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S t .  J o s e p h ’ s H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s  
C o r p o r a t i o n  P a p e r s - ,  1 9 0 5 - 1 9 6 9 .  A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  
S i s t e r s  o f  Me r c y ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

S t .  J o s e p h ’s H o s p i t a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N u r s e s  M i n u t e  
Book ,  San  D i e g o ,  CA, 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 2  a n d  1 9 2 3 - 1 9 3 2 .  
A r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  Mercy ,  B u r l i n g a m e ,  CA.

San Diego  Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  M i n u t e s .  R e c o r d s ,  Boa rd  
o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  (Room 4 02) ,  San Diego County  Admin i ­
s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g .  I n d e x ,  Books 1, 2,  and 3.

S c h o o l  A p p l i c a t i o n ,  Our  L a d y  o f  A n g e l s .  Our  L a d y  o f  
Ange l s  C o n v e n t .

/
S e r r a ,  F a t h e r  J u n i p e r o .  M i s s i o n  S a n  D i e g o  de  A l c a l a .  

C o p i e d  by S i s t e r  C a t h e r i n e  L o u i s e  L a C o s t e .  Sa n  
Diego D i o c e s a n  A r c h i v e s .

S t a t e  S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r  f o r  P u b l i c  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l s ,
1912-1918 .  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  S c h o o l .  A r c h i v e s  o f  
t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t  i n  t h e  
We s t e r n  P r o v i n c e .

S t a t e  S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r  f o r  P u b l i c  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l s ,  
Grades  2 - 8 ,  1 9 36 -1 9 3 7 .  Used by Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  
S c h o o l .  Our Lady o f  A n g e l s  P a r i s h  Co n ve n t .

S t a t e  S c h o o l  R e g i s t e r  f o r  P u b l i c  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l s ,
1 9 2 8 - 1 9 2 9 .  G r a d e s  1 a n d  2.  S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e ­
l i s t  S c h o o l .  S t .  J o h n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t  P a r i s h  
R e c t o r y ,  1620 L i n c o l n  Ave. ,  San Diego ,  CA.

" S t a t i s t i c s  o f  F o r t  Yuma S c h o o l , "  A r c h i v e s  o f  S i s t e r s  o f  
S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C a r o n d e l e t ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

S t a t u t e s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  ( 1 8 5 1 ) ,  P a s s e d  a t  t h e  S e c o n d  
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T o u t ,  O t i s  B.  T h e  F i r s t  T h i r t y  Y e a r s , 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 3 1 :  
H i s t o r y  o f  I m p e r i a l  V a l l e y .  San Di ego ,  CA: A r t s  & 
C r a f t s  P r e s s ,  1931 .
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W e b e r ,  M o n s i g n o r  F r a n c i s  J .  .A S e l e c t  G u i d e  t o  C a l i ­
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C a t h o l i c  H i s t o r y . Los  A n g e l e s :  W e s t e r n l o r e  P r e s s ,
1967.
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B y e r s ,  J o h n ,  J r .  " I n d i a n  M a t t e r  o f  H e l e n  Hunt  J a c k s o n ’s 
R a m o n a : F r om F a c t  t o  F i c t i o n , "  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n
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E d u c a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a . "  D o c t o r a l  D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
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t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1955 .

S a n d e r s ,  F a t h e r  J o h n  R. "The H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A u g u s t i n i -  
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