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JOE FUGATE UPDATE ON THE MRH
OKLAHOMA MOVE STATUS …

W����� ������ �� ��� ���� ������ ��
���� ��� 2022,we expected to be �inally settled in our
new place in Oklahoma by the end of August.
We actually moved into our new place the �irst week of Febru-
ary 2023. That’s only six additional months of living out of
boxes that we had not expected. Only …
It’s a long story how we got from there to here, so let me try
to keep it short.

Ge�ng from there to here
The family plan was to live near each other in some new rural
location, and we settled on Tulsa, Oklahoma as to where in
early 2022.
When we left Oregon for Oklahoma in late May, our son Joey
had already moved his family to Oklahoma and was living in a
rental in Tulsa.
We moved into an apartment in north Tulsa as well and had all
our goods moved into a mini-storage in the same community
as our property.
Meanwhile, we bought a repossessed 2018 manufactured
home that included completely refurbishing it as brand new as

V��� ������
��������
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part of the total purchase price. The �irm we purchased it from,
Repo of Oklahoma specializes in repossessed MF homes and in
giving a package deal that includes the refurbishing.
The total cost to us came out to be about 60% of brand new,
yet we would end up with essentially a brand new home
redecorated to our exact tastes – better than even what we
could get from the factory brand new.
We had complete control to add our own high quality
appliances, top notch interior re�inishing, and so on. All at a
fraction of the price of brand new.
Plans also included building a 30x60 steel prefab structure as
the MRH Of�ice, TMTV Studio, workshop, garage, and of course
space for Siskiyou Line 2.
The biggest major delay came from the refurbishing of the MF
home. We agreed it made the most sense to �irst set the home
on the land and then do the refurbish. The home didn’t get
placed on our property until late September.
The refurbishing and getting all the utilities brought into the
property (it was undeveloped land) didn’t get rolling until late
October. Then we had a lot of delays in November and Decem-
ber due to the holidays and the weather.

Moving in
The home was �inally ready enough for us to move in by late
January, but then we (both my wife and I) came down with
pneumonia and then strep throat, which delayed things
several weeks.
We �inally slept our �irst night in the new home by February 1.
We did several trips to the mini-storage taking van loads of
boxes back to our place. And on February 6th, we rented a
truck and got help from a local modeler moving the big stuff:
two couches, a heavy wood china cabinet, roll top desk, and

PUBLISHER’S MUSINGS | 2PUBLISHER’S MUSINGS | 2
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other sundry big items too large to
put in boxes.
Our son is a building contractor, and
ironically, his contracting �irm
actually got the contract to do the
refurbish on our place. By the time
we moved in, some baseboard still
needed to be installed [1] in the hall,
living room, dining room, and kitchen.
We have over 200 boxes to unpack,
so for now the house has boxes piled
in all the rooms.
We’re telling our friends the house
looks part construction zone and
part mini-storage right now!

1. As of our move in, a bit of
baseboard still needed installing.
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We’re unpacking a couple
boxes every day. I �igure
about 100 days to
completely unpack, which
gets us into late May. That’s
fully one year after we
pulled out of Oregon.
We never expected this
move to take this long.
That said, we have talked
to a number of folks who
tell us far worse horror
stories about their house building woes, thanks to all the
supply chain delays right now.
So living out of boxes for 9 months wasn’t fun, but it’s not as
bad as some people had it.

MRHMedia’s new home
One of our largest concerns has been operating MRH out of
boxes in a space with just enough room for a couple com-
puters. That’s been a challenge, not having access to the rest of
our of�ice equipment.

The MF home is about 1800 square feet, with three bathrooms
and four bedrooms. Even though we are empty-nesters, my
wife loves having family come for extended visits and having a
place to keep them – hence all the bedrooms and bathrooms.

The funding for the 30x60 outbuilding is waiting on the sale of
some property we own, and we’re hoping to sell that property
in 2023. Once that happens, we will erect the steel building.

In the meantime, we’re commandeering a couple of the
bedrooms for MRH of�ice space and TMTV studio space.
Essentially, I’m calling this phase 1 of our move. Phase 2 will

2. Every room has boxes piled in it like this,
yet to be unpacked.
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be erecting the steel
outbuilding. Once this goes
up, we will �inally get space
for the real MRH of�ice, a
soundproof TMTV studio, a
workshop, garage for the
cars, and of course space for
Siskiyou Line 2.

In the meantime, the MRH
of�ice [3] and the Train-
Masters TV studio space in
the bedrooms will have to do.
I’m expecting to also set up a
table saw outdoors on nice
days (stored in one of the
bedroom walk-in closets in
the winter) and begin
building the take 2 version of
a Siskiyou Line 2 TOMA
module or two.
If the real estate market picks
up this spring and summer,
then hopefully we will sell
our land and fund phase 2 of
the move!
The 30x60 outbuilding
Of course, I’ve started making
�loor plans for the steel
outbuilding. What self-
respecting model railroader
doesn’t start making plans
for his new layout space as
soon as possible?
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I’m aiming to have at least
800 square feet for
Siskiyou Line 2 layout
space. Siskiyou Line 1 �it
into an 810 square foot
space, so I’m aiming to
have SL2 �it into a similar
space. I’m not planning
for SL2 to be a mushroom,
I’m just going to keep
things simple and do a
single decked TOMA
layout this time.

PUBLISHER’S MUSINGS | 6

3. MRH finally has its own office space again!
The temp tables you see here will soon be
replaced by real desks.

4.My latest plan for the steel outbuilding has 822 + 50 or about 872 sq ft for layout
space. Siskiyou Line 1 fit in 810 sq ft, so I actually have a bit more space for SL2.
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Remember the 2023 reader survey
The 2023 reader survey mentioned last month is now
available to take, just visit this link:
WEB: mrhmag.com/mrh-2023-reader-survey
We’re planning to do a free drawing at the end of the survey and
give away some prizes.We’ll be giving away three 10” Android
tablets and a free lifetime subscription toMRHRunning Extra and
TrainMasters TV.

This survey gives us a lot of insight intowhat topics interest you
themost. Knowing that, we can deliberately commission articles
and videos on the topics ofmost interest. Please feel free tomake
comments – if someone suggests a topic we thinkwould be
helpful to the hobby regardless of how popular it might be, we
may go ahead and do an article/video on that aswell.�
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2nd Electrical Impulses: Fascia-mounted control panel
3rd Goingmodern on theNew JerseyDivision: 3
_____________________________________________________________________
Most liked articles in January 2023 issue ofRunning Extra…
1st Limited Modeler: How to stay motivated
2nd Getting Real:Modeling SP passenger cars
3rd Building self-aligning modules
If youwantmore of this type article, then like the article!
Click the Give us a like or comments button on each article
and press the like button on the article’s forum page if you
want to see more articles like these.�
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Compiled by JOE FUGATE

View the full thread on the MRH website

Scratchbuilt grain auger
MRH forummemberRockcity (Bill M.)wanted tomodel a grain
auger and he came upwith a clever solution using the core of an old
ink pen.Bill posted a video slide show to illustrate the entire process of
using the ink pen for this build.Bill goes on to say:
“Another thing on the list to not throwout:
empty ink pens!”
Yes, amost clever solution, indeed.

�MRH’SMONTHLYGREATMODELERPOSTS

Best of the

Model Railroad Hobbyist | February 2023
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View the full thread on the MRH website

1.MRH forummember Pruitt (Mark P.) struggled with getting good 3D
printed parts with most of his attempts failing. After askingMRH forum
members for help, he printed the details above successfully with their help!

3D prin�ngmodels
MRH forum member Pruitt (Mark P.) started a fascinating
thread logging his 3D printing woes. Getting a 3D printer in-
volves a lot of trial and error to home in on what it takes to
consistently get a good 3D print.

Mark outlined his frustrations with how his 3D prints gener-
ally failed, and sought advice on how to get more success. The
MRH forum members with more 3D printing experience under
their belt came to Mark’s aid. Mark reported his results:

“And �inally - success… I think I’m off and rolling. Thanks for all
the suggestions and support, everyone. I printed these oil drilling
pipe racks yesterday [1]. I think I’m getting the hang of it!”
Anyone who may be struggling with 3D printing problems
needs to check out this thread!
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View the full thread on theMRH website

2.MRH forum member billgill4 (Bill G.) modeled this amazing finely
detailed HO scale broom.

MRH forum member billgill4 (Bill G.) posted this photo of
the HO scale broom he made. Bill was thrilled with the result
(it does look quite good), until he realized he has a problem:

“After �inishing the broom I realized that the handles on all the
shovels, rakes and other hand tools that will be displayed near
the broom now need their 6″ thick plastic handles replaced
too.”

That’s the rub, isn’t it. Once you venture into accurate, �inely
detailed models, you suddenly notice how crude all your other
models are!

HO scale broom
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MRH forum member thewizard1 kicked off a photo-rich
thread about modeling an old shop building scene with lots
of details:

“I have had this FSM structure sitting on a shelf collecting dust for over
20 years. Sometime I buildwith a plan, sometimes I just gowith it and
seewhere it goes. On this project, I'm just going to seewhere it goes.”

From there thewizard takes us through the entire journey in pho-
tos as he constructs details for his structure scene.Many of the de-
tails have a fun side to them, like the doghouse above [3].
In addition, he adds lighting to the scene, aswell as shows us how
he details the larger scene to give the building a junk yard setting.
See all the fascinating details on the full thread!

BEST OF THEMRH FORUM | 4

3.MRH forummember thewizard1 has a thread about detailing an old
shop building. We love this doghouse with the license plate roof!

Old structuremakeover – junk yard build

BEST OF THEMRH FORUM | 5

View the full thread on theMRH website

4.MRH forummember
gmpullman (Edmund
T.) has started a bulk
weathering project
and he’s posted
several photos of his
work. Here is one of
several eye-candy
photos of this
project.Weathering
really brings your
fleet together with a
cohesive look.

5. We found this loco
kitbash and finishing
project caught our eye.
Much to our surprise,
it’s another gmpullman
project! He mentions
how he’s always
wanted to model one
of the Penn Central
“slap dash” E unit
locomotives, so he
kitbashed a LifeLike
P2K E-unit and then
painted it to look
suitably worn. Nice
work!

What’s on yourworkbench thismonth ...
Everymonth, there’s awhat’s on yourworkbench thread. Themost
recent thread has some great projects, aswe showbelow.
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PHOTOSANDVIDEOOF SUPERBMODELS

click to play video

KEN PATTERSON COVERS THIS MONTH:
- KEN BEGINS A FOUR-PART SERIES ON

BUILDING A SECTIONAL LAYOUT
- KEN INTERVIEWS BACHMANN’S LARRY HARRINGTON

V��� ������
��������

T��� ����� ���������� � ����-���� ������
�� �������� �� HOn3 sectional layout. Larry Harrington
then joins Ken to show some upcoming products from
Bachmann Trains.
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1. Ken had some extra wall space, so he decided to build a 1′x8′
shelf layout to provide a destination for his narrow-gauge trains.

Building a narrow-gauge railroad, part 1

V��� ������
��������

2. After finishing the shelf layout, Ken will show us how to build
a 5′x12′ layout that the shelf layout module – or other modules
– can slide into.

3. Ken is going to demonstrate his construction techniques in
detail from bare foam to finished layout.

Jim Six on how he
staysmotivated

Did you see this article?

Get full eBook now►
click here

Each eBook has 80-100 pages

in the JANUARY 2023 MRH RUNNING EXTRA!
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4. Starting with a painted sheet of foam, Ken roughs-in where
the tracks will go.

5. Ken has an interesting way of determining how long he
needs his turntable to be – he compares the length of his
longest locomotive to a plate from his kitchen, which he will
then use to draw the outer circle of the turntable pit.

6. Ken quickly cuts the turntable pit with a router. This is a two-
step process, with one cut for the deep center of the pit and
another for the shallower outside edge.

7. Ken uses a mix of Shinohara turnouts and MicroEngineering
flex track for his layout. Here he is using Liquid Nails to glue
down his track, having first soldered it together.

https://mrhmag.com/user/register
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8. After the Liquid Nails dries, Ken weathers the track with
brown spray paint from Krylon’s Camouflage line. He’ll use
sandpaper and other track-cleaning products to clean off the
top of the track. Note that he’s taped over the points of
switches to avoid getting paint in them.

9. Ken adds sifted dirt from his yard to start forming scenery.

10. After the dirt is laid in and some ground foam foliage added,
Ken soaks the entire layout in Woodland Scenics Scenery Cement.

11. Ken likes to be able to turn power on and off to individual
tracks, so he created this Plexiglas control panel. The two
silver toggle switches control track polarity or phase to the
turntable and lights for inside structures.
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12. The wires between the track, turntable, structures, and
control panel are run in routed-out tracks on the bottom of
the layout.

13. External power comes from a ¼″ microphone jack installed
in the end of the layout.

14. Holes for track feeders are punched with 1/8” tubing through
the foam into the wire tracks on the bottom or directly into the
control panel recess seen here.

15. Ken uses Great Stuff Pro foam to fill in the wire tracks on
the bottom of the layout. This keeps the wires out of the way
and ensures that they won’t catch on anything when the layout
is moved.
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16. After waiting a couple of hours for the Great Stuff foam to
dry, Ken uses a handsaw to cut it flush to the bottom of the
layout. Part 2 of the layout construction video will run in the
March “What’s Neat.”

17. Larry Harrington of Bachmann had samples of several
upcoming products to show Ken. The first is this HO scale
ACS-64, representing Amtrak #662 which has been wrapped in
graphics promoting TrainSim World 2.

18. Already
available in
other scales,
Bachmann's
bouncing
heads horse
car, as well
as a cattle
car and
Christmas
reindeer car,
are coming to
N scale.

19. Finally,
Bachmann
will be
releasing a
new shorty
caboose,
based on
ones used by

the Missouri Pacific and other railroads. Southern Pacific #1 was
intended to be the prototype for a new caboose series, but ended
up as the sole C-50-10 series caboose.

To see all of Ken’s construction tips andmethods as he puts to-
gether a new layout and the upcoming products fromBachmann,
click on the video link at the beginning of the article.�
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ROBERT WALKER FROM BLUERAIL TEAM DISCUSSES
COLLABORATIVE TESTING OF THE BLUNAMI …

V��� ������
��������

T�� S����T���� B������ ������ �� ��
�������� ������� ������ ���� integrates the
well-established BlueRailTrains wireless Bluetooth control
format with SoundTraxx DCC decoders. The name Blunami is a
combination of the Blu from BlueRailTrains and Tsunami. This
new product offers one of the simplest engine installation
formats with a complete array of operating features.
When operated in a conventional layout DCC signaling format, it
functions as a standard DCC decoder. It is unique in that it can also
be accessedwirelessly via Bluetooth using the newBlunami

Developing the
Soundtraxx Blunami

Model Railroad Hobbyist | February 2023

Electrical
Impulses

1. The initial bench test module for the Blunami.
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2. Our second test was on a small perf board. The gray and
orange wires went to the motor, the red and black to the
power supply. From top to bottom, the resistors went to the
front headlight, rear headlight, and FX3, with the function
common wire at bottom. The purple wires led to the speaker
connections at the far right of the board.

DEVELOPING THE SOUNDTRAXXBLUNAMI | 2
smart device app, which is based on thewell-seasoned
BlueRailTrains BlueRailDCC app.
It combines ease of installationwith a singlemodule tomount
and hook up, an extensive feature librarywith improved user
access, and total compatibility with battery power. Thismakes
Blunami an excellent product to satisfymany attributesmodelers
cited as key for aworthwhile control system upgrade. My test
results with this new product wentwell.
As recommended by SoundTraxx, the Blunami module was
�irst tested in the setup shown in [1]. With a 12VDC power
supply, we tested all operating elements, including motor
control, sound output, and forward/reverse headlight
operation. This is a highly recommended �irst step for any
locomotive control system upgrade project
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3. We used a Williams NW-2 diesel as our test bed for the
Blunami module and battery assembly.

The next step was to mount the Blunami module on a small
perf board [2]. It offered convenient terminations for the
various light and the speaker connections. It also provided a
mounting platform for the 1K resistors for each light feed.
The input power and motor drive leads come directly from
the Blunami module.
Next, we installed the module in a previously conventional
Williams NW-2 diesel in O scale [3]. We positioned the perf
board with attached Blunami module directly on top of an
11.1V, 1100mah lithium-ion battery, the primary power source.
The battery �it well directly on the engine frame. We fed the
battery power through an on-off switch at the rear of the
shell, along with a jack for monitoring battery voltage [4].
Rewiring the previously parallel-wired locomotive motors in
series was an important step on the installation. This
provided an increased margin in the Blunami module’s motor
current requirements and offered smooth motor control.
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S������ �������������� ���
O-27 �����������
Robert’s NW2 test locomo�ve was built for three-
rail O-27 track, which typically supplies AC power.

Williams uses DC motors in its locomo�ves, so they will work with
the Blunami, but AC motors will not. Make sure you are working
with a DC motor, and that your motor is properly isolated.

The BLU-2200 decoder Robert used in his installa�on is rated at
2.0 amps. It is adver�sed as being compa�ble with HO or small S
scale locomo�ves, though not for O scale or larger. For large scale
locomo�ves, Soundtraxx recommends its newly introduced BLU-
4408 decoder, rated at 4.0 amps.

Robert’s completed NW2 uses a lithium-ion ba�ery for power, not
the track. If you are running three-rail O scale and want to use
track power, Robert has provided instruc�ons for installing a rec-
�fier and voltage regulator on the Bluerail website: bluerailtrains.
com/running-bluerail-on-3-rail-ac-track-power.

J. Regier

4. Our NW2 test unit with the voltage monitor at far right.
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Running a Blunami equipped NW2 on the layout enabled a
complete review of all the Blunami features [5]. There are so
many available features it would take another article to
describe and discuss them thoroughly.
The smart device Blunami app is a new design that sorts out
some of the more commonly used DCC operating variations to
provide simpli�ied and easier user access [5]. The installation
and user guides available online are excellent sources of
information. We recommend the online video tutorials for
those interested in this new product.
The control systems landscape continues to evolve. All the
available approaches, many of which I have tested, seem to
work quite well. This bene�its modelers with a wide variety to
choose from, depending on what is most important in their
opinion. Ease of installation and the extensive feature
package make the new Blunami quite attractive. �
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5. The NW2 is on the test track. An iPad with the Blunami app
loaded is at left.
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Robert was a member of the BlueRail team
that collaborated with SoundTraxx on the
Blunami product. Robert shares his unique
“backroom” insights into testing and validat-
ing the Blunami product. █
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ROBERT H. WALKER
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Model Railroad Control Systems Geoff Bunza Project Boards • DCC Occupancy Detectors
CMRInet Compa�ble Nodes • Layout Telephone Systems • RFID Switchlist Generator • Switch Machines and Drivers
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Home of the only prototypically accurate
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and Proto:87.
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B��n��n� �
logging locomotive
to life …

JEFF JOHNSTON UPGRADES A BRASS 2-6-2TWITH TSUNAMI
SOUND AND TCS KEEP-ALIVE…
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1. The “original replacement” Sagami motor, flywheel and
Lenz decoder were a good fit inside the loco.

BRINGING A LOGGING LOCOMOTIVE TO LIFE | 3

Model Railroad Hobbyist | February 2023

T�� ����� ����� ����� I ��������� �� �
����������� a NWSL 2-6-2T in HO scale. I upgraded it
years ago with a Sagami 16x20 can motor with �lywheel and a
Lenz non-sound decoder. This was a powerful, smooth-
running setup that worked well for a long time.

M���� ���������
The 16x20 Sagami has a no-load 12VDC speed of 16,800 RPM.
That is crazy fast for a small logging-style locomotive! I had to
substantially dial down themaximum speed CV to get it to behave.
I bought a new motor on eBay per a friend’s recommendation.
The six-pole motor claims a high torque rating, and about
4000 RPM on 12V DC without load. The motor is extremely
smooth running.
The new motor is about 15mm square by 21.8mm long, with a
10.7mm x 2mm shaft. Its body has the following identi�ication
on two lines: SE15HOSLTP, and 22613K1A1.
There are numerous eBay options for this kind of motor and
the numbers vary somewhat, but the motors look the same and
have the same general speci�ications. For more information,
visit www.aliexpress.us/item/3256802122551386.html?
gatewayAdapt=glo2usa4itemAdapt&_randl_shipto=US.

N������������
Step one was removal of the old motor, �lywheel, and Lenz
decoder [1].

I unsoldered the decoder wires and unscrewed the brass motor
bracket from the frame. I could have made a new bracket, but
the old one worked �ine after I drilled a new 2-mm hole to ac-
commodate one of the two possible mounting screws [2]. Using
two screws would be ideal but one seems to do the trick.
The new motor shaft was a bit shorter than the old one. The
original NorthWest Short Line (NWSL www.nwsl.com) dog-
bone shaft was not long enough to connect the universal cups
on the motor and gearbox shafts. I needed to make a new
drive line.
I used a coarse �ile to knurl or “roughen” some 2mm shaft stock
[3] by moving a �ile back and forth, rolling the stock, with it
resting on a wood scrap, and the �ile perpendicular to the shaft.
The NWSL horned balls are made from slippery engineering
plastic, like Delrin. The rough spots on the 2mm shaft [4] help it
securely grab and hold the horned balls.

V��� ������
��������
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2. I drilled a new
2mm hole in the
original motor
bracket for the
Sagami to secure
the new square
can motor.

5. It’s not much longer, around
9mm, but the new drive shaft is
suitable to replace the too-
short NWSL shaft.

4. The shaft end
looks chewed up,
but the texture
keeps the horned
balls in place.

3. Knurling the new 2mm steel drive line shaft is a good
way to ensure the NWSL horned balls don’t slip once
installed. I moved the file perpendicular to the shaft.

6. The new drive shaft was just right.

I cut the new shaft about 9mm long [5]. After installing the
horned balls, the new drive line worked �ine [6].
A look inside the loco body revealed a modest amount of avail-
able space [7]. I had to remove some of the extra lead weights,
but not enough to seriously affect traction.
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7. Available space
for the DCC
hardware.

8. Blue painter’s
tape is my go-to
for temporarily
holding hardware
like the sugar cube
speaker and
Tsunami decoder
in place for test-
fitting.

9. I use a small
blob of modeling
clay to check
interior clearance
in the loco body.

10. The squished
clay reveals the
shape of the body
interior to indicate
available clearance.

I used a TDS SuperSonic Mini 15x11 speaker and its designated
enclosure (tonystrains.com/product/tds-supersonic-mini-15-x-
11-mm-speaker-sugar-cube), and painter’s tape to loosely fas-
ten it and the decoder in place [8].
It sounds great! The speaker placement was a slam-dunk be-
cause it occupied the same space as the �lywheel in the original
setup [1] and the decoder likewise �illed the same spot as before.
I knew the decoder would �it the same space as the original, but
wanted to verify the remainder of the interior vertical clearance.
To do that I placed a thin chunk of clay on the motor and speaker
area, topped by a small chunk of thin plastic so the clay wouldn’t
stick in the body [9].

Loosely installing the body and removing it squished the clay
down to match the inside dimensions [10]. This gave me an
approximate idea of what would �it.
Finding a spot for the Keep-Alive unit was next. I placed the new
Soundtraxx Tsunami 2 TSU-1100 decoder in the same location as
the original Lenzmodel [11], but the Train Control Systems (tcs-
dcc.com) Keep-Alive, piggybacked on the decoder, didn’t work.

T���, ������ ���� �����
Before getting too carried awaywith the install, I always test the
decoder functions [12]. It’s a lot easier to change things early on
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than after installation. My test unit includes a quiet motor with a
piece of white tape on the shaft so I can easily see if it’s rotating,
plus a speaker. Micro alligator clipsmake attaching the decoder
wires a snap.
With the red and black decoder wires connected to the rails, it’s
easy to determine that the decoder is in working order. I don’t
use a bunch of lights or other features, so I don’t include those on
the tester.
I attached the Tsunami decoder to themotor with Shoe Goo, a
shoe repair adhesive I use formany railroad projects [13]. Shoe
Goo sticks tometal and plastic like crazy, and dries quickly. Blue
painter's tape held the decoder in place while the glue dried.

T�� K���-A���� ������������
The locomotive’s short wheelbase, about 1-1/2 inches [14],
made this project a natural for a Keep-Alive installation.With
only an inch-and-a-half of electrical pickup, it doesn’t takemuch
dirty track to stall this little guy. Of all the stay-alivemodels avail-
able, the TCSmodel 1454/KA1 seemed the best match.

11. A follow-up
test-fit revealed
the TCS Keep-
Alive wouldn’t fit
as shown, so I
started looking
elsewhere for
space.

13. Shoe Goo, available at big-box
hardware stores and shoe stores, is
wonderful stuff for multiple purposes.

12. My motor and
sound test unit. You
could add lights or
whatever functions
are part of your loco
install projects.

14. This 2-6-2T has
just under 1-1/2″ of
electrical pickup so
it’s a fine candidate
for a stay-alive
device, in this case a
Keep-Alive from TCS.
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I hoped to keep the chassis, decoder, and so on as one unit to
avoid chassis-to-bodywiring. That didn’t work out.
I found a good spot for the Keep-Alive above the factory boiler
weight, next to the boiler [15]. This called for someminor �iling
of the top of the weight to increase clearance to slide the Keep-
Alive forward.

W����� ������� �������
Wrangling and connecting the tiny wires that are part of today’s
modern decoders can be a challenge. You canmanage just �ine if
you take your time andwork slowly.
Some time back, I had to solder the leads to amotor’s terminals
that were tightly packed between themotor and �lywheel. To do
this, I �iled a 25-watt pencil-type soldering iron tip �lat to create a
narrow tip that can reach into tight places with ease [16]. There
wasmore space available this time, but the narrow tip still came
in handy [17].
After attaching themotor and speaker wires, I tested the decoder
again to ensure all was well before proceedingwithmorewiring.
I do frequent hardware tests as I work on a project, as it’s easier
thanwaiting until the job is done and discovering something is
amiss [18].

I use extra-small heat-shrink tubingwhen joining thewires after
soldering. Kapton tape helpedme keep thewires secure and
away frommoving parts.

15. The Keep-Alive
is tucked between
the boiler weight
and the top of the
boiler.

16. I filed the now
well-used soldering
iron tip to a thin
blade (left) to safely
reach tight spaces.

17. Tight clearance was not a problem while attaching the
motor wires from the decoder, but it still helped me to avoid
the speaker enclosure as a nearby meltable item.
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I also use sewing thread to help bundle wires [19]. Thread is �lex-
ible and doesn’t take upmuch space. A couple of knots and a dab
of extra-thin ACC secures the thread.

18. Testing the
motor and speaker
with the wires
attached.

W������� ��
The �inished ready-to-be-reassembled locomotive is a typical
semi-mess of wires and Kapton tape [20]. In this view I still
needed to bundle and route some of the wires sowhen the loco
body is installed, nothing interferes with themoving drive line.
Before securing the body in place, I set the chassis on the rails
and laid the body on an adjacent foam pad. This allowedme to do
a �inal test with everything installed and connected.
This also allowedme tomake the initial sound level, whistle, and
bell choice settings. I would further readjust them after some op-
erating time.
Installing all the hardware needed for a sound-equipped locomo-
tivemay seem daunting at �irst, but boy, is it worth it! A proper
motor is likewise a great investment for themodel’s operation.

19. Wrangling and managing the decoder wires in a tight
space requires some fiddling. I use sewing thread, with the
knots secured with thin ACC, to help bundle the wires and
keep them away from moving parts.

20. With the installation complete the last step is a final test
before buttoning up the model.
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Jeff, a video producer and host of RVing
Today Television in the recreational vehicle
industry, has been an HO scale hobbyist
since his childhood days. His articles and
photographs have appeared in the major
model railroading publications, and he
authored “The MDC Shay Handbook” with
Oso Publishing Company. He and his

modeler wife Pam model the Sugar Pine Lumber Company/
Minarets & Western Railway circa September, 1927. Their
double-deck layout occupies a 10 x 24 room with their side-
by-side workbenches next door. █

JEFF JOHNSTON

21. Tillamook Bay & Beaverton 2-6-2T no. 35 spots cars at the
coal dock.

The �irst time you �ire it up and it moves andmakes the proper
sounds, themodel come to life [21]. The newmotor and decoder-
related hardware in this 2-6-2Tmade all the difference.
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MICHAEL ANTEAU FIXES A VERTICAL KINK IN
FINISHED, BALLASTED TRACK …

V��� ������
��������

T���� ��� ���� ������� ��� ������ ���
���������� ����� �������� track. Each has bene�its
and drawbacks, and a search of anymodeling forumwill �ind hot
debate on the topic.
OnmyHO scale Nicholas &Ashley Creek Ry. I usewhite glue to af�ix
the cork roadbed, track, and ballast. I use full-strength glue for the
roadbed, and fasten the trackwith a thin line on the bottomof the ties.
I hold the track in placewith pins or spikeswhile the glue dries.

Repairing finished trackwork

Model Railroad Hobbyist | February 2023

1. Nicholas & Ashley Creek Ry.
consolidation no. 35 rolls over a newly
repaired transition.
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3. Cardboard
shims to support
the lifted track.
Cereal boxes
provide a free
source of
cardboard for
many projects like
this, including
track shims,
structure
mockups, road
bases, signs,
spray paint
baffles, and more.
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2. This
vertical kink
caused
longer-
wheelbase
locomotives
to derail.

4. I used plastic
dropcloths to
protect the
electronics for
signals from water
drips.
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Finally, I �ix the ballast in place by spraying it with “wet”water and
dribbling on a 60/40mix ofwhite glue.When dry, the glue and ballast
hold the track �irmly in place.

I have used thismethod onmany layouts, and itmakes changes easy.
Saturating the trackwith “wet”water andwaiting about 15minutes
will soften the glue so the track can bemoved or removed. I removed
all the track and switches froma 12’x14’ layout undamaged in this
manner for reuse onmy current layout.

I have three coalmines on theN&AC, and Iwanted the siding to drop
belowmainline track level for one of them. I thought I had a smooth
vertical curvewhen I laid the track. But after ballasting the track and
adding scenery, I found a sharp vertical kinkwhere the siding joined
the switch [2].
I didn’t discover the problem until I tried running a 2-8-0 over the
joint. Smaller wheelbase locomotives, including a 2-6-6-2,
negotiated the kink, but the Consolidation lifted and derailed. To
�ix the issue, I needed to raise the siding so the transition would
be smooth and gentle.

Preparing to �ix the siding transition was simple. I cut cardboard
shims of various sizes from a cereal box for use as supports for
the raised track [3]. I also covered the electronics mounted
directly below where I would be working with plastic to prevent
water dripping down [4].

I began the repair by soaking the track with a spray of “wet”
water, which I made by adding a couple of drops of dish detergent
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to a spray bottle [5]. It was easy to control the spray and contain it
to the track and ballast, avoiding the surrounding scenery.

When the ballast was loose around the track, I slipped a putty
knife under the ties and gently pried up the track [6]. I was happy
to see the ballast stayed between the ties. I left it in place to make
re-ballasting easier.

I slipped cardboard shims under the track in several places,
moving them back-and-forth until they removed the kink at the
turnout and created a smoother vertical curve [7]. This took a
little trial-and-error. The smaller shims proved the most useful in
creating a smooth curve.

I tested the new track shape by running my 2-8-0 back-and-forth
over the transition and all the way down to the mine. When I was
satis�ied that the new contour was smooth and I had no
derailments, I left the track to dry. There was still enough original
ballast to hold the track in its new shape.

5. I resprayed the area
three times with wet water,
allowing it to soak in for
about 10 minutes each
time. This loosened the
ballast and track without
disturbing the roadbed or
surrounding scenery.

6. Gently prying up the
track and old ballast with a
putty knife.

7. Slipping cardboard
shims under the track.

V��� ������
��������

https://mrhmag.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com
https://mrhmag.com
https://mrhmag.com/magazine/mrh2023-02/repair-trackwork


Michael comes from a railroading
family. His grandfather was an engineer
for the C&O, and his father was an
engineer for CSX.
Michael was �irst bitten by the model
railroad bug watching his dad’s Lionel

trains, and he built his �irst 4x8 layout at the age of ten.
Michael is now working on his “dream” layout, a
prototype-freelanced coal hauling railroad set in
transition-era West Virginia.
Michael lives in Northwest Ohio and works in
Information Technology. He is married and has two
grown children. When he is not working on the Nicholas
& Ashley Creek RY, Michael enjoys playing piano, biking,
hiking, and traveling. █
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After the repair had dried for 24 hours, I applied new ballast to �ill in
the ballast contour and repair the scene [8]. Once the repair was dry,
I again tested my 2-8-0 to �ind the performance smooth and
�lawless. With a little weathering, my track repair was complete.�

8. The repaired track is ballasted, and trains run smoothly again.
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JEFF PALMER REVIEWS THE SECOND VOLUME OF JOE
FUGATE’S MAKE IT RUN LIKE A DREAM SERIES …

J�� F����� ������� ���M��� �� R�� L��� �
D���� series of books to bring together the best advice,
experiences, and practices of experts from around the hobby. In his
�irst book on trackwork, Joe refers to this as “tribal knowledge,” the
sort of knowledge andwisdom that some in the hobby have amassed
through experience, butwhich are easily lost if nobodywrites it down.
Rolling Stock is the second book in the series, published in 2018. Joe
discusses the best practices and experiences on how to give your
rolling stock the repeatable, reliable performance you desire. Topics
include carweight, trucks, wheel sets, couplers, andmore.

We’ve all had cars that do not performwell for one reason or another:
some derail when coupling, others pick turnout frogs. Still others

Model Railroad Hobbyist | January 2023

Run like a Dream: Rolling stock

Model Railroad Hobbyist | February 2023
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1. Make it Run Like a Dream:
Rolling Stock cover.
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seem to derail for no apparent reason. Get out your yellowmarkers
and startmaking notes as Joe shares knowledge about rolling stock.
Rolling Stock is organized into these chapters:
Chapter 1: Re�ining the dream:Minimal variation
Chapter 2: Preventative: Testing your equipment
Chapter 3: Preventative:Wheels and trucks
Chapter 4: Preventative: Couplers
Chapter 5: Preventative: The car body
Chapter 6: Preventative: Carweight
Chapter 7: Carmaintenance: Doing a regular checkup
Chapter 8: Diagnosis and debugging
Chapter 9: Other rolling stock considerations
Most of us buy our cars ready-to-run, or requiringminimal assembly
before hitting the rails. Butwhat about those carswe’ve owned for a
while that have become aged andworn? Those out-of-shape, grungy
cars can bene�it from a little attention, just like our layouts.

C������ 1
Chapter 1 openswith a reminder fromMike Confalone (Allagash
Railway): “Good performance doesn’t happen by accident.”
It continueswith advice fromW. EdwardsDeming: “Don’t select a
product primarily based on price tag. Insteadminimize total cost.
Move toward a single supplier for any one item, based on experience
with their product consistency and building a relationship of trust.”
This chapter sets the goal of achieving predictable rolling stock
performance. The key to accomplishing this goal is reducing variation,
setting standards, and keeping them. In our case, we are talking about
carweight, trucks, wheel sets, and couplers, overwhichwe have
direct control.
To help us get started, Joe shares a summary of his Siskiyou Line
standards, and those of severalmodel railroad clubs fromaround the
country. He supplied links to these clubs, though I found some of the
links to be broken inmyPDF version of the book. The gist is that
establishing standards and keeping them is key to reliable, consistent
rolling stock performance..

C������ 2
Chapter 2, or as I refer to this chapter, “The Gathering,” is about
collecting the right test equipment to evaluate your rolling stock. You
will need a test track, a handmirror, anNMRAgauge, plate glass, a
protractor and angle �inder tool, and a scale.
Themost fundamental tool is a simple test track. I builtminemany
decades ago using a piece of �lex track [2]. Mine uses a separate
rerailer; Joe built his rerailer in. Bothwork equallywell.
Howyou build your test track is not important, the point is to have an
instrument thatwill provide consistent results. I used clear adhesive
chalk to gluemy track down. Joe used Insta-Flex+ CA glue [3].
The next toolsmentioned in the chapter are amirror facilitate seeing
the underside of a car on the track, and a small sheet of glass to test
wheel contactwith the track. All need to be in equal contact.
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2. My test track.

5. General Tools protractor and angle finder.

6. I use this
electronic scale.

3. Insta-Flex+ is available from a variety of
vendors like HobbyKing and BSI on Amazon.
It’s a clear, rubber-toughened CA adhesive.

4. The venerable NMRA gauge.

I use themirror for both purposes. I �ind it allowsme to better see the
slop on eachwheelset.
TheNMRAgauge speaks for itself [4]. The real surprisewas the use of
General Tools’ protractor and angle �inder. I have often used this tool
in construction, but never to helpme setupmy railcars [5]. This

instrument can be foundwhere General Tools are sold, including
HomeDepot, Lowe’s, andAmazon.
The last tool on Joe’s list is a simple scale. A letter scale fromWalmart
will work. I used a lab scale left over from the days Iworked as a lab
tech and chemist intern [6].
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S���� ����� ���� �������
The one tool I do not see listed is a scale ruler to
help determine the appropriate NMRA standard
car weight [7]. I know Joe used a paper scale with

inches, scale feet, and ounces that he glued down alongside his
test track since it was in an illustra�on on pages 18 and 19.

The simplest way to create a scale ruler for your test track is to print
one. Rulers for a variety of scales are available at: www.printableruler-
s.net/category/hobby. Once printed, add the NMRA standard weight
informa�on for every half inch of length and cut it out [8].

I wanted to set up my ruler so the HO scale ruler and the full-scale
ruler would share a common center line, so I le� about 1/4″ below
the 12″ ruler side when I was cu�ng my scale ruler out. I then cut
the ruler along the middle, lined them along a common line, and
taped them together [9].

J. Palmer

7. Commercially available scale ruler.

9. The same ruler as [8] but rearranged so that the standard
side and the scale side of the ruler share a common line.

8. HO scale ruler from www.
printablerulers.net/category/
hobby. I left 1/4″ below the
full-scale ruler for optional
modifications discussed
below.

Twoother important tools presented in this chapter are both
documents. The �irst is theweight standards page from theNMRA
website (nmra.org/beginner/weight), which is based on theNMRA
Recommended Practices for CarWeight document (www.nmra.org/
sites/default/�iles/standards/sandrp/pdf/rp-20.1.pdf) [10]. The
second document is the Siskiyou Line Equipment Checklist.
The Siskiyou Line Equipment Checklist was very helpful tome. I had
created a checklist ofmy own, but the conciseness of the Siskiyou
checklistmademe realizemine neededwork.

C������ 3
Chapter 3 covers the topics ofwheelsets and trucks. Joe openswith a
discussion ofmetal vs. plastic forwheels and axles. Hemakes the case
formetalwheels and axles, especially for block occupancy detection,
since itmakes for an easier to setup.
I use Kadeewheelsets exclusively, and I’ll be happy to compare Kadee
wheelsets to those of any other vendor. I got startedwith Kadee early
inmymodeling because I liked their look and performance, and have
stuckwith them since.

10. NMRA weight standards table. Looking at the HO scale
recommendation of 1 ounce per car, plus 1/2 ounce per inch
of length, a 40′ HO box car – 6″ long – should weigh 4 ounces
(1 + (0.5 x 6)).
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12. Micro Mark’s truck tuner
and truck-spreading pliers
combination (#82838K).

13. Kadee Greas-
em and Max V
Lube are two
common dry
graphite
lubricants.

Joe also provides insight onwhich diameterwheelset to use andwhen
[11].This can be especially important if you are upgradingwheelsets or
trucks on your rolling stock. If a carwas designed for 36″wheelsets, using
33″wheelsets can change the coupler height enough for failures. Ed.
Oneof the interesting things found in this chapter theNMRAScale
Wheels Standard (www.nmra.org/sites/default/�iles/standards/
sandrp/pdf/s-4.2_2019.01.04.pdf). The standardde�ines the distance
between thewheels, �lange depth, treadwidth, and other dimensions,
but does not de�ine axle length. I did not realize the variationwith the
differentwheel sets.
Variation in in axle length determines slop, the side-to-side distance a
wheelset can travelwhenmounted in a truck’s sideframes.Without
slop, awheelset can bind,which creates drag and forces the engine to
workharder. However,with toomuch slop, a car can rock non-
prototypically, derail, or uncouple unexpectedly.
Remember the goal is to have a functioning truckwhere thewheelsets
roll freely. Keeping inmind thatmanufacturers engineer their
sideframes for a speci�icwheelset, it behooves us to �indwheelsets that
closelymatch themanufacturer’s original speci�ications. Page 31 in the
bookprovides someexcellent tables tomatch after-marketwheelsets
to stock trucks.
Joe provides an excellent tutorial on how tomake someminor
adjustments to improve the performance of a newsetup. Someof the

tools used to accomplish these improvements includeMicro-Mark’s
truck tuner (#82838) and truck-spreading pliers (#87936),which are
sold together as a set (#82838K) [12].
The truck tuner reconditionsHO truck bearings, so cars roll smoother
with less friction. Simply insert the tool in place of awheelset and
rotate the shank. The truck-spreading plierswork to ease removing
and insertingwheelsets.
Use a good graphite lubricant on the bearings such asKadeeGreas-em
orMaxVLube. Joe points out that there aremanydry graphite
lubricants thatwillwork [13].

11. This table shows which wheelsets fit best with various cars.
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Joe concludes this chapterwith the topic of “resistancewheelsets” for
occupancy detection. I have zero experience or skillwith resistance
wheelsets, so I’ll defer all knowledge about occupancy detection and
signaling to Joe. This is one of those chapters youwillwant to read
more than once.

C������ 4
Chapter 4 discusses couplers and correct coupler height adjustments in
detail. If the cars can’t stay coupled reliably, there is no opportunity for
goodoperation.
As cars go around curves or up anddowngrades, couplers constantly
changeposition.When you factor in the use of uncoupling sticks to pick
the couplers during an operation session, our couplers take a lot of
wear and tear. If they are improperly aligned orwornout, they can fail.
Aswithwheels in the previous chapter, the discussion turns tometal
vs. plastic. Plastic couplers tend to bemore subject towear and tear
thanmetal, and they requiremoremaintenance.
Since I startedwithmetal Kadee couplers,most ofmy experience
involves them. I haveworkedwithMcHenry, Sergent, Bachmann,
Walthers, and others over the years, but I have always replaced them
withKadee. Though someofKadee’s competitors’ products aremore
to scale, Kadee has beendurable, reliable, easy to install, and they look
good enough forme.
Theprimary tool for testing couplers is a test trackwith, inmy case, a
Kadee#205CouplerHeight Gauge [14]. Kadee alsomakes a plastic
Height Gauge#206. MicroMarkmakes height gauges.
Kadee couplers andother similarly designed couplers,metal, or plastic,
havemagnetic trip pins to facilitate uncoupling. If too low, they can
catch on turnouts or ties, but if too high, theymaybe out of range for
themagnetic uncouplers.
The small tab underneath the trip pins on theKadee gauge gives the
correct height for the trip pins [14]. I useKadee trip pin pliers (#237)

to help adjust the trip pins [15]. The key to using this tool is LIGHT
pressure to adjust the pin height.
Aswith allmoving components, lubrication is important in reducing
wear andkeeping the couplers fully functional. Use a graphite lube.
As you read this chapter, take the time to note theweathering of the
couplers provided; this is greatmaterial. Did you catch the “Chester
Philosophy?” Look for a tip onpage 46.

C������ 5
Though the chapter is entitled “CarBody,” I thought it should be
renamed to “Trucks” as Iwas reading it. As a contestmodel builder, one
of the �irst things I do to see if a structure is square is to place it on a �lat
surface andpress downon each corner to see if it rocks. If it rocks, it is
out of plumbandneedswork.

14. Kadee #205 coupler height gauge.
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15. Kadee trip pin pliers.

16. Machinist’s square.

17. My NMRA box car comes
out at 3.738 oz., which is just
short of NMRA’s recommended
4 ounces for a car of its length.

The equivalent of doing thiswith cars is to tighten the truckmounting
screwuntil the trucks are straight butwill not turn. Don’t get carried
away. Youdonotwant to strip the threads in the socket for the truck
mounting screw. Snugwill do.
Set the car on a �lat surface and check that eachwheel onboth trucks is
touching. Use a small (12x12or so) piece of plate glass or amirror for
this. You canuse amachinist’s square tomake sure the sides of the car
are plumbandperpendicular to the �lat surface [16]. You’re looking for
awarpedor out-of-plumbbase, like unevenbolsters.
Chapter 5 covers this process exceptionallywell, but Joe carries it one
step farther: He tilts the car. Thatwas new forme, but as he explains
anddemonstrates, itmakes sense.
Many times, layout trackage is unevenor superelevated, causing the
car to tilt or rock. Howmuch tilt or rock is toomuch?Atwhat pointwill
this action cause the car to uncouple? This discussion is also related to
weight,which is a great lead-in for the next chapter.

C������ 6
Chapter 6, the last preventativemeasures chapter, discusses carweight.
Aswithmanymodelers ofmy era, I grewuponNMRArecommended
practices. As I read the chapter, I got sucked into the issue of carweight,
“should I remove or addweight?”
TheNMRAbox car in [14 and17] ismy standards car, towhich I
compare all other rolling stock. TheNMRAhas setweight standards
thatmanufacturers strive tomeet. This allowsus to enjoy the hobby
without having to check and totally rebuild every locomotive and car.
Most carmanufactures tend to over-engineer their products for
durability, reliability, safety, and our enjoyment. All-metalwheels and
trucks are part of those over-engineered components.
TheNMRAstandards are not the only ones out there. TheOrganization
ofModel Railroaders andRailway Friends Europe (MOROP) has
established theNormsof EuropeanModel Railways (NEM)www.
morop.org/images/NEM_register/NEM_E/nem302_en_2015.pdf.
AustralianModel RailroadAssociation (AMRA) also has its own
standard amra.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/AMRA-
Carriage-Mass-standard.pdf.
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These standards are slightly different. As discussed, a 40’ boxcar
should weigh 4 oz. by NMRA standards, but NEM standards call
for 2.9 oz, and AMRA standards for 2.1 oz. for the same boxcar.
At 3.78 oz., my NMRA box car is heavier than NEM and AMRA
standards, but slightly lighter than those of the NMRA. Still, it
performs well, rolls on the slightest of inclines, and couples easily.
Slight deviations from standard do not seem to affect
performance.
However, consistent weight matters. Several of my scratchbuilt
�latcars tended to derail on curves if they were in the middle of a
train. After checking the track, the trucks, the couplers, and the
weight, I found their only de�iciency was their weight, which was
1.9 oz. each. When I added 2 oz. loads to the cars, the problem
went away.
What drove me crazy was that if I ran just the �lat cars, or ran
them at the end of the train, no problem. I ran the cars in the
middle, derailment. So, what was happening?
I remembered Newton’s Second Law of Motion from high school
physics. On a curve, the light cars were caught between the drag of
the heavier trailing cars and the straight-line force of the engines.
Because the �latcars’ weight was insuf�icient to hold them on the
curved rail, they lifted and derailed.
The last important point in this chapter about weight has to do
with coupling. I have had to chase cars around a siding trying to
couple because the tension strength of the coupler springs offset
the car’s weight. This caused the car to roll away from the
coupling, especially when I was attempting to ease into a couple.
I should not have to run the engine at “ramming speed” to get
cars to couple, so I want my cars to have enough weight for
easy coupling. This chapter takes us through how to determine
the proper weight for your railroad. Check out the various
methods used to affect weight and make decisions appropriate
for your layout.

C������ 7
Chapter 7 discusses CarMaintenance: Doing aRegular Checkup. The
chapter opens by trying to get us organized. I know I’mguilty of not
keeping an accurate roster ofmy equipment.Most of us just point to
our staging yard and say “There’smy roster. It’s all onmy car cards or
switching list.”
The roster described in this chapter is aboutmaintenance and
maintaining an accurate log of repairs. Again, it’s about setting and
maintaining standards for scheduled cleaning ofwheels, lubing of the
bearings, and inspections tomake sure cars are not broken.
One of the big nuisances all of es experience is the black gunk that
collects onwheels. If youwant to experience one of thosemoments of
“tribal knowledge,” this is it. The procedure is direct and simple.

C������ 8
Chapter 8 takes a deepdive into diagnosis anddebugging. The chapter
opens by challenging us to put upwith derailments no longer. How
many layouts can you go towhere the only derailments are the result of
an operationalmiscue?
To get to this point requires effort. Keeping detailed notes ofwhere on
the track a derailment occurs, andwhich car is involved is helpful for
future occurrences. It’s the old cry for “DOCUMENTATION.”
I knowmymemory for keeping suchdetails inmyhead is not good. I
neednotes. This chapter provides a sample log,which is very helpful
for getting started.
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The chapter continues one of themost important topics inmodel
railroading:wheels.Wheelsetsmust act in unison in trucks. If one
wheel set is out of parallelwith the other, youwill get scuf�ing and
possible rocking. Close examination is required to determine if it’s a
sideframeof an axle issue.
Is your rolling stock old?Anotherwayof asking this question is,when
cleaning yourwheels, did younotice if thewheelswere pitted?Did the
wheels havewear grooves, or are there �lat spots?
Ifwhatwe’ve talked about so farwasn’t enough, check out the topics
on truckmovement, coupler swing, and the in-depth article on
Walthers Passenger Cars. This is great stuff. The skills taught canbe
applied universally to any of our rolling stock.

C������ 9
Joewraps uphis book of “tribal knowledge”with a few �inal tidbits on
bullet-proo�ing details like brakewheels and stirrup steps. Other �inal
notes include short coupler shanks, shimmer, andbraking cars on a
grade. Don’t forget to read the �igure captions; they are a treasure trove
of information.
Thewealth of knowledge in this book leavesmeeagerly awaiting his
“Locomotive” book. I like the bookswell enough that I ownboth the
hardcopy and thePDF. I like the touch and feel of printedmedia, and
being able to highlight and take notes in themargins, but I like the
convenience of clicking onURLs and getting the associatedmaterial.�
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Jeff spent 50 years developing software,
and 25 years as a college professor.
During that time, he was a modeler. He
loves to build structures, bridges,
scenery, and locos, and his interest is in
logging and mining (narrow gauge). He
enjoys the ruggedness of logging and
mining railroads, and the scenery and
landscape. Model railroading allows

him to expand his skill set, work with his hands, and
share with his friends, the things he has learned.
About two years ago, he completed his MMR (Master Model
Railroader) certi�icate from the NMRA. During that journey,
he had the privilege of meeting many modelers he looked
up to. He hopes to be a part of that group someday. █

JEFF PALMER
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� GREATMODELER VIDEOS ON THEWORLDWIDEWEB

Making carsmore derailment-proof
YouTuberClassicModel Trains has a channel focusing on the “clas-
sic”model trains in the hobby thatweremade from the 60s through
the 90s.Many of us still have a lot of thosemodels around, so this
channel looks at how tomake these cars performbetter.

In this video, he focuses onhow to solve the
most commonderailment problemswith
these cars. Lots of great advice onwhat to
do to get those cars to stay on the track!�
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INDUSTRY NEWS
Charlie Vlk 1945-2023
Charles Robert Vlk, a lifelong railfan and early N scale modeler,
passed away February 6 at his home in Mount Juliet, Tennessee.
He was 78 years old. Charlie was an architect who worked with
numerous model railroad manufacturers as a product
development specialist. He worked at All Nation Hobby Store in
Chicago while attending college. He later worked for Jim Conway
at JMC/Con-Cor for several years where he developed N scale
pilot products using Rivarossi and Roco components. For several
years Charlie worked full-time in product development for
KatoUSA. He also represented Kato on the NMRA DCC
Committee. He is credited with inventing the drop-in decoder
board. Charlie established the N Track Model Railroad Club in
Nashville and was active in the Tennessee Live Steam Club.
Michael B. Brock 1938-2023
Mike Brock, the founder and genial host of the Prototype Rails
RPM meet held annually in Cocoa Beach, Florida, passed away
January 2, 2023. Under Brock’s guidance the annual event
became one of the premier RPM meets in the nation, attracting
many of model railroading’s most knowledgeable clinicians,
manufacturers and skilled modelers. Brock, a resident of Merritt
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inside length in St. Cloud,MNbeginning in 1949.
Info: www.gnrhs.org
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NMRA’s Carolina Piedmont
Division, plans to offer anHO
scale kit for a Norfolk Southern
70-ton triple-bay hopperwith
offset sides this fall. Themodel is

based on ex-B&LE cars leased byNS from the U.S. Railway
Equipment Co. in 1967. Two road numbers, 8613 and 8724, will
be available. The custom car kits are being produced by Accurail.
Info: cpd13.org
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NEW PRODUCTS FOR ALL SCALES

Morning Sun Books has
released volume 5 of
Canadian National Power in
Color, by Stephen M. Timko.
The focus is on modern
road power #600-4017.
This volume begins with the
600-series GO Transit
GP40TC leased to CN prior

to acceptance by GO Transit. It continues through #4017, which
includes the Century and M models by MLW and Bombardier,
the GMD GP35 and GP40, and �inally General Electric’s inroads
into the Canadian locomotive market.
Due for release this spring is Erie Lackawanna Trackside with
Allan H. Roberts & Arthur J. Erdman. The book covers the short
16-year period of the Erie Lackawanna from 1960 to 1976 before
Conrail absorbed the EL. Author Erdman presents a striking
photographic tour of the departed Route of Friendly Service.
Info: www.morningsunbooks.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Island, Florida, also founded the popular STMFC (Steam Era
Freight Car) discussion group. He was active in NMRA functions
for many years.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEW CLUB CARS
The Great Northern Railway
Historical Society is selling class
B2 boxcars decorated in �ive
different GN paint schemes. The
vermillion red scheme with

slanted Great Northern to the right of the door was introduced
in 1956.

TheBig SkyBlue paint scheme
with a largeRocky herald on the
rightwas applied fromMay1967
to 1970. This series correctly has
no running boards; however, the
ladders have not yet been lowered.
This vermillion red paintwith the
Great Northern road name in
Empire Builder script to the left
was applied fromOctober 1956
through 1962.
GN express box cars numbered in
the 2525-2549 serieswere
decorated in Pullman greenwith
yellow lettering from late 1950
through themid-1950s.
Glacier green paintwith a small
three-color herald on the left and
the Great Northern road name in
Empire Builder script on the right
was introduced in 1963. Great

Northern built the prototype 12-panel steel carswith a 40′ 6″

FEBRUARYNEW PRODUCTS FOR ALL SCALES | 3FEBRUARYNEW CLUB CARS | 2
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O SCALE PRODUCT NEWS
Haskell Co. and Narrow
GaugeModeling Co. have
released a line of On30
rolling stock models called
Short Lines. Consisting of
parallel lines of models for
both North and South
America and Europe,
Middle East, Asia (EMEA),

the American cars are 10% wider and have traditional journal
boxes and the EMEA models have round axle covers. Seven
different car designs have been released, molded in plastic and
including metal wheels and Kadee #148 couplers. The cars are
sold in packs of four, with four different combinations of cars.
Info: www.narrowgaugemodeling.com/on30-short-line
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Merritt 3D Designs & Printing
has released a body kit for the
East Tennessee & Western
North Carolina parlor car Azalea
No 10.
The On3/On30 kit consists of
3D printed body, frame, and
removable roof. Straight and
drop grab irons are included
along with wire for a handbrake

shaft. The kit does not include trucks, brake details, decals or
interior details.
Info: merritt3d.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

G��� IT � LIKE
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S SCALE PRODUCT NEWS
Scale Trains has announced its �irst
S scale product, the S-Helper Service
2-bay Peaked End Fishbelly Open
Hopper. Modi�ied from �lat ended
hoppers after World War II, the 55-

ton cars had peaked ends added to increase their capacity.

Roadnames for the hopper are
Atlantic Coast Line, Chesapeake &
Ohio, Lehigh Valley, Norfolk &
Western, Reading, and Western
Maryland.

Roadnames for the hopper areAtlantic Coast Line, Chesapeake&
Ohio, LehighValley, Norfolk&Western, Reading, andWestern
Maryland.

Themodel features amolded plastic
body, metal handrails and grab irons,
die-cast sprungmetal trucks, and a
detailed brake system. Both high-rail
and scale wheels and couplers are

included in the package. Preorders are due by February 27, 2023.
Info: scaletrains.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS
Arrowhead is booking advance
orders for a new production
run of HO scale Committee
Design triple-bay coal hoppers
decorated for Rio Grande. The

D&RGW stenciling includes a 10-1960 delivery date. The
prototypically accurate model features an etched metal brake
step, separate air hoses, Kadee #58 couplers and 70-ton ACF

FEBRUARYHO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS | 5FEBRUARYO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS | 4
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Athearn F3s decorated for
Chicago & North Western
represent Phase IV units
with dual headlights and
full side skirts.

Southern Paci�ic models
will be F3 Phase II units
with dynamic brakes, a
freight-style front pilot,
and skirts.

TheMononunit in this
releasewill beanF3with
Type1sidepanelswith
chickenwire screensand

threeportholes. Additional features includedual headlights anda
backup light.

The distinctive feature on
the PRR F3s is the roof top
Train Phone antenna on
the A units. Additional

details include dynamic brakes, a passenger style pilot, lifting
lugs, and Farr stainless steel side grilles.

The Atlantic Coast Line unit
is an F7 Phase 1 locomotive
with skirts, a freight-type
pilot, dual headlights, and

Farr stainless steel side grilles. Only A units will be offered in
this road name.

TheF7unitsof theCharleston
&WesternCarolinaRailroad,
whichoperatesasasubsidiary
of theAtlanticCoastLine,

share the featuresandpaint schemeof itsparent company.
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Ride-Control trucks with CNC machined metal wheels. Twelve
road numbers will be available.
Info: www.arrowheadmodels.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Athearn has announced its
production schedule for
new models to be released
in March 2024. Heading the

T�� B������� �����
EMD’s Blomberg truck is a two-axle, two-motor truck developed in
1939 for EMD’s FT locomo�ve series. The truck is named a�er
Mar�n Blomberg, the EMD engineer responsible for the eminently
successful design. The original Blomberg truck, and its subsequent
varia�ons, are easily iden�fied by the prominent U-shaped outside
swing-hanger that supports the ellip�cal bolster spring. EMD used
the Blomberg truck on its BB locomo�ves, including the F series, un�l
the early 1970s when it introduced a two-axle Flexicoil truck on the
MP15 road switcher. In 1954 Irv Athearn hired a freelance die maker
named Doug Darnell to create tooling for a Blomberg truck. To accu-
rately replicate the model in HO scale, Darnell first built an accurate
4x acrylic model of the truck, then used a 3D pantograph die cu�er

to sink the die.
Today’s proto-
type modelers
s�ll consider

Athearn’s model the best example of an HO scale Blomberg truck.

R. Bale

list is a series of EMD FA and FB units. The HO scale Genesis
models are based on prototypes built by Electro Motive Division
between September 1946 and December 1953. Like the
prototype, Athearn’s HO scale versions ride on Blomberg trucks.
Both F3 Phase IV and F7 Phase I units will be available in Santa
Fe’s blue and yellow freight scheme. They will have a single
headlight and a backup light with a red lens and dynamic
brakes. The grilles along the top of the sides on ATSF F3 units
will have chicken wire screening. F7 units will have Farr
stainless steel grilles.

https://mrhmag.com/user/register
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Athearn’s�irst PNWRschemewill be in Primed for Grime. The
secondP&Wscheme is bright orangewith dual black bodybelts.

Featuresonall ofAthearn’s
GenesisGP39-2models in this
release includecouplercut

levers, trainlineandMUhoses,MUstands,walkway tread,windshield
wipers, lift rings,wiregrab irons,detailed fuel tankwith fuel �illers,
fuel gauges, andbreatherpipes; etchedmetal fangrilles, and full cab
interior.Themodelswill beequippedwithMcHenryknucklecouplers
andBlomberg trucks. Athearn’sF3,F7, andGP39-2 locomotives in
this reportwill beavailableasDCCmodelsandwithaDCCdecoder
withSoundTraxxTsunami2sound.DCmodelswill beDCC-readywith
a21-pinNEMconnector.

TheWabashpaint schemewill
beavailableonlyonanF7
Phase IAunit.Details include
dualheadlights, apassenger-

stylepilotandFarrsidegrilles. Featuressharedbyall of theGenesis
F3andF7models inAthearn’sMarch2024releasearecouplercut
levers, trainlineandMUhoses,windshieldwipers,wiregrab irons,
directional constant lighting, a fullydetailed fuel tankwith fuel �illers,
fuel gauges,breatherpipesandretention tanks, full cab interior, and
McHenryknucklecouplers.

Athearn’sMarch2024
productionschedule
includesagroupofHOscale
GenesisEMDGP39-2road

switchers.Therelease includesanex-RDGunitdecorated forCSXwith
frontandrearditch lights, andanair conditioningunitmountedon
thecabroof.

FeaturesonaSantaFeunit
includearebuiltPhase I
GP39-2ubodywitha
StratolightBeacononthe

cabroof.Note the fuel tankmovedtoward thebackof the locomotive.
Inaddition toarepaint,BNSF
added frontditch lights to this
ex-SantaFeGP39-2u.
TheDelaware&HudsonGP39-
2 inAthearn’sMarch2024
releaserepresentsaPhase I
bodywithchickenwireon the

sidesandasmallEMDpilotplowupfront.
Twodecoratingschemeswillbe
available forPortland&Western
includingonepatchedover the
originalSantaFescheme.PNWR

added frontandrearditch lightsandmovedtheheadlight to thenose.
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The VersaCoil car is a 50′ 6″ gondola developed by
FreightCar America to carry a variety of coiled metal in
protec�ve troughs. FreightCar America produces the
cars with 5, 7, 9 or 10 troughs in transverse or longitu-

dinal configura�on. Coils ranging from 30′ to 72′ can be loaded in six
troughs and 30′ to 4′ coils in four troughs. Phase 2 bodies introduced
a lightweight protec�ve hood of insulated steel or aluminum.

R. Bale
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This50′FMC5347cu. ft. boxcar is
included inAthearn’sMarch2024
release.

Inaddition toCentralofVermont, road
names for this releasewill beCSX,
MaineCentral,Railbox,CadizRailroad,
GreenMountainRailroad, andPanAm
Railways.

Roundhousebrandmodels coming
fromAthearnearlynextyear include
this50′PS-1boxcar.TheHOscale
modelhasYoungstownslidingdoors.

Roadnamesavailableon this release
will beMilwaukeeRoad,
Pennsylvania, SouthernPaci�ic,
WesternPaci�ic,AtlanticCoastLine,
andChicago,Burlington&Quincy.

Three-Packs of HO scale 25′ corrugated
containers with side panels will be
available from Athearn early next year.
Carrier names on this release will be

Container Transport International, K-Line, Hyundai, Hong
Kong Islands, Integrated Container Service, ITEL, SSI, and
Trans Freight Lines.
Info:www.athearn.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Atlas is scheduled to
release HO scale of General
Electric Dash 8-32B and
Dash 8-40BW locomotives

during the second quarter of 2024.

Dash 8-32modelswill be
available decorated for
Southern Paci�ic, Pan Am,

INDEX INDEXTABLE OF CONTENTS TABLE OF CONTENTSREGISTER
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Athearn is currentlypreparing
tooling foranHOscaleVersaCoil
gondola.ThenewGenesis series
model is scheduled for release in

March2024.BothPhase1(nocover)andPhase2versionsof the
prototypewill beoffered.

APhase1versionwill be
availabledecorated for
CanadianPaci�ic. Phase2
VersaCoil gondolaswith
coverswill beavailable for
NorfolkSouthern,

NorthwesternOklahomaRailroad, andMitsiRailCorporation.

All ofAthearn’sVersaCoil carswill come
withremovablecoil loads,detailed
underbodies,metal grab irons, coupler lift
bars, etchedmetal couplerplatforms,
rubber train linehoses, and100-ton
roller-bearing truckswithmachined

metalwheelswithrotatingbearingcaps.Aminimumtrackradiusof
22″ is recommended.

Athearnplans toreleasea60′
autopartsboxcar inMarch
2024.TheHOscalemodel is

basedonadesign jointlydeveloped in themid-1960sbySantaFe,
FordMotorCompanyandPullman-Standard.Roadnameswill be
Denver&RioGrandeWestern, SouthernRailway,Louisville&Nash-
ville, SSW-CottonBelt, andWesternPaci�ic.

DetailsonAthearn’sGenesis
model includewiregrab irons,
etchedmetal couplerplatforms,

coupler lift bars, trainlineandbrakehoses,McHenryknuckle
couplers, and100-tonroller-bearing truckswithmachinedmetal
wheelsandrotatingbearingcaps.

FEBRUARYHO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS | 11FEBRUARYHO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS | 10
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Providence &Worcester, RJ Corman,WesternMaryland, CSX, and
LMX-GE Leasing.

Road names for the Dash 8-
40BW locomotives built in
the early 1990swith a
North American Cabwill be

Santa Fe (YellowBonnet), Santa Fe (Blue Bonnet), Amtrak Phase
V, Amtrak California, and BNSF.

Themodelswill be
available for DC operation
and for DCCwith a
LokSound Select Dual-
Mode decoder.

NewHO scale freight cars coming
fromAtlas during the �irst quarter of
next year include a Trinity 17,600
corn syrup tank car. Features on the
AtlasMastermodel include

separately appliedmanway clamshell-style cover, a detailed
bottom outlet valve, separate heater coil pipes and brake detail,
and 100-ton roller-bearing trucks. The arrangement of the
manway, platform and ladderwill vary as appropriate to the road
name beingmodeled.

Road names on this releasewill be
GATX, Tate & Lyle, ADM, Cargill,
MNCX-Minnesota Corn Processors,
and Ontario Northland.
Also due fromAtlas during the �irst
quarter of 2024 is a group of 36′
wood reefers. The HO scalemodel is
based on prototype cars built in
1925 by General American Car Co.
for the Cudahy Packing Co.

Decorating schemes on this releasewill be Baum’s Better Beef,
Memphis Packing Corp., St. Louis Refrigerator Car Co., Swift,

Wilson, Kahn’s, andNuckolls
Refrigerator Line. Grab irons,
ladders, stirrup steps, and door
hardware are all separately

applied. Road speci�ic options include truss rods and two styles of
ice hatch. The carswill ride on 40-ton Bettendorf-type plain-
bearing trucks.

In 1961 American Car &
Foundry introduced the
cylindrical covered
hopper car primarily to
haul sand, clay, salt, grain,

and bulk plastics. Both three-bay and six-bay versions of the tank-
type car became popular. Atlas plans to release HO scaleMaster
series versions of the car during the �irst quarter of 2024.

Models of the triple-bay
hopperwill be available
decorated forWestroc,
Cargill Salt, Cemex, JM
Huber, Saskatchewan

Minerals,Wilkes-BarreMilling, and Ziegler Chemical.
Road names formodels
with six discharge bays
will include Kaiser
Aluminum, Norfolk &
Western, and BN in a

Bicentennial scheme.
Info: www.atlasrr.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bachmann has released a run of HO
scale EMD GP40 models. DCC
equipped roadnames in this release
include Southern Pacific, Boston &
Maine (Guilford), CSX, Canadian

National, and Milwaukee Road.
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Western, Jersey Central, Rio Grande, Seaboard, and Seaboard
Coast Line.

Added details include air
hoses, windshield wipers,
grab irons, coupler lift bars,

appropriate fuel tank, and blackened wheels with RP25
contours. A DC version comes with a 21-pin DCC plug and the
DCC/Sound version features an ESU LokSound V5 decoder.
Pre-orders for both locomotives are due March 29, 2023 with
delivery expected in Summer 2024.
Info: www.bowser-trains.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EasternSeaboard
Modelshas entered the
HOscalemarketwith
the release of accurately

detailedmodels ofAARclassXIH insulatedplugdoorboxcars. Road
names include the eye-catching State ofMaine scheme. The ready-
to-runmodels replicate prototype car theBangor&Aroostook
ordered in1950 fromMagorCarCo. Three years laterB&Aordered
additional cars fromPaci�ic Car&Foundry. ESMhas createdboth
versionswhich vary slightly in the end treatment of the roof.
In amoney-savingmove, theNewYork, NewHaven&Hartford
Railroad ordered identical XIH cars fromPC&F – identical to the
point of specifying the same bold red,white and blue paint
scheme. The ESMmodels come equippedwith Kadee couplers, Hi-
Tech �lexible rubber air hoses, and InterMountain ASFA-3 50-ton
plain-bearing truckswith 33″ blackenedmachinedmetal
wheelsets. A video introducing ESM’s newHO scalemodels is
available atwww.youtube.com/watch?v=6hGrFItOSWQ
Info: esmc.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

InterMountain is accepting
reservations for a new production
run of HO scale triple-bay covered

DCC Ready models include an NMRA
8-pin plug and come in CSX (MOW)
and Western Pacific.All models
include operating headlights, 8-wheel
drive, a die-cast chassis, fine-scale

handrails, blackened RP25 wheels, and E-Z Mate Mark II couplers.
Info: bachmanntrains.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bowser has announced a
run of two classes of
Canadian National GMD
SD40-2W locomotives. Class
GF-30T details include

dynamic brakes, T-shaped winterization hatch, ditch lights,
standard cooling fans, chicken wire grilles, and a non-silenced
exhaust stack. Class GF-30U details include corrugated grilles,
non-dynamic brake option (some added later), Q-fans, exhaust
silencer, ditch lights, and standard winterization hatch. Both
models include show shields and class lights.

The locomotives will be available in
DC with a 21-pin DCC plug and
DCC/Sound with an ESU LokSound
V5 decoder. Additional features
include air hoses, windshield

wipers, grab irons, coupler lift bars, window glass, road name
speci�ic details and fuel tanks, can motor with �lywheels, nickel
silver RP25 wheels and knuckle couplers.

Also announced is a new run
of Alco RS-3s in HO scale
including a Western

Maryland Hammerhead version with the �ireball logo and
Phase 1 and 2 locomotives. Roadnames for the Phase 1 version
include Conrail (ex-EL), Erie, Erie Lackawanna, and Reading.
Phase 2 roadnames are Central of Georgia, Chicago North
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PIKO-America plans to release an
HO scale version of a Krauss-
Maffei ML4000 diesel locomotive
this fall. Three Southern Paci�ic
road numbers will be available in

both DCC/Sound and non-sound versions. The HO scale model
will come with NMRA RP25 wheels and knuckle couplers
compatible with Kadees. Long range plans call for D&RGW
versions of the ML4000.
Info: www.piko-america.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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hoppers. The model is based on a 4750-cu. ft. prototype built
by Pullman-Standard.

Six road numbers each will be
available for Burlington Northern,
Santa Fe, BNSF, Union Paci�ic, NOKL,
GTA, RCP&E (ex-CNW patch), and
Illinois Central. The models will have

an etched metal roof walk, trucks with 36″ machined metal
wheelsets and metal knuckle couplers. A delivery date is TBA.
Info: www.intermountain-railway.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kadee’s latest release is an HO
scale model of a 50′ Pullman-
Standard PS-1 boxcar decorated
for Akron, Canton & Youngstown
Railroad. The model is based on a

prototype built in 1955 with six-panel Superior sliding doors.
The ready-to-run model comes with Bettendorf-type plain-
bearing trucks, and Kadee couplers.
Info: www.kadee.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

K�����-M����� ������ ���������
�����������
Most road engines available in the early 1960s were
rated at 2000hp or less, forcing railroads to link half a
dozen or more GP7s, GP9s, GP18s and GP20s together

to handle the ever-increasing size of freight trains. America’s locomo-
�ve builders were slow in offering mo�ve power with higher horse-
power. In 1961 Southern Pacific surprised the North American
railroad industry by purchasing three revolu�onary 4,000hp diesel
hydraulic locomo�ves from Krauss-Maffei, a Munich-based German
manufacturer. Krauss-Maffei’s ML 4000 locomo�ves u�lized two
Maybach V16 primemovers and a Voith hydraulic transmission. The
hydraulic transmissions were an effort to eliminate the complexity
andmaintenance issues of electrical trac�onmotors and their related
controls. TheML4000 cab body was dis�nguished by a dis�nc�ve
turret cab. The Denver & Rio GrandeWestern ordered three
ML4000s but sold them to SP in 1964 when they proved unsuitable in
mountain service.

R. Bale
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Rapido is booking reservations for an
all-new HO scale GE 44-ton switching
locomotive. Three Phases of the

prototype will be available.
Phase Ic with �lat ends, and side mounted
radiator shutters, will be available both
with and without lighted hood side
number boards.

The initial release will include a Phase III
version with radiator shutters on the end
and longitudinal hood-top hatches.

Phase IV units will have the correct radiator
shutters on the end, and longitudinal opening on
hood tops.

G������ E������� 44-��� ��������
The GE 44-ton switcher is a four-axle diesel electric
locomo�ve built by General Electric between 1940 and
1956. It was designed for industrial and light switching
du�es. In the 1940s, the steam-to-diesel transi�on was

in its infancy and railroad unions were trying to protect the locomo-
�ve fireman jobs that were redundant with diesel units. Onemeasure
taken to this end was the 1937 90,000 Pound Rule, an agreement
that locomo�ves weighing less than 90,000 pounds (45 tons) did not
require a fireman. GE specifically designed its 44-tonner to permit
users to operate it without a fireman. Other manufacturers also built
44-ton switchers, but the GE unit proved to be themost popular.
Many remain in service and in museums.

R. Bale

Features on all Phases include
diecast chassis and fuel tank, full
cab interior, photo-etched cab
steps, coreless motor with dual

�lywheels, and distinctive GE all-welded fabricated trucks.

DC models will be DCC ready with
an NEXT-18 decoder socket and
speakers. DCC models will have a

Mo-Power capacitor, ESU sound decoder and speaker.

Decorating schemes include Santa
Fe (Zebra), Boston & Maine
(Minuteman scheme), Canadian
National (green), Milwaukee Road,

Denver & Rio Grande Western, New Haven, Northern Paci�ic,
Pennsylvania, Southern Paci�ic, and New York, Ontario &
Western. Unlettered locomotives in red, yellow, blue will be
included in the initial release along with undecorated models
of all three body Phases.
Info: www.rapidotrains.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scale Trains has announced a new
model in the Kit Classics line, a 40′
steel refrigerator car in HO scale. An
ice reefer, the car �its the period from

1936 to the early 1970s. Roadnames in the introductory run
include Armour, ATSF, Fruit Growers Express, Milwaukee Road,
Northern Paci�ic, Paci�ic Fruit Express, andWilson Car Lines.

The Kit Classics cars are designed
to be assembled with glue and a
Phillips screwdriver. They include
cast stirrup steps, end ladders, and

grab irons. Also standard are 33″ machined metal wheels with
.110″ tread and plastic semi-scale Type E knuckle couplers.

https://mrhmag.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com
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Roadnames for this release are ATSF,
Burlington Northern, Canadian Paci�ic,
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy; Denver,
Rio Grande & Western; Milwaukee Road,
Missouri Paci�ic, and Southern Paci�ic.

A new run of Rivet Counter
GEVOs was also announced,
with Iowa Interstate, CSX, BNSF

Heritage III, Canadian National, and six Norfolk Southern
Heritage Schemes with PTC arrays – Central of Georgia, Conrail,
Monongahela, Nickel Plate Road, Norfolk & Western, and Lehigh
Valley.

The GEVOs include the same
features that Scale Trains is
famous for – roadnumber

speci�ic variations in cabs, dynamic brakes, doors, grills, and
other details, as well as LED lights for the front, rear, and side
walkway lights, ground lights, lighted number boards, and ditch
lights.
Preorders are open until February 27, 2023.
Info: scaletrains.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tangent has completed another
release of a Greenville 86′ high-
cube double plug door auto
parts boxcar. The HO scale

model represents prototypes built by Greenville in 1977-1978.
Tangent offers the car in nine paint schemes with road name
variations in brake rigging arrangements, four different draft
gear combinations, and three underframe styles that
incorporate two end-of-car cushioning options.

G��� IT � LIKE
Get more ar�cles like this

INDEX INDEXTABLE OF CONTENTS TABLE OF CONTENTSREGISTER
(free)

MRHMAG.COM

FEBRUARYHO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS | 21FEBRUARYHO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS | 20

Scale Trains has also
announced an HO scale 48′
Thrall 2-hood coil steel car in
the Rivet Counter line.
Manufactured in the 1980s and

1990s, the cars were built to both 100 and 125-ton capacities.
With the hoods on they could carry coils of up to 7 feet in
diameter, and up to 10 feet with the hoods removed.

Roadnames in the
introductory release include
BNSF, Union Paci�ic, Santa Fe,
Norfork & Western, Norfolk

Southern, Illinois Central, CTRN, and several mismatched
hood cars with these road names. Details and paint schemes
are roadname speci�ic with some roadnames available in
multiple road numbers.

The model includes �ive unique
hood versions, four positionable
load dividers, four large,
unwrapped coil steel loads; and

a simulated wood trough interior. The model is equipped with
wire grab irons, a handbrake housing with detailed wheel and
chain, see-through photo-etched metal walkway, coupler cut
levers, an underbody brake system with over 20 separately
applied parts, and die-cast metal semi-scale Type SE lower
shelf knuckle couplers. Barber S-2 100-ton trucks with 36″
machined .110″ metal wheels include printed reporting marks
and road numbers.

Another new Kit Classics product is Scale
Trains’ �irst HO scale caboose, the HO
Scale Steel Cupola. Based on a Santa Fe
prototype, the caboose is suitable for the
1940s through the 1990s. Like the ice

reefer, the kit can be assembled with a Phillips screwdriver and
some glue and comes with are 33″ machined metal wheels with
.110″ tread and plastic semi-scale Type E knuckle couplers.

http://go.mrhmag.net/scaletrains
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Conrail cabooses are available in
three blue repaints from 1976, 1977
and 1979. An early 1976 green
repaint is also available.

Completing the list of Tangent
cabooses in this release is a red
1982 Norfolk & Western repaint
from 1982 that has had the
running boards and ladders

stripped and the windows plated over.
Info: www.tangentscalemodels.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Road names include Ann Arbor and
three AA repaints for IHRC- Indiana Hi –
Rail, MSDR-Mississippi Delta Railroad,
and NADX-General Electric Rail Services.

Additional decorating schemes include
Canadian National, Chessie System
(C&O), Conrail, Norfolk & Western, and
CSXT. The models come with Kadee
couplers and 100-ton low-pro�ile
trucks, with rotating bearing caps. A
minimum track radius of 24″ is
recommended.
Tangent has released a group of HO
scale bay-window cabooses that
replicate steel prototypes built in
NYC Despatch Shops and St. Louis
Car Co. beginning in 1949. Cabooses

with running boards and windows on the ends and sides are
available decorated for Boston & Albany (1949) and New
York Central (1955).

Illinois Terminal cabooses with
running boards and without end
windows are available in the 1953 red
scheme and in the 1972 green scheme
with Personalized Service slogan.

A Penn Central caboose with
running boards, end and side
windows, an underframe equipment
box and a large 1968+ PC logo is
available now. The same car is

available in its 1963 New York Central Century Green livery.

EMD SD60M ������ ����������
EMD introduced the SD60 in the summer of 1984. The
clean lines of the huge body were similar to its SD50
predecessor. Most of the changes were internal, includ-
ing a new V16 3,800hp prime mover, wheel slip control,

and microprocessor controls. Produc�on con�nued through 1991
with nearly 600 SD60s purchased by American railroads. Five years
later, EMD began offering the SD60 with the wide nose safety cab
with a 3-piece windshield that earned the newly designated
SD60M the nickname Tri-Clops. Union Pacific was the first road to
order these new SD60M locomo�ves followed by Burlington
Northern and SOO Line. BN’s SD60M locomo�ves went on to the
merged BNSF while the SOO Line units went to Canadian Pacific.
Some of the BNSF units turned more mileage with Norfolk South-
ern and in lease service for CEFX.

V��� ������
��������

R. Bale
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Walthers has announced
plans to release an HO scale
EMD SD60M diesel
locomotive this summer. The

Mainline series model represents late 1980s production with a
safety cab with a three-piece windshield.

Road names on this release
will be Burlington Northern,
BNSF, Norfolk Southern, Soo
Line, Canadian Paci�ic, and

Union Paci�ic. An undecorated version will also be available.

The Mainline series
locomotive model has fewer
surface details but uses the
same drive system as

Walthers Proto locomotives.

The shell of the economy-
priced Mainline model has
molded drill starter points for
hobbyists wanting to install

grab irons in special detail kit (#910-257) sold separately.

WalthersSD60Mlocomotives
will beavailable for standardDC
andwithESUSoundandDCC.

A Proto series Jordan Spreader
is scheduled for release from
Walthers this spring.Walthers
HO scale version is based on a
Jordanmodel 2-200 spreader/

ditcher/snowplow. Features includemoldboards that can be
raised and lowered and positionablewings.

Models decorated for Burlington Northern, Wisconsin Central,
and two MOW units will have modern roller-bearing trucks.
Spreaders decorated for Milwaukee Road, Delaware & Hudson,

Monon, and Spokane,
Portland & Seattle will ride
on Bettendorf-type plain-
bearing trucks.

Also due from Walthers this
spring is a 36′ chemical tank
car. The Mainline series model
features a newly tooled tank
body with a bolted jacket.

Additional features include a see-through platform and a
small pressure dome.

Decorating schemes on this
release will be ACDX-Allied
Chemical, EBAX- Ethyl
Corporation, DAX-Diamond

Shamrock, GATX-Jefferson Chemical, ACFX-Olin Chemical,
GATX-Vulcan Chemical, and AESX-A. E. Stanley. An undecorated
model will also be available.

Walthers has included a 40′
AAR modi�ied 1937 boxcar in
its spring release. The Mainline
series model has a 10′ 6″
interior height, 5-5

Dreadnaught ends, a Murphy panel roof, wood running boards,
and 6′ Youngstown sliding doors.

Road names on this production
run will include Boston & Maine,
Denver & Rio Grande Western,
Central of Georgia, Seaboard Air

Line, Southern Paci�ic, and New York Central-Pittsburgh &
Lake Erie. An undecorated version will also be available. The
ready-to-run model comes with Bettendorf –type plain-
bearing trucks with 33″ metal wheels.

https://mrhmag.com/user/register
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Road names on Walthers
new 57′ AAR mechanical
refrigerator car will be

ARMN-American Refrigerator Transit, BNFE-Burlington
Northern Fruit Express, Bangor & Aroostook, Paci�ic Fruit
Express, REMX-Lamb Weston, UPFE-Union Paci�ic Fruit
Express, Soo Line, and Wisconsin Central – plus an
undecorated model.

Features on the Mainline
series model include 9′
Youngstown plug-doors, a
peaked Stanray ribbed roof

with a capped exhaust stack, short ladders and low mounted
hand brakes. Road speci�ic details include a Keystone or
Hydra-cushion underframe. The ready-to-run HO scale model
will be equipped with 70-ton roller-bearing trucks with 33″
metal wheels.
Info: www.walthers.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

N SCALE PRODUCT NEWS
Athearn is currently prepar-
ing tooling for an N scale
VersaCoil gondola. The new
Genesis model is scheduled
for release in March 2024.

Both Phase 1 (no cover) and Phase 2 versions of the prototype
will be offered.

A Phase 1 version will be
available decorated for
Canadian Paci�ic. Phase 2
VersaCoil gondolas with
covers will be available for

Norfolk Southern, Northwestern Oklahoma Railroad, and Mitsi
Rail Corporation.

All of Athearn’s VersaCoil cars will come
with removable coil loads, a detailed
injection molded body, and 100-ton
roller-bearing trucks with machined
metal wheels. A minimum track radius
of 15″ is recommended. See this
month’s HO scale Athearn report for

details on the prototype VersaCoil car.
This 50′ FMC 5347 cu. ft. boxcar
is included in Athearn’s March
2024 release.

In addition to Pan Am, road names
for this release will be Central of
Vermont, CSX, Maine Central,
Railbox, Cadiz Railroad, and Green
Mountain Railroad.
New N scale models coming from
Athearn early next year include
this 50′ PS-1 boxcar with
Youngstown sliding doors.

Road names available on this
release will be Milwaukee Road,
Pennsylvania, Southern Paci�ic,
Western Paci�ic, Atlantic Coast

Line, and Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. Athearn’s N scale
freight cars come with screw-mounted trucks and body-
mounted McHenry knuckle couplers.
Info: www.athearn.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

V��� ������
��������
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Atlas plans to release a GP-38
road switcher during the
second quarter of 2024. The
Master series model is based

on the 2,000hp GP-38 diesel locomotive EMD introduced in the
mid-1960s.

Road names will be Central Maine & Quebec, Chicago & North
Western, Conrail, FURX, Indiana Harbor Belt, Providence &

Worcester, Rock Island, Norfolk
& Western, and Southern
Railway.

Special features include
directional lighting, walkway
safety tread, golden white
LEDs, and blackened metal

wheels. Atlas GP-38s will be available for DC operation as well
as DCC with ESU LokSound.

NewN scale freight cars coming fromAtlas during the �irst
quarter of next year include a Trinity 17,600-gallon corn syrup

tank car. Features on the AtlasMaster
model include separately applied
clamshell-stylemanway cover, a detailed
bottomoutlet valve, separate heater coil
pipes and brake detail, and 100-ton roller-

bearing trucks. The arrangement of themanway, platform and
ladderwill vary as appropriate to the road name beingmodeled.

Road names on this release will be
ADM, SYRX, GATX, Tate & Lyle, Cargill,
MNCX-Minnesota Corn Processors and
Ontario Northland.

Atlas’s production schedule for the
�irst quarter of next year includes
a 60′ �latcar. The N scale Master
series model is based on a

prototype built by General Steel Industries.
The model will have
body-mounted
knuckle couplers and

ride on BLMA 70-ton ASF Ride-Control trucks with BLMA 33″
machined metal wheels.

Road names will
include Santa Fe,
Burlington Northern,

Illinois Central Gulf, Norfolk & Western, Northern Paci�ic,
Pennsylvania, and Union Paci�ic.

Atlas has included a Trainman
series N scale 50′ mechanical
reefer in its �irst quarter 2024
production schedule.

Road names will be Santa Fe, Paci�ic
Fruit Express, Burlington Northern,
Canadian National, Canadian Paci�ic,
and Tropicana.

Info: www.atlasrr.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GP38 ��� GP40 ���� ���������
In 1966 EMD introduced a new line of locomo�ves
powered by its 16-cylinder 645-series primemover.
Riding comfortably on Blomberg four-axle trucks, the

3000hp turbo-charged locomo�ve was christened GP40. Between
1966 and 1971 EMD producedmore than 1,100 GP40s. Concurrent
with the introduc�on of the GP40, a non-turbocharged version built
on the same chassis and using the same body, was introduced as the
2000hp GP38. It also carried a considerably lower price tag. More
than 700 GP38s were delivered during the seven years it was cata-
logued by EMD.

R. Bale
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Centralia Car Shops has
released its N scale
Pullman-Standard
Superdome passenger

cars in 14 colorful paint schemes. The model is based on ten
cars built by Pullman-Standard in 1952. They were the �irst full
length dome cars in revenue service.

Three numbers each are
available for Milwaukee
Road (orange),
Milwaukee Road/ Union
Paci�ic (yellow), Great

Northern (Empire Builder), Great Northern (Big Sky), Great
Northern (Cascade green), Chicago & North Western, Amtrak
(Phase 1 scheme), Amtrak (Fall Foliage), Holland America
Westours, VIA Rail, Canadian National, Ontario Northland, and
CSX (Safety Train).

The models are equipped
with Micro-Trains
couplers and trucks with
InterMountain 36″ metal
wheelsets.

Info: www.intermountain-railway.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

V��� ������
��������

Eastern Seaboard Models
plans to make another
release of its N scale 65′
class G26 mill gondola early

this summer. The N scale model is based on a group of class
G26 gondolas built by the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1930-1931.

In addition to upgrades on the G26, ESM
will introduce G26A and G26C variations
of the riveted car. Changes include
replacing the plastic coupler box pins

with screws. ESM will continue to use Micro-Trains trucks,
however they will now be screw-mounted to the body and
equipped with ESM machined metal wheels.

G26 gondolas will be
available for PRR (Circle
Keystone) and Lehigh
Valley with Ajax brakes
and Dalman trucks.

M��� G�������
Mill gondolas are used to carry a variety of loads, how-
ever, they are primarily designed to haul long beams,
pipe and other structural shapes from steel mills. Mill
gondolas are generally from 50' to 65' in length. Most

mill gondolas have drop ends to allow hauling loads that are longer
than the car. Drop end gondolas are equipped with either a regular
brake wheel or a ratchet brake lever mounted on the end of the car
side. The sides of mill gondolas act as girders to strengthen the car’s
carrying capacity. To save on car weight, the longer a mill gondola is,
the lower its sides are. Most 40' gondolas have straight sides. For
added strength, gondolas that are 50' or longer usually have fishbelly
sides. Prior to the late 1940s, gondolas were usually constructed with
rivets. By the 1950s most were of welded construc�on.

R. Bale
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G26A versions
with ratchet
brakes will be
available for Penn
Central, Norfolk &
Western and two
PRR schemes

(Circle Keystone and Shadow Keystone).
G26C cars with a
mix of Ajax and
ratchet brakes,
and Dalman and

National B1 trucks, will be available decorated for PRR (Plain
Keystone) and Penn Central. All version of ESM’s mill gondola
have an injection molded plastic body with positionable drop
ends. The underframe is diecast metal.
Info: esmc.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

InterMountain is accepting
reservations for a new
production run of N scale
triple-bay covered hoppers.
The model is based on a 4750

cu. ft. prototype built by Pullman-Standard.
Six road numbers each will be
available for Burlington
Northern, Santa Fe, BNSF, Union
Paci�ic, NOKL, GTA, RCP&E (ex-
CNW patch), and Illinois Central.

The models will have an etched metal roof walk, trucks with
36″ machined metal wheelsets and metal knuckle couplers. A
delivery date is TBA.
Info: www.intermountain-railway.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New ready-to-run
N scale models
from Micro-Scale
Trains include the

Alfred E. Perlman, a modernized heavyweight CSX business car.
The updated heavyweight rides on six-wheel trucks and
features an open rear platform.

Also new from Micro-Trains is
this Louisville & Nashville 39′
dome car out�itted as a pollution
control car.

This triple-bay covered
hopper is based on cars
acquired by Archer-Daniels-
Midland in the late 1970s.

Micro-Trains has scheduled a January release for this N
scale model.

This 36′ steel caboose is patched
for Burlington Northern. Micro-
Trains literature states the
caboose was originally built in

1927 by American Car & Foundry for the Atchison Topeka
and Santa Fe. It was acquired by Frisco and later merged
into BN.
Info: See a Micro-Train dealer.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scale Trains has also announced
an N scale 48′ Thrall 2-hood coil
steel car in the Rivet Counter line.
Manufactured in the 1980s and

1990s, the cars were built to both 100 and 125-ton capacities.
With the hoods on they could carry coils of up to 7 feet in
diameter, and up to 10 feet with the hoods removed.
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Roadnames in the introductory
release include BNSF, Union
Paci�ic, Santa Fe, Norfolk &
Western, Norfolk Southern, Illinois

Central, CTRN, and several mismatched hood cars with these
road names. Details and paint schemes are roadname speci�ic
with some roadnames available in multiple road numbers.

The model includes �ive unique
hood versions, four positionable
load dividers, four large,
unwrapped coil steel loads; and a

simulated wood trough interior. The model is equipped with
wire grab irons, a handbrake housing with detailed wheel and
chain, see-through photo-etched metal walkway, coupler cut
levers, an underbody brake system with over 15 separately
applied parts, and semi-scale Type E knuckle couplers. ASF
Ride Control trucks with 36″ machined metal wheels include
foundry data.
Preorders are open until February 27, 2023.
Info: scaletrains.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Trainworx has released two new sets of
etched stainless steel EMD
fan sets in N scale. The �irst
set is for GP30 and GP35
locomotives.
The second set is 48″ cap
top fans.

Info: train-worx.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEW STRUCTURES & SCENIC SUPPLIES
Athearn is planning to release a new production run of HO
scale 25′ trailers in March 2024. Decorating schemes will be

Southern Paci�ic,
Canadian Paci�ic,
Chicago & North
Western, Maine
Central, Florida

East Coast, and Ferrocarriles Nacionales de México. The trailers
have wheel rims painted to match the road name scheme.
Info: www.athearn.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Atlas is quoting a late 2023
delivery date for HO scale
single and double track
viaduct kits. Theywill be
available textured in a choice
of concrete, cut stone, or

rough cut stone. Each kit contains a single arch and two half-arch
endsmeasuring 10.375″ tall by 18″ long. Multiple kits and can be
combined for longer applications. For lower viaducts the upper
section can be usedwithout the lower pier. The HO double track
viaduct is suitable for S and O scale single track applications.

Atlas has single and double versions of LED
highway and parking lot lights. Both HO
and N scale versions are available. Single
and double arm streetlights are also
available in Z scale.

Atlas has scheduled the release of a
newN scalemobile of�ice container
during the �irst quarter of 2024.
Details include barredwindows,

light �ixtures, an air conditioner unit and electrical equipment.
Info: www.atlasrr.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Berkshire Valley Models has released HO, S and O scale kits
for the Tell House. The small two story models are based on a
structure that stood for many years in Telluride, Colorado. The
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house was probably built as a single
residence home. Later the outside
stairs were added to allow the upstairs
to be used as a possible apartment. The
kit is composed of laser-cut wood.
Info: www.berkshirevalleymodels.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
New vehicles coming in
April from Classic Metal
Works include a 1957
Chevrolet refrigerated
box truck decorated for

B. F. Goodrich, Sprite and Fanta Soda. A 1954 Ford tanker truck
will be available for Conoco and Union 76.

Decorating schemes on a
1941-46 Chevrolet
pickup will be Standard
Oil, Red Crown Gasoline,

and two-tone brown with no lettering. Completing Classic
Metals spring release is a 1974 Buick Estate Wagon decorated
as a Taxi and as a red Fire Chief’s car. Both HO and N scale
versions of the models will be available except the pickup
which will be available only in HO scale.
Info: www.walthers.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

East Coast Circuits has announced an HO scale
model of a portable LED light tower. Used at
construction sites, crime scenes, parking lots,
railroad yards or anywhere additional illumination is
needed, portable light towers can be found nearly
anywhere. The model uses 16 operating LEDs, can
rotate 360 degrees, and features detachable

outriggers. Multiple paint schemes will be available as well as
a stowed version. The model is expected to be available later
this year.
Info: eastcoastcircuits.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Frenchman River
Model Works is
selling a kit for an
HO scale version of
the Armstrong
Barrel and Box
Company. The 4.25″
x 4.50″ model is
composed of a series

of resin castings, Tichy windows and doors, and wood for the
loading dock.
Info: frenchmanriver.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jacksonville Terminal
Company is releasing the
�irst run of HO scale 53′

Ocean containers. The models include Inter-Box Connecting
(IBC) pins in ISO 40′ positions and IBC castings at the 53′
corners, and the JTC magnetic connecting system with
magnets on the bottom and metal on the top plates.

Paint schemes include APL
(two schemes), Crowley
(two schemes), Oceanex

(LTL), and Trailer Bridge (ex-APL), The containers feature
multiple prototype-speci�ic door styles with separately applied
door rods. The Oceanex containers are sold as singles with the
other schemes only available in 3-packs.
Info: jtcmodeltrains.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

miniprints has introduced a new set of
�igures named “Close to the Edge” and
intended for the edge of the
layout. Scanned from live models, the six
�igures include Terra Incognita, Here there
be monsters, Living on the Edge, Into the
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great beyond, No Dumping, and Say cheese. Figures are
available in N, HO, S and O scales.
Info: miniprints.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Showcase Miniatures is
selling a kit for an N
scale F 750N Truck. The
kit contains pewter

castings, resin cab, a vacuum formed windshield, photo-etch
details and laser-cut parts. The laser-cut body can be
constructed in different variations. The front wheels are
positionable.
Info: www.showcaseminiatures.net
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New models available from
Oxford include a 1:87 scale
1956 Ford Thunderbird. The
black over metallic gray paint

scheme is highlighted by a red interior and wide white wall
tires. The tractor is a 1:76 scale model of a Massey Ferguson
model 135. The prototype was in continuous production
between 1964 and 1975.
Info: www.walthers.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Walthers Cornerstone structure kits scheduled for
release this spring include this HO scale Chemical Distribution
facility. The �ive-structure complex includes a steel main

building, a steel shipping
building, a brick of�ice
building, a storage tank
with a containment
basin, and a pipe bridge.

The kit requires assembly and some painting.

Walthers has an N scale kit for a
Modern Lumber Transload facility.
The complex is designed to handle
lumber loads from road to rail, and
back, for local or long-distance

delivery. The kit requires assembly and painting.

An N scale kit for a split-level house
with an attached garage is coming
from Walthers this spring.

Walthers plans to release a kit for
HO scale chain link fence. The kit
will include seven built-up fence
sections and right and left gates
with wire mesh attached to poles.
The kit provides a total of 44″ of
fence.

Walthers plans to release three
versions of HO scale grade crossings
later this year. Three surface textures
are available: concrete, wood with

bolts, and wood with modern fastener detail. Each type of
crossing is available with or without rerailer ends. Walthers
reports that the low-pro�ile crossings work on most Code 83
and Code 100 track.
Info: www.walthers.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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B������ ����� �� ����� ���� ...
Broadway Limited is working on an HO scale Cryogenic tank car,
and three new N scale locomo�ves including EMD NW2 and
SW7 switchers and both light and heavy USRA 2-8-2 Mikado
steam engines …
Kadee has released an HO scale PS-1 boxcar decorated for Santa Fe …
Rapido reports that pre-orders for their unique BART train have
exceeded expecta�ons by a wide margin and the all-new HO scale
model has been approved for produc�on …
New HO scaleMainline models coming fromWalthers this spring
include a 57’ Trinity 4750 triple-bay covered hopper and a 60’
Pullman-Standard flatcar. New Cornerstone kits due this summer
include a Rotary Car Dumper, a Modern Power Plant, Lakefront
Energy Power Plant, a small Power Substa�on, Coal Conveyor with
a Transfer House, Wood U�lity Poles and a U�lity Pole Gondola
Load. Also coming this summer is a kit for Merchant’s Row VII. �
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FEBRUARY

Please check with any organization
hosting an in-person event for the latest
status of the event.
Ongoing 2023
ONLINE, Zoom, dates vary, see website. Operation Special
Interest Group Meetups – limited attendance available.
Info: www.opsig.org/Virtual
Archive: www.opsig.org/Virtual/Past
ONLINE, Zoom&YouTube,Wednesday& Saturday, see
Facebook page. “NewTracks”Meetup, hosted by JimKellow,MMR.
Info: newtracksmodeling.com
YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCMA_
VhPb5pjdkAYTdXLceJA
ONLINE, Facebook & YouTube, dates vary, see Facebook
page. “NMRAx” organized by Gordy Robinson, Martyn Jenkins,
Gert Muller, Jordan Kramer.
Info: www.facebook.com/groups/nmragroup
ONLINE, YouTube, every other Saturday. 4th Division, Paci�ic
Northwest Region, NMRA hosts online layout tours and clinics.
Archive: www.youtube.com/c/4DPNRMovies

Model Railroad Hobbyist | February 2023

DISCLAIMER .....
The opinions expressed in this column are those of the writer and
do not necessarily re�lect the opinion of Model Railroad Hobbyist
or its sponsors. Every effort is made to provide our readers with
accurate and responsible news and information, however, neither
Model Railroad Hobbyist or the writer of this column can be held
responsible for any inaccuracies or typographical errors that may
inadvertently appear in this column.

V��� ������
��������
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ONLINE, Zoom, Second Tuesdays, 8pm Eastern. “Off the
Beaten Track” featuring Narrow Gauge layouts, clinics, and
manufacturers.
Info: groups.io/g/NNG
AROUND THE USA, IN-PERSON, Various dates. ScaleTrains.
com Road Trip.
Info: www.scaletrains.com/roadtrip

February-March 2023
CANADA, ONTARIO, MARKHAM, March 11, 2023. March
Break Open House, sponsored by the Railview Historical
Society. 550 Alden Rd.
Info: mike@theclares.ca
ALABAMA, MOBILE, March 4-5, 2023. SWARM Model Train
Show, sponsored by the South West Alabama Railroad
Modelers. Mobile Via Health, Fitness, and Enrichment Center,
Arlene F. Mitchell Campus, 1717 Dauphin Street.
Info: www.facebook.com/pro�ile.php?id=100070094629309
or Glenn Samuel Gasamuel@aol.com
GEORGIA, CARTERSVILLE, March 11-12, 2023. The 2023
Piedmont Division 25th Anniversary Model Train Show.
Clarence Brown Conference Center, 5450 Georgia Highway 20.
Info: www.themodeltrainshow.com
ILLINOIS, SPRINGFIELD, March 12, 2023. Spring�ield Train
Fair, sponsored by the Spring�ield Model Railroad Society. Orr
Building, Illinois State Fairgrounds, 66 4H Road.
Info: www.spring�ieldtrainfair.com
INDIANA, NAPPANEE, March 18, 2023. 18th Annual Train
Show, sponsored by the Elkhart Model Railroad Club.
Claywood Event Center, 13924 N 110 W (County Line Road).
Info: www.emrrc.com/index.php/2023-train-show

KENTUCKY, LOUISVILLE, March 18, 2023. 33rd Annual
Division 8 Train Show and Sale. Holy Family Parish Saf�in
Center, 3938 Poplar Level Rd.
Info: div8-mcr-nmra.org
MICHIGAN, SALINE, February 18-19, 2023. 53rd Annual Train
Show and Sale, sponsored by the Ann Arbor Model Railroad
Club. Saline Middle School, 7190 N Maple Rd.
Info: www.hvrrhs.org/annual-train-show.html
MISSOURI, PACIFIC, February 18, 2023. Paci�ic Eagles Train
Show. 707 W. Congress St.
Mailto: �loraselectrictrains@yahoo.com
MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS, March 11, 2023. Boeing Employees’
Railroad Club – St. Louis Railroad Swap Meet. Greensfelder
Recreation Complex at Queeny Park, 550 Wiedman Rd.
Info: www.berrc-stl.com/V3.0p/index.html
NEVADA, VIRGINIA CITY, March 30-April 1, 2023. Sn3
Symposium. Silverland Inn & Suites, 100 North E. Street.
Info: sn3symposium.com
NEW YORK, BATAVIA, March 26, 2023, Great Batavia Train
Sale, sponsored by The Genesee Society of Model Engineers,
Inc. . Richard C. Call Arena, Genesee Community College.
Info: www.gsme.org
NORTH CAROLINA, NEW BERN, March 4, 2023. Carolina
Coastal Railroader’s 27th Annual Train Show. Riverfront
Convention Center, 203 South Front Street.
Info: carolinacoastalrailroaders.org
OHIO, WEST CHESTER, March 11, 2023. 2023 Annual Division
7 NMRA Spring Flea Market. Lakota West Freshman Campus,
5050 Tylersville Rd.
Info: cincy-div7.org
OREGON, CORVALLIS, March 18, 2023. Winterail 45 railroad
photography exposition and rail collectible sale. Corvallis High
School, 1400 Northwest Buchanan Ave.
Info: www.winterail.com
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OREGON, ELSIE, March 4, 2023. Paci�ic Model Loggers’
Congress. Camp 18 Restaurant and Logging Museum, Milepost
18, 42362 Highway 26.
Info: paci�icmodelloggerscongress.org

OREGON, EUGENE, February 18-19, 2023. 34th Annual Model
Railroad Swap Meet & Train Show, sponsored by the
Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club. Performance Hal,
Lane Events Center, 796 W. 13th Avenue.
Info: www.facebook.com/events/1629314617488653

OREGON, PORTLAND, March 11, 2023, Willamette Model RR
Club Annual Swap Meet. Kliever Armory, 10000 NE 33rd Drive.
Info: wmrrc.com

TEXAS, PASADENA (Houston), February 18, 2023. The
Greater Houston Train Show, sponsored by the San Jacinto
Model Railroad Club. Pasadena Convention Center, 7902
Fairmont Parkway.
Info: sanjacmodeltrains.org

VERMONT, ST. ALBANS, March 11, 2023, Vermont Rails Model
Railroad Show, sponsored by the Northwestern Vermont
Model Railroad Association. Collins Perley Sports & Fitness
Center, off Exit 19 of I-89.
Info: www.nwvrailroad.org

WEST VIRGINIA, CHARLESTON, March 11-12, 2023. 17th
Annual Train & Craft Show, sponsored by the Kanawha Valley
Railroad Association. The Charleston Coliseum and
Convention Center, 200 Civic Center Drive.
Info: www.kvrailroad.org

WISCONSIN, MADISON, February 18-19, 2023. 55th Annual
Mad City Model Railroad Show and Sale. Exhibition Hall,
Alliant Energy Center, 1919 Alliant Energy Center Way.
Info: www.nmra-scwd.org/scwd-events.html

Future 2023 by location
NEW ZEALAND, MOSGIEL, DUNEDIN, May 6-7, 2023, Dunedin
Model Train Show. Taieri Bowling Club, Wickliffe Street.
Info: dunedinmodeltrainshow@gmail.com and
dunedinmodeltrainshow.nz
ARIZONA, FLAGSTAFF, June 7-11, Grand Canyon Special,
Paci�ic Southwest Region Convention, High Country
Conference Center, 201 West Butler Avenue.
Info: azdiv-nmra.org/psr2023convention/index.php
CALIFORNIA, CROCKETT,April 22-23, June 24-25, August 26-27,
September 10, October 14-15, December 9-10, 2023. Carquinez
Model Railroad Society OpenHouse. 645 Loring Avenue.
Info: cmrstrainclub.org
CALIFORNIA, HEMET, April 15-16, 2023. Model Railroad
Festival of modular layouts, including California South Coast
On30, Orange County HO, ZoCal Z scale, and Puerta Margarita
mini-layout. Exhibits include Riverside and Chula Vista Live
Steamers, SoCal Railroad Museum, and a Mini Car show. Four
Seasons, 237 Seasons Blvd.
Info: Dave Balser, on30man@gmail.com or 760-436-6139
CALIFORNIA, SACRAMENTO, April 26-30, 2023. Rails By The
River 2023, Joint Paci�ic Coast Region/Feather River Rail
Society Convention. Courtyard By Marriott Sacramento Cal
Expo, 1782 Tribute Rd.
Info: pcrnmra.org/conv2023/index.html
GEORGIA, CARTERSVILLE, September 14-17, 2023.
Cartersville Express, 2023 South East Region Convention.
Clarence Brown Conference Center, 5450 Ga-20.
Info: 2023serconvention.org
ILLINOIS, DUPO, April 8, 2023. The Sons of The American
Legion Spring Train Show. Dupo American Legion Post #485,
200 S 5th St.
Info: comptrain2002@yahoo.com
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ILLINOIS, ST. CHARLES, June 11, 2023, Kane County
Railroadiana & Model Train Show and Sale. Kane County
Fairgrounds (Front Building), 525 South Randall Rd.
Info: www.rrshows.com
INDIANA, FT. WAYNE, October 19-22, Fort Wayne Rails, 2023
North Central Region Convention. Holiday Inn Purdue Fort
Wayne, 4111 Paul Shaffer Dr.
Info: div3.ncrnmra.org/fort-wayne-rails-2023
KANSAS, OVERLAND PARK, July 27-29, 2023. 2023 Mid-
Continent Region Convention. Holiday Inn, US69 & 87th St.
Info: www.mcor-nmra.org
MINNESOTA, BLOOMINGTON, May 18-21, 2023. 2023
Thousand Lakes Region, NMRA convention. Best Western Plus
Bloomington-Mall of America, 1901 Killebrew Dr.
Info: www.thousandlakesregion.org/2021-bismarck-con
PENNSYLVANIA, ALTOONA, October 19-22, 2023, Round the
Curve to Altoona, 2023 Mid-Eastern Region Convention.
Altoona Grand Hotel, 1 Sheraton Drive.
Info: mer2023.org/index.html
PENNSYLVANIA, MARS (Pittsburg area), May 4-7, 2023,
Rails to Pittsburgh, Mid-Central Region NMRA Convention.
Doubletree by Hilton, 910 Sheraton Drive.
Info: www.keystonedivision.org/convention/index.html
TEXAS, GRAPEVINE (Dallas Area), August 20-26, 2023.
NMRA National Convention, Gaylord Texan Resort &
Convention Center, 1501 Gaylord Trail.
Info: www.2023texasexpress.com
TEXAS, GRAPEVINE (Dallas Area), August 25-27, 2023.
National Train Show, Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention
Center, 1501 Gaylord Trail.
Info: www.nationaltrainshow.org/2023/ntsdfw.html

WASHINGTON, TACOMA, May 10-14, 2023, Prairie Line
Experience, 2023 Paci�ic Northwest Region Convention.
Comfort Inn & Suites Downtown Tacoma, 2611 East E Street.
Info: pnrtacoma2023.org�
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Coming next month in MRH ...
MRH tours Mike Mackey’s Texas & St Louis …

DCC sound decoder best practices …

Modeling realistic hay bales …

Use models to better plan a layout …
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Add an intermodal facility to your layout …
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