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Konnichiwa,

My name is
Vinu Valsala. I
am working as
a postdoctoral
researcher in CGER,
NIES under the

supervision of
Photo of myself (right) and Shamil Maksyutov.

my famil
y y My home country

is India. My home town is in the southern part of India
known as Kerala. This place is well known for its
greeneries and plenty of coconut trees.

I graduated in Physics and attended Masters in
Oceanography in Cochin University of Science and
Technology (CUSAT). After my graduation I worked
as a Project Assistant in Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, nearly for a year.

I came to Japan on February-2003 for joining as a
PhD student at the graduate school of Environmental
Sciences of Hokkaido University in Sapporo. Sapporo
receives quite a lot of snow during winter season which
was really an exciting experience for me. I completed
my PhD in Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences under the
supervision of Prof. Ikeda Motoyoshi. My PhD was
on Numerical modeling of Indian Ocean circulation
and identifying the oceanic routes of the Indonesian
Throughflow water in the Indian Ocean. In my PhD, I
used Lagrangian particle trajectories and passive tracers
in order to track the routes of water-masses in an Ocean
General Circulation Model.

After graduating from my PhD course in 2006,
I joined in CGER, NIES as a postdoctoral fellow.
From 2006 to 2007-October I was working as a NIES
postdoctoral fellow in CGER. For a period of two years
from 2007-October to 2009-September, I worked as a
JSPS postdoctoral fellow in the same research group

in CGER. From 2009 to present, I am continuing my

position as a NIES post-doctoral fellow in CGER.
For the last four years, I am working in the modeling
group of GOSAT project in CGER. My role in GOSAT
project is to develop the ocean-to-atmosphere CO:
fluxes in order to use in the researches involved in the
GOSAT project. Using my previous experiences in
tracer transport modeling during my PhD, and, together
with the advices from my supervisor in GOSAT project,
we have developed an Ocean Tracer Transport Model
(OTTM) in order simulate and assimilate air-sea CO:
fluxes on global scale.

NIES offers a very friendly atmosphere to work. The
facilities in NIES are maintained very well in order to
meet the international research qualities in terms of
research infrastructures and facilities. I am a regular user
of NIES Supercomputer facility which is one of the best
among other Japanese research institutes. We simulate
our ocean model using parallel computers in the NIES-
supercomputer. The institute also provides other
research amenities such as Library and online access to
the Journals which help to expedite our research. The
combination of Japanese and international researchers in
the GOSAT project provides a wonderful environment to
work.

I am married and living with my wife and a son. My
wife is from Philippines. I like the Japanese culture very
much. It is very polite, humble, hardworking and honest.
I have a good Japanese family friend in Hokkaido. They
visit my home some times and I visit their home when I
visit Hokkaido.

My ambition as a researcher is to work on the various
problems in the Oceanography, such as ocean carbon
cycle and carbon storage, ocean climate change and
numerical ocean modeling. I have benefited from a
creative and friendly research atmosphere in NIES to
work on various these problems. I use this occasion to
express my sincere thanks to CGER, NIES for providing

me chances to work here.
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