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Tahei Kuriyama's Activities in Northern Ezo (Today's Sakhalin)

Shunsuke AZUMA

Tahei Kuriyama was a Japanese samurai who explored Sakhalin from 1857 to 1859. While little is
known about Kuriyama, we have found that he went Sakhalin to follow his lord, Gendayu Mukouyama.
However, Mukouyama passed away during the early part of the journey, leaving Kuriyama without direction.
Apparently with no reason to return to his former life, and perhaps wanting the complete the goal of his
lord, he began living in Sakhalin in 1857 and made exploratory trips to the interior of Sakhalin. Considering
the initial trip was conducted during the period when Japan and Russia were negotiating boundaries between
the two countries, he may have continued the exploration as part of boundary discussion.

He researched not only the situation of the land, but he also tried to gain the trust of the indigenous
peoples such as the Uilta and Nivkhi by giving them rice and tobacco, while trying to establish trade
relations and other activities. Kuriyama became his exploration centering around the area of Taraika (today's
Poronaysk) on the eastern coast of Sakhalin in 1857, moving to the area of Nui (today's Nogliki) in 1858.
While he aimed to travel around Sakhalin in 1859, he developed a swelling on his shoulder in route and went
Nikolayeusk on the continent for treatment. Kuriyama died and his body was buried on the mainland by the

Russians. The cause of his death was the intense cold in Sakahalin.



