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Britain’ s Tibetan Policy and Border Crisis in Men, Luo,
Cha Areas of China’ s Tibet During 1935—1940

ZHANG Yong-pan

(History Department, Shantou University, Shantou, Guangdong 515063; Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, Beijing
100720, China)

Abstract ; Starting from 1939, the British Government in India begins to pay attention to the eastern
border between China and India, premeditates an expansion at Macmahon Line and seek for opportunities
to abolish the researched right of slavery in the north tribe areas of Assam, to carry northward gradually
their jurisdiction. The Assam Governor also puts forward a so-called “ Advance Policy” to the British Gov-
ernment in India aiming at advancing to the areas to the south of the Macmahon Line. However, the dis-
patch of Lightfoots to the Dawang Area on the part of the British Government in India arouses great indig-
nation and protest from Tibetan local officials, which eventually forces the British Government in India to
adopt a “Domination Policy” instead.

Key words:1935-1940; Tibet; Britain; India; Macmahon Line
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