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In Japan, the academic year traditionally begins in April, but there has been increasing
discussion about the transition to a September start. Despite the potential benefits to this
change, several drawbacks must also be considered.

One potential advantage of an academic year that begins in September is that it would
align with academic calendars used in many other countries and, thus, simplify the process
for Japanese students studying abroad and international students planning to study in
Japan. This alignment could also facilitate academic exchange programs and international

collaborations among educators.

P
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=
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Another potential benefit of a September start is a reduction in the administrative

burdens that schools currently face. With the existing system, these institutions must
prepare for the start of the academic year during the busy spring season when many
other events are also taking place. A September start would enable schools to distribute
their workloads more evenly throughout the year, thereby reducing stress and enhancing
efficiency.

Among the several potential drawbacks of a September start is the possible negative
impact on students’ motivation to study. Many learners in Japan perceive the beginning
of the academic year in April as a fresh start and an opportunity to set new goals. Altering
the start date could result in a loss of their sense of renewal and enthusiasm, leading to
decreased motivation and engagement in the classroom and, ultimately, a negative effect on
their performance and achievement.

Another disadvantage of transitioning to a September start is the potential impact on
the job market. Because companies in Japan typically hire university graduates in April,
changing the academic calendar could affect their recruitment processes, possibly leading to
job losses and other adverse economic effects.

The transition of Japanese schools to a September start presents both advantages
and disadvantages. While the revision to the academic calendar would align with global
standards and reduce administrative burdens, it could also disrupt traditional school
calendars, negatively affect student motivation, and pose additional challenges for
employment prospects. Ultimately, any decision to alter the academic calendar should be
made only after careful consideration of these factors and with input from all stakeholders

involved.
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