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ABSTRACT 

The historical development of the f ish-  
eries education in Japan has been reviewed. 
A l is t  of 23 training establishments deal- 
ing with fishing operations, management, 
cooperatives, etc. is given. 

Japan has a long h is to ry  of f i sher ies ,  but before t h e  Meiji 
era i 186 8-19122 no large-scale f i s h e r i e s  o ther  than fixed net fishing, 
drag net fishing and ccastal whaling were operated. Other fisheries 
were a l l  of small type, and their catches were exclusively used for 
the ioeal consmption. It w a s  from the latter part of t h e  Mei ji era 
that t he  fisheries production began to take a strong r i s i n g  tendency. 
The p r i n c i p a l  causes of such increased production were due to t h e  
increased consumption of aquatic products, exploitation of new f ;shing 
grounds and improvement of fishery techniques and facilities. A s  a 
root cause, however, we can not over look the spread of fisheries 
education which was encouraged by the government and private enter -  
p r i s e s .  

For  the purpose of promoting the technical development of 
fisheries and carrying out various researches on f i shery  industries, 
it is absolutely necessary to seek t h e  assistance and guidance of 
fishery technical  experts. In view of the necessiry fbr cultivating 
such men of talent, the Japanese Government undertook the establish- 
ment of educational system of fisheries as one its fisheries policies 
i n  the middle of the Mei ji era. It is very interesting to cmpare 
the growth of fisheries production with the development of fishery 
education. 
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In 1888, t he  Suisan Denshujo (Fisher ies  Institute) w a s  estab- 
lished as a private school. The jur isdic t ion of this school  w a s  trans- 
ferred to the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce i n  1898 and t h e  
quality of education was improved. The name of school was changed to 
the  Suisan Koshu jo ( ~mperial  Fisheries 1ns titute) . In 1909, the Fac- 
ulty of Fisheries w a s  provided for in the SappoM College of Agricul- 
ture, Hokkaido, and then  it w a s  developed into the  Hakodate Fisher ies  
College. I n  1912, the Department of Fisheries was established a l s o  
i n  the Tokyo University. The graduates of these schools were sent 
out not only t o  the  front of i ndus t r i a l  revolution i n  those days bu t  
also to the administration organizations which were in great need of 
fisheries specialists,  and they rendered great servioes in their 
respective fields. (see paper by Fisheries Agency) 

With regard t o  the  fishery education i n  preTectures, Fukui 
Prefecture took t he  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  the establishment of a fishery school 
at Obama i n  1895, and o the r  prefectures followed the  example by and by, 
and now the  number of prefectural fishery schools has reached 55. (see  
Danno 's paper) 

After World W a r  I1 these schools as well as those es tab l i shed  
later were consolidated i n t o  universities and fishery senior or junior 
high schools of new system. Now the f i f t een  univefsit ies which have 
fishery courses send out about 1,000 graduates every year and fifty- 
five fishery high schools, more than 6,000 graduates. 

The following t ab l e  shows the nwnber of graduates who were 
employed i n  the  business of fishing and aquiculture (except processing 
and public  services) just  after their graduation: 



TABLE I 

EMPLOYMENT OF NEW GRADUATES IN FISHERY INDUSTRIES 

Year Total. I Junior  high schools Senior high schools Universities 

The percentage of employment of new graduates i n  these fields 
shows a falling tendency from the peak in 1957 (17,000) to the bottom 
(9,500) i n  1964, and the most remarkable decrease is seen in the em- 
ployment of junior high school graduates. Such decrease in t h e  aspira- 
tion of the graduates toward fishery industries may be attributable 
partly to the fact that among junior high school graduates the appli- 
cants for e n t r y  to senior high schools have increased i n  number and 
t h a t  there is an increasing tendency among graduates at large in hunt- 
ing for employment in other  industries which appear t o  secure more 
stabilized incomes and safer labor environment than  f i s h e r i e s .  With 
regard t o  the employment of graduates of senior high schools in fishery 
industries, no remarkable fluctuations can be noticed in their number. 
This may be traceable to t he  present conditions that many of them can 
find their employment in comparatively large fishery enterprises be- 
cause of their accomplishment of advanced technical education. The 
general tendency of t he  employment of graduates i n  fishery indus t r i es  
appears t o  be influenced by i n d u s t r i a l  fluctuations same as in any 
other primary indust r ies .  

Generally speaking, the  present social conditions which do not 
necessari ly make it easy to supply the graduates of fishery schools 
with good employment in fishery industries are greatly reducing the 
effect of fishery education. For the  purpose of improving the  effect 



of educa~ion, it is absolutely necessary to have such soc ia l  coxdirions 
that ray encourage great hopes in t h e  future of fisheries industries.  

Fishenrents Ccoyerative dssoci a t ions  in f i s h i n g  vi l h g e s  m e  
required to have directcrs and icaders specially q ~ a l i f i e d  for t h e  
management of associaticns covering fisheries science and prac t i ce  . 
Cooperati* Association Schools ( s e e  Hwaicacits payer) are playing an 
important role in t he  c d t i v a t i o n  of such ta lents  and experts, 

The ac t iv i t i e s  uf study groups have been developed far a d  wide 
in the farming, mountain and f i shing v i l l a g e s  in Japan recen t ly ,  which 
shows r ke  growing enthusiasm arcor.g v i l l a g e r s  fo r  t h e  assimilation of 
u p t o - d a t e  professional knowledge. Fisheries extension off icers  a r e  
playing a very important ro le  in t h i s  f i e l d .  [see papen by F i s h w i e s  
Agency 

Traicing meetings in t h e  operation of f i sh ing  boats, engineering 
and radio telegraphy t ra in ing centers f o r  cul t ivat ing s h i p  ' s carpenters , 
divers a?d freezing and cold-storing t e chn ic i ans  are doing m c h  for the 
itcprovement of the economical level  of f i shiag v i l lages .  

When f i s h e r y  e d u c a t i m  is diffused effcctively cy these means, 
the naticnal fishery policy will be thoroughly understocd Sy fishermen 
and that w i l l  go on a long way toward improving the progress of f l sh ing  
industry.  

With regard to Hokkaido whlch is the  nost importan: i s l a d  of 
fisheries producing 22% cf t h e  total catch of Japan and has  an o l d  
history of fisheries eduzation, t h e  paper cf Dr. Oshima desc~ibes the 
actuai conditions of its fac i l i t ies  of education by k i n d s  and classes. 



List of Training E s t a b i s h m e n t s  of Fishcnnen i n  Japan 

by Fisheries Agency 

I Training es tab l i shments  

Educational works for y o u 3  people 
In f i s h i n g  vi l laees  I - - 

I ( 1) Training meetings in f i sher ies  
techniques 

Training of group leaders 

Training in f isheries  manage- 
ment 

Train ing  in production tech- 
niques 

( 2 )  Fish ing  vi l lage young 
fishermen' s classes 

( 3 )  Training courses in f i s h i n g  
boat techniques 

Tra in ing  in boat opera-tion 
techniques 

Training in special boat 
operat ion techniques 

Training of health officers  

Tra in ing  of stewards 

(4 )  Training cortrse in fishery 
radio telegraphy 

. - - - 

Organizers 

Fisheries Sec- 
tion of Pre- 
fectural Govern- 
ment 

Fisheries Sect. 
of Prefectural 
Government 

Fisheries Sect. 
of Prefectural 
Government 

AlL-Japan F'i.zh- 
eries Radio 
Associatian 

Team and Frequency 

2-4 days, several 
t i m e s  in a year 

7-28 days, several 
times 

7-60 days, several 
times 

Remarks 

1 For young men 
and women in 
f i s h i n g  v i l -  

For graduates 
of ' j unior  high 
schools 

) Crew members of 
high-seas and 1 

1 off-shore fish- ) ing boats a r e  

1 trained in the  
) art of naviga- 
tion, engineer- 

) ing and radio 
communication 

1 so that they 
may apply for 
qual i fy ing 

) examinations. 



1 
Training establishments 

I Educational works related to Fi sh -  
eries Cooperatives 

(1) Training in fisheries coopera- I t i ve s  and credit cooperatives 

( 2 )  Short courses for presidents 
of prefectural federations 
of f isheries  cooperatives 

- 
( 3 )  Short courses fo r  off icers  

and s ta f f  on the  management 
of cooperatives 

(4 )  National Fishermen's 
Cooperatives Associathn 
Schools 

( 5  ) Prefectural Fishermen1 s 
Cooperative Association 
S c h ~ o l s  (see  Murakami ' s 
paper) 

- - .  -- 

Training meetings of ship's 
carpenters 

- -- -- -- 

Organizers 

Prefectural 
Federations of 
Fishermen's 
Cooperatives and 
Credit  Coopera- 
t ives  

National Federa- 
t i o n  of Fisher- 
men's Coopera- 
t i v e s  

National Fisher- 
menls Coopera- 
tive School 

Fishing Boat 
Sect .  Fish-  
e r i e s  Agency 

Team and Frequency 

Various types 

3-4 days ; one time 

1-2 weeks; one time 

1 year 

1-2 years 

30-40 days 

Remarks 

1 
) Personnel of 
) cooperatives 
) are t r a i n e d  in 
) t h e  management 
) of personnel,  
) book-keeping , 
) t a x  payment, 
) Labor manage- 
) ment and other  
) necessary m a t -  
) ters. 

Ship ' s  carpen- 
ters are trainec 
in the art of 
b u i l d i n g  f i s h -  
i n g  boats. 
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