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Metal Jew’s Harps of the Sakhalin (Karafuto) Ainu
in the Collections of Japanese Museums

Leo TADAGAWA

So far, it is known that seven bow-shaped Jew's
harps made of metal (five of them are iron and two
of them are probably iron) kani-muhkun (kani-
muxkun, kani-muhkuna, kani-muxkuna) - of the
Sakhalin (Karafuto) Ainu are kept in museums in
Japan: one example in the Hokkaido Museum in
Sapporo, Hokkaido; four examples in the Ainu
Museum in Shiraoi, Hokkaido; one in Hakodate City
in the TANABE

Collection of the Research Centre for Japanese

Museum, Hokkaido; and one

Traditional Music, Kyoto City University of Arts, Kyoto.
This paper studies the background information
behind them, especially that of the instrument in

Kyoto, which was collected by Hisao TANABE
(1883-1984), a musicologist who was an initiator of
the study of Asian music in Japan. TANABE de-
scribed the instrument in different publications,
sometimes with illustrations, but there we find sev-
eral inconsistencies and questions.

Also, the origin of the kani-muhkun is discussed,
tfaking info account old and modern examples and
photos from neighboring ethnic groups, including
Hokkaido Ainu and Japanese to the south, and
Uilta (Orok), Nivkn (Gilyak), Ulch, Nanai, Udege
and Sakha (Yakut) to the north.

Leo TADAGAWA : Director of Nihon Koukin Kyoukai [Japan Jew's Harp Association], extramural lecturer at the Institute of Ethnomusicology,

Tokyo College of Music
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