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The Process of Conflicts and Warfare in Prehistoric and
Protohistoric Periods of the Japanese Archipelago

Takehiko MATSUGI*

The author divided evidence related to armed conflicts in prehistoric and protohistoric Japan into

22 categories to demonstrate the process of warfare by arranging them in chronological order. By

doing so, four distinct eras were identified. In the first era (from the latter half of the 10th century

BC), a violent cultural complex, that included stone weapons such as daggers and arrowheads and

settlements surrounded by moats, was introduced from the Korean peninsula, together with rice

paddy farming. In the second era (around 400 BC), the introduction of metal tools and a population

explosion led to social disruption, triggering the warfare cultural complex. Actual battles and the

perfecting of war-related items such as ritual weapons and defensive works of the settlements were

developed to promote social classification and integration. Corresponding to the transition from the

Yayoi period to the Kofun period around 250 AD, the third era was characterized by significant of-

ferings of weapons in burial ceremonies of the elite to attest to their military prestige and political

power. The fourth era (600 AD) was the Asuka period when fortresses were built for protection

against foreign aggression and frontier rebellions demonstrated the reorganization of the warfare

cultural complex, illustrative of the ideology of domination by the archaic state.
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