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Japan was testing too few people, critics said, opting instead to focus on
clusters of cases rather than overburden its healthcare system with patients
displaying no or only mild symptoms who, by law, had to be admitted to
hospital. One of the world’s richest countries, they said, was bungling its
response.

But today, Japan can make a strong case for being another coronavirus

success story, albeit one that has failed to resonate globally in the same way
as those in South Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan.
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Japan has been widely critiqued for its dearth of testing. However. the countrv —
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burdened with the world’s oldest, most at-risk popu] ation and armed with a Top 10
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global healthcare system (accoi

«ding to WHO rankings) — has pioneered best-of-breed

treatment for pneumonia,

one of Covid-19's dmdhext symptoms.
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