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With decades of performing together and cherishing their close family bond, Cynthia Fok
Lawing and Gloria Fok Cook bring to their concerts a very focused and concentrated
approach to their duo performances. Growing up in Hong Kong, the sisters were
immersed in piano instruction and performance from their early childhood. While their
primary repertoire was solo piano, they frequently performed and competed as a piano

duo. That pattern has remained with them their entire lives.

They came to the US with full scholarships to Wittenburg University, and then to the
Cleveland Institute of Music. Cynthia Lawing received an MM in Piano Performance and
acquired a second BM in Dalcroze Eurythmics. Gloria Cook received both an MM and a

DMA in Piano Performance.

Cynthia Lawing moved to Davidson, NC, upon the completion of her studies. As a
performer and teacher, she has been highly recognized in the region. She has performed
solo recitals and concertos throughout the area, and many of her students have
distinguished themselves through winning competitions and scholarships. For over 30
years she has been on the piano faculty at Davidson College. She has balanced a
professional career with a wonderful family life, with three daughters and four
grandchildren. She and William Lawing have performed duo recitals in 15 countries over

four continents.

Gloria Cook lived in Charleston, SC and taught regularly at The College of Charleston.
She relocated to Winter Park, Florida, where she was invited to join the tenure-track
faculty and is today a Professor of Music at Rollins College. She is the recipient of the
Cornell Distinguish Faculty award at Rollins. She regularly performs and adjudicates
throughout the area, especially giving major solo appearances with the Bach Festival

Orchestra in Central Florida.



As a piano duo, the sisters have never stopped performing together. They have enjoyed
return performance in Hong Kong, performing with the Hong Kong Philharmonic and at
The Cleveland Institute of Music. Last summer, the duo team performed at the Freie
Konzerts un Hochamter in St. Peter's Catheral, Vienna. Separated by five hundred miles,
they spend intense days together in the summer, preparing programs to perform the
following year. Their recent performances include Johannes Brahms’ Liebeslieder
Waltzes with the Bach Festival Choir in a program that commemorates the composer’s

125th anniversary.

William Lawing, Trumpet

William Lawing enjoys a distinguished career as a solo, chamber and symphonic
musician. A lifelong classical symphonic musician, he currently performs with the
Western Piedmont Symphony and the North Carolina Brass Band. Concerto and solo
performances have included concerts with the Charlotte Symphony and Charlotte Pops,
the Chamber Orchestra of Macau, the Western Piedmont Symphony, the Lee County
Orchestra, and the Davidson College Symphony Orchestra.

He is the J. Estes Millner Endowed Chair in Music, emeritus, at Davidson College, having
retired in 2022. He received three distinguished teaching awards. He directed the jazz
ensemble, and taught classes on different distinctly American musical genres. He

produces a concert series on Traditional Southern Appalachian Music.

Outside of music, he spends much of his free time mentoring high school refugees in

Charlotte guiding them through the college application and enrollment process.
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Program Schedule

Suite in D Major DARFEARE ....oovevveeieeccee

Overture [FHf
Minuet /)3 £Ef
Bouree 7 EEA
March  #9T7RH

Ls Vie Bréve from Danse Espagnoles .......cccccceeeeeeenn.
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Hungarian Rhapsody no, 2 in C minor ..........
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Two Instrumental Anthems MU B 24858 ...........

| Wonder as | Wander F ko B &g
Such Sweeter Music HUIEEFEHERYH 8%

Petite Suite JVAEEH oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

En bateau (Sailing) fii{T
Ballet: Allegro giusto B&E £ : #E IRk

Waltz of the Flowers from The Nutcracker ..............
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Three Chorale Preludes =B EE:FAI &M ..covvveeenn.....

Sleepers Awake B2 iR I ;7T B &

Jesus, Joy of Man’s Desiring ERff2 tt AB9ER &

George Frideric Handel $21E57
(1685-1759)

Manuel de Falla &3 (1876-1946)
Arr. Gustave Samazeuilh 45 H (EIEZEE

Franz Liszt Z=H745 (1811-1886)
Arr. by Franz Bendel 4R 81 DI

John Rutter (b. 1945) B&4%F

Claude Debussy E#Hi (1862-1918)

Peter lynch Tschaikowsky 47 &k Hr &
(1850 — 1893)
Arr. Edmund Langer 47 fh BA#S

Johann Sebastian Bach B i (1685-1750)

Now Thank We All Our God IRTEFKFIEH & FERV 1



