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A Preliminary Study of the Content of “Patriotic
Songs” during the Era of The Two Chiangs’

Dictatorial Rule

Shiao-feng Lee

Abstract
This paper analyzes lyrics of the three hundred and fifteen collected so-called
“patriotic songs” during the Two Chiangs, namely Chiang Kai-shek and his son
Chiang Ching-kuo, dictatorial rule for the purpose of better understanding the essence
of the Two Chiangs’ ruling politics.

The result of this analysis shows “patriotic songs” during the era of dictatorial
rule contain characteristics as follows: 1) announcing “anti-communists and resisting

29 ¢

Russia,” “annihilating communist bandits”; 2) rousing the will to fight; 3) personal
cult of Chiang Kai-shek; 4) national identity of a great China, publicizing Chinese
nationalism; 5) attachments to landscapes of the old mainland China; 6)
instrumentation of the singing praise of Taiwan; 7) glorifying The Three Principles of
the People; 8) eulogizing Sun Yat-sen; 9) eulogizing the flag of blue sky, white sun
and red all over the ground, the flag of the Kuomintang; 10) glorifying “revolution;”
11) inserting propaganda in love songs; 12) advocating Chinese history and culture,
singing praise of historical figures and traditional Chinese poetry; 13) boosting morale
after diplomatic setbacks; 14) promoting “keeping secrets and guarding against spies”;
15) pure didactic encouragement of a positive, aggressive, open-minded and
optimistic determination.

It is thus detected, through these afore-mentioned characteristics, the nature of

the Chiang regime conformed completely to the sufficient term of Fascism.

Keywords: patriotic songs, banned songs, Chiang Kai-shek, Chinese Nationalism,
Fascism, Revolution
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