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There are many types of modeling. 
Most model railroaders model his-
torical equipment and scenes in four 
dimensions (x,y,z, time). But what 
would the world look like if a  com-
ponent or three are changed? Sandy 
Smith explore this. See page 30.
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N SCALE RAILROADING 

New Products

N SCALE RAILROADING 

New Products

Northern Pacific 401is RailSmith RS-902202. This is the ~1947 - 1952 Streamliner scheme. Visit  https://lowellsmith.net/railsmith/

Union Pacific 5721 is RailSmith RS-902204. This is the ~1947 - 1952 Streamliner scheme.

Rendering shown for representation only.

Available through your Micro-Trains dealer or online at www.micro-trains.com 
P.O. Box 1200, Talent OR 97540-1200 USA • Email: mtl@micro-trains.com • Tel: +1 541-535-1755 

COMING OCTOBER

• Prototypically accurate 
 paint schemes & markings
• Body mounted Magne-Matic® couplers
• 33” factory-installed metal wheels
• Fine-scaled cored-through walkway
• Correct ride height
• Separate roof hatches
• Over 25 factory installed detail parts

PULLMAN-STANDARD COVERED HOPPER
PS-2 2-BAY 2,003 CU.FT.

https://lowellsmith.net/railsmith/
https://lowellsmith.net/railsmith/
https://www.micro-trains.com/index.php?route=product/search&search=NEW095&description=true
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ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, INC. • 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205 • www.atlasrr.com

Available for Pre-Order this Summer from

Visit www.atlasrr.com today and sign up to become an Atlas Insider!  We’ll deliver the latest Atlas news directly to your email inbox! 

Atlas Classic ® N  RS-3 & RSD-4/5 Locomotives

*CSX Licensed Product

New Haven

British Columbia (BC Rail)

Delaware & Hudson

Erie Lackawanna Pennsylvania

RS-3 LOCOMOTIVE

Burlington Northern

Louisville & Nashville*

RSD-4/5 LOCOMOTIVE

Jersey Central Santa Fe

Chicago & North Western

gOLD MODELS:
SOunD-EquIppED
fOR ThE 1ST TIME!

SILVER MODELS:
SOunD REaDy

NSRad July 2022.indd   1 6/20/22   10:20 AM

https://shop.atlasrr.com
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LOADING UP ON 

SUGAR BEETS
By George Hollwedel/ Images by author

On my early 1950’s Southern Pacific themed layout I have 
amassed a fleet of composite construction GS gondolas to use 
for sugar beet traffic. Intermountain has produced these cars 
from the Tichy Train Group kits that were originally produced 

by Dimi Trains quite some time ago. The photo above shows a 
completed car next to an out of the box model. These cars are 
available in the original configuration that I use and the later 
version with side extensions applied. My timeframe calls for 
the original style.

Image 01 shows the mechanical modifications to meet the 
standards of my layout. My cars all get a coat of flat clear paint. 
I have found that Tamiya TS-80 Flat Clear is the best paint for 
this application. I body mount couplers and run metal wheels 
on all my cars. These body mount couplers are Micro-Trains 

1015. I decided to use BLMA 9045 70 Ton Solid Bearing trucks 
for these cars. These trucks come with metal wheels. I drilled 
right through the floor and then tapped the hole. A 3/16” flat 
head 00-90 screw comes out flush with the floor inside the car. 

01

LOADING UP ON 

SUGAR BEETS
By George Hollwedel/ Images by author
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FA C T O R Y D I R E C T H O B B I E S . C O MFACTORY DIRECT

USRA Mikados

PRR P5a Electrics

H32 Covered Hoppers

ARA 4-Bay Coal Hoppers

NYC 40’ Steel Box Cars

Alco RSD-15

USRA Paci� cs

In Stores Now!

In Stores Now!

March 2022. Preorder Now!

May 2022. Preorder Now!

May 2022. Preorder Now!

August / September 2022. Preorder Now!

March / April 2022. Preorder Now!

We ’r e  y o u r  p r e o r d e r  f o r  $ 0  d o w n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  a l l  b r a n d s .

USRA Mikados

H32 Covered Hoppers

In Stores Now!In Stores Now!

March 2022. March 2022. Preorder Now!
H32 Covered Hoppers

N SCALE GALORE!

FDH full page N Scale Magazine 2-28-22.indd   1 2/28/2022   11:49:19 AM

https://factorydirecthobbies.com
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Image 02 shows the car interior after the couplers are mounted. I just put a tiny dab of car color paint on the end of the screw, 
and it is nearly invisible.

02

Image 03 shows the Fine N Scale part number 121 sugar beet 
loads in the various states of prep. On the left is an unpainted 
load. The middle load has had a coat of Tamiya TS-46 Light 
Sand paint applied. Finally, the load on the right has had a thin 

wash of brown applied. I just used what I had on hand, in this 
case it was Tru-Color TCP-019 Santa Fe Brown. Sugar beets are 
not red, they are a dull white and when they are loaded for 
shipment they are still coated with dirt.

03
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CLICK HERE

FINALLY 
F40s!

https://rapidotrains.com/n-scale/diesel-locomotive-47/f40ph-2d.html
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Image 04 shows the spacer needed to raise the load up to proper height in the car. For the original configuration GS car a 
3/16”thick  piece of basswood does the trick.

04

Image 05 shows the completed, loaded car ready to rack up revenue for my railroad. w

05
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https://thenarch.com
https://lombardhobby.com
http://www.bluford-shops.com
www.nscalesupply.com
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The N Scale Enthusiast  
P.O. Box 30489  

Savannah, GA 31410 

www.NScaleEnthusiast.com

Membership has 
its benefits!

If you are an N Scale Enthusiast, and every Ntrakker is-You should
share your passion for your favorite scale by being a member of  
The N Scale Enthusiast!
Working to preserve the history of N Scale, and grow the scale along
with our friends at Ntrak, we offer mega benefits to the membership: 
• A very informative magazine 5 times a year!
• Manufacturers and Latest releases in every issue
• Member only Special Runs both prototype and fantasy
• Multi Medium Special Runs that are scratch-built on a grand scale
• Member listings in the Trovestar peer to peer marketplace
• Annual Membership car included at no extra charge 
• National N Scale Convention annually
• Free Classified Ads- For Sale and Wanted listings
• Web Resources

Join up for more N Scale Fun!

Members Magazine
May / June / July 2022

Exciting New Limited Editions

Prototypical Special Run - See Pages 28 & 29

LIGHTS!
By Sandy Smith/ Images by author

01  Overview of light sources, Window natural light about 7000K, City 5000K, Baxter CA on right shelf and Hauk, N.M. on left in 
2700K.

Lights!, Camera!, Action! ever notice the lights are always first 
in this call to action on a set?  
I know they take the longest to get up to working condition but 
did you ever try and roust a star from his/her trailer?  Being a 
fan of photography and films I was once told that, “film making 
is 90% moving the lights and 10% making sure the camera is 
working.” In our miniature worlds that we craft so precisely, a 
lighting eccentric like myself has to have good light from the 
beginning or at least a direction of how I want the railroad to 
look when operating.  I have some nice 4000K ceiling mounted 
light fixtures for general purposes above my layout.  While 
these were great during the initial construction and I continue 
to use, I wanted the final product to have some “kinder and 
gentler” illumination (photo 1)

Most model railroad photography/imaging has too strong of 
a primary light source which yields a high contrast between 
the light and shade which is un-natural looking to me.  This 
heavy contrast reminds me of a sunny day but with a large 
storm approaching which truncates the natural fill light.  A 
very dramatic look but not what I am after.  As a modeler that 
is more interested in watching my trains run and railfan them, 
I wanted the visual to have that look of a fine lighting set up for 
the magazine cover.  

Yes you can adjust the contrast, black point and exposure very 

easily with digital photography but it never really looks natu-
ral.  The exposure difference between full sun and full shade 
on a blue sky day is only about 2 and 1/2 stops of exposure 
or 20-25% of the total light value.  (See, I told you I was a bit 
obsessed with correct light.)  So this is why those modules 
or dioramas taken outside for photography look so great, but 
when in the train room not as good.  Our eyes and brains make 
fabulous adjustments to light temperatures, contrast and crop-
ping/framing when we are looking at our models.

Museums they take great effort to focus your eyes on the 
subject they want to show you.  This is done by darkening the 
room light, highlighting the subject and framing it with walls 
and borders almost a picture frame.  Natural history museums 
use this technique almost everywhere in their scene recre-
ations.  This is exactly the sort of look that I wanted for my 
railroad.  Besides, if I got this right, visitors would focus on 
the layout and not see as much of the clutter that accumulates 
with any layout. 

Enter the lighting valance or as my friend George calls it, “your 
layout roof.” (photo 2)

I used strips of LEDs, fastened to the bottom of the valence.  
These strips are connected through dimmers to vary my pref-
erences such as a late afternoon or a midday sun.

LIGHTS!
By Sandy Smith/ Images by author

01

https://www.nscaleenthusiast.com
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The N Scale Enthusiast  
P.O. Box 30489  

Savannah, GA 31410 

www.NScaleEnthusiast.com

Membership has 
its benefits!

If you are an N Scale Enthusiast, and every Ntrakker is-You should
share your passion for your favorite scale by being a member of  
The N Scale Enthusiast!
Working to preserve the history of N Scale, and grow the scale along
with our friends at Ntrak, we offer mega benefits to the membership: 
• A very informative magazine 5 times a year!
• Manufacturers and Latest releases in every issue
• Member only Special Runs both prototype and fantasy
• Multi Medium Special Runs that are scratch-built on a grand scale
• Member listings in the Trovestar peer to peer marketplace
• Annual Membership car included at no extra charge 
• National N Scale Convention annually
• Free Classified Ads- For Sale and Wanted listings
• Web Resources

Join up for more N Scale Fun!

Members Magazine
May / June / July 2022

Exciting New Limited Editions

Prototypical Special Run - See Pages 28 & 29

https://www.nscaleenthusiast.com
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02 Peninsula Hauk, N.M.

02

03

03 Baxter, CA with no eye shade/upper fascia installed.



N SCALE RAILROADING                                                                                                                                                                           #144 JULY 202215

nscaledivision.com 

 

PERHAPS THE BEST RUNNING LOCOS EVER 
First released in the early 1990's the KATO EMD E8/9 Locomotives are still one 
of the best running N-Scale locomotives ever made.  This new production run in 
Union Pacific is no exception.  The heavy frame and massive flywheels in both 
the A and B-Units allow these models to run as smooth as silk and offer 
impressive pulling power.  Now available on our website in limited quantities. 

nscaledivision.com  
1992  YEARS  2022 

30 

UT6 
Utility Throttle

UT6D 
Duplex Utility Throttle

Compact size for easy one-handed operation

Color 1.5” LCD Screen

Full numeric keys for easy Locomotive selection

Fine speed control with a large encoder knob

Removeable LocoNet  cord®

Forward/Reverse toggle switch with Braking

Off/On switch, uses AA or BP600MH batteries

https://www.nscaledivision.com
http://www.blairline.com
https://www.fiferhobby.com
www.digitrax.com
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Couple of things to remember if you go 
this route:

LEDs are rated in C.R.I., color rendering 
index (1-100) is how well the LEDs return 
the actual color values when reflected 
off the subject.  The best CRI comes from 
a Halogen bulb which is about 99.5 CRI.  
Most quality LEDs should be above 90 
CRI.

Get LEDs which are dimmable, this will 
require a dimmable driver (power sup-
ply/transformer for us mortals) that can 
accept variable power input to supply 
variable voltage to the LEDs.

Most LEDs come in 4000k which is not 
quite daylight, which is 6000K, or shade 
at 7000K (yes, the light in the shadows 
is very blue).  If you really want to bore 
down a hole, there is a slight shift in tem-
perature in the winter (northern hemi-
sphere) months because the sunlight has 
to travel through more atmosphere.

You will need some sort of shielding for 
your eyes as strips of LEDs can give you 
spots on your retinas which is finally the 
point of this article. The white masonite 
hanging down acts as this shade for your 
eyes (photo 3)
There were three portions of my rail-
road that I ended up with, unfortunate 
shadows.  First in my large city (photo 
4) where the snow squall front is moving 

into, second, the upgrade section of 
the peninsula coming westbound from 
Wolfrum, CO, (photo 5) and third on 
Main street in Baxter, CA (photo 6).  In all 
three instances I had made the over-
hang too short. This is due to my lack of 
proper measurement, or fear of hitting 
my head as I bent over to work on the 
railroad or worry about the aesthetic 
of too much lumber up in the air.  Even 
though I painted the underside of the 
valence (layout roof) white to get some 
additional fill light, I still had the dread-
ed, unfortunate shadows.

My goal in all this is to replicate natural 
light as best as I could.  When taking 
prototype images you try to get the sun 
slightly behind the camera to get some 
fill light on the truck side frames and 
other darker details, above the subject 
and behind the camera.

The LED strips I used had a self adhe-
sive backing that was quite strong and I 
slowly pealed the strips from the over-
head boards (photo 7).  At one point the 
LED strip did tear taking out three lights/
diodes.  The three were cut out and the 
light tape spliced. I constricted a new top 
for the peninsula (photo 8), I put up a 
wider shelf for Baxter, CA and extended 
the upper fascia eye shield for the large 
city (photo 9).

I used 5000K for the large city as it is 

overcast and March (photo 10) with an 
advancing snow storm.  I tried some 
7000K but it looked too blue to my eyes 
that were adjusted to indoors.  The 
other 2/3rds of the layout that starts in 
the plains section, are bathed in a warm 
2700K  (photo 11). Yes these are a lower 
Kelvin temperature level and warmer 
light than in nature but as I mentioned 
it works for how I want to see the layout 
when I am watching trains. Sometimes 
you can see the blueness of light outside 
when you take a photo indoors that is 
balanced for indoor light but you can 
also see outside, your eyes correct this.

The beauty of the LED tape strips is they 
are very easy to attach and re-attach 
with some double sided foam tape. They 
can be expanded easily with a small 
connecting splice which came with these 
kits and they are very flexible to go 
around things (photo 12-13). Of course 
the low thermal temperature and low 
electric current consumption of LEDs are 
also benefits, but you knew that.

These photos show the final results of 
the changes to the overhead lights and 
how the color temps affect the look of 
the scene (photos 14-15-16).
	
I hope these ideas from lighting en-
thusiast will help you get your lighting 
squared away on your layout project.

04 Bad shadow in the large city coming from poor utilization of upper fascia by author.

04
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 INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW RIVET COUNTER™ 

EMD SD40-2
6 ROADNAMES • 7 PAINT SCHEMES

© 2022 ScaleTrains.com, Inc., ScaleTrains, Rivet Counter and respective logos and slogans are trademarks of ScaleTrains.com, Inc.
This product is made under trademark license from Union Pacific Railroad and CSX Transportation. PREPRODUCTION MODELS SHOWN  

www.ScaleTrains.com
ScaleTrains 7598 Highway 411 Benton, TN 37307
844-9TRAINS 844-987-2467 • International 423-299-3689

Our first run includes 6 roadnames with 7 paint schemes with classic and 
contemporary versions like the CSX SD40-3 “Square Cabs” and Norfolk Southern 
SD40-2 “Admiral Cabs” which are now available for the first time in N Scale. Our 
model combines smooth operating performance with unparalleled railroad, road 
number, and era specific™ details. Plus, we’ve included LED-lit headlights, number 
boards, as well as front and rear LED-lighted ditch lights per the prototype.

ARRIVING WINTER 2023

PREORDER NOW

 

Visit our website at nrail.org for more 

information and click on “Join us”! 

Expanding our horizons… 

Membership $10 per year: 

• Six issues of the Newsletter 
• Full access to the website 
• Discounts at the NRail store 
• Support of N Scale 
• Sponsorship of N layouts 

NRAIL.ORG 

Installation ?
W W W . S B S 4 D C C . C O M

Sales … Service … Solutions …

S T R E A M L I N E D  B A C K S H O P

Click
Here

To Order
Back Issues 

of
Class ic 
Pr int

N SCALE 
RAILROADING 

I ssues
001 - 1 17
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ava ilable

 

https://www.scaletrains.com
https://ntrak.org
http://www.sbs4dcc.com
https://nscalerailroadingmagazine.com/wp-content/backissues/backissues.html
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05 Wolfrum, Co at the end of the aisle, note the upgrade tracks on right have a massive, unrealistic shadow.

06 Baxter, CA with a huge line bisecting the street and casting shadows on the building fronts.

05

06
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07 Peeling of the backing on a tape of LEDs.

08 Wife’s author documenting actual labor.

07

08



N SCALE RAILROADING                                                                                                                                                                                 #144 JULY 202220

09 Mostly fixed shadow line in large city snow squall line.

10 What the city os supposed to look like with minimal lights on in the room.

09

10
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11 Camera is set to 2700k which makes the plains and peninsula look like white white.  The industrial section to the left is under 
5000k LEDs.

12 Bendy, sticky LED tape, love it!

11

12
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13 Underside of the peninsula lights.

14 Looks like a late storm headed to town soon.

13

14
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15 Not perfect but better look to the peninsula.

16 Baxter, CA yard on a warm March afternoon while a GP-20 collects it’s train. w

15

16
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RESTORING AND IMPROVING 

LOCOMOTIVE 
CONTACTS

By Ken Harstine/ Images by author and Sandy Ward

www.voltscooter.com

The shell and walkways should lift off with a little gentle prying from underneath. The tank also pops off and this allows the leaf 
contacts to come free. See figure 1.

If you like operations as much as I do, then you know how 
frustrating it is to constantly prod your locomotive to move. 
In N Scale that means the contact system of the locomotives 
must perform nearly flawlessly. The enemy of good electrical 
contact is corrosion and contaminants. Both of these oc-
cur naturally over time. I have worked out a process that, in 
addition to clean track, provides nearly flawless operation in 
switching. Of course you have to start with a good locomotive 
design and track work. The contact system developed by Kato 
in the late 80s and copied by many others including Atlas and 
Intermountain is the best at this time. Unfortunately even the 
best contact system is subject to corrosion unless steps are 
taken. Corrosion will always happen when different metals are 
in contact with each other in the presence of air and water. 

The contacting metals in our locomotives are zinc, phosphor 
bronze, nickel silver and copper. First we will remove the 
corrosion. Then we will coat the contacting parts with fluids 
designed to prevent corrosion.

Of course track work is also part of the electrical system so 
don't take short cuts there either. Power all those frogs and 
make sure that the points are reliably powered and of course 
the top surfaces are clean. This article is aimed specifically at 
N Scale diesels and electrics, but the ideas can be applied to 
any scale and type of locomotive. 

The first step is to disassemble the locomotive and trucks. 
Remove the shell and fuel tank. Figure 01

01

RESTORING AND IMPROVING 

LOCOMOTIVE 
CONTACTS

By Ken Harstine/ Images by author and Sandy Ward

www.voltscooter.com

http://voltscooter.com
http://voltscooter.com
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To remove the trucks you need to partially back out the screws that hold the chassis halves together until the trucks drop out.
Now disassemble the trucks by gently prying the side frames from the truck. When the side frame is removed, the journal con-
tacts will be free. The wheel sets can now be popped out. See figures 02 & 03.

03

02
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04

05

To clean and remove oxide from the parts, I recommend the use of a fiberglass burnishing tool such as sold by Micromark or 
Eurotool BRS-295.00. When cleaning is finished, I apply a tiny amount of Sanchem "No-ox-id A" grease to the contacting areas to 
prevent re-oxidation. Oxidation is a particular problem where two different metals are involved, and air and/or water are present. 
This even applies to brass on brass contacts because the brasses may contain different concentrations of elements. The "No-ox-id 
A" grease helps by keeping the air and water away from the metal.

Start the cleaning process with the leaf contacts. Clean both the parts that connect to the trucks and the nubs that connect to the 
chassis. See figures 04 & 05.
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06

07

08

Next work on the wheel sets. 
Examine the plating on the 
wheel sets. If the plating is worn 
through to the brass, then it is 
best to replace the wheel sets 
entirely. You can get replacement 
wheel sets from most manufac-
turers. The cleaning process re-
moves oxidation and also chemi-
cal blackening. See figure 06.

To clean the wheel sets 
I lightly clamp the tread 
surface into my electric 
drill chuck. Do not clamp 
them by the flanges. 
Warning: over tightness 
can dent the wheel sur-
face. Perfect alignment 
is not necessary. I run 
the drill at high speed 
and apply the fiberglass 
tool with light pressure 
until the wheels and the 
needle points are shiny. 
The wheels may pop out 
of the drill occasionally. 
It is better to have them 
drop out than to have 
over tightened them. See 
figures 07 & 8.
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The metal ring on my low-
cost Dewalt drill spins inde-
pendently, and this allows me 
to steady my hand by resting 
it on the ring while running 
the drill.

Now clean the brass truck 
contacts. First clean the 
round surface where con-
tacts are made with the leaf 
springs. Next clean out the 
pockets. To clean out the 
pockets I place a round wood 
toothpick into the chuck of 
my hobby drill. I dip the end 
of the toothpick into polish-
ing rouge. Polishing rouge 
can be obtained from Dremel 
and other sources. I then run 
the drill at speeds of 5-20 
KRpm and apply moderate 
pressure when inserted into 
the pockets. Use the sharp 
end to do the bottom of 
the pockets and then when 
toothpick becomes dull clean 
the remaining surface of the 
pockets. The speed and pres-
sure should not be so much 
as to cause the toothpick to 
char. See figure 09.

When finished, remove any traces of polishing rouge with a chemical solvent such as rubbing alcohol.

Now apply a light coating of No-ox-id A grease to the needle points of the wheel sets and to the contacting surfaces of the leaf 
springs. Re-assemble the trucks. Check for free-rolling characteristics of the trucks and redo the process until they are assembled 
and roll freely. Take this opportunity to make certain that all moving parts and gears are lubricated. The gears should have a little 
Teflon grease and the various gear axles bearings should have a tiny amount of plastic compatible oil.

Reinstall the leaf springs into the chassis and bend them downward to increase their contact pressure when the trucks are re-
installed. Figure 10.

09

10
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Install the trucks into the 
chassis making certain 
that the leaf springs all 
contact the points on the 
trucks. The last important 
step is to re-gauge the 
wheels using the NMRA 
gauge and an hobby knife 
to prod the wheels into 
gauge. See figures 11 and 
12.

11

12

I have performed this procedure on many engines and now 
have a fleet that I consider switching certified. I am a member 
of a couple of operating session round robins. And we have 
had several sessions on my layout. I use a version of car cards, 
waybills and car orders and operate according to time table 
and train orders. The track work on my layout is about 1/4 
complete at this point. The layout progress can be viewed at 

https://sward.smugmug.com/Model-Trains/BasementLayout.

As an addendum I am now experimenting with another no-ox 
fluid that comes in oil form. There are two types of oil to this 
other system. The first is Deoxit shield S100l-2C and the second 
is Deoxit cleaner and shield D100L-2C. w

https://sward.smugmug.com/Model-Trains/BasementLayout
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WHAT IF...?

AT&SF BLUE LINE
By Sandy Smith/ Images by author

In late 1970 the Santa Fe Railroad president, John S. Reed was 
feeling reluctant to move his beloved passenger operations 
into Amtrak in May 1971. The Super Chief, El Capitan, Grand 
Canyon all had a deep seated position as the prime image of 
the entire railroad. The Santa Fe had continued to maintain 
the high service levels but also the rolling stock as if they were 
going to continue forever in the rail passenger business despite 
the financial losses being incurred.  It was just a matter of pride 
for the company.  Many other roads seeing what was on the 
horizon just made do until they could turn over their equip-
ment to Amtrak. There were other railroads that did not join 
Amtrak at its inception, Southern, Rio Grande and Rock Island 
for different reasons. Southern had Graham Clayton that kept 
the Crescent running, Rio Grande the renamed their portion of 
the California Zephyr to Rio Grande Zephyr again for a sense of 
pride for both lines.  Rock Island could not afford the financial 
cost of entry into Amtrak.

What if John Reed said NO to Amtrak and kept the Super, El 
Cap and Texas Chief?  What if the Air Traffic controllers strike 
had continued? What if the overnight/high speed package 
services had a foothold on the rails and not just through the 
air with Federal Express?  Amtrak tried this as well with their 
Merchandise boxcar fleet tacked onto passenger trains in the 
1990’s

Being a cast iron Santa Fe fan, I think about all these things in 
my zeal to justifying operation of a Super Chief pulled by a pair 

of GP-60’s in red warbonnet paint. 

One of the changes to air travel was advent of discount carri-
ers.  Santa Fe being a forward thinking company, they could 
have re-configured cars and adapt the marketing (in my little 
world) to capture traffic with their Blue Line series of “more af-
fordable overnight travel.”  Linking city pairs with high volume 
that could be transited in 12-14 hours during the night. Santa 
Fe introduced the Blue Line trains.  A little less of everything 
but the right price for occasional travelers as well as conve-
nience for the business traveler with no overnight hotel stay 
at the destination the night before the day long meeting. The 
cars were not the standard Santa Fe gleaming stainless but a 
VIA-esque royal blue with a gold stripe. This scheme would 
look fine behind a ATSF blue/yellow line freight engine.  This is 
not exactly original thinking, since the New York Central’s 20th 
Century and Pennsylvania R.R. Broadway Limited and other 
trains that operated between New York and Chicago operated 
this kind of service.  There were other operations between city 
pairs, for example Southern Pacific’s Lark overnight between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles for example.

So how does this relate to N scale?

Being a cast iron Santa Fe freak I am totally in the sauce over N 
scale, have been since 1969.  
Heck, I can’t even spell H0…Enter the magnificently made 
Rapido Trains Panorama series of passenger cars.  I acquired 
a second hand, undecorated one from N Scale Supply.  The 

WHAT IF...?

AT&SF BLUE LINE
By Sandy Smith/ Images by author

01

Image 01. The 4567 (I know not the most original number) has been spotted at the station waiting for passengers for the overnight 
trip.
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Image 02. 4567 is on the west side of the station near the cab stand.

Image 03. 4567 is waiting to be spotted at the passenger car commissary prior to it’s nightly run.

slumber coach would a be perfect candidate for this Blue Line 
service.  Besides that, I could not possibly take one of these 
cars and strip the paint off of them for such a project.  A little 
disassembly of the chassis and I had the car apart in no time, 
even though the previous owner had applied some super glue.  
Problem, the batteries in the roof section were completely 
depleted and corroded.  This required some surgery to extract 
the button cells and not further damage the Easy Peasy light-
ing.  I painted the interior surfaces with some tan to give it a 
bit of dimension when looking in with the lighting activated. 

I airbrushed a coat of dark blue to the sides and painted the 
underside of the car and roof panel in aircraft instrument panel 
black, just to give it a touch less of full black.  A shot of rattle 
can Glosscote prior to applying the Micro-Scale 1/8” gold strip-
ing, since my precision painting/masking is less than adequate.  
The white lettering was left over from some other project. 
Weathering of grungy brown on the trucks, under car equip-
ment sides and roof gave it that not quite perfect appearance.  
I applied DullCote and reassembled the car. Just as a personal 
preference I never apply DullCote to the trucks.

02

03
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Image 04. Blue Line train 198 is departing the east statin lead tracks passing under Roosevelt Rd. Bridge. w

04

See You Next Issue !See You Next Issue !
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2022 SEP 10-11 UK  Altoona
2022 International N Gauge Show at Warwick-

shire Event Centre, Nr Leamington Spa 
Visit: www.ngaugeshow.co.uk  

2022 SEP 16-18 PA Altoona
The 2022 N-Scale Weekend™ at the Blair County 

Convention Center. Visit: HTTPS://WWW.N-
SCALEWEEKEND.COM/ABOUT-THE-SHOW

2023 FEB 25-26 WA Monroe. The United 
NorthWest Model Railroad Club’s 2023 Wash-
ington State Model Railroad Show and Market-
place in Monroe, Washington Fairgrounds.

2023 JUN ??-?? NV Sparks/ Reno area.
29th Annual National N Scale Convention. w
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See You Next Issue !See You Next Issue !

ScaleTrains. All new “Rivet 
Counter” EMD SD40-2! A lot 
of insane prototype correct 
variations are planned. The 
first batch: Order by July 11, 
2022 with delivery expected 
January 31, 2023. See page 
17 and www.ScaleTrains.
com.
Winter 2022/2023 should 
see an all-new Thrall- Trinity 
42' Coil Steel Car. 
ScaleTrains purchased Fox 
Valley Models’ original tool-
ing and owner Matt Gau-
dynski is now ScaleTrains 
full time Senior Product 
Developer.  ScaleTrains’ first 
FVM releases will be the 
GE ES-44s (with new details 
added) and the Trinity RE-4 
coal hopper. 

Fox Valley Models. The 
lines FVM purchased (Red 
Caboose, Deluxe Innova-
tions, etc) will become part 
of Des Plaines Hobbies’s 
new Scale America brand.

Rapido. An all-new RTL Tur-
boliner! This will be another 
amazing train from Rapido 
with detailed interior and 
3rd rail shoes on the trucks. 
Every wheel will be pick up. 
Amtrak PH III  early, Amtrak 
PH III late, and Amtrak PH V. 
All with extra coaches. 
The project is conditional 
and has to have enough 
preorders, but if you order 
through a retailer or direct 
before September 15, one 
can earn a  5% off.

Micro-Trains Line. New 
tooling: PS-2 2-bay covered 
hopper. See page 04.

RailSmith. On top of the 
new 12-4 Western Sleeper, 
an all-new full diner should 
be out soon. There should 
be several variations plus 
skirted and unskirted. The 
plan is to have a diner for 
every roadname RailSmith 
has offered. w

N HORIZONSN HORIZONS
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Passenger Car
Lighting Board Kits

●More LEDs (8)
●Best Anti Flicker
●0.2 Farad Super Caps
●Adjustable Brightness

●$24.95 + Shipping
●Remote Magnetic Control

www.voltscooter.com

https://www.modeltrainstuff.com
http://voltscooter.com



