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Katakana Letters appeared many times

In mass communication

Hiroyuki KoBayAsHI

Faculty of Liberal Arts and Science
Okavama University of Science
Ridaicho | — 1, Okayama 700, Japan

(Received September 30, 1990)

Recently, several opinions such as “It is wrong to use too much Katakana
Letters”, “Try not to use language from overseas countries as much as
possible”, “Why Japanese peple don’t use beautiful Japanese?” and so forth, are
often pointed out on the readers’ corners on newspapers. It 1s not correct to
recognize that Katakana equals languages from overseas countries. There are
many case to use Katakana for what are often written in Kanji Letters,
such as Neko(cat), Sakura(Cherry blossom), and so forth.

However, more and more foreign language has been getting into Japanese
these days in the background of internationalization. For this reason, there are
some words whose meaning are nonsense, and we use them without any
guestions and inconviniences.

Although most companies related to mass communication have proposed their
princeples to reduce too much usage of foreign languages, it is the present
situation that many foreign languages are getting to be on each newspaper
in the social flow of Katakana-era. [ would like think about one of its

observations.



