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Rationale

“Language is at the heart of the process of becgriiarate. Through participation in
these interactions, individual students construsemse of self as readers, writers, and thinkers
within the culture of each particular classroom.e3én constructions are salient to students'
development of motivation for literacy learningJofinston, 1992).

Early literacy is the stepping stone to 21st cgntaformation literacy. Here in Li Sing
Primary School, | strive to enable my pupils torfea@ia a framework of early literacy that
envelopes book handling skills, questioning, reladdiand prediction for P. 1-2 pupils. The set
reading skills are extracts taken from the EngGshriculum Guide published by the Education
and Manpower and Bureau. ( See Appendix 1) Alorgswith reading, listening, speaking is
also used during everyday teaching and daily dsii Process writing and free writing has also
been used to help pupils to master writing as atiste process whereby they use mind map,
paragraphing and connectives to make writing a mgéu learning task.

Early literacy

A step by step approach has been used to skilliremlup the steps of literacy. First,
phonics songs and games motivate pupils to leacor@lly, book handling skills and read aloud
are introduced hand in hand. In order to comprelibadook, questioning skills and prediction
are used to elicit key information from books redttimately, pupils will know how to employ
the taught skills in times ahead. (See appendix 2)

Vast resources that include realia, books, onlimekb, songs and games have been used
during classroom learning so as to induce pupilsam English.

Assessment framework

Assessment refers to the board repertoire of behainvolved in noticing, documenting,
recording, and interpreting children’s behaviorgd gperformances .. First, assessment is
fundamentally interpretative, influence by valudseliefs and language, and secondly,
assessment has consequences for children’s ligestdopment. ( Johnston & Rogers, 2001).

In order to check on the effectiveness of teachimglearning, | and the teacher librarian,
Miss Wong Sui Fan has plan to conduct a pre-testp@st-test to be undertaken during the first
and second term in the year 2006-2007. (See app8indi



Information literacy

During extra-curricular activities lessons, infottioa literacy was exposed in the form of
Knowledge Forum using both information technologyveell as classroom discussion so as to
enable P.6 pupils to ask questions, clarify infdiomg summarizes information and last but not
least to make predictions on information. In orttedo so, an information technology platform
was used to enable pupils to read poems by famoets mnd make comments on familiar
themes that are shared via a common IT platformst,Rpupils are taught HOW to read a poem
by using contextual clues to help them to deco@entieaning of the unfamiliar words. Then,
they discuss the poems using scaffolds or thinkingmpts like “my interpretation of the
meaning is” and state their reasons. In this waypilp learn within an online community
wherein they share their thoughts and express tbemments. The pupils however, did not show
that they were very enthusiastic about readingpthems even though the teachers strive to act
out the poems using drama.

On second thought, | used online websites on fegtas an entry point in order to
motivate pupils to read on. Popular young adult eimttren's author Jane Yolen argues that in
today's media influenced world, young adults laferences to the ancient myths and fairy tales
that fill a basic developmental need:

« To appreciate literature, we must know the archetygm which it is based.
- To get along with others, we must understand homcaliure's values relate to theirs.
- To process our own experiences, we must compane tihv¢éhose in stories.

« To build our own belief systems, we must find thremts.

(Yolen, Touch Magi¢ p. 5-20)

However, | was able to entice pupils to read argpoad to the issues. The pupils read
and were able to add into their own responses. a&icHiggins (1986) points out such elements
as “flashback, conflict, and parallel structureattare common in children's stories and novels”.
Teachers enable pupils to understand the storygugiaphic organizers and grid. Moreover,
teachers review the fairytale’s character, plottjreg so that pupils get an overall understanding
of the structural elements of the genre. The ulinbjective is to ask them to discuss online. It
will be a collaborative online effort for pupils t@ntribute as a learning community.

Pupils are assessed quantitatively according tor tparticipative score using an
analytical tool kit. Moreover, they are also assdsgualitatively in their discussion content. It is
hoped that pupils will be able to learn collabaraly as a learning community. (See appendix 4)
The above experimental sessions are tried out dar $he development of literacy whereupon
pupils learn collectively as pupils approach 2letary information explosion. The learning
process will be tracked via formative assessmeute during two years of action research.

Action Research on Reading 2004/2005(Primary 1)



1. Measures of print processing

Predictor variable

No. of samples

Basic letter-sound knowledge-phonics

64

Letter identification: naming of upper and 64
lower case letters

Letter recognition

directionality 64
Print concepts and book handling skills 64

2. Measures of oral language proficiency

Predictor variable

No. of samples

Speech production/speech perception 64
Expressive naming vocabulary-keywords, 64
guestion words

Demonstrate voice print match-read aloud 64

3. Measures of non-verbal abilities

Predictor variable

No. of samples

Visual discrimination of first and last lette

r 64

Visual discrimination of punctuation mark

4

Space between words

64

Action Research on Reading 2005/2006( Primary 2)

2A (30) 2B (31) Overall Overall%
v x | vV x | v x v X
Understand the basic convention of written English
1. Recognize familiar words in new texts 231314125016 (48] 3 |10(78.7%|4.9% |16.4%
2. Use basic conventions of written English and prior
Knowledge of known words to read aloud short, simple 18110 2 |12112] 7 [30(22] 9 {49.2%|36.1%|14.8%
texts




Use Knowledge of basic letter-sound relationship to read

. 2008|2136 |12|33(14|14(54.1%|23.0%|23.0%
aloud simple words and short texts
60.7%21.3%(18.0%
Construct meaning from texts
4. Identify key words in a sentence 15151101614 | 11|31 9 [21]50.8%(14.8%|34.4%
5. |Understand the information provided on the book
cover(e.g. title, author and illustrator), content page and 81221 0 [18]131 0 |26]35] O |42.6%|57.4%| 0.0%
page numbers
6. i . r
Recognize the format and.language? features of some nlolisl 716117119 6 13513179 |10.0%l58 3%
common text types, e.g. signs, stories
7. icti i i
Makepredmhops aboutstones, characters, topics of gl 113l 62 [3al04! 3 1557939 3% 4.9%
interest using pictorial clues and book covers
45.2%130.4%24.4%
Locate information and ideas
8. |Locate specific information in a short text in response to 1511 11419 1o 1221241 1 136139.3%! 1.6% |59.0%

questions.

During the year 2006-2007, teachers designed rgdoooklets for pupils to practice
reading skills. Pupils are being exposed to a tarmé different text-types, lessons on book-
handling skills, read aloud, questioning skills gorédiction skills. Pupils were able to make
some progress from their reading assessments dthrendirst term. During the second term,
teachers try to integrate the four skills of listen speaking, reading and writing in an exercise
book that serves as a learning diary for pupilss hoped that in this way, pupils can practice
organizing, linking and writing what they have lelarMoreover, it gives the teacher a clearer
picture of how their pupils learn during daily less.

In order to widen pupils’ exposure, other resourseth inside and outside schools are

being conducted during the year 2006-2007 as seenljelow:-

Enrichment reading programs include:

» Three adult reading mums will do story telling weetve primary two pupils.

* Reading Buddy program with St Stephen’s Girls’ Sthone secondary school pupils

will do shared reading with nine primary three psipi

» Paired reading program within Li Sing Primary Sdhebereby pupils in primary four

conducts paired reading with primary one pupil.
» Moreover, Chinese, English, Putonghua months drecheing the first and second term

S0 as to enable pupils to have more practice imguSantonese, English and Putonghua




in their daily school activities. In addition, fes activities during Halloween, Christmas,
Chinese New Year and Easter are held to add imftime form of games, etc.

From early literacy to information literacy

To conclude, literacy will best be taught in a sysatic way that include an open mind to
undergo systematic action research that includesyugpdated online resources for formative
assessment, lesson observation, detailed co-plguamich long-term curriculum development. For
2007-2008, we have planned on setting up an Engésburce room and a guided reading
program whereby pupils’ diversity are being catefioed

As a curriculum officer, | had the social obligatito undertake action research that helps
to build up a learning organization within my schawovolving all stakeholders concerned.
However, nothing could have been possible withdiubar joint effort. To this, let's continue
with our hard work and innovative planning in tinedsead.
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Appendix

Appendix 1
English Curriculum Guide
http://emb.gov.hk

Appendix 2
Phonics song

http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Songs/alpha/a.html

Online Resources
Stories

http://www.kizclub.com

Stories

http://www.lil-finger.com

Acknowledgement
Good and evil

http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/boardarchive§/20ul2004/ftchildrengoodevil.html

Schedule

http://io.uwinnipeg.ca/~nodelman/fairy.htm#schedule

Leave areply
http://tavernadimuse.wordpress.com/2007/03/09/bhe&sg-discussion-childrens-rhymes-and-

fairy-tales/

Teach pupils to appreciate literature
http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-928/children.htm




Thanks to all who have contributed to make teachimgjlearning a satisfaction and an enjoyable
experience to our children.

Appendix 3

A. Teacher Professional Development Reading Quesiioe

B. English Pre-test and post-test (reading stragdvliss Chan Fung Yee, Fanny

A. Reading Questionnaire (Chinese Version)
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B. Selected pupils list
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B. Pretest and Post-test on reading strategiedigBhg
English Reading Skills

Li Sing Primary School 2006-2007
School-based Action Resear ch on Reading Strategies

Pretest for P.1/2 English

a) Book Handling skills (Front Cover)
® Title
®  Author
® |llustrator

b) Prediction Skills

1. Pictorial Clues




2. Contextual Clues
3. Key Words

¢) Questioning Skills

Who
When
What
Where
Why
How

2

d) Read Aloud

1. Pronunciation
2. Intonation
3. Fluency

Appendix 4
Knowledge Forum
http://kf5.cite.hku.hk
http://lcp.cite.hku.hk
http://www.lsps.edu.hk




